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AN ORATION.
" Frieng-ifs;?&‘ Fellow Cif,izen.s, . | ¢

We are noi corivened to celebrate the birth of 3
Prince ; the coronation of a King; or the exalla-
"tion of an Emperor ;—But, to commemorate the
birth day of a Nation—The achievements of disin-
terested Patriots, and sages, the renown and "ex-
ploits-of former times ;—the establishment of the.Li-
-berty and independence, of a great and free people.
On this interesting occasion, you will not expectto.
be enterlained with ingenious disquisitions of novel .
-and untried theories and systems of government and
national policy ;—or to be amused and diverted with
flowers of rhetoric or figures of “oratory ;—But pa-
tiently to attend, to an imperfect examination, and

review of events and transactions, familiar to many,
and oot unknown or disinferesting to any of you. - 'y

~"And while an humble attempt shall be made, 'tof N
review the causes, which, under Divine Providence,
operated in the establishment of Independence ; and .
in raising us, as a people, to an unrivalled state of-
prosperity and happiness ; and fo an elevated rank
among the Nations ; A candid examination of some
of the causes, which have led to our recent suffer-
ings, and calamities, as a nation’; and a patient en-
quiry into the means to be used, and measures to
be pursued, in order to restore our once beloved
Country-to its former state of prosperity; and to es-
tablish and perpetuate our National freedomand In-
dependence, will not be considered, by any, asan
unprofitable “undertaking, or as incompatible with
the performances of this our National Anniversary.

In tracing the origin, progress, and establishment
of this our nation and government, we have not, as is
the case, with most of the European nations, to mark



47

the slow progress of imprcvement, from savage life,
up to refined civilized society ; nor-thro’ the revolu-
tionary struggles from the fcudal, clanish codes, . up
to the Tederative and ratlonalz}'ﬂtems of eGvein-
ment, and Laws;_ealculated io secure.is the ncopie,
the enjoyment of equal rigits and privileges.  Nor
have we the painful task, of tmcmg 1he d) hasty: of
kings, despots and _emperors, thro’ a long linc of
ancestry, down to the inglorious. reign of the present
Tuling p1 ince :—5ut, we POsSSCSs the -proud satisfac-
lion, ol tracing the origin of this.our American na-
tion ; from the first settlement of -a band of civilized,.
enterprlzm tho’ persecuted emigrants, who; te es-
cape the iron hand of despotism, and the bloody per-
secution of bigotry and superstition, in the old worlds-
sought an “asylum in this, then uncultivated wildef~
nes\, savage-land ; thro’ many ,perils and dangers,
and a frlonous and _successful qtlumrle for freedom
and mdependence, 10 thie establistment-ofe: constity:
tion of government, wisely .caleulated-for the securi-
ty and _happiness of the whole community, in; the free
enjoyment, of all their rights and privileges. Sl
. Whilst other nationsmay boast.of their kings, prin-
cés, -and emper 015 _we_ will_boast ‘of-our Freedom—
anc Independence, achleved by the valor and courage .
of the disinterested patriots and heroes-of our coun-
try. - ‘And mare, we_will ,baast of .a “Washingto,
with “‘whom e conqueroas .of former ages, and ‘the
fiote receni warriors and’ heroes, of modern;times,
arc not to be Comp'ncd-'l hey. fought for conqucst
fol "personal aggrandizement .and the usurpafion of
power --qulungton fouglit not for -conquests but
fot lits Counfiy’s Hghts.~He lived not for himself; -
hut for the googd of. lu country. ~ The renowned A3
merican Patript and Hero,.- after. he - bad Jed his
counhymcn {lwo Ule revo‘utmnury struggle, antd ®

) ‘ . - -~ ﬁ ’.“ f‘\ ?
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* chieved -their - Freedom “and mdcpenden( 6, -sought
siot personal nggrdndizerient.~ e served them not
for the sake of cmolumeat or power. -
The ktrucrgl(, being over, and our v-dc;.( ndeaée ob-
iained and ack: nowledgecd instead of availing himseif
of the distracted’ stare of his cnuntn, owing fo the
“reduced state-of her ﬁmncm, m order 1o pla(e him-
sell at her-head, ad her Ruler: Heby s unmfﬂ
gcd patriotisim and example, quieied the discortent
ofhis oflicers and soldiers, persuaded them to separ-
ate,-and mingle again with their fellow citizens, and {9
attend io. the peaceiu[ occupations of civil life ; rely:
mg on the justice of a grateful, though inpov erished
ountry, for a reward, for their services ; ; defeated

