CHRISTIAN SECRETARY

The English Church has attempted the
same, by similar means, and with similar
results,

The Paritanical C hurqh of N. Engla_nd,
followed in the same train, and with sim-
ilar success. ' ‘o

It may with truth be said of error, ‘““ her
wavs are moveable ” Her course 1s now
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sufticiently tangible to admit of any de.
scription. . .
There is scarcely any thing which so
effectually arrests the attention of a man,
asto find bis own feelings developed by
a stranger—by one who has never had ac

Government for the Jlmerican Colonies.—
This was several years before the De-
claration of Independence. To what ex-
tent this practical exhibition of Religious
Liberty and Equality operated on Mr.
Jeflerson’s mind, in forming l}us_ views and
uaintance with the history of his life, | principles of religious and civil lrgtl})(.io?
gxuch less with the secret reflections ;vhi.c;:n were afterwards so ably exhibited, hoaed & wo.are gravely (ald by some,

] i understand the | 1 will not say. T b taind > ble. That it is for
Pf his heart.. U';less (}::tail‘-ed in‘ the ad- I: At the time alluded to, Irginia groaa- s that union 1s _rlc)f (lt??ll«llflfft . :l:e Chucch
important princip es.c « Ag in water face | ed under the Ecclesiastical estabhshmem?the. glory of Lhr::t, tna“ l .tm,‘n rel
age of the wh? mm:.:,q\;:rg;h t‘he heart | of Great Britain, by the operations of ' which is h.xs_ h_ody, '7“‘;0“ ‘(" ::sti'ms st
answereth to dffv’ ~o(i ;mless he k,,(,ws}which, the Baptists suffered tl_)e wost ' rent by dwnsmns._' 1.'nt h 0}_ ! iri}
of man to manh, gn t which can be pro.ishameful and cruel persecutions tor | be careful to cultivate a um;;n I{))I '1;
sometbing o | leenei:itinc houwil! fee) f preaching, believing and practising theibut that they sh'onld he fleqn.nl yrc.u;?f (:;)d

H 1] . ! R N \ gl . . R TS o
duced by 'f‘o(l’"l llo eme';l’t of his inmost; doctrines and precepts of the Gospel. . they would advance the glo .yt' o o
wheneve? A ' ' This system of outrage and violence seems | among men, not to become unites
thoughts is made, that the discloser must © origi o fully | ject and action, except on some general
Imoft possess the attribute of omnis- . to have originated, or to have beenf . (;1 _y,\/rc‘ Jand ¢ Th,t : (Emst koen uphthe o,
a ¥ of dcolag . i eregions error ol iden- subjects, at we must keep
cience, This poner of (hsclo?n!g tlhe " ;"?vi‘:}ﬁfé ‘gl:l\:ic‘lznblofb Christ with the, nomnational divisions in the Church, be-
ings and intentions of the heart, ' titying < UITK Ty Do L L
tem'reasq?l:n%s \nd":in:l(:t influence an(i Jewish theocracy. It comme ced at an ; cause there.b) a st n‘t e{mﬂ]l.?coi:e o
.carl‘li’-'s Ny |or? lhei’nidyol the Holy’Spir. early period after the age of the apostles,’ lod,‘wlucﬁ is much I;)Ulle <'.nlntr e )ex'i!):
it lﬂn%e ‘::I:n lo 'ed( with sienal advan- | and Eas been continued by the civil au- [;m-)tnre of /uqn, an tlmr()f.to[r dgglw
o ml?y thed lgo'ged apostle &'Chﬁs!i:m- thoritics, for the most part, throughont 15 promated in a mx{c 1.‘gl';{ o mmlit
!:ge ly v'ee\\:3 o?(the (1!'1ir d‘ie'ru‘ces with ' Christendom, Its first abrogation was in than dwmph} be 8;0 _(ntl;e,l :ct‘porlt'vctly
i A ‘ othe “these United St Many of the Chris- tive isciples, Christians were ¢ perte
. ate men clothe them. 'these Umted States. ~Many Lansslive d |
Wt\"Ch u?;zgzl:,ed!;its? windings and mazes ' tizo sects in them, still foster and praxct.:-t' I;‘JUIDOJ log{?tll‘el In lht u\l\lf.nnrr;!l;{dh(l’!‘l‘('ev
S(:_ :l‘:s’i:)man he-u‘t‘—and the innumera- * upon the notion of their identity, by ‘,"h‘c" the 5‘"'""",.5""’Sm‘,’_“"l' € P;‘;’ ot from
ble variel veling | he bheli Ahe Church and the world are assiunla er, that *“ this wisdom come
Lle varieies of feeling in the he xever,jt l \above,” and it at variance with the pre-
nl:)thingishof mfotr;: il clon:;)a;]: elnc&otroi o s‘cvpts and example of Christ and his Apos-
the preacher of the gospel, ¢ § - os.
minute acquaintance with the : ) At umion s desira

