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ré"! {$ are now aflembled to celebrate
~noanniverfary, ever o be held in dear remem-
E;:.. nce by the fons of freedom. Nothing lefs
‘:en the birth of a nation, nothing lefs than =
cmancipation of three niillions of people,  am
the degrading chains of forcign dominien, 1, the
eyent wc commeranQrase,

TweNTy FOUR years have this day elapfed, (ince
United Columbia firft raifed the ftandard of
Liberty, and. echoed the fhouts of Independence !

Trose of you, whe were then reaping the iron
parvelt of the marnal field, whofe bofoms then
palpitated tor the honor of Amerlca will, at this
time, experience a renewal of all that fervent
patriotifm, of all thole indefcribable cmotione,
which then agitated your breafts. As for us, whe
were either then unborn, or not far enough advanc-
cd beyond the thcethold of exiftence, <o engage
in the grand conflict for Libzarty, we now moft
cordially unite with you, to greet the return of
chis 1oyous anniverfary, to hail the d':y that gave
us ircedom, and hatl the niing glories of oug
country !

Ox occafions hike this, you have herctofore
ccn addreffed, from this fiage, on the nature, the
origin, the expediency of civil government.—-
The ficld of political l'pcmlation has herc been
cxplored, by perfons, pollciiing talents, to whick
rhe fpeaker of the day can bave no pretenfions.
Declining
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Dccllmn thfrcfm’c ﬁdtfﬂrmuon (‘)h the princi.
ples of cwnl pohity, you wil indulge me in
Nightly fketching on tholc events, which have
originated, nurtured, and raifed to is prefens
grandeur the empire of Columbia.

As no naton on the glohe can ryval us in the
rapidity of our growth, fince the conclufien of
the revolutionary war—fo none,” perhaps, ever
endured greater hardthips, "nd diftrefics, than
the people of this country, pievious to thar

| pcr ricd,

We behold a feeble band of colonifls, engaged
in uw arduous undertaking of a new i’culcmem
in the wilds of North America. Their civil
liberty bcmg mutilated, and the enjoyment of
thetr reiigious fentiments denied- them, in the
fand that gave them birth, they fled their coun-
try, they braved the dangers of the then almnoft
unnavigated acean, and {aught, on thr other fide
the globe, an afylum from the iron graip of
tyranny, and the more intolerable fcourge of
ccclefiafiical pcrfccutmn, Bur gloomy, :ndecd,
was their prolpect, when arrived on this fide the
Atlantic. Scattcrcd in detachments, slong a
coaft immenfely cxtcnﬁ:e, at a reguove of more
than three thoufand mies trom their friends on
the caltern. continent, they were expofed to al)
thofe evils, and endured all thofe dlfﬁcultie;. 1o
which human nature fcems liable. Deflitute of
convenmient habitations, the inclemencies of the
seafons utacked  them, the midnight bealls of
prey prowled terribly around them, and the more
portentous yell of favage fury inceflantly affailed
themm ! But the fame undiminithed confidence
in. Almighty Gop, which prompted the firft fet-
tlers of this country to forfake the uniriendiy

climes of Europe, {lill fupportég,. them, under all
their
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their calamities, and infpired them with fortitude
almoft divine.  Having a glonous itluc to their
lbors now in profpcit, they cheerfully endured
the rigors of the climate, pyrfued the favage beatl
10 his remoteft haunt, and ftond, unditmayed, 1
the difmal hour of Iadjap battle !

ScarcielLy were the infant fettiements f{reed
fromn thofe dangers, which ac irft environed them,
ere the clafhing interefts of France and Britain
invoived them anew in war. The colonifis were
now deftined to combat with well appointed, weil
difciplined troops frera Europe 3 and the herrors
of the rtomahawk and the {calping Koife were
again renewed, - Bur thele frowns of fortune,
diftrefling as they were, had been mel withiout a
figh, and endured without a grean, bad not im-
perious Brizain prefumpruoufly arrogated to ber-
iclf the glory of viflortes, achieved by the bravei -
of American milina,  Lowfburgh moft be taker,
{Canada attacked, and a frontice of more than onc
thoufand miles defonded by untutored yenmaniy ;
while the honor of every congueft muft pe af-
cribed ro an Eoghth army.

