The Duty of Churches vefpelimg the Encouvagement of
Spiritual Gifis. :

T HE

CIRCULAR LETTER

FROM THE

BAPTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS,
Affembled at St, Albans, #May 31, and Fune 1, 2, 1796,

Maintaining the important Do&trines of three equal Perfons in the
Godhead: eternal and perfonal Eletion; original Sin; parficular
Redemption; free luftification by the imputed Righteoufnefs of
Chriit; efficacicus Grace in Regeneration; the final Perleverance
of real Believers; the Refurreltion of the Dead; the future judg-
ment; the eternal Happinefs of the Righteous; and everlafting
Mifery of the Impenitent; with the congregational Order of the
Churches, inviolably ; |

To the feveral Churches they reprefent, or have received Letters from, meeting at
Lofcoz, 1n Derbyfhirey Burton-upen-Treme, in Staftordfhire; Swtton Afifield  and.

ottingbam, in Nottinghamihire; Sheepflead, Leiccfier, Sutton-in-tbe-Elms, Arnfby,

and Foxron, 1n Leicelterfhire; Oakbam, in Rutlandy Braunflon, Guilfborough, Clipflone,
Gretton, Kettering, Walgrawve, Moulton, Northampton, and Road, in Northampton-
thire; O/ney, 1n Buckmghamthire; and Thors, in Bedfordihive; Saint Alban’s, in
Herttordthire ; Spalding, in Lincolnfhire; and Sdobam; in Cambridgethire.

Grace be to you, and Peace from God our Father, and from the
Lord Jefus Chrift. =~ ' | —- ,

Dear Bretbren,

1 HROUGH the goodnefs of God we met together at the time and
B place appointed. The interview was pleafant and profitable ;
and the intelligence from the churches very encouraging.  We have
been ufed to addrefs you on thefe annual occafions with a letter on
fome important fubje€t. This year we have thought it expedient to
call your attention to Zbe Duty of Churches vefpelting the Eucouragement

of Spiritual Gifts. |
The attention of the Churches has of late been happily turned to
an increafe of labour. Impreflfed with the command of Chrift, Go reack
all nations—preach the gofpel to every creatn ¢, we have tried to enlarge
the {phere of our adtivity, by attemlpting to make inroads vpon the
heathen world : and {o far as relates to the interpofition of Providence,
the God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift hath hitherto profpered
our way. 'The gofpel of Jefus is now preached in indofian; and the
natives, both Heathens and Mahometans, difcover a willingnefs to
. A - hear
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hear it. We hope ’ere long to be able to {ay the {ame of {ome parts
“atleaft of Africa; and to addrefs thofe who were not a people, as the
children cf the living God. Since this good work has been under-
taken there. has alfo been an increafing defire to propagate the goipel
‘in our own country. Many villages and even large and populous
towns are apparently without the knowledge of God. 'Thofe mini-
{ters who have made a point of carrying the word of God into {uch
places, though the ey may have met with d1ﬂicultles, yet have no
yeafon to defpair: on the contrary, they have found in general fuch
a willingnels to hear, that 1f they could have gone to ten places
where they have gone to one, they would not have been 1in
want of people to preach to. Under fuch an impreflion many of
us have exclaimed, Z7%e kbarwveft is great, but the laubourers are jfew !
You know the confequence: we muft pray, and do {fomething elfe as
well as pray, that more labourers mwht be fent into the harveft,
The primitive churches were remarkable for the number of cha-
aéters amongft them who were able to teach Chriftianity. They
were nurferies for minifters. When the firlt attack was to be made
1P 011 the heathen world, and {uitable charadters were called for to
undertake 1t, the Chlurdh ut Anticch vras ready to aniwer to the call;
Richly provided with propnets and teachers, they furnithed a Saul |
and a Barnadas tor the work: and awien they bad fafted and prayed, and |
laid 1heir bands on them, 1t {eems without any {enfinie lels to them-
felves, z'/y;,,ﬁ?:f them away *. .
It is trae in thofe times the Holy Ghoft furnifhed men with gifts of
an extraordinary kind, fuch ascannot be expeéted in thefe: but o1fts
of tecaching are mdmaz}f, inafmuch as they are neceflary for the Tul-
filment of our Lord’s commiffion, the authorify of which 1s binding