ihe mad.-* projects of some unprincipled dema-
gogues, among his ofiicers; and- then modr:sﬂy retired
to private hfe, to enjoy; in common with his fellow
citizens, - the blessings resultmO‘ from the establish:
ment of Ind('pr*ndr*nu*\gr( ' i -
X et th@ AmpticdnHero wag ever obedient to lus
country’s call. - When it was found necessary to es-
tablish a new systenr of government, in order to se-
cure the. enjoyment of the blessings resulting fromi
the cstablishment of -our mdependence At the call
of his country,  Washington " appeared {o preside
i that angust body of Patriots and sages; who planned,
and recommended our excellent constitution of gov-
ernment. ;, And when that plan of government_was
adopted . by- the people, -he again (tho’ contrary to
his 1nclmatlon) at the united voicé of the>whole A-
. erican .people, left his retirement,: and came fors

“ward, -0, presxde in- the glaud councnls of our na-

M e -

' W.J-,\nd the- mnpmalleled pxospent) and lnppmeqs
enjoyed - by the nation, and her unprecedented
- growth m W ealth‘.and rcspectablhty, undor his wise,:
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Jiberal, and fruly republican administr1tlbn, are the
best tests of the equn), Justxce and wnuon’ o .is pol'-
icy. ST s
“He by the eqmtv and wisdom o" his pohcy, :1d-
vanced the respectability and zmporlance of the na-
tional government, secured to ihe individua! States,
the full enjoyment of their .state soverelgnlxes,—-Exv
=3 - tarded our commerce to almost every part of the
known world—Established an equitabie disiributid
of justice—Preserved a pcaceful neutrality with for-
cign nations ; and from the entangling alliances with
the conflicting nations of Europe, kept us unembar-
rassed. .
Under his supelmtendcnce, a -system of finance
was framed and adopted, whereby our national debt
was fast diminishing.—Our treasury overflowing, and
the growth and prchpeuty of our nation without a
par alle].—These were the happv fruits ofthe \Y_}Sh—'
ington policy. e e L L
J)ut oh ! that we, as a nation, had in this_our day
have known the things which belongcd to our Peace!
Mankind, ever restless and uneasy are too often
blind to their best interests—The poisonous eflecty
of the mad projects of the French revolutich, had
turned the heads of a great portion of the Amel ican
people, our wmonaxy leaders of modern reform, in
this country, who had ever been inimical to the Fed-
eral Constitution, seconded the views of the French
I wvelutionists.—Great pains were taken to_inflame.
the minds of the people ; Party spirit hecame almost
mt()]e] ahle-——Washington was reviled—His measures .
and administration were opposed—His -friends and
followers rejected—The plans and measures of the
Washineton policy exploded—New measures and
new proiccts were adopted, and a newera in the ad-
ministration of our government commenced. -
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Commerce was no longer to be cacouragéd—An
increasc of the Navy was no longer considered of
national imporiance, but a navy was deemed a na-
tional curse—The measures which had been adopted
for the gradual increase of the navy, were discard-
ed ; and the project of gun-hoats{orthe defence ofour
cozsis was adopted : and dry docks were to be built
for the reception of the few remaining ships of war.
—And under a specious pretence of preserving com-
merce, from the unjust depredatlons of Gleat-But—
“ain and France—(But, in fact, as it turned out, in
order to coerce the former, and favor the latier;) non-
“intercourses and embargoes were laid, and finally a
war-was.entered into with Great-Britain.  And how
far the avowed objeccts of this war were the real ones,
the American pcople inust Judve and how far the
avowed objects of this sanguinary’ contest, have been
obtained, and how far it has terminated honor '1b1y
for the administration, the American people, and im-

partial posicrity must.alsajudges=A-sacrifice.of ma-
ny thousands *of lives, and many millions of propet-

ty—the destruction of a-great portion of our com-
merce—A vexatious and most oppressive systemn of
taxation—A large-and almost intolerable national
debt have been the result; and are some of the pois-
onous ﬁults of the- present anu—W ashmgton Admin-
istration.--

