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S ERMON L

1 Sa M xviii. 17. Owly be thou valiant for me, and fight the
Lord’s Battles.

H E PLiliflires were now at War with the Children of
I Ifrael, and pitched in the Territories of Yudab. The
Hoft of Ifract and the Enemy lay encamped one over
againft the other ; where Goliath, a grand Champion of Gash,
came forth to challenge, and put the Iffue of the War upon a
fingle Combat : Which Pride of his, procured his Deftru&ion.
D.vid accepting the Challenge, and going forth in the Name
of the Lord, with Eafe prevailed. The fureft Way of Suc-
cefs, is to engage the Prefence of the Lord of Hofts. David’s
Succefs, and the Victory enfuing, caufed his Promotion, and
procured him Envy : So the beft Defervings often meet with
the worft Requitings. His prefent Majefty, difpleafed at
David’s Applaufe, promotes him, intending nothing lefs than
- his Ruin : He promifes to enoble him upon this Condition ;
Only be thou valiant for me, and fight the Lord's Battles. W hich
Words, tho’ ill defigned by Sasl, are worthy the Advice of a
King, and the Attention of one who had a Detachment of
Troops under his Command.
DocrT. A fixed Courage and Boldnefs is to be maintained,
in fighting for the Caufe of Chuift, 1
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{ would fhew,
1. What is the Caufe of Chriit we are called to maintain.
11. This Caufe is tc oc maintained by Force, and defended
by the Sword. |

III. A fixed Courage and Refolution is to be maintained in
fighting for this Caule.

I. What is the Caule of Chrift we are called to maintain.
For Brevity fake,

1. It is the Caufe of Juftice. This is an eflential Perfeion
of the divine Nature, whereby he is infinitely juft in himfelf.
Fuflice and Yudgment are the Hubitation of his Throne. And
when he comes to judge the World, it will be in Righteoufnefs.
That Juftice which God requires amongft Men, is diftributive ;
as when a Judge rightly decides\%ontrovcrﬁcs : Punitive Jue
ftice, is when he infliteth deferved Punithment on Offenders.
Commuumifative Juftice concerns all'Men in their Dealings with
one another ; not to injure, wrong, or infult cach others Per-
fons, Goods, or Propertics. This confidered in a national Re-
ference, is what our perfidious Enemics have not regarded, but
contrary to all Right and Equity, are entered upon the Inhe-
ritance of the Lord’s People, and againft the tenth Command-
ment, coveted that which is their Nesghbours.

2. The Caufe of Chiift is the Caufe of Religion. Religion
confifteth,

1. [n afeeling, affe&ting, humbling Senfe of the Ruin of our
Nature by the firft 4dam. A dreadful Fall this, from Holinefs
to Sin, and from a2 Power to do Good, to an utter Impotency
and Rcbellion againft God !

2. In a certain Knowledge of Redemption by the fecond
Adam, who by fulfiling and fatisfying the firft Covenant, hath
opened a new and living Way of Accefs to God.

3. To refting on cthe Merit and Paflion of Chrift alone, thro’
the Offer of the Gofpel, for Juftification and eternal Salvation ;
for in bim all that believe are juflificd, from all Things from which
they could not be jufiified by the Law of Mofes. So that all
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‘Boafting is excluded, and the whole Glory of Salvation re-
dounds to Chrift.

4. Religion confifteth in a delightful Obedience to the Pre-
erots of the Word.  And that--- 1. As {ccing the Aathority
of God in his Word : This is his Commandment ; therefore
(fays the Soul) I muft obey : God hath faid, and it muft be
done. This Authority of God, felt in the Confcncncc ftirs u
the Soul to wondcrful Ads . Mark . §. He ﬂrctched forth
the withered Hand., 2. As fecing thc Exccll'ency of the Com-
mand, that it is not only holy and juft, but good and defirable.
| There are Beauties in Holinefs, which make ber Ways to be Ways
of Pleafantnefs, and all ber Paths Peace ; more eligible than
Thoufands of Gold and Silver. Hence the Soul is comforted in
its Way : O bow do I love thy Law ! 3. As fecing the fur-
ther Obligations which Redemption layeth upon ugy He that
redcemed a Brother under the Law, had a Right to his Ser-
vice ; and God challengeth this as his Right : I bave redeemed
thee, thou art mine. Thefe Things our anti-chriftian Foe per-
fecuteth, and many ten Thoufands have fell a Sacrifice to his
Fuory,

II. This Caufe of Chrift is to be maintained by Force.

1. The Caufe of Juftice is to be fupported. If a. Man in-
jures his Neighbour, the common Law decides it ; but if one
Nation invades the Rights of another, it is to be tried by mar-
tial Vengeance.  Hhat baft thou to do with me (fays ]cphthah)
that thou art come againft me to fight is my ows Land, Judg. 11.
12. So Yepbthah went forth and deftroyed the Children of
Ammon.

