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Dration.

Venerable Fathers-
Respected Matrons—

Beloved Youth——e

STRIKE Heaven-born Charity from the list
of your virtues, and. the snfant in politics now
speaking, would need an apology; but deathless
Charity, celestial attribute, legitimate offspring of :
Deity, waving her golden sceptre of sympathy, veils
the defe@s of kindred humanity, forms the breast of
relative nature for the reception of infant language,
- the product of infant intellects and inexperience ; en<
circles the political child in the arms of fraternal af-
fection, where fearless of the maladiction of disingenu-
ous criticism, hé addresses his fellow-citizens on the
dear-bought level of Equality, solemnly announced m
. 1796, and compleatly obtained in 1781,

Venerable Fatbers, ‘
The Orator of the day, whom parml friendfhip
hath called to the chair at this time, is not insensible

of the violenc of party spirit ia this western bourne;; -
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wshere the Tree of Liberty was planted by the Second
Favorite of Heaver—on the top of which in parti-
cular, and on each !)ranch in general, by gentle
breezes o?‘Repubhcan virtue, waves unfurled the flag
. of Equality, uncontam.nated thh the pestilential
. calm of Despotism, on the one hand, of the bois-
terous tumult of Anarchy on the other. But it
is not the intention o7 ¢ vour Orator to penegerate onz2
-party, or calumniate 'tht_e other ; he leaves that for the
respective leaders who have more wisdom fo inverit
and leisure and talents to execyte such measures—his
object is to bring your minds to realise the unrivalled
Liberty you possess ; how dear it was bought; of
- what Bmportance it is that you now preseryeit: and

to: prescﬁbe $0me Meaps. o ansger 50 glonous 3 .
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F({Ew-&tzzem, o
B Tlus morn awakes in Qnr hearts, feelings a0t to
he eraced but by death—this day we reflect on the
fu_l penod when haughty Bmam, 5Q far from suc.
courmg and assxsung her chxldrcn planted u; tbe west
nnfeelmd.y took. tl*cu; brcad the frmt of the;r Qwn
industry, and gave it to mesteml dogs. To remedg
ghis evxl, we praycd and entrcated but our prayers
and entreanes, our petxsmns and remonstrances, were
treated with contempt or neglect. Laying aside all
paternal fcehngs, she denounced us as Rebels ; beat
the hotrid din of War ; assémbled her mercenary Ar-
tiies 3 rallied her thundermg Navies; ¢ cricd havoc,
Jet Sl.lp the dags of war ;”’ :and with more than savage
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$6iy -drove the'blazing wheels of déath and destrue-
tion, blood and carnage, across the Atiantic Qcean;
- qauaged amd burat our cities, dishanored our virging,
- gnd slew -aur- young men thh the edge of the sword.

'Dhls mqmmg brmg; fresh to our mmds the fataI
Mpqtegntb of April, 177 5, when our pe.accful fire-sides
Frere:- ;:onve:ted to scenes of combat ; when the famxly
guard was engaged ip its defence, wlpch termmated in
staining the floor with the blood of innocence. Here
was a scene which neither the pen of 3 Mapisox .
ot thé tonghie of 3- DEMosPHENES -could paint or -
describe.  ‘Here was a:paternal Father, an affectionate
Mother, or 3. fongd Sister, wiping the ‘blood from
a ball or bayenet-woynd fatally made in. the breast o{
an-aged Sire, a fond Hufband, 2 dear Brother, or. ag
only Son, the amxcxpated stay and staff of hoary agc.

