AN
ORATION
PRONOUN;ED.BEFORE THE
CITIZE;NS' OF N EW-HAVEN
. ON T H.E '

Anmverfam of the Indepen-

dence of the United States,

JULY 4™ 1798

"AND PUBLISHED AT THEIR RERUEST.

Tl iy

By NOAH WEBSTER, jun.

NEW-HAVEN,.
Printep 5y T. sano S. GREEN.



Friznps axp Ferow CiTizENs,

MONG all civilized nations, in every age of the

world, the {oundation of Srates, and the eflab-
Iitbment of religious fyftems, have been the fubiedls
of annual ﬁﬂwnry and pnbl:c demonflrations ofJov
This general confent of nations, in celebrating the dif-
tingutthed periods of their niitory, 'is no inconfiderable
evidence of the propriety, of the cultorn.

Thefe anniverfary feftivals have a very powerful.in-
fluence in reviving public fpirit, and in enkindling a
Hame of nattonal ardor, which, without them, is lable
to be extinguithed in the perpetual round of private
occupations. ‘They call to mind the virtves of ftacef-
men, who, by their wifdom, have founded ¢mpires and
Myflems of law ; and the fufferings of heroes whole
bravery has da.fcnded them. Thtv timulate pofterity
to imitate their anceftors, in public virtues; they. in-
tufe into the child the prmuplcc which cruldcd and the
enthufiafm which ammared the father ; thcv create and
pleﬁ*(va national attachments, which are the cement Of
tne complex edifice of government.

Such are the general olqlc&., of utility to be promo-
ted, by the exercifes of this aulpicious anniverfary.

Twenty and two years are completed, fince the fa-«
thers of our empire, qppr:almfv to God and the impar-
tal world, for the purity of their motives, rent afunder
th¢ bands that conreted the Fnelith colonies with
their mother country, and declared “them an INbEPLN-
DENT NATION, |

It 1s known te the members of this auditory, that
the general reafon afiened for this bold and decifive
mM{urr, was the cLum made by the Parliament of

sreat Britain, _6f a right, independent of the content
of the colonies, © to make laws of fufficient validity to
bind them i)l cafes whatfoever,”




o 4 )

This comprehenfive claim, fo repugnant to the prin-
ciples of the Britifh conftitution, and of all free go-
vernments, which unite infeparably reprefentation with
the right of legiflaticn, was no fooner announced to the
people of this country, than a univerfal alarm was
ipread from New-Hampfhire to Georgia——The hopes
of a veconciliation to Great Britain yiclded to neceffi-
ty. and were fucceeded by a general deterrnination to
refift at all hazards, the exercife of fuch an unwarrant-
abie claim. This determination was purfued with the
fteadinefs of wifdom and rhe energy of freedom ; till it
refulted in fevering the colonies from .Great Britain,
and ere€ling, in the new world, an Independent Em-
pire. |

“This however was not the only reafon that calied for
a fepararion of the American colonies from a depend-
ence on Europe.  The impropriety of being fubjeft to
a legiflation, placed-at a diftance of three thoufand
miles, from the people to be governed, was fo obvious
to men of difcernment, that it was hardly conceivable,
the Britifh government fhould obje¢t to the independ-
ence of thefe ftates. It was even the clear intereft of
the mother country, that her colonies fhould become
a nation, with the powers.of fovereignty ; 2 wife mini-
firy would have feen this intereft, and have propofed by
z voluntary a&;, to acknowledge them to be independ-
eat. It would bave appeared to a wife mimtitry, that
in a ftate of independence, Great Britain -might have
received the profits of our trade, without the expenfe
of governing and defeading us. It would have been
forefeen, as events have demnonitrated, that under our
own protetion apd management, the commerce qf the
country, would increafe witn a much greater rapidity,

than under the jealous regulations of a foreign mono-
- polizing government. .