O“l?tl;:l!t\ldes of the' e?nner and the com-: FOR THE CRRISTIAN SECRETARY. But othgr.s. te:l us th ng ‘:‘;:'u‘l)lhiurr "
s‘;e mgtions of ,”;e e'lm’t LB pertectly joined logether in the same | ble,—that it is the 03!0 cs.et*a » I ].3;)(""]

o e ind il ; Jor. i 16 | that i 21t, each denom.
gar;s his success in the ministry, the next | mind and the same judgment, 1 Cor. i. 161 | that n order to produce 1t,
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CHRISTIAN SEORETARY.

HARTFORD, Monpay, JuLy 24, 1826. t

~ ERRATUM.
(& The New-Haven Baptist Associa-

't

'
on Monday, as published in our last pa-:¢

Association was handed us at so late a pe- t

riod in the week, that we had not time

i

to examine the proof sheet, with that

care that was necessary. It
BURMAILL
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vet further perils to suffer. May they
continue to have an interest in the prayers of
the Church.  The events of God's providence
relative to this mssion, are truly mysterious;
but we know that all his ways are right, and
that what we know not now, we shall know
hereafter.  While it becomes the Churchi to
be humbled under the mighty hand of God, it

15 thewr privilege, to pray him to shorten the
days of tribulation,

)
1

Anditre |
' s joi ; ] pLrit, | "Christians must throw aside the
thing, under God, in the scale of impor- il{e tl:at is joined to the Lord is one Spirit. | :;: ::::2' :)vle "I::':)C e et e oL
e el fetmeathis | v ]". ' inspired ' led, and assume the name and atitnde of
o e mon et e e e is (e \:x?g;\\algc 0'f ".m‘ mz“:w?(( the Christian Church, as tho" these names
out the most secret feclings insuchstrong;z.po.-rle, to the (;hfl"c" of Jesus "r" !fonnod the principal barvier to union,
relief, and in such true and proper cor j ot CO".Mh‘ .h B ",,l,er;m\'fh"‘lﬂ)ngl d'p..i} These too are in danger of overlooking
ours, as will insula.te every hearcr——car-::phes with "". its force tothe'\‘\ nl.t ;‘]:::e.:the main diflicalty: ** This leprosy lies
1y capeichons (o bi cm.lcmnc.e—:m:l e Lo Uhuich in every age. Fhs lang hﬂ:o | deep within.”  Unreserved subjection to
him feel that he himse!l sat for the pic. strongly and powtedly disapproves of Jesis Christ in the heart, and in the con.
ture. csectaiian divisions, snd the dpnommmwn-
SN : . al jealousmies, and unchristian tempers,
ANTLINTEMPERANCE SOCIETY. -y itis to be lamerted prevail to n
Atthe last meeting of the Charleston | aluimmg extent, among the professedsu'b-
Baptist Association, the attention of the |Jects of the Prince of Peace: And while
Delegates was called to the cousidera- |yt disapproves of these \vx'Ong-l?e];ngs, and
tion of the awful prevalence of lutempe | wrong dongs, it admomsl.ws. (_,lmstr.ms ol |
rance, and the duty of devising some ! the fact, that " h.e. tl}:nt 18 Jom_ed to the
means by which, i possible, this vice, Lord i+ one bp‘mt'; by which we are
may be eradicated.  Afier the consulta - hu:tructed that Christins ATE one N P eir name, would not chonge the charac.
tion of a number of individuals it wa juds. it. o far as they h:.w.e'thc spirit of € ll!‘lSt: 'ter of the Association. They would re-
ed expedient to form a suciety, when the  f (hen there are divisiogs, and contentions | in an Isuranee company sull
following articles were alapted and sub- amorg thew, they are carual, and wulkl A mere dispensing with sectarian names,
scribedto by a number of pessei- ot as L’hrismn‘ls. but as men. .. and assaming a cominon name, would full
RULES. - Thetruth of the above statement it I chost of \pmducmg that novon. w hich
Article 1.—The society shaii be sty. helieved, will be generally adwitted, and

