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INTRODUCTION.

To rie Eptrror ov Tue CunoNicne s The election iy past, and our appanents have triumphed.
They are now charged with the responsibifity of admimstering our State Goverianent. "This heing the
case, we may expect the election ol a Senator to Congress who will vote to repeal the tarifl, and to
abandon the protection of the free labor of the North. We must expect the elertion of such a man as
will exert his influence against our harbor improvetnents, and a completion of the Cumbertund roud ;
and who will oppuse the distribution of the proceeds of the public lunds.  We must look for the election
of a man who will vote for the annexation ot ‘I'exas to this Union, and who will Iend his influence gene-
rally to tha slaveholding interests. ‘I'he State will be so districted as to elect the greatest possible
nuinber of Representatives in Congress, who will sustain the same policy, and who will vote tor John
C. Calhoun to the office of President 1n 1844, should the election devolve upon the House of' Repro-
gentatives.

Had the friends of northern rights united their political efforts at the recent election, these conse.
quences would have been avoided ; but we were divided, and ol course were conguered.  Crimination
and recrimination will not extricate us from the difliculties into which our unhappy divisions have pre-
cipitated us. Future triumph can only be secured by tuture union ; we should, therefore, profit by exe.

erience. Let us search out the rock on which we have splhit, that we may avoid 1t heveafter. If there

e any political or moral principle involved in the controversy, Jet us understand what it 13, Let it be
developed and placed betare the people, that we may all distinetly understand it.  In order to do this, it
18 the intention of the writer to enter into an examination of this subject. He will endeavor to do 0
with such plainness and sincerity a3 the subject demands 3 no false delicacy shall deter him from a full,
fair, and candid expression of truth ; nor shall feelings of exciternent induce him to use terms or epithets
that may oflend the sincere inquirer atter truth, whether he lives in a free or siave State, or belongs to

the Whig, the Democrat, or the Liberty party. o
In order to be distinctly understood, your readers may expect an examination of the subject in the

following order:
1st. He will inquire into the rights and privile@es of the several States in regard to slavery.
2d. The encroachments upon these rights, of which the anti-slavery wmen complain,
8d. The remedy which, [ think, all will agree should be adopted.
The whole will nccupy several columns of your paper, aud will be furnished as the writer finds

leisure to cominunicate with your readers.
JYovember 1, (842, PACIFICUS.

NUMBER L
RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES OF THE SEVERAL STATES CONCERNING BLAVERY,

MRr. Eprror: For the purpose of fixing in the mind a definite idea of our rights and privileges
respecting slavery, it becomes necessary to look back to the time of forming the Constitution. At that
Rreriod, the spirit of universal liberty pervaded the minds of our people generally, particularly those of

ew England and the northern States.  The sages and patriots of 1776 had put forta the undying truth,
s that man is born free," as a self-evident fart.”” In obedience to this declaration, Massaghusetts, ever
forward in the cause of liberty, by a similar assertion of the rights of man, had stricken the shackles from
every slave within her territories. T'he soil of Yermont had never been contaminated with the footsteps
of aslave. Pennyylvania, and indeed nearly all of the northern States, had commenced a system of
gradual emancipation. The delegates from the north carried with themn a strong predisposition in favor
of universal liberty. While in conveition they spoke of slavery with deep abhorrence, and the most irre-
concileable hatred. Not so with the southern States. “T'hey regarded slavery as necessary to their pros-
perity. They refused to enter into the constitutional compact upon any terms that would subject that
ingtitution to the control of the General Government.  Up to this period each State had acted, in regard
to slavery, according to the dictates of ity own will. FEach, tor itself, held supreme, indisputable, and
uncontrolled jurisdiction over that institution within ils own lunits.  “Fhis entire power was reserved to
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Meel( by oach Btate, and no portion of it was dolegnted to tho Genoral Governmont: and to place the
subject In such plain and palpable light that it should never bo tluoutluned Of dlupuiud; nrticlo 10, of
the'amegdments, was subsoquently adopted ; by which it was declored, that the powers not dole ted by
the Conatifution were resorved to tho several States. 1t is, thereforo, plain, that the Genoral Governs
ment have now l“{l moro power over the institution of slavery thun it had prior to the adoption of the
Conatitytion. The paople of the svuthera States hold that institution us independently of the Federnl
Govtg:_tmgntl ag u{h&y di undo'r tl}u dgl% Cﬂnfu({ﬂm}iuﬁl- fres &
ocisely ¢ 836 axtent dp tho people of the free States hold and enjoy the Llessings of personnl
liberty. Thoy delegated fo the Federal l&ov[:'rnmant_ o tnote power to invjnl{ra them in Efnuluvo[:'y, than
the gouth did to invgive !hem in its nbnhtinn.‘ 'Tho rights of the States on this subject were mutual, and
mnctl  reciprocsl, Those States who desired to o so, could continuo tho institution of slavery 3 aidl
e who dosired to ba freo, and ontirely oxempt from tho oxponse, the disgrace, and the guilt of it, ro.
served to thomselyes tho ful! and indisputable right to romain altogether separato frow, and unconnected
with, ifs ovils. The eons of the pilgrims refn cd slavery ns a violation of the will of Heaven, und a
flagrant transgyession of the Jaw of God. They would no sconer have been prevailed upon to involve
themse]yes in its moral tyrpitude, than they would in that of pitscy or murder.  ‘I'he people of the free

States, therefore, sccuredQuthemselves the absolute right of remnnining free from the guiit, the disgree,
RARERNLY |

e withholding from the Federal Government all constitutional power in
| 1 o the slave States secured to themselves an equal privilege to enjoy the

boned whey gupposed) resMting {from a continuance of slavery.
These doctrines are not new-—they are o old av the Constitution, They ave not docal, for they haveo
been sybstantially asserted in Congresy, and both in the north end the south. They are not anti.slavery,
for they i:ave been, for Lalf a century, the declared doctrines of the stave States. 1 any anti-slavery man
claims for tn2 free Sites any further rights in regard to slavery than those expressed wbove, he is ye-
uested to make them known.  If any Whig or Democrat of Qhio 1% willing to deny to the people of the
ree States the rights abave set forth, he is invited to express his views, in order that the public mind

may be inforined upon this important subject.

If these be the constitutional rights of the free States, all will agree that they should be maintained
and suprorted. On this point it would appear impossiblo that Whigs and anti-slavery men should disa-
gree. I, therefore, submit the question to our editory, and the conductors of the public press generally,
whether they ought not to speak out holdly and temperately upon this subject.  Ought they not to urge
forward our State and National legislators to maintain and defend the rights of the free States, as assi-
duously as they do those o! the slave States ? The question is also submitted to the tnembers of our

" State Legislature, and to our members of Coungress, whether they are not as much bound by their oath of
office to preserve the free States from all participation ir the guilt, the disgrace, and the expense of sla.
very, as they are to preserve the slave States from the abolition of that institution by Congress 2 Ought
they not to put forth their influence to separate and wholly divorce the Federal Government (rotn all supe
port of ala\r;:ry, and to bring it back to the position in which the Constitution placed it in relation to that

tostitution ?
Having thus stated, generally, the rights of the States, I shall, in my next communication, examine

the subject of fugitive slaves ;: which hai sometimes been urged as an exception to the geneval principlo
that we, of the {ree States, are constitutionally unconuected with slavery. PACIFICUS,

NUMBER Il
FUGITIVE SLAVES.

M=. Ep1ror: The convention that framed our Federal Constitution, met with no trifling difliculty
in Axing the rights of the people of the different States in regard to fugitive sluves. By the common law,
and the law of natiors, ¢ a slave became absolutely free by entering the territory of a free State or Gov-
ernment;’’ whether he did so by consent of his master, or by escaping froin his master’s custody. It was
foreseen that, if this principle of the common law remained in torce, self emancipation would deprive
the slave States of an institution which they regarded as important to their prosperity. A memnber from
South Carclina moved an aimendment to the Constitution, requiring ¢ fugitive slaves and servants 1o be
delivered up like criminals.” This was objected to by members from Pennsylvania and Connecticut, for
the reason that it would involve the people of the free States in the expense of slavery—vide 3d volume
Madison Papers, 1447. An amendment was subsequently adopted, in the formin which it 13 now found
in the last clause of the 1st section of the 4th article, which provides, that ¢ no person held to service or
labor in one State, under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of any law or

lation therein, be discharged from such service or labor,” &c. By this provision the common law,
as it then stood, was changed so far as the United States were coticerned, so that a slave ESCAPING to a
free State did not thereby become free.

Under this provision Congress passed the law of 1793, requiring certain officers of the State and
Federal Governments to act when fugitive slaves were brought before them ; and it was sup'?nqed by our
people generally, that we were bound to aid the master in recapturing his fugitive slave. This hias led
many of cur people to believe the subject of fugitive slaves to form an exception to the doctrine laid
down in ray first number. But the subject came before the Supreme Court of the United States at their
last sessicn, in the case of Prigg vs. the Commonwealth of Penngylvania ; and it was decided, on solemn
argument, that no State officer was obliged to act in such case, and that so much of said law as required
them to act was unconstitutional. In this manner the doctrine laid down in my last communication was
confirmel by the Supreme Court of the United States, in regard to fugitive slaves, There were many
other important points decided in that case, from which the following principles are deduced :

A slave, by escaping to a f. :e State, acquires certain important rights and privileges. When he
reaches nur territory we regard him as @ man, and not as property.  If he work lor me, or sell me pro-
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porly, he may sue mo in his own name, and colloct his lmy. Noithor I, nor any other tman, oxcept his
mastor, can tako advantage of his having buen a sluve, It uny person attempt to arrest him, o4 o sluve,
without procoss, ho may dofend himsoll, with just so much forco uy hecomes necessary to protect his
porson and his personal liberty, In this respect he cnllnyu the samo rights and privileges which our citia
zons possoss. Ho Ju liable to bo arrested, and taken back to slavery by his former muwster——in all olher
respects ho is rogarded in lnw oy n freeman,  While in a sluve State he tnay not resist the vielence of
his maater, by any act of self-doefenca ; if ho do so, he may he instuntly slein by his master, or othorwise
sovercly punishod under tho laws of'such Stato. It is this law, duclarmfx it criminal in hin to defond his
person against the violence of his master, which constitutes slavery.  ‘U'hat Iaw con have no operation in
our Stato, Tho slave, thorefore, by nacn[ﬂng from u sluve State, escapes from the operation of that law,
Ity ponalties cannot be visited upon him tor un act done in Ohin. ‘There is no such law here, nor is it
in tho powor of our Legislature to ennct such a law, Our Constitution forbidy ity existence.