¥

20 the end of the avorid.
The avtiior of the Epiitie to the Hebrews fuggelts, that for the time

tFat they ought to bawve been teazbers they had need that one fhould teach
them aoain which awere the firft ],riﬁfibfz.; of ¢he nracles of God+. From
this pal mf“e, we may remark on the one hand, that no perfon is fit to

teach others who has not himfelf 2 good underftanding in the things
ot Cou, nd on the other that Chriftians in general in thofe times
were expected {o to prefs after growth in grace, and a thorough
knowledoe of divine things, as that they might be able in fome form
or other, to com municate that goipel which they had heard and be-
Lieved,  As Chrifians were to mingle in civil {ociety with other men,
they weuld often be afied the reafons of the hepe that was 1n them;
and thc,v were T c'qur’r ed to be always ready to give an anfwer to {uch
inquiries with mecizneis-and fear. If the body of profefiing Chriftians
were pro ‘}F‘llV qua.iicd to dhchalge this duty, this would fit them
for others; and the churches wonld be lefs in want of ufeful minifters
than t'hf'_yf ulC;

It 1s not {ufiicient however that individual members prefs after thofe
things wiich may enable them to do good to others; the churches
‘muﬁ: bccome nurferies to their gifts: bold, rgnorant and conceited
charaliers may be found 1t is true, who need {omething very different

* AL XL T4 25 3¢ T Heb. v. 12,
~
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from encouragement; but men of modefty and worth will not pufh
themfelves forward : they muft be {fought out and brought forth, or
you may expect them to pafs their valuable lives in obfcurity. Ewery
man that bath received a gift is commanded to minifler ihe /az.-;ze, as a good
Sfleward of the manifold grace of God* ; but no man 1s a competent
judge of his own gifts: {fome throuﬂ'h an excels of diffidence will
under-eftimate them, and others from a contrary temper of mind will
draw an oppofite conclufion. Hence it becomes the duty of churches,
while they exercife a proper difregard to thofe who afpire after things
to which they are incompetent, to watch the growth of talents in
worthy charallers, and encourage them.

It 1s not neceflary that every one who may be encourmved occa-
fionally to expound the fcuptures, fhould coniider hlmfcn, or be con~
fidered by others as fuftaining tiie character of a minifter. -

~If modeft thinking Chriftians in all our churches were encouraged
to communicate their tnovghts on divine fqu e@s at conference meet-
ings, it would bring them into a habit of 1mprovement, and tend to
draw forth the ewlf:hﬂ of gifts which 1n dafferent degrees mlght. con-
tribute to public ul fulmls Chara&teis of this deiuiption nncmt do
much good by fr"‘-mg into the le:iﬁ“hb aring villages en a Lord’s dav

vening wner(, tirey mioht pray and converie, .,-:1d read, and e..xoound
the ic“ptures with fuch inhabitants as choofe to affemble with them.
Such proceedings would much accord witi the prafiice of the primi-
tive churches, amongft whom were ezlcouf?g...,d belps, and gifts of
exhor tationy.

Even in thofe churches whofe members may pofiefs nothing more
than the ordinary gifts of praying extempore, and converiing on the
things of God, we - would ealnei‘cly recommena that a few of them ¢ao
out on a Lord’s day cvenmg INto an adncenf‘ villaoe, whevc th

LiiL?
may find an opening, (or 1t thev refide where the goipe! 1s not
preached, in their own places of abode) and hold a meeting, which
might, at leaft, be conduéted by readu‘*fr praving, and pr ‘-rlﬁnc' (od.
It afforded us great pleafule prethren, on ra,aumg yovr letters, tofind
that in more than one of our churches, this pl‘ﬂ,{,tlf actunlly carried
into execution; and that the attention of the poor wnorant people
was thereby ftirred up. It is not confined to m!rm.h,r:a, or to public
preaching: Chriftians without diftinction are exhorted to boid foriio
the word of life.

If a brother at a conference meeting difcovers prmmﬂnp apilities ;
1f what he delivers be not only on the Tide of trath and righteouineis,
but inftruéting to the minds, and interefling to the hearts of the
hearers, let the eldersof the church converfe with him by himfelf,
‘and requeft him to difcourfe upon fome divine {ubject a few tiumes be-
fore a fcleft company in private.

