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Satis hoc mercedis habeto
Si laudem vitor, fi fert opprobria victus, CarLPuRN1vUS,

Let this fuffice, if all receive their due,
Some of juft praife, and fome of cenfure too.

ArT. 1. Furidical Arguments and Colle&iions. By Francis
Hargrave, Efg. Barrifier at Law, 4to. s70pp. 1l g5,
Robinfons. 1797,

WE are happy to notice another publication from Mr. Har-
grave, on matters of law. Of all the branches of lj.
terature that come fucc‘cmvely under our conﬁderation, that of
the law of the land feems to be the moft ﬁngularly circum-
ftanced. The ability and energy employed upon the {tudy and
practice of the law, are certainly equal, if not fuperior, to thofe
‘beftowed on any other profeffion, or any other ftudy or purfuit
whatfoever ; the number of jts profeflors, the rivalry of their
competition, the riches and honours that attend op many, and
that operate as incitements to all its votaries, fhould, we thigk
contribute to make difquifitions on the Jaw and conﬂilutior:
very diftinguifhed pieces in the literature of the country ; byt
on the contrary, we find fuch preductions in general come be:
fore the public without the ufual advantages of compofition s
the learnmg of judges, the arguments of counfel, are expofeci
to be reported by athers 5 this is performed not always with
Kk ﬁdeijty,
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ArT. XVIL. The Caufe of Truth ; containing, befides a great
Variety of other Matter, a Refutation of E:r'rar:s in the political
#orks of Thomas Paine, and other Publications of a Similar
Kind, “In a Series of Letters, of a religious, moral, and poli-
rical Nature. By Robert Thomas, Minifter of Abdie. 8va.
237 pp. 3. Dickfon, &c. Edinburgh; Vernerand Hood,
&c. London. 1797.

L FRONTI nulla fides,” may jultly be faid of this volume;
not a bad fenfe, but a good one ; not in refpect of its
title, but of its external appearance. Being clofely printed,
upon coarfe paper, and fold ar a low price, it contains more
found reafoning, and more uleful matier, than moft of thofe
books upon which all the aids of tvpography are employed.
The principal contents of it are, The State of Nature; Of i
the Rights of Men ; On Equality ; Of univerfal Suffrage, and ]
annual Parliaments ; On the prefent State of our Reprefenta- |
tion; Of Liberty ; Objeftions againft kingly Government :
obviated ; Of the hereditary Succeflion to the Crowny Of !
ihie Neceffity and Origin of Government, and of the Forma- '
tion of the Britith Conftitution ; Obflervations on the Britifh
Conflitution ; Of Things that are no Arguments againft the !
Goodnefs of the Conftitution; Of the Superiority of the [
Britith Conftituiion ro every other ; Concluficn. ‘.
At p. 7, 1. 25, 6, 7, we meet with a very fanciful paffage, )
which rendered us, for a while, prejudiced againtt the book ; |
but that prejudice was overcome by fucceeding excellencies. It
would be uofair to extradl fo thort and fingular a paffage, as 3
fpecimen of the whole work ; and therefore we fhall only ad-.
vife the author to expunge it from any future edition.
The writings of Paine are thus ftrongly chara&erized :

“¢ This artful man has fo blended truth and error; he has fo infufed
the poifon of alps intw 1he falutary draughrt of truth, that he has blin.
ded the anderﬂandin%:l, and infuriatcd the hearts of many.

¢ His falfehoods, his errors, his vifionary fchemes have ferved him
as an enchanter’s wand ; with the touch of which be introduces hig
reader into Fairyland; leads him in flowery paths through myrile
groves; and prefents nothing to his view but harmony, peace, riches
and happinels, He conceals the pit, which lies before the tfave[ler:
He hides the dzmons of Difeard, War, and all confufion and mifery;
which are ready to burft forth, and to change this fair and plcaﬁn,
fcene into a blafted heath covered with ruins and {lain ; over which Sla-
very and Mifery, inltead of Liberty and Equality, prefide,” P, 19,
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534 Thomas's Caufe of Truth.

In the fefion which treats of £guality, many found argu-
ments are prefented to us.

