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Boston, July bth, 18141,

Samver Aoams Wries, Esquinr.
SIR,

At a mecoting of your Republican Fellow
Citizons, at Fanuiel-Hall this day, it wis unanimously Voted, that
the thanks of the wmeeting bo presented to you for the Oration
which you this morning delivered at thetr request, and that a copy
ke requested for the press.

We, having been appointed a committce to communicate to you
the above proceedings, beg leave to add our wiches, that you will
be pleased to comply with that of your Republican Fellow Citi-
zcng a3 above expressed.

We are, most respectfully,
Your obedient servants,
Yiren 'l:'un‘s,

Jacon Hace, Comanaltee.
Wirtiam IncarLs,

Boston July 6th. 1819.
GENTLEMEN,

In comphance with the vote of our Republican
Fellow Citizens, communicated in your Letter of yesterday’s date,
[ submit to you, for publication, a c.py of the Oration delivered by

me at their request.
I am, Respectfully, Gentlemen,

Y our most obedient Servant,
S. A. WELLS.

Messre. Firca Furrs,
Jacos Hawr,
Wirriay Isoarts.



ORATION.

THE return of this anniversary brings with it
accumuleted  evidence of the blessings which flow
from our country’s independence. Assembled, fellow
citizens, in commemoration of that glorious achieve-
ment, we are naturally led to a cousideration of its
causes, by which a wide and Juxuriant ficld opens up-
on the view ; but it has been so often explored, that
its Leauties have becﬁme familiar, and the charm of
novelty is broken. "Xf, in moving over this wide ex-
panse, we meot with little to gratify the transicnt
pleasures of the mmagination, we may find much to
clevate the deeper qualities of the mind : the rise, pro-
gress and termination of the American Revolation,
will ever be an ioteresting theme, while patriotisi
has a votary ; or hiberty, afriend. As our eavly histo-
ry is remotely connected with our present subject, et
us glance at some of its principal events, that we may
see the nature of our political connexion with the par.-
ent country, the tenure by which our civil and reli-
gious privileges were held, and the relative political
situation of the people of the two countries.

We, fellow citizens, have the singular advantage of
being able to trace our national origin to its source.
We can follow the gradations by which aur country
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nscondad from feebleness, to steength 5 from power, (o
glory 5 from hev condition as a mere satellite in the
political system, to her doparture from that limited op-
bit, to move in the/more extended sphore of uations,
Wo arve not, thercfore, necessitated to ntopt the course
pursued by other natious in regard to their primitive
bistory: with them fiction has taken the place of fact,
aud whers the sober pen of the historian has failed, it
has been supplied by tho imagination of the poet. If
we do not boast of being desconded frown gods and he-
roes, wo may exall with rational pride, that our Re-
public was fonnded by men, whose memories are worx-
thy the venoration of posterity.

| P
Qur ancestors, the first setliers of New-England,

abandoned their native country to seek an asylum from
religious porsecution. Their departure was an act of
their own treo will; and not to escape from the pun-
':i‘gl_inﬂmt due to violated laws, nor to establish a socte-
ty-fhat should be free from moral and political re-
straints. They were not an ignorant, nor a licentious
hody of men ; but were distinguished fer the regularity
of their lives. and the purity of their morals. At the
place of their nativily, they were men of acknowledged
piety and virtue. "Fheir public offences were refusing
to conform fo the ceremonies of the astablished church,
and to comply with a royal ordinance, which they con-
ceived to be repugnant to the principles of religion:
for these, they were persecuted, and to escape from the
iyranny of their persecutors, they left their native coun-
try, and encoantered perils and hardships for the pos.
session and enjoyment of that high prerogative o man §
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religions liberty. They fivst proceeded to the Buropoan
continent 3 and after having resided some years within
the territories of the vepublic of Holland, they resoly.
ed on removing (0 America. At that period, nearly
the whole extont of North America waa clanimed by the
Britikh crown by right of first discovery, Agrecably
to this vight, patents had been granted by James the
fleat to certain individaals in Kngland, who were incor.
poratcd and kuown as the Vigginia company, and the
council of Plymouth, aund to whom all that part of the
continent claimed by Great Britnin was ceded by the
crowu upon certatn conditions.  Our ancectors having
obtained from the Virginia company a rvight to settle
within the limits prescribed by their patent, em’ rked
forthis land which was then the habitation of the beasts
of the forest, and a fievce aud warlike race of savages.
After a long, boisterous and unpropitious voyage, they
arrived at an inclement scason of the year,* and land-
¢d upon the most barren and inhospitable part of our
coast.t Bul not being within the Virginian limits,
they had no right to settle at the place of their arrival s
but futigued and exhausted with the length f their
voyage, unacquainted with the coast, together with the
late and tempestuous season of the year, they resolved
to remain in their present situation. The patent of
the council of Plymouth extended from the coast of

New Jersey to the gulf of the 8t, Lawrence ;i
within which was comprehended that part of the con-

¥ November, 1620. t Cape Cod.