Ber while Great. Britain was thes ygnomini-
nufly ftrpping her colanies of thetr well earned
favied, and tnumphantly weavirg 1t inro the ftu-
pendous wreath of her awn martial glonics, {he
was unwiiungly teacning them to valve them-
felves, and cffctually to reiift, ina future day,
fer unjull encroachments,

Tire pistin tale of taxation vow commences—
the unhappy quarrel, which iffued in the aifinem -

berment of the Britndh cmpire, has bere its origin.

Encranp, now tniumphant over the united
powers of Trance and Spain, is deteimimed to
reguce, 1o the condition of fluver, hor American
fubjedts, We
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We rught now difplay the Legiilatures of the
Jeverul States, together with the general Congrefs,
petittoning, praying, remonftraung ; and, like
dutiful {ubjedts, humbly laying their grievances
before the throne, .On the other hand, we could
exhibit 2 Britifh Parhament, aﬂ’iduouﬂy devifing
mcans 1o fubjugate America-——difdaining our pe-
wvtiong, trampling on our nights, and menacipgly
telling us, in language not to be mifunder@tnod,
““ Ye fhall be flaves I''—We could mentien, the
haughty, tyrannical, perfidious Gacg, at the head
of a ftanding army ¢ we could thow our brethzen
attacked and flaughtered at Lexingtan ! our
property plundered and deftroyed at Concord !
Recollection can {ill pain us, with the {piral
flames  of burning Charlefton, the agonizing
groans ai aged parents, the thricks of widows,
orphans and infants |--Ingelibly imprefled on
our memories, thll live the difmal {cenes of Bun-
kKer’s awful mounr, the grand theatre of New.-
England bravery 5 where faughter talked, grimly
triumphant ! where relentlets Britain faw her
foldicrs, the unhappy inftruments of defpotifm,
fallen, 1n heaps, beneath the nervous arm of in-
jured freemen '-—There the great Warren
tsught, and there, alas, he fell | Valuing life only
as it enabled him to {erve his country, he frecly
refigned himicif, a willing martyr = the caufe of
Liberty, anc now lies encitwied @ e arms of
glory |

Peace to the patrivt’s fhades—Iet no rode blag
Difturb the willow, that nods o’er his tomb,

Let orphan trars bedew his facred urn,

And {ame®s |~ tramp proclzim the heroc’s name,
Far as the cirzeit of the {pheres extends.

)

Bur, haughty Albion, thy reipn thall foon be
over,—thou (halr triump.. no lenger ¢ thine em-
pire already 1ccls and totterz ! thy laurels cven

Nnow
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now begin to wither, and thy fame decays U "Thou
hatt, ar length, rouled the mndignannn of an in-
fndted  people—thine oppreflions they decns no
‘aager tolerable !

Tup gth day of July, 1996, 15 now arrivia
and America, maniully {pringing trom the ior-
ruring fangs of the Briuth Lion, now rifes mzict-
tic 1 the pride of her foverawgnty, and bads hey
itagle elevate his wings !-——The {olemn decia-
racion of Independence is now prononnced, a.
mid{t crowds of adiniring citizens, by the fu-
preme council of our nation ; and received wiih
the unbounded plaudits of a gratceful peopic! !

Vwat was the hour, when heroifm was prov-
d, when the fouls of men weretriced. It was ¢hen,
ve venerable partiots, it was then you ftretched
the 1ndignant army, and unitedly {wore 1o be frec
Delpifing {uch toys as fubjugated empires, you
then knew no middle fortune between liberty
and death. Firmly relying on the patronape of
ncaven, unwarped in the refolution you had
raken, you, then undaunted, met, engaged, defear-
<C the gigantic pewer of Brain, and rofe tri--
umphant over the ruime of your cnemies '
‘{renton, Princeton, Bennington and Saratoga
were the {ucceflive theatres of your vi€ories, and
the utmoft bounds of creation are the limits 1o
vour fame !-—=The facred fire of freedom, then
nkindled in your breafts, fhall be perpetvated
rough the long defcent of futurc ages, and
brrn, with undimimihed fervor, in the bofoms ¢f
mullions yet unborn,

- UinaLry, to clofe the fanguinary conflit; to
prant Amecrica the bieflings of an honorable
peace, and clothe her heroes with laurels, Corn-

waLLIS, at whofc feet the kings and princes oi
Afia
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Afia have fince thrown thetr drademer, waz cony .
pelled to fubmit to the {word of our fathes
WASHING FON,——-The great drama is now
completed-——our Independence 1s now acknow-.
lcaged ; and the hopes of our enennes are blaft-
cd forever l-—oColumbia 13 now {egted 1n the
torum of nations, and the cmpires of the worls’
sre Joft in the bright effulgence of her glory !

