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TIE RIGHTS OF TR FREG STATES SUBVERTED,

;

JAn enumeratiion of some of the most prominent instances in whick the Federal Con-
stifution has been violated by our National Government, for the benefit of Slavery.

BY A MEMBER OF CONGRESS.

e

INTRODUCTION.,

Perliaps no subject was ever more generally musunderstood than the contcet now going on hetween a
portion of the people of the free States and those who are attirhied to the slaveholding interests of the
South. Until quite 1+ cently, the southern doetrine, from the doption of the Constitution, has been, that
4 Stavery is sirictly g Stale institution, over which the Federal Government has no control.” "Fhia 12 beliaved
by the pcople of the North, generally, to be the constitutional doctrine ; those who dissent from it are ap
few that they can hardly be said to form an exeeption.  That ermnent statesman, Henry Clay, in 1844,
declared that * the cxstence, mainfenance and continuance of slavery must depend enlirely upon the pewer end
authority of the States in which it exists.”’™

From thir position few northern men will dissent.  All agree that Congrezs has no power to uphold
13 and if the States i which it extsts are unable to sustwn 1t, it should be left to perish. Congress pog-
resges no power to compel the people of the free Swtes to uphold the slavery of the Sputh @ ncither hag
it any power to compel the slave States to abolish 1t It cannot interfere for either purpose.  Still, south-
ern paoliticiurs and southern statesmen have 0 often reiterated the fuct, that northern men were cndeavor-
mg to mterfere with their “peculiar institution,’” that many northern statesmen yet seem to be uncon-
scrous that those who have said and done most in rezard to the encroachiments of slavery, have merely
endeavored te protect the righits of the free States, and to preserve the Canstitutton from being Huhverteg.
‘They have put forth their efforts to save the jcople of the North from Leing unconstitutionally involved
in the expense and crime of supporung clavery.

‘The most objectionable feature of vur Counstitution, 1¢ that provision which gives to the slave States a
representatton t Congress proportioned to the number of slaves which they holi.  This was a privil
conceded to those States. By it they now have nineteen members of Congress more than they would be
entitled to were treemen alone included in the ratio of represcntatien.  Yet these members, hke the oth-
crg; are bound by the Constitution,’ and possess ne right to pervert the Government to the support of sla-
very.,  Apguin: it is supposed by some, that that provision of the Constitution swhich relates to the arrest
of fugitive slaves, directly involves the people of the free States in the supportot'slavery.  But uhder the
construction which that elause has received, it appears that the whole power of Cuneress consists i pro-
hibiting the people of the free Staes from interfering o prevent the master, or his agents, from arresting
his fugitive sluve.  We may feed, and clothe, and h'lll.’_,‘;ﬂ the slave, knowinge him to be w fugaiive. It
reems that we may o farther: we may iform him of his rights, tdl him how to cseape, and furnish
him with arms to defend himsdf, without making ourseives habie under the Constiution or laws of the
United States. We may also refuse to feed, or to lodee the <laviholder while i pursuit of his slave; weo
may spurit him from our presence and we may ftand and see is sluve defend hnoself, even to taking
the master’s hfe, and incur ncither morad nor Jegul responsibility.  Yet we muy not secrete the slave
from, nor defend him against, his master  So far as this Fthlrrﬁltrsﬂ involves ug in a nemtive support of
slavery, so far are we hable 1o maintain that institution. Again : 1t s urged by rome that, =0 fur as tho
Constituation makes it the duty of the Federal Government to supipress tnternud vioience, it subjects the
jople of the free Stutes to the ﬂup]';nrt of slavery. The duty of the Federul Government goes only <o
far as (o suppress the violence. It takes no notice of slavery. Dut if sla_vm comnmit violenee 1 order to
obtain their liberty, such violence must be suppressed.  Yet, when the violence ceases, the power of the
Government ceases.  Our troops cannot go further and deliver the insurgents to thelr masters, nor can
they enquire whether they be tnasters or slaves. ‘The business and duty of our tvops 1= with the rio-
{rnce, and not with slavery,  But so far ag the suppression of domeste violence tends o Lhe.:;u;{pcu:l of
slavery, so fur the people of the free States may constitutionally be compelled o support that istitution,
I make this explanation in order that I may be definitely undorstnpd. 'T'akinge this as the true constric-
tion of the Constitution, we must regard every vxercisu'uf the untional influence tor the purpose of sus-
taining slavery, every payment of money from the national treasury, every employment of the navy or
of the urmy for such purpase, as violations of that strumnent, _ _ |

