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TO THE

ASSOCIATION

AT THE

CROWN aAaxp ANCHOR,

And other AsSOCIATIONS for preferving
Libertyy Propertyy and Public Order.

GENTLEMEN,

THE following Publication is intended to
further the fame laudable and important defign
which is the obje@ of veo{ Infticution. Should
it be diftinguithed by you¥ Notice, it might in
fome degree obviate that fufpicion of tritenefs
which, perhaps too defervedly, lies againft every

thing that is known to originate from the pul-
pit.

The original occafion of what is here publifh-
ed, was certainly much out of the way of com-
mon pulpit exhibitions ; and the Author at leaft
endcavoured to take advantage of the oceafion.
Whether he has fucceeded fo far as to render
what he has wntten publicly interefting in the
manner and form, he cannot determine; the mio¥-

ver and fubjelt 18 certainly highly interefting to
: the
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the public, in the prefent fpirit and difpofition
of the inhabitants of this country. And as it is

profefiedly part of the defien of vour Inftitution
to promote the circulation of {uch writings as
may tend to deter from public Tumult, Riot,
and Confufion, and to cncourage Peace, Good-
order, and dues {ubjeltion to Government; if you
think the following adapted to forward thefe pur-
pofes, the {anction of vour approbation may con-
tribute ro give it greater influence, and to diftufc
more widely its good effelts.

I am,
GENTLEMEN,
Verytefpe&fuily,

Your humble Servant,

JAMES BROWN.

PREFACE.



T HE following Dilcourfe was delivered at the opening

of the Commons-Houfe-of-Aflembly of the Province
of Geeorgia, on the reftoration of Civil Government there
in the Year 1780, at the defire of the Aﬂ'cmbly. And the
Author was then requefted to print it, by a deputation
from the Houfe. But on application being made to the
only printer then in the Province; his bufinefs having
been broke up, and the implements of it difperfed, or de-
{troyed, while the Americans were in poffeflion of the
country, it was not in his power té print it. The manu-
{cript has of courfe lain by among tre Author’s papers, ever
fince, without any thought of its again making a public
appearance ; till the dangerous and threatening afpeét of
the prefent times induced him to think of offering it to the
public : it haply the dreadful picture of public and private
calamity prefented in it, and which was drawn immediately
from life and altual exiftence, may have fome influence to
deter the infatuated, the mad, inhabitants of this country
from purfuing thofe fteps that muft ever infallibly lead to
the {ame dreadful and deplorable confequences.

‘The Difcourfe 1s now publifhed as it was originally writ-
ten : infertions, and alterations, more pointedly applicable
to the defign of its prefcnt publication might no doub:
have been made; but thefe would perbhaps have hurtits
uniformity, and made it feem lefs direltly applicable to its
criginal defign. The very few infertions that have been

made
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made are marked with a fingle inverted comma, to diftin-
gui{h them from fome other quotations which are marked
with a double mnverted comma.

The notes have been chiefly added on the prefent occa-
fion, and have run to much greater length than was n-

tended. They allude mofitly to falts that camec within the
Author's own knowledge, many of them fubfequent to

the compofing of the original Difcourfe. 'With the greater
part of thofe for whom this publication is principally in-
tended, authentic anecdotes, and particular facts, are
morte palpable, and likelv to be more impreflive. than
rruments or general deferiptions; and this, 1t is hoped,
wiil be thought a fufiicient apology for the length and per-
{fonalitv of thefe notes ; and particularly for that egotifm
which-th:-}' trequently induce ; and which 1s indulged, as
endinzg to a more concie narration, which in chem, was
wiiat the wrniter chiefly aimed at.

With a view merely to the prefent defign of this publ:-
cation, the general ntroduchion might perhaps have been

contracted ; but the Aa!hor was willing to exhibit at leatt
i« few copies of the Difcourfe in its original unmutilated

torm : {hould thefe be thought worthy of the public atten-

tion, and a greater number wanted, the fublequent copies
mav 1n this reipect be ordered as the public opinion {hall

fugceft: and may alfo be publifhed in fuch a form as to
reduce the price as Jow as the quantity of matter will admut.

The {evere critic mav perhaps think the general flile ot
this difcourfe too exuberant, perhaps even glaring : fome-
thing of this may be owing to the period of lite in which
1t was hrit compoled. But it will, befide, be remembered,
that the Difcourie was written to be addreffed viva voce to 2
popular audience, where fome degree of {plendour may be
not only excufable, but even neceffary, to allure attention ;
and bv means ot the ear and imagination, to gain accefs to
the underftanding and hearts ot the audience.

And
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And as this was the cafe when it was originally compofcd,
{o now that it is publifhed, it is ftill principally addreffed
to popular attention : this it is hoped will be allowed a {af-
ficient reafon for not altering the ftile, without impeaching
the judgment or tafte of the author |

Had this publication been intended to challenge the cve
of fevere criticifm, the author would probably have thought
it neceflary, to have fhaded fome glare, and pruned fome
redundancies which his own judgment would have pointed
out to him, and perhaps even to have begun with the firdt
fentence. A {plendid drefs may fometimes be the firft
thing to attract the eye to an obje&, in which, when we
come to contemplate it nearer, we may find many things
more cngaging and interefting than the fplendour of the
drefs..—It 1s hoped, on the prefent occafion, it will no
where be found that fenfe or meaning are facrificed to mere
found or fhow.

POSTSCRIPT.

THE ftriCtures which accompany this Difcourfe, were
thrown together while the former «art was in the prefs;
in great hafte, and, confequently, in a very loofe connection
and order ; though they have run to much greater length
than was at firft thought of.

The whole was intended to have made its appearance in
the general alarm that preceded the meeting of Parliament :
but by fome delay in preparing for the prefs, and ftill greater
and more unaccountable delay in the prefs, it has been fo
_long fuf{pended, that the alarming appearance that fuggelited
the defign of publifhing it, has now happily in a great mea-
fure fubfided : But though the immediate appearance of
danger may be lefs, there is reafon to fufpeél that the {pint
and difpofition from which it arofe is not lefs ftrong, nor
lefs altive, but only obliged to be more cautious of fhewing
itfelt, and to work imore covertly : indced the obfcurity in

which
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which the prefent danger has been hatched, is perhaps the
principal reafon of 1ts having got to fuch a growth unob-
{erved. When a noble Marquis, 1n the Houfe of Lords the
other dav, afferted, that among thofe with whom he con-
verfed he {aw no {ymptoms of danger ; he fhould have re-
collected, thatit 1s not from fuch as are fo happy as to be
honoured with the noble Marquis’s converfation and focicty
that the danger is apprehended ; it 1s not fuch that are
likely to be forward in a defign to equal all property, and
level all diftinction.  The danger anfcs from perfons of a
diferent defcription, whom, perhaps, fuch as the noble
Marquis are too apt to overlook ; and who may theretore
be the more defirous of raifing themfelves to a diftincticn
that may deferve his notice and attcntion.

THE
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THE IMPORTANCL

OF
PRESERVING UNVIOLATED

TIHIHE

SYSTEM OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT
IN EVERY STATE.

1 CORINTH. x1v. 33.
GoD ISXOT TIIE AUTHOR OF CONFUSION, BUT OF PEACE.

P, alilifir

HEN the Almighty Architeét of the

Univerfe had finithed his works, he
{furveyed the whole with the eye of uner-
ring wif{dom, and difcerning them all to be
very good, he pronounced a blefling upon
them. Thus created perfeéé, thus bleffed
by Him whofc blefling none can reverfe;
and ftill under the {uperintendency of the
{fame wile, good, and powerful Being; the
moft unanfwerable enquiry that can be
fuggefted to human reafon, is, How Evil
cained admiffion into the world ; how dif-
order, confufion, and mifery ever found
accefs among the works of a Being of infi-
nite goodnefs to purpofe, of infinite wif-
dom to plan, and of nfinite power to exe-

cute what was moft fupremely good, and
moft permanently perfet.

A But



L2 ]

But as it 1s cerramn that God neither is, nos
can be, either the Author or Approver of
confufion, of evil or diforder; it i1s {till no
le{s certain, that evil and dHorder have 1n-
truded themiclves intothe creationyand have
much marred and detormed the originally
cood and beautitul works of the Creator.
And though this queltion ¢ From whence
Evil#:” has employed, and pcrplexed the re-
{earches of the learned and inguifitive 1n all
ages of the world, they have lett the matter
nearly as they found 1t; {till as dark and
difiicult to be accounted for as ever.

But though fully to {olve this queftion
{feems beyond the reach of human reafon,
and 1t may be wone of the hidden things of
God ; yet with refpect to the moial world
at leaft, this much we may by the {malleft
attention plainly difcern; that Evil 1s only
to be found where the operations of free
agents can have eflet. So that wherever
dilorder, confufion, or mifery prevail, it a-
rifes not from any neceflity in the conftitu-
tion of things; 1t proceeds not from any
imperfection in the divine plan, or defeét in
the divine execution, but from the depravity
of the human heart, and the perverfenefs of

. r
% Ylez:v 70 »oewoy.

the
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the human will. Should 1t be {a1d, that this
is only removing the difhiculty a ftep fur-
ther, not cetting rid of 1t; we admit the ob-
je¢tion ; nor pretend to {folve an enquiry,
to the {olution of which the greateft and
wifeft of men inall ages have confefled them-
{elves unequal.

On this point however we muft {till fur-
ther fuggeft, that without freedom of will,
and choice of aétion, there could be no {fuch
thing as virtue or vice, merit or blame in hu-
man charaéter or conduét; there could be
no rcafon or equity 1n rewards or punifh-
ments, no juftice or impartiallity in the di-
{tribution of prefent or future happinefs or
mifery to mankind. Butin contemplating
the original plan of nature we muft confider
man as what God originally made him: for
what he has {ince made himf{elf, he himfelf
only is anfwerable. The mifery he has
brought upon his {pecies, and the diforder
he has introduced among the works of God,
are the eftfeéts of his own voluntary ations,
not the neceffary confequences of the confti-
tution of his nature : and even this evil and
mifery we hope and believe the {fame all-pro-
vident Goodnef{s will finally expiate and re-

move¥, A2 But

* See a publication, intitled, The Refittution of all Things,
by the Author of this Difcourle
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But leaving this perplexing and inexpli-
cable queftion, let us keep to facts.

In every part of nature where the opera-
tions of men can have no influence, we {ce
all conftant and regular, beautiful and good;
all confpiring to ufeful and falutary ends and
purpofes, to peace, pleafure, and happinefs.
The {fun 15 con{tant to his courfe; and while
he regularly runs the race marked out by his
Maker, fheds uninterrupted his grateful in-
fluence on this {fublunary world. The moon
and ftars unfailing perform the functions af-
ficned them, and invariably preferve the or-
der appointed by their Creator,day and night,
{fummer and winter, with all the variety of
{eafons, are regulds in their viciffitudes, and
faithful to their order; and hence contri-
bute to the beauty, perfection, and happi-
nefs of the whoie vegetable, animal, and ra-
tional creation. Thus in the natural world,

man and his operations only excepted, we
fee all proceed with perfeét order and har-
mony ; and that harmony and order always
producing good, beauty and happinefs.

If from the matenal, we turn our thoughts
to the rational and moral world, and confi-
der the human fyftem fimply as conftituted
by its divine Author, we fhall there find the

{fame
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fame marks of admirable order and good de-
fizn that univerfally characterize the whole
works of God. The conftituent powers and
principles of the human mind, duly regulat-
ed, and nightly exerted, compofe a truly
good and beautiful frame : the narural paf-
fions and affections direfted to their proper
objeéts, and reftrained within due bounds,
arc all of a wile and beneficent tendency.
And reafon 1s ordained as a {overeign, to
prefide over, to direct, regulate, and reftrain

their operations; fupported by confcience,
that inflexible arbiter of right and wrong,

poflefled of full power to vindicate the au-
thority ot reafon, and give force and fanc-
tion to her ditates amd laws. Were the
principles and powers of the human mind
exerted according to this their natural or-
dery, and human conduc¢t and actions regu-
lated according to this their juft ceconomy,
the beauty, order, and good-defign of the
moral and intelleftual world, would be no
lefs confpicuous, and ftill more interefting,
than that of the matenal world. And to
the breach of this order, to the contempt
and neglect of this ccconomy, is owing all
the vice and mifery, all the wars, devaftation
and deftruflion that have {o oft defolated

and
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and laid wafic the world. To perverted and
unreflrained paflions, reafon corrupted, and
made the flave and pandar of paflion, and
cenfcience ftifledy, or unable to caufe 1its
voice to be heard, or its authority to be felt
amidf{t the general tumult and diforder; to
thefe fatal {ources may be traced all the con-
fufion and milery, all the guilt and crimes,
2]l the rapine and violence under which the
world has {o often groaned. ¢ Whence,”
{avs St. James, ¢ come wars and fightings
¢ among vou?! come they not hence even of
¢ vour Jufts that war 1n vour members? come
« :;hey not of your unreftrained, uregulated,
¢« and unbounded paflions ¢”

1f from the humah conftitution confidered
in the abf{traét,or 1in individuals, we turn our
thouchts to human fociety in general, or the
different communitiesof which it 1s compofed
1n particular,we {hall (till ind theobfervation
of the text hold true, that ¢¢ God s not the
¢ Author of confufion but of peace.” We
{hall f1ill find the voice of nature and reafon,
which to man is the voice of God, univerfally
pointing out a certain order and regularity,
a certain {ubordination to laws and lawful
authority, as neceflary to the peace and prof-
perity, the {ccurity and happinefs, of cvery

com-
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community, and of every individual member
of each community. And {uch a regulari-
ty and {ubordination we find actually exift-
ing 1n fome degree 1n every {ociety, in every
country and nation, from the earlieft ages of
the world. So that without afcribing the
fanétion of divine right to any particular
form of government in preference to ano-
ther; we may in gencral afirm, that a re-
gular government, confifting in an citablith-
cd fubjection to laws and lawtul authority,
to magiftrates and rulers {upreme and {ub-
ordinate, 1s the natural means by which the
Divine Providence ordained peace, profpe-
rity, and happinefs to be preferved in hu-
man fociety. For what the Divine Provi-
dence univerfally produces by the regular
operation of nature and reafon, may with
as much juftice and propriety be reckoned
the work of God, as what 1s the cfleét of
his own 1mmediate agency.