The court, in the case retorred to, expressly decided that the jurisdiction is veated solely in Cona

vess § that the passing of o law upon the subject by Congress, is conelusive that the taster sha!l bavo the
Ealwlft conferred by tho act; and that no State law can bo interposed to quality or chonge the powery
given by Congress, ‘They further decided, that it was equally plain that Congress intended that tha
inastor should have no other or further fucilities for capturing his slave than those expressed in the law
of Congross 3 and, therefore, no State law can udd to the powers conferred in the act of 1793, It, there-
furo, lol)ows, that he may defend himself against his waster while in this State, tor the obvious reason
that self-defence is a natural right, and there i3 no law having loree within the State ol Qhilvwhich for-
bids its exercise, If his master attempt to arvest himn, the <lve inay defend himsell with so much foree
as may be necessary to protect hiv person and Hberty, 1 the master press upon him, and it becotnes no-
cnssary for his ||trutuctiun. he way Kill his master, or the azents of has inaster, be they many or few, withe
out inquiring whether they cotne from a glave State, or be citizens of Ohio. [t is important that our people
should distinctly understand, that, ift they volunteer to arrest o fuitive slave, they do so at their peril.
I speak with confidence on this puint. ‘There is nothing in the wet of Congress forbidding the slave to
excrcise his natural right of self«lefence § nor does it wmention any penndty lie doing so,  T'he act treuts
him as property merely, and visits upon him no more punishment for killing his master than it would
upon & mule for the satne uct.  'I'he ,mv of Congress settles the rights existing between the master and
the people of the State to which the slave may flee ; but it does not attempt to define the rights existing
between the master and slave,

It follows, therefore, that the slave, when he reaches our territory, becomes at once reinstated i
the enjoyment of all his natural rights which belonged to him while in Africa.  Itis true that we lend
him no protection against his mast r, but we leave hiin to defend himself with all the means in his power,
Hpg may, for this purpose, provide himself with weapons. I there be two or more of thew together, they
may unite their efforts to defend themselves; and in all respeets put forth their physical powers to the
same extent that they could do were they on the soil of their pative land. T am aware that many of ou
?et_}pw wisk 1t wrong to do any thing by which tha slave shall learn his vights,  With such T disagree

€1t were in my power, every person should know his vights the moment he touches our soil. - Ta with.
hold {rom himn this knowledie, would aid his master in regaining him,  We are under no constitutional,
legal, or moral obligation thus to aid the master; therctore, every means we may use for that purpose
makes us partakers of s guilt.  On the contrary, we are under every moral obligation to use all our
eflorts and influence to the advancement of justice and liberty, so far as we can, without offending against
the laws of our country. It is on this principle that ¢very citizen of’ our State, whether he be a judee,
justice of the peace, or any other State oflicer, incurs as mich moral guilt, when he assists a tnaster in
retaking a slave, as he would were he to go with the master to Afriea, and aid him in capturing and
bringing into slavery the inhabitants of that unhappy land. It must be a vitiated *ate of public opinion
that regards them in any other light, The offence against mankindd is the sane in cither case; and 1in-
tend that no false delicacy shall deter me from an unreserved expression of our richts.  One of these
rights 1s to infortn every person within our borders of all his legal privileges. 1 would as soon take from
a slave his physical powers of defence, as I would reb him of his moral power; [ would as soon bind his
body with chains, as I would bind his intellect in ignorance.  But while the slave enjoys these natural
rights, the mastec has his constitutional and legal privileges 3 and these we are bound also to respect and
observe. The taster may enter our State, and pass through it in pursuit of his fugitive slave, and we
have not the constitutional power to prohibit him.  As individuals, we may refuse him admission to our
dwellings, or we may deny him the rights of hospitality ; we may regard him with horror, and teach our
children to detest him 5 but he may, neverthieless, travel our roads, and may arrest his slave in our pre-
sence ; and may bind him, if necessary, and transport him back to the State from whence he escaped.
We have no right to interfere for the slave’s protection, although our sympathies may be excited in his
favor. Qn this subject our faith is pledged, and must not be violated. But while we permit the master
to do this, we do not profect him in doing it. Far from it.  When he enters our State to arrest hig
fugitive slave, so far as they two are concerned, he does it at his own peril, as much as he would if he
were to go to Africa to kidnap a native of that country. 1le has no law to protect him, and must depend
upon physical torce ; yet he must respect the rigits of our peopl®. He must not violate the sanctity of
our private dwellings, nor must he violate the public peace. He may lay ¢ gentle hands” upon the
elqve—-—he may arrest and secure himj; but we are under no obligation to furnish him the use of our
prisons, or to guard his captive for hiin.  If the slave defends himself, the master is not thereby au-
thorized to shoot or kill hum ¢2 he would if in aslave State. Should he do that, it would constitute
murder under our law, for which he would be hanged, the same as though he had killed a freeman.
Ailer he haa arrested the slave, he cannot compel him to perform any menial service whatever, nor
can he legally beat or chastise him. Should lie do this, he may be arvested and punished %r the assault
sud battery. d'he master’s power extends sv far as is necessary o ari est and {ake back his stave; bevond
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this e connot go.  Dut he may do evory thing to effuct this objoct peaceally, llare his rights terminate,

But this he does at his own peri y and if the slavo, in defending himeoll, 'tlll hiv master, it is a inattor

in which wohuve no cunoern, Ycet he must not do it wantonly or unnecessarily,  Should he bent o his

;:l_utn:ﬂ anltl. whilo the master is retreating, shoot him, that, too, wauld be murder, and wo should then
ang tho slgve,

These are somo of tho rights of the master, and of the slave, whilo within our State ; and it will bo
obsorved by ovory readoy, thyt it iv a matter entively befroeen themselves, It iy a subject in which our
rﬂoplﬂ are under no ob ignFu:; to inteptero. I the slave deive L ck the master whoen attompting to arrest

iim, there is no moral or 1 duty resting upon us to step in to the waster’s aid, 'hero is no such
stipulation contained in our Constitution. The patriots who framed that charter of Amorican liberty,
iude no guch degrading compromise for the people of the free States. Yet, by the Coustitution, our
State is mado the race ground over which the tnaster moy pursve his slaye ; and inay use vvery means to
arrest him that an officer may nse to arrest o citizen on legu) process. Thero js this distinetion, however,
botween the mastor and officer ; we profeet tho officer hut not the master.  For a persun to resist an ofli-
cer, in tho oxecution ot process, is critninal under our law. Not so with the slave, he may defend hime.
solf precisaly as he woyld in Africa; or as a citizen of our State may defend himngelf against a person
who, without process, attempts to arrest him for crimg, Nop are our people under any more obligation
to assist a ¢laveholder fo catch a slgve here, than they gre to go to Alvica to aid him in kidnapping. In-
fleed, il you wil} show me a man who, Anowing his rights, will aid a master in catching a sluve in this
State, I will show you g man who would go to Africa ond aid in kidnapping tho people there, and bring.
ing them into slavery, provided he could do so without incurring danger of the halter. Or, if you will
show e a juilge, or justice of the peace, or other State officer, wha, Anowing his rights, will aid insend-
ing a fugitjve back into slavery, or in dutaininf pne for further proof of hig beimf a slaye, I think I hazard
Jittle in saying, that for the same fees he would send yoy or me into bondage, it he had the power to do so.

Yet 1t is § hymiliating fact, that, in 1839, our Demogratio Legislature attemptod, by legal enactiment,
to make our State officers and citizens the cajchpoles of southern slaveholders, [ say they attempled
to do this: for, by the decision of the supreme court, above referred to, all such Statu laws are declared
¢ UNCONSTITUTIONAL AND voID.” Noutwithstanding they were then told that such acts would be
void, they gravely vccupied their time, and expended the money of our citizens, in devising the beat
mode of catching slaves. They used all thetr power and influence to involve you and ine, and our peo-
plﬁ generally, in the guilt, the disgrace, and expense of slavery. In this they violated the Constitution
of the United States, as well as that of our own State. .

And now, Mr, Editor, anti-slavery men ask that the party, thc men, who enacted this law, should
receiye the ful] benefit of their servility. They desire that public sentiment should be expressed
thmugh Qur public papers. ‘That this law be repe.led.® That our State be relieved from the disgrace-
ful attitude in which it now stands. That the subject of fugitive slaves be left where the Constitution
and laws of the United States have placed it. And can there be any difference of opinion, of. this sub.
ject, between Whigs and anti-slavery men ? Is there a Whig editor in our State, who will hesitate ta
raise his voice against this disgraceful law ?  And to maintain the clear, absolute, and indisputable right
of our people, to be entirely free and exempt from the guilt, the disgrace, and expense of catehing fugi.
give slaves ? ' ' PACIFICUS,

“'_

NUMBER IIL
SUPPRESSION OF DOMESTIC ViOLENCE,

The framers of our Federal Constitution set forth, in the preamble of that instrument, the objecta
for which it was enritered into. One of those objects is ¢ TO SECURE TO OURSELVES AND PUSTERITY
THE BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY.” Mr. Webster, in his late letter to Lord Ashburton, says, ¢ Slavery
exists in the southern States of this Union undey the guaranty of vur Federal Constitution.”—The pat-
riots who framed the Copstitution, declared their object was ¢ to secure the blessings of Liberty.” Mr.
Webster affirms that they ¢¢ guarantied slavery.” Did Madison and Washington, and Frauklin say one
thing, and do another, or ig M:. Webster mistaken in the pssertion contained in his lettzr 2 1f this doc-
trine of Mr, Webster be correct, it follows, of course, that the free States are involved in all the guilt,
disgrace, and responsibility of slavery ; and the position assumed in my first cotamunication, ¢ that the
frec States are no inore liable to support slavery, than the slave States are to abolish it,” 1s erroneouns
and unfounded.—This doctrine of Mr. Webster is often asserted by southern slaveholders, as well as by
northern men, who appear anxions to impress our people with the idca that the frez States are thus sub-
sidiary to the slave States, apd involved in all the hateful consequencesof slavery. 1 will pot call such
pen dough faces; with them J haye nothing to do; my business is with their arguments. Our country
and posterity will hold them responsible for their attempts to induce our people to yield up rlhe}r own
constitutional rights, and to become the voluntary supporters of slavery, qnd lllt?. slave tmde._ r 0 arouse
our people tp the investigation of our constitutional rights in regard to this subject, and to 1nspire them
'{? a patriotic and firm maintenance of our interests and honor, is the duty of the public press, and of pub.

iC men. ’ .

To the people of Ohio, and of the free States, I declare thig doctrine unsupporied by any clause in
our Constitution. Ivo such guaranty is found ia that instrument. The patriots who {ramed that ¢ bond
of Union,” made no such degrading stipulation on the part of northern freemen. If that instrument had
contained any clause susceptible of a doubtful construction, in this respect, all will agree, that it would,
and ought to be so construed, as ¢ o sccure the blessings of liherty,” rather than to perpeluate slavery.
But there is po clauge that can, in the opinion of the writer, be deemed doubdiful, or that by any
strained copstriction, can be said to guaranty slavery. The 4th scction of the 4th article is, however,

" #Thelaw has baen repealed since the above was first published.

L]
-*
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?tlnlm\ in support of tho doctrine reforved to, It ronds a9 follows ¢ ¢ The United States ahall guaranity
o cvery Stafe in this Union, a republican form of Government, and shall protect them ajainst invialon,
and on ap lication of the exocutive, whon the Legisluture canhot be convenud, aguinst domestic vios
{ence.” "Tho word guaranty is used ift corfiiexion with w “republivan form of ggvcmmmf." and dot
{vith sluvory, It can hardly ho expuocted that arly one will suppose these terins to bo synonymous. [t is
bolieved, howover, that thowy who didhiere o the doctrine nuw contemled agninst, rely upon tho lost
tlawso, which pledges the prrotuction of the Uniited Stutes against ¢ dunfestic violence,” '

The history concetiing tho itfsertion of this provisiot i (hiss Iir 1780, the ¢f Shay's rebellion
broke out in the Stato of Massachusetts, ‘This insdreection threatened the overthifow, not only of the
government of thtat Stute, but portended the dewnlall of all the other State governments.—While they
waore thus ondangered, it was {Ii!l{“{n"l!l‘ull that 1o aothority exieted in the old urticles of confedetution, b
which the troops of ote Stutd dould be ctuployed to suppress un imurrection i anuther,  This dif-
ficulty guve tise to the adoption ot this elause for suppressing domestic violemce,  Muossachusetls wos
then the only State that lim‘l abotished slavery. Nt this history it in diflicult (o trace out any imtention
to guaranty sldvery. It is impowible to yee how any lewal mind can torture’ thiv elouse into such &
guaranty. Itis simply a provision for suppressing instirrectinns, It applies as much to the free States
n to dlave Stated, and would huve becert adopted, had no stuvery existed in cither of the States. It hay
no relation to tho charaeter of thie insurgents, whether they be black or white; bondmen of freemen,
masters or slaves. I an insureection actually take place, tlm_;:uwur of the Federal Government mist
be employed to put it down, i ilder measures will not effeet that object.  But the Prevident, when
called on oy aid to suppress an insurrection, cannot stop to inguire inte the cause fdom which it aroye.
He is entirely unauthorized to withhold such aid, in case it urise from the abolition of slavery, The
truth is, the Federal Constitution considers slaves us persons; and draws no dJistiriction in regard fo the
character of the insurgents,  When the United States troops arrive upon the theatre of action, thoy mntst
direct their efforts to suppressing the violence, Tt is their duty fo stay all persons found in arms against
the public tranquility. "The master and slave fichting side by side azainst the public aithority, must
both be slain witheut distinetion, and without tquiring into their relations to each other.