1 From the latitude of 40° te 48° N.° and from sca te sex, s
the charter expressed it.
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tinont, which, from that time to the prosent, 10 known
as New.Xngland.  Upon an application to that body,
our ancestors obtained a grant to a part of their ter-
vitory, within tho. present “mits of Massachnsstts,
it was within these lLimits, that thie fathers of Now.
Hugland had landed.  "Fheir first act after their arri-
val, was an act of devolion to God, in gratitude for hisg
many hlessings 3 their next was the organization of
their little society into a hody politic.  Being British
gubjects, they acknowladged their allegiance to the
British crown. They then hegan their settlement un-
der many discouraging circiumstances. 'The first year
after their arrival, one half of their number fell vic-
tims to the hardships and fatigues through which they
had passed. The survivors being men of firmness,
perseverance and fortituds, were not discouraged 5 hut
they continued in the work which they had begun, and
(od prospered their oxertions.

The continunnce of that tyrannicai spirit which had
driven the first seltlers from England, caused further
emigrations, and additional setilemeats to be founded
in Massachusetts.

In 1627, a patent was purchased by a number of in-
dividuals of the council of Plymouth, whe ceded to
them that part of their territory <¢ which may be called
Massachusetis proper,”* together with all the rights
and privileges that nad been granted to them by the
Crown.

* Minoft.
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In the yoar 1628, n charter was oblained from
Yharles the flest, incorporaling thom by *he name of

the ¢ Govornor and Company of Massachusetts-Bay

in Now-Kngland.”  This charter formed, in part, the
constitution of government for. thia celony. It was
therein expressly declared, that the ¢ subjects who
should go and inhabit within the said lands, and their
children which shall happen to be bhorn there, or on
the seas going thither, shall have and enjoy all liber-
ties and immmunitics of free and natural subjects,
within any of the dominions of us, our heirs or suc-
cesaors, Lo all intents, construclions aud purposes what-

soever, as if they, and every of them were horn within
the realm of Knagland.”

Similar privileges were secured to the Virginia com.
pany, aund they weve subseduently confirmed by an act
of parliament.* ‘Thus the subjects in every part of
the British empire were equally entitled by law, as
well as by nature, to the same degree of political 1ib-
erty. The spirit of cmigration continuing, their num-
bers fast augmented, and new colenies were founded
and charters obtained.

Thus organized, they soon flourished and rapidly
increased in wealth and strength. 'he successive
generations in New-England were distinguished by as
strong an attachment to thetr political liberty, as their
fathers had evinced for their religious privileges.
IMany controversies arose bhetween the different
branchzs of the government, respecting the niatuve and

* Of 13th of Geo orre 2L
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extent of their civil rights, during theie progress from
infancy.to manhood.

Tho people of Massachusetls were governed agree-
ably to thoir flrst charter, till tho year 1633, when, in
consoquence of their having evinced an attachment to
their political freedom, too strong for the times, their
chavter was vacated by Charles the second.  The ty-
ranny which was suffered in England under the reign
of this prince, and his successor, James the sccond,
extended its baneful influence to this laud of freedom 4
and New.Engliaud, for a season, was polluted with as
absolute a despotism under Sir Edmund Aundross, as
ever was suffered by degraded Rome under a Nero,
or n Calignla. Bat his sway was of short: duration.
The people of Boston rose in arms, scized and con-
fincd the tyrant, and afterwards seut him to England
to answer for bis crimes, under a new order of things.

After the revolution in England, and the establish-
ment of William and Mary upon the throne, a new
charter was obtained, which was not geuerally ap-
proved by the pcople of the province. Some changes
of Importance were made from the old charter.
Among others, the governor was to be appeiated by
the king, instead of being eclected by the people, as
formerly. Their limits were enlarged, and the colony
of Plymouth, and the province of Maine and Nova-
Scotia were united with Massachusetts. Bay. It seemed
to be intended, that the government, by this charter,

should be as analogous to the Dritish constitution, as



)

9

tircumstances would admit. ‘T'he advantage that was
eained, and which reconciled the people to it was, that
it mranted ¢ religious toleration to all, except papists.”
‘T'his privileze was not secured to them in their former
charter, and its enjoyment rested upon the faith of a roy-
al promise, that they should not be disturbed for their
mode of religious worship. ‘Their rights as British sub-
jects: were also fully confirmed.  Under the present
charter the people were contented and happy: and it
was continned to them till the year 1774,

T'o the support of the wars which had been declar-
od by the king, who, in thig, was the supreme authority,
the pwplt, of this part of the empire had largely con-
tributed : thelr treasure they had liberally expended;
and their blood had freely flowed.  The military ope._
rations in Canada and the West Indies 5 the reduction
of Louisburg, ln 1745, and the Havana, in 1762, fur-
nish munural)le evidence of the exertions of New-
England for the gencral benefit, and of the distin-
euished valour of her troops.