Comp'n'e them with the fnuts of W'xchmnrtcm poh—
cmy, and then judge—For, « by their fruits ye shall
know them,” But we, as a people, have great reason
to rejoice in the bencficence of an All Wise over-
- ruling* Providence, in restoring peace : agaiti fo our
“ nation ;'we begin to"experience the ‘salutary 'eflects
resultmgfrom a state of Peace-; And happy would
il be forour nation, could we but learn wisdom, from
the things we have suffered, and must still suffer. We
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ought greatly to rejoice that He, who holds ihe des
tinies of Nafions and Enipires, can inake Thé wrath
of man to praise hun-—b1m(r zood out of evil; and
will, eventually overrule all tliirigs for gcod 16 them
that love, fear and obey hin, both'ﬁs 1€ 1c&pects na-
tions and individuals—Mauy of the plC]UJIL(“S a-
gainst the Washington policy appcar wearing away

—An increase of {he navy is no longer consids ered a
natioral curse ; but, the late vaLant achievements of
our navy have become the pride and boast, ev%x‘_off.
its former most inveterate’ opposers ; and A disposi-
tion to foster and increase our Naval streng «,h both
in government and people has become umverqal

The ¢ system of gun-boats for national dcicncq, is
now universally exploded, and the doctrine. o,f dry
docks discarded——Comnimerce isno longer considered
as useless and unnecessary ; but, as enntlcd 1o na~-
tional encouragement and patronage, as the hand-

maid to adurultu}e, afid astg;;eat ggggg!af;;u@lﬂb

prosperitv and 1mpmveme
- Since we are in the enjoyment of peace, the, pres-
ent is a favorable time for reflection ; for candid en-
(uiry and cxamination-—~We ought no_ longer to be
actuated by passions aiid party prejudices.s but., dis- |
passionately and coolly 1o reflect and examine, Corp-
pare the measures and fruits of the- present national "
fmlnuuam.tlon, with the Washington policy, and\lts
fruits, and 'see which has been productive of tLu
greatest happiness and plosponty 1o 'the People.« - )
The appeal is not now made; my: Fellow Citizens,
to your passions and prejudices, ‘bat o] Qour reason
and candor;with impditfality, theh eXamine the COp:
duct of your mlm.q, corﬁpare thé avowed cauges; of
the fate war, with'thie"é6fiditions 6f” e Tatc ireqty of
Pcace, and sce if a sitglé dbject, for which if.avas a:
vowedly declared; has been obtamed*—-See "o the 3 -




funffcmmt of a qune nauoml wrl,t 1S '1toned for—
or ifany ms,ullty against the me, violation of
"those rights is, by this tr caty, in 'my manuer glaran-
~Heed, ——-If they are not, where is the mighty hotor te-
sulting to aqur goycrnmeni, from the lIate conclusion
of Peice !
- If the peace be honorable,. md Qur national rights
are_sufliciently secure- under it, as is alleged hy 1he
_ friends of the admmxsﬁratlon, were they not cquall y
“sccure before the war, and wanld have so remained
- witiout it ?—If so, where the necessity or justice of
waging this wair ’—I{ not a single object is gained
by 1t l)ut we are lgft exactly in the situation we
f were, when we began, asif respects the poiptsin con-
“troversy ; and yet the peace is hanorable—The dee-
Taration of war by our ggvernment, was premature,
‘unnecessary, and unjust, as it 1espected ourselves;
of course, to those who waged it thus prematurely
and wantonly, withouf the campulsion of necessity
-~ QF. Juauce, no possible hanor, ca,n;a\ttach s Andif the
_manner in which the war was. carried an, by the
- administration is regarded, how much of honor have
tlwy to boast I—How- mefﬁment and wretched was
~ the defence of our seaboard !—The destruction of
Hampton, and other places, and the frequent depre-
. _dations upon our maritime - harders,. will abundantly
“show—And how impotent aud feeble were the man-
aﬂrement and movements of our arms for the tw
first years of the war? The capture of a Hull,
W mchestu*, a Yinder and Chandler, with their cum-
anions in arms, will declare.—-vHow disgraceful and
ineffectual were the attempts, to invade t?ne Canadas?
The mwovements, bickerings, and mancuvres of 2
Wilkinson and Hampton, will long ‘testify. And to
comne nedrer home, how totally Jincapable and un-
quahﬁed were ;téuz dmmmuatxon themselves, 19
1
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- manage thie concerns of a great .and free people,
and more espec ially in time of war I—The march of
a sinall enemy’s force into the lieart of the country,
withoul any aderjiate forée t6 oppose them—"The {a-
king of the Capital of the nation~~The bursing cfilic
public buildings—the destruction of the Natioual Li-
brar \-—-'\Ixhl.tx y stores and otiier pubiic propety—
and the mglorious flight of ihe members of the ad-
ministration, themselve cs, from the seat of government,
at the first approacti of the enemy, nost clearly e-
vince, and will stand on long record as {esiimoniais,
to the cverlasting shame and diserace of those who
then composed the American Ca bmet.