- “was the glory ol the primtive Christian
’, . . ot ) . . . ] ol .
led * A Society to prevent the use of Ar- all will unite in deploring the chilling 'md?Chnrch. aud which she rejoices in the

Tects of those strifes. debates N
dent Sl’i"ili " | (leslol“}ltng Plzect;l'olh (‘?“:‘l(' :;:;‘i; l:::::li: | hope of again reabizing in Lhe :dt;.x'!(l.n)a,
- raty | A0 divisions; which mar, and sometimes | suinit of ber Lord sk )
Art. 2.—The officers of the society | :;)mol"t‘ deface the image -‘md SUperscrip “h;»n ”ﬁ' l“l'nml . x:f;levecrl; heh::t o
resi ecretary, and: YOSt CElACE, tat dit U0 Lrol, and fully subjuga ar
: resident, Sccretary, andMost : Jugal :
fll'\d“ o a'f‘neccse'xr’ kv;ho slm)!'I’ co.n-f“"""t Jesus, L " Aguin, we are of opinion that the wisdom
ti r:as'ursis';v:a il some g&i&ers shiali be cho-; DUt if this evil of dissention it so g':ca‘, rof God is discoverable in permitting the
inue in oflice till s shall be cho- | . Cor SRS ‘ '
80 oflcusive to Gud, and so injuriou _ e A ssed Chris.
sen. ) o el [the Churb, and e ;vorl i wh]y i< there | Present divisions among professed Chri
Art. 3—This socicty siall tuve 00t @ vemedy auntiaddoink physncmnfﬁon oxisls
renere, why then is not the huct of the o
e ' daughter of (God’s

else will. A unien formed on any other
basis, will not be permanent, and would be
worthless

" To illustrate this matter ; should an in-
surance company throw off their style,
“and assume the name of a Banking com-
pany, and yet continue to take rivks as an
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annual meeting at the time and pla'ce of
. - busy
arleston Baptiet !
ﬁlexcnl}(},ﬂg}“w} weausiacted. |
t. 4.—~We agree to relinguish the o 1 ably would, be attended with duneerous
f . ~.en a command to his followers, which " ' AR T
use of ardent spirits entirely, unless pre- 1o "u'e um‘ble o ob: ) .Cut :.’ f u(?t consequences to the civil and religious
. s . [{ [} . e . . . A
scribed as medicine to the sick, H ); Y y ity ' Wiberties of our countrr.,
r Y e N \ i dd g b 7t ? It .
Art. 5—-We agree to refrain from the ' 1€ 1S given his people 4 perfoct pattern

. S |
duet, will produce this union. and nothing

Insurance company, the mere altering of

b e erioen in the truth is most desira-
o e torh i most desi
in those who e called by the

s Christian name, a union of all the various
)people recovered sects, in one community, micht, and prob
Has the divine head of the Church giv-1 SR A

- The Rev. Henry Stanwood, travelling agent |
'and missionary for the Convention, will, in;
';cnmph:mcc with the direction of the Board,
‘attend the meeting of the several Associations
i this state, that shall be holden during the
summer and fall.  This will afford a conven-
entopportunity for those who desire it, to sub-
scribe for this paper. & for such agents for (he
Secretary and single subscribers, as have not
remitted the amount duc for their papers, to
forward it to this office.