And from an impartial view of human
{fociety, we may f{afely pronounce, that the
Sovereign of Nature no more intended the
fame {yftem of policy, the fame mode of
rule, the fame form of government for every
country and people; than the fame foil and

climate, the famec mode of life, the {ame ge-
n1Ius
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nius and ddpofition of the inhabitants. And
in every country we juitly allow adivine
fanction to that government which is by the
Divine Providence regularly eftablifhed
there*. St. Paul was plainly of this opi-
nion : hence, writing to the Romans, 1n one
of the moft profligate and flagitious reigns
that ever diigraced that empire. ¢ There1s
“ no power, {ays he, ¢ but of God, the
¢ powers that be are ordained of God. Who-
¢ {oever therefore refifteth the power, refiit-
¢ eth the ordinance of God: and they that
« refift thall receive to themfelves damna-
« tion.” ¢ Thisis an awtul threatening, and
¢ may at firft feem boldly and abruptly pro-
¢ nounced by the Apoftle. But when we
¢ Jook fteadilv into the dreadful train of
¢ crimes and miferies in which reliftance to
¢ civil government invariably has, and una-
¢ voidably muftyinvolve all who are concern-
¢ ed 1n 1t or connected with 1ty we muft fully

¢ acquiefce in the juftnefs of the Apoftle’s

* 1t will, I perfume, be readily perceived, that by a Divine
Sanéiiom here, nothing more 1s, or can be, underftood than
that anthonity which the laws of God, and the principles ot
religion juftly allow to the eftablifhied laws and government
of every fociety ; and that obedience and fubjection which

they require, and enjoin to all that live under the protection
of fuch laws and government.

¢ {entence.
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¢ fentence. At leaft if there be any guilt
¢ or crime within the compais of human
¢ perpetration, upon which damnation may
¢ abfolutely be denounced, we may certainly
¢ {ay 1t 1s this. All other crimes, in the de-
¢ gree of mifery which muft follow them, in
‘ the extent of difaftrous confequences with
¢ which they muft be attended : and confe-
¢ quently, in the atrocioufnefs of the guilt
¢ with which they muft be charged, are ve-
¢ nial, are innocence #felf, compared with
¢ the accumulated crimes and horrors that
¢ with certainty attend internal difcord :
¢ even foreign war with all its calamitics is
¢ excufable in its guilt, and light in its con-
¢ fequences, when put in the balance with
¢ thofe of civil war. And no well-eftablifh-
¢ ed government was ever overthrown with-
¢ out a civll war, with all its horrors, mife-
¢ries and crimes.’” Thus, whatever {fociety
fhall fuffer them{elves to be drawn into the
contempt and refiftance of civil government,
fhall affuredly, 1n the very natural eftects,
and neceflary confequences of their actions
feel the divine vengeance for {uch impious
violation of this {acred and important order

of nature, and of the God of nature.
B Thus’
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Thus, in every view of things, God is not
the Author of contufion but of peace. Good-
order and regularnty are the univerfal cha-
racteriftics of his works; and peace, proi-
perity, and happinefs, the fure and conftant
effect of the prefervation of that regularity
and good-order. Confufion and diforder,
vice and mifery, are the works of men; of
men hurried headlong by their own blind
humours and impetuous paflions: and dar-
ing from pride and folly, from avarice and
ambition, to break through and violate that
{acred and beneficent good-order which the
Sovereign of Nature has eftablifhed as the

bond of {ecurity,and happinefs to all his

works.

But as God 1s not himfelf the Author of
confufion, neither will he {uifer that bene-
ficent good-order, which he has ordained
and eftablithed through all his works, to be
violated and broke through by men with
impunity. It 15 an important truth, and
worthy of the moft {erious attention, that
God hath {fo laid the general plan of nature,
that every violation and breach of her order
and laws fhall certainly be punifhed; and
punifhed by its own natural operation and
neceflary eftects. THhis 1s indeed the diftin-

guifhing
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cuifhing excellency of the eternal laws pre-
{cribed by God to nature, that they every
where execute and vindicate themfelves.
For he hath univerfally {o conftituted his
works, that in every particular order or {y-
ftem, whether natural or civil, 1t will be
found, that whatever 1s conducive to regu-
Jarity and good-order, and conformable to
the juft and natural ceconomy of the {yftem,
will prove conducive alfo to its permanency,
its profperity and happinefs. And on the
contrary, whatever tends to fubvert the re-
¢ularity and good-order, or to interrupt the
juft and natural ceconomy of any fyftem, will
be found to fubvert alfo its profperity and

happinefs, and to bring rufa and deftruétion
upon that {yftem.

But though this be an univer{al law, that
the Author of Nature hath unalterably efta-
blifhed through all his works, 1n no cafe is
it fo confpicuous and ftrongly marked, as in
that of the eftablithed {yftem of govern-
ment in ctvil fociety. For in no cafe is it
confirmed by a fanétion {o clear and certain,
in no inftance is the breach of 1t punithed
by confequences fo dreadful and deplorable,
in none does the divine vengeance difcover
itfelf, by fuch extenfive and undiftinguifh-

B2 ing
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ing ruin and deftruétion, as in the violation
and breach of this {acred and important infti-
tution. And why has God {et {uch pointed
marks of wrath and difpleature on the vio-
lation of an univerfal law, 1n this one par-
ticular inftance? Why? but by {uch awtful
examples of the divine vengeance immedi-
ately before them, to deter the madnefs of
men from rathly breaking through 1t, to
warn focieties to guard it with the moft
watchful care, and to make them view with
horror and alarm every {tep that {eems but
to approach towards it. For as there 1s no
law of nature the prefervation of which 1s
of {o much importance to the univerial
commumty of grankind; there 1s none
which ought therefore to be guarded with
fuch zealous care, to be held {o facred and
inviolable as the eftablifhed fyftem of go-
vernment 1n every Civil fociety. What {ource
bas been productive of {fo much woe and
calamity to the human race! What caufe
has {o often defolated whole countries, and
drenched the earth with blood! What has
fo often fet even kindred and friends at
hoftile variance, made even parents and
children plunge their fwords in each other’s
breafts, as the contempt and breach of this
divine 1nftitution. Daring
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Daring and dcfperately wicked as the men
muft indeed bey, who can engage 1n {chemes
to f{ubvert the civil government of the
country in which they live; yet could they
forefee, or did they allow themfelves to
confider, the extended, the accumulated
{cene of human mifery through which they
muft wade to the attainment of their ends,
it would, we might prelume, check even
the moft defperate, and the moft daringly
wicked would fhrink with horror from their
purpofe. At leaft we may f{afely affirm,
that were thefe dreadful confequences feen,
and confidered, by thofe who arc blindly
drawn into their {chemes; and who are al-

ways the dupes, and tho often the vi€lims
of their infidious defigns, every good citizen,

every man of property, every man of com-
mon underftanding would fhrink with hor-
ror from fuch paricides; and they would
foon find the due reward of their aétions.
Efpecially, were it confidered, that in almoft
every attempt to fubvert or change the go-
vernment of any ftate, not only have the
immediate confequences been dreadful; but
in general, the iffue has proved entirely in-
effectual to the end propofed, or at leaft
pretended, and the attempt fatal to the {o-

ciety
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ciety itfelf. So that however artful and
defigning men may find their account in
public diforder, 1n attempts to fubvert the
government of their country, from hopes of

raifing themfelves on its ruins; the body of

. the people have always had too much reafon
to repent, and longregret,{o defperate an un-
dertaking. And that not only,when, as is ge-
nerally thecafe,artful men,devoid of principle
and defperate 1n their fortunes, have under
the {pecious pretenice of removing grievances,
and rectifying abuies, attempted to embroil
and {ubvert the government; but even when
the peaceful and moderate have by real op-
preflion and infupportable tyranny been
toufed to juft refesitment, and excited to
feek rclief in an attempt to change the go-
vernment by force and wwience ; even 1n this
cafe, the event has feldom been {fuch as could
juftify the meafure, or recommend the ex-
ample ¢ this may be matter of regret, but 1t
is not the lefs a truth, and a truth confirm-
2d by almolft univerfal fact and experience.
« What then, 1t will be faid, is every {pecies
¢ of abufe, every degree of oppreflion and

¢ tyranny to be {ubmitted to with quiet and
¢ abject refignation? By no means. But

‘ ;1 all moderate governments there are bet-
¢ ter
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¢ ter and {urer methods of redreis than force
¢ and violence. A cool, firm, and rational
¢ oppofition to abufes, fteadily and prudently
¢ perfifted in, will {carce ever fail of fuccefs;
¢ efpecially in a government {o popular as
¢ that under which welive : almolt the only
¢ thing that can fruftrate and difappoint the
¢ {fuccefs of fuch meafures, is want of pa-
¢ tience, and precipitating oppofition into
¢ riot and violence ; for then every man of
¢ charadter and principle, who before might
¢ defire and endeavour to obtain a redrefs of
¢ abufes, will 1n this cafe think it neceflary
¢ to ftrengthen the hands of government;
¢ as well-knowing thaf the worlt abufes of
¢ covernment muft be preferable to fuch
¢ means of reform, or any redrefs that can
¢ be obtained by {uch means’.—~What im-
provement or advantages did the Brntifh
covernment derive from the 1ffue of a civil
war that raged in, and laid wafte that
country for near twenty years in the laft
century ! Were not the peoplc glad to re-
{fume their former government, if with {ome
appearance of reform in the conftitution,
with ftill greater abufes in the adminiftra-
tion than ever? On the other hand, what
important advantages, what a happy change

was
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was effected by a calm, but firm and {pirited
proceeding at the glorious revolution in the
fame century, almoft without a {word be-
ing drawn, or a drop of blood being fhed.

Governments no doubt may grow into
fuch enormous, {uch univerfal abufe as may
juftify refiftance, and even a change of the
conftitution. But this cafe when ever it
fhall happen, will always be marked by this
particular circumftance, 1t will be {o evident,
{o immediately prefling, fo critically decifive,
that all will fee, and feel, the neceflity of 1t :
confequently, the parties will have entirely
changed their ground. It will be no longer
a facton {eeking tg{ubvert the good-order
and government of- the {ociety ; but it will
be the fociety univerfally rifing to vindicate
themfelves againft a faétion afluming an un-
warrantable, abufive, and infupportable au-
thonty over them. In this cafe there will
be no occafion for force or violence, the

change will be effected by the general and
voluntary confent of the fociety, without
one good citizen attempting, or wifhing, to
oppofe or prevent it. But, except in a cale
fo critically prefling and decifive as this,
every man, who dares but to propofe, or

point to public violence, 1is, and ought to
be
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be confidered by all, as a traitor to his coun-
try, and a peft to human fociety. I believe
there is not to be found in the records of
hiftory an inftance of a truly good man, of
one who had any real regard for the happi-
nefs of his country, in any cafe, confenting
to an attempt to fubvert and change the
eftablifhed conftitution and government by
violence : thefe are the attempts of a Clau-
dius*, a Cataline, a Cromwell; in fuch de-
figns, a Cicero, a Cato, a Clarendon, Werc
never found engaged.,

Reform of abufes, and improvements of
government, a real patriot may wifh and at-
tempt 3 but he well knows how dangerous
it 1s to fhake plllars, to touch foundations..
Men of abandoned charaters and defperate
fortunes, as before obferved, may find the?r
account in the fubverfion of government,
and in throwing fociety loofe from the re-
firaint of laws; becaufe they can lofe
nothing, but may have fome chaance to gain
amidft the general wreck and confufion.
But the body of the people in general, and
every man of principle and property in par-
ticular, have every thing valuable to lofe,
and nothing to gan by public confuﬁen

* Appius Claudius, the Decemvir,

G and
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and diforder. And when {uch allow them-
{elves to be drawn into {chemes which tend
to {ubvert public order and tranquillity,
they become the certain dupes, either of
the 1ll defigns and interefted views of others,
or of their own tolly, avarice, and ambition.
In every view of this {ubje&, then we
may f{afely afhrm, that nothing but the ut-
moft tyranny and abufe of all the powers
and funétions of government, {o as to ren-
der it deftruétive of that {ociety for whoie
weltare 1t 1s ordained, can juftify, or even
excule, {o defperate a ftep, as an attempt
to fubvert and change the eftablifhed con-
ftitution and form of government, in any
regular {ociety, by tumult and violence.
But if the abufes and caufes of difcontent,
whether real or pretended, exift, not 1n the
form and conftitution of the government,

but in the economy and adminiftration of
ity nothing but madnefs, or the more de-

teftable intention of {facnificing to private
{elfifh views every thing {acred and valuable
in {ociety, could fuggeft even a pretence to
violate and overthrow the conftitution it{elf.
Few governments could be more degene-
rated, or perverfely adminiftered, than the
Roman government in St. Paul’s days, un-

der
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der the cruelty and tyranny of a Neroj yet
to this government he readily allows a di-
vine {fanétion, and enjoins his converts fub-
je¢tion and obedience to 1t : ¢ Let every {oul,”
fays he, % be {fubject to the higher powers;
¢« for there 1s no power but.of God, the
¢ powers that be are crdained of God.” The
abufes and calamities of a perverfe admini-
{tration ot government may be but tempo-
rary, and in their utmoft extent can reach
but few: and even in the worft adminj-
{tered government thefe calamities muft be

mild and gentle, when compared with the
all-involving mifery, violence, and outrage,
that muft attend an attempt to overthrow
by force even the weakeft eftablifhed o0-

vernment.