2. The Caufe of Religion is to be maintained by Force. Re-
ligion is nct to be forced on the Confcience by Fire and Sword,
but ’tis to be defended againit any Power that would bercave
us of fuch a Mercy. And may it not be fufpefted, that he
that docs not love his Religion well enough to fight for it, has
nonc at all > What if the Enemies of Religion, through Luﬁ
{tir up War againft us ; fhall we give up all and die ? No 5 the

B Armices
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Armies which. are in Heaven (Rev. 19. 14.), that is in the
Church, fhall follow Chrift to the Battle. As good a Right
have we to war with Men in this Cafe, a8 to fight with the
Devil and his Angels, when they aflanlt us with Temptations.
II. A fixed:Courage and Boldnefs i¢ to be maintained, in
fighting for this Caufe. Be thos valiant for me, and fishs the
Lord's Battles.. By this Courage, I mean a Mind fitted to ¢n-
dure Hardfhips, as a good Scldier ;, a Heart tempered to en-
sounter Dangers, and aiming at noble and heroic Adtions, in
the Contempt of Death, Rev. 12. 11.  Here let us enquire,
whenee this Fortitude of Mind. arifes. s/ 1. The Juftice of
a Man’s Caufe will embolden his Heart. 1t 15 good to be zealous
in o good Caufe. Says David, God that yudgeth right, maintaineth
my- Caufe. The Battle is bis, and be will give you into my Hunds.
2. A Man’s Confcioufnefs of his good Eftate, fometimes will
make him immovable. Tbe Righteous is bald as a Lion. He
fights for all that is dear to him, and therefore will thew the
Man. Religion is the beft Security of a Man’s Life and
Fortune. Tbhe Lord is with you while you be with him.

-

IMPROVEMENT.

t. War is fometimes juft and equitable.  ¥c is true, Prirces
fometimes grow proud, and afpire after greater Glory, and
worldly Dominion, and fo facrifice the Lives and Int:refts of
othiers, to build their own Appluuie ; this is wrong : But to
sefent the Injuries ot a profefled Foe, and affert our own Pre-
rogatives, is an indifpenfible Duty : Prov. 20, 18. And with
good Advice make War.

2. What Caufe have we to draw the Sword in this Day, when
Lewss, the grand Tyrant of the Age, ambition: of worldly
Glory, and univerfal Dominion, is fortifying upon our Borders,
and making Havock of our Settlements? The Encmy has
compaffed us as it were from Sea to Sca, in{piring a favage
Nation with Thirft of Blood, who naturally knows no Mercy,
to rip open Mothers with Child, and dafh their little Ones

againft
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againft the Stones. No. Age nor Sex is: fure-of Life one Mo-
ment, who fall into their Hands, A little more Growth of this
dangerous Enemy, will epable him to come ap on the Breadth.of
tby Land, O Immanuel.

O my dear Country ! To Arms! To Arms! This begin-
ing of the: French thews what the End will be, if not fpeedily
oppofed. This Cockatrice Egg will batch a Serpent:to devaur as.

3. By fo much the more are we bonnd to this, by.how much
the Caufe is Chiiit’s. Religion as well as. civil Property is
ftruck at.  The boly City mafl be-trodden: under Foot. It is Jefus
whom they perfecute.  This makes me hopeful, that the God
of Armies will ftep in, and avenge the Quarrel of his Covenant.
Lewwis the Fourtcenth was the Author of thefe ProjeQions,
but Death forbid their being put in Exccution : Yet he hath
left an impious Heir to his Ambition, who it fecms is refolved
to hazard all for a Conqueft ; and (I am not in Jeft) if he {uc-
ceeds, your civil and religious Piivileges too are gone ; and
what will remain, but Fetters to bind your Conicicnces, or
Fire to burn you to Afhes 7 O Jet a high Refentment and fa-
cred Rage poflcls ev'ry Breaft !

Let us undeitake our Defence in the Name of the
Lowd of Hofts. [In the Name of Gol we will fet up our Ban-
ners. It is God mult fubduc our Hnemies, who can lay the
proudelt Potentates in the Duft) and tarn their Councils back-
ward. He hath a Quarrel againit Aatichrift, and the Day ba-
ftens, when he will lead his embartled Hofts to War, and exe-
cute the promifed Vengeance; therefore trufl in him.

I come now to addrels mayfelf to our dear Friends, who are
going againft the Enemy.

£. I beleech you above all Things, be at Peace with God.
You are going into the high Plages of the Field, where many
muft expett tofall; for cvery Battle of the HWarrior, is with. con-

Jufed Noife and Garments rolled in Blood. The Ambufhments of

a larking and unfeen Encmy, or the Violence of an overpowes-
ing Foe, may cut the Thread of Lifc in 2 Moment ; and are
you
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you prepared to fo great a Change ? Forgive me, T am jea-
_ious 'you too little think of that which fhould be your great
~Concern. O how drezdful would this be, to have a Bullet fhot
thro’ the Heart, and defcend in 2 Moment from the Field of
Battle into Hell !  To die in a good Caufe, will not carry you
to Heaven, unlefs your Natures are rcnewcd and Sins for-
given, O my dear Friends, fuft give yourfelves to God in
Chrift : Does he not now ftand at the Door and knock, faying,
Open tome ¥ O accept his Offer : Ye Gutes lift up your Heads,
ye everlafiing Doors be ye lift up, that the King of Glory may come
in.  God hath patinto your Hearts to ask his Law at my Lips,

and God hath inlarged my Heart, to bring you good News
from Heaven; News of Mercy and Peace. 1 am come an Em-
baffador from the Conrts above, with a Pardon in my Hands
for every one of you, if you will have it.  Ho, every onc that
thirfleth, come ye to the Waters. ‘Take freely, doubt not, you
fhail be welcome.  Look to the unfearchable Riches ofChnﬂ‘
he is a Fountain opened to cleanfe from Sin.  Mercy, Mcrcy,
for the greateft Sinner among® you ! O ! for God’s Sake, do
not deny me this Suit, it may de the laft Offer of Grace from me.
¥ feem (bleffed be God) tofee now an endlefs Ocean of Mercy,
cnough to heal your Sculs.  All Things are now ready : God
3s ready to reeetve you, Chrift to cleanie you, and the Spirit to
fanctify you. Youhave taken Arms to fight under George, the
moft gracious King on Earth: O put cn the Armour of God,
and inlift yourfelves under the Banner of Chrift. Come, and
upon the Fruth of God I promite, this Day Salvation fhall
come to your Souls; and then how eomfortably could you leave
your Fiiends, when you have a Chrift in your Hearts, and a
Certificate in you: Hands, that when you die, yeou fhall enter
into Reft ? To have the Loveof God in you, and your Hearts
attack’d-to the Caufe for which you are to fight, would infpire
your Hearts mmoblc and valiant A&ions. Thz Lord is my
Light andmy kealts, whom fhould 1 fear 2 The Lord is the Strength

of my Lige of “whom /boald [ be'afraid 2 The an Hoft [bouid
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eucamp agasnfi me, my Hears [bould not fear : Tho' Was arife
againfl me, in this will I be confident.