—0¢0—

We havereccived the 2d number of the Na-
tional Preacker, a work edited by Mr. Austin |
Dickinson, of New-York.

This number contains a sermon preached by |
the Rev. Thomas H. Skinner, A. M. of Phil- |
adelplia.  The subject, 1s the utility of pray f
er.—Text, Jub xxu. 15, * What profit
we have, \f we pray unto him.”

The discourse contemplates the utility of
prayer, under the four following particuiars :

Ist. In its direct tendency to improve the
human character,

2. Inits counteracting influence on what-
ever tends to injure that character.

i
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should |

!
1
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3. In its efficacious influence on whatever
is favourable toit.

4, T~ " i=fwanna an tha oreat
.-o0 of blessedness himsell,

Wehave only room, (if it were proper,)} to
insert the following remarks under the sever-
ral propositions :

L. “Prayer, more thaa any ofher
means, Is adapted, in its own nature, to

ening the eyes—but fhe ¢
me, to repeat a small

- |ertheless powerless
prayer; for, however g,
prayerlessness will eith
of view, or turn them i

tion will be holden at Meriden, on the Stumbling-blocks. Wh
second WEDNESDAY in August next, ‘sun to the blind m

'blind, though volunt
commencing at 10 o’clock A. M. and not | 8

. ' : h meetine of this ie 5 .
per. The notice of the meeting K among them, full of

what, also, are the wonders
Wisdom in the sacred scri
[who a
|that they cast ofl" fear, and

f
:the prayerless ?
. n: :
By an article on the subject of thie Burmese ?‘*“’!0 ',e‘“l the "’lMPi til
. . . : '1€8 * H
war, in this paper, it will be scen that our ‘0 their memories, what
. o o . ter? Which hath the gre
brethren in that country, if still alive, have ‘€T b 5
oy their eye, God’s truth o
13 llS
tknown of such great readers, who
[to have learned by their reseayel
[to cavil and blaspheme, or
{bigot or the fanatic-—such Wisey
oi their lahour ¢

cond causes, which tend either to oy in)u-

ime Would
Part of whay ing
§ praise, |y iy
Independey

'eat its excelle,
er keep then ,
nto deformigj,,
A are (he |

or the beum}:eg?’e?l
an?  Apg who m;

arily so, th,
/ r ) 0
wayerless soul 7 What i the glur\-th

he Only Begotten of the Fath, tog
arthly-minded Jews, whey, He gy,
grace and tpyy), >

YRR\

of Trygy g
pture, lhose
obstingte il
restain prave;‘
€00 beyyy ;.
we depraveq ;"
When sych

ion hath spoken in it

tes of the rainbow,

re so swayed by an

0 God.  Depravity can se
ohiness ; and who are

are they \
atest charp It
their iches
1sure of sip ! | hag,
seeme,
83, hoy
play th
/‘ able fry,
ame oftheir yot mixip,
prayer with it, Even the renewed, ﬁn.:
prayer still indizpensable to 3 profitb
meditation on scripture. ety pl
lution will blind their eves, if the Moiniy,

of the oly One be na constantly sough:
saecred page.

anl therefore, though the
pen before them, and thoug gy,

€

alvation, ar the ple

lie o
have been once truly enlightened |, .
derstand them, they shall not, withoy
remitted prayer, continue to beholjy,
wonders of God's law.”

The 4th proposition i3 ably illustryey
scriptural examples.

