BALTIMORE PLATFORMS—SLAVERY QUESTION.

‘PEECH OF HON. JOSHUA R GIDDINGS, OF CHIC,

i the Hounse of Representatives, June 20, 1502,

Tre house being in the Commiftee of the VWiole
o7 the stare of the Unron on the Delicten-y Dil --

Mr. GIDDINGS said

AMr Cramnvasn. The two great politicsd par-
:es of the naticn have held their Conventiony,
~rom ail partz of these Uniicd Stateg delegates
vzve assembicd, deliberited upon their plarform
of principles, avowe-d their doctrines, nomin:ted
sacir candidates for President and Vice Pro-i-
Lent, and now have enterced uponthe Presidenin |
rampaign.  Preparatory to this state of rhine
many specches were made here, to wineh b
=re2 Democrats. the advocites of Liberiy. listencd
with commendable attention. Aund now, Mr Char-
man. | rise to occapy a brief hour in vind'eaninz
the position of the party to which I am attacaeld
Often, during the last six months, the gae.tios
has been propounded to me, whether we should
vote for the candidates of the Whigor the Do
cratic party ?  This gne.tion, so far as I am con-
zerned, will probably be answered satistuctorily
before 1 take my sent.

It is not my purpose to examine very grific:lly

h |

zhe pringiples of tifos¢paitivg, A snday besuflicivn’
for e to remark that they afree ‘ds to the policy
which ought to control our Governmeént  ‘The
Democrﬁg first wvowed™gheir dodtrines. -‘.Thnir
sonfession of political faitl having heen two wer k-
before the public, and being readsand duly cpn-
sidered hefore the assembling of the Whig Cong
vention, thats body took 1ssue upordypone of the
doctrin¥s avowed, nor upon the policy,mgintaiaed
- ’

2y the Democrats. | _ .
I notice in some papers muci“is’said Moerelution

20 “internal improvements.” The Democrats sty.

‘‘the Constitution does.not confenupon the Geun-
ergl Government power to commence and ca‘ry
osn a system of nternal improvements.”? Do the
Whigs taks,issue on this general and unmenning
aesertion? Not at all. They answlr, “ the Con-
stitution vests in Congress power to open and im-
vrove harbors, remove obstructions in navigable
rivers, Nc., sauid inprovemants bang in every 1ustanes
actionel end gencral in their character? Now, sir,
no Democrat ever did or ever will deny thiz doc-
trine, So. too, the Democerats make assertions
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about * fostering oné branch&'industry to the
detrimeut of another ;?’ and the Whigs refuse the
t<;ue thuy tendered, but, in answer, assert doc-
trines which no Democrat denies. The Demeo-
crty utteinpt to galvanize into existence the ob-
golete 1der of a Natiopal Bank, to which the
YWhizg make no reply, admitting by their gilence
the i) moeratic fuith, Neither advances a prin.
c'vle which 1s dented by the other: they stand on
And no other

- womest exists than astrife for oflice, for place anid
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~«me Wiigs act with the Democratic party, and
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ver; for the spoils, tle loaves and fishes.

1'Lis iy the first time, for many yeunrs, that these
yutics have each put forth an avowil of their
scirines, In the change of times, and the ordi-
n4ry course of cvents, they now fiad themselves
in perfect harmony with cach other. T'he day of
- eir contention and disagreem:nt hxs passed
away. Thelscues which once really existed be-
rween them have become obsolete, or have been

given up. Their usefulness is at an end, and

| taetr history will sousn be written. The increase

of intelligence, the improvements of the age, de-
m-nd new orgamizations and new parties. I'or
years, the old partieg have intermingled constant-
Iv, and no influence has been able to keep them
Ilere, and throughout the country,

some Democrats act with the Whig party. For
he last {oadh years there has been no matter of
| gielition beforethis body, on which the members
h.ve arrayed themselves according to their party
character. On every question, a portion of Whigs
hive acted with the Democrats, and a portion of
[0 mocrats have acted with the Whigs. Indeed,
3¢ those who have watched the proceedings here
for thoppast few years, could not fail to see that
slavery constitutes the only question of interest
before us.

Notwithstanding the Whigs and Democrats
tre acticg in perfect harmony with each other,
they have united in tendering to the friends of
Liiherty important issues. One of those issues i3
v extraordinary, that it demands my first atten-
tion.  'T'he proposition is to stifle all further ex-
i-nination of chattel siavery, and is expressed by
the Democrats in the following Ianguage:



‘" Resolved, That the Democratic party will resist all at-
tempts at renewing, in Congress or out of it, the sgitation
of the slavery question, under whatever shape or color the

attempt may be made.”

The Whigs resolved—

“That * * * we will discountenance all efforts to
continue or renew such agitatieon, whenever, wherever, and
bhowever made.”

We, sir, the Free Democracy, will agitate the
subject of slavery and its correlative freedom.
Here, sir, is an issue formed between us. I, sir,
am about to agitate this question. 1 intend to
spesk plainly of slavery, of its most revolting
features. 1 will endeavor to use no ottensive lan-
guage, but I will talk of the practice followed by
men in this District, of purchasing slave women,
and then selling their own children into bondage.
Now, when 1 do this, the Democrats are bound to

vesist, and the Whigs to discountenancs, my efforts. |

In order that we may start with a perfect under-
standing of this conflict. 1 desire to understand
the manner in which the Democrats will manifest
their resistance 2 "1 am now agitating this subject,
and what will you do about it ?