Tuus, (nends and citrzens, did the kind hang
of over-ruling Providence condué& ug, througls
1oils, fatigues and dangers, to Independence anc
Prace. If piety be the rational cxercife of the
Lurman foul, if refigion be not d chimiera, and if
the wveftiges of heavenly afliftznce dre clearly
iraced in thofe events, which mark the annalg of
eur nation, It becores us, on this day, in confice-
ration of the great things, which the Lorp has
donec for us, to render the tribute of unfeigned
thanks, 1o that Gop, who fuperintends the Uni-
verfe, and holds aloft the {cale, that weighs the
deflinies ¢f nations.

Tue conclufion of the revolutionary war did
not conciude the great achievements of our
countrymen.  Their military  charalter  was
hien, indeed, fufliciently eftablifhed ; but the
rine was comning, which fhould prove itheir po-
Jitrcal {agacuty,

No fooner was peace reftoréd with England,
vhe firfl gran'd' article of which was the :it!f';nn‘w-
edgment of our Independence, than the old {yf-
e of confederation, difated, dt ﬁfr'f}, by neccl-
fity, and adopted for the purpolcs of the moémcrir,
was jound, padequate tp the government of an
CXtenflve cmpire, Under a full conviction of
this, we then faw the people of thefe States, en-
<1ced in 3 tranfaction, which is, undoubiedly, the

greatctt
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~veatefi approximation towards human perfetior

e political world cver yet experienced ; and
”mch perhaps, will forever fland on the h:ﬂory
of nnmnd without a parallel. A great Repub-
iic, '“wmpoﬁ:d of diffcreit States, whofe intereft
TSy re{padts could not be perte é’tly companbilc,
shen came deliberately fovward, difcarded onc
{yfiem of povernment and '1dc},md anothcor, with-
-t the lofs of one man’s blcod.

Tneks 1 nota {ingle goverhment now exifiing
'y Furope, which is not bafed in ufurpauon, and
flabliflicd, 1t eftablithed at all, by the facnifice of
thoufands.  But in the adoption of our prefent
fyften of junifprudence, we fee the powers necel-
fair for poverninent, voluntanly fprmgmg fromy
the peeple, thar (mly proper origin, and dirccted
e ::L:f:. l}LbllL +00d, their only proper objedt,

Wirn peculiar propriety; we may now felici
cure vuidelves, on that happy form of mixed gov-
cinmtn: under which we live.  The advanta ages,
reiulting to the citizens cf the Union, from the
operation of the Federal Conftitution, are utterly
incalcuidble ; and the day, when 1t was received
by & majority of the Stawcs, thali {tand on the
catalogue of American anniverfaries, fecond to
aone but the birth day of Independence.

In tonfequence of the adoption of our prefent
lyftem of government, and the: virtuous mannc
in which 1t has been adminitered, by a Wasn.
INGTON and an ADAMs, we are tlns day in the
enjoyment of peace, while war devaftates Europe |
We can now fit down beneath the fhadow of the
olive, while her cities blaze, her fireams run pur-
ple with blood, and her fields glitter, a foreft of
bayoners '-——The citizens of America can this day
throng the temples of freedom, apd renew their

B caths
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osths of fealty to Independence; while Holland,
our once fifter republic, 13 erafed from the cate-
logue of nations ; while Venice is defiroyed, Italy
ravaged, and Switzerland, the once happy, the
once umited, the once flourithing Switzerland lica
biecding at every pore |

INo ambitious foe dares now invade our couii-
cry. No ftanding army now endangers our hbes-
tv.-~ur commeree, though fubjedt in fome dea
pree to she depredations of the beliigerent powers,
15 exierded from pele to pole ; and our navy,
though uft cmerging from_nonexiience, ihall
foon vcach for the fafety of our merchantmen,
and bear the thunder of freedom around the ball !

FFair Science too, holds lier gentle emnire a-
mongf{t us, and almoft innumerable altars are
raifed 1o her divinity, from Brunfwick to Flonda.
Yale, Providence and Harvard now grace our
land ; and DarTMouTH, towering majeftic above |
the groves, which encircle her, now infcribes her

glory on the regifters of fame !—Qxford and
Cambridge, thofc oriental ftars of literature, fhail

now be_loft, while the buight {yn of American
fcience difF!ays his broad circumference sn uri-.

cclipfed radiance.