It iz intended in the f‘nhnwing pages, to lay before the reader some of the most prominent instances 1n
which the Federal Government have violated the Constitution, and trminpled upon the righis of the free
States, in order that slavery might be upheld and protected.  1Itis intended 1o confine the enumeration to
actual violations of the Constitntion, and to pass unnoticed all thuse attempta which have failed to wield the
power end influence of the Government to that purpoge. Noris it intended to notice any of those in-
atances in which an indirect support has been extended to that institution.  In short, the object 1s to col-
lect, within as short a space 13 may be convenient, only those prominent instances 1n which the Consti-
tution has been trampled upon for the benefit of, the slave mtereat, without embracing any of doubtfud
character, and without pretending o enumerate alf of those which are not regarded ns doubttul.

*Vide AMr, Clay’s letter to the editor of the Lexingten Olbserver, Sept. 2, 1544. .-
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With these explanatory remarks, we will proceed to examine some of those instances
in which our Federal compact has been violated-—

By treaty stipulations, -~ ,

On the th August, 1790, the United States concluded a treaty with the Creek Indians,
In which they distinctly agreed to deliver up the negroes then residing within their ter-
ritory, Zo the officers of the United States; and if not delivered on or before the fipst
day of June following the date of the treaty, the Governor of Georgia was authorized to
appoint three persons to.repair to the Indian country to demand .them. ‘The negroes
thus to be surrcndered, had left their masters during the Revolutionary war and subse-
quently thereto; and the Federal Governient now interposed its influence to get them
back to their masters. For this, and other stipulations on the part of the Indians, the
United States agrecd to pay them an annuity of fifteen hundred dollars, together with
¢ertain goods mentioned in the treaty.* "This 13 bolieved tobe the firstinstance in which
the Federal Government was exerted to perpetuate slavery instead of liberty, By this
treaty, the people of the free States were involved in the expense of restoring the fugi-
tive slaves of Georgia, and from that day to the present time, they have been annually
taxed to meet the stipulations of this treaty, and will continue to be taxed under these
siipulations while we remain a nation, and the Creek Indians shall constitute an inde.
pendent tribe.

- But the Indians neglected o deliver the negroes; and on the 31st December, 1795,
the Secretary of War communicated to the President the fact, that the Indians had dis-
regarded their ccmpact, 1n neglecting to deliver the slaves under the treaty of 1790, and
advised thai the slaves be paid for by the United States.t

'This communication was sent to the Senate and House of Representatives by the
President on the 12th January folluwing, but no final action appears to have taken place
at that time.t On the 20th of June, 1796, another treaty was entered into between the
United States and the Creek Indisns, called “ the wreaty of Coleraine.”” By the terns
of this latter treaty, the Indians again covenanted to deliver up to the officers of the U.
States, such negroes as were resident in their nation; and if they were not delivered by
the first day of January next following the date of the treaty. then the Governor of Geor-
gia was authorized 10 appoint three persons to repair to the Creek nation and demand
said negroes, under direction of the President of the United States.§ In consideration
of this, and other stipulations, the United States covenanted to pay the Indians six thou-
sand dollars in goods, and to furnish them with two blacksmiths and strikers, todls, &e.,
&c. Thus were the people of the free States again involved in the expense and disgrace
of susfaining slavery, for the sole benefii of the slaveholders of Georgia. It should also
be understood, that at the conclusion of this treaty, many of the slaves from the < Upper
Creek towns” were brought in and delivered to the oflicers of Government, who con-
descended to act with the Indians as the assistant catchpolls of southern slaveholders.|

~ Thus were the people of the whole nation taxed and again dishonored for the benefit
of an institution most palpably beyond the jurisdiction of the Federal Government, and
abhorrent to the feelings of the people generally.
~ ‘T'he slaves of Georgia, however, continued to flee from bondage, and to seck an asy-
lum among the Indians; and many who had left prior to the ‘reaty of 1790, remained
in the Indian country, inlermarried with the Seminoles, or ¢ Southern Creeks,” as they
were then called, and became petmanently incorporated with various bands known as
the * Florida Indians.'’q