IV, “Bat all the truth on this Subject
Las not yet been told. Prayer has ).
er bearing—-another kind of intluence,
than any which hath been yet considere]
{t has an influcnce, not only upon our-
selves, and upon all the means and soc.

by

ry or advantage, but upon Him likewie,
to whom it is addressed-~upon the nipg
and condect of God himself,

So, most obviously, are we taugit i
Holy Scripture, especially i those win
ning words of Christ.- What man &
there of you, whom it his son ask bread
will he give him a stone ? or if he nk
fish, will he give him aserpent ! I ye
then, being evil, know how to give go0d
gilts uato your children, mnch more shill
your father which is in heaven give good
things unto them that ask him.” For,

what are we to gather from this and many

arallel texts, if the only inflnenco ~
para el. ?-’f..s:, UFTHWTIBTEYA XXGNS el;)xerdn-

rectly or indirectly upon ourselves! I
It consistent with any just rule of inter-
preting language, to give this, or any thing
compatible with this, as the meaning of
passages which represent God as bestos-
ing benefits in answer to earnest suppli

. Men need to be taught, that Christ’s |"™Prove all the powers and properties of cation for them ! How in answer, i th
practice of inviting others to drink ardent and bas clearly pointed ot to them the ;. .* IR .
o ) ¢ .

spirits, |
Art. 6.—We agree to mark particular-
ly, as far as we are able, the eficct whicl,
the disuse of ardent spirits has on ony con-
stitution, health, and general feelings,
Art. 7.--We agree to use our infly

ecce to carry into effect the object of this
Society.

countenanced by the Society, if we vio.
late the obligations which we thus impose
on ourselves,
Art. 9.—-Should societies auxiliary be |
formed they may be represented by dele. |
gates
Art. 10.—The rules of this Societ

may be altered or amended, as exper;. | 4€11nS and perverting influence of sin in

ence may dictate, by the concurence of !

two thirds of the members present at the |
annual meeting.

Reading makes a learned man, writingf

acorrect man, and conversation a ready |
man,—Lord Byron. !

Cm—— et——

Fromthe Christiun 15 atch man,
ANECDOTE OF MR, JEFFERSON,

The following circumstances, which
occurred in the State of Virginia, relative
to Mr. Jeflerson, were detailed to me by
Elder Andrew Tribble, about six years
ago, who since died when ninety-two or
three years old. The facts may interest
some of your readers—

Andrew Tribble was the Pastor of 3
emall Baptist Church, which held its
monthly meetings at a short distance from
Mr. Jeflerson’s house, eight or ten years
before the American Revolution. = Mr.
Jeflerson attended the meetings of the
church for several mouths 1n succession,
and after one of them, asked Elder T'rib,.
bleto go home and dine with him, with
which he complied.

Mr. Tribble asked Mr. Jefierson how
he was pleased with their Church Goy.
ernment? Mr. Jeflerson replied that it
had struck him with great force, and had
interested him mnch—that he considered
it the only form of pure democracy that |
then existed in the world, and had cop-
cluded that it would be the best plan of |

Spirdt of Truth ¥ tternal ordin: elv. but
 produced by the Spirit of Truth, it must ;lon 10 e:l\ c'rna bor« !,';“".'f'?.s xuelhe Yy .
be aunion in the Truth.” Truth must be | Mt " ozfm to e(-(’(]».llh!mns’,;‘hqy mult
1ts basis, and truth must be i object. rF::\::;S,:c:;;l;:lri{thﬁ;" b;r:;:P prcaf{;)i‘i:glof!
; : :  The bible is the standard—this holy vof | ' - b
Art. S—As this engagement is volupty. | R MO  Christ crucify i wvangelical de-
gng s volunta-* exhibits a system of truth in 1ts doc. | CPFISt crucified by all the Lv.mgehp |l de
Ty onour part, we subject ourselves to .- L _ its | Dommations ; and a people are in this|
the penalty of being disowned and djs. | M€ IS ordinances its precepts and its |
o "W o