Preasinc, indeed, were it here to dilate on the
future grandeur of America ; but we forbear ;
and paufe, for a moment, to drop the tcar of af-
fection over the graves of our departed warriors,
‘Their names foculd be mentioned on every anni-
verfary of Independence, that the youth, of cach
fucceflive generation, may learn not to veluc life,
when heid in competition with ther country’s

fafety,

Wooster, Mionreomery and Merceg, fell

bravely in baitle, and their afhes are now entomb-
od
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¢d on the ficlds that w:mcmd their vaice., Let

their excrtions in our.country’s: caule be remem- |
bered, while Liberty has an. advocate, Of, grati- -
cude has place in the human heart,

GREENE, the 1mm0_[tal hero of the Carplina /2/-072’44.5
é%?aa“v?ﬁh

has fince.gonedown to the geave, lo

honars, and high in the effimation of'h:s COuUntry-;
acn.  The gourageous Putnam has long ﬂa:ph.é

with his fathers; and SULMMN and Crirey, (Y)mf
New-Hampfhire's veteran {ans, Tare Ne mMore :
nuibered with:the. lwmg i - ;

WiTw hearts penctrated by unutierable grief, .r
we are at lepgth conftrained to afk, where is our
WASHINGTON ? .where the hefo, who led us
to w&ory-—-—-whcrcmc man, who gave us frec-
dom ? ‘Where 13 he, who headed ous, feeble army,
when deitru@ion threatened.us, .who came upon
our ¢ncmices like the ftorms of winter; and fcat-
tered them like leaves before the Borean -blaft ?
Where, Q my country | i¢ thy political faviour 2
where, O hamanity ¢ thy favorite fon?

The folemnity of this aﬂ'c:mhly, the laenenta.
eions-of the American people will anfwer, *“ alas,
he 13 'now no more-—the Mighty is fallen I

¥z, Americans, your WASHI’NGTON 18
gone ! he is now. configned to duft, and- * flecps
ut dull, cold marble.*” “The man, whoe never felc
& wound but when it pierced’ hris couhtry, who
never groancd but when fair freedom bled, is now
farever filent '-——Wrapped 1n the fhroud of deach,
the dark dominions of the grave long fince re-
ceived him, and he'réfts: in undifturbed repofe !
Vain were the attempt to exprefs our loft—vain
the attempt 1o defcribe the feelings of our feuls
Though months kave rolled away, {ince he left

thm terreftrial orb, and fought the fluning worlds
eR
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en high, yer the fad event is {fill remermbered
with increafed {orrow. The hoary headed pa:.
rtot of *76 fill telis the mournful fory to the
liftening infant, till the lofs of his country touciies
his heart, and patrintifm fires his breaft,  Fiho

beneath whofe banners her hufband has fouori,
or her fon has fallen,——-At the name of Waz:i.
INGTON, the fyrﬁpathctic tear fuli ghftens in v
cye of every youthful bero, nor does the teni o :
figh yet ceafe to heave, in the fair bofom of Lo
Jumbia’s daughters.

Yacewel, O WASHINCGTON, along farcwel!
Thy country’s tears erabalm thy memory ;

Thy virtues chalienge immontality

Imprefled en gratefol hearts, thy nume thall five,
Till diffalution’s deluge drown the world 1

AvrtHoucH we muft feel the kecnef forrow, ¢
the demife of our WasHINGTON, yet we confol:
ourielves with the refleCtion, that his virtuous
compatriot, his worthy fucceflor, the fivmi, the
wife, the inflexible ADAMS ftill {urvives,—
Elevated, by the voice of his country, to ihe
{upreme executive magiftracy, he conflantly ad-
heres to her eflential interefts ; and, with fteady
hana, draws the difguifing veil from the intrigucs
of foreign encmies, and the plots of domeftic focs.
¥laving the honor of America always in view,
never fearing, when wifaom di@ates, to ftem the
impctuous torrent of popular refentment, he
ftands amidft the fluctuations of party, and the
explofions of faction, unmoved as Atlas,

“* While florms and tempells thunder oa its brow,
. ‘Y And oceans break their billows at its feet,"

Yet, all the vigilance of our Executive, and ali
the wifdom of our Congrefs have not been fyffi-
cient to prevent this country from being in fome

| deyree
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cdegree ag'itatc& by the convulfions of Europe.