Since, then, the moft difaftrous calamuty
that can befal any country, is, the breach

and fubverfion of its civil government; of
all objeéts 1in which human fociety are in-
terefted, none ought therefore to be held fo
{acred, to be viewed with {fuch awful forbear-
ance, as the fundamental laws and principles
of the ftate, the eftablifhed {fyftem and form
of government in any regular fociety ; every
breach of which muft certainly be atoned

Cz ~ for
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for by the blood of millions ¥. Hence, the
moft fatal peft that the divine vengeance
can let loofe upon any country or people, 1s
the man who dares attempt to embroil the
public, to diffolve the bonds of civil union,
and throw fociety loofe from the protection
and reftraint of law. Every good citizen,

every man not vold of all principle, will
tremble at the thought; nor ought public

vengeance to {pare for a moment the man,
who, in fentiment or aéflion, dares but to

point towards fuch a cataftrophe+t, if the
public itlelf would efcape the {evereft ven-

* The American war, for a civil war, was but of fhort
continuance ; fhorter than any can ever be where the

parties are entirely mingled in fituation and intereft; yet
1 have heard it conjeltured, that this war, taken in all its

confequences, and all the parties concerned in it, and con-
nc&ed with it, coft above a million of lives. Not that near
this namber fell in the field; in every war the immediate
flaughter of the field makes but a {mall proportion of the
deftruction and wafte of the fpecies.

+ Left this fhould be fuppofed to point particularly to
prefent perfons and circumftances, which might be thought
to weaken the force of the fentiment in general ; it may
be neceflary to take notice, that this paragraph is verbatim
from the original copy, and was dictated entirely by a con-
viction of the natural atrocioufnefs of the cafe ; ftill indeed
more ftrongly imprefled by the deplorable effeéts of it then
immediately before me : not but that prefent perfons and
circumftances may well juftify the application of it.

geance
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peance of Heaven for allowing its facred
order to be violated and infulted with impu-
nity : for a proof of this, we need only appeal
to the awful monuments of {uch vengeance,
which this miferable country at prefent every
where prefents.

Every inteftine war, every attempt to {ub=
vert civil government, recorded in hiftory,
will fufficiently atte{t the truth and juftice
of the above obfervations, in general: and
if we apply them to the prefent attempt to

overthrow the power of that government {o
long, and {o happily eftablifhed in this coun-

try, in particular, the unwarrantable rathnefs

and prec1p1tancy of thc,r undertaking, muft
even, at firft view, ﬁrlkmgly appear. But if

we take into the confideration, the many
natural advantages of the conftitution of
that government above any that this or for-

mer ages can boaft of, the late happy and
flourithing ftate of the country under that

conftitution, with the perfonal virtue and
moderation of the prefent Prince on the
throne ; add, I fay, all thefe confiderations,
and language muft labour in vain to defcribe
the folly, the madnefs, not to fay, the im-
piety, the wickednefs of the attempt. To
pretend to defcribe it to any prefent, would

unhappily
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unhappily be an undertaking not lefs im-
practicable, from its extent and atrociou{nefs,
than {fuperfluous, from its being already by
all but too well known and felt. What
{fubject can engage our thoughts, what in-
tellicence can reach our ears, what object
can meet our eyes, that does not prefent it
to us in but too {triking colours? To what
can we turn our thoughts, but the devafta-
tions .of war, the general diftrefs and cala-
mity ! Of what can we hear, but deeds of
horror and outrage, the profufion of hu-
man blood, the flaughter of our {pecies’
What can {trike our eyes, but obje¢ts of mi-
fery, vefliges of ruip, monuments of guilt
and crimes !

But fince, 1n this corner of the land at
Jeaft, we have now fome profpeét of a
period to thefe calamities, by the happy
reftoration of law and legitimate govern-
ment ; fince we, here, once more {ee the {u-
preme legiflative body of the province aflem-
bled, to confult for the more perfect efta-
blifhment, and the further extending of
the bleflings and {alutary influence of regu-
larity and good-order : it fhall therefore be
MY aim, in what remains of this difcourfe, to

excite
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excite perfons of all ranks and denomina-
tions, who can caufe their voice to be heard,
or their influence to be felt, cordially to
unite, and unfeignedly to exert their every
effort, for the attainment of thefe defirable

purpofes ; and for putting an end to our
prefent calamities.

And this I {fhall doy chiefly, by endeavour-
ing to {et before you a briet fketch of the
miferies and calamities that have already
attended this difpute, and muit {hll attend
the further profecution of it; contrafted
with a view of the bleflings and happinefs
which this country formerly enjoyed, and
which are the natural effeéts of good-order,
and regular government.

Onc of the greateft calamities with which

any country can be vifited, is to be made
the feat of war; but to be the feat of an

unnatural inteftine war, how much more
wretched and miferable! And {fure no
country ever felt all the miferies and cala-
mities of fuch a ftate more {everely than
this has lately done. The {word has rag-
ed with mutual and undifcriminating {flaugh-
ter from one end of the land unto the
other. Brothers have met brothers, fathers

‘their



[ 24 ]
their children, and friends the friend of

their bofom in hoftile confliét ; and haply
have mutually embrued their hands in one
another’s blood #*. The country 1s depopu-
lated with boundlefs flaughter, the f{tench
of our camps 1s come up into our noftrils,
the air we breathe 1s tainted with human
carnage, and our land is fattened with gore.

Nor is it thofe only who are immediately
engaged in the maddening {cenes of war,
who have felt i1ts miferies, who have {uffer-
ed and bled. The infirm old, and the fee-
ble young, the timorous matron and the

tender virgin; the diftraéted mother and the
infant {miling at heg breaft, happy in its in-
fenfibility to danger, have equally fallen the

* This {founds fo much like the language of fancy, or
exaggeration at leaft, that it may perhaps be reckoned as
fuch; but every expreflion here, and through the whole
of this defcription, i1s drawn from particular and known
inftances : and mftances that occurred not unfrequently,
‘The author himfelf remembers well, hearing a young man

declare with what pleafure he would kill his brother, who
had taken an oppofite fide, with foine circumftances of

aggravation.

Jt is a well-known inftance, that in an engagement,
or rather | believe, 1n the general rout after the battle was
decided, 3 man having run one of the enemy through the
body, when he fell, and turned vp his expiring cyes, he
found it was his gwn father.

victims
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victims of brutal rage and undiftinguifhing
violence. And no age, no fex, no character,
has been able to prove a {ecurity. Why
fhould I mention the unreftrained licenti-
oufnefs of plunder, the extinétion of for-
tunes and families, the devaftation of whole
provinces ! How many do we fee reduced
from the higheft afiuence and profperity, to
the loweft degree of diftrefs and want? The
fond parents who had flattered themfelves
with the pleafing profpe of giving their
children a liberal and virtuous education,
and of feeing them {ettled in the world in
wealth and happinefs, ind 1n a moment all
their flattering profpeéts vanithed; and in-
ftead of them, {fhould *their unfortunate
offspring happily efcape the rage of the
{word, they can forefece nothing for them
but poverty, diftrefs, and wretchednefs. Why
thould I here add the wilful deftruétion even.
of that property which cannot be converted
into ufe by plunder?! and fire and {word,
rapine and murder, with wanton licentioui-
nefs, defolating and laying wafte the land *

Infult

* As the whole pit@ure here prefented is intended for a
warning-piece ; and many of thofe whom 1t is chiefly
meant to influence, are more likely to feel the force of fats

D than



[ 26 ]
Infuit has been added to cruclty, the {trong-
eit

than of fentiment or realoning, it may not bc improper to
defcend to fome particular inftances of wanton burning, de-
vajtation, and cruelty.

The Author remembsrs well on his firft armival in the
countrv, befors his landing, to have feen ail the houfes on
the oppofite coaft of Carolina in flames in the middle of the
day ; wantonl!v {et on fire by people who had gone on fhore
from the thips m the river ; even though thofe houfes be-
longed to people who were then friendly to, and acting
with, the Britifh government. Such is the undiftinguifh-
1ing licentiouinefs of civil war.

Even when no military operations were tmmediately
carrying on, it wasa common practice for oppofite parties,
in the night, wantonly to {et fire to the houfes and planta-
t:ons of whole diftirils.

One evening fome {ufpicious parties had been obferved on
the oppofite fide of the fiver on which Savannah ftood :
about dark, a party of the garrifon were fent over the river
to difcover who they were, and what their defigns. They
hzd been imprudent enough to hght a fire, and were ca-
roufing around it, €l it fhould be late enough to put their
infiduous purpoie n exccution. The hight of their fire
enable the other party, who were in the dark, to approach
near enough, unobferved, to difcharge a volley of fhot
among them with full effe&. Several were killed and
wounded, and fome taken ; the reft made their efcape to
the woods by favour of the night. From thofe that were
taken they learned, that thesr defign was, in the night to
et fire to the Commiflary’s ftores and the plantations on
the river, by which the garrifon were fupplied with forage
and frefth provifions ; that they were in concert with an-
other partv, who were at the {ane tume to fet hire to the
Governor’s plantatiogs on the oppofite fide of the town.

Upon
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eft fentiments and feelings of nature have
been

Upon this, information was immediately fent to town, but
too latc to prevent the fuccels of the other party ; before
the meflenger could announce the defign, the flames blaz-
ing full in fight pro®aimed the execution. ‘The writer of
this had {een thefe valuable plantations, in about the fpace
of a ycar, built from ftill former ruins, burnt to the ground,
rebuilt, and burnt again, with ali their buildings, ftores, and
produce, to the amount of many thoufand pounds each time.

Next morning an ofhicer {Lieutenant Ford, of the 7th
regiment) was fent over the river to fearch the woods for
the remains of the party, who had been furprized over-
night. He found feveral, who had dropped and died of
of their wounds, oth¢rs not yet dead: one in particular,
fhockingly mangled with fhot, but {iil able to {peak. He
expreflfed the moft bitter regret at having fuffered himfelf
to ‘be drawn 1into thofe fteps which had brought him to
his prefent wretched condition : but what fcemed to gIve
him the moft poignant anguifh, was the recolletion of his
wife and children, whom he had been f{o inconfiderately
perfuaded to leave, to join in this expedition :——could he
but again fee his dear wife and children !~—and fhll as he
mentioned his wife and children, he feemed to be infeniible
of his own fituation.—He was paft all poflibility of life—
whether he defired the officer to difpatch him, I am not cer-
tain.— After talking fome time, the ofhcer bade him com-
mit his {foul to heaven-~and then ordered one of the {oldiers
who ftood by, to difpatch him with a fhot, which he did.—
This he termed a coup de grace. Yo the man it certainly
was a kindnefs, and the ofiicer certainly intendedit fo : for

though of a fufficiently excentric charadter, inhumamty is,
I believe, no feature of it.

‘T'his relation 1 had from the officer himfelf immediately
after his return.

D Take
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S

been contemnced ¥, the moft facred rights of
humanity have been {purned and trampled

upon,

T ake one inftance more :

On the dav the Britith evacuated the Province of (Gcor-
g11—a dav on which thoufands, men, women, and children,
were for ever to abandor their homes and habitations, to
wander 3s outcatis in tne earth; to rehign to an mfulting

enemyv, their houfes, lands, and poflcfhions, that had defcend-
ed to them through generations.

En guo d:feordia cives

Padux:t mfﬁrcs

See the wretched iffue of civil difcord.—On that day,
walking on the Bluff of Savannah, 1 obferved Macgilvery’s
fine plantation all burft out in flames, not an objeét on 1t
capable of burning, but what feemed on fire. (General
Clerk, the commander 1, chief in the province, came up to
me, and alked if | kncm?, or had heaid, by whom it had
been {et on fire ; | told him, that it was fuppofed to have
been done by the pcople that were leaving it, in defpite to
thofe who might come after: he {aid, it was very wrong,
and he was exceeding forry for it ; and indeed he fcemed to
fec! fill more concern than he exprefled.

I mention this, becaufe on f{uch occafions, reflections
are often thrown on thofe 1n command, not only for what
1s done without their knowledge, but what 15 done againit
their exprefs intentions and orders ; which was direltly the
cafe here, asit was an implied, if not exprefs, agreement,
that the one party fhould depart without committing any
wanton devaftaiion, and that the other fhould not attempt
or harrafs them in their departure.

¥ The following [ muft relate fomewhat at length, as it
wil fhew the {pirit with which revenge and murder arc
purfued in a civil war.