: : S | kingdom is not of this world” —that it ** js
right way, lo arrive at this umon of senti-; =30 N :

ment and practice.

aop and oo Qoo
He bas informed us that the foundation | PEA€C : and joy in the Ilaly Liost.
it by the | That Christiamty does not consist in as-

of this union, is laid in the he

f

and of necessity, it it is

)

practices. And it comes 1o us in Jun-
guage plain and simple, and easy to be un-
derstood, and infidelity or unbelief, in
whole, or in part, is the only reason why
some deviate altogether, und others in

part, from this perfect standard,

[tis in consequence of the blinding, har-

the buman svul, that the whole Christian
Church, and the whole race of men on

and practice, and yield unreserved obe.

dience to the one only lawgiver, Jesus
Christ.

- . . ! I 1 AaUse, ¢ 1 !
This is the fatal barrier which separ- zeal in this cause, are the greatest which

ates impenitent sinners, from the affection-
ate embrace of the adorable R
and this is the barrier which separates
Clristians into various denominations,
and deprives them of wutual fellowship
with each other, and of the entipe appro-
bation of their common Lord,

Toattain this union, the soul myst be |
brought under the full influence, and
make an entire surrender of itself to the
gumdance of the word and spirit of God.
In proportion as this is the case, there is 4
holy, joyful union in thetruth. ~ And souls
thus made free by the Son, are frec indeed.

But there have been many attempts
made by men, 1o bring about a union of
professing Christians, and they have all
failed, for one and the same reason ; it is
because they have overlooked this viq]
principle of union ; love to the truth,

The Roman Church was determined to
preserve union at all events, and when ap-
gument and persuasion, failed of accom-

sword, determined to exterminate every
incorrigible heretick ; and the page of his-
tory details the dreadful havock, which
the ** scarlet coloured beast" has made of

!

|

not meat and drink, but righteousness and |

l
i
i

suming the Chiristian namie, nor in atten

manner preparing to come forward on the
broad and firm foundation of the truth of
God. This work is in rapid progress, and
in God's own time, when the materials
are suitably prepared, we expect the
Church to come up out of the wilderness
leaning on her beloved, and perfectly sub
Jected to his government, ¢ having one

1

| the earth, do not manifest unity of faith | ™ all his people.

;

1
+

edeemer;ito prepare materials for the s

'month for that Society, as

plishing the object, she resorted o the | who giveth us

the disciples of the Lamb,

Lord, one faith, and one baptism.”  Ope
God and Father of all, who is over ail, and

Here then is a field sufliciently exten.
sive to occupy the labours of all the friends
of Christ, and the motives to activity and

were ever addressed to the human mind,
piritual
edifice which God is rearing in the world,
to become workers together with him, in
rescuing immortal souls from (he power
of sin and its curse, and raising them to a
moral elevation suitable to become fellow
citizens with the saints, and the house-
bold of Gad ; and thus preparing them to
reign in bight by Jesus Christ,

R
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A GOOD WAY OF REMEMBERING
THE JUBILEE OF INDEPENDENCE.,

Letter to the Treasurer of the Baptist Mis.
sionary Society of Muss,
Roxsury, July 4, 1826,
Dear Sir,—I send you twelve dollars,
ten for the Theological School mentioned
in the Circulur of the Rev. J. M. Peck,
and two for the Domestic Missionary So-
ciety for which he labours ; and I do en-
gage to give the sum of one dollar per
long as God,
all things, shall give me
the means {o do it, beginning from this
day,—as the best way that | can express
my gratitade to him, for our indepen.
dence, and civil and religious freedom.

fluence of
debasing and
of the world,
cies favourable to the soul’s welfare, and |
tow wish to show briefly the efficacious
influence of prayer upon these.