Fven the Apoftle Paul {ubmitted his preaching privascly to them
~who were of reputation, leit by any mcans he fhould run, or had run
1n vain J.

I[f thefe exercifes afforded fatisfation, he might be heard befors

% ¢ Det. iv. 10. 4+ Rom. xii. 6, 7, & 1 Cor. xii. 28, T Call 1. 2.
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the W hole chur ch, who would thereby be enabled to recommend him
to a fifter church in cafe of a requeft of that nature being preferred.

And if 4 minifter or two in the feighbourhood, whofe judgments

might be worthy of {pecial regard, were invited to attend, we know
of 1o evil that cou‘d follow *. ..

In this ftage of the bufinefs it would be the duty of the church to
examine ﬁrl&ly into the {cripture quallﬁcatlons for the miniftry; and
what it is that conflitutes a call to that important work, that the re-
comimendation which they may be called to give may not be indi- |
gefted. And if there be good reafon to believe a brother pofleffed of
g1fts which by 1mpr0vement mlght be of general ufe, he fhould be
encouraged on his part to improve them by every lawful mean within
the compafs of his power. ‘Theeloquent Apollos was inffruéted in the
way of the Lord move perfetly by thofe who were better acquainted with
it t}lan himfelf+. A young man of true humlhty will be glad to re-
céive inftruétion whether it come from a public or a private quarter;
whether from men of larger experience and fuperior abilities, or
“from thofe who in {fome refpe&s may be his inferiors.

The call of 2 Chriftian church, it has been fzud, 1s the call of God:

out though this has been received as a maxim, we queftion 1if 1t be’
true. Perfons may be encouraged to preach by a church who ought
to have been employed in a different {phere of a&tion. None will
deny that fuch cafes have exifted. = Qur bufinefs 1s to judge whether a
perfon be called of God to the work of the miniftry : if he be, he has
4 right to our encouragement. And 1n judging of this 1mportant
matter, we have only to determine WAETHER HE HAVE THOSE QU A-
LIFICATIONS WHICH THE SCRIPTURES MAKE NECESSARY TO THE
work. For ewvery man that hath received a gift is called of God to
zrangfter r/JefamE, as a good jfm**md of the manifold grace of Godf. As
this then is the tummg point of the whole bufinefs, we {hall employ
tie remaining part of this addrefs brethren, pomtmcr out to you
wiiat thofe audhﬁehtlons are, which conftitute the call of God to the
Chriftian mnl{‘srv

In general, beware of being impofed upon by enthufiaftical pre-
.tenders. A perfon may profeis that he has been imprefied with a fre-
cial defire for the work oiPthe miniftry; and ‘may reckon this to be the
call of God; and even plead that his brethren ought on this ground
to encourage him, left they thould be found fighting againft God.
}*rom this conﬁdeiatmn only, many worthy members of churches have

cén indiicéd to give théir countenance to ignorant conceited and
‘ovexbearmg chiralers; and by fuch méafures the caufe of Chrift hath
been gleatl r 1rrjured A fpecial ds_/...re we allow 1s an abfolutely necef-
fary gualification for the Chriftian mihiftry. It was granted by the
Apoi’cle that he who defired the office of a bifhop, defired a2 good

* We do not mean however fo enforce the advifing with neighbouring minifters as in all
cafes neceflury ; nor indeed in any mfe, fo as to infringe upon the mdept..ndem,y ot a church.
‘But us afking a neighbour’s advice in domeitick concerns is no Infringement on the inde-
pendenty of familics ; s f{o neither is afking the advice of & nelghbouumr minldter annvafion
of the indes nendency of .....fiLl'f‘thS

4 ASs xvill. 26. 1 1 Pet. iv. 10.
work :
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work: and where the motive is incorrupt; where 1t arifes not from
oftentatipn, indolence, or avarice, but from love to God and the
fouls of men, it isa good defire. Without this a perfon would be
utterly unfit to encounter the trials of the work, and be induced or
many occafions to relinquifh it. Thofe perplexities which the beft of
Chrift’s fervants experience, would in them become defpair; and we
fhould hear it proclaimed in the camp of the enemy, < A ftandard-
bearer fainteth !”’—It 1s alfo granted that this .qualification ¢an only
be known to, or judged of by the perfon poflefling it: for who but
God and his own confcience can take cognizance of his fecrét mo-
tives? But then there are other gualifications which require to be vyit-
ed with this; and of which the party himfelf 1s not the proper judge,
but thofe with whom he ftands connedted. Several of thele are de-
{cribed by the Apoftle in 1 Tim. iil. 1—7.