When
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upon, even the repofitarics of the dead have
been

When the province of South Carolina had {ubmitted to
the Britiflh government in the year 1780 one man, whofe
name | have forgot, with a party, held out upon one of
the ifiands, and committed frequent depredations on the
neichhourhood : he was long forborne with, and invited to
furrender, but 1 vain, he ftill continued his depicdations.
At laft, a Captain Pandervice, ot the militia, was fent
againft him, with orders to bring him in, dcad or alive,
He oppofed the landing of the party, and, 1 believe, killed
or wounded fome of the men—they, however, made their
landing good ; upon which he and his party took to flight.
Captain Pandervice, being an altive, {pirited young man,
was himfelf foremoft in the purfuit, and fired a running-
fhot, which took place, and wounded the other mortally :
the reft of the party furrendered. A nephew of the perfon
who had been killed, upon v aring of his death, declared,
that he would be the death of Pandervice.

It was fome confiderable time after this, that Mr. Pan-
dervice called upon the writer of this, and took him with
him into the borders of Carolina, to join him in marriage
to a verv amiable young lady. —I know not whether the
lady had any apprehenfion or prefage of what awaited them,
but remember well, that though marnages, in that country
in particular, are celebrated with much mirth and gaiety,—
I obferved the tears trickiing down her checks the whole
afternoon, and fometimes fhe could {carce confine the burft-
ing preflure that feemed to lie on her {pinits.  This was {o
obfervable that I could not help afking why it was fo
particular with her on fo happy an occafion (for it was
a match entirely of mutual affe&tion)—She feemed fenfible
of the attention; and made an cifort to fhew a miore
chearful and happy appearance, but in vain.

Soon
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been violated, and not their afhes, but their
vet undiffolved bodies infulted, mangled, and

and

Soon after this they lcft her fathers houfe, where they
were married, and went to Nir. Pandervice’s plantation fur-

ther up the countryv, on the niver Mav.—Here they had
not been lonz, when one morning Mrs. Pandervice looking
out at the window obferved fome people gliding backwards
and forwards through the trees in 2 wood that fronted the
houfe,—{he was immediatelv alarmed, aud told her hufband,
who plainly perceived they were armed men, and watching
the houfe : fufpecting their defigns, he came down flairs
and thought to efcape into the woods behind the houfe, But
heiore he could et out of doors, the man mentioned before
to have vowed his death, at the head of his party was clofe
up to the houic—he tried to run round the end of the
houfe—but the other called out to him, Pandervice, vou
neecd not run, you muit die ;-L'he was unarmed, —but turning
round, he faid, if I muft die, T will die like a man; and
walked up dirictly in front of the other, who waited till he
was clofe to the muzzle of his gun, which he dilcharged
fuil into his breaft, under the very eyes of his wife, fcream-
ing in diftralltion, at the window above,—he was dead in
an nfrant.

The writer 1s forry he cannot recolleét the namc of this
wretch,whichought 2o be handed down fo eternal deteftation.

Pandervice was a fine young man, feemingly betwcen
twenty-five and thirty years of age, above fix feet high, of
a2 pleafing open countenance, and rather an elegant pre-
fence and mien.

Thefe are the effe&s of throwing fociety loofe from the
reftraint and protection of government and laws. Here we
fee the fate to which every man’s life and property is ex-
pofed, the moment that the bond of civil union is broken.

The
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fported with *. Why fhould I deplore the
unhappy effeéts that the frequency of {fuch
{cenes of horror and barbarity muft have
upon the human heart and difpofition itfelf?
Which thus become familiar to inhumanity
and pitilefs deeds; i1ts {focial and fympathetic

feelings, the beft part of our nature, blunted
or loft: the heart muit become callous and

infenfible to the mifery ot our {pecies, and
the very principles of humanity, the feeds

The above are but a few of the mmnumerable inftances of
the fame nature that fell under the author’s own obferva-
tion.

# This is {tlll no exaggeration. The author had the
following from perfons of character, who were witnefles to
the fcene :——"T1That in Charles--1Town, South Carolina.
when one party had loft, and the other gained, pofieffion ot
the place, the tomb of one of the principal families, in
which fome of the family had lately becn buried, was bro-
ken up, and the bodies dragged out, torn to pieces, and
thrown about in the grounds. Nor was this a fingular
inftance.

It were fuperfluous to mention by what party fuch
fhocking fcenes were exhibited, they were fo frequent i
both parties, that they ight be thought to vie with one
another. But it is only juftice, to obferve in general
that fuch inftances of barbarnity and inhumanity as are
alluded to in the whole of this defcription, were more
frequently committed by the country people, by the enraged
mhabitants and neighbours upon one another, than by the
armics on either hde.

of
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all virtue and gecodnefs, be totally extir-
pated from the human breaft.

Of thefe deplorable effects {irong {ymp-
toms too evidently begin to thew themielves;
nay, the contazion feems already {o far ad-
vanced as to have reached even thole hearts
towhich {ympathy and pity might be thought
moft congenial, and on which we might
hope to find the tender feelings of humanity
moft deeply imprefled. But we arc already
fo perfeétly reconciled to favagenefs and
barbarity, fo thoroughly inured to blood
and flaughter, that even the tender {ex,
whofe moft amiable charaéteriftic 1s to be
fhocked at the recital, and to fhrink trom
the view, of violent¢ and outrage, fo far for-
get the delicacy, not to fay the decency, of
their nature, as to contemplate {cenes of car-
nace and horror with as much indifference,
I may even {ay plealure, as the {oldier, the
neceflity of whofe fituation obliges him to
bear a part in, and be familiar with fuch
{cenes *. Thus mmured to cruelty and ruth-

lefs

¥ Take the following inflance :—At a table where a
number of ladics and gentlemen of Georgia were at dinner,
a bullock’s heart was brought in hot from the kitchen.

dome of the company obferved, what a fine difh it was,
upon
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lefs decds, the heart petrified, the tender and
humane aifections extinguithed, ferocity and

favagenefs is in danger of becoming the
characteriftic of our land: a land once fo
diftinguifhed for humanity and hofpitality.

upon which a lady prefent faid, that one object only could
be a more agreeable fight, that was a Tory’s beart in the
Jame fituatien.  Being afked, of all her Tory acquaintances,
whofe heart fhe would moft wifh to fee in that fituation ?
ihe named one of the principal men of the province, a gen-
tleman of a very worthy and refpeCable charaler, who
was then expelled the country on account of his attachment
to government.

It was certainly a very mild yet f{evere rebuke that the
lady, who was {aid to have made this fpeech, received on
the gentleman’s return at the re-cftablifhment of the Bri-

tith government in the province. He waited on her, and
told her, that as he underftood ﬂﬁs had exprefled {fuch a par-
ticular regard for his hcart, he fthould order when he died,
that 1t might be fent ber, and fhe might have it ferved up
in the moft defirable way fhe could devife. And this, as
i know the gentleman well, 1 dare fay he did with per-
fc&t good humour, and without any degree of refentment ;
thouglh, perhaps, not without fome degree of deteftation and
contempt. The lady, it 1s faid, wept bitterly, and denied
that fhe had ever made fuch a fpeech: and there might be
{fome miftake in the perfon to whom the {peech was imputed ;
of the fact and circumftances there is not a doubt.

Many inftances of the depravation of female fentiment
and feeling equally unnatural, and more feriouily fhocking
and mortitying to humanity, fell within the author’s own
obfervation . the above he did not know till fome time after
the compoling of this difcourfe, and, confequently, could

not allude to it. +
i DX Why

o
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Why fthould I further mention all law
and order de{pi{ed and trampled upon; a
boundlefs flood of 1mmorality, of guilt and
crimes overflowing the land, and bearing
down every thing in 1its courfe : the very
name and form of religion almoft lofts
which muft foon be followed by the con-
tempt of every civil and moral obligation,
every facred bond of fociety. And though
we would not, after the manner of {fome, ar-
rogate to ourfelves the prerogative of Hea-
ven, nor prefume to point its judgments,
to launch 1ts bolts, or decide upon all 1ts
difpenfations here below: yet we may cer-
tainly, without prefumption, adopt the pa-
thetic language of*facred Wrnt, and f{ay,
¢ For thefe things the Lord hath a contro-
¢ ver{y with the inhabitants of the land;
¢ becaule there 1s no truth, nor mercy, nor
¢ knowledge of God in the land. By {wear-
¢ ing, and lying, and killing, and ftealing,
¢¢ and committing adultery, they break out,
¢¢ and blood toucheth blood! Therefore
¢ {hall the land mourn, and every one that
% dwelleth therein fhall languifh.”

But let 1t be remembered, that all this
train of diftrefs and mifery, of guilt and
crimes, originated i the violation of the’

eftablifhed
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eftablifhed government of the country; and
hasbeen wrought up to its prefent atrociouf-
nefs by the univerfal contempt of that divine
inftitution, which the Sovereign of Nature
has ordained for the fecurity and happinefs
of mankind. For, as before obferved, his
eternal laws can never be broke through with
impunity ; but will certainly be followed
with a punifhment, great and dreadful, 1n
proportion to their great and interefting
importance. Itis owing to the breach of
this facred inftitution that your children are
fatherlefs and your matrons widows, that
your virgins are violated ¥, and your youth
flain with the fword : 1t 1s for the contempt
of this divine order, that your fields are un-
cultivated, and your houfes confumed with
fire, that your country is ravaged, and your
cities in ruins 3 that your land is depopula-
ted, and drenched with the blood of its in-
habitants: 1t 1s for this, that you ¢ flee
¢ from the {word; from the drawn {word,
¢ and from the bent bow, and from the

* There are fome {cenes fo fhocking to nature, that itis
neceflary to throw a veil over them, and fit they {hould be
hid for ever from human fight: otherwife particular in-
{tances and falls of the moft atrocious violence even of this

- nature, might be condefcended on, attended with circum-
ftances at which humanity fhudders,

E 2 ¢ orievouf=
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¢ cricvoulnefs of war:” 1t 1s for this, that
the hand of the Lord 1s heavy upon you,

and his {everer judements are fhill 1mpend-
INg over you.

Look at vour habitations—they are the
fhattered wrecks of war* :—Go but beyond

your

¥ This, and what follows, may perhaps be thought ra-
ther the painting of a warm imagination, than a defcription
of realities ; but the truth is, no deiciiption or painting can
ao juftice to the onginal fcene.  During the fiege of Savan-
nah bv the French and Americans, under the Count

c{iaing, the houfes were fo torn to pieces by the enemy’s
artillery, that many were left mere ruins ; feveral were fet
on fire oy the fhells, and entuirely confumcd and 1t is not
Known, that one houfe 1n the whole place efcaped unda-
mzged. Andtoone unacmiﬁomed to fuch fcenes, the wholes
fome time after the fiege, had the moft melancholy facc of
deiolation and wretchednefs that can be imagined. And
though but few lives were loft on our part by the enemy’s
fire, almoit every man being in the trenches, and the wo-
men and children in cellars, or other places under ground s
vet fome mitances highly fhocking ‘occurred: a few of
which on the mative already given for enlarging thefe notes,
1 {hail mention.

A woman was ftanding in her own door, with one arm
leaniing on her daughter’s thoulder, when a barfhot came
aind divided the daughter quite in two, under the horror-
fruck mother’s arm.  Sir James Wright, the governor,
told me, that he happened to be paffing in front of the fame
hcufe at the time, and was ftruck to the ground by the im-
petus, or wind, of the fame fhot, though without its even
grazing his body : when he recovered, the firft object ho

{aw,
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your gates, and at every flep you tread upon
a grave ¥ : —Walk round your walls—it is an

Aceldama,

faw, was the mother clafping the mangled fragments of
her daughter.

One night, two gentlemen, who happened net to be in
the trenches, and were in bed in the {ame room ; when
the firing and fhells became exceedingly violent, on= of
them leaped out of bed, and a fhell coming through the
houfe at that inftant, took him {o direétly, that it might ra-
tlicr be {aid to have annihilated, than to have killed him ;
I believe, only his heart was found in a remote corner of
the room : the other gentleman, who was ftill 1n bed, was
not hurt.

The following was not fo fatal, and is only mentioned

becaufe it happened in the houfe, and to the family where
the writer afterwards lodged for fome time, and had occa-
fion to mark the veftiges of §f. One night, when the
firing and bombardment was very hot, a widow woman
with four daughters, one of them an infant about five or
fix years old, were all in the cellar for fafety: a fhell was
heard crathing down the end of the houfe, which was of
wood, inftantly it lodged in the ground;—burft with .'I its
ruins into the cellar—all was dark——each thought herfelf
the only perfon {urviving.——The mother and three eldeft
daughters foon anfwered one another, and extricated them-
felves out of the ruins, but the child could neither be heard
nor felt——a light was got as foon as poflible, it was not to
be feen——but its voice was foon heard under the ruins—
it was dug out with all poffible exertion, ana was found
not only alive, but what is furprifing, not materially hurt.
* This is fo literally true, that the ground every where
round Savannah was at that time nothing but a place of

SIaAves;
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Aceldama, a fcene of carnage, a field of
blood. Thouiands of your {pecies, the vic-

tims of your crimes, are feftering under your
feet, the heaven above you is contaminated
with flaughter! The air you breathe 1is
tainted with human putrefaction! And In
the awful judgments of Heaven, the very
corruption of the f{lain made the means of

avencing their blood, and of punithing your
crimes*. \What awful, what alarming, yet
unre-

graves ; nor was it poflible to walk beyond the buildings on
anv fide without walking over numbers of them. And trom
the negligent inanner in which many were interred, the foil
beinz lizht, had been blown off by the wind, or carnied a-
way by the water, and thf‘bodies lay partly expofed to view.