Now, 1 hope gentlemen will not feel any par-
ticular delicacy in showing their resistance.
Don’t be alarmed, gentlemen ; just stand up here
and now before the country; show your resist-
ance. Be not afraid, gentlemen—I am less than
the stripling of Israel, who went forth to meet
Goliath. You stand pledged to r<sist God’s truth—
" to silence the tongues of freemen. I meet you,
and hurl defiance at you, and your infamous at-
tempts to stifle the freedom of speech. And now,
who speaks for the carryingout of this resolution ?

Mr. Chairman, we ma{ “call spirits from the
vasty deep,” but they will not come.

I repeat to the Democrats: 1 want to know
what you are going to do? You are houud to re-
sist,

The Whigs, in their Convention, nlso resolved
that they * will discountenance all efforts to con-
tinue or renew such agitation, whencver, nhsrever,
and homwever the attempt made be made” The
language of this resolution differs from that of

the Democraoy, but its spirit and object are the.

same. They intend to suppress the freedom of
speech here and among the people, On thispoint
the two great parties of the nation have cordially
united. A coalition for a more odious purpose
could not have been formed. Duty to myself, tc
this body, and the country, demands’ an exposure
of this conspiracy against the Constitution, against
the rights of members here, against the people.

Mr. Chairman, is it contemplated to silence the
popular voice in this Hall? [f that be not the
case, these resolutions mean nothing, ‘They are
mere “brutum fulmen,’’ made for show, to frighten
men of weak nerves. They may do very will
among doughfaces; but when those parties at-
tempt to frighten Free-Soilers, they should better
understand their opponents.

The Constitution has provided “ that Congreas
shall pass no law abridging the freedom of speech.”
That Constitution we have sworn to support, and
by the blood of our ancestors we will maintain it.
Slaveholders and doughfaces, Whigs and Demo-
orats, may combine to trample that gacred instru-
wmepnt under their feet, by suppressing the free-
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| dom of speech ; but, sir, they have not the mora:
power to effect that object.

Agitation or discussion is not only to be put
| down here, but among the people; they are to
have no more Anti-Slavery meetings; no more
| Free Soil Conventions; no more sermons in favor
| of God’s law; no more prayers to Heaven for ths
oppressed of our land; the Declaration of Inde-
pendence i8 to be burned ; our printing establish-
ment broken up, and our social circles are t¢
speak no more of the rights of all men to enjoy
life and liberty. A new political police 13 to be
| established, and the American people placed un-
der slaveholding surveillance. Our literary wri.-
| ters are to be driven into exile. But I am paying

undeserved attention to these base, these pueriie
attempts to atifle discussion on the subject of hu-
manity. 1 hold these resolutions in unutterabla
i contempt. 1 trample them under my feet.

And bere I will leave this ridiculousattempt tc
ape the despotisms of Elurope, by stiling discus.
sion upon the absorbing question of Liberty.

I will now proceed to examine the reasons way
these resolutions were adopted.

Why should these parties in their INationa’
Conventions take Congress, the Constitution, and
people, under their control, and command univer-
sal silence upon certain measures? KEvidently
because investigation and discussion would en-
danger the future success of their organizations.
The very proposition showsthatthey have nocon.
fidence in the people. The man or party who

| strives to silence dizcussion, to shut out truth, ad-
| mits that he is in error. INo man. or party, who
feels that he is richt, hesitates to let the whole
truth be known., Iie feels that he will be viudi-
cated by the development of truth, and ais aonor
will be sustained.

But why should the Whigs and Democrats
unite to keep the truth from the public eye. in
regard to the Compromise measures? Why, sir,
the first of those measures was that establishing
Territorial Government in Utah, sdmitting sla-
very and the slave trade to be established thero,
cn soil consecrgted tp freedom by Mexican laws.
[ well know the people were told that slavery
could not go there ag it was excludea by the laws
of God. Well, sir, o%al documents now show
that assertion to have/been a giganticefalschood.
The census returns show that slavery exists
there ; that man is there held in bondage, lashed
into subjection by his fellow-man; women are sold
like swine in the market, and children made sub-
jeots of barter. Now, sir, we Free Demucrats in-
sist «that sifivery and the slave trade sbould be
excluded from that Territory. The motto of our
party is, ¢ No slave territory’”? We do not believe
it right thus to deal in God’s image. But this law
which permits these outrages, the Whigs and
Democrats say, is a final settlement; that these
practices may continue in all coming time. Bat
they dare not go before the people admitting this
truth ; nor darg they deny these facts. To avoid
this unpleasant question, they resolve to resist
every attempt to speak or write upon it. Their
only way of escaping from popular odium is to
keep truth from the people. Now, sir, does any

Democrat or any Whig believe that Free-Soilers.
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will vote for any candidate pledged to sustain
those revolting practices? If any one who ever
held a place in the Free Democracy shall cast
such & vote, it will be some other man than my-
gelf.