Firft, It is neceflary that a minifter be of a blamelefs charafer. 'This
qualification exifts in different degrees, even In the members of
Chriftian churches. There are charaters againft whom no {pecific
charge can be preferred, on which an admonition could be juftly
erounded, who neverthelefs are not {o amiable amongft their brethren,
and have not fo good a report from thofe that are without, as is ne-
ceflary for fo publick and important a ftation. A good name 1s necef-
{ary to our doing gdod in the world, and is on this account chiefly
to be efteemed as better than precious ointment. Without 1t a2 man
may labour all his life to no purpofe.

- In order to form a proper judgment of charatter, it 1s neceflary that
time thould be allowed. Perfons fhould be of {ome ftanding in reli-
gicn, and even their particular connexion in a Chrifian church,
thould be of fome duration before they are encouraged to preach the
gofpel: of fo much, however, as to atford an opportunity of know-
ing their charalter. A bithop was not to be a nowice, or or2 neavly
come to the faith: and if a deacon required to be jfir/# proved, the {ame
reafon muit hold good with refpeét to a minifter. On this account 1
behoves churches to look with fome degree of jealouily on thofe cha-
raters who remove their communion with the hope of receiving that
encouragement in one community which they could not obtain in
another. Such removals may in fome cafes be neceflary: but as hands
were not to be laid /juddenly on any man, neither fhould encourage-
‘ment be given without a thorough acquaintance with the cafe and
charadter of the party. |

Secondly, It is neceffary that he poflels an eminent degree of true reli-
gion. 'T'a {ay that a minifter fhould be a good man, 1s {faying too lit-
gle: ltis required that he be/ira/zg in the grace that is in Chrift 75)@55."""

Minifters fhould be fought from among Chriftians of eminence; under
(God, much of a minifter’s fuccefs depends upon his fprrit. "I'he moft
fhining talents without a {favour of Chrift in his converfation will be
of but {mall account. A man’s heart muft be in religion, or he is un-

v
N3t

% Ina letter from Ram Bofioo, the Hindoo Munfhee to one of our brethren, received
this Spring, he calls all our minifters ¢¢ fpiritual men.”” Be this a folemn admonition to.
us to anfiver to the Hindoo’s id¢a of us; and to the churches to enccurage none but fuch
el W preaching the gofpel. '

it
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fit to engage in this work. Reading, meditation, and prayer muft be
his element : how elfe will he give him{elf wholly to them ? It was fure-
1y a2 moft expreflive petition which the Apoftle put up in behalf of Ti-
mothy, Z%e Lord Fefus Chrift be awith thy SPIRIT [

Thirdly, It is neceffary that the grand principles he embibes thould
correfpond with the Holy Scriptures. Every man who hath received 2

gift thould minifter the {fame; but if any man jpeak, let bim fpeak as the
oracles of Ged +. 'There are two things which, in the encouragement