¥ < [s this the flightot Fancy? Would it were!”
Beyond the lines of Savannah, on the ground where the
French and Americans were defeated, the {lain being thrown
into holes by hundreds ; and the cold, which foon after fet
in, and was that winter particularly fevere, having {uf-
pended the putrefaction for fome time; on the return of
the violent heat in the {pring, it was fo fudden and exceffive,
that the corruption of the dead bodies was feen fermenting,
above the furface of the ground. And in a fhort time the
places where the dead had been thrown in in fuch heaps,
from being before raifed confiderably above the ground
around it, funk many feet below 1t: what a mafs of noxi-
ous exhalation muft hence have arifen to taint the circum-
ambient air! Which there naturally heavy and ftagnang
from the furrounding fwamps and marfhes, and in the fum-
mer little agitated with winds, is with good reafen fup-

pofed
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unregarded proofs of thedivine difpleafure !
¢¢ and for all this, his anger 18 not turned

¢ away, but his hand i1s ftretched out ftill.
¢¢ I have {ent among you the peftilence after

¢ the manner of Egypt, your young men
¢ have I flain with the {word, and 1 have

¢¢ taken away your horfes; and I have made
¢¢ the {tink of your camps to come up into

¢ your noftrils; yet have ye not turned unto
¢ me, faith the Lord.”

pofed to have occafioned the great ficknefs and mortality
that followed in the infuing {pring and fummer. Which
was {o univerfal, that fcarce a perfon in the place efcaped
fickening ; the troops, efpecially the Germans, died by
hundreds ; the fmall-pox raged with mortal violence among
all ranks and ages, particularly among the blacks ; who had
fled thither in great numbers fré.n Carolina, and for want
of neceflaries and attendance might be feen dead, and dying,.
in every fhade and hovel. And though httle regarded
there, where they are fcarce confidered as part of the human
{pecies, were to the truly humane heart and eye moit piti-
able and diftrefling obje&ts. Thus the noxious cflluvia,
froma fuch a quantity of human putrefation, tainting the
air, encreafed the ficknefs and mortality : again the ficknefs,
mortality, and negligent interment, efpecially of the foldiers
and negroes, increafing the noxious effluvia, the calamty
continued with unremitting violence, till the return of

winter purified the air, and in fome degree relieved the in-
habitants.

* O ye mad, infatuated, impious inhabitants of this land,

mark into what an abyfs ye are fo impatient to plunge your-
felves !

But
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B+ 21 thefe are the judgments by which
the ~cvercign of Nature vindicates his au-
thoritv, and punithes the violation of that
facred gocd-order which he has ordained
through ail his works; but which he has
in no 1nftance fixed {o 1nviolably {acred,
as in that of civil government: for all
thefe are the natural, the certain and un-
avoldable confequences of the contempt
and breach of that important and intereft-
ing Inftitution.

With this {cene of confufion, diftrefs, and
mifery, let us now contraft the bleflings and
happinefs of peace, good-order, and regular
government. And i we look back but a
few years, the fame theatre which now pre-
fents the calamitous {cene we have juft been
contemplating, will al{o {fupply the counter-
part of the contraft.

But who can, without the fincereft pity
and regret, look back to the late happy and
flourithing ftate of this country; to that
¢ime when we could fit every man under
his own vine, and under his own fig-tree,
in perfe&k peace and fecurity; when we
could go out and come 1n 1n {afety, could lie
down and had none to make us afraid ; when
nothing but peace, profperity, and happinefs

was
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was- {cen mn our land. When our fields
were thriving with culture and our paftures
werte clothed with flocks, when commerce
was frce and uninterrupted, and wealth in
copious ftreams pourced In upon us; and
when law and rcgular government {fecured
to cvery man the full poffeflion, and frece
enjoyment of his property. When univer-
fal friendfhip and hofpitality where the
acknowledged characteriftics of our coun-
try, and every bleffing that our hearts could
defire, or our {enfes enjoy, was within our
reach ; when Heaven 1itfelf {eemed to {mile
benignant upon us, and Providence to pour
profufely all its bounty and beft bleflings
into our bolom. .

Thefe, and many more than I can at pre-
fent enumerate or defcribe, were the blef-
fings which this country once enjoyed un-
der the influence of a mild and benign
regular government; and thefe are the
bleflings which it i1s ftill in our power to
enjoy under the fame government, if we
will not perfift madly and wantonly to {purn
them, and caft them from us.

And what can the boldeft advocate for
the continuance of the prefent anarchy and
confufion advance, to be put in competition

I¥ with
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with thefe bleflings? Even could their
boafted independence be allowed to be
preferable; when will the moft {anguine
among them fay that they can hope to {ce
it eftablithed ? The perfeverance and efforts
-already made by that power with whom they
have to contend, fhew plainly how deter-
mined they are in the conteft. And by the
prefent pofture of affairs 1t appears, that her
vigour 1s fo far from being exhauited by
thefe efforts, that it feems to berenewed with
every new enemy fhe has to contend with
and to increafe more than in proportion to
every increafed occafion that calls it forth*.

So

* As affairs afterwards feli out, the above paffage may per-
baps juftlv be thought to bring in queftion the judgment
of the author. But if the time when this difcourfe was
compofed, and the {ituation of affairs at that time are attended
to, they will, 1 believe, be allowed fully to juftify what is
{aid. Within a few months previous to the compofing of
this difcourfe, Spain had openly joined the confederacy a-
gainit Britain, and Admiral Rodney had already defeated
their fleet, taken and deftroved a number of their fhips and
made their admiral himf{clf prifoner. D’Eftaing had been
deteated with great flaughter before Savannah, and obliged
to return home with the fhattered wrecks of his ruined fleet
and anny. The account of the furrender of Charles-Town,
and in confequence, the recovery of the whole province
of South Carolina, had juft reached Savannah ; and at this
particular period the Americans themfelves feemed to think

thelr
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So that fhould the unhappy conteft be per-
fifted 1n, what miferies muft ftill await this
wretched country! what torrents of blood
muft yet be thed! when may we hope to:
fee an end to our woes !

Influenced by thefe confiderations, let us
each, fetting every {clfifh view and partial
purpofe afide, permit the fate of our coun-
try to touch our hearts; and in our {feveral
ftations and capacities exert our unfeigned
endeavours for her prefervation, by the

{peedy reftoration, and effectual eftablifh-

ment of peace, good-order, and legitimate
covernment.

For this Honourable Aflembly, whofe pre-~

{fent meeting (may 1t be aufpicious!)is the oc-
cafion of this difcourfe; as every member of

it has been longer, and more 1ntimately ac-

quainted with the {cenes which fuggefted
this {ubjeét than he who now addreffes them

has been*, he will not prefume to offer any

their affairs defperate. From what caufe matters have
fince fallen out fo much otherwifc is foreign to the prefent
point : though we may venture to afhirm that the caufe 1s
not to be found in the nature and fituation of affairs at
that time, but in the weaknefs and ignorance, the folly and
mifcondu&t of men and meafures both at home and abroad.

* The author had then been but a very fhort time in the
province.

2 thing
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thing to their particular confideration ; nor
{fuppoie that there 1s one among them, who
has not weighed thofe {ubjects with more
judcment and attention than he can have
done, and who does not feel all their im-
portance ; and hence, we will prefume, pre-
{ents himielf here, 1n his prefent capacity,
with an unb:affed intention of promoting,
to the utmoft of his power, the welfare of
thofe 1 whofe behalf he bears his public
charaéter, the happinefs of this country in
ceneral, and the intereft of that govern-
ment, under whofe aufpices this Honour-
able Affembly 1s held.

What then remains, but that to further
our own impartial exdrtions we 1nvoke the
aid and afliftance of that Omnipotent Be-
ing, whoie blefling alone maketh purpofes
to profper, and who at his pleafure bring-
c¢th to nought thc counfels of men, and
maketh the devices of the people of none
effect. That we befeech him to counfiel
our couniellors, to teach our fenators wif-
dom, and to order and direét all their deli-
berations and purpofes to general good, to
promote and maintain public tranquillity
and happinefs : that by his blefling they
may be effectual to the reftoring of peace

and
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and good order to this province, may fur-
ther the fame defirable event in every part
of this diftracted country; and contribute
to the quicting, I may fay, of more than
half the habitable world, now groaning un-
der all the horrors and calamities of war,
through the malignant mfluence of our un-
natural broils. Let us then humbly im-
plore Him, who alenc can bring good out
of evil, order out of confufion, that by his
over-ruling providence he may caufe the
prefent diforder and anarchy to terminate
in the permanent good and happinefs of
thefe realms; and in rendering the bleif-
fings of peace, and the beneficent inter-
courfe of human focieti¥ as extenfive and
univerfal, as the perniéious influence of the
interruption and violation of them has been.
That he would fo thed his benign influence
on our heartsy, that our di{orderly and ma-
lignant paflions, the caufe of all our woes,
being {ubdued to reafon, and converted to
goodnefs, we may all, with candid hearts
and unbiafled aim, confpire to promote the
defirable event of reftoring and maintain-
ing public peace, good order, and happi-
nefs. That laying afide all infincerity and
deceity all prejudice and malice, all rancour

and
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and refentment, we may again love as bre-
thren, again be pitiful and courteous one
towards another.

Thus, under the Divine Proteétion and
Blefling, we may again hope to recover that
happy and flounthing ftate, which we fo
lately enjoyed; for which we may pray in
the language of the Pfalmift, and fay, « O
¢ Lord, fave us, and deliver us from the
¢ hand of ftrange children, whofe mouth
¢ talketh of vanity, and their right hand
¢ 1s a right hand of imiquity : That our
¢ {fons may grow up as the young plants,
¢ and that our daughters may be as the
¢¢ polithed corners of the temple : That our
¢ garners may bexfull and plentecus with
¢ all manner of ftore: That our fheep may
¢ bring forth thoufands and ten thoufands
“1n our fireets: That our oxen may be
¢ {trong to labour : That there be no de-
« cay, no leading into captivity, and no
¢ complaining in our ftreets. Happy are
¢ the people that are in {uch a cafe; yea,

¢ blefled are the people who have the Lor’
¢ for their God.”

APPENDIX.



A PPENDTIX,

THE defign of publifhing the preceding

= difcourfe at this time, 1s by a diplay
of the horrors and miferies of civil difor-
der to warn the people of this country
againft rafhly ruthing into them. And as

that {pirit of licentioufnefs which feems fo
widely diffufed among the weak and ignor-
ant, has chiefly arifen from f{ome late de-

lufive political publicatic¥s which have been
induftrioufly circulated through the coun-
try, 1 {hall here add a few obfervations on
the {ubjeéts of thefe writings: efpecially as
they are plaufibly adapted to impofe on fu-
_ perficial underftandings, and infidioufly
conveyed to0 the hands of thofe who are
leaft capable of judging of their contents,
and the confequences to which they may
lead. Nay, fo indefatigable are thofe
{preaders of {edition, that befides the perni-
cious effeCts of their writings, they have
their bufy agents in town and country, who

propagate
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propagate the fame notions from houfe to
houfe, through every family : to whom St.
Paul’s charadter may with great propricty
be applied, ¢ Traitors—that creep Into
¢ houfes and lead captive filly women?®#.”
That abufes have crept into the Bntifh
Government none will pretend to deny;

and that many of thefe may be, nay mulft,
"~ and will be redrefled, there cannot be a
doubt. It will not even be dcnied that
many things pointed at in thofe writings
are real abuies, and call loudly tor redreis;
but it 1s plain from the {pirit in which thofe
publications are written, that their defign is
not to procurc a redreis of thofe abufes, but

to make them a pré¥ence for totally {fubvert-

- # Jt is within this houf; that my landladv, a very worthy
womas, who a weck ago entertained very different notions,
came into my room 3 trom whom, flan: pede in uns, 1 had
the whole lift of Mr. Paine’s abufes and grievances, with
the very unreafonable hardfhips of them. The extravagance
ot 2 million a vear for the King—f{uch great fums fentout
of the country into Hanover——Noblemen having penfions
of thoufands a ycar tor nothing—were all particularly
touched upon. 1 fmiled at my good landlady, and told her
I tound fhe had got the whole ftory by heart. Now, though
Mr. Pamne’s writings had for fome time been on my table,
there, 1 believe, they might have lain for years and done
no harm ; but all this new light, 1 found, was the effeét of
a vifit from a gentleman who had called upon her from a
diltant part of the town.

ing
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Ing the conftitution. Their direét tendency
15 entirely to diffolve the bonds of fociety,
to excite the people to throw off all the re-
{ftraints of law and government, and to
reduce this happy country to the fame
wretched ftate that France is now in, and
the {till more wretched one that awaits her :
all the horrors of a civil war, all that {cene
of univerfal rapine, devaftation; and flaugh-
ter prefented in the preceding pages.