It is with nations as -with individuais—the lefs the
mind is reftrained by-the authority of laws, 1n regard
to its exertions for perfonal benefiv, the more vigor will
" be difplayed, and 1 general, with more fuccels.  Co-
l@;‘:‘ics are ever in a {tage of pupiliage. Men nevey ex-

ar
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ert their full powers and refources, while lhey have not
the right of felf-diretion. In a commercial view--—
therefore, the people of this country wouid have been
lefs beneficial to Great Britain; as well as tothemfelves,

in the condition of Colonifts, than in the chara&er of

an dependent nation. "

The advantases derived from the commerce of- a na-
tion, are not in a fimple ratio to the number of its
inhabitants, bur in proportion to their induftry and
wealth. The produtive induftry of a country is ob-
vioufly increafed by the number and variety of its fo-
reign markers. While we ‘were in- the condition of
Colonies, Great Britain, from that {elfith policy , which
coverns moft commercial nations, abridged our privi-
}Pgt. of ¢xporting to the beft advantan*e ‘The confe-
quence was, our citizens had lefs enterprize, lefs wealth,
lefs circulating capital, fmaller profits, and of rourfe,
lefs ahility to purchafe her manufactures.

In this manner, all reftriCions-on colonial trade, all
monopolies, and probably all reftraints on the ingenui-
ty and induftry of men, operate to the pre;udme of the
nation which impofes them.

In a2 commercial view therefore, 1t was the real inter-
eft of Great Britain, as well as ofthls country, that a
feparation fhould take place. Her miniftry did not
underftand this policy—for pride is imperious, and
pafiion is-Glnd 3 we were therefore compelled to en-
counter the whole force of her arms in a long and

sloody conteft, to obtain that objedt, which mmht to
have been received from her juftice and her nollcy

If, ina commercial view, the citizens of this country,
are gainers by independence, {till more are they gainers
in their perfonal charater and in improvements.  {f
the mind of man is debafed by flavery, it is degraded
and vitiated by fubjection to a diftant government.

Wherever we turn our eyes, we oblerve dis tratmy——
that a colonial adminiftration 1s corrupt. Needy rapa-
clous men, the idlers about courts, vile in their hearts
and defperate in their fortunes, often find accels ro the
moft inportanr oflices 1 Colonies:  The yovernment

-
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of the mother country finds it convenient to {eng abroad
reftlefs, turbulent, intriguing men ; and a Colony is a
kind of honorable exile, for men who -really deferve
tranfportation, but whofe crimes will not bring them
within the purview of any exiiting law ~—If many ex-
ceptions can be named of honorable and worthy men
employed 1n adminiftering colomal government, it de-
trafts not at all from the general obfervation that fuck:
aaminifiration 1s ufually corrupt.—This corruption ut
the fountain of infiuence ; the ditance from the mother
country, waich renders it ealy 1o commit violence with
inpuntty ; the want of 2 {tandard of manpners, which
makes even vicious mena cautious in thewr vices ; ail
concur to deprave the morals of colomits: Nar has
the colomft the {ame chance for education, and acquir-
ing an elevation of mind, as an inhabitant cf the mother
country—he is confidered as inferior 1n rank—-an out-
landifh being ~kumbled in his own eftimation and de-
eraded in theellimation of others. .

From this flate of degradation,” my fellow citizens,
was this ¢ountry refcued by the glorious act of Inde-
pendence, whick we are now aiiembled to cornmemo-
rate. | -.

But let us not limit our views of the benchits to be
derived from Independence, to the advantagesof com-
merce or of chara&er ; or of our own liberties and hap-
pinefs.  I.et us extend our views: to its connection
with the fafety and happinefs of mankiad in"other purts
of the world and in future ages.

To a man who believes 'in the fuperintendence of
Divine Providence over the affairs of this globe; the
fettlement of America by a civilized people, and the
cftablithment of a free government, unfold a moft
fplendid and confoling profpect. . Secluded as Amer-
ca has been from a knowledge of the Furopeans, till a
Jate period of the world, may we not confider it as re-

ferved by Heaven for the theatre of important evtnts 5
or as the afylum of perfecuted freedom and religion ?
1f we caft our eyes over the other gnarters of the earth, .
where do we find a fpot for the retieat of religion, mor-
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als, or arts, for private peace or pubilic tranquility ? [n A-
fie, man 1s funk te a brute, and fo firmly eftablifhed in
the depotilim that chzins him to the earth, that we have
no hopes that his cendition can be ameliorated by ordi- |
nary means. - Africa gives us no betier profpeft. That
pomon which was cnce civilized, has been reduced
dack to barbarifm. Europésis in a ftate. of ferment,
and her tuture deftiny may baffle all our calculations.
So far as hiftory and a knowledge of the human
heart will aid our conjeétures, we may confider Europe

L

.as declining in improvement, and reverting back to

the darknefs 2 and. ferocity of the middle ages.