of minifters, have been admitted in the place of evangelical truth;
viz. enthufiafm, and diffinguifbed abilities. A perion under the influence
of the former has fuppofed himfelf to be divinely in{pired; and that
every impreflion of a text of {cripture upon his mind muit be the true
meaning of it, taught him by the Holy Spirit himieif. Hence he
negle&ts to confult the genvine meaning of {cripture, and utters for
God’s word his own wild and indigefted conceits. 1t 15 not fo much
a matter of furprize that {uch charatters are found, as of regret that
there are not wanting congregations to encourage them. Very dif-
ferent from this, but equally pernicious, 1s the fubititution of talents
in the place of principie. To look only onthe former, and overlook
the latter 1s an evil of magnitude in the prefent age. The more ta-
lents any man poiifefleth, whofe leading views are at variance with the
oracles of God, the greater mifchief he 1s likely to accomplifth ; and
‘all who any way encourage fuch preaching ailift in planting a battery
agandt the City of God, and partake of the guilt of deftroying {ouls.
‘The dark foul of a publick teacker has ever been the chofen habita-
tion of tht father of lies; becaufe from thence he can propagate error
with the leaft fufpicion, ard corfequently to the greatelt advantage.
it was not therefore without reafon that the Apoftle to the Galatians
writeg 1n {o pointed a manner: BLut rﬁwzfgb W, O an an; el J¥om heaven
preach any otber gofiel unto you than that which ave bave preacned, let him
be accurfed ! -
Fourthly, It is neceflary not only that he fhun the path of errov, but
that he know the truth ; or have a good underflanding of toar wbhich be is
to communicate to others. INo man can feed others with knowledge and
vnderftanding who does not poffefs them himielf. In the complaint of
the Apoftle to the Hebrews, that awben for the time they ought to have
been reachers, they bad need that one fhould teach toem arain <which avere
2he firft principles of the Oracles of Gad, 1t 1s fuppofed that a deep and
intimate acquaintance with the facred oracles was neceflary to teach-
ing. No wife prince would fend an embafly by a perfon who could
not underftand 1t ; nor can 1t be fuppofed-that the only wife God would
entruft a meflage to mankind, the proper delivery of which involved
in 1t the glory of his own charafter, and the eternal {alvation of thofe
to whom 1t 1s addreffed by a perfon who does not underiftand his wilil.
Many good men have difcovered an earnelt defire to preach the gofpel
who have been manifeftly deftitute of this neceffary qualification; and
fome, there 1s reafon to believe have actually engaged in the work,
whofe defcéts as to an acqualntance with divine truth have been evi-

% 2 Tim. 1, 12, + 1 Pet.ive 110
| dent
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dent to their ows confufion. Ahimaaz was eager to run, and fo {wift
of foct as to out-run Cufhi; but, what a mortification muft it have
been when afked particula#, to have nothing better than this to an-
{wer, 7%y Sfervant facw a tumult, but knew iot awhat it was.

We do not impeach the motives of {uch cliaralters: thefe are beft
known to God and themfelves; but be they ever fo pure, this will.
afford no proof of their being proper objefts of encouragement for the
Miniftrv. It wasin David’s heart to have built an houfe for God;
and God took 1t well at his hand ; but he fuffered him not to proceed.
It 1s in the heart of every good man on one dccafion or other to do
much more for God, and his fellow-creatures than he is able to do s
but 1t would be more becoming if every one were to labour to occupy
that poft to 2 good purpofe to which his abilities are equal. It is a
high encomium that is beftowed by the Lord Jefus on a good woman,
fhe bath done what fle could. R

Fifthly, Itis neceflary that he have a turn of mind for inveffigating
truth, and a z‘bz}:/? aﬂer a7 ENCREASING %mu'/edgﬁ {:f the Sa'zfz‘z-:rb’.r. Ifa
minifter be not conftantly acquiring knowlédge; he cannot long com-
municate it to others. His ftock will be fcon exhaufted. 'The in-
{pired apoftle Paul {olemnly charges T'imothy, and in fo doing, equally
charges all fucceeding minifiers of the Gofpel to the end of time, to
give attendance; to apply himfelf with all his might to reading, to ex-
boytation, LO dac‘?rf:fze; not to ?zfgffﬁ the gift that was 1in him, but to
medirate on thefe things, to gz'fvf: é:’#{/&/f f::—.f;baﬁﬁ! to them, that his pro-
FITING, his growth, his improvements in every minifterial gift, and
talent might aprear to all.* It 1s thole who love wifdom that will
{feek her with diligence and patience; and {uch only will find her. In
the defire God may be {aid to give the thing defired, inafmuch as it
leads to the difcovery of it.  Without this, the leifure, the books, the
company of his brethren, or whatever other means of improvement z
minifter may poflefls, all will be a prize in the hand of a foel, who hath
no heart to get wifdom. Without this, he will not be able to be /4%
teaching tbe people knovledge: the people will be before him; and how
dangerous, as well as difgufting, mulft 1t be to {ee the leader of an
army, 111 an enemy’s country, a day’s march 1n the rear! If not abfo-
lutely neceffary, it 1s very defirable that a mmilter thould poffefs {ome
fuch thirft for the difcovery of truth as -a Coot or a Columbus had for
the difcovery of territory: a mind cafl 1 {uch a mould might be ex-
pefed to enrich his connexions with hidden treafures, to enlarge the
boundaries of knowledge, and to find ¢¢ whole provinces of Thought
yet unexplored.”