And as this 1s the dire¢t tendency of
thefe writings, fo it is alfo the evident de-
icn with which they arc written. Let any
one only mark the general {pirit and pre-
vailing charaécter that runs through them,
and he will find two p®dominant features
by which they are particularly diftinguithed;
vanity, a high conceit of the Author’s
political capacity and writings with an un-
conquerable {pite and malice againft the
Britith Government. So firongly prevail-
ent is this malignant {piri, that the Author
can {carce conceal or {uppreils it through a
fingle page ; but efpecially whatever brings
Mr. Pitt to view, 1s {fure to roufe all 1ts
wrath, and call forth all its venom: ¢ Mr.
¢ Pitt is not arrived at the degree of a {chool-
& boy" in politics and finance, compared

-G . with
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with this all-accompiithed adept, 1n the
atfair of the regency we were all .perfectly
iznorant, entircly wide of the mark, but
Mr. Pitt, {till more than any one elfe: this
we have affirmed three different times 1n lefs
than healf a page. «The principles which
« Mr. Pitt maintained on the contrary fide,
¢ were as bed, or worle 1n their extent, than
¢¢ thofe of Mr. Fox”—¢ Mr. Pitt was further
¢« from the point than Mr. Fox”—¢ Mr. Fox
“ took the hereditary ground, and Mr. Pitt
¢ the parliamentary, and Mr. Pitt took the
¢ worit of the two .7

And when we confider the matter atten-
tively, this unconquerable antipathy to Mr.
Pitt 1s by no means diificult to be accounted
for; for certainly no man has contributed {o
much to render his defign impracéticable as
that gentleman has done. When we emer-
ged out of the American war the Britith
empire was confidered by all as on the very
brink of ruin: Ten years have not fince
clapied, yet wc {ee it in a more happy, more
flourithing, and more profperous {ituation
than it ever f{tood 1In before: and all this
it muft be allowed in a great meafure owing
the capacity and integrity, the public zeal
and unwearied exertion of that gentlemanj.

* Rizhts of Man, Part l. page 67. Small edition.

»
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it 1s then no wonder that Mr. Paine thould be

highly provoked to find {uch an obftacle in
the way of his dcfign of {ubverting our

conflitution.

Thefe writings at firft fight, 1t muft be
confefled, have a thew of plaufibility; but
when they come to be clofer examined, they
will be found to confift chiefly of bold un-
qualified affertions perfcétly unfounded —of
{ophiftry fubftituted for reafoning and argu-
ment—and of wild and chimerical {chemes
of Government abfolutely impoffible to be
reduced into practice. Of the firft of thefe,
bold affertions, fome {pecimens may be found
above; of the fecond, {ophiftry {ubftituted
for argument, we might almoft take any

propofition through the Author’s works at
random: I {hall thercfore take the fir{t that

dbcecurs, with which he {ets out in his Common
Senfe, ¢ To {ay that the commons 1s a check
¢ upon the king, prefuppofes that the com-
% mons are wifer than the crown ; but as the
¢« fame conftitution gives afterward the king
¢¢ a power to check the commons, it again
« fuppofes that the king 1s wifer than thofe
¢ whom it has already {fuppofed to be wifer
¢ than him. A merc abfurdity.” As
BafTamo {ays 1n the play, ¢ Is this any

G2 ¢ thing
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« thing now " when Gratiano advanced,

that

Silence is onlv commendable,
In a neat’s tonguc dri’d, and a maid not vend.ble *,

we have at leaft a {mart faying for our atten-
tion ; but here after all our attention we
find nothing but mere words: which to at-
tempt to refute by reafoning, were juft as
hopeful an undertaking, as to attempt tokin-
dle a fire by the collected rays of the mooun.
I alfo will {tate my propofition, and 1t {hall
at leaft be as felf-evident, and as fully con-
clufive as Mr. Paine’s.—A gentleman har-
nefies a pair of horfes to his phaeton, with
intent to travel into the country; which
prefuppofes the horfés to be ftronger than
the manj; but as the fame gentleman after-
wards puts reins to the horfes, wi}th intent
to {top and tarn them as he pleafes,—this
again fuppofes the man to be f{trongey
than the horfes, which we had already fup-
poled tobe ftronger than he. A mere ab-
{furdity certainly. Yet, trufting to this ab-
turdity, men have travelled the road with
1atety for thoufands of years; and trufting
> the other abfurdity, the Britifh Conftitu-
tucn has fecured happinefs and profperity

* Merchant of Venice. |
fo
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to millions, for more ages, I will venture ta
predict, than any of thofe which he is {o
fond to recommend 1n 1ts {ftead will do years.
Were kings and commons, men and horfes,
mcre machincs, the above propofitions
would both be perfeétly conclufive; and till
they are {uch, they are both perfcétly with-
out meaning.

Indeed, Mr. Pane, 1n all his {peculations,
{cems entirely to have forcor a very effential
and operative part of human nature, the
paflions. He takes it for granted, that man.
1s a purely rattonal being; at leaft that when
we have abolithed all law and government,
and adapted his new {yfaem, this will be the
cafe, and the people will all be regenerated
with the government. There will then be
no danger of mobs and rioters, when {et
loofe from all the fears and reftraints of
laws, going one ftep beyond the exact
bounds of reafon and jultice; nor of felt-
raifed demagogues without law, running
into any of thofe abufes of power which the
beft laws cannot altogether prevent even in
thofe who a¢t under their authority. And
of all this the prefent ftate of France 1is

frequently referred to as an incontrovertible
proof.

Another
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s Another of this gentleman’s propofitions,
of which he 1s particularly tond, 1s, that all
heredrtary government is an abfurdity, and
an impofition on mankind, becaufe it 1s a
government for pofterity, and we have no
richit to impoie a government on poftenty,
Now does not every man of common {enfe
{ce, that this conclufion is of equal force
againft all laws and leglation whatever?
For all laws are made for pofterity; that is,
they are made on purpofe to operate afier
they are made: yet the laws we make, or
the government we fettle, can no more bind
the people of tomorrow, than thole of a
thoufand years hegce. The truth of the
cafe 1s this; we neither can bind pofterity
by any laws we may make, nor {ubjeét them
to any government we may fettle. Not only
pofterity, but every fucceflive legiflature,
every fucceeding alt of the fame legiflatures
may repeal every one that went before it.
What then r Is 1t therefore abfurd and an
impofition on mankind to make laws at all?
By no means. Laws that are made by a
proper fanction, are in force till they are
repealed by an equal {fanétion: and a go-
vernment fettled by the general or national
confent of any people, 1s of force till it be

altered



L 55 ]

altered by the fame general or national cona
fent of the people. And though every ¢o-
vernment have a richt to. alter their laws g
and every people have a right to alter their
government by gencral corndent, when they
thall {ce jufficient reafons for fo doing; yet
till the one and the other arc altered by the
proper authonty, they bind thofe that {hall
live under them a thouiand years hence, as
well as thofe who lived the firft day they
were in torce, with all the aathonty that
a human fanction can give, or that a divine
{fanction can give to human inftitutions.

Neither hereditary nor reprefentative go-
vernment can bind the willy, or take away
the power, of the peoplg.ot tomorrow, more
than they can that of lateft pofterity. Both
may equally, if they chole it, fet afide what
their predeceflors have done; and the fanc-
tions of hereditary and of reprefentative go-
vernment are of equal force, till they are
{et afide by the {ame authority from which
that force was derived. But before any fo
ber people will think of altering the confti~
tutional foundations of their government,
they muft fee very {ftrong and urgent reafons
indeed for fo doing; and if they have any

S 9
acquaintance with the hiftory of mankind,

and
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and know what it 1s to loofen the bands of
{cciety, they will take effectual care not to
unfettle that which 1s 1n being, till that
which 1s to {ucceed it be known to be In
full force to {upply 1ts place. Otherwiie,
thev aét juit as reafonable a part, as he, who
finding his houle not altogether convenient,
{hould pull it down on the approach of

winter, without having provided any other
to thelter himiclf and hxs family in againft
the ftorms.

I remember this {ame argument of Mr.
Paine’s, or fomething like it, being ftarted
in both houfes of parliament on Mr. Pitt’s
bringing 1n the bill for reftraiming the ac-
cumulation of naticiral debt: and I was at
that time {urpriicd, that men of {uch clear
conceptions as the late Chancellor, and, 1
believe, NMr. Fox, could have recourfe to an
arcument that was either a mere {ophiftry,
or of equal force acainft every act that could
be propoied 1n either houle: Itis true, 1t
was {oon dropped there, as even thofe who
advanced it were, no doubt, fully {enfible of
its fophiftry; the cafe is fo much otherwife
with Mr. Paine, and he has recourie to the
ebove arguments {o often, that one would
almoﬁ be tempted to think, that he himfelf

really
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teally believed there was fomething in them ;
or at leaft, thought that he could {o far im-
pofe upon thofe for whom he writes, as to
make them believe {o.

As to the above bill, I cannot refift the
occafion to fay, that iIn my opinion it was
one of the moft neceflary, and as far as it
can operate, one of the moft important that
ever pafled the legiflature : as it appearsan
almoit unavoidable ccniequence, that by
wars {ucceeding wars, the unbounded accu-
mulation of national debt muft finally {ub-
vert the government of this country. And
notwithftanding prefent reports, appear~
ances, and preparations, it 1s {incerely to be
hoped we fhall have no$ar at this time, as
nothing certainly could be more unfortunate
for this country.

But to refume our {ubjeét.—The main
point at which all Mr. Paine’s writings aim,
1s to perfuade the people of this country to
diffolve their prefent {yltem of government,
and to {ubftitute a purely Republican or De-
mocratic {yftem 1n 1ts ftead. Now if Mr. .
Paine bereally fincere in this advice, his own
writing plainly fhew him to be ignorant of
the firlt principle of all political knowledge,
which is, that the confiitutional form and

H {yftem
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{¥{tem of every government muft be founded
i, and have refpeét to the manners and
charaéter of the people.  And virtue
and fimplicity, even {everity, of manners is
the effential foundation upon whieh alone a
Republican Governmment poflibly can be
formed; or {ubfift, when 1t 1s formed.
Without political virtue at leaft, no Repub-
lic ever didy or ever can {ubfift. And there-
fore to propofe to form a pure and perfect
Republic out of the people of a long cor-
rupted, luxurious, and licentious monarchy,
as this prefumptuous dabbler in politics
does, 1s juft as wife, and as practicable, as to
propofe to form a brilliant birth-day drefs
out of materials coliected in Rag-fair.

Haftory univerfally proves, that even
where a Republican Government has been
criginally {ettled, as the manners of the peo-
ple have grown licentious and corrupt, they
have conftantly {unk, either into Ariftocra=-
ticy or 1nto Defpotic Governments : and the
more purely Democratic they are, when they
have once become corrupted, the more cer-
tainly, and the more fuddenly, will this be
the cafe. An inftance to the contrary.of
this general obfervation is not, 1 believe, to

be found in the hiftory of human fociety.
And
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And if this has univerfally become the
cafe, even when Republics have been origi-

nally formed of people of pure and fimple
manners ; what greater exhibition of folly
could poflibly be devifed, than to propofe to
form a Democratic Government out of a
Monarchical Government already far ad-
vanced 1n luxury, licentioufnefs, and cor-
ruption ! And what could more nearly
border on madnefs, than the attempt to put
fuch a propofal in praélice? Did this pro-
pofition require any proof, we have a {trong,
and a ready one, in the only attempt of the
kind that ever was made, the prefent ftate
of France. |

The hiftory of Ronmie affords a ftriking
proof of the impoflibility of a Republican
Government {ublfifting, even where it has
been long eftablithed, after the people are
crown licentious and corrupt. It was not
the power or ambition of Sylla, or Czfar, of
Anthony or Oc¢tavius, that {fubverted the
Roman Republic: they only took advan-
tage of the occafion to make themfelves
mafters of a Republic that was no longer
capable of {ubfifting in that form ; becaufe

public virtue and {feverity of manners, the
fole foundation upon which that form of

H 2 government
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government could ftand was loft. Sylla
even reftored the Republic, the murderers
of Czfar attempted to do the fame; and
though the people continued to murder one
tyrant after another it had no effet towards
re-eftablithing the Republic. And why ?
Becaufe that principle, that charaéter, thofe
manners which alone can {upport a Repub-
lican Government were entirely gone.
What wretched empirics then muit they
be, how ignorant both of the nature of
man and of governments, who would pre-
tend to form a purely Republican Govern-
ment upon the prefent manners of France,
or of England, or of moft of the prefent
States of Europe. %

1t we look into the Grecian Republics,
they invariably confirm the {ame important
truth, that a Republican Government can
never {ubfift where the people are far ad-
vanced 1n luxury and corruption : they e-
very one fell :ato flavery, by the corruptnefs
and licentioufne{s of the people. Sparta
{ubfiftedthelongeft, and with the feweft con-
vulfions: owing to the feverity of their man-
ners, and to the popular government being
correéted by the Kings, and thefe again by
the Ephori.

The



L 6r |}

The Athenians who were the moft purely
democratic, being a hively and refined peo-
ple, and retaining long a ftrong {pirit of li-
berty, recovered themfelves oftener even
from abfolute ruin, than perhaps any other
people ever did: yet their whole hiftery is
little more than one continued {cenc of
tumults, factions, and convulfions. And
they at laft fell by the fame caufe that uni-
formly has ruined, and uniformly muft
ruin, all democratic governments, when
once the manners and charaéter of the peo-
ple are corrupted. When the blind licenti-

ous populace, out of {pite to the wifer and
better men of the Requblic, put a vain
boaftful Chares at the’ head of their fleets

and armies, and allowed an Eubulus and a

Demades, two 1gnorant prefumptuous de-
magogues, to 1nfluence their councils and
dire¢t their conduét, they loft the battle of
Cheron®a, which left them entirely at the
mercy of Philip, and in its confequences
brought all Greece under the Macedonian
yoke.