One of two confequences will probasly refult frem
the prefcnt {yftem of mrafures purfuing by France—
‘Either all Xurope wiil bend-to the conquerors, an: d {ub-
mit to be tritmtary ; ;o ail Europe will sife and Gnige
to refift them by force of arms.—-In the At cale,
Furope will {ufter a aniverfal declenflion in the arg) 1n
feience, 1n manners, and 1a freedom ; and in the 1afi,
all arts mwft be fulpended, excepr the art of war arxl

- IS mmmar::: .

- Itis afaveonte wdea with fome enthufiafts that the
French, by introducing a revolutionary {pirit in the
¢ antries they conquer, and overturning the defpotifim
that opprefivs them, will awaken the people from their
torpor ana excite into adtion thofe powers which con-
ftiture the dignity of man. -

But there cannot be a more fallacious cpinion, nor
one that 1s more pr)mted]y contradiéted b) (‘Vﬁt‘y’ pam,
of hiftery. Improvemeart arifes from competiiion, in
a ftate of fociety, where tranquility foflers rafte, and
laws fecure to every man the fruits of his induflry.
But under the dominion of a foreign power, all emula-
tion is deftroyed.  Induftry is ﬂenerated and nurled by
independence ; but under the control of a foreign go-
vernment, 1t muft wither and perifh.

Let examples decide this queftion. It has been faid
that the Romans introcuced their arts -and civility of
manners, among the barbarians - whamn they fubidued.
But this 1s not true to arv confiderable vxeent. \Whac
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progrefs did the the native Gauls or Britons make in
civilization, under the {five hundred years dominion of
the Romans ? Has hiftory -named <2e man among
thofe nations, who acquired fame in arts or fcience ?
Has one monument of improvement among; the milli-
ons of the Gauls, Germans.and Britons who lived un-
der the dominion of the Romans, been preferved ?
Probab]y not one. - |

On the cther hand, Greece, after he was conquered
by the Romans, the leamed the -polite, the generous
Romans, loft her ambition, her arts, and her charalter;
Egypt. alfo declined under- their government ; while
Judea and Carthage, attually vanifhed from among
the nations of the earth.  Such is the effec of con uett,

- A vanguifhed nationis a debafed, a degraded nation.
The brave Romans themfelves, when they were con-
quered by the Northern Barbarlans,. aradually loft their
elevition of charaCer, and .funk to a level with their
flaves.—With their charaéter and their. freedom, the
Romans loft their arts ; humpc by conqueft, was. re-
auced to flavery, and under the military {yftem which
followed the reduction of the Roman Empire, was, for
mauny centurics, overfpread with darknefs and ferocity.

Precifely the fame has been the effeét of the Saracen -
and Turkifh conquefts, in all parts of the world where
their arms have extended. And from the uniform te-
nor of facts, we draw the conclufion, that.the nation-
which afpires to univerfal dominion, folicits the reign

{ Barbarifm. Indeed it is a. melancholy truth, that
the progrefs of civilization . and refinement, has ever
been defeated or retarded by a paffion for conqueft.—
- An Alexander, an Omar, or a Buonaparte, may in a
vear, deftroy the arts, and cxnnwmﬂl the genius ofa -
nation. Where 1s the Iralian, who will toil for years,
with his pencil or his chifel, if an ediét from a diftant