Again, Mr. Chairman, the last Congress pro-
vided, by the law aforesuid, that one or more
States may be admitted from said Territory, with
or without slavery. They were unwilling that
the members of the next or any future Congress
should judge for themselves, whenever Utah shall
ask admission into the Union; and they have
made this foolieh attempt to dictate the action of
this body in future ages. Well, the provision is,
that an indefinte number of slave States may be
sdmitted. Of course, their political power, under
the Constitution, will be in proportion to their
slaves. The man in Utah, who buys a slave wo-
man, and raiges four bastard children, and holds
them as property, adds as much to the political
power of that State as four of those educated and
intelligent Democrats who sit before me add to
the political influence of a free State, Now, sir,
we, the Free Democracy, are unqualifiedly oppo-
sed to this insult to Northerndignity. We do not
believe that the man who thus sets at defiance
‘xod’s law, and tramples upon decency, is any
hetter than an educated, intelligent Northern
freemar. But, sir., Whigs and Demoorats say
that this disgraceful inequality shall be allowed
‘o the people of Utah and maintained. They
know that public indignation would be kindled
against every man who would thus degrade the
people of the North. Our freemen would hurl
{from place and power such men, if the facts were
known to them. They therefore seek to smother

the truth ; to keep the people in ignorance; and

regolve to resist agitation, to discountenance discus-
sion. They pledge their candidates to carry out
this disgraceful combination against liberty and
the rights and honor of the free States, and then
turn round and ask honest men, those who possess
self-respect, to vote for their own disgrace. Sir,
Free-Soilers, men of intelligence, will not thus
stultify themselves.

'The same law, or a law with similar provisions,
wag enacted in relation to New Mexico. The
people of that Territory may, if they please, enter
into this speculation in human flesh. They may
curge that land with human bondage. Whigs and
Demoorats say thet this law shall be a final set-
tlement of that subject; that slavery and the slave
trade shall not be excluded ; and the Democrats
are to resisr, and the Whigs are to discountenance
al] discussion in relation to it.

One or more slave States are to be admitted
from New Mexico, upon the same terms of de-
grading inequality to the free States as those from
Utah, and Northern men are f{o submit without
discussion. Agitation would, in the words of the
Whig resolution, endanger the peace of the Whig
party. They say they therefore deprecate agita-
tion. Well, sir, the proper meaning of the verb
‘‘to deprecate” is to “pray against;” and the
‘Whigs will therefore pray against agitation, a8 it
will endanger their peace. Such prayers would
simply be “an abomination;? they would do no

- 9ther hurt. And as for the peace of the Whig

party, I should far rather sce it endangered than
to see one child sold from its parents, or one wo-
man flogged, or one man degraded.

The motto of F'ree-Sailers 18, * No MORE SLAVE
StaTes? This is our unyielding, determined
position. We wage an exterminating warfare
against every man and every party who would
extend the curse of human servitude, or increase
the slave power in any degree. The Democratic
party and the Whig party unite in the extension

| of slavery and of the slave power, and then ask

the friends of Liberty to vote with them'! I shall

not do i,

Another measure of the Jast Congress was a
law entitled “ An act to abolish the slave trade in
the District of Columbie;’ A flagrant falsehood
was sent to the people in this title; for the law
itself does not profess to abolish the slave tradein
this District, and only excludes from this market
the slave-brecders of Maryland and Virginia,
leaving the sale of men, women, and children, to
continue here. .And this commerce in the image
of God is to go on and continue forever. The
Whigs say it shall not be disturbed, and the Dem-
ocrats say they too will protect it. ‘T'hese parties
have taken position between us and the slave-deal-
ere, and say we shall not discuss the morality of
their vocation ; indeed, they assert that we shall
not agitate the cause of freedom.

You, sir, lately saw an advertisement in the
lending Whig paper of this District, in these
words: ** For sule, a handsoms and accomplished lady’s
maid, aged just sizteen years)* Except in this
city and New Zealand, [ do not think any Gov-
ernment within the bounds of civilization would
have permitted such an outrage upon decency. I
speak of New Zealand without intending any dis-
respect to the people of that island by comparing
their habits with ours. They buy men and wo-
men for {ood only. The objest is far more honor-
able and Christian-like than that for which the
young women of this city are advertised and sold.

Mr. Chairman, Gen. Scott and Gen. Pierce
are both pledged to maintain this iraffic in the
bodies of women, and the advooates of Liberty are
agked to aid in eleoting them. Sir, let those par-
ties revel in anch moral and political wickedness;
let them pledge themselves and their candidates
to perpetrate crimes revolting to humanity ; but I
beseech them not to insult honest men, philan-
thropists, and Christians. by asking them to par-
ticipate in such transcendent iniquity.

Another of the Compromise measures is the Fu-
gitive Slave Liaw. Of the character of this law 1
have spoken on former occasions. Of its uncon-
stitutionality, I think no unprejudiced mind can
doubt, who listened to the speech of the gentle-
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Rantour] Of
the crimes committed under this law; of the enor-
mities of sending free men into slavery, under
oolor of this law; of the barbarous and savage
character of the agenta selected by this Adminis-
tration to carry it out, I have no time to speak.
I noticed in the address of a clergyman, lately de-
livered before the Home Missionary Society, a
statement that the reverend speaker was in the
central parts of Ruasia during last summer; that

an intelligent 'nobleman. taunted -bim With the



character of this Fugitive Law, saying: * You
can fi..d nothing in the legal code of Russwa, nor
the decrees of her Emperors, equal to that barbarous
{aw? INo, sir; I do not believe that any despot
of Russia, or of Austria, was ever guilty of put-
ting forth so barbarous a law; yet the Democrat-
ic party and the Whig party tell ns that this law
shall remain a8 a final settlement of this subject.
The Whig party, it is true, reserve to themselves
the right of making it more barbarous. DBut it 1s
to remain a law and continue in furce while time
shall last. Yes, when the “archangel shall de-
gcend from heaven with a rainbow upon his head,
and placing one foot upon the earth and the other
upon the sea, shall swear by Him n/ln liveth forever
and ever, that TIME SHALL BE NO LONGER,” the dread
summons shall find the people of Philadelphia,
New York,and Boaton, upon the 42 vive,”” hunt-
ing for slave mothers, who have fled from all else
they hold dear in life, in order to enjoy liberty.
There, Whigs and Democrats will be found sup-
porting this law; and when they shall close thcir
eyes upon terrestrial objeots, they will be listening
to the baying of bloodhounds, the clanking of
chaing, and shrieks of slaves, the roar of muskets,
the dying groans of slave-catchers, and their
wounded associates, the bloodhounds; the last
death-sighs of murdered fugitives will all rise from
this earth, and mingle with the archangel’s voice,
a8 he shall summon us all to the bar of final retri-
bution. I would speak of the future with soler-
nity; but if men are to carry with them into the
coming world their leading traits of character, as
some hold, it would seem that their residencs in
the spirit land will be made vocal with the sighs,
and groans, and-shrieks, of associated beings.