At the genceral peace of 1763, tranquility prevailed
over the whole British empire. T'he ties of affection
between the colonies and the mother country, were
strengthened with thetr growth; and more perfect
barmony had never existed between them, than at
this period of their history.

In consequence of the signal services which had
been rendered by the colonies in the last war, their

strength and resources became objects of attention,
8)

o
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and the government of England determined to make
the conrioxion more exclusively boneficial to the pa-
rent conntry. ‘To effect this purpose, the ministry re-
solved to attempt an entire change of the system which
had existed from the flrst seltlement of the country ;
the most valuable rights secured by their charters were
to be destroyed ;5 distinctions were {o be made belween
the subjects who were born withiu the realm, and those
who were born in the colonies.

The Inglishman hoasted that the constitution secur-
ed him in the possession of his liberty ;5 that no mem-
ber of Liis government could move out of the limits
which that prescribed ;3 and that no part of his pro-
perty could be taken from him without higiown con-
secnt In person, or by his representative.

But the colonists, who were equally entitled to all the
benefits of that constitution, were to be subjected to
the authority of a parliameni, which claimed the right
of making laws binding upon them in all cases what-
soever ; and this, too, without their having a singie
representative in that legislature ; one branch of which
was chosen by the people of Kngland themselves.

The constitution was to be applied one way for the
people of England, and another for the people of the
colonies. They were to be freemen; we were to be
slaves. Badges of slavery were to be worn by the
oine, while the cap of liberty was to grace the other.

We approach, fellow citizeus, to a period which is
interesting in the history of our country and to man-
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kind. We border upon the commencement of that
aystem founded upon these principles; a systewm, the
eflecting of which may have enchained the whole
Christian world to the footstool of tyranny and des-
potism.

Phe first measure adopted for this purpose, was at
the close of the warin 1703, in the aspect of a taxation.
Openly to advance their pretentions to the claims which
they contemplated to establish, they rightly coneeived
would create an immediate and a geneval alarm ;5 they
therefore deemed it expedient to execute it in a manner
that would not exceite the suspieions of the people. The
right of laying duties upon arlicles of merchandize for
the regulation of commerce had long been practised by
parliament, and had never been denied by the colonists
themselves, although the acts of trade had oceasioned
some degree of public irritation and complaint.  "his
was the mode by which the ministerial plan was to be
introduced. 1In 1764 an act was passed imposing du-
tics on articles imported into the colonies ; not for the
purpose of regulating trade, but with the express design
of raising a revenue. The intention of such a proce-
dure had been made known in Eugland some time pre-
vious to its being carried into effect 5 and the information
was communicated to the General Court of Massachi-
setts by their Agent in London. 'The fact soon traps-
pired, bnt it received less attention than its importance
demanded. 'T'he people were not aware of the danger-
ous tendency of this infraction of their rights by charter.
But the vigilant patriots of this metropolis saw the oh-
ect in a proper light. Before the passing of the act
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thoy sounded the alnrm. . In the instructions given by
tho people of Boston in May 1764, o their representa.
{ives in the General Assembly, they declared the prin.
ciplo of the act to be & violation of their charter night
to govern and to tax themselves 5 that it struck at vheir
British privileges ;3 and they add, if taxes are laid upon
us in any shape without our having a lesal representa-
tion where they are laid, are we not reduced from tho
character of free subjects to the miserable state of trib-
ulary slaves ?

This, fellow citizens, is the foundation stone uvpon
which our Republic is built.