2. Believing, do you fight out of religious Principles. Let
the Honor of God, Love to your Country, and the Gofpcl,
provoke your Hearts to War. Fight valiantly for the Cities
of your God. This Country was dear to our Fathers, who to
cnjoy the pure Worfhip of God, left their native Land, the
Garden of the World, like Paradife, crofled the vaft Ocean,
and drove out the Heathen, at the Expence of much Blood
and Treafure. They fecught to conquer, and you muft fight
to defend it, |

3. Are the Iffues depending fo great ? Is your Country,
Religion, and Privileges affaulted ? then be cautious, be wife
and prudent, be valiant yet fedate : Let not a fearful Heart
make you too hafty to fly the Enemy, nor too much martial
Fury carry you beyond the Bounds of Brudence.

4. Always by Prayer engage the Protection and Prefence of
God. By thee (lays David) I bave rum thro a Troop, and by my
Ged I have leaped over a Wall.  Prayer, effellual fervent Prayer,
availeih mach. Hence, when I cry unto thee, then fball my Ene-
mies turn back 5 this I know, for God is with me.

5. Keep your Hearts clean and pure for God. One Sizner
preventeth much Good. ‘There was an accurfed Thing in the
Camp, Fofb. 7. which made Ifrael f2ll before their Enemics.
Take Care of yourfelves and us. Depart from all Iniquity.

6. Love one another. Tuke Heed ; fall not out by iic Way.
Avoid Contention ; ye are Brethren in Calling, let there be
no Striving amongft yourfelves : It is enough to have an open
Enemy to fight with, Cleave to the Command : Love one
anosber 5 bear each others Burdens ; prote&t each others Perfons g
bind up onc anothers Wounds ; fulfi/ the Law of Chrifi.

Lafly : We blefs you in the Name of the Lord, and wifh
you God-fpeed. Go, and the Lord go before you, and the
God of our Fathers be your Reward. The eternal God be thy
Refuge, and underncath be his everlafting Arms. "The Lord

C hear
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hear you in the Day of Trouble ; the Name of the mighty God
ol Jacob defead you, fend you Help from the San&uary, and
Strength out of Zion ; grant your Defire on your Enemies, and
fulfii all your Petitions. God ride upon the Heavens for thy
H:!p, and 10 his Excellency on the Sky. May the Arms of
your Hands be made ftrong by the Hands of the God of Armies.
God fmite through the Lines of your Enemies, that they may
fall and rife no more.

I conclude with a2 Word of Advice to this Afflembly. T ask
the Prayers of you all for thefe our dear Friends : Yea, by
Virtue of a Commiflion now in my Hands, I do in the Name
of God, command the Prayers of every one of you for them.
They are going -into the high Places cf the Field, where ten
thoufand Meflzngers of Death fly invifible : They are going
to fight for you, ind will you not pray for them ? The: i.a-
zard all for you, and will you not lift up a Cry for them ?
O cry mightily to God for them Day and Night, and ceafe
not. Caft them upon God ; carry them in your Arms to the
Throne o Grace, and vake no Denial. While they defend
you by their Swords, do you protect them by your Prayers ;
and put away your Sins by Repentance, that they may not
turn away your Prayers - And the Lord hei: from Heaven,

his holy dwelling Place, and give an Anfwer of Peace through
Jefus Chrift.  _Ames.

SERMON II




SERMON nf

GAL il 19 For I1thro the 7. om dead to the Law, tbat 1

might live unto God,

H E Apoftle here treateth i Jufiification by tl:: Righ-
teoufnefs of Chrift ; an Article upon which the €hurch
ftands where it is firmly bchcvcd and falls when it is cjelted.
They that are found in this Pomt are generally fo in other
important Articles ; but who deny this, often run irto the
old Potifly Doltrine 'of congruious Merit. The one ex:lt the
Lord Jefus, and magnify the Riches of his Grace ; the other
exalt Antichrift,and magnify corrupted Works.  All that love
the Lord Jefus in Sincerity, have this Doé&rine dearer than
their Lives, as knowing ii this be loft, Chrift and Heaven, and
all is gone : 21 ver. If Righteonfnc /.r come by the Law, thesn
Chriff is dead in wvain! ¢ Rather than endure which hosrid
¢ Blafphemy (fays LatZer), I would not only, the Holinefs of
¢ the P.pe, and all Merit-mongers, but alfo the Holinefs of a'i
¢ the Saints and Angels in Heaven, were caft into the Botton:
¢ of Hell, and condemned with the Devil forever.” Our Apo-
ftle’s Zeal for Juftification by imputed Grace, appears in this
Epiftle, where he proves it by a Series of Reafonirg, as can’t
be gainfay’d ; and to add Force to the Argument, b....gs in his
own Expcriencc, againft which there is no Reafon at all ; and
at one Stroke, cuts the Throat of all that hope for Sa'vation
in that Way ; faying, I thro’ the Law am dead to the r.»w, that
I might live unto God. Words, I fuppofe, full of Myftery to
many of you ! I am dead (fays he), yet 1 live ; yea, I am dead,
that I might live - Which is more, I am dead, nof t0 Sin and the
Worid,
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World, but to the Law cf God : Yea (fays he) the Law belpeth phi;
forward : I thro’ the Loy em dead $o the Law 5 and this dying
20 the Law was neceffary, that I might live to God.