When the violence is suppressed, the duty of the troops wall be pertformaed.  1F, then, every <lave
in the mation peaceadly lenves his master, and starts for Caxapa, there is no power in the Federal
Government to send our troops after thetn, or to set themn as a euard o prevent therr escapoe. The duty
of the Presudent, and ol the troopa, is to suppress the violenee, qrd not to support slavery. Such escape
of slaves would prove atotul abolition of slavery.  Where then would be the guaranty?  Bot suppdso
the slaves engage in, and continue the violenee 3 it will then be ¢ duty ol our troopm to slay them.
Would such Ailling of staves be asupport of sheeery ! 1t would be « taran dbelition of slavery, and if all
the slaves be thus slain, slavery would he aboltshed (for no new importations can be made under our
Inws).  Where then will be our gnarants 2 Awain if the slaves should stubbornly refuse to labor or to
ohey their masters, they would thereby work the ale 'iticn of slavery.  Baot would such act obligate the
Federal Govermment to furnish obedient sepvants ? . ¢ shonld they commit sutcide, and thereby abolish
the institution, would the United States beeotnne Lable as euarantors ? Or, were they to pursue a cotirse
of secret destrnetion of their master's property, and thns cwmnpel their owners to emancipate them, could
the slaveholders demand indemnity of the Federal Government 2 Or, should the slaves pursue any
other course which would inevitably destroy that institution, would the Fedeml Goveramuent be held
responsible 7 [ apprehend but one answer can be given to these interrogatories.  But some politicians
give 3 more loose and indefinite construction to this section.  They lnld that, as Congress is bound to
lend 2 protection when called on to suppress domestic violence, it is their duty, in ume of peace, to
provide arms, troops, and fortitications tor that purpose, awd to have them so disttibuted ds to imtimidate
the slaves to obedience. It this construction be correct, it is certairily ome that was not foreseen or in-
tended by the frainers of the Constitution. It it be correct, the frecmen of the nortls may be taxed to
erect a forfilication on every piantation sotith of < Mison and Dixen’s line,” and to furnish a body
guartl fo every slaveholder and overseer in the United States.  Indeed, such construction would render
it the tlut}"uf onr treetnen of the noith to go to the slave States, amd act as life-cuards to the slaveholders,
B_ut there 1s, i this section, no authotity tor the Federal Governmeut to act on the subiecet until actual
'"”ff""!-" takes pluce.  ‘The President cannot order out the tronns of the United Sfates to suppress an in-
surrection, even when actiral violence has ocenurred, unless s aid be invoked by the State authority.a
Every reader will sve that two things ate necessary 2 atthorize the President to intertere—

st _'l'}mre must be actual vielence.

21, “There must be a demand of aid from the Federal Governinent by the State duthoritics.

Without these the President has no pmver to act, 11 violence arise; it is the privilege of the State
governinent to suppress it, arkd to enforce their own laws, if they please.—In such case the President has
no power to onder the troops of the United States into the field,  tf the slaéeholders anticipate violence
from their slaves, they are at full liberty to remove all danger by emancipating them. But the President
has no power to send our troops to the slave States to guard the masters and overseers, while they whip,
and scourge, and torture their slaves, to campel them to luoor for the support, and to prutnote the hixury,
of their owners.  Yet such is, substantially, the doctrine avowed and inculcated by sogie uorthern pohie
ticians, as wel.‘_as southern slaveholders 3 and the question comes hotne to our editors artd public men;
wwhether such views shall be pressed upon the public mind, withcut examinatton and contradiction ?

3 l. have now examined the only clavse in our Constitution relicd upen by those who urge fhat
slavery exists in the southern States urdet the taraniy of our Federal compact.  The doctrini- hag
no fﬂllmlatlpn except in the servile disposition of those who appealr anxious to 1volve the people of the
free Stated in the guilt and dishonor of an institution, with whiely we are const:tationally unconnceeted.
. Mr. Webster, probably, without deliberation mi elose examination of the sibject, aveote his lottef of
directions tu Mr_'. Evu_rpu, under the dietation of o slavebolding Prosident, eoving to that minister ondors
to exert our national IGllucnce, to obtain indemnity e the slave dealers who elaimed the cargo of ¢! &
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(‘revle.  1n this tnanner ho invelvod the peopla of the free States in the disgrnco of that accursed teafile
{n hutnan ﬂuuh.. Having donoe this, it becatno necessury that ho sheuld sustain tho dectrine in hiy cor-
respondence with Lord Ashburton.  In bis lotter addressed to that tunctionary, upon the subjeet of thu
Ctreole, ho substuntinlly doclaves tho people of the thee States to be the guarantors of stuvoery, and tho
supportens of the slave taude, which they execrate wid detest. ‘Thin saying of Mr. Webster will bo
quoted by llmguumls of northern doughtnees, to establish this unfoundod doetrine.—It is believed thut
uvur{ such ctloit, to commit ug to the support of wlavery, shoulid by promptly met, and exposed by our
public press. P'hicy aro attempty to surrender up our constitutionn! vights, and should be discarded b
overy fl‘ll!!ld (:l: liberty, und hly every lover of his country,  On this point, it would seam that no dil-
furel‘lcu of sentument could eXist among our people, whether they belong to the Whig, the Demnceratic,
or Liborty party.  Allare desirous that our press and public men shoult spesk torth, in plainund respocts
ful language, our constitutional rights. "They neither wish nordesive that language, offensive to southorn
men, should be employed.  On the contrary, they would have them treated with respoct and kindness,
It is proper that the public mind should be tully inforimed in regard to our rights.  And that these rights
should bo respectiully and firmly maintained. Is there o Whig who would not do this ?  Is there an
editor or elector in tho Whig runks, who feels too delicate to assert our vights, or too patriotic to main.
tain them 2 1 make these romarks in consequence of the teeling o often expressed, that the agitation
of our rights i dmpelitic. 'I'he idea is one which should meet with universal disapprobation.— e ought
never to remain ailent when our righty und interests ave invaded.
~ Having examined the two paragraphia in our Constitution, which are quoted to prove that wo arc
involved in the support ot slavery, I trust the reader will ba prepared to say with me, that the Federal
(iovernment, and the free States, have the constitutional right to be separate and totally exompt from
the support of slavery and the slave trade ; and that this right is as supreine, ubsolute, and unconditivnal,
a3 is the right of the slave States to maintain them.

In my noxt 1 shall ask the attention of my readers to some of the instances in which their rights
have been invaded. PACIFICUS.

NUMBER [V,
VIOLATION OF THE CONSTITUTION FUR THE SUPPORT OF SLAVERY,

Mn. Forror: In my first communication,§ stated that, by our Federal Constitution, the free States
poasessed ¢ the gbsulutn and unqualificd right of hoing exempt and entirely free from the erpense, the
guilt, and the disgrace of slavery and of the slave trade.” To establish this principle beyond all doubt
or cavil, has been the object of my second and third numbers.  Havine thus disposed of that part of iy
subject, I shall now proceed to call the attention of my readers to some few ol the instances in which
the people of the free States have been unconstitutionally involved in the erpense of that institution ;
reserving, for a future number, all reference to the Zuilt and disgrace which has been forced upon us, in
order to sustain and cncourage slavery. This I‘ml‘licu of HHHTHiIIiIIg Hlil.'t'l'l‘}' at the expense 1 i eon.
venience of the people of the free States, had its origin in the days of our revolution. — In 1780, the au-
thorities of South Carolina sent a confidential agent to inform Congress that their State could turnish no
troops to defend her territory against the British forces, as it was necessary that her men should all re-
main at home to defend their fandlies and friends against their slaves in case of insurrection. (Viude
gecret Journal of Cungress.) Under these circumstances, troops were taken from the northern States,
to defend them against the British, while they defended themselves against their slaves, and compelled
them to labor for the benefit of their masters.  In this way seuthern plantations were rendered productive,
while those of the north were left destitute of laborers, and the burden of supporting slavery was thrown
almost entirely upon the northern States. By the subsequent adoption ot the Constitution, slavery wasg
made sfrictly a State instilution. 1t burdens to be borne by such States as continued them, whilu
those States, who preferred to do ¢a, had an equat right to be excmpt fromn all its evils, by cmancipating
their slaves. Yet the practice of throwing the burden of supporting slavery upon the nation at large,
thereby involving the {ree States in it3 expense, has eontinued down to the present day.  These burdens
have been cast upon the people of the free States : Firstly, by appropriations made by Congress for the
direct and avowed purpose of sustaining slavery and the slave trade. And, secondly, by such action of
the exccutive and lemslative branches of governinent, as was caleulated, eventually, to produce that
effect, and, in some instances, the refusal of Congress ami the Exceutive toact, lest such action would
relieve the people of the free States from this burden.

To the first branch of this propesition, [ shall devote fhe present number.

Our first treaty, formed with the Creck Indians, waa signed 7th Augzust, 1790. It contained a stipu-
lation on the part of the Indians to surrender up all negroes then in their Lerrvitory.

The same stipulation was contained in nearly all onr subsequent treatics with that savage nation.
I regret that the limits, prescribed to mysclf;, will not adimit of detail, and I will here state, that if any
reader shall call for details on any point etnbraced in these essays, I will inost cheerfully give them here-
after, This covenant of the Indians to surrender up newroes, was connected with stipulations to perforin
other acts, and the exact amount paid for surrendertng negroes is therefore unknown,  For the violation
of this clause of the treaty, we compelled them to pay to the slaveholders of Georgla, at one time, two
hundred and fiftv thousanddollars. T think it a fair estirnate, to set down the sumn paid to that nation,
for the purpose of inducing themn to return fugitive slaves, at three hundred theusand dollars.—In our
treaty with the Florida Indians, cencluded at Camp Monltrie, in 1823, we agreed to pay them six thqus-
and dollars, and an annuity of five thousand dollars for twenty years. The Indians, on their part, stipu-
lated ¢ 2o be active and vigilant in preventing fugitive slaves from passing through their country, and
in apprehending und returning to thuir masters such as shonld seck an asylum among them.”’—Otlicial
reports and docuinents, now on file in the War Department, show, beyond contradiction, that the F'lorida
war was commenced and prosecuted for the purpose of regaining lugitive slaves, and to prevent further
ejcapes of that ¢lass Hf]l{‘-i 111[(;_
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Tho oxpenno of this war iv extimuted at forty mitlions of dollara.