This was coon followed by the Stamp act, the prin-
ciple of which was similar ; but, being more extensive
in its operation and important in its coffects, was more
generally and violently opposed.  Petitions for its re-
peal and remonstrances against its principle, were sent
to the king and parliament by many of the colonial as-
gsemblies. T"he murmurs of the people were loud and
deep. A storm so furious was raised, that the whole
conlinent was convulsed. The lightning of Virginia
flashed in the south, and the thunder of Massachu-
getts rolled in the north. The effects reached to
ihe throne: the petitions were heard, and the act
was repealed. But, while they desisted from the
practice of their principles, in the declaratory act an-
nexed to the repeal, they formally asserted, with as lit-
tle dignity as justice, their right of making lawsg bind-
ing upon the colonies in all cases whatsover. What
power conld be more absolute than this 7 and what
people could he more abject slaves than those, whe
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were subjected to rulers avmoed with so unlimited ay
authomty ? If the British parliament possessed such
an uncontrouled power, what vight, civil or religious
could the colonsts be snid to possess? The parlia-
ment was invested with no such power; but it was the
design of the ministry to establish it: its exercise
was a rebollion against the most sacred rights of the
people, and legnlized und sanctified their resistance
agninst every attempt to enforce so absolute a princi-
ple of tyranny.

The pretentiens to this right were not suffered long
lo sleep. 1n the year 1767 they were again revived,
and trade ogce more became the object. Duties for
the raising of a revenue were Ievied on several articles
of imporiation. "T'he effect of the act was resisted in
this town by a non-importation among the merchants,
and the measure was followed by some of the commer-
cial ports of the other colonies. 'The prompt and
decided opposition with which every infraction of their
rights had been met by the ichabitants of Beston, while
it brought upon them the hostility of the British min-
1stry, obtained the applause of every friend to political
liberty. 1ts patriots became the objects of ministerial
vengeance : the royal governor of the province was
directed to seize upon some of those illustrious men,
who dared to assert their couniry’s freedom, in defi-
ance of the threats of power. 'These magnammeous
Republicans were to be torn from their families and
their homes ; transported across the wide Atlantic, to
appear before the royal tribunal of jusatice, there for
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their patriotism to be condemned to sufter the pennlties
of trensor.  But, follow citizens, the hanad of arbiteary
power was not sufliciently strong to dare to execule so
base a desigu in this lund of freedom.,

T'o enforco submisston to the last act of parlinment
a fleet and army wero ordered for this port.  'F'o aug-
mont the difficulties v.hich auch a measure naturally
tonded to create, tho troops on their arrival wore landoed
in the town and quartered upon the inhabitants. Sen-
tries were posted around the hall of legislation : can-
non were planted at its doors, and the members of the
logislature were challenged when passing to perform
their pablic duties. The engines of arliifrary power
were displayed in all their terrors ;3 but the designed
effect was lost: the people were not discouraged, nor
intimidated by them from a manly and decided expres.-
sion of their sentiments. ‘T'he House of Representives
resented with spirit the indignities that were offered
them. The Assembly refused to proceed to business
while they were surrounded by military power. Their
language was firm, dignified and patriotic, and they
evinced the spirit of men who were determined to
be free.

The consequences that flowed from those measures
might have been foreseen. The tragical events on the
night of the &th of March, 1770, were the terrible
result. The sanguinary deeds that are recorded on
that page of your history, filled the measure of public
indignation. It was proclaimed in tones that caused
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the minions of power to tremble, and to bow with sub.
mission to the majesty of the-people. The mandate
went forth that the soldiers slidbuld bo removed from
the wown, It was obeyed 5 the whirlwind of populax
fury passed, and the capital, for n season, reposed in
peace.