¢ In confidering the equality or rather inequality of men, there
is one marked diltinétion between man and the inferior creatures, to
which we ought to atrend. Among all the lower orders of creatures,
every individual without art or education, and fimply by the ufe of
its natural powers, arrives inftinctively at the petfetion of the {pecies.
All that nature every intended the fpecies fhould be, may be feen in
any individual. There is a certain limit to which nature leads them,
and beyend which they do not pafs.  Bur the cafe is very different
with the human fpecics.  The fon improves upon the experience of the
father.  He adds riches to the father’s ftore.  He joins invention to
invention, herd to herd, and field to ficld ; and thus, as knowledge, arts
and riches, advance, the offspring differs from the founder of the fa-
mily, rill, at laft, this difference hecomes fo grear, that he who has al-
ways lived in an improved and polifhed fociery, can Liave no exact idea
of the ftate of men in a rnde and barbarovs age. The law of nature,
both with regard to individuals and focieties of the human race, that
- they fhould make a progre(s in the acquifition of knowledge, of virtue,
of riches, and of every thing which conftitutes the happinefs of the-
individual or focial ftate. But this progrefs depends on a thoufand
-circumftances, and is very ditierent both in different individuals, and
in different focicries.  How prepofterous then ! how ablurd muft it
be! to rake the originel condition of man as a ftandard to meafure
what man fhould be in a ftate of very high improvement, or as a level

122

to reduce them to equality I P. 76.

¢ In Rome, the bait with which the rich demagogues fithed to
catch the people, was a profeffion of great zeal for rthefe laws ; and 1t
fhould feem, that, in thefe times, the cry of liberty, equality, and uni-
ver{al {uffrage, has been made ufe of, by fome, for the fame purpofe.
"There was one miicheif, which at Rome, followed the ineffeftual trug- -
gles of the people for the agrarian laws, againft which we ought to
guard with the utmoft cantion, The attempt to enact and enforce thofe
laws, joired to the privilege of voting individually, which the people
had acquired, was the remote caufe of the civil wars that ruined that
ftate. Rome was now a monftrous democracy, in which, tho’ there
were no ]egal,'rhcrc were yet the greatedt real, diftinétions, The
perple were divided, and from the habit of contending, prone to fac-
tion, Ambiticus men feized the opportunity, and placed themfelves
at the heads of the different factions; and from that time Rome be-
came a cortinued fcene of tumul, civil war, and flaughter, till Auguf-
tus gave it peace and flavery. And were we to atrempt to eftablifh
equality, and fhould fucceed in the extinguifhm%lof conftitutional
rank, and the efiablifhing of univerfal fuffrage (for here, as in Rome,
where it was tried for a very long period, equality could be carried
no farther) what reafon have we to believe that we fhould efcape fimi-
lar calamitics? None at all.  We are made of the fame flefh and
blood with the Romans; and fimilar effets will ever be produced by
fimilar caufes.  That monftrous democracy of Rome, to which Au-
guftus gave the finifhing blow, was but lately revived in the Convention
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of France.” P.gg. w i
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s It is true, that, in our prefent conflitution, the rich are allowed
more power than the poor ; and it is but jut they fhould : foras a
rich man has no more natural power to defend himfelf and maintain
his rights than a poor man, and much more to lofe, it is right, that he
thould have more authority.  As the natural powcr of the rich is lefs
than that of the poor, the deficiency of natural power uft be made
up by a greater fhare of that which is adveniitious, in order that
every man may be able, and no more than able, to maintain his rights,
and enjoy fecurity. If we mean therefore by the conftitution, to pre-
ferve to every man his property, and all his other individual or abfo-
lute rights, we muit allow to the rich a jult conflitutional power,
greater than that of the poor, in addition to their natural power, in
order that the effelive and real power of the rich may balance that of
the poor, and that ncither clafs may be able to opprefs the other.
Juft equality of power in fuch a ftare as ours, does not confilt in each
man’s having as much power as another, but in rthe balance of power
among the different parts of which itis compofed.  When thefe parts
are duly balanced, every individual is fafe, becaufe the part, to which
he belongs, has power to protect him.” P. 131,

The next fe@ion treats of univerfal Suffrage and annual
Parliaments.

s« The great rule, according to which the right of fuffrage as well
as other polirical power and privilege, whether of a legiflative or ex-
~ecutive kind, ought to be diftributed, is, that the individual or private
rights of all in any political fociety, may be fecure : and thefe rights,
wherher they confift in digaities, fuperior riches, or other diftin¢tions,

- can never be fecure, unlefs the power, which proteéts them, be in pro-
portion to the danger, to which they are liable, of being invaded.”
L o174, '

In Letter xxiii, it is calculated, that univerfal fuffrage and
annual parliaments, would coft the nation 2.1 times more than
ele@ions do at prefent ; that is, would be a dire@ additional
annual expence of at lealt two millions and a half. We like
the author’s reafonings, better than his calculations. He an-
ticipates indeed, and anlwers, fome objeGtions to this calcula-
tion; but we apprehend the principal one to be, that the right
of {uffrage would, in that cafe, be flighted and neglc&cd; it
would not be exercifed by one man, perhaps, in 50, through-
out the nation ; and a few ambitious and unprincipled dema-
gogues weuld carry all before them,