'Ihese were < times tbat tried men’s sonls.” Out
' Mo;hgr—Country, turning mon/fer, fo:got her chxld |
and had no-compassionfor her own oﬁ'apnt‘g ; saymg,
thc,y haye neither discipline, arms, ammunition nor
sommanders, and will therefore fall an -easy prej—
But the all gracious finger of Fleaven- pointed to %
Wasmsgrou, to take the command, to dxscxplmc
pur wamors, and lead them to vxctory and glory,

These proceedings, and their subsequent eﬂ%cts,
produced that ever memorable DECLARATION,
made twerty-nine years nast, to commemorate which
we are this, day assembled—and | ‘may the Great Arbi

ter of all events grant that we may not forget or
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 -cease fo realise, but perpetuate its glories, unstained by
Despotism or Anarchy, tothe latest pasterity. The
United States of America were then declared szzs and
-¥NDEPENDENT of any power cn earth—they solemnly
" .acknowledged Gop as their king, and adopted his
~ holy word as their law. Then commenced a Scene of
War, which while it degraded human nature on the:
one hand, announced the full-souled magnanimity of
the then 'feeble Americans on the other.

Free—bam Columbians !~ e
- /That you may better eftimate the intrinsic vaIue

of your Liberties, permit me to call your attention to
some few of the sacrifices made to obtain them. Firft
“xeflect on your Political Saviour ; whose glory, to at-
tempt to paint, would be like lighting a candle at noon
- day.to shew the beauty of the Sun—see him take his
" little band of .Farmers, Mechanics and Apprentices, -
" and unappalled by the menacing threats of hostile
- Legions, armed with deathful weapons, and whose
Chiefs were old in the arts of war—see him witha
magnammx*y of soul, quadratmg with the magnani-
mity of the object, meet.mg death and danger, face to
face—
~ Oft did his limbs the frozen ground compress,
‘While round his head the watry torrent pour’d ;
~ Dark clouds the curtain to his couch at rest,
While the bleak wind & midnight hail-storm shower’d.

Or else advancing with the solar ray, '
His spirit flamed to mee: the lightning glare,
- In hostile reams of ever burning day,
Sad haunts of plague, of death and black despair,
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FeﬂmoC'mzem, .
. - Take a view of the cares of his mind ; reﬂect on
the responsibility he feit ; tae value b set upon life,
and the love he had for his men. When torrents of
blood were flowing, his heart was expanding to the all
© gracious Gob, in whose hands all hearts are. Think
a.moment of the bloody scene of Bunker-Hle—-the
unparalelled action and safe retreat of Lang-bia td—
the: distressing scenes of the Monmoutb battle, Benning=

" ton victory, Stillwater conquest, Fort-Wasbington mas«

sacre, Trenton victory, Rutland and Brandywine blood
and carnage—-—where twice ten thousand Americans
were citombed in death—until the capturé of Corn- .
wallis compelled the haughty Tyrant, through the me.
‘'dium of his satalitish Ministry, to acknowledge our
INDEPENDENCE, and plighe his faith (if any he had) to
respect our Flag accordmgly C.

These, my Fathers, are but famt xdeas of thc
b]ood and carnage your Liberties cost; from which
“you can form mo just estimate—we will, therefore,
také other views of the subject. Simply describing
the scenes through which a WasHINGTON passed,
is indeed but an imperfect portr:ut——for be lived ; but
_ how many thousands pzzp, whose lives were equally’
dear to them, though not to us! - Reflect, fellow-ci-
tizens, and, while you reflect, realize the number of
~ Parents who sacri ﬁced their Sons, to obtain those Liba
erties which you now enjoy—turn your attention to
a scene which your Orator has wzme::ed—-see the fond
Mother receive a letter from the Army, written by a
Captain in whose’ company her dear Huf_band her

main support in trouble, the stay and staff, the head
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and guxde of har famxly, had long served his countr 7
—iview her, with éxtaiic pleasare eagerly -cafch the