The narlinment, apparently conscions of the injus-
Licc of their acta, and convinced that the colonists were
not to be reduced under their subjection without a
strugele, sought to effect a retreat without wounding
thetr pride.  Ior this purpose the last act like that of
the same natare which had preceeded it, was partially
repealed ¢ Digt 1n order to preserve their claim to the
right which they had assumed, the tax upon the arti-
cle of tea for the raising of a revenue was continued.
Toreconcile the people to their procedure, and, as they
thought, to prevent their opposition, the former duty of
one shilling for the regulation of trade, was reduced
to three pence for raising a revenue, 'But, fellow citi-
zens, it was the principle, against which our patriots
contended § not the amount of the tax : the na’'ure of sla-
very is not altered by the weight of the ehain.  Bul the
Beitish parliament had rvetreated to their last positic:,
and this they intended to maintain at all hazards. Ships
with that article on board were expedited from Eng-
land to several ports on this continenty "The fact was
known in the colontes before their ﬁival, and meas.
ures were taken to defeat the design. It was settled
among the principal persons in several colonies thal
the tea should not be landed, but sent back in the same
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successful in some of American ports : hut the glory
of an open and manly resistanee was to he reserved
for the town of Buoston.  'When the ships with the tea
were arrived, a town meeting was called and every
measure was pursued to avert the necessity of their
final determination.  T'he persons interested expressed
a willingness Lo comply with the general wish, by
sending it back. Repeated applications were made to
the governor for permisston for the ships to pass the
castle with the tea on board: but without success.
What then, fellow citizens vemained to be done? If
the tea had been landed the duty must lm;n, been paid,
the ministry would have heer victorious, and a fatal
precedent  established.  Tha slternative that they
embraced, nnd the act which foilowed were justi-
finble in the ere of heaven, and in the disinterested esti-
mation of men. They defeated the insidious designs
of a corrupt ministry to make them slaves. The ton
was destroyed, and by a band of patriots, whose garb
was indicative of the native freedom of the land. It
was executed with a spirit that was worthy of the
cause in which they were engaged. 'T'he ministry hav-
ing failed to accomplish this, their favourite plan, re-
sentinent ook the »lace of wisdom. The efficacy of
punishment was to be tried to reduce the pecple to
submission. Ths Boston Port Bill was accordingly
passed with tha& intent. ‘This was soon followed by
the act for the Impartial Administration of Justice, so
called. By the ‘irst the port was shut against all trade.
Nou vessels were allowed lo enter, or to depart. "Lhe
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Custom-house was removed to Salem 5 all husiness was
susponded 5 the consequent distross was heavy and gen.
cral,  The weight of this oppressive act was to be re-
moved upon condition, that the inhabitants would make
n pocuniary compensation for the tea that had heen-de.
slroyed 3 thereby to neknowledge thewmselves to have
heenin the wrong, and to yield up those positions, which,
with o Roman fortitude they had so long and so nobly
defended.  "This measuare of the ministry was support-
¢d by their friends in the town, who stiennously exert.
ed themselves to obtain the compliance of the inhabit-
auts with this condition 3 but the people were deaf to
their arguments and to the voice of their own sufferings.
‘They rejected the terms with indignation and glorious-
ly adhiered to their principles.

T'he second act was of a nature far more serious in
its consequences. By this a radical change was to be
effected in their government.  'Fhe salaries of the go.
vernor, lieutenant sovernor and judges were to be paid
by a gvant of the King, and from taxes levied upon them
by parliament : the connceil was to be chosen by nan.
damus of tho cvown, instead of being elected by th
pwplc The judicial oflicers were to bc appointed bY
thc covernor and to be removed by hiin at pleasure : tri-
als by jury were infringed : and the soldiers of his
majesty were shielded in 2 manner by which they might
escape from punishment due to the commission of the
most atrocious crimes. To silence complaint and to
enforce submission a powerful fleet and army were
again sent to this metropolis.  What liberty, what se-

curity was there for a people under such a government?
3
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The cloud of despolism overshadowed the land 5 but
the light of liberty wasd not extinet.  As the gloom in-
crensed in which the cause of your Counlry was in-
volved, the glory of your patriots was more resplen-
dent, and new staes appeared e the politienl hemis-
phere.  These list proceedings of the British govern-
~ment, weve productive of important  consequences.
Sympathy for the distress of (he people in tais town
was evinced by all the Colonies,  Bostan was consid-
ered as suffering 1 @ canse in which they all wore
equally intercsted. By these measures, that union was
et tablished which now constitnies our strenglh and secu-
nly The public cnlaiities were so sertous and alarm-
ing, that a general congress was agreed upon in the
several colonies 3 and delegnies were chosen, who as-
sembled in Philadelphia in 1774, "Their proceedings
were marked with wisdom, temperanee and magnanim-
ity. They professed their loyalty and uwllegiance to
the British crown 3 they stated their rights as British
subjects 5 they enumerated their vielations 5 they sup-
plicated the throne for a restoration to peace, liberty
and sccurity. But while they prayed for justice, they
. showed that they were not insensible to their injuries. -
Their measures though pacific, were firm ; their pro-
fessiopg, thouglh loyal, were dignified. Thoun'h they
piead for the restoration of their rln'ht they evmced
determination to oppose their im'asion hy such ..odes
of resistance, as might he peaceable ; but not submis.
sive.—'They entered inte a general non-importation
agreement in behalf of their several colonies, and ai
association not to consume any articles of the produce
ar manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland : after hav-
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ing, ndopted some other imporfant measures, they  dis.
solved 5 but to meetl again in May 1770.

The patriots of Magsachusetls had so often witness.
¢d the failure of similar proceedings, that they had but
little hope in the suceess of these measures :  they,
therefore, like skilful pilots! wisely prepared for a
stovm of which they foresaw, they should feel the fiest
effects,  The provinewnd congress of Nassachusetts
assembled at Concord : they raised an artoy of 13.000
men to acl upon any cmergency. General Gage way
then the Governor and Commander in Chief, At this
period he had under his command fourteen regiments
of British troops, which were encamped on Bostan
Common : the harbor was erowded with ships of war.
All Intercourse between the town and  country was
prohibited.  Appearances weve threatening and for-
midable. A erisis rapidly approached s but the peao-
ple were unappalled and prepared for the shock., At
length the plains of Lexington were visited by the
fury of the fempest; its name is immortalized by its
fields being moistened by the blood of the first martyrs
In the cause of liberty. "Fhe euemy was theve met by
the brave and hardy yeomanry of the country, and the
result was honourable to themselves and the eause.