ff, however, 1t can be honorable to any govern-

ment, unnc(c\»an‘y lo 1wvolve thewr countly in all
tho calamifies of war—sacrifice the lives® of many
thousand citizend, and squander” millions of the re-
sources of ihc nation, in the prosccution of such
war, in an imbecile and wietched manner—and at
length make peace withéut the .altdinment of a sin-
sle nl)}(‘(l for which the warwas avowedly declared;
flien our government to be sure, afe ertitled to theu
full shzre of honot. . . |

Vet amidst all our Laf'lmltles and disgraco as a
nalion, we are not left without some consolaliori—
The valorous exploits of our little navy by repeat-
edly conquering an equal and superior force—and
the brilliant achieveinents of a Brown and a Jackson,
and the brave officers and soldiers under their.com-
mand, upon the land, have in soine degree presérved
and bllm)OllL(l the character dird liorior of the Amer-
ican nation.

It is high time that {le days of pohtical delusion
should have passed awdy—that the péople should re-
gard measures and not mén—Whence has fled the
pmud spmt of our ancestors ! They were lemcmus

J
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iof their frccdom, and ]ealous of thun urrhis ; and re-
garded the least 1alt mgcmelt of their pmllogm hy
‘Wanion or unprincipled ruiers, jusi cause for remon-
strance and even for resistance.
© When our ancestors felf themselvds oppressed b\'
Flic mother country, and ihe then government ai-
teinpted 1o tax iizem, witheut their conseni, they re-
cllcd the firet moveinent of oppxcmop-—-;hm he-
/Kcved noi in the infallibility of any l\m{:", prince, or
ruler—They regarded measures and ot men. When
the British gover nmcm sought {o raise o smait reve-
e from hor coionies, by lll]p()bll‘"' a tax of four
pence upon cach pm'na of tea nnporied, they revali-
ed at the idea; resolved to consume no snere -of thal
article during such 1mposition ; and in the hicigit of
their 1eqcntment went on .board the slitps and (rew
the cargoes of 1ea overhoard.  And finally, proceed-
“ed from step 1o step in resisting the unjust aggres-
siqns upon their rights, il ﬂ)cy had completely
" “hvowh off ‘the Voke’ of lve: opp’i‘eés(oi 411d dcliieved
their idlependence.
. Then a small {ax, unnocessarily imposcd, was
~ “considered a great grievance, suflicient to justily re-
. 'elchncc, and even a.chapge of gOY‘C_l_lll.I]Olll
. When compared with - the present feehngs, and
| dwposnmns of the people—what a contrast! - Now,
for sooth, it is moral treason, in ibe view of any,
to call in question the oppressive and wicked acts of
“qulers. Instead of paying six ceils, we are now coun-
pelled to pay an arerage lax ofﬁﬂy cents upon ev-
~ery pound of tea; snl) cenis upon every . gallon of
spirit consumed, dnd so in proportion upon all other
foreign articles, which our necessitics orggonven-
“jence require. | And this 1s not all ; our hoffses, owr
‘lands, and .the humble \dnclos an which e convey
‘bul familics to chutch, are ovérloaded with {axes.