The Text will be fairly opened, if I can fatisfy the following
Enquiries. |

I. What Law this is ?

II. What is implied in being Dead to this Law ?

1II. How the Law works this Death in Men?

IV. How this Work of the Law promotes a divine Life 2

I am to thew,

1. What Law this is ?

Anf. Tho' the ceremonial Law be fometimes mentioned
here, yet the moral Law is principally intended. It isthe Law
given at Sings. 4 chap. 21 ver. The Subftance of that Law is,
thou fbalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, &c. On this
bang: all the Law. Paul, in another Epiftle, excludes the Law
from having any Hand in our Juftification, even a Law which
coneerns Gentiles as well as Fews (therefore not ceremonial),
by which the whole World is become Guilty before God, and con-
demned. Man was made under the moral Law, and bound to
obey, whether God make Promife to him or not. God was
pleafed to make a Promile, do this and live; and a threat’ning,
if thou finneft, 2kos fhals die. 1t was this confticuted the Cove-
nant of Works. _4dam broke this Covenant, and its Curfe
will lie on all his Race forever, unlefs it be fulfilled, Mait. 5. 18.

I proceed,

II. What is implied in being dead to this Law? Caution 1.
Not as if Man were relcafed from the Obligations of the Law ;
for not o ot fbali pafs from the Law. Nor. 2. are Men out of
Cr.:l delivered from the condemning Sentence of the Law
fov t.c Wrath of Gec and Death is the Lot of every Soul that
finneth. But,

1. It imp'ies that Men fee they are condemn: 3 by the Law,
Thus [aith the Lord, Curfed be the Man that cbeyet: no *be Words
of this Covemant, Execution and Death are ncarly selated o

Ccn«;
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Condemnation.  Sim is a Tranfgreffion of the Law ; and the Sen-
ace is, Vengeance and eternal Fire.  Says the Soul, I bave fin-
ued, therefore the Curfe belongs to me. |

2. To be dead to the Law, implies, that Men fee they can’t
fatisfy for their Sins againft the Law. O Sinner, wkerewithal
will you come before the Lord 2 What were a Thoufand Rams, or
ten thoufand Rivers of Oyl 2 Will prefent Duty atone for paft
Defetts? If you were pertedt, yet write yourfelves unprofitable
Scrvants. Here a Man is convinced, bis Sins againft the Law
are fuch, that he can’t be redeem’d from them, but by the Blosd
of God, who was made a Curfe for us.

3. To be dead to the Law, is to defpair of Life and Help by
Works of the Law. Their legal Hopes are flain by a happy
Vengeance feen from the Throne of God, and a broken Cove-
nant. If thou, O Lord, fhouldf} mark Iniquity, who fhoald fland?
This makes a Sinner cry, What fhall1do? T am a deal and
damned Sinner for all I can do, or what Help the Law can
afford me ; for the Mouth of the Lord hath {poken it : Dy ¢l
Deeds of the Law no Flefh [hall be juflified.

4. To be dead to the Law, implies, that Men fcel them-
{clves dead by an utter Impotency of Nature : Dead in Tre/-
paffzs and Sins. A Man’s boafted Power of Free-will, and Self-
futliciency, are loft; he 75 beld in the Cords of bis Sins 5 he fecls
an Heart full of Eumity, that can't be [ubjett to the Law cf God.
God here often witlidraws fome Reftraints, that Men may
better fee that inftead of Goodne(s, all the Thoughts and Imagi-
nations of the Heart are only evil.

5. To be dead to the Law, implies, that in the whole of
chriftian Obedience, God’s People have no Refpe&t to the Law
as a Covenant, fave that by Faith they render to the Law its
duc; for they bring an everlafting Righteoufnefs, which Chuift
wrought for them : His Blood is the Propitiation for their Sin.
What Chrift did and fuffered is imputed, and the Righteoufnefs
of the Law 1u them fulfilled. He was braifed for their Tranf-
greffions, and by bis Stripes they are beaka. 'Theicforc Juftice

| D itfelf
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itfclf clears them, 1 Fobn 1. 9. Hence Believers are no more
under the Law, to be juftified by obeying ; for Juftification is
freely by Grace : And as for Cowdemnation, there is nosie to them
that are in Chrifi ; but they are under Grace, in a State of For-
givnefs, where the Love of God in Chrift appropriated, leads
the Soul to regard the Authority of God, and pay a chearful
Obedience to the Law, as it is in the 7iands of a Meaiator :
1 Cor. 9. 2t. I am ander the Law to Chrifl. 'This it is 1o be
dead to the Law. I am to fhew,

1L How the Law works this Death in Men, Caution : 1
don’t mean to exclude the Influence of the holy Spirit, which
inlightens the Mind, and affifteth the Law in this Work. I fay
then, the Law worketh this Death, \

1. By convincing a Man of his Duty. The Law faith, 4z
this. Herethe awaken’d Mind {ees the Authority of Ged, and
his Law binding to do or die ; as where the I ,d of I\mg 15,
there 15 Power = So God’s Ward is in their Hearts, as a burning
Fire fhat wp in their Bones. To withhold Obedience they dare
not, for God mects them in a fiery Law, as a Bear or Lioti le-
reaved of ber Whelps 5 yet to do Obedience they cannot : If
the Soul flies to the Law his old Refuge, he fees nothing but
Frowns and Death ; if to himfelf, he finds nothing but Re-
bellion and Hatred of God. Thoa art a burd Mafier, reaping
where thow baft not fowed ; requireft much, and giveth no
Strength to obey. This fets the Soul to murmuring, and the
Heart (‘Prov. 19. 3.) freteth againft the Lord. Thus when the
Lazw entereth Sin abourndetd, horribly rageth, and the Heart be-
gins to defpair.