Sixthlv, It isnecefiary that he have fome good degree of readinefs ir
communicating bis ideas. A bithop mult be apt to teach. 1t 1s not every
good man, mor every difcerning good man that 1s qualified wo teach
others. 'Thereisa certain aptitude in arranging and communicating
cur idcas which 1s of great 1mportance to the chriftian miniftry., It
1s truc this gift admits of different degrees, and 1s capable of much xm-
provement. It is aho irue, that confulion in language freguently

* 1 Tim. v, £ 315,

proceeds
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proceeds from confufion in thought: the maxim of the pset will
oenerally hold good: ~

¢¢ Good teaching from good knowledge {prings s
*¢ Words will make hafte to follow things :”?

But after all, there muft be a kind of original ftock; or fome degree
at leaft of natural aptitude in communicating ideas, on which 1mprove-
ments may be grafted.

Laftly, It is necéflary that he poffels an aZiwe mind. A certain
foring of mind 1s of great importance to the proper diicharge of the
work of the miniftry. An indolent character will appropriate that
leifure which an exemption from fecular employments may afford him
to fauntering and vifiting from houfe to houfe; a praétice unfriendly
to religion, and generally pregnant with icandal. An ative charaéter
on the contrary, will ever find employment without being driven to
{vch refources. ‘

He that defireth the office of a bifthop defireth a great, as well asa
ooaod work., To be acquainted with the {criptures, {o as to know the
mind of God ; with the workings of human depravity, {o as in preach-
ing to tell men all that 1s in their heart; with the operations of grace,
{o as to defcribe real Chriftianity, and diftinguifh it, from every coun-
terfeit : To watch the temptations, perplexities, and difficulties ¢f
{God’s people, and adminifter words 1n due {eafon: In fthort, to warn,
rebuke, and admomith m {fuch a way as to be pure from the blood
of all men, 1s 2 work of no {mall importance; and for which the moft
altive character feels his infufficiency.

The objelts of minifterial care are often in danger, like the inha-
bitants of a befieged City, if {upplies be not thrown in imme-
diately, of furrendering to the foe. T'he heart, plied with tempta-
tion, 1s at the point of yielding. In many {uch cafes, it will be the
duty of a minifter to flrip temptation of its difguife; to reprefent fin
in its native deformity ; to point out 1ts tremendous confequences ;
and to endeavour to allure the heart'with the joys of falvation. Many
of thofe who are thus tempted will fall into fin, and perfift, and finally
appear at the left hand of the Judge: but is the preacher to appear
apainft them; or they againft him? If a charalter be indolent, w=
cannot do him, or the churches a greater injury than by encouraging

him to engage 1in the Chriftian miniftry.

. Thefe brethren, are a few of the principal qualifications for the
miniftry ; and, we have no doubt of your being of the {fame mind with
us, that whoever poflefleth them 1s called of God to that important
work, and deferving of your encouragement. In different perfons
they may exift in very different degrees ; and here lies the neceflity of
‘a candid and impartial judgment, whether the degree be fuch as to
warrant a reafonable hope for future ufefulnefs. There isnot a fingle
material in the building of God but what has its ufe, provided it be
properly placed ; it fhould be our concern fo to place each individual
ftone that the whele may be fitly firamed together.

Brethren, be concerned for the welfare of pofterity! Upon our cor-

- dudt,
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dult, under God, depends much of their fuccels. If worthy charalters

re not fought out and encouraged, unworthy ones will prefs forward,
and occupy their place  Minifters of {fome defcription our congrega-
tions may be expelted to have. If {piritual and judicious men are
not brought forward, many through inattention, the undue in-
fluence of worldly individuals, or a kind of charity that induces them
to judge favourably of every man who {uftains the minifterral cha-
rater, will take up with {uch as are carnal; and a carnal mimftry has
ever Leen found to be the bane of true rehglon.