)

-
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And more ; almost every article oi clothing, froni
the crown of our heads to the soles of our feet, are
subject to taxation: The honest and industrious
mechanic, must procuie large bonds with surety ox-
sureties, before he can be pernitted ‘to pursue his
wonted occupation. | And our houses, shops, and re-
positories of valuables and fainily records are liable
to be entered, scarched and exposed, by hoards of as-
sessors and tax gatherers, who, like hungry leaches are
preying upon the vitals of the body politig ; and go-
Ing about under governmental pay, to deceive and
cajole the people ; singing praises to the mild reign ;
and praying for the perpetuity of the Virginian Dy-
nasty. . L , ’

~ And must all this be patiently borne;and the delu-
ded ov ivicked authors of these calamities, still be
supported, and left to bask in the rays of public pat~
ronage ! the most tyrannical, oppréssive and uncon-
stitutional acts of rulers be submitted-to.? -And. ihe-
excreise of the civil authority has been madde to give
place to the orders of a sergeant of a guard, or pet-"
ty upstart military tyrants ; who with impunity have
imprisoned the citizens, without- law or right, and
{reated them with unheard of cruelty, and barbarity,_
And this say our sticklers for liberty and €équality;
is just and right. o S

Ol ! Shame: where is thy blish! Will not the

sainted shades of our ancestors look‘down and frown -
indignantly upon the degeneracy of their sons? - But
we will no longer view 1he dark side of the picture—
Let us look for hetter prospects and for better times
—and examine how a change is to be effected, and .
our country restored to her former prosperity. To
cflcet @edress of grievances, none but constitution-
al meas@res are necessary. It is to-be- hoped that
our government and nation will learp wisdom front
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u\pmxenw, and not again involve themselves ini the
Lontonllons of other mnous, or rashly plunge theiv

vouniry inan . unneccssary, cxpensive, destructive
war, - Under a govermment like ours, all power, as 1t
ought, is deriv ed irom, and restsn the hands uflhf\
])coplc and they can easily, at any time, efleel a
clmm,rc of measures without contention or bloodshed,
by making a change of men. . They cando jt by the
excreise of their right of suiliage. They matst di:
vest themselvés of pa:ty feclings and oludl(m, and
honestly unite, as was ihe case in the days of Wash-
inglon, in electing io officec the best men. Qurin-
ferezls are onc and the same 3 that course of meas-
urcs, which will be hest for my neighber and his chil
dren, will be best for me and mine: - If so, why this
.contention and violence about men? And the strug-
gle to bolster up a pariy; right or wrong! We
ouglt to have no party but our country, and no ob-
cc?a as cilizens, but the plomntlon ofhm ])C‘:t mler-
csis Tt 18 of but little consequence,to me, or to my
neighbor; what men are appointed to office, provided
they be honest and capable, and will pursue the beqt '
interests of the country. - .

Were we abonut to select a. person or persons to
manage our private concerns; should we not select.
men of integrity and uprightness? Such as were ca-
pable of performing the part assigned them; and
who would have honesty encugh to y be true to thur
,u'uqt 1 ~ .
~ If we should be thus pr ovident in the management
of our private concerns, ought we to-be less careful
in the choice and app(nntment of our public agents’
One wicked or unprincipled ruler is capable of

dmng incalculable evil to tlic pation. -Let us exer-
cise charity and liberality one towards another, and
honestly unite in’ pmmoung our best mento office ;
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aien ol integrity and uprightnes, luends to iid
Washington policy, aud our excellent constiiution
of rovernment, ; who, shall be able to d'scem, and
will lmdt,vntm‘ﬂy pursue du, best Jintercsts of Jl(,h
country. _

“ When the wicked bear lu]e, the people mourn,”
sxas trie a saying as any in the sacred volume; as
the whole lu&ton' of ages and nations, abundanth

P'\Jil .:-.

A

And if the pcoplo of this ¢ountry should ever he-
come so nfatuated with party zeal and party preju-
dices, and so blinded 1o iheir best inieresis, as to
ﬂppo?nt wicked and unprincipled men to office: and
mor¢  especially, should clect to the ofﬁcc of chief
magistrate, an 0penlv proféssed infidel ; one- who
shonld cansider it of no consequence, whether nian-
Kind should believe n ene or twenty Gods; and ong
who should -invile, and™ atthe expence of govern-
mient, as a. (onr)hment for his uselal lahom {rans-
port across the Aihnhc one of the vilest, and most
dehauched infidels, (if not atheists) the world ever
produced ; anopeii 1évilér of our hnh religion, and
contenmer of the sacred serjpturcs T and one, who
alzo should defame dnd ‘slandef thé vénéralilé namne
of thz great and good Washington ; calling him cow-
arg .md cnemy of his couniry *: mmnt i not he just-
]y expecied that the great God of fHeaven and earth

vould ccverely chiastise and punish that people, who
<hould cast such reproach and, mtllrrmly upon the
great and holy name and soveiel«rnt) of the divine
author and dispocer of all things?