Indeed our conceited interloper in poli-
ticsy 1n nothing more betrays his ignorance
even of thofe fubjefts on which he pretends
to dogmatize, than in the unqualified praifes

he
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he beftowson the Athenian Republic. If any
man would fee {cenes the moft fhocking to
buman nature, the higheft mnftances of po-
litical phren{y and madnefs, the moft {evere
and deliberate exercife of infult and cruelty,
let him read the hiftory of the Grecian Re-

publics, efpecially that of Athens, and par-
ticularly the Peloponnefian war. If he can
find them equalled, 1t may perhaps be 1n a
{cene announced from America 1n the courfe
of laft {ummer, where 300 Indians, taken
prifoners, were every man murdered 1n cold
blood on the field of battle: and this for
endeavouring to refift being totally extirpa-
ted trom their native and original country.
Mr. Paine fays, ¢ it fignifies not wko is
¢ minifter. The defect 1s in the {yftem.”
Alr. Paine fhll ftops fthort of his object.
VWhen he adds, ¢ The foundation and the
¢ fuperftructure of the government is bad.”
Had he diftinguithed the foundation from
the fuperftru&ure, he would have been
nearer the truth. The charadter and man-
ners of the people, is the foundation of c-
very government ! and there the defect cer-
tainly lies : and till we find a people perfect
in thefe, we can find no perfeét government.
And except Mr. Paine can reform thefe to

that
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that degree of perfection he propofes in his
new {yftem, he prepares a building without
a foundation to fix 1t on: and all his {chemes
are the more bafelefs fabric of a vifion.

Schemes may be very plaufible in fpecula-
tion, that are perfectly impracéticable in fa&t,
That, in faél, 1s the beft ftate of any thing,
which is the beft the nature of the thing
will admit of.

Of fyftems poffible it is confeft,
That wifdom infinite, moft form the beft.

Yet 1n this {fublunary part, at leaft, of the
{yftem of Nature and Providence we think
we fee plainly many evils and defeéts, though
it muft be fuppoied the beft, confiftent with
the prefent nature of things. And happy it
is for mortals, that it 1s beyond the reach of
human reform or intermeddling, otherwife I
am well convinced, {uch 1s Mr. Paine’s con-
fidence in his own unerring wif{dom, and his
propenfity to meddle with things beyond his
reach, that we thould {oon fee the {yftem of
nature as much improved as that of France
Now 1s.

In a word, for Britons, in their prefent en-
viable fituation, to take it into their heads
to transfer this country from that high pin~

nacle of profperity and happinefs at which
{he
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{he now {tands, to a Republican or Demo-
cratic Government ; with a view to obtain
that vifionary political perfection which
this bufy quack recommends; would be juft
as reafonable an experiment, as, for a man
who had a very found head of his own, only
fometimes {ubject to a little giddinefs, to
take a fancy to haveit ftruck off, in order
to fix 1n its ftead one which a bold charla-
tan recommends from his ftage; adding,
that he has fitted {everal perfons with {uch
heads who were never known to complain
of giddinefs, or {o much as to have a head-

ach afterwards.
Such a perfect government, and {uch a

happy ftate of fociefy as this gentleman de-
{cribes, were no doubt a very decfirable
thing : and he takes it for granted that the
fubverfion of our prefent government could
poffibly terminate in nothing fhort of this
perfect happinefs. Now it were an eafy
matter to fhew, or rather it i1s already fhewn
in the preceding difcourfe, that the very at-
tempt to do it muft unavoidably terminate in
the diret contrary : in the greateft calamity
incident to human fociety, in all the horrors
and mifery of civil war. To invent an ima-

gimnary fituation, and to know that it would
be
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be preferable to a real and prefent exifting
one, is a very different thing from fhewing
how we may with fafety transfer ourfelves
out of the cne fituation into the other, {o
as to fecure all its imagined happinefs. A
man may perfuade us upon very reafonable
grounds, that heaven 1s preferable to earth,
and we might give him credit with little
danger : but having got us to the top of St.
Paul’s, and prefuming we were become gid-
dy, with our elevation; fhould he endea-
vour to perfuade us that it were but an
ealy ftep to {pring from hence into heaven,
and advife us to make the experiment; we
fhould, I believe, not only hefitate, as
doubtful of the event,®but begin to be a
little {fufpicious of his defigns. The attempt
to which Mr. Paine would perfuade the
people of this country is juft as promifing,
and were the two to be tried, we may ven-
ture to pronounce, they would terminate in
the fame event——a fall never to rife again.

I have mentioned the prefent profperous
and happy ftate of this country, and on a
theme fo inviting I will indulge myfelf a
little. |

The increafe or decreafe of taxes and re-
venuey, have no doubt a confiderable influ-

1 ence
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ence on the wealth and happinels of the
people; and the revenue of this kingdom 1s,
I believe, too lavifhly beftowed; that isa
{fubje&t on which I may touch ellewhere:
but ftill it i1s not a little, nor even a great
deal, more or lefs expence attending a go-
vernment, that 1s the moft interefting con-
fideration to thofe who live under that

government, or the beft criterion of its va-
lue and merits; but it is, the general proi-
perity and happinefs of the inhabitants ot
the country, and every individual being {e-
cure from infult and i1njury both in his per-
fon and property. And upon this iffue, the
government of this country at prefent may
challenge all that-&he world now can, or
ever cottd produce. The hufbandman and
thofe occupied 1n agriculture and the trades
which it employs, are in every ftate, juitly
reckoned the moft ufeful and important
clafs of the people. Let thofe who would
make a true eftimate of our happinefs, tra-
vel the country, go into our villages and
farms; obferve the farmers, their families,
and all that are employed about them, how
thriving and happy they are: how com-
fortably, plentifully, and {ociably they live.

He muft have an infenfible heart indeed,
to
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to whofe own happinefs the obfervation of
fuch pleafling and thriving {cenes does not
confiderably add. And even in the trading
and manufacturing towns, it is pleafing to
obferve how plentifully and comfortably the
generality of induftrious tradefmen live and
keep their families. The Author had oc-

cafion to refide fome time in fuch a town, in

a remote part of the country, computed to
contain between 4000 and sooo inhabitants;
and does not {fuppofe, that gol. perhaps not
20l. a year, befide voluntary affiftance, was
expended 1n {fupporting the poor; yet no
real diftrefled objeét was unfupported, if

their diftrefs was known. And 2bere none
but real diftreffed objeéﬁ would afk, or even
accent of affiftance from the parifh, from a
natural independence, and pride of {pirit.
Parents {fupport their children, and children
{fupport their parents in their age; and ale
moft the only objeés that want afliftance,
are old and fick perfons who have no families
or near connections to take care of them.
But this, it muft be obferved, was beyond
the reach of our poor-laws; the continued
operation of which has {funk morethan afifth
part of the {pecies in this country below all
pretenfions to the worth and dignity of the

12 hnman
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human charaéter. In the above place, 1n
a general intercourfe with all ranks of peo-
ple, it was pleafing, nay, even furprifing, to
obferve how well every common trade{man’s
family lived, what a decent and thriving ap-
pearance they made, and how chearfully
and plentifully they even entertained their
friends on particular occafions.

That there 1s a clafs, and in this part of
the country, a numerous one, that is an
exception to thele oblervations, cannot be
denied. But whoever will attend carefully
this {fubject, will find that thefc confift chief-
ly of perfons addicted to idlenefs and drunk-
ennefs, or of the families of fuch perfons.
We {ee many who ake perfeétly contented if
they can find the neceflfaries of life from
day to day, or from week to week: and if
they can do this by working two days in the
week, will go idle, and be drunk all the reft.
Nor 1s it any concern to them, that fhould
any accident render them incapable of work-
ing, or take them from their families, they
muft immediately come on the parith;
which they unfortunately know is obliged
to maintain them. It 1s from this fource,
that our parithes are burthened with poor,

and our poor-rates increaled to fuch an
enormous
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enormous height. Whereas even thefe per-
fons, were they willing, or could they be
compelled to work, might in time make a
decent provifion for their families: we {ee
many, as already obferved, in the fame rank
of life, by induflry, frugality, and cecono-
my, not only living comfortably, but even
acquiring fubftance and wealth. And we
may venture to affirm, that notwithftanding
the weight of our taxes, and the burden of
our poor-rates, there 1s more wealth poi-
fefled, and more happinefs enjoyed, by the
body of the people in this country, than
now is, Or ever was, 1n any country of equal
extent within the knegvledge or memory of
man. And wretched-ind deteftable indeed
mufit he be, who would put to the hazzard
{o much happine{s for empty {peculation,
and experiments which have ever proved
fatal. But why do I {ay put to the hazzard?
I {fay, who would perfuade to exchange {o
much happinefs for certain and univerfal
devaftation and mifery.

The above are not mere {peculative
notions, formed 1n a fedentary cell; they
are drawn from real life, and a&ual ob-
{ervation, very lately made by the writer

himiclf
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himfelf from almoft one extremity of the
ifland to the other.

It 1s hoped, that 1t will not be concluded
from any thing advanced in thefe ftntures,
that the author is an enemy to a real and
fafe reform either in the conftitution, or
adminiftration of government. Thougch he
may doubt, as our manners now are, whether
bringing 1t more 1nto the hands of the lower
rank of people may prove a real reform;
except an effeCtual remedy could be found
againft corruption, and againft the licenti-
oufnefs,1dlenefs, and drunknefs that popular
eleGtions always introduce 1n the country.
It might perhaps have fome eftect to this

r

purpofe, to make a 4w that no man fhould
ofer himfelf a candidate, or folicit a vote
for any function conferable by the people,
and that a proof of his doing fo fhould be an
abfolute difqualification : but I am afraid
we have not virtue enough left to dare to
have recourfe to fuch radical remedies.

Nor when the author mentions corruption
and l:centouinefs of manners and charaéter,
would he be thought to mean, that our
manners are more depraved than thofe of
other people 1in the fame period of {ociety.

No.
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No. He i1s convinced the people of this
country, were they even let loofe from all
law, reftraint, and fear, are as incapable of
ating the {hocking {cenes that France has

lately exhibited, as they are of voluntarily
{fubmitting themf{elves to the will of an ar-
bitary defpot : our very highwaymen, foot-
pads, and worft banditti would rife up the
vindicators of virtue and humanity againft
{fuch mifcreants. He only means, that we
are arrived at too advanced a period of {ociety

for a Republican or purely Democratic form
of Government.

But though not 1n form, yet in fact, our
government 1s at prefent is as perfectly de-
mocratic as any goverrﬁnent poilibly can be.
The voice and will of the people decidedly
known, even now, muft, and will, infalliably
determine all public meafures : No man, no
minifter, nor the whole Legiflature togee
ther, will ever pretend to proceed in oppofi-~
tion to this {fanction, where it fully and de-
cidedly appears.

What is here advanced might be confirm-
ed by innumerable factsi when the Ameri-
can war was ended, the King in his {peech
exprefsly acknowledged, that in putting an
end to 1t he was determined by the voice

and
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and w1l of the people, to which he volun-
tarily refigned his own fentiments. This,
1 believe, was al{fo the cafe 1in the late pre-
parations for war with the Emprefs of
Ruffia: even though the minifter might per-
haps have depended on a majority in both
Houles of Parliament, yet the {fentiments of
the peopie were perceived, though filently,

to be deciedly againft it, therefore it was
wifely and properly avoided ; even though,
perhaps, the meafure 1n itfelf might have
been right.

And though 1t may be difhcult, and even
aangerous, to have expre{s recourfe to the
voice of the people u}dlvxdually, there 1s no
difhiculty 1n creneral in knowing the voice

and will of the people; nor any danger
from 1t, 1f attended to with that deference

and refpect thatis due to {o important a
fanétion. Nor will there be any occafion
for mobs, tumults, and riots to difcover this
will of the people ; though it will diffufe it{elf
with the filence of thought, yet it will be
heard, and known, as loudly, as certainly, as
if thundered from the voices of multitudes.
Indeed tumults and nots are fo far from dif-
covering the voice of the people, that they

may be {afely conftrucd into the very reverie;
they
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they are always the efforts of a faction or
party ; or elie of the very dregs of the people,
ftirredup by fome factiousknave or fool, toob-
tain by violence {fomething diretly contrary
to the voice and will of the body of the peo-
ple.  The prefent crifis thews {trougly how
far tumults and riots are from exprefling the
fentiments of the pcople: the difpofition
to thefe never perhaps appeared more gene-
ral, or more dangerous; yet when the people
found 1t neceflary to make a difcovery of
their fentiments, we {fee how {mall and con-
temptible a part of the whole it is, that
caufed this threatening appearance.

Upon the whole wernay {fay, that though
in its exercife the popularlty of the govern-
ment of this country 1s tempered with ari-
ftocracy and monarchy; yet in its {pirit
and principle, no government can in effect
be morc a popular government: and no go-
vernment ever was {fo much {o, with {o
much {afety, and for fo long continuance.
And in this voice of the people, of which we
are {peaking, every individual has his proper
vote and due 1nfluence; and this colleétive
voice is the true and unequivocal voice of
the people, which, as we have {aid before,

where it is fully and decifively known, in
K this
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this country always willy and always muft
direct and determine every public meafure.