But both parties and their candidates are pledg-
ed to maintain this infamous law. And they will
“resist” and “ discountenance” all agitation in re-
gard to it, *‘in Congressor out of it” The poli-
cy of silencing discussion upou it must be appar-
ent to every man. ‘The slaveholders demanded
the passage of this law, INorthern doughfaces sub-
mitted ; some voted for it; others fled the Hall.
They then knew it would be death to the measure,
and political obliteration to themselves, to discuss
it; and therefore voted against its discussion,
against all agitation, and a minority of this body
actually passed it under the previous question;
and now Whigs and Democrats say it never shall
be discussed. That, when our people of the North
see a fellow-being seized, chained, dragged into
slavery, and sold and flogged, they shall say
nothing about it, here or elsewhere. That they
shall Jook upon the murdered corpses of fugitives
shot down by the agents of Government, and may
moan over their barbarity, but they must not dis-
ouss, they must not agitate the repeal of this law.
Well, sir, I asgure them the people will discuss
these things.

But it is said, through the Whig press, that we
cannot repeal this law. I saw this morning an
artiole, in some respects an able article, denounc-
ing this law, in a Whig paper, professedly Anti-
Slavery. The editor, however, admitted that the
law would not be repealed, perhaps, for twenty
years. Sir, the admission shows the author to be
ynoonscious of the'people’s power.

It is this miserable, cowardly submission to the
slave interest, whioch has degraded Northern men.
Let the people send to this body forty members,
whose hearts are devoted to freedom, who have
confidence in the power of truth, and this law will
be repealed in six weeks. It will be swept from
our statnte book, and curses deep and loud will
rest upon its authors.

The editor to whom I alluded proposes ;hat we
shall contribute from the INational funds to pay
for fugitives, I could have forgiven the editor
for almost any other political offence. What, sir*
rre the descendants of the Pilgrims, of those who
bled at Bunker’s Hill, and on every battle field
of the Revolution, rather than pay a paltry tax
on tes and on stamped paper, are we supinely to
become tributary to Southern task-masters?
When the barbarians of Algiers seized and en-
slaved our people, we sent an armed force thers
and slew them, holding them unworthy of a place
upon God's footstool. No, gir; by all the hal-
lowed associations which cluster around the mem-
ory of English and American patriots, I avow that
I would sooner see every slaveholder of the na-
ticn hanged, than to witness the subjugation of
Northern .freemen to such a humiliating condi-
tion. No, zir; when it comes to that, I. for one,
shall be prepared for the derneer resort—an ap-
peal to the God of battles. I am a man of peace,
but am no non-resistant, and I would sooner the
ashes of my hearth-stone should be slaked in my
own blood, and the blood of my children, than
submit to such degradation. And herel will take
occasion to say, that if this law remains in force,
civil war is inevitable. The people will not sub-
mit to it. Why, sir, civil war already exists. At
Christiana, civil war, with all its circumstance of
force, under color of law—resistance in defence
of natural right—bloodshed and death took place.
In my own State a similar transaction occurred;
and | assure gentlemen-that other instances will
occur, if attempts be made to enforce that law.
In iny own district are many fugitives who have
informed their masters where they may be found.
These men have become desperate. They desire:
to see the slave-catchers. They pant for an op-
portuanity to make their oppressors ‘‘bite the
dust” Sir, send on your commissioners and dep-
uty marshals and bloodhounds, and I assure you
that a civil war will soon be in active progreas.

Gentlemen talk of enforcing this law. It can-
not he done. ‘The people have already passed sen-
tence upon it and upon itsauthors; and that sen-
tence will be gpeedily executed. INor can you
gtop agitation in regard to it.

Agitation, discussion, and examination, are the
agents—the instruments—for carrying forward
all reforms. The Saviour of man 8spoke truths
boldly. They fell harshly upon the ears of
scribes, pharisees, and hypocrites. They de-
nounced him as an agitator; seized, tried, con-
demned, and oracified him as an agitator. From
that day to the present, every man who has bold-
ly avowed truths unwelcome to the ears of des-
pots, tyrants, and the oppressors of our race, have
been denounced as agitators. Jefferson, in the
Declaration of American Independence; Samuel
Adams, in the Continental Congress ; Washing-



ton, on the battle-field, were © distinguished agita-
tors ;' John Quincy Adams, while in this Hall,
for years maintained and defended with inimita-
ble powers the right of petition,and was denouno-
ed throughout the country as an agitator. He
was arraigned at the bar of this House, and trizd
88 an agitator. Every member of this body who
defends the rights of the people, is denounced as
an agitator. To me these epithets have loat their
terrors.

For hundreds and for thousands of years the
instruction and elevation of mankind has been car-
ried forward by agitation. By means of it, tyrants
and despots have been driven from power, and
popular rights have been extorted from barbarous
rulers. Without agitation, no people ever gained
their rights, or retained them after they had been
extorted from their oppressors. Now, suddenly,
to preveant the progress of Liberty, Whigs and
Democrats unite to suppress this element in all
reforms. They declare that discussion shall cease,
and the slave trade and slavery shall continue
forever, and the Fugitive Law shall be rendered
perpetual.