When great and good men bear riile; 1he ncopTc

ray rationally ‘expect a divine blgssing npon’ their
mational and eoverihental concerns. buch meas-
ures will be '&doptcd dnd pursued, as will cficctually
advante and secure 1he hest interests of the peoples-

.
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The virtue of the- pcople i1s the foundation and
support of all free governments ; In order to sccure
ihe enjoviment of ihe blessings of a free government,
the grcat body of the neople must be motal and vir+
tuous; and in vain il is o attempt {o support motaii-
ty ang virtue, witiour reiigion. Railonal, true re-
hgion, is the real foundation of all morality and- vir-
tue. [t -is - therclore, the truc policy of all free
governinenis to fosier and cherish religious mstifu-
tions ; to encourage and support pious and cnlight-
ened teachers of religion ; o diffuse general correct
itforntation ainong the peopie; thé means of educa-
tion ought to be universally promoted ; the arts en-
couraged, and the ‘door to laudable enterprise lefl
unembarrassed. R -

The force of example is more powerful than that,
of precept; of courde ‘a resptet for religion and re-
higious institutions, enforced by the exemplary- con-
duct of leading men and rulers, would have a power-
ful and salutary eflect 'upon the moral dnd.religious
condifct of the people at large: - ©

So long as the peopld remain moral and virtuous,
possessing  general correct information, and ‘shall
appoint their best men to office, so long will tlicir
frcedom and independence temain permancnt and
sure ; seltled upon a tock against which the winds
and waves of faction and iufidelily may beat in
vain, . : S

But. some may- urge that religion has nothing
to do with politics, or the affairs of civil govern-
ment. As well inight it be urged that religion has
no concern with the temporal” affairsy or' private
conduct of me.. Religion is the only sure [oun-
dation for man to build all his hopes of present
and - future feliciiy. - Abolish religion from civil
sociely 5 discard the idea of an all wise overruling
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Providence ; the immortality of the soul the ac-
('ounmlnhty of man, and his dependence upon his
Creator : and wherc would be the solemnnity and
validity of oaths? Where wauld be the sccurity
for the enjoyment of life, Iiherty and property?
And above all, where would be the consslation of
the good man and the Christian ¥ And where -would
be the solace of a dying Lour? It is true, that
civil govermnent never ouglit to undertake to control
the consciences of men as to iheir JC““!,O!JTIOdCb
of worship. These ought to rest alone between
the mdividual and his God and each one, in these
respects, ought to be left frce to exercise the
rights of conscience; provided he so conduct as
not to disturb or mﬁmge the ughts of the = con-
sciences of others, ) -

But the teachers of our holy lehgion, are as
much bound to exclaim against national sins, and
reprove the wickedness of 1ulers, as to jnveigh a-
gainst the sins of private individuals, and rep1 ove
them for their wickedness.

‘-‘utuated as we ‘are, a nation by ourselves, sepa-_
1atul by a vast ocean from the" ‘eastern_coentinent,
and possessing all "the necessary ‘means of subslet-.
ing comfortably within” ourselves—it may be ra-
homlly hoped and expected that our government
will, in future, avoid taking part in the- rivalships,
jealousies, and clashing interests of the Furopean
nations, and preserve our country from the danger,
of being drawn into the vortex of the’ ‘contentions
and 1evolut10ns of the eastern world, ' ° o
+ Whilst a peaceful, equitable, and strict neutrality
should be”preserved with all nations ,' we ought tof
form “entangling alliances with none,” |

The present, is truly an age'of wonders, The
great aud astonishing-events ;- “and the frequent U
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accountable c¢hahges and révolutions which hare
{aken place within the short gpace ol a few years, in
the civilized world, bave vastly exceeded all hu-
tnan calculaiions. S | |

And the recent change which has faken place in
the restoration of the modern disturber of nations,
and the scourge of niankind—and the vast warlike
preparations making thioughout Europe—portend,
dangers, disasters 4ind revolutions, momentous and.
miportant ; far beyond tiic pewets of human imagi-
natioh {o conccive. S

. Therefore, it belicoves us as individuals and as a
nation, to be doubly on our guard; for we know.
not * what & day-or an hour may bring forth.”
~ And while we hope for the best, we must prepare
for the worst. And as the nation 13 composed of in-
dividuals, the most effectual method to bring about
a refotm, is, for dach individual to begin at home and
reform one ; correct his own crrois and vices ; re-
forin his manncrs and habits—and {he work. i§ done ;
the great national reform'is complete.