Aftor tho close of the late war with Great Britain, our Government demailed of that nation cotryent.
antion, tor tho awnom, ol siucl slaves an escaped to their anny during hostilition,  The demad wasf re.
winted, and yonrs of diplomatic ofliet were omployad in extorting frotn them the price of Liberty tine
gainad by our follow men, Alter tmuch effort aid expende, we obtained fourteen Aundred (Aovsand
dollara tor the sfuveholders 5 but the people of the free States were taxed to defrey the oxpansg of ob.
taining nidd disteibuting the money, Ll 1428, nnd for nrany yoar submeqiient to that tiime, tho offstts of
our Governinent woere put forth < to prevent the abolition of slavery in the Idat of Cuba, lest the ex.
kinplo might allset the institution it onr southern States.”! - Al an agent was sent there prﬂpnl tha
cmancipation of slaves,  Our people of the free Statey were thas invelved in the evpense of ojpqueing the
liberty of munkind,  In W8, Genernd Juekson marched his anny into Floridas while there, hig sol.
diers, and the {ollowers of his canp, took imany slaves from the people of that teeritory, aml the pwt;::
of the free States have been tased to pay tor tie negroes thus taken.®  (Vide docuinents on file iy
oflice of' the Secretary of the Treasury.)

In 1846, certain fugitive slaves tovk vefuge in the Territory of Florida, and e?ecled a et upon (he
bank of the Almluchimla river. Here they mide their gundens, and cleared their ficlas, amd cultitated
their fartns, General Jacksonw sent orders to General Gatiea, to enter this ternitory of the King of Spain,
to destroy the fort, aml ¢ 2o arrest and return the fugitice sluves to their masters.” A gunicat wat do.
spatehed for the purpose of elfeeting these objects, The fort was cannntraded with htll. thot unhil the
magazine was blowil up, atd two huwdreal! ared seventy men, women, and children seete instantatieonety
muridered in cold bldwl, fur to other erime than that ot preferring tiberty to slavery. A law wae paseed
in Pebruary, 1834, tu pay more than five thousand dodlass to the oficers gnd crew, as a bounty fuf this
destruction of our tellow beings.  Qur people of Ohye, and the other free States, were thut involved 10
the expense of murdering fugitioe stuves, tor the benetit of that institution.

Thoe bill granting this sum, as nonerited bounty for killing alaves, was reported by the ehairmant
of the Naval Comumittee, amd, it iwsaidd, was passed upon their authority without further examination in
the House.  Many of the slave States have Laws mtthorizing ther oflicere o arrest and imprisost free
colored persons who enter their States, and to sell them as shaves, unless the expense of impnsoning
themn be paid,  Many tree colored men in the cmploy of the Unided States, hare been thas imnprisoned,
and the expense pail by Government inonler to releave them,  (Vele reports of comitutives made at the
last session of Congress.)  Much expense his also been incurred by Governinent in sending detachmenta
of lroops amd of the marme corps to imtimidate the sl es of the south to obedience.  These instances
have been treqguent 3 so tnuch so, that othieers, command ne detachinents, do not oven wint foronlers fram
l]li! War DL‘[HH‘(IHL'IIL to march I}h'ir borees jrto iy r:-:,:inn wiiere ;1[1]-1-.1r.t:11'|':l uf iltnurn'rhnn are mmi-
ﬁ.'.-ilul.I Fos ¢ry l't';nll'r 15 WAl Ihul :-thip.-i,, costsed i the slave trade, have hoeott w n-rkﬁl on atx] nhcar
the British West India islands 5 and the slaves, finting themiseives at hberty, have tefused ta peturn.
Our Government has cspoused the canse ot the slave deiders, and have, e many veas, involred the
people of the free States in the expense of obbaiing, fron the British Governtaent, the lose swhich the
slave merchanty sustained by the hberation of thewr slavese Thus have we been taned for the support of
the slave trade. 1 peed not wention the particulors concerning the Creole, They will be reentlcetod
by every reader. More than a humidred theusand deilars have been appropniated for the erection of
prisons in the District of Columbia.—"These prisons have boeen, and stli are, used by slave merchants, ta
confine thetr slaves unttl their carzoes or entiles for southern markets are completed. In a fortner aum.
ber, I referred to the fact, that a Hewoeratic Legislatare of anr own State appropriati<d the money of out
fellow citizens, to pay thetmselvesthesr per dietn, while they diseussed the proper mode nf cafeAing south.
ernt slaves.  These are some of the ipestanees i whaeh the pt'nph' ul the tree Stales have beety stvolved
10 the direet expense of sustinning and supporting shavery.  The @ount cannot be acertained with pre.
ciston. Many have otunated it at ane bundrea melions dediars, or more than onc.eichth part of the
whole sum, evpended by the United States, sinee the adoption of our Federal Canstitition, includhing
the expense of the late war with Great Britam. Fhey anelade, i such estimate, the exponse of re-
moving soitaern o bans, and the aount padion the parchase of Fionda and Lonisiana, <The protee.
tion of slavery, donhtless, enteri-d into and formed a pan of e abjocts attamed by these purehades and
the removal ol the Inbans.  But the weiter is uawilitng 19 e toraan!, upon hue own jespanability,
any ostitnate that alucts of desnte or arcument. “The amwsiet (s immense when viewed m the o
favorable bt Yet the aduse conests mothe elear ani palpatie violation of onr eonstittional nghts,
mthfw than tn the nwnber of dotlars and cents taken trom onr pockets, aned approphiated o the supgort
ol slavery.

The Constitution Las been viclatid s and these violations have become e frequent,as to ereate
alarm wnong onr patriots and sagoss (Vide Mo Adans” late spevell ot Brasntree ) The witer, how.
ever, considers the most alartming circumstance to e the betlect stlenee of o northern pn-;:_ armd our
northern stateswen and pohiticins, un fer the imliction of these abnes and violation of the Constitulion,
anl of our nedits and interestsc We hate sihmatted to them <o leag, amd so patrently, that many of cut
peaple begin to ent srtain the opin on that we are constitutionally bome! to contribiite a portion of our
stastance, accumulated by our tadl and Labor, to enable the slavehol-bers of the south to Keep their slaves
i subjection. Sir, this sapancness of the notthern press and worthern men, 18 shworthy of the de-

* lu the Inet elanse of the 8th atticle of onr treaty with Spam, entered into i 1320, the mied States agreed (o pay
tlfl‘ ﬁjﬂllliﬂl? uieers, ad the provate sposa-lo oineena, B ald proporty ios? by (Ar movements of tAe lole Jdmeyyrcn cremy
Filonida,” <y reference of the ipitestion to the ate Atiories lh'n;'rll. Feity Gramdy, that otBeer Eraveiy dhenird, Ut
Flavey were property, nand e substantoghy decided aleo, that ffealing nesrors conisittigt < a portion of the niicy s v Bls Of out
tate anmy dn Florida, 1pon the aumthoray of this opiiton, Seeretary Voosdbury puid for the negioesw, Al no oSt
Secretary ad ever entettianed such in YU DART Y ) N

{ Hon, Tsane Tuney, a demorrudiv tejacsintatite from Conneeticnt, was the anthor of the bill,
P Most appaintmients in the auny angd navy, e I slavelioldig Presdents, are tiom the sontly
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scandants of our revolutionary fathers. Furthor abusecs ahould bo revisted.  While we pay all powible
deferonce to tho rights of the sluve States, wo surely ought to mnintain our own,  Wa shouid stand tpon
thu steict lino of the Coustitution.  Wa ought not to pormit our southiern brothron to invado our rights,
while we should bo equally careful not to encronch upon theim. | PACIFICUS

NUMBER YV,

VIOLATIONS OF THR CONNTITUTIUN CONTINUED.

Mr. Eptronr: In my laat communication, 1 referred to sume of the instanees in which the money,
collected from our people of the free States, had beun appropriated directly to the support of slavery.
It is now my purpose to refor to sono instances in which the puu[‘rlu of the free States huve been come
pull;}d to suffor pecuniary inconvenionce and loss, for the benefit of the slaveholding interests of tho
south,

It is more than forty years since the people of avti, following the example which wo had set
them, achieved their independonce, and establish a government of their own.—By their acts of valor
and patriotism, they became a9 tnuch entitled to a rank amonyg the governtnenty ol the earth, us wo did
by our revolution. Thia claitn has been ackuowledged by France and Fngland, und, indeed, vo fur ua 1
am informed, by ull the civilized nations of the carth, except the United States,  So ar troin recognising
the government of Hayti, at an carly day we passed a Inw to suppress all commercinl interconrse be
tween our people and the people of that lsland,  (Vide act of Congress, approved 28th Febraury, 1806.)
'This was done because tho people had, most of themn, been slaves § and it was designed to withhold
from them our provigsions in order to bring upon them famino and distress, lest their example might in-
duce tho slaves in our southern States to assert their liberty. [t is {ruo that a hazardouns and uncertain
trude has existed between our people of New England and those of Hayti, but we have been virtually
cut off from the profits and advantages of a comumerce with that island, tor the reason that intercoutso
with that people nught allect the slaves of the southern States, and render thein discontented in their
chains of bondage, Most of this time we have been virtually excluded from the commerce of the British
West India Islands.  In the mesntitne Hayti bas oflered to our merchants golden teinptations for their
American produce. These temptations they were compelled to furego i order that the southern slaves
might be held in ignorance of their rights.  Our farmers of Ohio have been denied & market for their
wheat, flour, beef, pork, and other produce, in order to maintain such a state of ignorance in the slave
States as would enable the masters to hold their slaves in subjection.

I have already alluded to the fact that, by a law existing in tnost of the slave States, colored seamen,
when they arrive in port, are liable to be geized and imprisoned, lest their presence might create a de-
sire for liberty amony the slaves. 1t the persons thus itnprisoned are found unable to pay the extravagant
charges for their arrest and imprisonment, they are to be svld into slavery,  These procecdings have
operated as a tax upon the commerce of our northern Siates.  Thus have onr interests heen made to sub-
serve the interests of slavery. In this way the Federal Government has extended its fostering care over
that institution, at the expense of the people of the free Statey.  For forty years we have thus been ren-
dered tributary to the slave States. Qur Government still refuses to enter tnto commercial relutions
with that of Hayti, and the interests of our shipowners, our sailors, vur merchants, our mechanies and
farmers, are depressed and discouraged, in order that ignorance and slavery may bhe prolonged in the
south, And where are our statexmen or our editors, of either party, who hnldly denounce this flagrant
abuse of northern interests and northern rights 7 Nay, I appeal to every thinking, candid man, to say
whether a frank and temperate maintenance of our rights on this subject has not been regarded as uncon-
stitutional and dishonoralie by a portion of our people of the north ?  So lony, so tamely and sileutly,
have we been accustomed to yvield up our interests lur the benefity of slavery, that an ¢pen assertion of
our rights, and support of our interests, 1s regarded with distrust and jealousy,

In 1816, our people of the [ree States were deeply engaged In coramerce ; our ships naviguted
every sea ; our sailors were numerous ; our merchants were enjoying a profitable commerce ; our farimers
were encouraged by a ready market for their praducts.  The war, then but jast closed, had left our na-
tion in debt; a hundred millions of dollars was to be raised, beside the current expinses of Government,
Southern statesmen considered that the interests of the slaveholding States wonld be promoted by fevy-
ing this vast sum upon the commerce of the free States.  The cornmand was given, and the blow wae
struck. ‘Twelve thousand scamen were turned out of employ, comimnerce was enippled, and thousands
of our ship owners and merchants were ruined, and the industry of the north was, for a season, paraly2eil
for the purpose of relieving the slave States of their due proportion of our publie debt and the eapenses
of Governinent.