Mr. Chairman, well do I recollect the evoning
after these laws had been passed. I then viewed
them in all their horrors. I saw the degradation
to which the people of the free States were sub-
jected—the crimes which we had authorized. My
heart sunk within me, as I contemplated the pub-
lic men who had aimed this blow at Liberty.

But, sir, on yonder avenue I heard the songs of
drunken revelry and the insane shout; bonfires
lighted up the heavens, and the thunder of can-
non told the immoderate joy of slaveholders, slave-
breeders, doughfaces, and dealers in human flesh.
Their gratitude naturally flowed out to those
most instrumental in the passage of these laws to
which I have alluded, called the Compromise and
Fugitive Law. In the fullness of their hearts
and stomachs they repaired to the dwelling of the
Secretary of State,and called on him for a speech.
He readily complied, commencing his congratula-
tions, by saying: “ Now is the winter of our
discontent made glorious summer.” FHe then in-
formed the motley crew around him, that this
question of slavery was settled, and that they
were nc more to be troubled with agitation.

Sir, from that day up to the close of the
Baltimore Convention, he wrote letters and made
apeeches deolaring and avowing that agitation
had ceased; assuring the country in substance
that the slave trade in this District and in our
T'erritories would go on undisturbed. That op-
pression here and in the Territories now had
nothing to fear. The whole energies of the
Government were put forth to enforce the Fugi-
tive Law; but they generally proved abortive.
Every possible exertion was made in Boston and
Philadelphia to convict those charged with ob-
structing its execution ; but all failed. The blood
of Gorsuch, a piratical slave-catoher, who fell at
Christians, is unavenged, in spite of the public
treasure and Executive influence put forth to ob-
tain a ocnviction of those who righteously slew
him. The patriots who assisted Shadrach to es-
cape the fangs of the Boston bloodhounds, yet
laugh to scorn your infamous law. At Syraouse,
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at Rochester, and a hundred other places, the
friends of Liberty rejoice at the impotency of this
law, although it hag thus far been backed up by
Executive power. ‘These defeats of the Execu.
tive, and of this enactment libellously called a
lanc, have resulted from agization; and well may
glave-catchers and doughfaces now seek to stiffe
discussion, to silence the people.

Sir, while these things were going forward, tho
Secretary of State was looking for and expecting
a return for the services he had rendered the
glave power. The Presidential chair and White
House was looked to as the reward for hia trea-
gon to God and humanity. But there again agita-
tion had done its work : All reflecting men knew
that he could receive in the whole Union scarcely
twenty electoral votea. And when the Baltimore
Convention passed upon his claimg, not a South-
ern vote was cast for him. Chagrind®, mortified,
and discontented, he will soon retire, and history
will record the truth concerning him and us. But,
gir, I will not aggravate the chills of politioal
death, nor call up to mind the gins which must
‘“git heavy on his soul,” when a darker night shall
clogse around him.

Agitation has brought to the scaffold anotier
conspicuous victim. The President of these Uni-
ted States lent his whole infiuence to the promo-
tion of those Compromise measures to which I
have alluded. His devotion to the slave power
has been openly and boldly avowed. Steadily
and basely has he prostituted the inflaence and
power of his office, to the purpose of supporting
glavery, oppression, and crime. At the Baltimore
Convention, the slaveholders, I believe, were
unanimously in his favor. But Northern dele-
gates dared not support him. Agitation had in-
formed the people of his having deserted their
cause, and gone over to the enemies of Freedom.
The popular voice of the North had pronounced
his doom; he was cast agide; the political grave
yawns for him ; and on the 3d of March he will
be laid in it. Were I to write the epitaphs
of these men, I would inscribe upon their tombs,
“KILLED &Y AGITATION.” Think you not that
these men and their party have cause for their
hostility to discussion—to the dissemination of
truth ?

The Democrats, also, have cause for opposing
agitation. Their ablest, their most experienced
statesmen have fallen victims to it. Gen. Cass,
the man who of all their candidates I deemed best
qualified for the Presidency, in an evil hour signed
a letter pledging himself to these Compromise
measuresd, It proved his political death-warrant,
when, too late, he found that the people of the
North would sustain no man who had thus pledged
his influence of office to measures which the pop-
ular voice has condemneq a8 barbarous, a8 disgrace-
ful to our nation. At the Baltimore Conventio
his friends bore him to his political grave; and

“ Not a drum was heard, nor s faneral note,”
as they quietly deposited his remains in their final
resting-place. Such, too,was the fate of Pennsy!-
vania’s favorite statesman. He had long beeu
anxious to serve the slave interest. He pledged
himself in the most unqualified manner to mngll -
tain theso laws a8 a perpetual geitlement of the
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slave question. But he, too, was cast aside at an | confliot with the platforms of those parties, to

sdvanced age, when he can look for mo further
preferment. These men all died of © eating South-
ern dirt.’

which I have called attention. Basing our whole
political action upon the plainest principles of

justice, liberty, and humanity, we challenge ex-

Circumstances appear to render it indelioate for | amination, discussion, agitation. We seek to cover

me to speak of other candidates of the Demo-
cratic party. Yet I would remind them all of the
fate which must await those public men who
prove false to liberty and humanity.* [ assure
them and the country that agitation will continue
and increase until the people of the free States
shall be relieved from all participation in the dis-
grace and crimes of slavery.