Let chilldren, for they are the rising hopes of the
nation, be early taught in all useful knowledge ; as.
they increase in ycars, let them be instructed in the
principies of ratiorfal freedom and liberty ; and more.
cspecially, in the all important doctrines of the
Christian religion. Inculcate a spirit of hwmanity,-
charity andliberality one toiwatds another, and their
fellow men—and be sure to set the example ; let
party names, party distinctions, and party prejudi-
ces, be abolished ; and all unite, as imembers of the
vame greal community, in promoling the prosperity
and happiness of our common country. .

_We possess the proud privilege of choosing our
rulers; and justice to ourselves, and justice toour be-
loved country é‘cquh'e, that we, on all proper occa-
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sions, should be faithful and henest in the exercise of
that privilege. Inwvain it is, to possess the right, if
we neglect to exercise 24 o
And now my friends and fellow citizens, will you
Justly appreciate your privileges; and maintain your
tighis ? Hold sacred the rich inheritance transmiticd
by sur ancestors 7 Purchased at the expense of much
blood and treasuve, andhand ihe same down to your
children, unimpaired ? Or shall our freedom and inde-
pendence be prematurely buried in the tomb,
with all ancient and modern Republics ? And the
fair fabric of liberty be tumbled to ruins ? |
You will not, cannot hesitate.- You will defend,
protect and hold sacred your rights.  You will pre-
serve our exccllent Constitution und restore the
Washington policy. You will hold fast ithe bonds of
your political union. Separated and divided, these
slates would become impotent and feeble ; but unit-
ed, must be a great and powerlul ; and _if virtuous,
a happy nation. Local and parly prejudices must
be donc away. Although the inferests of different
sections of the tnion may be different and clashing ;
the great concerns of the nation ought always to be.
so balanced and direcled, by awise and liberal poli-
cy, as to promote the substantial and permanent. in-
terests of the great whole. - |
Let not the head say fo the hand or the foot, < T
have no need of thee,” for all parts are useful and.
necessary to forim one great political body. The
local advantages of this country are great and import-
ant, in every poinl of view. Separated by a vast
occan from the old world, the clashing interests and
contentions of the European nations, it is hoped, will
not in fulure affect us, | |
The superior advantages possessed both for for-
cign and internal commerce and navigation, by far
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| exceed those of any oihnr coun{ry or nation in thc
known world. ~Our excellent systen or constitution
of governmentis without a patallel. Tlie enlarged and
“enlightened po}i('v nlanned, pursued, & nost fervent-
ly recommended } by the great and good Washington,
ought tobe r)msm'cumrly adhcred to, and if pmctx~
_cable, improved upon.

“And while all shall unite in plomotmg to nmce
lhc best men in the country,—perfection must not
be e\pe(tcd in any man, or in ¢ any sct of men—«To
crr is human, to forgive, divine.

We ought not to be ready to impute corrum or
bad motives to all those who differ from us in scnti-
ment ; but consider, that though in an errvor, thcy
may be loncst ,—it so, we should endeavor to co-

- vince them of their errors; and also, we ought to
consider that there is a possibility they may be in
the lwhi, and we in the wrong.,

It is the bounden duty of ficemen 1o be jealous of

«.their. rights, and tenacious of their libertics ; and
always (o keep :a watchful eye over their public a-
gents, who must be judged of, and appreciated by
the fruits produced from their public conduct, or
nmceasures pursted. ,

Under a free government, rulers are responsible

~ to the people for their errors and blunders, ag well as
for their wicked acts.

The only legitimate strength and defence of a ftco

cople, 1s a we 1l organized, and well disc iplined mi-
Fxtm. Such a'militia will supercede {he necessity of
a standing afimy, in time of peace.  Standing armics,
in time of peace, in all free countries, have always
heen found dangerous, if not destructive, to the mor-
als and libertics.  Free governments never ought
to commmence oflensive war ; and as a measure of dc-
Jence, there have been, both in the revolutionary, and

*




late war, ample speciy ens of the competency and .
all-sumucncy of o cau-»{iiy to repel and defcat an
. invading foe. g

In war, soldiers—in " peacé, exiu,ens—-ouorht to b -
the motto of every citizen soldier. ™ |