The people and government of Georgia were constantly making efforts to get the U.
Stafes to obtain a return of the slaves who were living with the Indians; but these ef-
forts proved of litile use, as the Indians neglected to restore any of them.** in 1802,
a general law regulating intercourse between thie people of the United States and the In-
dian tribes, was enacted by Congress. By the terms of this law, the agent for paying

- 3Laws of the United States, 1 vol., 359.—6th American State Papers, 81. 15 American $late Papers,
946. 3 American ‘State Papers, vol. 5, page 546. § Amer, State Papers, vol. 5, P“gﬂ 586, Laws U.
S., vol. 1, page 363. || Vide 6 vol. American State Papers, page 252. 1 House Doc. 271, 1st Ses., 24th
Congress.  **5 American State Papers, 249. '
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annuities was authorized to retain from the annuities of any tribe, the value of any pro-
perty taken from the white people by Indians belonging to such tribe.* Under this
law, it is said, that a compensation was retained by the agent of the United States, for
all slaves who left their masters, and went to unite with the Indians, subsequent to the
passage thereof. Ou this point the writer speaks from vérbal information, and no: from
official documents. It is, however, certain, that the people of Georgia could neitner get
the negroes who bad left their masters prior to the passage of the law, nor could they ob-
tain compensation for their loss, ‘They therefore became importunate in their denwands

upon the Federal Government, to interfere more effectually for the protection of slavery
an that State. The Executive finally determined te make another effort to aid the

slaveholders of Georgia in obtaining their slaves, or tv extort from the Indians a com-
pensation for their lses.t  'f'o effect this object, arrangements were made by the Execu-

tive of the U. States and the Executive of Georgia, for negotiating another treaty with
the Indians; at the making of which, the State of Georgia should be represented by her

authorized agents, in order that the claims of her slaveholders should ke duly regarded.t

Instructions were given to the commissioners, who negotiated the treaty on the part of the

United States, to iend to the agents of Georgia every aid that might tend to effect the

object of their mission.§

'The commissioners on the part of the U. States, and those on the part of G'eorgia, met
the chiefs, warriors and head men of the Creeks at “Indian Spring,”” about the 25th De-
cember, 1R21, On the 27th, the commissioners of Georgia delivered their talk to the In-
dians, in which they assured the Indians, that ““in order to keep the chain of friendship
bright belween the white and red people, it was necessary that they showld do ustice
To £AcH oTHER.” 'They then reminded the Indians of their stipulation to return negroes,
contained in the treaties of New York and Celeraine, and delivered to the Indians a list
of their claims. The next day, Gen. McIntosh, principal chief, replied, that ¢ he did
not know that he was called here to answer for the claims of Georgia, until they had re-
ceived the talk of the commissioners yesterday—that inost of the items he hnew nothing
about,”” That Gen, McGilvery, who negotiated the treaty of N. York more than thirty
years belore, when he returned, informed their people that they were to deliver up the ne-
groes then in the nation: but they were not to be liable for any that were dead or re-
moved. 'That many of them were collected at the time of the treaty of Coleraine, and
delivered to the agent of the U, States. "I hat others were subsequently delivered to Col.
Hawking, who never mentioned to them anv claim under the treaty of Coleraine, but
mentioned that of N, York. 'That many of the negroea had been carried awzay by the
British gt the close of the war; that in 18106, many of these negroes were in the fort on
the Apolachicola river; that most of them were killed, and those that were not killed
were elivered to Col. Clinch—and many of the neygroes had gone into Florida among
the Yeminoles. "That he had himself, with his warriors, jeined Gen. Jackson's army,
and oune with them into Fiorida, where they took some ol those negroes, and delivered
them to the agent of the UL States, and that others still remained amon, ' the Seminoles,
I'nat if the President admitied that country to belong to the Creeks. he would take hig
warriors and go and bring up as many as they could get, and deliver them up to the U.
States, e thought the Crecks had fairly complied with their treaties in good faith.§