But this opposition to freedom, so dominant in
the Whig and Democratic pirties, led to the or-
ganisation of the friends of Liberty into a separate
political party in 1848. The extraordinary cir-
camstances which then surrounded the advocates
of freedom ggalled together a mighty host. Oa
the memorable ninth of August, of that year, fifty
thousand freemen met in solemn convocation.

There were men of distinction, men of intellect, |

statesmen, and philanthropists. They were cor-
scious of the responsibility resting upon them. In
framing a confession of their politicil faith, they

laid its foundations upon the enduring, eternal

principles of justice. The equal right of all men
to enjoy life, liberty, and happiness, constitutes
the basis of our creed ; and the next article as-
serts * That Governments sre constituted among
men to securethese richts? All our action under
the Constitution should be to protect the life and
liberty of every human being within our exclu-
sive jurisdiction. That our legislative powers in
1n this District, on the high seas, in our Territo-
ries, should be exerted to secure every being who
bears God’s image, in his right to life and liberty,
instead of establishing and sustaining oppression

and slavery. Here,sir, at this point, an issue be- |

tween us and the other parties, deep and broad, is
presented. And from this position the friends of
humanity will never depart.

It ig an important fact, that neither the Whig
nor the Democratic party profess to pay any re-
spect or attention to moral principles in their le-
gisiation. By their practice they deny the re-
sponsibility of human action, so far as politics
are concerned. They hold that members of this
body may pass laws which deprive our fellow-men
of life or liberty, and that those who enact such
laws are not morally guilty of enslaving or mur-
dering their fellow.men. We, sir, hold that those
who enaocted the Fugitive Slave Laware as guilty
1n the sight of God and good men as they would
be were they themselves to seiz: a white man,
place irons upon his limbs, and send him to sla-
very without law. In such crimes, we, the advo-

cates of freedom, will not participate. One of our |

resolutions adopted at Buffalo was in these words:

‘“* Resolved, That it is the duty of the Federal Govern-
ment to relisve itself from all responsibility for the exist-
€nce or continuunce of slavery. wherever it possesses con-
stuutional authority to legislate on that subject.”

Tl3ia resolution is in direct and unqualified
conflict with the entire policy of the Whig and
Democratic parties relative to slavery. It is in

I

up nothing, to keep nothing from the popular ear.
The more you examtine and discuss our doctrines
and policy, the better are we pleased.

We, sir, would drive the slave (uestion from
discussion in this all. [t never had & constitu-
tional existence here. Separate this Government
from all interference with slavery; let the Fede-
ral power wash its hands of that institution; let
us purify ourselves from its contagion; leave it

'with the States, who alone have the power to sus-

tain it—then, sir, will agitation cease in regard

| to it here; then we shall have nothing to do with

—

it, our time will no more be occupied with it ; and,
like & band of freemen, a band of brothers, we could
meet here, legislate for the proaperity,theimprove-
ment of mankind, for the elevation of our race.

Mr. Chairman, I have served in this Hall some
fifteen years. During that period, I think at least
two-thirds of the time of this body has been occn-
pied by the subject of slavery, and other matters
connected with that institution. For the last
three years w2 can scarcely be said to have done
anytning else but discues and legislate for slavery.
‘This, sir, 18 all wrong, Slavery is alocal ingtitu-
tion, existing only in & portion of the States. The
attempt to nationalize it 18 unwarranted aud un-
constitutional. To do this is now the object of
both the Whig and Democratic parties. Against
these attempts, we, the Free Democracy, wage
unceasing, undying unyielding hostility. 'T'his
war Wwe ehall never give up. We shall neve
lay .a8ide our arms until victory shall crown
our efforts—until this Government shall be re-
deemed and disenthralled from the foul stain
of chattel slavery. Against oppression, in all its
forms apd in all places, we have sworn eternal
hostility. Our sympathy for suffering humanity
18 broad as creation, reaching to all climes, and
embracing all who bear the image of our Crea-
tor. To persecuted Hungary we tender the agsu-
rance that *‘ we feel for those in bonds ag bound
with them.” On this subject the Democrats have
spoken oracularly.

The Whigs talk about * entangling alliances
and standing on foreign soil;” but they dare not
take distinct issue on the propriety of exerting
our moral power, our political influence, to main-
tain the law of nations. Substantially, both
Whigs and Democrats are opposed to us on thia
subject. They would permit Russia or Austria
to swallow up Hungary, without any protest or
expreasion of our disapprobation. We sympathize
with the o~»ressed of all nations; and we, the
Free Democracy, literally constitute the party of
progress. At Buffalo we adopted the policy of
““ cheap postage for the people; ¥ aud inscribed it
upon our banner, and unfurled it to the breeze.
We foresaw the advantages of increasing the fa-
cilities of communiocation among the inasses, and
determined to confer upon our country these ben-
ofits, while Whigs and Demoocrats were too timid

* Senators Houston and Douglas, who had been candi- | $0 t8ke a position either for or against it.

- &stes for nomination, were present, listening to this spesch.

I am aware that we are often charged with
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being men of one idea—indeed, we are sometimes |
called the »party of one idea—and I refer to these .
facts to vindicate ourselves from that charge. We |
dared go where neither of those parties were wil- :
ling to follow us, nor to oppose ue; and in less
than three years the correctness of our position
has been acknowledged before the country.