vrant can, at any moment, take. from bim the fruits of
his labor, and ffom kis country, the monumen:s of: his
mgenuity £ - L
| “Such m.._wr,abl will be the ultimate effe&t of the uni- -
- verfal deminion of Yrance—a toml proftration of asLs -
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among:the vanquﬂ'hed natlons, and the extmm%ment
ofigenius. 1. - ol L s o RYEIE
On-the other hand ﬂlOU]d thc nations “of Europé
combmc to repel ‘the aggrefﬁons of France, whatever
'n'ty ‘he the-final refult, the:firft effedtymutt. be; to arm
‘nations in mafs, and’all-Europe muft affume a mlitary
-characteér:: ~“This.condition of mankind s nearly as un
“favorable for' improvement in arts - and. c1v111zed life,
as the lethargyof defpotifm.=— i o
The prefent waris allo charn&enzecl by’ circumftan-
_cs that ‘are ‘more than ufually hoftile tomorality. That
‘{‘*Jecxes of national piracy; or suthorized. p]under, which
s mdu]ged on'the ocean; is demoralfzing mankind with
A rapidity that exceeds .all cnlculatxon. Should- the
practice continue a few’ years: longer, “we miay expettto
“fee.revived-the condition.of man .in the tenth century,
~when all' commerce: avaspiracy ;,and when the: Norwe-
‘gians.and ‘Danes; like modern’ Algiers, laid Edrope vn-
der tribute: - ‘Already:are the moral, as.well as politi-
-cal: confequences.of this:practice: v1ﬁblf., in every ‘quar-
~ter;;-licentious men-abandon . their country; arm  priva-
. teers, and ‘plunder - their fellow-citizens.; others, swith
-More addxeis, but no lefs treachery, léague with. the fo-
reign/pirates, {ecretely" fupply " them with means; - and
~while:they-walk our ftreets, in'the chara&er of Gentle-
men; are fharing. the plunder. Such- is: the effe@of
‘the piratical warfare now profecuted on:the: ocean,*fﬂnd
ansage will;notrepair this' wafte 6f moral- principles.
i.In ‘nationaland .focial morallt}f the -licentious:and
*anl‘mCIplfzd rulersiof ta greatempité miay--fpeedily
break dowh-the batriers of good*‘]awc;,‘wlmh wife men
~have labored for ages o eret atr'unPc the favage paffi-
“ons of :untutored man ;! juft asiin’ drts, - the knife.of a
“madman; or'the hatcht:t of atbarbariapymay, in-a mo-
ment, defpoil-the: fineft ‘produétions’of-a Raphael or a
‘Titian.—~Itis the deftiny of human affairs, that the fo- -
bleft efforts of wifdom and genius, arc, ‘liable contxnu—
ally.fo be defeated by blockheads.” - L

That ﬁare of focwry which renders bad men mafters
1 --__ " tB" ey ~:- o . ' -, L
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of the good, is unfriendly to improvement and to- hap-
pinefs. Such is a ftate of dcfpotlf n-—-—and fuch, 1n:a
degree, is a ftate of war. o
‘On the other hand, that condition of m'm, Wthh fe-
cures to lim freedom in the exercife of allhis rational
facultles, and -at the-fame time, places him:beyond- the
reach of demagogues, tyrants and mobs, 'is bett adapt-
ed to évery fpec:es of improvement. TR
Such-a, ftate of fociety. is not to be found in Af' a,
~ Africa or Europe. The. two former are: overfpread
with 1gnorance and defpotifm ; the latter is agltated by
an 1nveterate conteft; between the advocates of the old
;fy{tf'ms and the delirious projectors of wﬁonary {chemes
-of reformation.—-The dove of peace; of virtue and of
. religion, will, for a long time, find no veft in that. quar-
. ter of the globe America alone. feemns to be referved
by Heaven as-the dequeftered region, where religion,
virtue and the arts-may find a peaceful retrrement from
- the tempefts-which-agitate Europe.- And it is a‘cir-
-cumftance that’ ought not -to. ‘elcape our obfervation,
that our revolution happencd In good. time, to prepare
an, empire: and a. free governmcnt for the reception of
- the wrecks - of the little freedom - which Eumpe enjoy-
“ed.—The chriftian.and the lover of freedom may con-_
fider this-continent as deftined by Heaven; to fave and
to folter the {eeds:of-a-pure church: and excellent: con..
- ftitutions of government, which may hereafter be tranf-
. planted to-Europe, when' the hoftile fpirit-of the pre-
' fent revolution: fhall have fwept away :all the old eftab-
~lithments.  After Europe thall have been fcourged with
. defpotifm in every thape §” the defpotifin of kings; and
of mobs, of hierarchies;" of' athelf’cs, of viflonary- theo-
- rifts';.of armies<by. land:and pirates by fea ; aﬁ:er the
-halF of her pecple have been facrificéd to the ambition
~of menj under.the different covers of crewns and liber-
*tV*CapS ; the furvivors, - weary of eternal-difcord, of er-
“ror, of faction, .of the perfecution of princes and pri-
- vate clubs 5 of war, aflaflination and perfonal danger,
_the mcwmbl... fruits of atheifin-and chimerical {yftems