In reply to this, the commissioners ¢ Georgia insisted that the Indians ought to pay
for the negroes carried away by the British at the close of the war, and for those among
the Seminoles, ¢ and for the increase of all that had taken ug their residence among
the Indians.”” 'This demand was rejected by the Indians, Tt was, however, agreed
to refer all the claims of Georgia against the Indians to the President,** and a stipulation
was made in the treaty, by which the UJ. States were to hold $250,000 due from the U.
States to the Indians, in trust for the pavment of such claims as the President should re-
gard just and proper.tt The President took upon himsell the discharge of thus esti-
mating the value of the slaves, and the propriety of paying for their increase. Commis-
aioners were appointed for that purpose, who, after {full examination, estimated the amount

¢ ans_ U.S.,2v0l,,360. {6 American State Papers, 248,257. {6 American State Papers, 254,
§ 6 Ametican State Papers, 250. 1| 6 American State Papers, 251. ¥ 6 American State Papers, 252.

** 6 American State Papers, 256. 11 6 American State Papers, 1349,
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$hat should be paid to the slaveholders of Georgia, n foll of al} demands, at $101,000,
This sum, according to the report of Mr. Wirt, Attorney General of the U. States, was
made un by estimating the price of the negroes at two or three times their reol value.*
T'his money being paid over to the owners of slaves, left in the hands of the Government
$149,000 belonging 1o the Indians. ‘T'hat amount was retained by Government for some
years, until the owners of slaves having already veceived two or three times their real
value, petitioned Congress to distribute the remsining sum among them as an additional
compensation. Congress made the appropriation, and the money was paid to them, and
the Indians were thus defranded by the General Govermment of 149,000, in order to
enrich the slaveholders of Georgia, in addition to paying two or three times ihe real
value of the negroes.t

_Thus was the Ceanstitution violated, and the people of the free States involved in one
of the g:ossest frauds ever practised upon an offending tribe of helpless Indians, for the
purpose of protecting the slaveholding interests of Georgia. It should also be borne in
snind that these things were transacted at a period when all southern statesmen very cor-
vectly denied that “Congress or the Federal Government possessed rny powers what-
ever in relution to slavery.” During a period of more than thirty vy 2urs was the influ-
ence of the Federal Govermmentexerted for the purpose of obtaining ‘nese fugitive slaves,
or in extorting from the Indians a compensation {or their owners. The Senate were
¢alled upon 10 approve those treaties, Uongress was called on to pass laws, and to ap-
propriate money to carry those treaties into effect, and the people of the free States to fay
the morey znd bear the disgrace, in order that slavery may be sustained, 13ut tRe conse-
quences of these efforts still continue, and the Governmeat has to this day been unable
to extricate itself from the difficulties into which these exertions in behalf of slavery pre-
cipitated it.  And the people of the free States are to this day taxed and dishonored, in
consequence of these violations of their constitutional rights, 'These facts will be more
fully illustrated when we examine our subsequent relations with the Seminoles and
Crecks. But we will now look 1o our separate treaties with the Seminole Indians,

The first treaty between the U, States and these Indians bears date at ¢ Camp Moul-
trie,”” September 18, 1623. By this treaty the U. States agreed to pay them £6,000,
and nn annnity of five thousand for twenty vears; besides $1,000 yearly for twenty
years, 10 be cxpended in the support of a school, and the lihe sun for the same period
to be expended in the support of a qur and blacksmith.

By the 7th article of said treaty, the Indians obligated themselves «“£o be vigilant and
aclive in preventing the retreating to or passing through the district of country as-
signed them, of any cbsconding slaves or fugitives fromn justice.” They further stip-
ulated ** to use all necessary exertions to apprehend and deliver such fugitive slaves to:
the agent of the United States.””f Thus was the money of the nation again appropri-
ated directly for the purpose of catching southern slaves, and returning them to their
masters, while t:i¢ people of the North were constantly told that the Federal Govern-
ment possessed ** no constitutional power in relation to slyvery.”