Permit us to add, the work 1s heavy on our hands. A few years
ago, you know, we had a good number of able and refpectable mi-
nifters in our connexions. But fome of them have finithed their courle;
and others have been removed for the general good of Chrift’s kmg
dom to dg/,?am‘fzzmz‘zm.,. Thefe removals too, inftead of leflening, or
concentring our labours, have abundantly extended them. 7%e wvork
is great, and large; and we are feparated ypor the wall one far from

another ! Dear brethren, rpngthen our hands! Unite with us 1n {up-
plicating the Loxd of the harveft for more labourers! Unite with us
in diffufing goipel truth amongft your connexioms, 1n exercifing a faith-
tul dlfuplme, and 1n cﬁ.ur/mg into exccution every pumfhho of the
mind of Chriit. A*ld 1t there be “/,Dz?zmd/ men’’ amongf’r vou who
in your account are able, and who feel in thetr own {ouls an ar ‘dent and
pure defire, encourage them to come forward, and. join the minifterial

ftandard. Brethren, The grace of our Lord Jefus Chriflt be with your
{pirits! Amen,

Signed in Behalf of thc Af"ocmg.zon, by -
JOHN GILL, MopzzaToz.



Tuejday Eveming VI “Brother Gi//, miniiter of the plaee, hegun in praycre-was chofen
moderator j—letters from the churches were read, thelr contents minuted, and the meet~
ing clofed with prayer by brother Cawve. '

Wednefday Morning V1. Prayers were offered up by brethren—Heighter, Payne, Sim-
monsy, Read,-Ewvans, and Watts. - LT ‘ T

% paft X. Brother Crapps began public worfhip in prayer; brother Sutc/iffe delivered the
exordium j —The firlt fermon by brother Blundel from Eph. 1. 9, 10. Hawing made knozvs
uitto us the myfiery af bis quill, &¢c.—The fecond fermon by brother Fuller from Heb. v.
X2, I3, 14. For quberr for the time ye ought tg be teachers, ye bawe need that one teach Yoz
again which be the firft principles of the oracks of Ged, &'c.—Brother Morris concluded the
opportunity 11 prayer.

In the afternoon tl}c r_n_ig'iﬁe:r_s and meflengers retired ;—the circular letter, producd by
brather Blundel, was then infpe€ted, approved and ordered to be printed.

Twening VI. Brother Thomas of Devonihire-fquare, prayed; brother Sutcliffe preached
fram Phill i. 23.  For to me 1o live is Chrift; and concluded in prayer. After public
wozthip, brather Fuller was unanimoully requefted to print his fermon on the importance
sf @ a’e-:p and intimate knowledge of diwvine tratk, and brother Suteliffe to prepare the next

L

'jrg;;r’s ci_rcu._far l;:ttef-;-@:z the divinity of the Chriftian religion,
Thurfday morning VI. Brother Blund:/ prayed; the minifters communicated their

selizious expericace; adjufted the bufinefs of the Affociation Fund, and the meceting
- g¢lofed in prayer by the moderator. |

State of the Churcbes.

Upon a profeffion of faith - e - 130
Added {‘_By.lﬂttér,s of recommendation - - g
{ Reftored after exclufion - - e 3
147 added
By death - - 20 *
Diminifhed { Difmiffion to other churches 3 } so diminifhed.
Exclufion oom - 25

97 clear incyeale.

Number of communicants in all the churches 1722

The next Affociation to be held at LercesTer, on Tuefday, Wednefday, and
Thurfday, in the firff weck atter Whitfun-week. Brethren Hopper and Gill to preach.

Put up at the Brve Bzr1, Humberftone Gate.

T he friends of the Baptift Miffion are informed, that feveral letters have lately arrived
from Bengal, together with Mir. Carey’s Fowrnal; and that No. 111, of Periodical Ac-
counts will be printed as foon as the materials can be properly feleéted and arranged. Our
brethren having prepared fome of the facred writings ready for the prefs, requeft our aflift-
ance to enable them to print them. They have alfo a new miffion in conterplation to
Beutan, on the borders of Thibet, provided we could fend them two {uitable perfons to
andertake 1t.  The fociety will gladly attend to cach of thefe objetts as {uon as {ultable
charalters oiier, and adequate means are afforded them.

N. B. We hfwc juft received intelligence that our Brethren Grigg and Radwaj ae
fately arrived at Sicrva Leone, and have entered on their work,