2, The Law workcth this Death by fhewmg a Man’s Errors.
T¢ commit Sin, and are convinced of the Law as Tranfzroffirs. Na-
ture’s Light will not do ; it is the Confeflion of a lcarned Chri-
{tian, Rom. 7. 7. I bad not known L uﬂ, except the Law bad faid,
Thou [halt not covet. Tt is the Law in the Confcicnce, as the
Veice of God, that brings the Knowledge of, and Amazement
at Sin. Thus 8in, whcn it has long deceived Men, at laft

takes
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takes Occafion # the Commandment, works in them, and fhews to
them all Manser of Concapifcence, and by it flays them : And fo
the Law beats Men oft from #ts Dependance, fhewing by Rea-
fon of Man’s Corruption and Sin, its Commiflion is only to
deftroy. The Letter Lilleth.

3. The Law doth this by working, that is, by revealing the
Wrath of God: Rom. 4. 15. By how much the Cenfcience is
inlightened, by fo much it fees the Ditpleaturc of God in the
Law. The Sting'of Death is Sin, and the Strength of Sin is the
Law. Now as where there is no Law powerfully cxercifing its
Dominion in the Confcience, there is no anfwerable Know-
ledge of Sin @ So when the Comnandment comes, that is, when a
Man fces his Obligations to the Law, his Tranfgreflions againft
tue Law, and the dreadiul Sentence of the Law, then his be-
loved Sins appeir fuil ofdeadly Poifon, wounding him to
Death.  Here a Muan fees thio’ the Law his Image and Doom
09 ; then, fays he, S/ revived ard [ died.

4. The Law woiketh Death in Men, by fhewing its Per-
{e@tion.  Thy Law is exceeding broad ; it requires ev’ry good, and
forbids ev’ry evil Thing ; it reacheth the Affetions and Will.
The Law 15 fpiritual, but M.on ave carnil ; oppofite as Fire and
Water, they can’t agree.  8Says the Law, Cosfirm cv'ry Word
¢f this Covenant, or thea art azcurfed. 'The Covenant of Works
being anncxed to the moral Law, it admirs of no Failure. He
that breaketh it in one Point, is guilty of the whole Law. A fad
Liluftration of this, 15, that onc Sin of our firft Parents, which
brought Condemnation on themfelves and us: Rom. 3. 15,
and on.  Here the Soul fees the Law which promifed Life to
Man, on Condition of his Loyalty, did, on his Rebellion, be-
come as Cherubims and a flaming Sword ; fhewing, that the Law
is now fo far from being a Way of Life, that it threatens no-
thing but Death, and has ever fincc been a Minifiration of Con-
dennation, and Wrath,

5. Hence the legal Heart begins to die.  Perfetion is the
ieaft the Law will accept. He is a jealous God, and Men
| cannot
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cannot ferve him. A felt Impotency to good, and Enmity te
God, are invincible Bars againft obeying. Horror now takes
Hold of the Soul, and the Law lays all legal Glory in the Duft.
A Man’s Sins, like Bands hold him down, that be can’s ok up,
nor command one good Thought ; not a Word of Comfort
from the Law : It was added by Reafon of Tranfgreffions, ¢ out-
“ wardly to reftrain the Wicked. and inwardly to condemn.”
Had Adim and his Race continued in Obedience, the Law had
been their Refuge, and given them Life everlalting ; but his
Defaalt brought Death and Damnation. It was Sin made this
fearful Change in the Miniftration of the Law, and the Con-
{cience is affured thro’ the Law, that the fame Law which was
at firft ordained to Life, is now only to Death, Rom. 7. Thus
the Law feems to militate with itfelf, and deftroy its own
Works, that Chrift may be exalted. While Men endeavour
to uphold the Law, by paying Obcdience to it, as a Way of
Life, the Law denounces a Malediction on that Obedience
(enough to make them defert fo hoplefs a Caufe), faying, Gal.
3. 10. For as many as are of the Works of the Law are accurfed |
yet 1 may not fhun to add, the Heart is not wholly broken
from the Law, till there be a Manifeftation of the Riches of
Chrift in fulfilling the Law ; then the Soul fees g new and liv-
ing Way, thatitis st to him that worketh, but to him that be-
Sezeth it is impated for Righteoufuefs. Then the Soul flics im-
mediately froth a fiery Law, and takes Refuge in Chrift :
Which brings me to fhew in the

IV. How this Work of the Law promotes a divine Life.
The fitft Bnquiry is, What itisto live to God ? The Anfiwes
is nigh : I live by Faith in the Son of God. Faith is the Ex-
peltation of the Heart, or the Affurcdnefs the Mind conceiveth
concerning the Mercy of God in Chrift, as it is madc out in the
Promifc of the Golpel. Abrabaim belicved God ; 7. e. made
fuie Account of obtaining the Good promifed. It is called
precious Faith, becaufe it taketh God at his Word, refteth in
the undcubted Truth, and all-fufficient Grace of Chrift, againft

the
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the Efforts of carnal Reafon, and the Devil, which arc confc-

derate, to drive the Soul from its Steadfaflnefs. See what

Vaith fays ; God Zath [poke in bis Holinefi, Iwill regoice. I will
divide Sechem, &c. It is all mine, 1ays he, for God hath pro-

mifed 1t, and that is enough. Such is the Trinmph of Faith,

This blefled Faith overcemes the FFurld, treads the God of it un-

der Foot, purifies the Heart, hath noble Things in View, and

will not let them go for Trifles: And as it receives the Pro-

mife of Life, {o it now works diligently, walks carefully in the

Law of the Lord, not to cbtain, but becaufe it hath obtained-
juftifying Grace : Heb. 12, 28, Whercfore we receiving a King-

dom which canuvt be moved, let us bave Grace to ferve bim accept-

ably, &c. I am to fhew,

2. How this Work of the Law promotes the divine Life ?
Anf. Not as if the Law wrought Grace, or efficicntly promoted
Men’s Salvation ; for Grace and Truth came not by M/es, but
by Jefus Chrift, Fobn 1. 17.