At length our people of the north gradually conformed to the tariff of 1816, and sulweqnent amend-
ments. They vested their fortunces, accumulated by industry and economy, in the factories designed to
supply our nation with such fabrics as were deemed necessary to the comfort of our people. Qur la-
borers again found employ. Industry was encouraged.  Onr farmers of Ohio found a ready market for
their produce ; prosperity again checred every department of society in the free States,  Our publie
revenues were ample.  Our national debt was paid off; our harhor improvements, the improvement of
our river navigation and our Cumberland road, were going forward with rapidity, when the slaveholding
inijucnce became dissatisfied, and threatened a dissolution of the Union. One of the slave States ar-
rayed its military forces to oppose thia northern prasperity, and to reduce the Federal Government to
the necessity of changing its policy for the fancied purpose of forcing prosperity upon the slave States, in
defiance of that law of Providence which has ordained that it shall never resnlt from oppression and vice.
The compromise act of 1833 was nothing more nor less than the mandate of southern statesmen, by which
they directed that our harbor and river itnprovements should cease 3 that the sale of Ohjo wheat, flour,
pork, and beef, in New England, should stop @ and that cur furmers should be deprived of a home war-
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kot for thoir ptoduco ; that the manufacturers of Now England should be ruined ; that hundreds of
thousandy of Iaburors should be tarned out of empluy ; that the revenues of Government shionld be struck
down ; that a nationul delit should be fncurred, public erdit impaired, and privato credit ruined, for tho

urpose of sustaining and encouraging the interests of the slive States.  'Tho mandute woa obeyed, and
ﬂlu soplo of the freo States have quictly, wnd slmost silently, submitted to the loas of untold illions,
(or tho Doneflt of tho alave Stades.  “The writer would not be understood an saying thess were violations
of the Constitution; butihut they wore an clearly violations of the r:'{qhts of the free States an were tho
appropriations of money for the exprosy purpose ul‘cuplurinp{l'ugitin.-H uves,  Itisthud that our coinmerco
with Hayti has been cut off, and our domestie lnhor has been lelt to competo with the pauper lubor of
Europe, in onler that the interests of the slave States might be protected, sustained, and upheld ut tha
expense of northern freomen,

Under the law distributing the proceeds of the public lands among the several States, a fund wag
provided, by which all our northern States would have extricated themselves from their present cinbare
rivgtnonts, and would have been enabled to complete their internal iinprovements already t;umtnencud.
Our cannls and railroads wounld have given increased facilities to our internal commerce § stimulated our
aycicultural and inechanical laburers to groater effort by oflering greater encourgetnent.  They would
have wided and increased our manufucturers,  They would, in o great degree, have annihilated the space
which now divides the people of New FEngland tromn those of onr western States ; our ussocintions would
have incremased § refinement and taste would have been encouraged ;5 intelligence more rapidly dissetns
inated ; and learning and scienee promoted.  “T'hese advantages, though highly desirble to o free peo-
ple, are dangerous to the interests of slavery, which must ever depend upon the ignorance and stupidity
of the alave poptlation in regard to their eighty, and the means of regaining them. Al these results wera
ctearly scen by that influence which is ever jeatouy of the progress of knowledge, which teaches man to
know the rights tt God had given hita. T heir sacrifice was deemed necoessary to the interest of sluve
ery. A slaveholding President became the willing tnstrument by which the objeet wis eflfected. Con-
sistency, self-respeet, rewson, and the rights of the porthern "states, presented hut slight obstacley to the
attainment of hia purpose.  These advantages to the free States, increasing amd expanding W we Jook
forward to coming titne, were sacriticed by the Federal Govermnent for the purpose of preserving the
nlavchobling influence trom all hazard, Tam aware that a portion of our people consider these subjects
of but little importance.  They urge that all encroachments npon our rights in favor of the slaveholding
interests are to be resisted, but deny that a protective tariff, the distribution of the proccceds of the public
laneds, the improvement of vur harbors, our river navigation, or of the Uumlmrla:u\ road, are of such jm-
purtance as to require their aid and support.

[t these important interests be ahandoned by those swho make the < suppert of northern rights® their
motto, how can they expuect the Iriends of internal improvements, and o tﬂ » tarifl, to unite with them in
matters which they deem of far less pecuniary importance.  If one elass of our northern men will tamely
surrender our peruniary interests, may we not expect that another portion will be as willing to yield up
our Aonor to the demanda of the southern States ? Is there an individual who i3 not perfecty conscious
that such divisions must prove destructive to all our sectional rights 2 It those whose minds dwell
mostly on the moral inthiences of sluvery, and who feel most deeply interested in removingz the moral
desolation it oceasions, abandwn all support of vur pecuniary interests, separate fromn their political
friends, and refuse to co-operate with them ; can they expect, by such scparation, to facilitate the ae.
comnplishment of their own purpases 7 Can any man of reflection suppose that we can extricate our-
sclves from the moral influence of slavery, while it continues to contrnrnur pecuniary interests.

The safety of the free States depends upon preserving the Constitution in its purity, and in the
firm and temperate support of all our rights. It one of our important rights suffer, all must be affected.
They will either stand or fall together.  Division of our friends is itself a sacrifice of our richts.~Union
of our friends will secure our rights and our interests. | am aware that I shall be charged of speaking
mostly in regard to the rights of the north, winle I say but little of those of the south. Rut 1 beg my
readers to understand that the south have not only maintained their own rights, but they have made our
rights subservient to their interests 3 and it has therelore become necessary that nublic attention should
be thus particularly called to the support of the interests and the honor of the free States.

PACIFICUS.
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NUMBER VL
VIOLATIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION CONTINUED,

Mg, Eneron: Having in my two last numbers mude some allusion to the manner in which the peo-
ple ol the free States have been involved in the pecuniary expense of slavers, [ will now proceed to ex-
amine some of the instances in which we Huve been involved in the moral guilt of that institution.

By act of Congress, approved February 27, 1801, slavery and the slave trade in the District of Co-
lumbia were re-established and continued. As some diversity of opinion exists in recard to the power
of Congress over the subject of slavery in that District, it may be well to remark, that the States of Mary-
land and Virginia, by deeds of cession bearing date in 1800, conveyed the territory embruced within the
Lustrict of Columbia to the United States. These decds of cession ea¢h contained a clause providing
that the State laws should continue in force within the territory ceded, untit Congress should accept the
grant.  Congress aceepted the grant, and, from that instant, the State laws ceased to have any force or
eflect within the territorv. It then came under the control of another soverciznty, and, of course, all for-
mer lnws must cease.  When [ speak of former State laws, T refer to all statufe or munieipal laws, in-
cluding the Imws of deacent and distribution, and the laws for the collection of debts and punishing
crimen, as well as the faws of slavery and the slave trade. Al these ceased to exiat the moment Cone
gress accepted the grants. ~Fromn that tine 1o this, there has been no municip:l law in existence within
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sald Disteict cxcr&u acls of Congrean. In ordor that the podple withiti the Distriot ahould stiffor nd it
convonlonco for tho want of jaws, Congresa pnssod tho uct above referred to, By thie luw, tho statutes
formerly in force wore re.onacted, and boecume tho laws of Cungress, and huve beon in force sinco that
timo. In this way sluvery waa re-vstablished, and, by virtuo of this act of Congress, the slave trado is
now continued in tho city that boars tho name of Waminaraxn, Repeal that aef of Congress, und the
alave trado will instuntly be abolished, and slavery will bo donn away forever,  Congross rofuses to ree

ul this law of their own enncting, and by such retusal uplolls the slave tende, with all its horrors, and
ts attondant guilt. DBy virtuo of this luw, pacents are sepurated from their ehildren, hushunds from their
wives, brothers from thoir sisters, and chained to the collle, or placed on bourd the slave whips, aro dess
tined for a southern market, By virtuo of thin law of Congress, all the ties of domestic 3o are severod
by the worcenary trader in human flesh.  Hero the father, in the presonce of his wite and childron, has
boon known to lay violent hands upon himeell, and rush into the preacnico of his God, rather than meot
tho horrors of a sepuration about to be inilicted upon him, under tLu sunction of this Congressional sluve
{rade. Hero within tho walls of the prison, erccted by funds drawn from the peaple of the freo States,
tho mother has been known, in tho unuttorable angulsh of hor soul, to murder tho chillren of her own
hody, to prevent their otherwiso inevitable doom of being exposed to a southern slave markets and then with
honds reeking with the bloodof her uﬂﬁ?ring, to gever the thread of her own existence, rather than meet the
torturcs of that ¢ oxecrublo commercr,” nuw carvied on under the sanction of this law, passed and suae
tainod by votes of northern representatives.®  Petitions ore forwanled every year to Congress, praying
that body to repeal this law, and thereby releaso tho people of the north from the soul-sickening guilt
stttenndant upon this trade in suflerlng humanity.  Yet theso petitions are treated with contempt, and we
aro coropelled to continue involved in ita turpitude, fearing that our release from it would affect the in-
tercat of the alavedealers, 'T'o provent our release from this guilt, every Democratic member of Congress
from Ohio has, for years, united his influence and ellurts with the slaveholders of the south.  Indeed,
they have stood beforo tho world as * the Swiss Guards” of the slavedealera; ready, on all occasions, to
fight the battles of thoso who follow a traflic condemned und oxecrated by the civilized world—curacd of
God, and hated by man, I will not occupy time by oany thing more than a mero reference to the face
that slavery and the sluve trude exists in the Territory of Florida, under the sanction and approbation of
the Congress of the United States,t In the guilt of thus sustaining and continuing the institution in
that Territory, the people of the free States ave deeply involved, while their petitions; to be relieved from
such guilt, aro indignantly scouted from the halls of legislation by their servunts in the House of Repre-
ntatives.

In a former number I referred to the fact that the Exceutive of the United States has put forth our
national influence for many years “ /o prevent the abolition of sluvery in the Ilund of Cuba,” fur the
reason that “ the sudden emancipation of a numerous population could not but be very sensi {y felt
upon the adjacent shores of the United Stalest How far these eflorts of our Government have jinvolved
us in the guilt of slavery and of the slave trade, as they have been cacried on there for the last fitteen
years, [ am unable to determine. I refer to facts, and leave them for the cousideration of the reader.

'The troops of the United States have often been called on to support the institution of slavery by the
direct interposition of our arms. More than five hundred slaves were captured by our army in Floriua,
and returned to a state of interminable slavery.  (Vide ex. doc, 45, of last session of Congress.) Thus
the peaple of the free States have been involved in all the guilt of enslaving our fellow men, in order that
the slaveholders may bave the lenefit of their labor.

In my fourth number I referred to the manner in which a fort within the Territory of Florida was
blown up, and two hundred and seventy men, woinen, and children were murdered by the erew of a gun-
boat detached from our naval force, for the sole purpose of rubbing them of their lives, {or no other reason
than that they were unwilling to be robbed of their liberly. 'I'his murder, unparalleled in the history of
any free and enlightened government on earth, was committed by pemsons in our employ—by our agents,
acting in our name and by our authority. We were thus involved in the guilt of violently sending two
hundred and seventy of our fellow beings to their final doomn, in order that slavery may continue and

rosper.
d s The deep damnation of their taking off”’ rests on us—on the people of the free States, as well ag
on those of the slave States,

In the general support which our Governmnent has given to slavery, they have involved oar people
of the free States in the general guilt of that institution, The late census has given us some Interesting
data by which the number of lives annually sucrificed among the slaves may be estimated with an -
proximation to truth. It has heen saild by some intelligent slavcholders, that the most profituble time in
which ¢ fo use up a slave, was seven years.,” By this it 1s umderstood that the holder may make more
profit from his slave by driving him so hard as to make the avernge length of life among his slaves no
more than seven years after they reach maturity. By comparing the number of deaths, between the apes
of twenty and forty, among the slaves of the south und the laborers of the north, some opinion may be

_—_

» Every Democratic member ftom Ohio has, for ycars, opposed all attempts to repeal this lasw, or to stop the tradlic in
alaves.