The coutroversy was now to be decided by arme.
'The colonists to be veinstated in the possession of theie
natural and counstitutional rights, had wnsuccessfully
pursued every method which justice and honar vequir-
e¢d. The efforts of Congress to this efleet like 2{l others
that had preceded them, falled. "Their petition wae ve.
jected ;3 and mstead of graniing them penee, they ey

foy
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the swerd.  The alternative now was submission and
slavery 3 or fredom and independenco. A brave, vir-
tnous and injured people could not hesitate in their
choice : and they glorviously id their enemies defiance.
Conscious in the justico of their cause,they placed a firm
reliance on the God of armies.  Massachusetts having
been the chicf object of ministerial wrath, its inhabit-
ants were sgooner prepared for resistance than those
of the otherg colonies, because they had longer felt
the effect of those oppressive measures which wged
its necessity.  Congress at 1ts next meeting raised an
army, built and equipped & navy.  Notwithstanding
they had proceeded to this extremily, the atlachment
to the parent countiy by many of the colonles was so
sirong, that the public mind was not sufliciently ripen-
edd for (e adontion of the great question of a political
separation.  Bu. the flame of war blazed m every colo-
ny ; they all began to feel its effects, and to wilness
its desolating horrors. "T'he supphications of your Con-
gress for peace, liberty and security, were answered by
the bayonets of mercenaries, and the tomahawk of sav-
ages. KFrom the consequent suiferings of your country,
and the smoking ruins of your defenceless towns, inde-
pendence srose and that solemn declaration was made to
God and the nations, that the colonies are, and of right
ought to be, FrEE, SOVEREIGN, and INDEPENDENT

STATES, and that they are ahsolved from all allegiance
to the British crown.

The permanent glory of this act, fellow citizens,
consists not merely in the magnitude and importance
of its consequences; but in the temperate firmness by
which it was effected, and the just and correct princi-
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ples upon which it is foended, It was not produced
by individual ambition for personal agerandizement
but by the disinterested virtue and patriotic devotion of
a body of men (o the eause of liborty and the happiness
of wan. It was not a rash and hasty weasure @ but
produced by slow and delibevate councils, and sup-
ported by a perseverance and fortitude which justice
ealy could have inspired.  'To maintain with Gigmty
the rank our country had assmmed, requirved further ef-
forts and renewed exertions.  The fortune of war had
heen capricious 3 the gening of Washington did not al-
ways command snecess, and the fivst year after the De.
claration of Independence, presented a melancholy
presage of final success.  To veeover from the effeets
w hich our reverses had vpon the public mind, scemed
to be a desperate hope.  The eredit of the government
was in ruins 3 their resources were exhausted ;5 our
troops were badiy fed and clothed 5 the enemy was
powerful by land and sea; his army was well appoint.
ed and equipped, and exulting in all the pride of victo-
ry.  Your Congress was obliged to fly from their place
of session 3 their deliberations were disturbed by the
roar of the artillery of the enemy. ‘The period, fellow
citizens, was dark aund gloomy. Independence was
tottering from its base, and our national existence was
suspended by a thread. But the tide of national dis-
tress was full.  As the last ray of hope was glim-
mering upon the horizon, the glad tidings arrived of
the glorious success at Savatoga. 'The songs of victo-
ry gladdened the hearis of our patriols, and the sons
of liberty shouted with joy.
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Our cause found advocates ag we proved our ability
to support it. France acknowledged our iadependence,
and beeame the gencrous ally of a people who were
struggling for their political existence.  Bhe magnani-
mously assisted ns with troops and with money. 1ler
arms were incorporated with ours, and the allied army
marched to victory and {o glory. "The siege and cap-
ture of Yorktown and of the Brilish army were the
results of their united efforls. By this important blow
the cnemies of our republic were scattered, and their
pride was humbled. A ray of peace beamed upon the
horizon § it soon rose and spread over the land, and
the elements of war were hushed. Our independence

was acknowledged, and peace proclaimed.