1. The Law promotes the Life of Faith, by fhewing a Man
his dreadfal Doom, and the Neceflity of his Efcape :  That he
had as good take a Serpent in his Bofom, or drink the Adder’s
Poifon, as to truft in the Law : He 1s mad that will contend
with Cherubims, or run upon flusing Swords.  Saul was a very
good Man in his own Efteem, and blamclefs as to Law-rigbtecs/-
sefs : But when he got a juft View of the Law, his Confidente
was rooted from its Tabernacle, and it brought bim to the King of
Terrors. Men will effet the Law as a Way of Life, till they
fec it breathes furth nothing but Slaughter and Death againit
them. Now this is fure, lct the Law command, threaten, or
promiie 5 even whatfocver it faith, it faith to them that are tine.
der 1he Law, that every Mouth nay be flopped, and they become fin-
[fibly guilty beferc Gud. ‘This thundering of the Law in the Con-
fcience, is to make the Soul fick of the Law, and fcck for a
Phyfician,

2. This Work of the Law promotes the divine Lifc, as it
brings Mcen under a powerful and Uleft Conftraint to fly to

= Chrift,
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Chrift, and hide themfelves there. Men will never be in
BEarneft for Chrift, till their legal Hearts bave a Death’s Wound.
Hence God falls upon them with his Terrors.  Yebovab is a
Man of War, and his Armour is fuited to the Hardnefs of
Men’s Hearts.  Fer. 23. 29. Is not my Word like as Fire? faith
the Lord 5 and like o Hammer ihat breaketl the Rock in Pieces ¢
Mecn take thefe Goings of the Lord to be to deftroy them, but
God intendeth otherwife : True, he maketh bis Arrows
Sfbarp in the Hearts of bis Enemies, but it is to break their Hearts
and bow their Wills to his Scepter. The Soul finds itfelf pe-
rithing for Hanger, and defperate {elf Neceflity brings it upon
its Knces: ITwill arife and go to my Fatker, where there is Mercy
to be had. For as without the Law Sin was dead, Rom. . 8.
fo when Sin is revived by the Law, and a Deluge of Wrath
crowds upon the Soul, then it looks for an Ark of Safety : For
tbe Law is a Schoolmafler to bring ‘us to Chrift, that we may be
fuflificd 5 not by the Deeds of the Law, but by 1he Faith of Chrift.

3. The Law promotes a divine Life, for it imbitters Sin,
and endears Chrift to the Soul. O Sinner, he has now no Form
nor Comeline/s thit thou fhouldf} defire him : But when God’s
Wrath comes to liec heavy on the Soul, and no Relief from the
Law ; when God has bent his Bow, and Tempefts and Dark-
nels begins to arife, O then bow Leautiful cn the Moantains wen'd
the Feet be, of this Meflenger of Grace ! O to fee him coming
to your Relief, would make you fly as on the Wings of the
Wiad, to his Embracz! This would melt your Hearts, as Wax
hefore the Sun.  The Sorrows of Death compifed me, and the
Puins of Hell gat Hold upon me 5 then I cried to the Lord, c.
116 Pl |

IMPROVEMENT.

L. See the Ignorance of the World, and what a monfirous
Thing the Opinion of Man’s Righteoufnefs is! Would to
God, that Tgnorance was the Mother of Devotion only in the
Church of Rome: It hath reach=d even to this Land, and Begats

pride
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pride Hardnefs and Rebellion in the Hearts of Men. Poor Sin»

ner, 1hoa makefl thy Boaff of the Law, and trufteft in thy own
Righteoufnefs, which s accurfed, and had in Abomination of

the Lord, Luke 16. 15. Aflure thyfelf, this Law will bring
thee into the Terrors of Death: It was added by Reafen of Tranf-
greffions, to wound not to heal ; yet when Law and Confcience
condemn Men, they fly to the Law, as %oab to the Tabernacle,
and perith with him. The Fews, at the Foot of Sinaf, boafted,
We are'a boly People, we will do whatfoever the Lord commandeth
us » But when they faw the Law in its terrible Glories, they
fled from it with Surprize ; the Countenance of Death fat on
their Eyelids, and the ftouteft Heart in the Camp of Ifrael
trembled exceedingly. The like Effe€t it would have, if you
faw the Law and yourfzlves aright.  Le# Mofes /peak, fay they,
lefp we perifb. They cry for a Mediator to fhroud them from
devouring Flames, but thou art ftout hearted, and wilt abide
its Terrors ; but take Heed, for

2. Sce thy Doom. Thou art accurfed already : God bat
concluded all under Sin, and Wrath ; and if thou holdeft to the
Law, thou art a damned Wretch forever. Chriff is of nowe
Effect to you, who will be juflified by the Law. Paul has a beau-
tiful Alegory, chap. 4. 21. which I would urge for your Con-
vition and Inftruction. ¢ Tell me ye that defire to be under
¢ the Law, do ye not hcar what the Law faith.  Abrabam had
¢ two Sons, refembling the two Covenants ; one Son, the firft
“ by Hugar a Bondwoman, but He fhall not be Heir, for this
H.zar, in Allufion, is Mount Sindf, of the Covenant of Works ;
which, what doth it, but gender to Bondage ? Now look,
as this illegitimate Ifhmael was excladed from Abrabam’s In-
heritance, fo art thou excluded the Kingdom of God, becaufe
thou feekelt not by Faith, and thro! the Promife’ But you
will fay, We don’c truft io the Law and Works. 1 would ask,