: message, cdll Liet little fimily, and exclaim- =Childreny
bere is a eteer from your Father; we shall #orw kios

when b will return—she Opens, she reids—but, O

'Heavéﬂs —-though the black séal wis trobserved i

. thie fioment of joyy the éontents fail fiot to impart

the dreadful tidings \—Shie falteringly uttefs; Childréii,

| yaw‘ Father is dead-=be was killed at Fort-Wa:b:@-ton--"
Your aré 0:76:272:—-59 is no more !—ITér Strength fails,

zhe fetter falls ; ‘she bereaved of her sénses ; Rer Chil:

dren crymg aroun‘& her—she revives t6' weep, and lves
~ o mourh in poverty. Poor little Orphans; (observes
the Messénger) you bavé lost & good Father, wbo Ios#

bis life t obtain that Liberty sobich be can' never e
Jay—I bape it may be & valuable legacy ts yau—-tbe dguble
2ask of Father and Mother, now' devolves on* your suri
viving Parent. 'What heart-rending sighs, what con.

_ wulsive struggles have agitated the feelings of the .

Daughters of America '—How many thousafid Ifrd.

- cents havebeen made Orphans, to obtdin those Liber:
nes which we now 50 untbankfully enjoy! Grédt Kas
,been the expence, 'mcalculable the sacrifices by séa

""" ; but”

when these expences are compated with the loss of
lwes, and the mental ‘troubles of the bereaved, they
vamsh like smoke and’ vapour. -Thus the war* do.s-

- ed, and our liberties are secured. : ‘

All is now hushed, the war is o’er,
- @Great-Britain rules the States ro- more H

- But each enjoys a just degree,
Of healtk; of peace, and liberty.

[ e S




Fellezs-Citizens, . R _
"". "When the. sacrxﬁces, the expenc-., and the tiau-
Bles.which your Freedom cost, are recollected, 7s it
possxble the war-worn, pat'lotzr' scns of Am»nca mll
tamely submit to the tyranm.. yoke of any. forexan des-
pot, or st of domesnc creatures of thg'r own crealing ;
or_ by courting Monarchxcal alliances, or adopmg the
doctrine of 1mphc1t faith and blind ‘obedisrice; - $uffer
tbose mestunable prmleges to be wrested ﬁ'om therr
“Hands; and leave our posterity to say, Our fatb‘;r} pos-
:med tbe jbrfzme qf Freedom and Indeperzdence, &ut tbey

......

a'rag ot tbe rem“m: af a ,:fb not wgrtb faue:ng ¥

.
-‘ (2.4 -

J’ N '. - " .o T
‘4 . -~ . I. P,

~3"'” *Inthxs new stateot aﬁ'axrs, it was foind nécessa:
’1y-to havea regular Government, founded og thié true
pnncxples of the Declaratxon of Iudependence, made
“in 1776, by. which spirit I | ‘hope we are this day .unit-
" &d 5 a Convention was assembled, 2 Constitution wis
- formed, and with much- difficulty was acceded to by -
~:the respective States ; here the prerogatives znd pow.-
-p18 of the rulers are deﬁned and the right of the ruled
apccxﬁed this Constitution, as_ the ﬁalladmm of our
happiness, should sacredly be adhered’to s Our Bc-
Joved W asHINGTON takes the helm, . He guides ‘the
ship for eight years,,dls,ch;;,rges the . duties of Chxef
Maglstrate with that dlgruty, mtegnty and accuracy,
which would have done honor to a Roman Scnator,
and durmg which time peace. and harmony reigned
trmmphant. He then resigned his_elevated station,
and Mr, Apans &scended the Chaxr, which rank he
-held for four years, “during which time many disas.

ters took place which agxtatcd the public mind, but
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some of those difficulties were removed before the ex”
piration of his term of office; and had it been the
voice of the Nation that he shouid continue, perhaps
the remainder would havé been amicabiy settled ; but
the voice of that People, in accents strong and impres-
sive, called THoMAS Jerrersox, to fill the Presiden.
tial Chair ; former abuses were ractified, harmony re-
stored, and notmtbstandmg party spirit exists in some
parts of the Union, prosperity ana happiness holds the
balance. There are no alarms of foreign invasions,

: ntmtme broils, or domestic insurrections ; all is quiet

— our Meeuag-Houm are not_* burned,” ¢ our
Bxbl ? are not * destroyed,” and none of our ¢ Min-