- of gavernment ; wxll recayer from thcu dcluﬁon and

) ¢
!
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feek a Ihclter from -their miferies, under well tempered
forms of government, analogous to that of the United
~ States, and under the bemon influence of that rational
fyftem of religion, which is ‘the only {ure bafis of private
happmefs and. public -profperity.

-Should . this be the deflination of the United Stares,
the idea furnifhes new and powerful reafons for guard-
ing the independence and government of our country,
from the arts and the affaults of Kuropean nations.—
If, in the old world, men are doomed rto fleep away
their exiftence in the torpor of flavery, or to live in end-
lefs hoftility, perpetually fhedding each others blood, or
only enjoying fhort intervals.of repolfe, while r(,{’tmfr on
their arms ; we have the more reafon to cling to the
confhtutlon, the laws, to the civil and re]rglous 1nftitu-
tions of our country, and to cherifh the pacific policy
which doubles the value of thofe bleflings.—If there is
a nation on ‘earth which enjoys the fame portion of free-
dom as the people of this country, a knowledge of that
nation has never yet reached us.—And the condition
“of Europe herfelf demands of us that we fhould refift
with energy and fuccefs, all attempts to introduce a-
mong us, the principles and the vices which difturb
her repofe. - '

Even admitting what fome enthufiafts affirmy, that
the prefent pohtrcal florms in Europe are receffary to
roufe men from their lethargy, awaken their dormant
faculties, and mvigorate their minds, yet this contide-
ration furnifhes no reafon why we fhould {uffer the fame
revolutionizing frenzy to penetraté into this peaceful
Republic. We probably enjoy, at this moment, more
of the bleffings of freedom, than. European nations can
acquire ; and more than the people, 1n their corrupt and
debafed condition, are capable -of enjoying.—T he ex-
treme pride and jealoufy of the rich and the noble, on
the onc hand ; and the ignorance and ferocity of the
‘peafantry, on the other, abfolutely preclude fucha frate
of property, and of reciprocal confidence and refpedt, as
we enjoy, and as we hold to be effential to a free go-
vernment.—Hence the difficulty and danger of at-
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tempting any gredt innovation in European -govein-
ments ; difficulties which have hitherto deleated . all
fchemes for fuddenly ameliorating the conutlon of its
inhabitants, .. -~ — S

From thefe conﬁderatlons, let us learn to eftimate
the value of the polition we hold.on - the globe, and of
our civil and religious-inftitutions. Let us confider
them as facred- depofits entrufted to our care by the
God of nations, to be guarded with vigilance; and to
be handed down ummpdred to pofterity. '

At no period -ince we become a nation, have our

-political -affairs been {o critical; as-at this. moment.

okl
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

Ambition, under the fpecious cover of republicanifm,
and infidelity, under the deceptive title of reafon, have
affumed the fcepter and the fword, and are ftalking o-
ver the earth, with glant-fteps, levelling the mounds
which wifdom and policy had raifed, to reftrain the vi-
cious propenfities of men; turning the. phylfical againft
the morai force of 1 nation ; dréiﬂ' oing, frem feats of jui-
tice, the wile and the vcnerablt.,, and ‘replacing them
wich bullies and coxcombs ; encouraging viclence and
robbery, undes pretence of introducmcr a factitious e-
quality ; plundering {tates, under the name of taking

pay for. pmtt:&mfr them ; dethroning God and tramP-

III}UOH man; ALt SRR S 4 Steb e sttt et 4P TR T AR BT

In the nrofeccution of this fyftem, and ; i thc confufi-
on that m{'ults from ‘it, the Jaws of political and moral
obligation are forgotten or contemned ; authoritics,
venerable for txuths, fanctioned by age and the conient
of nauons, are difcarded and left to mou]del in.the neg-
le&ed corners of libraries ; while men commit cheir | In-
terells to the. guidance of untried theofies: One-nati-
on f{iezes property on the high feas, under ‘pretence of
diftrefling her enemy ; while “another thinks 1t fuffici-
ent - to ]ufhfy reprifals, that fhe,.is_no worfe than her