3 ]

Bur why fhall 'cVéi:’y quarrel on the other fide the
Atlantic” intereft us in its iffue 2 Why fhiall the
rife, or deprefiion ol cvery party there, produce
here a'correfponding vibration ? - Was thys conti-
neat defigned.as a mere fatcllite to the other 21—
}ias not- nature herc.wrought all her operations
an her broadeft frale 2 Where argthe Mlﬂiﬁgm
pig and che; Amazons, the Alleganies. and the
Andes of Evrops, Afia or Africa? The natural
fuperiority of America clearly indicates, that it
was defigned to be,inhabited by a nebler race of
mcn, poffeffing a fuperior form of government,
fuperior patsiotifra, fuperiar taients, and fuperior
wirtues. L.t then the nations of the Eaft vaiply
walte .their ftrength in deftroying each other.
Let therm afpire at conqueft, and contend for do-
mninion, till their conrincnt is deluged in blood.
But let none, howewver elated by victory, howeyer
proud of triumphs, ever prefume to intrude on
the neutral ftavon affumed by our country.

: 1 N _
Beritamy, twice humbled for her agpreffions,

has at fength been taught to refpect us.  But
Erarce, once our ally, has darcd to infult us ! fhe
has violated her obligations ; the has depredared
our commerce——{he has abufed our government,
and riveted the chains of bondage cn our unhap-
py fcllow citizens T Not content with ravaging
and depopulating the faireft countries of Europe,
not yet fatiated wirh the contortions of expiring
repubiics, the convulfive agonies of fubjugated
nations, and the groans of her own flanghtered
citizens, the has fpouted her fury acrofs the Atlan-
tic; an i the ftars and firipes of Independence have
almoft been attacked in cur harbours ! When we
have demaided reparation, fhe has told us, “ give
us your money, and we will give you peace.”
Mighty Nauon ! Magnanimous Republic !j—:--

et
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et ber fill her coffers from thofe towns and
cities, which fhe has-plundered ; and grant peace,
- 1t fhe gan, to the fhades of thofe milliens, whoeic
death .fhe bas cauled. | '

~ Bur Colyinbia ’ngpsﬂo'z' t6 tyrants 3 her fony
will never cringe to France ; ‘neither a fupercili-
ous; five-hedded DireCtury, nor the galcunading
pilgrim of Egypt will ever ditate terms toifove.
reign America. ‘The'thonderof our canson fhall
infure e performance of olir-treaties, and-fulmi.
- ‘pate deftroCtion on Frenchivieh, iill old ccean is
“crimfoned with blood, and ' gorged with pirmzes !

Ir Hecomies u4, o' whory the defence-of -our
eountry ‘will ere long devolve, this day; moft
- §enouily to refledt on the daties. incumbent upon
“us. Quranceftors bravely cfmatched - expiring
~Tiberty'tromr the grafp of Britain, “vhofe touch
is porfom ;0 fall’ we mow: .confign- it-to  France,
who'e ‘émbrace -is death 2 . We have) feen: qur
fathert,'in the days of Columbia’s trouble; afliime
. the rough habijliments of war,and fecek the hoftiie
 ficld. Too full of foirow to {peak;, we have feen
~them wave a laft farewel to a'difconfolate; a wee-.
- ftung family ! We havefeen them retursi, worn
down’ with fatigue, and fcarted ‘with wounds ;
~ or we have feen them, perhaps, no more !'—
‘For us they fought! for us they bled ! for us
they conquered ! Shall we, their  defcendants;
now bafely difgrace cur lincage,'and pufilantm-
oufly difclaim the legdcy bequeathed us ? Shall
wc pronounce the fad valediction to freedom, and
immolate liberty on ‘the altars our fathers have
raife to her 2 NO '-=Tbe refponfe of a nation s5—
«“ NO I" Let 1t be vegiflered in the archives of
Heaven !—Ere the rehgion 'we profefs, and the
privileges we enjoy, are facrificed atv- the {hrines

h'of dcfpots and demagogucs, let the pillars of
creation
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syoaton trembie ! let worla be wrecked on
world, and {y{temns rufh to ruin et the fong
of burope be vaflals ; let her hofts of nations be a
valt congregation of fiaves ; but let us, who are
ehis day rarz, whofe heagis are yei unappal ed,
and whofc riznt arms are yet nerved for war,
zflemble before the hallowed temple of Colum-
bian Freedom, AND SWEAE, TO THE GOD
e FATHERS, TO PRESERVIE T

Lo DR DIE AT ITS PORTALS
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