1Sincu the puhlicatinn of this article, an uur-_mpt has been tonide in Cﬂlm’rll_ﬂﬂ to 1liﬁnppn]re of & territorind Inw of [*‘lnrirfn,
which authorizes the sale into slavery of such free colored persuns iy comae drdo any port of that territory,  he Tvw way
wustaitted by every Democratic meuther fram Qe i well /s e of thise Tromn the Tree States, whnse constitiients wi "
therehy become hable to be sold inty interninable bondage.  (Vade Journal of the House of Representatives of the S or
January, 1842,

{ Sce letier of My, Van Buren, Secretary of Statey to Mr. Van Ness, our minister in Spain. Octoher 22, 1249,
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formed as to tho numbor of ingrdors by the nhuse of sluves it the United States,  The writer speaks front
momory whoen ho states, that such comparisons show that four bumdred thousand human lives have boon
sacrificed to tho Moloch of sluvery within the United States between 1890 and 1810, In the guilt of
theso wholesalo murdors the peoplo of the fres Btates have been involved, in just such dogreo us they
havo lent their influonco and ald in supporting thut institation.  Every tnan who uscs his Influence to
withhold from our peaplo n knowledge of theso facts, and of their rights to bo exempt from this incons
ceivable amount of guilt, becomen aceensory to tho murders thus committed. Our public men and editors,
who endoavor to suppress tho agitation of our rights on this subject, becomo voluntary participators in
shedding this rivor of bloed, tho stains of which centuries will not wash fromn our nutional escutcheon,

I might refer to numerous instances in which tho pm:}llu of the free Btates hiave been involved in tho
guilt of sluvery and the slave trade; but I havo mentivned cnough to serve as examples, My object has
been to show my readers the mannor in which their constitutionnl rights to remnin free from the guilt
and moral turpitudo of slavery, have been invadad, I the Federal Government had abolished slavory in
cvory Stato of this Union, the outrage upon the Constitution would have beon no greater, than has been
that of involving the people of tho free States in the base wickedness of slavery and of tho slave trade,—
Yet, Mr. Editor, our public press, and public men, have not only remained supinely inactive under theso
positive violations of tho Constitution and of our rights, but they have been ubsolutely stlent.

One of our great political partirs has constantly aided in the perpetration of those outrages upon the
people, while it munt be acknowlrdged that the other has exhibited entirely too much insensibility to our
wronga; although their votes and acts, for some years pust, have demonstrated to the world on unwilling-
ness entircly to yield up our blood-bought privileges. This servile yielding up of the Constitution, as
well a8 the rights and interests of the free States, will gain no favor among the people for cither party.
No southern patriot will demand it; no northern patriot will silently submit to it. If our Union be
maintained, it will be by supporting the Constitution, not by violoting it. By maintaining the rights
both of the north and of the south, not by trampling upon those of either section. T'he south must bo
permitted to maintain their slavery wh'le they wish to do so; the north must be permitted to enjoy its
frecddom uncontaminated and unpolluted by the guilt of sluvery. ‘Fhe political party that throws its in-
fluence into the support of «ll these rights, will ho sustained hy the people; while the party that cither in-
vaules the rights of tho south, or supinely surrenders up those of the north, will be found wanting, when
weighed in the bulance of public sentiment. PACIFICUS,

NUMBER VIL
VIOLATIUNS OF THE CONSTITUTION—CONTINUED.

Mr. Eprror: I proceed to notico, briefly, some of the instances in which the people of the free
States have been involved tn the disgrace of slaverv.  In my first number [ atluded to the unanimous de-
claration by these States of the self-evideal truth, S TIIAT MAN 18 BORN FREE, AND 18 ENDOWED
BY HIS CREATOR WITH THE INALIENABLE RIGHT OF LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF
HAPPINESS.” Every act of our Federal Government, which denies to our fellow men these rights,
exhibits to the world an inconsistency, and renders us obnoxious to the charee of hvpocrisv. The first
act of gross inconsistency, on the part of the Federal Government, was the act of Congress, approved 27th
February, 1801, by which slavery and the slave trade were re-established, continned, and are now sup-
Eorted in the District of Columbia. Under that law, the people of the free States have for forty vears

een involved in the disgrace of the slave trade, which, during that period, has been carried on in the city
of Washington.

At an early day, it was found that the slaves of the south escaped to the British West India islands,
to Mexico, and to Canado.  Qur Government espoused the cause of the slaveholdsrs, and opened a cor-
respondence with Great Britain and Mexico, in order to abtain an armngement with those Governments:
for the return of such staves ; thus endeavering to make the Federal Government an:d the free States the:
protectors of slavery, and holding out to the world that it was a national institntion, in palpable violation
of the constitution, and of every dictate of justice  In 1833 the people of Florida sent a representation
to General Jackson, that the slaves of that Territory, and of the adioining States, were In the habit of
fleeing from their masters and taking refuse with the Seminole Indians. Our troops, paid by the Federal
Government in money drawn from the people of the north, were ordered there, ant were fiterally made:
the catchpoles of slaveholders 5 thus making the capture of fugitive slaves the business of the nation, and
involving the people of the free States in its disgrace. 1 mentinned in a former number the fact that, by
order of the War Department, a gunboat went up the Apalachicola river fur the purpose of destroying 1
fort in which fagitive slaves had taken refuge, and that two hundred and seventy human beingswere mur-
dered in cold blood by the agents of our Government, paid hy the freemen of the north.

In this extraordinary transaction, our people of the free States were ittvolved in the diszrace of mur-
dering fuaitive sinves.

The efforts which onr Government put forth toobtain indemnity for the owners of slaves who escapedt
to the British army during the Jate war, led that nation, and the civilized world, to believe that slavery
was a national institution, sustained by the free States s well as the slave States, and we were conse-
quently involved inall the odium of slavery.  T'he exertions of our Governiment to prevent the abolition
of slavery in Cuha, nnd thus to stop the prorress of human Liberty, involved the people of the free States
in all the disgrace attached to that extmordinary transaction.  ‘I'he spirited manner in which our Govern-
ment espoused the cause of the slave dealers, who owned the cargoes of the Comet and Encomium,
brought upon the people of the free States all the ignuniny attached to the supporters of - the slave trade.

But the honor of the free States hias suffored most deeply from the restraints placed upoen our peaple
by the force of pnblic sentiment among curselves.  This stafe of public opinton oviginated in the patriot.
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lom of tho ttorthern States.  Prior to the formation of our Constitution, oyt people fult tho absolute na-
cessily of o confodorated Govornmont, with more minple powers than existed undoer the old confedorntion:
To obtuin this, thoy were ready and willing to inake encrifices.  Guoorgin amnd South Carolinn would not
adopt tho Constitution, unless they were pormitted to follow tho slave trade for twonty youars § to this tho

northern Status roluctantly consentud, in order to bring them into tho Union.  The north also consented

to pertnit tho south to bo represonted in Congress in proportion to thy mounber of their vlaves, and to pur-
sue their fugitive slaves into tho froe States, und arrost und carry them back, Thewo concossions wore

sacrifices of northorn sentitments and rorthern intorests, mude for the gurposo of obtaining a more offi

cient govornment, in ordor to strengthon ad perpotunto the institutions of our country.  In this manner
tho Constitution was ptirchased by the tree States,  Sittee the adoption of the Constitution, we have bhoen
constantly called on to muke further sucriflces to purchase ite continuance. ‘Fhus, in 1820, the gluve
Statos demanded an extension of the eluveholding influcttew, by the admisyion of Missouri as o slave State,
in order to check the increasing preponderance of the free States.  ‘T'ho (ree States objected.  ‘'he south
threatened an imminediate dissolution of the Union, unlesy their denmmds were complied with. “The north
submitted for tho purpose of preserving the Union.  U'he sacritico wis declared aig el of patriotisim, anid
an example worthy to be imitated by statesinen and politicians.  In 1833 South Carolita demanded n
surronder of the tarifl, and distinctly intormod us, that, unless her deniudy were complied with, she
wu_ultl disggolve the Union.  The statesinen of the free States hesitated, treinbled, and submitted.  The
tarifl’ was repealed; and tho intorests of tho Ireo Stated yielded upy in orider to purchase n continuance of
the Union, The act is yot quoted by some as an example of patrivtism on the part of the free States,
Our presy, out statestnen, and politiciung treated it as such 3 and vur poople wero thus led to beliove, that
the sacrifice of northern righty to the interesty of the slave States, was, in fact, a duty and a virtue.
Whencver the interests of the north and the south came in contlict, southernt members wore, for inore

than o quarter of o century, i1t the habit of thireatening ¢ a dissolution of the Unnion,”’ ng the most eflectunl

arguinent in favor of their measures ; and it seldom fiiled to convinee theiropponents.  This practice be-
came so common, that dictation appears to lnve been regarded ag the right of the south, tnd subntission
vas looked ujron as the duty of the north.  This feclimg prevailed so lomeg, amd to such an extent, that any
deviation from the accustonted submission was regtrded as suspiciotis,

In our circles at home, the agitation of any question which embraced the institution of slavery, or
the slave trade, was usually denounced as abolition ; and, without further examination, wag regarded oy
dishonorable to him who prurnscd it. Our public inen becatne unwilling to raise any question that should
affect slavery, lest they should thereby jeopardize their political standing 3 and the public press discou.
raged every attempt to assert the rights of the free States in opposition to the interests of the south.  To
Eupplnrt slavery, it is absolutely necessary to suppress all knowledge of human rights amoenyg those held i

ondage.

To the suppression of such knowledge our peeple of the free States beeame accessory.  In doing this,
our own rights were lost sight of 3 we saw our money taken from our pockets and appropriated to the re-
capture, and even to the murder of fugitive slaves, and were sileat under the outrage.  The spirit of in-
dependence and honor seemed to have tled from our people.  We saw our Presidents: our Heads of De-
partments ; our Speakers of the House of Representatives, and of the Senate ; our foretn mimsters ; our
officers in the army and navy, mostly taken froin the slave States, amd we meekly submitted to the abuse.
We saw our respectful petitions to Conzress treated svith contempt ; and our citizens, who dared thus to
approach their servants, were ingsulted and abused by the supercilious wlvocates of slavery ; while scarcely
a solitary voice was heard in defence of northern honot. Even sitch as dared to stand forth in defence of
our rights and interests; were generally condemned by the press, or ¢ damn’d with faint praise.” This
was the point of our lowest degradation. History will mark the commencement of 1842 as the period of
the deepest humiliation of the {rce States. It was the time when the slave power ruled triumphant § and,
untrammeled by the Constitution, held the freemen of the north in almust willing sitojection to its dic-
tates : when the rights, the interests, and the honor of the tree States were regunlcd as of fitte imlmrtuncef
exceFt as a means of promoting the interests of the slave States. At this period, whenall hope of support-
ing the rights of the narth appeared about to expire, a most important incident transpired in the House
of Representatives of the United States. Jolhin Quincy Adams presented a petition to disselve the Union;
I say nothing in favor of this petition ; it was, however, a request that Conygress would carry into eflect
the threats which, for twenty-five years, had been put forth by southern statesmen. It was a request that
those States, which had assumed to themselves the control of the Federal Government, might be lelt to
take care of and protect themselves. The proposition horrified those who had so often menaced us with
the consequences now prayed for by northern men. o