1. What is the Way you take for Eafe, when Sin furprizeth,
or fome Defire of Salvation is ftirred up in you? Do you away
to Chrift, to get his cleanfing Blood poured into your Wounds

{¢c
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to heal you ? that is Gofpel like. Faith removes the greateft
Difficoltics, and thinks nothing impoflible. Says the Ayoftle,
The Hord is nigh thee, Faith views Chrift as 2 prefens Help.
Rather don’t you think Help is far to be fetch’d and hard to
be goi? A Courfe of good Works muft be ran, elfe God can’t -
find in his Heart to pardon ; then thou trufteft in thyfclf.
That is furely the Righteoufnels of the Law thas faith, Who [ball
afcend up futo Heaven to bring Cbrift down from therce ?

2. Did you ever fee yourlelves helplefs, dead, anl con-
demned ? Was youa brought to confefs, if God execute Ven-
geance, you maft own him juft ? that the fovercign Grace and
Arm of Febsvab would be made illuftrious, if you ever get a
Releafe ? Did you here lie aftonithed why Wrath was ftayed,
and cry for only Grace, like the poor Publican, till the Mercy
of God’s Heart was opened to you in Chrift, that is blefled ?

3. Did you ever trait Chrift to fave, when you faw ncthing
but Sin and Death ia you, the Law condemning you, Juftice
frownjng upon you, and batan tempting you to defpair? Didft
then believe Chrift was willing to receive, and God to forgive
you ? that the Obedience of Chrilt would juftify God in fhew-
ing Mercy, and encourage you to fly to him for Mercy > For
it is certain, we muft come to Chiift not as Saints, but as Sin-
ners, that we may be Saints. While Men are ignorant of the
Law fulfilling owe Rightcoufnefs of Chrift, they wiil go about
to eftablifh their own’Righteounfnefs, and will not {ubmit to the
Righteoufnefs of God : Rom. 10. 4.. Examine yourfelves.

4 Never expe&t God’s Mercy till your legal Hopes arc dc-
firoyed. You muft be dead 16 the Law, or you cen't live 20 God,
So long as you make unregenerate Obedience the Ground of
your Comfort and Confidence, fo long you detra® from the
Glory of Chrift, and trample under Foot bis precous Bloed ; as it
it were not enough to juftify, unlefs your moral Works arc
put reit.  Tremble, O Sinner, tremble, left your Righteoufnefs
ungo you, Ifrael obtained sot, not becaufe they did not feck,
but becanfe they foughi §t not-by Faith, but as it were, not wholly,

but




o [ 2]

‘ "bnt in Part, By she Deeds of the Lew. Affure thyfelf, that to
)e& the Aﬂ-fuiﬁcnency of Chrift, and Riches of Grace in him,

is the greateft Affront you can offer his Majefty : Ifthat pleafe
you not, skere s no more Sacrifice, bus a certain fearfal oking

X far God's s fiery Indignation,

5. Hence Juftification is by imputed Grace. This is the

Apoftie’s Aim in this Epiftle, and part of my Defign to prove.
in thls Difcourfe. Now if Men by Nature are under the Law
as a Covenant ; if the Law acccpteth nothing lefs than Per-
feion as its Condntxon, and the leaft Offence brings Judgment
and Damnaticn ; if unregencrate Men can’t fulfil the Law in
its Perfeéion, nor any Part j if Chrift has fuifilled the Law in
the Stead of finful Man ; and if the Fromile of Salvation be
made out to Men, only on Account of thele mediatorial A&ions
of Chrift ; then Juftification is by Faith without the Deeds of
the Law : But Men by Nature are under the Law, as a Co-
venant, &c. &c. Therefore in bim we bave Redempticn, 1he
Forgz"’mf cf Sin thro’ kis Blood ; not according to Horks, lat ac-
cording ta ¢he Rickes of bis Grace. 'The Law being broke, next
comes its Sentence, Thou art accarfed : But Chrift bath re-
deemed from the Curfe of the Law. He bore our Sins. Then
comcs the Promife, Ifa. 44. 22. Returi anto me, for I have r2-
deemed thee. Believe the Promife, and it fhall be accountzd
for Rightcoulnefs. gray thy Heart upon the Truth and Grace
of God in the Promife, and fear not, thou fhalt never perifn.
A legion Devils will fly before this Faith, nor can Guilt and
Corruption cchabit with it.  Chrift having fulfilled the Con-
ditions of the Covenant as our Surety, the Law and Prophets
too, do witnels the Rightcoufnefs of God, in juftifying, Rom,
3. 31. and that by a Faith, which is as much the Gift of God,
-1 as Pardon itfelf, Eph. 2. 8.
" 6. Leam the right Ufe of the Law. 9be Law is boly, juff,
ard good ; but not fo to Men, unlefs they ufe st lawfully. The
Law rightly applied, is a fwift Witnefs to rowze the Soul from -
Sccurity, fbarper than a two-edged Sword, piercing even to tbed di-
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viding Soul and Spirit. O felf-righteous Soul, firetch thy Defires,
“exert thy noble boafted Powers, do thy beft, then come to the
Law, compare thy crooked carnal Works with the Straitnefs
and Spirituality of the Law, and be confounded ; for carfed is
be that coufirmeth wot (cither in himfelfor by a Surery) .all rhbe
Words of this Law. Take Home the Curfe to thyfelf, as com-
ing out of the Mouth of the Lord ; lay the Threat’nings ofan |
angry God to thy hard Heart ; let its tharp’ned Arrows fink
deep into thy Soul, and wound thee to Death; let Decfpair
of Life by the Law force thee to Chrift ; fee nothing but 8§in
in thyfelf, and Wrath in the Law, and God out of Chrift acon-
fuming Fire : Bat look then to Chrift’s Lawgfulfilling Righ-
teoufnefs. Let the J.aw magnify 8in, and heap its Curfes on
thy Head, but do thou magnify the Riches of Chrift, and lay
held of the Blefling. Exalt him Godlike on high, above Sin,
Death; the Devil, and the Wrath of God. Oppofe the Crofs
againft all thefe ; behold nothing but Chrift, and let him fa-
tisfy thee ; get Healing by his Wounds, and Peace by his Sor-
rows. Imitate the A&ions of God the Father; lay thy Sins,
Maledi&tion, Curfe, Woe, thy Unbelisf, Blafphemy, and Guilr,
all upon Chrift ; that will pleafe him well : He é5s abk 20 the
uttermoft, thou fhalt find Ref} tothy Soul.