¢¢ It has been afked, ¢ what right has any fet of men to tax me
without my confenc ?” It may be anfwered, that if many were never
to be taxed but with their own confent, they would fcarcely be taxed
at any time, and never as they ought. The right to tax by fome per-
ons or other, is founded in the righr, which government bas to fupport.
The right of men of property, and thofe only, to tax us, is founded
in this, that the country could not be fo equitably taxed in any other
way; and, for the fame reafon, the eletors of fuch men ought to have
Ppz certain




536 Thomas's Caufe of Truth.

certain property, or a certain intereft in the country. Were it other-
wife, the poor might ftrip the rich of their wealth, and reduce them
to their own level, fimply by the power of taxation.” P. 198,

In Letter xxvi, many judicious obfervations are made con-
cerning ** the prefcnr State of our Reprefentation.”  Among
which is this :

¢ Asthe members of the Houfe of Commons are the reprefentatives
of all places in the kingdom, and as the bufinefs which they manage is,
ih a greater, or lefs degree, the bufinefs of everv {ubjet, their coniti-
tuents have no right or claim whatever to enjoin them 1o vote ih any
certain way raiher than another; neither is it their duty to vote accoyd-
ing to the fenfe of their conftituents, unlefs that fenfe coincide with
their own, They are, indeed, bound to hear their conftituents; nay, it is
their duty, I fhould prefume, in ordinary cafes, to take all proper feps
to know their minds, as well as to inform themfelves with regard to all
particular bufinefs, which comes before them; but when they have
learned what is the minds of their conftituents, and colle¢ted all pro-
per information on any fubject to be confidered by them, it is then as
much their duty to vote without any parual refpeét to conftituents, but
fimply according to thcir own judgment and the diflates of their own
confciences.” T.zi3.

We apprehend, that this queftion may be p'ac'ed in_ a yet
fironger light ; and we fhall endeavour fo to place it, believing,
that the do&rine of an amplicit obedience 6f members to the
tflruélions of their conflituents, is one of the moft dangerous
and unconftitutioral doétrines that was ever maintained by an
Englithman. Perfons of various defcriptions have the privi-
lege of electing the Houfe of Commons (and we hope they will
Jong retain it, with few or nv alterations ; becaufe we think it
would fall, by any great change, any change upon principle and
Syftem, into hands much le‘fs‘fafe than thofe which at prefent
hold it). But here the prn:':lege ends. The memt’mr of parlia-
ment does not reprﬁfenf, he is mot the proxy of, his conflituents
(or ele@ors) anly ; he is a part of the body ot reprefentatives
of the Commans of Great Britain. When, thercfore, even r_he
majority (which ﬁfafom happens ) o-f _the electors of any diftrict
or place, inftru& their members (as it is vulgarly faid) what is the
weight of authority conftitutionally belonging to thofe inftruc-
tions? Weanfwer, the weight of 2 Jew atams, and n6 more,
For this weight 1s exaétly in proportion to the number of the
jnftru@ors, compared with the whole number of the people of
Great Britain, eledors and non-electors; whofe judgmenis on
public affairs are entitled to prag_/c!y the [ame, that is, to a
wery high degree of refped and autention from the reprefenta-
tives, or groxies, of doth _af{!;enz in parliament. And accord-
ingly, the right of petitionirg the King, or either Houle of

Parliament, belongs equally to every individual, 4
£ ut
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« But as the hiftory of the country fhews us, that the tendency of
the conflitution isto preferve and improve itfelf. {o that, as well as the
experience of individuals at the prefent time, proves its tendency to
preferve and improve what is eligible in the condition of the fubject.
The ftate of the fubje@ has Buctuated much in the courfe of feveral
centurics; and fo does the ftate of every individueal’s health, fortune,
reputationand happinefs; nothing is unchangeably fable, but the author
of the univerfe ; but notwithftunding of thofe fluctuations from better
to worfe and wice werfa, what is eligible in the condition of the pec-
ple of this country, has not only been generally preferved, but, upon
the whole, much augmented. Their wealth and liberty have been -
encreafed ; their charafter in general perhaps improved; and the
whole of their conditjon bettered, and rendered more fecure. All
this is known to thofe who, to the leaft acquaintance with the hiftory
of the country, join that of a few years experience. And thus we
perceive the jultnefs of the diitribution of power in the conftitution,
from the tendency of the latter to preferve and improve both itfelf and
whatever Is eligible in the condicion of the fubject.” P, 355,

Though it 15 not likely that poor perfons will go through,
or even fee fuch a book as this, vet their real Jrinds, who
abound i this more than in any other country, will read with
pleafure fuch a pallage as the fuliowing.

“ The king of this country is, by the conftitution, and, whilft that
remains what 1t is, ever muft be, a father o the poar.