Thus, fellow-cilizens, air event was accomplished
which is without a parallel in the political history of
nations. We can no where find the record of a revo.-
Jution in which the causes were move just, the objeets
-more -pure, and the cifects more important. 1In its
‘course were exhibited examples of individual patri-
otismy'in all its sublimity, and national virtue in all its
erandeur.’ The impoertance of this mighty achievement
is not merely the adding of an empire to the catalogue
-of'ndtions ; it has conszquences far more important:to
the world at large. "The science of gov.rnment, in
which the happiness of the great family of man is
involved, has received new light. 'This interesting

subject had lorg engaged the attention of statesmen
‘and philosophers. "Systems had' been invented and
exploded. Theories had been multiplied ; but their
practical application had been wanting. The minds of
men were yet enslaved by the shackles of prejudice and
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ignorance.  But with American independence a polit-
ical era commenced, and the human mind was f{ree.

Our parent country had heen several aged in arviv-
ing at the point which she had veachod on that import.
ant subject.  The degree of freedom that she pos-
senged hind been obitained at diflerent pertods of her his-
tory, and by many®violent internal conflicts.  Her con-
stitution had been gradually raised from the abyss of
despotism to that point of political hiberty which sheo
then enjoyed.  Her institutions excited the envy and
admiration of the neighbouring kingdoms.  To be se-

cure of all the benefits which that constitution guaran-
teed to the subject, wag the poiut for which our patri-
oty contended in the carly stages ol the controversy. It
was not from a desire of innovation, or change that they
combatted ;3 but for the preservation of that liberty to
which they were entitled, both by the laws of nature
“fhd the constitution under which they lived. Fhe
‘questions of controversy hetween Great-Britain and heyx
Colonies, involved the most mmportant pringigies of o
free government. Their public discussion enlightened
the public mind. The people were instrueted in theie
political rights 3 and the nature and principles of gov-
ernment were more gener;aly ganderstood in this age
than at any former period. ~To the degree of liberty.
that the people of this country enjoyed before the revo-
lution, may, in a great measure, be atiributed the estab-
lishmeut of that perfect system of republican freedom
which we now possess. A people who suddenly
emerge from a state of slavery and oppression, are apt
to fly to the opposite extreme of aparchy and licen-
tiousness 3 from the tyranny of the one, to the tyranny

L
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of the many, till they again relapse into a worse state
of despotism than that from which they had previously
cmuncipatod themselves. Sut we, fortunately, had been
ripened by the enjoyment of a sufficient degree of lib-
(arty to avoid licentiousness ;3 and had resisted oppres.
sion before wo felt its wuwht T lwﬂjmbllc mind en.
riched by expericnco mul uﬂl-'hluﬁkd by instruction,
calmly and temperately adopted our present systems of
government which ave the {ruits of those lessons of wig-
dom and virtus which were taught by thepatriots of
the revolution.,

The proesent political institutions of our Country
are free from the absurditics which are engrafted in
the government of our Mother Country, and that per-
fect system of representative democracy is established
which best comports with the laws of God, of nature
and of reason. By these the citizen retains every right.
which 18 not of necessity relinquished on his entering
society, and for the support of govermment. Lhe rights
of mang@® and of socicty are equally secured and
protected. No man by law is elevated above another ;
but we all stand upon the same political level ; and it
1s to be hoped that no otlu,J distinctions will ever exist
among the people, tlmﬁathg:.-,t, which are founded upon
wn-,dom and public virtue. A socicty that is regulated
by such principles must be bappy and prosperous.

Revolutions have too often terminated in a mere
change of masters ; they ofien in professing to correct
abuses, augment them. Popular excitement moves in
extremes 5 but it is the greatest “glory to the actors in
the American revolution, that justice, temyperance and
fortijgde, marked its rise, progress and conclusion.
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"The nbuses which occasioned it ara corrccted, and the
vriginally professed principles of thoso who were iis
chief promoters are esiablished.  Public libexty is fixed
upon the firmest basis, and it will bo thoe fault of our-
selves Af it be removed from its position.

Our patriots Tived for their contitry 3 not for them.
selves.  They toiled for the public good ; not for their
own. We have not found that they sccured to them-
selves either titlesy honors, or wealth 3 but faithful to
thieir own principles they flnished their work in confor-
mity to their professed design. ‘They rested from the
toals of public life, rich only in the aileetions of the
people, and the gratitude of their country. Of those
illustrions men, how few are now {o be numbered
among the living! A few returns of this anniver.
sary and every star of the revolution wiil have sunk
below the horizon. For those whose course is al-
ready run, we perceive no stately columns crected to
commemmorate their virtues : no mausolea to direct
us where their ashes is inshrined. But tli¢ir monu.-
ments are our political institutions, the general happi-
ness of the people, and the prosperous condition of the
Country. They require no statues of brass or of
marble : no proud monumenkal.tolumns to perpetuate
their memories: the fame of their glorious deeds will
be as durable, as the imperishable record of their
worlks.