Of the 1improvement in milifary mcapimc ; of the
subordination, and laudable ambiiion of the militia
of our country, we are favored with a gratifying
specimen, by our brethren and fellow citizens, this
day in arms. -

And you, citizen-soldiers, have an enviable and
proud task to perform; to guard, protect, and defend
your country’srights & liberties, their altars and their
firesides. And 1o your guardian care, who know
how to appreciate the inestimable civil and religious
institutions of your country, and who possess the
laudable pride and ambition of your ancestors, they
can with safety be entrusted; for you will never a--
vail yourselves of the advantages  of your military .
station, 1o overturn the liberties of your beloved
couniry. :

Thougli the part which nature and the custoins of -
civilized society, have assigned to the fair sex, on the -
great theatre of human acfion, is less pubhc———yet it -
is not Jess important as it respects the good of society;
than the part assigned to the other sex,

The superior virtue, refinement of taste and deli-
cacy of manners possessed ingeneral, by the fair, has - -
had i all civilized countries, in all ages, a powerful .-
effect in correcting the morals, refining the taste, .-
atid iinproving the manners of the coarser sex. To -
your scx qoelei) is indebted for its finest polish—ta
your s¢x indebted for first useful and virtuous im-
pl(qsmnq s ofien the first and most lasting impres-
sions upon the tender mind are made’ by the mother.
’\Lm} of the greatest pluloerphers, statesmer, heroes |

‘v



[21 I

and divines, the worldever produced,: were indebted
for first impressions, and of course ina great meas-
ure, for their celebrity and usefulness, to the pious
instructions, virtuous exampies, and refined manners
of a religious, amiable and beloved mother.

"The condition of the fair sex, in ali civiiized ¢dun-
tries, and moregspecially:in this, differs very mate-
rially from the condition anjong the savage tribes, or
among thic despotic heathen and mahometan. nations
of the cast. L
" There the woman is considered the mere ¢lave of
theman’; but here, as she ought, his companion and
associate.” Here, then, fumale education is of great
importance. The fairshould be instructed in useful
science ; be trained up to habits of industry and do-
mestic cconomy, and carly taught the docirines and
precepts of the Cliristianveligion..
"~ You who aré, and wish to becomé real mathers,
in this our American Israel, will no doubt, be care-
ful to_walk exemplary_befere, your household ; aid
study to’ improve, instruct, refine and happify the
domestic circle ; will teach your virtuous daugh-
ters to he prudent, and not bestow their hands and:
affections upon the immoral, intemperate, idle and
~profane ; butlet it he well understood, that.no one
who does not, by his moral conduct, industry and
regular deportment, manifest himself to be worthy of’
assuming the important, tender and endearing_char-
acter and relation of husband and father—need cver
expect to obtain the hand and affections of an A-
merican fair. s e

All of every age and sex, under a free govern-
ment, have an important part ; and the excellency
consists, not so much in what part, as in the manner
in which itis acted on the theéatre of human life. It
matters but little what station one fills, in a frec
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country, provided he discharge the duties of his sta-

tion with fidehty and ahlhh Each one ousht to
move 1n that sphere, and attend to those pur~u1t9 for
whlch hlS gemus is best calculated :

. . % Honor and shame from no condition rise,

¢« Act well your part, there all the honor lics »
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Those of tbis respected assembly who are the pro- °
fessed friends and disciples of the venerable Vash-

ington, and have assumed his name, are under pe-
culiar obligations to patiern the examples and cbey
the precepts of that great and good man; and en-
deavor to restore and maintain the just,” enhghi-
ened, and truly republican policy planned and adopted
under his wise and equitable administration.

All the talents, all the integrity of which our coun-.

try can boast, ought 1mmedlatelv to be put in re-
qmsmon and as fast as constituf ionally pracbcab]e,

~ called into service.

And now permit me, my friends and fellow citi-

zens, 10 conjure . you, by your love of country, by.
your love of the memory of your vencrable ances--

tors ; by your love of yourselves; by your love of

N Po“terlty ; by your love of all you hold dear, to u-

" nite to do your duty, like unprejudiced, patriotic

freemen. Be liberal—be charitable—be honest—be
true to yourselves—be true to your country—The
day is your own—speak—act like Americans—and
your country shall long continue to enjoy peace and
- prosperity—and your freedom and mdependenee
shall remain.