18, in its unresisted applications to the
heart, quick and powerful, and as the fire
and the hammer which breaketh the rock
in pieces, It is.perfect, converting the

the human soul,

Without a countervailing influence, the
soul of man will always acquire the char-
acter of the objects, with which it has in-
tercourse. Ifthese objectsbe great, they
will leave the stamp of greatness ; if good,
the stamp of goodness on the soul :—the
stamp of littleness, on the other hand, if
the objects be little, and of baseness, if
they be base,

Again, the soul is more or Jess strongly
impressed with the image of objects, ac-
cordingly as it contemplates them more
or less directly and intensely. He who
regards a thing through the medium of
historical information, will be Jess affected
by it, than he who with his own eye sees
it and he who looks at an object closely
and minutely, will have a deeper and
more exact impression of it, than he who
casts towards it one or two glances.”’

L. “1ts utility is further manifest, let
e next remark, in its counteracting infly-
ence on whatever tends to injure that
character.

Ifa thing proves its excellence, by its
own good tendency on what it directly ex-
erts itself upon, it proves it stil) more, b
resisting and overcoming what has a con.
trary tendency—a tendency to counter-
act and neutralize the good it aims to ac-
complish.  If a man show me friendship
by coming to me with favours and bene.
lits, he shows it further by defeating the
designs of certain enemies, who intend to
rob me of them, as soon as | get them in-
to my possession.

Now there are many things in this
world always acting upon the soul, with a
most debasing and ruinous tendency ; and
there are no weans of overcoming this
tendency so efficacious as prayer.”

IL. ¢ Thus have I considered the in-
prayer, in counteracting the
soul-destroying tendencies
There are other tenden.

I'begin with the word of God. That word

supplication hath no influence to procure
them’ It is not clear, that any renderin;
of these passages, which admits not tha
prayer has in some way a persuasive ir-
fluence on God, s 4 wresting,--not an ex-
plaining—of scripture,~-adapted to make
men heartless and cold in an exercse,
which should never be otherwise tha:
fervent.

Look at scriptural examples of prayer.
When Jacob, after wrestling in this exer-
cise till break of day, still refused to ceast
without a blessing, how far was he fron
supposing, that the only influence of pray-
er was that which it had on his own mind
Did those effectual prayers of Moses,
which turned away wrath from rebeflious
Israel, even after God had threatened to
destroy them, exert no influence except
on Moses himself? Were those prayers
of Elijah, which availed to shut, and al-
terwards to open heaven, without all in-
luence, except on Elijah’s own heart!
and what shall we say of Abraham’s praj-
er for Sodom? Or Daniel’s for Jeruse-
lem ? or that of the first Christians, which
brought an angel down from heaven, for
St. Peter’s enlargement ? or, indeed, ol
any prayer in behalf of others, if the in-
flnence of prayer is confined to those who
offerit? ,

And why sdould it be thought inconsis-

tent with the infinite perfection of God,

that he should be influenced by prayer ’
It 1s surely agreeable to God’s perfection

to love righteousness and hate iniquity,
and give due expression of that love and
hatred, by distributing equal rewards and
punishments. ~ As well deny the being of
God, as make bim indifferent to holiness
and sin.  But true prayer is holiness, and
prayerlessness is sin, In him then who
prays, God discerns something excellen!
something which, consistently with his
perfection, he may approve and reward.
In him who does not pray, God discerns
something evil and hateful ; and which
therefore must draw forth his abhorrence
and indignation. Just as a prodigal son,

who asks forgiveness of his father, pre-
Q

<nts, in his penitent and submissive spit-

it, a reason, why his father shoqld re-
ceive him to his arms ;--a reason, it may
be, that prevails ; while another unre-

A Roxsvry Frigsp 1o Missoys,

*right, rejoicing the heart ; pure, enlight-

. ’ . . , | . no ror‘
soul; sure, making wise the simple ; f‘?"‘“ed prodigal, who implores and
giveness, presents no such reason,

receives no such favour.