‘“ Lands for the poor, homes for the destitute,”
free of expense to all who will immigrate to the
West, was another article in our politicsl creed. ;
T'o this policy, veither the Whig nor Democratic
party dared express their consent ; nor dared they
oppose it. At this seasion, a bill, carrying out
our views on this subject, passed this body by a :

vote for Pierce and King under the circumatances
attending their nomination, 1 do not believe. The
members of our party, generally, entered upon an
organization with a deep feeling and conviction
that such an organization was necessary. Time
aud experience has confirmed us in that opinion.

' 1 have stated the basis of our doctrines ; they are
. permanent, ¢ternal a8 God himself. While stand.

ing on those principles, we cannot e wrong. The
political and moral regeneration of our country,
the entire reformation of thia Government from
its practice of sustaining oppression, slavery, and
crime, i3 our object. To effect this great and
holy purpose, must require time and perseverance.

vote of nearly two toone. The Senate will doubt- ®In what | have said and done on these questions,

less comply with the, popular will of the nation, !

I have but reflected the sentiments and feelings

of those I represent—indeed, among them are .

many, very mwany, *‘older and better soldiers” o
than myself. That people, sir, will stand firmiy, ¢
steadfast, and immovable, upon the doctrines and §SPs

by passing this mesasure of benevolence, which
will cause thousands of hearts to swell with grati- .
tude and joy. Sir,the Free Democracy believe |

that Governments were constituted to protect, .
clevate, and render our race, our whole race. more
happy. That it is our duty as statesmen, as phi- |
lanthrepists, as Christizns, so far as we have con- |
gtitutional power, ‘to raige up the bowed down.”
‘“to exalt the humble,” ©“to inform the ignorant,’’
‘tto comiort the distressed,” and increase the .
prosperity and happiness of all who come within .
the sphere of our political; our moral, or our re- |
ligious influence. Of course, we are hostile to .
those Lompromise messures which the Whigs |
and Democrats are pledged to sustain. |

In 184S, nearly three r,hundre:l thousand free-

men cast their votes for’our Presidential candi-

date. Since that period, our moral and political :
power has greatly increased. Probably one-third

of the members on this floor are indebted to men
who sympathiz2 with us for their seats. and many |
were elected solely and entirely upon our princi-. !
ples.. Three members of the Senate were eleated
was FTée Democrats, while others are partially in- |
debted to the votes of the Free Democracy. In
scveral State Legislatures we hold the balance of
power ; but this issbut dittle evidenceof the rapid-
ity with which our principles are e;tendiﬁg. Car

progress i8 marked by the change of feeling to- |
wards our doctrines in both the other parties; !
their hostility 18 diminishing daily ; they are be-
coming acquainted with our views, and, of course,
respect our motives. In all elections now, through-
out most of the free States, candidates are select-
ed whose doctrines and principles are not obnox-
ious to us. The cloud which, in 1548, was like
unto a man’s hand in size, has now overspread the
whole North, and will soon extend over the na-
tion, and finully over the world. But it i3 said
that those friends in the State of New York, who
came from the Demooratic party, have returned |
to it, I deeply feel and deplore this fact. I loved |
an@idhonored them—I still respect them; but I |
must say that, in my judgment, they have erred !

in departing from us. I, however, will not judge
them—to their own masters they stand or fall.
Had they continued with us, there is, in my opin-
ion, no doubt that we should, in November next,
have effected the election of a President favorable
to our views, That they are friends of Liberty, 1
know ; that they will sustain the doctrines laid

down in the Democratic ¢oufession of faith, or

the organization which they have adopted. >

I am aware of the argumenis so often uged to ® *

persuade Free-Soilery to vote for this or that man,
for this or that party, in order to gain some sup-
posed temporary advantage. But, sir, we organ-
1zed for the maintenance of doctrines important
not merely to the people of a townehip, a county,
or a State, but to man wherever he i1s found-—im-
portant not merely to-day, at this election, or next
yeayr, butan all coming timz. Can we leave such a
position, to unite with either of the other parties,
in order to glect this or that man to office, while
he stands pledged- t8 maintain slavery and the
slave trade in this District and in our Territo-
ries—to continue the infamous Fugitive Law—to
uphold and support all these measures as a final
settlement of the subjects to which they refer,
and to discountenanceall examination, discursion,
or agitation, as to the propriety of these meas-
ures? Sir, were we to unite with either party to
elect a President thus pledged, we should lose our
own self-respect—we should lose the respect and
confidence of the world. Politically, sir, we are
“a city setaupon an hill, which cannot be hid.”
Throughout the country our infiuence is felt. In
this IHall we wield a moral power far beyond our
numbers. Let no man charge me with indelicacy
when I assert that the Free-Soilers of this body
exert all the intluence to which their numbers en-
title them. Whigs and Demoorats have confi-
dence that we shall in all cages be guided by judg-
ment, by reason, and justice, and not by the paltry
considerations of party.

The effect has been most salatary. Ten years
since, no man here dared separate from his party.
No matter what was the subject or his own judg-
ment, every member was compelled to fall into
line and vote with his party leadera. Free-Soilers
have get an example here of independence. The
commencement of our trials on this subject wag
gevere, We were frowned upon, vilified, and
denounced ; but thank God we had the firmness
to bide our time, and now for years many Whigs.
and Democrats have followed our example, and
dared to vote as their judgments and consciences
diotate. In short, sir, here party lines upon most
subjects of legislation have become obliterated.

This of itself constitutes a great reform.

S
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At Baltimore, a portion of the Whig party con-
cended manfully agninst committing themselvesto
:he outrages and crimes of the Fugitive Law and
Scmpromise measures. In that respect they did
more than the Democrats. My sympathiesand the
gympathies of our party and of ail good men were
with them.