7. Admire the Riches of divine Wifdom and Goodnefs :
How fweetly do Law and Gofpel, Mercy and Juftice, harmo-
nize in our Salvation ?  Grace magnifies the Law, and makes it
bonorable. The Law is pleafed t fee Grace glorified, and forces
~ the Sinner into its Arms ; it is a mutaal Embrace : Mercy and

Trath are met together, Righteonfusefs and Peace bave kiffed cach
other. O Sinner, God may be more glorified in thy Salvation
than in thy Perdition, therefore truft in him.

8. Give up this legal Strife. You are bound to Duty, but
not faved by Duaty. You will fay, I-am a Sinner, T mult
come commended with Duty, and beautified for Chrit. © let

~ thig Pride of Duty come down to the Duft. Muft you be fitted
for Chrift ? it cannot be, without Union by Faith. Befides,
| | have
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have we not been praying, ﬁngufg, hemng ? -What would you
have, iis here not Dutics enough? Now for Chrift ; he is
thine, if thou wilt have him : 4% Things are now reac{y He
hath Riches to give the Poor, and Pardon for Rebels. ~ Content
thy Heart in Chrift ; caff t? Cares upos bim, and my Life for
thine, if thou perifh. 'He will in o wife caff out. Ha{t thou no-
tbmg" come, and thou fhalt have all Tbmgs. But muft you
have Chrift in Ordinances ? then take him in Ordinances,
*When you ask, reccive ; and you will, if you ask without
~ Hipocrify : And when you hear, believe. ~How long will
you halt here, and grieve the Patienceof God ? God is cafed
to make his own Inftitutions the Way in which he mamﬁ;ﬁcth
his fovereiga Grace; therefore wait at the Pofts of his Door, it
gnay be, he will ﬂlcw thee his Glory : But to make thefe Con-
ditions of Salvation, or your Walk in them, a Term of Life,
is wrong. I wonld have you hope here, but not as from Works
of yeurs,- but as Ordinances God has promifed to blefs, for the
Good of Souls. .

9 What borrid Barbarity is there in legal Preaching, and
how murderous to the Souls of Men ! To raife Men’s Hopes
from their own Works, and not from the free Promifc of Grace
in Chrift, and as the Fruit of bis Purchafe, is to preach another
Gefpel, fo agrceable to corrupt Nature, that it is faid to de-
witch them  thetetore the World wenders after the Beaff ; and
what will come of it in the Clofe, but that the faife Propbet,
the Beaft, and all its Worfbipers, j]yail be cafl into tke Lake that
burneth. Unregencrate Obedience is like painted .Sepulcbres ;
and to comfort the Confcience in doing Tueh Works, is little
bercer than to perfwade them to traft in their Sins,

Ols. You fpeak evil of the Law. dnf. Gad forbid ; yea, we
eflablifh ths Law. I have here fhewed the Obllgatxon of the
Law, the Tmpolﬁbxhty of Man’s fulfilling it ; that hence the
Wrath of God lies heavy on you; that your Releafe from the
Curfe, depends on God’s accepting, and your acquiefcing in the
Lawgz fulfilling tiee Righteoufnefs of Chrift, and that being
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~~Jaftified, you are as much boagd to the Law as a Rule aftete,

‘wards, as you were bound to it'as 2 Covenant-before, “And if
dny of you th‘}t;ﬁa me this Day, are diffatisfied in the Cafe, I
will, upon'Infottation, undertake a further Demonftration of
the Argament. But I matt conclude.

~10. To fach as do belicve. Ever look to Corift as the End of
she Law for Righteoufnefs to yon, and fee its covepant Engage-
shents ceale ; but hold yourfelves bound to the Law asa Rule.’
¥e are boughs with a Price, sherefore glorify bim. * A Kingdom
and Manfions are already purchafed and prepared, fo that your
Obcdience is not the Caufe, but the Meafure of your Reward ;-
ic will be according to your Decds. Has Chirift redeemed you
from the Law as a Covenant, be doubly attached 'to it as a
Rule ; and let the Promife engage you to' cleanfe yourfelves
from all Filthinefs. ~Paul was fufk apprehended of Chrift, and
that fired his Heart to prefs forward ; fo do ye, perfeing Holi-
wefs iv the Fear of the Lord. Truft God’s Promife and Cove-
~ pant to keep you, and doubt not of being brought to an Inhe-
- rifance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away :
Which God grant thro’ Jefas Chrit. AMEN,