Hitherto we have {poken of the aim and
defign of Mr. Paine’s writings, {o far as they
tend to {ubvert the fundamental principles,
and change the effential forms of our Con-
ftitution ; which every friend to his coun-
try, every friend to the good order and hap-
pinefs of human fociety ought to execrate.
As to thofe abufes which he peintsat in the
ceconomy and adminiftration of our govern-
ment, many of them I am afraid are too real
and well founded to be denied : pudet bec
opprobria mubis potusfle diciy et non potuiffe refelis
Such abufes the author of thefe ftrictures
neither means to plead for, nor even to pal-
liate; but many of them we hope may, nay
muft, and will be remedied, by a regular
and rational improvement of government
which muft now unavoidably take place in
the natural courfe of things. But what
the author would guard againft, what he
would deprecate as the greateft calamity, is
public tumult, not, and violence. Which
Inftead of reformation, muft prove the en-
tire diffolution, of a government already far
advanced in improvement, and diffufing
both on its own fubjeéts, and the human

[ace
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race 1n general, more happinefs than all that
the world befides can prefent.

And thougzh no man is more {enfible of the
abufes in every department of the ftate, both
civil and ecclefiaftic, though no man feels a
more juft refentment of them, though no

man perhaps has greater perfonal reafon to
complain of them, than the writer of thefe
ftrictures ; yet he does not hefitate to fay,
that it would be no matter of confcience
with him, todraw the firft trigger in the face
of the man, who fhould dare, at the head of
a tumultuous mob, to demand the reforma-
tion of even the worft of thefe abufes.

But if there are, as Mr. Paine reprefents,
ufelefs and infignificant courtiers, and luxuri-
ous and licentious noblemen, who, being pof-
{efled of thouiands a year of their own, have
yet thoufands more, for mere nominal offices,
out of the revenue of a country {fo burthened
with taxes as this is, where even every daily
labourer bears a {enfible part of them; the
abufe 1s enormous and fthameful. And if
fuch noblemen and courtiers have any pre-
tenfions either to patriotifm or prudence,
they will think 1t high time to make a vo-
luntary facrifice of {uch unncceflary, I
might almoft {ay, debafing acquifitions, to

K2 the
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the peace and welfare of their country : for
it may be depended upon, {fuch palpable a-
bufes cannot be much longer overlooked nor
tolerated. And a reform of this nature 1s
much more wanted, and would be of much
greater impertance to the country, than
any parliamentary reform which, however
reajonable in itfelf, and however popular
in theory, 1n its effects in practice might be
very doubtful, as the manners of the people
now are : except fome effe€tual mode can be
found to obviate the pernicious influence of
popular elections upon thefe, and the pernici-
ous influence of thefe upon popular elections.

Were {uch places and appointments as
we have alluded to, slways beftowed upon
thoie who have done real fervice or honour
to their country, it might be fome apology,
fuch have certainly a right from the grati-
tude of the public to an honourable and
ealy independence : but in this view, thofe
who are poflefied of thoufands of their own,
are out of the queftion. A thoufand a year,
with ceconomy, even to a family, will fup-
ply all that can be neceflary either for ufe
or elegance, within the bounds of a natural
and uncorrupted tafte. And could any
eftimate be made of the general happinefs

11
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in the world, as influenced by wealth and
fortune, 1t would probably be found, that
there 1s more real happinefs enjoyed 1n
fituations of fortunc under that fum than
above 1it. In many of our overgrown for-
tunes, a great diminution would, even to the

pofleffors, be a great acquifition; as it might
let them down to the level and capacity of

rational and natural tafte and enjoyments.
One point frequently recurred to in the
writings we have been treating of, is, the
extravagance of any government beftowing
a million a year upon one man. The {um
is certainly enormous ;3 but fhll the matter
is mifreprefented, no deubt, wilfully in thefe
writings, but, I believey innocently mifcon-
ceived by the weak multitude, who have
taken 1t up, not {o much even from them,
as from thofe bufy agents who are {o indui~
trious 1n propagating the fame doctrines.
This {um, 1f I underftand the matter right-
ly, 1s by no means conferred upon the King
perfonally; but the whole expence of the
civil government of the country, and all the
iplendour of a court are to be {fupported out
of it ; and if we take into the confideration
the expenfivenefs of the manners of the
times, it may fomething leffen the {eeming
extravagance
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extravagance of this article. It would pere
haps have fome tendency better to recon-
cile the public to the largenefs of this {um,
did we oftener hear of popular and worthy
acts of royal munificence ; efpecially of lite-

rary merit rewarded, and literary characters
diftinguithed ; of which, indeed, fo few
have appeared of late, that 1t might be dif-
ficult to find objeéts for fuch munificence.
It 1s a public mistortune, that the prevail-
ing tafte 1s more for the Arts than for
Knowledze or Literature, and that this tafte
feems to have even the fanction of royal
difinction: hence for near half a century
pait, however we may have improved in
Arts, I am afraid we" have declined both in
Literature and Tafte. Yet 1t 1s certain that
the greateft talents 1 the Arts can never
become 1n any degrec fo interefting to the
public as very moderate talents in Literature
properly applied. Thus we {ee even {uch
literary talents as thofe of Mr. Paine capable
of more aftecting the public, and of doing
more miichief, than all the Performers, Art=
i{ts, Connoicenti, and Delettanti in Europe,
were they to unite their efforts, are ca-
pable of counteraéting. And what wonder
is 1t that we {ee no literary chara&ter dil-
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pofed or concerned, to counteract it? Our
lawyers have more gainful employment:
and if our clergy have court intereft, or
minifterial conne&ions, they may have
bifhoprics, deanries, prebends, and livings
upon livings, without giving themfelves
any trouble or concern about the public;
nay, without either the capacity, or incli-
nation, to {ferve or {upport their country, or
even their patrons, in any refpet: and with-
out the above requifites, the firft talentsin
their profeflions, nor the higheft merit and
worth in per{onal character, will not procure
them even the means of {ubfiftence. |

Through the whole of thefe ftrictures,
fittle notice has been taken of France or
America, though {o often alluded to in the
writing to which they refer. ‘The prefent
wretched ftate of France muft certainly
prove a fufficient antidote againft the poifon
of her example; and more ftrongly than a
thoufand arguments confirm what we have
above advanced, the impofhbility of erelt=
ing a Republican Government out of the
materials of a corrupt, luxurious, and licen-
tious monarchy. And though fhe may 1n
time recover fome fettled form of Govern=-
ment, we may venture to {ay, that the 1s at

prefent
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prefent many degrees further from it, than
when the firlt threw off the reins of her for=
mer government. It might be curious, would
the occafion permit, to trace in conjeéture
the probable fteps fhe has yet to go through
before fhe can have any government. We
can already trace her from her original go-
vernment to the Conftituting Affembly—a
refpectable and well-meaning body. From
thefe to the firft Legiflative Aflembly—very
contemptible. To the bloody Municipality
of Pans, with the murderous confederates of
Marfeilles—deteftable. Tothe prefent collu-
vies of demagogues, parricides, and common
canaille—execrable,,, One ftep yet remains
on the defeent—To regicides, mifereants, de<
mons 1n human form—infernal. Below
this they cannot well dcicend. * In afcent we
may perhaps trace them—by a civil war, to
the officers of the army—to the body of the
army—to Dumourier ; if he can elude the
murderous arts of the Convention. And
though he 1s more likely to acdt the part
of a Cromwell, than of a Monk ; yet it 1s
not impoflible, but through fuch fteps the
government may at laft return to a melio-
rated monarchy, under fome of the Bourbon
family. Or elfe, when they have {uccef-

] fively



[ St |§
fively extirpated every perfon capable of
affuming any diftinétion, and the mere
common people altually divided all pro-
perty ; they may be fitter for a Republic, till
for want of abilities to condué it, they be-
come a prey to their furrounding neighbours.

This one thing we may venture to affirm;
that the prefent {tate of France has given
the {evereft check to the political emancipa=-
tion of mankind, that human {fociety has
{uftained fince the fubverfion of the Roman
Republic. For, befides the flavery and op-
preflion that fuch anarchy and ambition
muit naturally produce, even thofe who
lincerely withed, and earneftly laboured for
the emancipation and political melioration
of the human race, draw back their hand,
and ftand aghaft, ftruck with horror at fuch
an ominous and portentious produétion.

As to America, 1t 1s an object o cntirely
of its own nature, fo perfeétly different in
polltlcal {ituation from every country in the
world befide, that no inference drawn from
the one, can be depended upon to hold 1n
the other. To point out all the particulars
in which it differs, and to trace their effeéts
as more favourable too a Republican Go-

vernment, would lead into a di{cuflion upon
L which
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which at prefent we cannot even pretend to
enter. 1 fhall only hint at the few follow-

ing.—The lefs advanced ftate of {ociety *.
The

& Bv the lefs advanced ftate of fociety, is not meant here
a lefs advantagcous, or lefs perfect ftate of fociety, but the
dire& contrarv.  In this refpet fociety after a certain point
mayv be confidered as the day after the meridian ; the day
advances but the {fun declines.

And to this degeneracy of overgrown ftates nothing per-
hzps contributes more, than the immoderate increafe of
capitols and great cities; and the infinite depravation of
the human race, 1n the two extremes of high and low life,
to which they conduce by the great conflux of people, and
ci wealth they draw together, and pervert from all the na-
tural ends of their being. Whether the Americans, in mo-
rals finctly {o called, are better than ourfelves 1 will not
pretend to fay ; but in foci~iand political morals they have

greatlv the advantage of us. And owing to nothing more
than their living moftly in the country, every man on his

own lands. and the eafy focial and hofpitable intercourfe that
1s kept up between all ranks of people ; fo that the higheft
are not raifed above the level of humanity, nor the loweft
{unk beneath it. _
I have often indulged the conjelture, that were London
to be confumed to athes, only that immenfe mafs of people
and property, that are as it were buried and corrupting in
1t, preferved, and difperfed over the country, it would prove
an mhnite advantage to the ftate; and might in all proba-
bilitv protract for fome centuries the fate of this empire.
Could fuch an event happen with entire fafety to the peo-
pic and property, even allowing the lofs of the buildings,
Iam
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The more equal pofleflion of property, efpe-
cially of land. There being no great cities
in the country; where an immenfe mafs of

people and of wealth get together, tending
to boundlefs and incurable corruption

of the {pecies: where numbers, by immea-
furable riches, without capacity or tafte, to
enjoy them, are (allowing their own concep-
tion) raifed many degrees above all the na-
tural enjoyments, ufe, and ends of human
exiftence ; and ftill greater numbers {unk by
neceflity and vice as many degrees below all
pretenfions to the huyman character, except
in mere external ficure. Even thofe who
in other countries fupply. the lower clafs of

ufeful citizens, are in America out of this
queftion, as they are of no more account in
the {cale of fociety zhere, than the cattle and
beafts of burden in European States. What
al{fo, among them at firft prevented many of
the difafters and exceis of a diffolved go-
vernment, was, their having a foreign, yet
interanl, enemy to contend with from the
moment their defign appeared. And to all
thele we may add—the 1nfluence of one

I am not certain but ¢¢ it were a confummation,” or if we
may admit a pun where it prefents {o legitimate a claim,—
& confumation ¢* devoutly to be withed for.”

great
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ercat and diftingufhed character, poflefling
all the public zeal of the patriot, and
magnaminity of the hero, without the {elf-
ith defigns too often found in the one, or
the ambition always found in the other.
General Wathington is perhaps a greater
phenomenon in human character, than the
American States are in civil politics.

Yet all thefe caufes muft every day decline,
and whoever {ees the American Government
as old as the Britifh 1s, even {ince the Revo-
lution, will {fee great changes 1in 1t. And
whatcver name, or form, it may beary 1 will
venture to {ay, that in fact even at this day
1t 1s more an Ariftocratic than a Republican
Government : thoug! their Ariftocriacy may
have more moderation and prudence than to
Jet their predominancy be {fo much feen and
felt as ours do. The Americans {eem either
to be fenfible that their Government muft
verge towards an Empire; or elfc they are
1a‘eafibly preparing the way, both for bring- -
inz on, and for excrcifing the Government
rather of a great Empire than of a Republic, -
by the grand and extenfive plan of a capi-
tol they have la:d out.

In all probability, that country will one
dav cxhibit the createlt cmpire that the

world
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world has {feen. And from the enlightep=,
ed ftate of {ociety, and the liberal genius
of the people, we may hope, one, in which -
both the principles, and exercifes of
goverment will be improved, and made moxe
beneficent to the human race, than in any .

that nave yet borne the name of Empires.
To conclude thefe firiétures, which have
already run far beyond their intended bounds.
Becaufe there are fome defelts in the cone
ftitution, and fome abufes in the exercife, .
of our government, fhall we therefore difolve
the whole {yftem, in hopes of {upplying its
place by an awr-built fabric, propofed by a
vifionary enthufiaft; without confidering
what may be the confgquence of fuch arath
attempt. Were we on board a fhattered
veflel in the midft of a ftormy fea, we might
defcern a pleafant Hland at a diftance, on
which we might perfuade ourfelves, that
could we get there, we fhould be fafe from
danger : but were it evidently impofiible to
get there without the almoft certainty of
dathing our veflel to pieces on the rocks,
and ourfelves perifhing in the waves ; rather
than run f{uch a defperate hazzard, we
would endeavour to repair and ftrengthen
oug
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our fhattered bark, and try to weather out
the ftorm: we would efpecially do fo, if
there were reafons tofear that, what appeared
to us a pleafant ifland, might on approach,
prove only a Kraken, or one of thofe decep-

tions of the fight, which {fometimes, when
they have a while deluded the diftrefled

feamen with hopes of land, vanifh entirely,
after having drawn them 1nto a more dan-

gerous fituauon than before.
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Page 12, line 18, for zealous read sealons.
P. 38, 1. 5, from the bottom, for it read rhem,
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