The eflect produced by this petition was most impartant. Southern statesmen exhibited to the world
a consciousness of their entire dependence upon the free States. It was distinctly avowed, by one of their
ablest and most influential members, that << the dissolution of the Union would be the (issolution of
slavery.” It showed to the people of the frec States, and to the world, that our institutions and national
independence must ever depend upon northern freemen for support.  From this moment northern men
felt mare conscious of their power, and of the importance of our free institutions of the north.  The scep-
tre of power then departed from the gouth, and must hereafter be swayed by the north, if our people prove
themselves worthy of the high trust reposed in them. [t is true great eflorts were subseqitently made,
and will continue to be made, by members from the slave States, assisted by northern Democrals, to stop
the wheels of that revolution in the public mind, which originated in the attempt to censure the venera-

ble Adams. But their efforts have on!y served to awaken our people more fully to the maintenance of
onr rights, PACIFICUS.
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NUMBER VIII,

THE REMEDY,

Mn. Eptron; I have now staled, generally, tho constitutional rights of the people of tho free States
concerning slavery, und havu reforred to sume of the tost prominent ubuses to which those rights huve
beun subjectod. It remaing for me to eall the attentionof iy reader to the remedy. But this will atonco
suggest itsell to the mind of every reader, und each will say that our remedy consists in a united vindica-
ton ¢f our rights; thut the reul difficnlty consists in our divisions, and our first eflorts should be to unite
tho friends of porthern rights.  In orler to do thiv, wo must scarch out the causo of our division, and un.
derstund distinctly the point on which we separated. I 1 undemstand our Liberty men, they are anxious
to maintain the rights of the free States, and they ask for nothing more. I speak upon the authority of
muny leading men of that party. I have never met with an intelligent man who asked or demanded any
thing tnore than this § yet they say, ¢ the Whigs huve neglected a portion of our most important rights,
pnd they feel it their duty to sepurate from them, anpd to formn a distinct party, whose principal efiorts are
to be directed to the maintenance of anch of our rights as have been neglected by the Whigs, It was not
my intention, when I commenced these essava, to throw censure upon any closs of men, nor is such my
present object ; 1 may, however, be permitted to say, that I think our Liberty friends did not well *defino
their position” befure they separated from us.  For the correctness of thie remark, I will refer to the re-
collection of tho grent mass of our people of ull purtics. At the time of separating from us, they had not
clearly set forth tw the world our rights, which had been trainpled upon 3 nor did they state, with ~erspi-
cuity, the ubuses which they sought to correct.  Neither did they definiilly mark the boundaries, and
litmit the extent of the political reform which they were endeavoring to eflect.  On the contrury, there
was a degree ol obscnrity pervading their objects. They professod opposition to slavery, and left the pub-
lie to intor a design to invade the privileges of the slave States, instead of muintaining our own. ‘This
idca has rested in the minds of a Jarge portion of our people, both in the free and in the slave States, It
i3 true the charge was often denied ) and 12 is equally true that the denial was not carried home to the
mindy of the great mass of our people ; many of t\q'l:)m. to this day, really believe the object of the Liberty
{mrty to be un unconstitutional interference with the privileges of the slave States.  But, so far as | have
reen able to learn their motives, and to analyze their views, I understand thein to be simply the preser-
vation of our owen rights; the repeal of ull acts of Congress, passed for the support of slavery or the slave
trade ; to separate the Federal Government, and the free Statey, from all unconstitutional connexion with
that institution, and to leave it with the individual States, where the Constitution placed it.  This, I be-
lieve, to be the boundary and farthest extent of their political intentions, If they entertain any other or
farther views, I hope Judge King (the candidate of the Liberty party for Governor of Ohio) will state to
your readers, through the Chronicle, the point on which I have tailed to express their objects. I hope,
also, that the editors of the Philanthropist and Emancipator will, through their respective papers, set forth
definitely any error into which I may have fallen, in regard to the designs and objects of their party.
But, for the present, taking these to be the defimite limits to which they aspire, I will respecttully ask the
Whigs, as a party, and the Liberty men, as a party, to show me the line of demarcation between them ?
Is there an individual in the whole W!ii party of Ohlilo, or in the free States, that is willing to surrender
a single right of our people ? If there be such a whig, 1 have not met him.  If there be a Whig editor,
north of Mason and Dixon’s line, who is willing to yield up any of the constitutional rights of the free
States, I hope he will favor the country with his views; and that he will inform us distinctly which part
of the Constitution we ought first to surrender. 1 speak with ¢reat contidence when I say, that I believe
no such man can be found. Let the rights of the people of the free States, in vegard to slavery, be fairly
and distinctly pointed out, and there will be po want of firimness nor of patriotism to maintain them. It
1s true, however, that many Whiws have, and still do oppose the abolition of slavery in the District of
Columbta ; but they will assign to you, as the reason, that Congress Aas not the constitutional power to
abolish 1t. It you then ask them it they are willing that Congress shonld repeal its own laws, for the
support of slavery and the slave trade in that District, they will, at once, answer you in the aftirmative,
If you inquire whether thev are willing to lend their influence, or their property, to support slavery, they
will answer you that they detest the inctitution. 11 you intertogate them in regard to any other rights of
the north, they will unhesitatingly assure youn of thetr determination to sustain them.

I, then, our Whags are willing to sustain alf our rights, and our Liberty men have no further objects,
in view than the support of such rights, the question at once suguests itselt, why do they diride? W hat
principle separates them from each other 7 And it 1s a question of high and selemn nuport, which the
writer would repeat in the ear of every Whig, every auti-slavery man, and of every lover of our free in-
stitutions, why do you divide your political influence, and prostrate your political energies, while you
agree in principle, and are taboring for the same objects ?

We have the same interests to watch over, the same rights to maintain, and the same honor to pro-
tect. All these st receive our attention, or be left to theose whoe, as a party, have uniformly lent them-
relves to the slave-holding influence.  If we forget those rights, and spend our efforts in unmeaning con-
teutions and useless quarrels with each other, will not onr country hold us responsible 2 Qur interests
have been sacriliced ; our rights have been tramnpled upon ; our State has been disgraced, as 1 have here-
totore shown. Yet we have divided our efforts, and separated from our political associates, and delivered
the honor of our State to the keeping of' a party who, forgettul of the dignity of freemen, have shown them-
selves willing to become the catehers of slaves, and to degrade themselves and their State by legislating
for the sole purpose of robbing their fellow men of that liberty with which the God of nature has endowed
them. But I desire to examnine a little further the cause of our separution at the late eleetion. The
Whigs supported our tariff ; our harbor improvements ; the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands,
with zeal andd constancy.  But our commerce with Havti, the right of petition, the slave ttade in the
Distriet of Colmntua, veeeived ftom them, generally, much legs attention, although they wore net nos
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tected by & portion of that party. These luiter subjects were deemed of parasmount importance by a note
on of our political friends ;p on these thoy huatowil;tjl their principnl tlmugphts. and truatl:d tho ulhgru 1v.l'.:ilh
comparatively littlo attention, In this manner each party felt that they were exerting thoir offorts upon
subjocts of vitul intorest to our country, and each convidered the othor g laboring ln%ulmll‘ of intoroutw
that were not worthy of the attontion paid to them,
in this way each party became tissatisficd with the othor. Here, thon, is tho precise point of divi

sion among our triondy ; ot becauso vither did wrong, but becauso cach felt that the other was not sufll-
ciently zealous in supporting all their interests. Tho division did not arise from any political gin of com-
mission, but for onutting aome part of our duties, The Democrutic Fnrty has violontly opposed thoas
rights which Liberty men deotn sacred. Tho Whigs were lukewarm in supporting themn; and, on this
account, our Liberty triends withdrew from us, and thereby delivered ovor our intorests to the dis osal of
those whoso bitterness agninst the rights of man can scarcely tind utteranco in our langunge.*  Having
thus ascertained the Causo, and the precise point of our separation, the remedy is plain, It consists sime
Ply in doing our duty—in maintaining vur rights and interests, and firily resisting all abusea: in placing
ourselves upon the exuct lino of the Constitution, and temperately, but resvlutely, opposing all encroache
ments upon our interests, our honor, or our constitutional privileges. I am aware that muny of our cdj.
tors and public men fear that the assertion and maintenance of our rights in regurd to slavery, would drive
from ws our Whig friends in the slaye States. It theso fears were well krounded, they would form no
qpo_d reason why we should surrender our constitutional rights, in order to purchase their adherence.
his ig the policy of the opposite party. ‘They appear anxious to surrender up our rights, our interesty,
and our honor, for the purchase of southern votes, If the Whigs attempt to rival that purty in servility,
they must fail. 'The independent spirit, the high sense of honor, the patriotic sontiment of our Whign,
will not permit them to become subservient to the slaveholding interest.  But the argument is not well.
founded, OQur southern Whigs are generally men of liberal and patriotic sentiments. ‘They will not
ask of us the sacrifice of our constitutional rights,  On the contrary, they will be ag willing to grant ug
the enjoyment of ail our rights, as to demand the enjoyment of all their own.  1f they are not such men,
they are unfit to be the associatey of northern Whigs, It s, however, true, that the » 13 well as northern
men, have not, heretofore, fully understood our rights, lor the reason that We, ourselves, dare not assert
them; and they, as well as northern men, have unconsciously vated and acted in opposition to the rights
of the free States, under the imrression that they were sustwining the Constitution. But when the at.
tention of our southern and northern Whigs shall be directed to this subjects when they shall have fully
investigated it, and shall understand the constitutional limits of slavery, I appreliend there will be no
difference between them, 1t is, therefore, all important that public attention should be directed to thiy
matter. Indeed, intelligence in regard to northern rights cannot be longer suppressed. A spirit of in-
quiry is abroad among the people, and it is increasing daily, and becoming stronger and stronger, A
marked and palpable change has taken place in the public mind within the past year. In February last,
almost the entire press united in the opinion that we were bound to support the coastwise slave trade of
the south. At this time, who is willing to hazard his reputation by advocating such doctrine ? Yet,
with such examples before us, a portion of our press and of our public men, exhibit much timidity as to
asserting and maintaining our constitutional rights.  So long have the people of the north been accus.-
tomed to silent submission, when our rights have been invaded, that many ot our editors, our statesmen
and politicians, still appear to doubt the safety of an open, frank, and mani y defence of our interests and
our honor. It, however, needs no spirit of prophecy to foretell the downfall of any party, who has not
the moral and political courage to maintain the rights and interests of the north. 1If the Whigs come
forth to the defence of these interests, and Inaintenance of these rights, their success is not less certain

than the continuance of time ; and it the opposite party continue to eppose 1!1ese rights and interests
their defeat is inevitable, - PACIFICUS.

NUMBER IX.

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED,

Mn. Ep1Tor: In this, my closing number, i: is my intention to answer gome objections that have been
urged against a union of the friends of northern rights, The first, and most important, objection urged by
tne * Liberty men"” is, that « HJ enry Clay is the Whig candidate for President, and they cannot vote for
him, because he is a sluveholder.” My first answer to this ohjection is, that Mr. Clay is not the candi-
date of the Whig party, at present ; and whether ke will be, is quite uncertain. Nor can I admit it o
be good or sound policy for me to withdraw from the support of good men at this time, for the reason
that I think a bad man may be a candidate two years hence for another office. Again: should Mr. Clay
die before the next Presidential election, or should he not be a candidate, how can they justify their withe
drawal at the late election from the support of men who openly avow and support every principle which
they do themselves. My next answer is, that Mr. Clay, under the laws of Kentucky, is permitted to hold
slaves. DBy the Constitution of the United States that is made no disqualification from office, It ig an
ohjection unknown to the Constitution, and we ought to be careful how we attempt innovations upon that
instrument, unless they be made in the mode pointed out for its amendment.