¢« Wharever advanrages therefore any ambitious, popular, and
powerful individual may vainly propofe to himfelf by a chanee of
government, let the poor cfpecially adhere to their King ; let them
cling to him as the only plank that will fave them from perifhing in
that {torm which, in cafe of a change to republic, would be imme-
diately raifed by the ambitious ftruggling with each other for power.
Let them lcok ateentively firlt, on France and then on Britain, ‘and
they will perccive the truch of Solomon’s words, that for the traunf. < |
greffior of a land, many are the princes thereof s but that by a man of -
deiftanding and knswwledge (and fuch ever muft be the King of this
country, aided and ftrengthened by the wifdom and power, in fome
meafure of the whole nation) the ffate, that is, the tranquillity and
happinefs, thereof fball be prolmged.” P, 363, f

*¢ In this country raxes muft be great, becaufe the wife jult, and ] f
beneficent purpofes of government, which they anfwcr,'arc I’nan :
But, though great, I mult take the liberty of affirming, that they are
not heavy, that is, a fenfible burden. "This affirmation may not be 4
very popular one; but it is founded on the moft obvious fads, I is
not a conclufion drawn trom reafoning concerning the comparative ‘
value of money and the means of fubfiftence at any number of periods 5
concerning the increafe or dimination of nationai wealth, and the im:
provement of our commerce, agriculture, and the various arts things b
with regard to which we may very eafily err ; but from thar i:; wnich. |
no man can be deceived, I mean a comparifon of the prcfc,nt ftate of
the people of all ranks with their ftate in all paft times. Afcend to
the fource of our hiftory, and you find the people of this country
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538 Thomas’s Caufe of Truth.

troops of naked favages, conduéted by their refpective leaders, with-
out any houfes but huts, without arts, and without any means of fub-
fillence, except the fpontaneous growth of the earth, and the produce
of their flocks and herds. Dfcend afterwards ro the time of rhe
congueft, and you find them emerged indeed from the favage ftate, but
ftill in the barbarous, little acquainted with agriculture and the me-
chanic arts, deftitute frequently of the necefluries, and always of the
conveniencies, comforts, and ornamen:s of life.  Defeend even to the
reign of Henry the Seventh, and you find an Earl of Northumberland,
Tliving amidft a numerous retinue, indced, but in a flile of coarfe bar-
barous plenty, or rather penury, of which the very tenants of fuch a
man would now be athamed. Compare the condition of all ranks at
the prefent time, with whar it wasin general fifty, forty, or, in moft
places perhaps, even twenty years ago, and yéu find the greatelt dif-
ference in favour of the prefent times,  The cottager now lives like
the farmer formerly ; the farmer like the landed gentleman; the gen-
tleman like the nobleman ; the noblecman Jike a prince or king.
Tewns have rifen in marfhes and waltes, where once fearce a living
creatare could fubfift; and thoufands of wealthy nierchants zand
tradefmen may be feen, where a beggar, in former times, when taxes
were little or nothing, could not havelodged.  Our country, from be-
ing one dreary walte, bas allumed a beaury and richnefs which are un-
rivalled by any place of equal extear, on the furface of the whole
globe. In fine, though our taxes have ncceflarily encreafed, all ranks
are infinitely better fed, clothed, and lodged, than wlen they paid few
or none, a plain and inconteftable proof, that, though great, they are
pot hea . P. 397.

Ot the author’s candour, the following palTage is a proof,
and he cermainly carries it farther than many perfons will be

able to go with him.

« If a party in the nation, Joyal, I ar fully perfuailed, to a man,
and ready, in cafe of any-great emergency, to give the molt decided
proof of their loyalty, rea.y, if neceflity thould require ir, to fhed
their blood in torrents, in defence of that country, which they may
have, perhaps, in fome degree, injured, through tie heac of conten-
tion, and by the enrhofiafm of their eloguence, if this loyal party have
not been able effectually to thwart a minifter, wife and fteady beyond
his years, in a remarkable degree, this is not an argument againit the
Goodnefs of the Conftitution, but a proof, that te Minority in Par-
Jiament is not yet the Majority.” P, 407.

We fhall conclude our extraéts by one (hort fentence, which
exprefles the jult refult of all the procceding argwinents.

« If a man wifh to live under a government, where, at the leaft ex-
pence, all things taken into the confideration, he may calmly, or with-
out fear of injury, enjoy himfelf and his all; where he may ufe all
means, not injurious to others, to improve his character and condition,
to promoie his prefent happinefs, and to qualify himfelf (fo far as is in
his power) for a happinefs that is future and eternal, he will, if he fecs
as he ought, give, without one moment’s hefitation, the government of
this country a decided and conflant preference to every uther.” Pl 423,

BRITISH




	TC01.11-1798
	TC1