Under our republican institutions wé have increased
in wealth and in streﬁﬁ; we have been prosperous and
happy. Bat our prosperity has Bicen occasionally in-
terrupted.  Internal dissensions have distracted our

national councils, and influenced their decis@ons.
4
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Tho contonding powers of Furope made us o proy to
their injustice and rapacity.  With them national law
was prostrated for national expediency.  Under theso
circumstances our commercial rights were invaded.
Our property was the prey to the commissiongd free.
booters upon the ocean.  Qur flag was no longer o
socurity to the persons, nor a protection to the proper-
ty which it covered. We were, as o people, the re-
proach of lburope, and the victims of their miquity.—
But our national policy was that of peace. "Lrue to
this policy insults and indignities were endured, il
our magnanimity wag considered wealkness, and our
forboarance pusillanindily. ‘T'he calamities of war
could not be averted by equity and justice. The e
public was roused to a sense of her own dignity 3 and
war was declared, when peace would have been ig-
nominious.

The sleeping encergies of our country were awaken-
ed and brought 1nto action : though enfeebfid by in-
ternal divisions ; yet, retributive justice was exercised
with a terrible vengeance upon our enemy. If in this
contest you would search for the glory of your army ?
turn to the west and to the south : if for the glory of
your gallant little navy ? look to your inland scas and
to the two oceans which bound the continent : if for
the wisdom of your statesmen ? turn to the record of the
ncegotiations at Ghent: and we shall find in them all
sufficient to grafify the honest pride of every citizen of
the republic. In this conflict victory, glory and peace
were its fruits. Qur national character was redeemed.
Axd our republic, now stands ¢ proudly eminent”™
amope the kingdoms of the carth.
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But, follow citizens, what ahall we say of Massachu-
golts in this conflict for the defonce of those rights,
which she had so largely aided to establish ? Did she
nct worthy of herself? Did she display that patriotiam
for which she was ance so highly’ exalted in the esti-
mation of the world ? Did she show her attachment to
those principles by which she was actuated in the war
of the revolution ? Bat, let us proceed no further in the
enuiry. Wo are all interested in her honor, let us
veil her inflemities.  If she has fallen from that lofty
nosition to which she was so justly entitled, let us cn-
deavour to restore her to her proper place in the politi-
cal system. I her chavacter has been sacrificed by
the measures of the eabinet 5 her glory was sustained
by her sons in the fleld. Search the historic page
and we shall find them honorably envollied among the
defenders of our coutrtry’s rvights.  We shall find ev-
idence tlmt the former valor uml patriotism of Massa.
chust,ttq Q fiot degenerated : that this cradle of Inde-
‘pl"ll(lt‘lILL hus I'umlshetl its proportion of those herocs,
who fought in the slefence of 1ts principles. Let
us remember too, that Massachusctis was onee eminent-
ly distinguished for her attachment to the principles
of freedom ;5 that she has been fruitful of patriots 5 that
In the war for the establishment of our independence,
she was always in the front ranks of liberty, in oppo-
gition to tyranny and oppression ; that she was the chief
directress of the revolution, and formed the key stone
te the arch of the grand confederacy. While we re-
flect on what she'was, and see what she now is, we may
weep for her late follies ; but we can exult at her for.
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iner glory.  Feet us hope that she will soon return  to
that course which her honor and her dignily require,
and that the spols which have appeaved apon her
bright surface, will soon hecome invisible and lost 1
the blaze of her native splendour.

We have greatl veason to vejoice, fellow eiizens, for
the manifold blessings we enjoy.  The war through
which we so trinmphantly paseed, not only has made
us respected abrond 5 but hay restored to nus  domestie
peace and teanquility.  "Fhe voice of faction is hash-
ad, the passions of parly sleep, and harmony prevails
over the land.  T'he national administration possess
the affection and confidence of the people 5 the laws of
the' nation ave respeeted and obeyed 5 commerce 1s
protected 3 literature and the arts are encouraged ; the
earth yields her inerease 5 the publie burdens are light,
and our resources are abundant.  Our political institu-
tions strengthen with their age.  The tree of liberty
flourishes : planted in a genial soil, its roots @urished
by the fertilizing streams of republicanism, its trunk 1g
strengthened, and its arms extend ;the isagle of our
republic reposes upon its branches ;s and the wearied
pilgrim from the deserts of tyranny, finds shelter and

repose under its foliage.

When we reflect, fellow citizens, on the 1nnumera-
ble blessings we enjoy 5 the few, very few evils we suf-
fer, we shall find great reason to rejoice 1n being citt-
zens of a country so abundantly favored by Heaven.
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