- The first President, under the Constitution, was a slaveholder ; and the slaveholders of those States
have an equal right to hold office that gentlemen who reside in the free States have. For us, at this
day, to establish such a rule as a test for office, would be a violation of the rights of the people of the slave
States. This is, in my opinion, highly objectionable. It would show us willing to invade their rights,
while we profess to maintain our own. This would be inconsistent. Our inquiry should be, twill /e
mainiain the Conslitution, and will ke support the constitutional rights of all parts of the Union ® I

3
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* Vide the late numbers of the **Ohio Statesman.”
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we aro satisfled that lio will do this, woe ought not to throw away our political influence, and suffer our
{nterosts, our honor, nnd our conatitutional rights to bo tramplod under foot by a party who appear anxious
to bring us under tho subjection of tho south. I would, in all candor, ask our Liberty mon, whethsr they
would not profer tho support of our righta by a slavcholding Presidont, rather than their destruction by
a “northorn man with southern principles 17 T cortainly prefer that our candidates should not be slave-
holders § for I bolleve slaveholding, even in a slave Btate, to bo Immoral and wrong, and must detract
from tho moral charactor of those who practiso it  Liko all other vices, it should havo its duo weight in
our estimato of charactor ; but it iw entitled to nothing more. Bhould Mr, Clay, or his friends, satisly mo
that, if olected President, ho will, in good faith, support all theso rights to which T have alluded, und
which have boen 2o often and so long trampled upon, and he be the only candidato, who, in mfr opinion,
will sustuin thoso rights, und who, at tho samo time, has a reasonable chance for olection, I could not jus.
tify mysclf to my conscienco wero 1 to withhold my support from hint.  Were I to do so, and thercby
olect a man who [ holievod would violato our Constitution, and disregard our rights, I should thereby boe
come uccessory to his acts.

In ordor to satisfy myself in regand to Mr. Clay’s viows on this subjcce, I, a8 one of the sovercign
people, may propound to him any and all questions that 1 may deein hmportant on this subject ; and if he
be worthy of that high office, ho will not hesitate to answer them fully and frankly, If 1, then, becomo
sutistied thnt ho will, if elected, disregard those coustitutional rights of the north, I cannot support him—
it would bo wrong for me to do so 3 for I should becomno accessory to the violation of our Constitution,
and tho snbversion of the rights of the free States.  Questions of policy constantly require of us mutual
concessinns of opinion 3 but no circumstances enn justily the yickling up ol any portion of the Constitu-
tion. When that shall be done, roeiety will be resvlved into its originul elements.

Another objection is, that slaveholders, when in ollice, do injustico to the freo States. This assera
tion has proven too truo in many cases, but is not correct in all instunces. 1 quote the example of the
present Speaker of tho llouse of Represeutatives, the Hon. John White, No northern man has con-
demned his official acts.  He has discharged his duties honorably, and is as much entitled to confidence
a8 though he lived in a free State.  Here I would caution our anti-slavery men not to permit their lofty
principles of human rights to dwindle down to mere local jealousies. 'We shovld no more invade the
spirit of the Censtitution by making the holdiug of slaves a test for oflice, than we should peimit our
southern friends to invade its letler,

Aguin : it is said, that the Whigs have done nothing in favor of those rights which anti-slavery men
consider so important. Is the assertion correct ? Have not J. Q. Adams, William Slade, Seth M. Gates,
and other Whigs, done what they could for the defence and support of northern rights?  But it is said
thesc are individuals, Yet they belong to the Whig party, and constitute a part of it; and surely their
acts cannot be placed to the credit of the other purty. But do not ourfriends, who make this objection,
charge over to the Whig party the acts of individuals belonging to that political sect when they oppose
the cause of human rights? The great body of the Whig party in Congress voted to repeal the obnox-
ious 21st rule. A few individuals joining with the opposite party prevented its repeal. Qur liberty pa-
pers and their party charged this as the act of the Whaig party ; while they deny to that party any credit
for the efforts of Mr. Adams and others. 'T'his practice is unjust, and ought to cease. But have not the
Whig party (and swwhen I speak of the party, I mean the majorily of the party,) voted in support of these
rights for the last two years? Have they not voted against the odious zag, and in favor of the right of
petition, when these questions came before them? Did they not sustain Mr. Adams, when an attempt
was made to censure him?  Did they not sustain Mr. Giddings when censured?  Did not the Whig
party in his district sustain him? 1 ask, in what instance, for the last two years, have the Whigs in the
House of Representatives failed to sustain these rights, when agitated upon the floor of Congress? [
will not say, that they have at all times maintained our rights; but I do net hesitate in saying, that I
know of no instances when the question of northern rights has been brought distinctly before them for the
last two years, in which a majority of the members of the Whig party present have not sustained those
rights.

Yet it is asserted by some, that ¢ the two great political parties have been equal'y opposed to the
rights of mankind and to the interests of the people of the free States.” I can hardly believe that any in«
telligent man would make such statement while under the exercise of a suitable regard to candor. It is
well known that, for the last two years, in every instance in which those rights so dear to our friends have
come before Congress, every Democratic member from this State has opposed them, and that every Whig
member from this State has sustained them; and such, too, has been substantially true of the two parties
generally, though not to the same extent. A Whig member from this State introduced resolutions de-
claring the rights of the free States as set forth in my second number, and was sustained by every Whig
colleague ; while one of his Democratic colleagues moved a resolution to censure him for thus presuming
Lo assert our rights, and every Democratic member voted for the resolution of censure. And is it possibla
that ;1;13' man can Now be sincere in saying that the two parties are alike subservient to the interests of the
soutnh !*

But it is said that the Whigs kave been subservient to southern dictation; and their acts, in former
years, are quoted to prove the fact. This charge is too true. Up to a certain time, both partics appear
to have been submissive to the demands of the slave States. Such, too, was the case generally with the

[y ——

* The votea in Congrens for sappressing the sfave trade in the District of Columbia, and for repealing the territerial lawe
of Florida swhich nuthorizes selling treemen into slavery, were given sinee the above was published. On these questiong
the representatives from the free Stales were divided almost entirely by party lines,
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men who now nake this chiarge.  I'licir attention had not thon been aroused to the suhject.  Thoy, with
tho Whign and the Democraty, wero equally unconacions of the encronchimenty upon our rights; and the
Whige, or the Demuocrats, mny now make this chargo agninat the * Liberty party” with the wmne proprioty
that the latter can urgo it ngainat the others,  “Iho truth iv, the abuse of pocthern righta hus but just hew
g1 tu nttrnct attention,  But whatever has boen done in Congrens, has been done by Whigs.  Up to this
tine thero hus been no Liberty men in that body, or in our State Legisliture.  But such bas begn tho res
volution in public opinion that, if it continues to progress us it has for the last year, it will bo comploted ;
our rights secured 3 and the Coustitution wilt he vindicated before that party will get many insinbers ¢lect.
ed to cither body,  Would it not be tur better for the eause of nurthern eghits it our Liberty men were to
deul justly and candidly with both of the great political partics, and to upprove as frunkly that which ia
praseworthy, us thoy condemn that which is wrong,

But it ts said that the present political partica have baromo corrupf, and it in therofore necessaty to
form a new party, that shall bo free trom auch political corruptions.  But 1 uak, from whence aro we to
find the men tor this new party 1 Must they not come from the present partien !} And will thay be moro
pure, more honest, and more putriotic whon transterred to a new party, than they now are!  ld thete uny
regenerating influences to uct upon such ny join the new party 1 Are their political trausgressions to he
woshed out ! Will the Whig who has alwuys acted honestly, and been guidod by a sincere desire for his
country’s goed, be more likely to leave Lis party, than tho demagogue amd the ollive secker ! 1 would not
by any means be understood as impugning the matives of those who now constitute the Liberty party ;
on the cotrary, I believe them as honest nud pateiotic as any other cluss of men,  But I usk them, if the
formation of u new party will not be likely to'ilruw to them the profligate and the un pritcijled from both
of the other parties?

Aguin: it is said to have become necessury to form a party whose principal object shall be the main.
tenance of thuse rights which our Anti-slavery men deem nnportant. 11 by this form of expression it bo
understood that thuse who unite with that party ure, in any degtee, to neglect the protection of free labor
by a proper tariff of duties; or if they intend to abandon the improvement of our luke hurbors, und vur
river navigation, and other northern interests which the Whigs deem important, thea I, for one, eannot
unite with them, nor can I believe their prospect of success very flattering,  Our people may eusily bo
persuaded to maintain our rights when their attention is called to them; but it will be ditlicalt to convineo
them that it has become their duty to neglret cither their rights or their futerests.

But it a portion of our friends form a distinct party for tho support of the right of petition, und to
maintain the freedom of debate, and for that purpose they should oppose those who are engaged for the
protection of the free labor of the north, while another portion turn their attention to this lutter object,
and oppose their influence to the former, is it not perfectly clear that both must fuil 2 While a union in
support of both would inevitably secure the triumph of cach.

But I have not time to pursue the subject further ; I have already occupied more of your paper, and
more of the attention of your readers, than [ designed to have done when I commenced the scessays, It hay
been my object to call public attention to what I believe the true points in issue. ! have intended to spesk
with such plainness, that no man, nor party, nor editor, should say that I feared to state the whole truth.
Or that Whig papers dare not publish arcunents tonching «ff our rights,  And if [ have fallen short of
this, I again cull upon the editors of the Philanthropist and the Emancipator to show wherein?  And, on
the other hand, if there be a Whig editor who is unwilling to suppurt o/l our rights, or who thinks the
assertion and support of all vur rights and interests impolitic or imprudent, I desire him to place his objec.
tions before the public. 1t is surely time that our papers and our people had ceased to contend about
names and terms, and that they shonld search out some principle, vr some constitutional or political
nght, as the foundation of their quarrels.

Again, the wiiter would say to his readers, that he has put forth no epinion upon the constitutionat
rights of the several States, without mature investization, or on which he entertains any doubt,  Yet ho
clairus for himself no infullibility, And if any man desire explanations, or authoritivs on any point, he
will most cheerfully furnish then,,

In taking leave of my readers, T wish to say that T was induced to appear berore the jnblic, oa this
subject, from the niost thorough conviction, that no fixed and established pohey will be framed by the
General Government while the rights of the free States remain unsettled concermng slavery.  Looking at
Ohio, New York, and all of New England, and considering the result of our lute elections, and the . vi-
sions which distract and divide the friends of the nurth, and of liberty in those States, we mnust all ac-
knowledge that we have little hopes of secing our interests, our honor, or our rights protected, until vnion
shall characterise our political cfforts,  Since the commencement of these essuys, many things have
transpired to rivet this conviction mnore thoroughly upon the mind. T reter, amnonyg other things, to the
Latimer case at Boston, and the absorbing interest now felt on the puhject in Massachusetts and in Vir.
ginia.* Fecling desirous to call the attentiun of our people, as well as that of our politicians and States.
men, to the importance of 4 speedy settlement of those questions which involve the wost vital interests of
the free States, I have scized upon such moments as I could spure from other employments, to place soie
of my views befure the public. I have done this under the strong conviction that every true patriot
should put forth his influence to sustain our rights, and to unite our people in the protection of our in-
terests, our hotivr, and the Constitution of our comimon country. PACIFICUS.
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* Ninee this article was poullished, the Norfolk meeting in Virgima have passed reaclutiohs reecommeniding to thery
Vemslature the s arming and diseipdining of their smilitia preparalory o the couung connflert lwlwvm! the sluve and tron
FAroves, et whiie Virgima 18 thos strged o arm ber maditia e euppert of slavery, some northern Editura feel 1t they

daly o reman adept inoregaprd o northiern nighte,