Bl S

~peignbors.  Nceutral nations “are ‘plundered  at fea,

threatened with invafion, or- civil war, .and without a
fdulr, CU"TI[“f.'”Ld to purchafe peace, with enormous tii-
bute, under the name of diplomatic gratu:tles or loan

,=—Should this -ftare of things contirue for a few }el .



llllllllllllll

( 13 )

longer; national juftice will be erafed from our vocabu-
Jaries ; All political intercourfe between governments,
will .he managed folely by- money ; juftice muft be
bought and {old ; officers, muft be hired to- perform
their duty ; the poor:man will lofe his rights, becaufe
he cannot pay the premium. demanded by a rapaclous
judge, and . the temples of juftice will become dens of
thieves. - Such will be: the civil ftate of the world,

while commerce will be the object of plunderat fea, an(l
on land, formidable armics will enforce the tyrant’s
claim, and filence the clamor of the opprefied.

. Such are the  inevitable confequences of that falfe
| phllofophy which has been  preached in the world by
Rouffeau, . Condmcet, Godwin .and other vifionaries,
who, fit down in their clofets to frame fyftems of go-
vernment, which are-as unfic for practice, as a vellel of
paper for the tranfportation of men on the troubled oce-
an. ‘In all ages-of the world, a political projector or
fyftem-monger of. popular . talents, has been a greater
{courge to ‘lociety than a peililence.

. While then we re¢joice that nature has placed our
‘¢ goodly heritage”  at an.immenfe diftance from -the
difturbances which harrafs Europe ;- and that our ci-
tizens have had the fortitude ro dlﬁulvt. our political
de pendence, our liberties, our commerce, and our prin-
Cl ﬁln_s, with the firmnefs of freemen, and the prudence
of’ enlightened ftatefmen. L.etusremuember that force
never makes a convert; that no amelicration of focie-
ty. can be wrought by violence; and that an atrempt to
reforin men by computfion muﬂ produca more calami-
ties than benefits. . Let us reject the ipirit of maxing
profelytes to particular creeds, by any other means than
perfuafion—that fanaticifm in pOllthS, which, like bi-
gotry 1n religion, dogmatically arrogates the exclufive
prwdcm: of knowing what 1s'right and denouncing all
difference of 0p1mon as damnable herefy.—A fanatical
republican, who mmpofes his form of government on
his neighbors, by viclence, or filences op; ‘Oﬁtlmlby the
Uu;llf.}tti‘l 1s asmuch a bigor, and a tyrant, as the Yope

relation to that quarter of thédarth'; let us guard 6t iy
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‘who fhuts the Bible againft mvei‘ugatlon, and burns a
heretic at the ftake. *

Let us never forget that the corner ftone of' all re-
pubhcan governments, 1s, that the will of every citizen
1S conrmlled by the laws, or fupreme will of the {tate.
T'hat moment.in which the regular authoritics ceafe to
govern, that ‘moment the principles of .our confti-
tution are-proftrated, and we are flaves. How little do
the advocates of private affociations for the purpofe of
influencing government, reflet on the effe& of their
prmcaplcs. The fame reafon which will juftify men of
one defcription of principles, in attempting a private
infAuencé upon government, not known to the laws,
will juftifs men of every other defcrlptxon, i  affociat-
ing for their particular purpofes ; and in: the'monftrous
collifion of interefts, which-would - certainly, . arife  out
of fuch cabals; fome- party muft be the vidtim of the |
hoftile paffions of its rival, and one party has nearly the
fame chance to be' the V:&m as another.——This re-
.. mark has been verified' in France in its” fulleft .extent.
" In the rapid {ucceflion-of' parties, which have arifen,
flourifhed for .2 few days, and: difappeared under the
murderous guillotine, probably no one was traiterous
or hofiile to the country: but they had'different views
to aniwer ; a difference of views generated hatred, ha-
tred foon produced open hOﬂlelt v, force decided, and
the death or emle of the weakeft party clomd the com-
plulom ; "