7 isters” are. hanged ;> all Religious Societies are

equally protected by good wholesome laws, and all en.. -
joy the same privileges where those laws are duly ex-
ecuted : every candid man will acknowledge, that Re.
ligion in the United States is more flourishing at prc-'

sent, than it Kas been for 2 sentury past,

-
.' -t T

Fatber.r in Ma::acbwztt:, o g AL
- The prospect before us is not gloomy, as some

o newspaper squibs assert ; the liberal Arts & Scxences,
‘our Colleges, Universities, Acadcmnes, and other sem-
inaries of learning, . together withi the vast xnrrcase of

Social Libraries in the country, as also the common
Schools of education, were never at any former peri-
od in so flourishing a situation as they are at present.
"Our Commerce, Navigation, & Fxsherles, meeting the
nunparalelled increase of the Agricultural interest, affords

- a very pleasing prospect. Thus are you surrounded

with the smiles of Providence, in the full possession of
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“those pnv'leges and liberties, which " cannot be too
highly prized ; but when lost, like female virtue, can
never be regained.  You have now a President of
your own choosmg, and almost unanimously so—to
attempt to paint whose virtuous worth would be the
‘llexghtof'foliymmc° - LTt sm T
.= “Forfis not the muse’ s fondest strain, |
4. “With Patriot Heroes in her train, . .- . ---
~arv:2"Fo eulogize such worth : SR
-;>"To-seraph forms this task is given,
_:And trumpet tongues of elder Heavcn, RS
Forbnd; the praxse of ot

‘- - .0‘(.
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I (4 rcmams now that we culnvate the pﬁnaple of
due submxssmn to the ‘Constituted Authonnes 3 the_
spirit of fnendshlp, harmony, and’ brothetly love—
that:we encourage literature, diffuse useful knowle dge,
and extend the excellency and be:mty of our Consti-
_ tution, and the liberties secured to us therein—that .

we are watchful of our Rulers,: watchmg not for thexr
. halting, but for their good in union with oor own— "
that in' the choice of our Rulers, we fix-our minds on
those who retain the frue spirit of >76, and will con-

" .sider America as an indivisible Republic, who in their =
deliberations will prefer measures to men—will con-
template the general good, consider themselves the
guardians of Liberties next sacred to life, and who feel
their responsibility to those who created them what
they officially are. Should any leading characters of
a party, seek to destroy your Constitution, or advise
to a dissolution of the Union of the States—advert to

the legacy of your Political Father, and say in a satiri-
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' cal torie—Satan, «Joaunt I Umfed we :fzmd Divided.
" ave fall. Those pretended | friends of their Country,vf
-"whom our "WasHINGTON forwarned'.us to beware, -
- who consist of disappointed ‘place-men, office-seckers,
.and revolutionary-fire-brands, must never be entrusted
. with the guardianship of this mfaatRepnbhc-aS_ncbgtg
always to be ‘met wich in free Governments j -disap-
pointment is the fire-which causes their pof: torboil o«
ver, & by the vileness of the scum, we learn the patre~
faction of the ,meat—-they may,- however, answer ag
; good a purpose in a'frce: Government, -as anumber
. of wasp’s nests do in‘a meadow, to kegp the industrious
" _on thcir guard, and the /azy one busy = Thus,- if you -
“cittinue to-choose Rulers, ‘whose: bright reasoning,
 happy génius, and'elegant style, added to the spirit of
.. Freedom, integrity, and recutude,, .your: Cousnmtwn '
will stand, your ship will ride.out the storm. of ‘Anar-
chy and Despotism, “and be safely ‘moored in the har~
: bor of Republican confidence ;-your: Lnbetue. ehall rex
~‘main ontil the moon shall fade with age, the starc‘quxt
. 'the sphere of Heaven; and ¢s¢'sun shall w&l‘ lr.s‘éven‘
| --Hg fir¢ in Iightmg namrc’sfmtl tombg. T
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