And had the Anti-Slavery Whigs in this Flouse
wnd the Senate promptly and eunergetically met
the supercilious pretensions of the slave power
w:th decision and firmness, 1 have little doubt
they would have inspired a feeling at Baltimdre
which would have repudinted a platform that has
stamped indelible disgrace upon their party. In
this Hall, the Democrats have sustained the con®
ptitutional rights of the free States more ably and
aithfully than the Whigs have during the pres-
ent session.

But | ameaware that a sirong effort 1s making
te induce our Free Democracy to sustain the
With
vhe gentleman nominated | have long been ac-
suainted. T'o him nor to the Democratic nominee
bave I any personal objection; but if elected, he
ig pledged to maintain the oatrages, the revolting
crimes, pertaining to the Comprowise measures
and Fugitive Slave Law, to which 1 bave called
attention—to render them perpetual, so far<as he
may be ahle—to prevent all disoussion relating to
them, To vote for him is toote £y tﬁs policy—
to identif'y curselves in favor of the a wed\doc-
trines whkich he ia pledged te support—to give
proof by our votes that wel:imﬂgﬁv he platform
on which he gtands, DBut, sir, why vdte tor Scotd
in preference to Pierce?

The doctrines of the Whig party, as I have
shown, pledge them and their candidate to main-
tain slavery; tbe breeding of slaves for market
the sale of women in this [District and ia the Ter-

ritories; to uphold the Fugitive Law in all com- !

ing time; to admit a8 many slave States ss shall
apply from New Mezico and Utah, and to silence
discusgion on all these subjects.
think, as human depravity can go. 1f the Demo-
cratic party has dived deeper into moral and po-
litical putridity, some archangel fallen must have
yenned their gonfession of faith. If there be
such a distinction, ig can only be discovered by a
refinement of casuistry too intricate for honest
minds to exert. Sir, suppose there were a shade
of distinctiotf in the depths of depravity to which
these parties have descended, does it become
men—/ree men—men of moral principle, of politi-
al integrity—to be straining their visions and
using intellectual microscropes to discover that
shade of moral darkness?
who feels that he has a country to save, a charac-
ter to sustain—tihat he owes a duty to mankind
ond to God-—come~forward at once, and wage a
2old and exterminaticg war against these- doc-
{rines, 8o abhorrent to freedom and humanity.

But it is said that the Democratic party, if de-
feated agnin by the Anti-Slavery sentiment as
they were in 1848, will disband, and the masses

i

Ii of slavery and crime.
!
|

This is as far, « .

No, sir; let every man |}
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to unite with the Whigs, we might or we might
not defeat the Democrats. If we were to try the
experiment and fail, Whigs and Democrats wounld
despise us. We should despise ourselves. If we
should succeed, we should become identified with
the Whig party, and swallowed up by it. In
every aspect in which I can view such & polioy,
we must lose the moral power which we possess.
Standing upon eclevated principles—professing,
avowing, and proclaiming,ethe political gospel
which we present to the peqple—we cannot de-
scend to mingle in such a cgniest without a sacri-
fice of that moral and political influence which
now commands the respect oflall honest men, and

l
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Mr. Chairman, 1 know yop the course which
the people whom I represent will pursue. From
the past only can 1 judge of their future action.
A residence of half a century among them has
given me some knowledge’ of their character.
Their past action on this subject i1s *‘ known and
read of all men?

The people do their own thinking and their
own voting. They know their rights, and will
maintain them so far as moral and political action
on their part will do it. They are at all times
prepared to diecharge their duty. Sir, in 1848,
there was more political effort made to induce our
friends there to vote for the present Exzcutive,
thin was ever put forth on any other ogeasion.
Distinguished gentlemen from dther St®es, of
rreat ability, apdyof Antu-Slavery scntiments,
were imporied, to f owWls the propriety of voting
for men who fearcd te gpeak in favér of free prin-
giples. « But thgse ¢ffortg failed, and few menr&tﬁ
now he found who wiltadmit that they ever cast
a vote for the present E‘x&cuti?e——a'muﬂho has
power of his office to the suppo‘rb
Now they are to be called
on to vote for wen openly pledged and comgigded,
1 to the work of eternizing slavery and the slave
trade, and the Fugitive Law. 1 will leave the
Free Democracy of the Rdégérve to speak for
tBemsclves. “ Thepwhave always done that.

Sir, we areXn the midst 9?11 revolution. The
two-great parties are striving, to convert this free
Gavernment into a slaveholding, a slave-breeding
Republic.. X'hose powers which were dclegated
to secur® ‘liberty are now CXqrted to overthrow
freedom and the Constitutiod. , It begpmes every

L

patriot, every lover of freedma, every Chriatian,

| prostitufed the

every man, to stand forth in dcfence of popular
rights, in defence of the righ§ 'of the frec States,
of the institutions under whith we live, in defence
' of our national character. "
Sir, ljam getting old—the infirmities of age are
' cOmIng mpon me, 1 mus: soon leave the scenes
;with which I am surrounded. It is uncertain
whether I shall again address:this body ; bylone
thing’l hsk, that friends and fqes, here an e-
‘where, §n this snd in coming time, shall under-
'stand, that whether in public br in private life,
by the yayside or the fireside, in life or in death,
'l oppos , dcnounce, and repudiate, the efforts now

Wwill then unite with us in support of jistice,
truth, and liberty. The defest of the Democratic
poarty might disband them, and it might not.
Zhkere is no certainty on that point. If we were

fput forgh to involve the people of the free States
in the dhpport of glavery, of the slave trade, and
their attendant orimes.
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