- With iuch melancholv truths before our =yes, let us
never {uffer an external mﬂuence, unknown to the laws
of our country, to interpofe and warp its adminiftration.
How glorious was it for Amcrlc..a that her revolution,
was gmded by wife and able men;.and that fcarcely w as
its progrefs difgraced by a popular ‘tumult T If thereis
a fpecies of defponfm, more ferocious, more: mercilefs,
~ and inexorable, than another, it is the dominion of bul-
lies and ruffians. - May the illuftrious exzmple of the
conduttors of the American revolution, be facred to
xmxtatlon, in every period of our hiftory ! - |



(15 )

Never, my fellow citizens, let us exchange our civil and -
religious inftitutions for the wild theories of crazy pro-
jectors; ‘or the fober, induftrious moral habits of our
country, for experiments in atheifim and lawlefs demo-
cracy. - Experience is.a {afe pilot; but experiment 1s a
dangerous ocean, full of rocks and fhoals I—

Since the - eftablithment of our independence, and
more efpecially fince the operation of our national go-
vernnient, our growth and profperity have venfied the
moft fanguine prediCtions. In the general information
of the body of citizens, and in mechanical ingenuity, the
American charalter ftands probably- unrivalled—in e-
very branch of {cience, it 1s highly refpeétable.  No na-
tion can boaft of more. induftrious and enterprizing ci-
tizens. Already our commerce holds probably tie {e-
cond rank, and many of this aflembly may live to fee

fhlppmg and cammerce of the Umted States nold
the Jfirft rank on the ocean. -

Such advantages of a political, moral and commercial
nature are not to be bartered away for vifionary fChLInC.:
of government or fraternal embraces.

. Why fhould we {fuffer our nation to be {plit } into par-
ties about the contefts in Europe ¢ Why degrade our-
felves todifpute whether the baftile or the gmlloune 1S
the more dreadful inftrument of defpotifm ? Whether
the government of Jingland or France is the more ty-
rannical ? Or whether the Laglifh or French privateers
rob us of the moft property 2 Thefe queflions may
occupy private curiofity,” but ought not to afteét our
attachment to our own o‘ovcmment or divide us 1nto
fattions. Our bufinels is to love our country, and to
maintain its iidependence.  Of what confcqur:ncc, Is 1t,
which of the Kuropean nations requires us to {urrender
ourmdc.pcndunca 5. or whether the requifition appears
-in the candid mode of claiming unconditional fubmifii-
on, orin the more infidious Ih;,lpc of demands on us for
lmns.. oratuities and fraternity ? Where is the man, who
in 77 ¢ put on the foldicr, to refift the impofition of a three
penny duty on tea; yet will now fhrug his fhouiders, like
3 culpm at the w lnppmrr poft, and fay 10 the rench
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government, <-we will give you'a few millions, . if you
will only let us alone ; we are afraid—we are very:much
aftaid: of war” ! .1 l——My, fnends, had:this been - the
{anguage of *75,:we fhould have had no mdependencc
 %oO. commemcrate-—and at' this- moment, our - ports
would have been filled with Britith tide waiters.—But
ur fathers were men—~they: were heroes and patriots—
they fought—they conquered=—and they bequeathed to
us a r:ch inheritance of iiberty and empire, which we
have no right to furrender to the all grafpmﬂ' fangs of
the French government:: . - *'
- Yes, my-fellow freemen’; we have a rich and grow-
ing empire—we have a lucrative commerce to.protect
~-we have’ indefeafible. rights—we have:an - excellent
{yftem of religion and of government—we have - wives
and children and fifters to defend;.and God forbid that
:the {oil. of .America* fhould fu&aln the wretch, who
wants the will or the Ipirit to defend them. - *~"
et us then rally round the Independence and Con-
Aftitation of our country ; refolved, to a man, that we
will never lofé by folly, dlfumon or cowardice, what has
been planncd by w:idom, and purclnfcd wnh blood
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