Before we proceed further, it will be well to caution the rcader to bear in mipd the his-
torical fac,, that, prior to the making of this treaty with the Seminole Indians in 1823,
they had been ‘egarded as a portion of the Creek tribe, from whoin they separated, and
were therefore called ¢Sewminoles,” or “runaways. "It has alrcady been stated that a
large portion of these slaves, who had left Georgia prior to 1802, had united with these
bznds of Seminoles, had interinarried, and become incorporated with them. They had
been paid tor by the Creeks at the rate of five or six times their real value, and the Creeks
having paid their money for them, sent their agents among the Seminales to demand theis:
as slaves, not doubting that they had derived a good title to them and their offspring, from
the Government of the U. States.§ But the Seminoleg, unwilling to surrender their
wives and children to the Creeks, and being vexed and harrassed with these and other

demands made upon them [or slaves, were induced to enter into the treaty of *Payne’s

- * Ex. Doc., 1st Ses., 26th Congress, vol. 6, No. 123. t LawsU. 8., 9vol,117. { Vidce trcnl;'. 1 vol.
n

W. 8. Laws, 708. § Vide report of Wiley Thompson, agent of the U. States for the Seminole Indians,,
I5. Doc. 125, 3d scesion 25th Congress,
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Landing,”” in May, 1832, by which they stipulated to remove West, and re-unite with
the Creeks. The 7th article of that treaty is in the following words : ,

““The Seminoles, being anxious to be relieved from repeated vexatious demands for
slaves, (and other property alleged to have been stolen or destroyed by them,) so that
they may remove unembarrassed to their new homes, the United States stipulate to have
the same properly investigated, and to liquidate such as may be satisfactorily establigh-
ed, provided the amount does not exceed seven thonsand doliars. ™*

tlere, agan, the mouey collected in the free States was paid over directly to the slave-
bolders of Georgia, and Alabama, and Florida, as a compensation for their fugitive slaves.
And s0 little objection was made to it, that few of the neople of the North were informed
of the fact. "The Crecks, however, were not satisfied with this arrangement, but continued
to press the Seminoles to surrender their wives and children, as the property of the Creeks.

It w1l be recollected that the Seminoles had agréed in the treatv to remove west, and
{0 re-unite with the Crecks, But to emigrate under such circumstances wonld hg to
ylace themselves in the power of the Creeks, who would thus gain possession of those
whom they claimed as slaves, but who were in truth wives and children of the Semi-
noles. They therefore preferred to remain and fight the whites, rather than go to
the wesat, and permit their wives and children to become slaves, They were, however,
overpowered, and compelled to emigrate. But when carried west of Arkansas they
dared not yo into the Creck country, but settled down upon the territory belonging to
the Cherokees.  Here they remained. T'he Cherokees protested against this act of the
Seminoles,  The Creeks were anxious to have the Seminoles remove within their ju-
risdiction, in order to get their slaves, which they had purchased so dearly of the Fede-
ral Government, while the Seminoles dared not place themselvee in the power of the
Crecks; and during scveral years this triangular contention kept these tribes in a state
of turmoil, and almost constantly threatened them, and the Uaited States with war.
"This state of things was wholly brought about by the efforts of our Government to ob-
tain pay for the fugitive slaves of Georgia. The Exccutive was not an idle spectaior
of these faets. Efforts were constantly made to arrange the difficulty, but without suc-
cess, until December last, when it is said that a treaty was effected between the United
States on gne part, the Caerokees of another puart, the Creeks of another part, and the
Seminoles of the fourth part.  We are entirely indebted to reports communicated throngh
the public press, and received from officers of Government, in respect to this treaty and
itg terms. [t has not been officially made known to the people. But so far as we are
able to leurn the treaty provides: 1, that the Seminoles shall leave the Cherokee lands,
and shall setiie upon the tract assianed to the Crecks, 2. Their wives and children and
husbands shull remain free. 3. The Seminoles shall pay to the Creeks, for their wives,
hnshands, and children, such sums as shall be awarded by the President of the U. States.
Thus we shall exhibit to the civilized world the singulir fact of the Executive of the
only free nation upon earth, gravely estimating the value of men, of women, and of
children, sold and transferred by our Government to a savage and barbarous peaple.
Yet is the question often asked by northern men, “FFhat heve we to do with slavery2”’
I answer, we are compelled to pay our money, involve ourselves in crime, degrade our
character, and see our constitutional rights subverted, in order that slavery may be sus-
tained.  The first and last realy with those southern Indians were negotiared for the
benefit of slavery; indeed, most of our treaties with them since 1789 have contained
some provisions for the benefit of the slave holding interest.

Treaty with England.

During the late war with Great Britain many slaves escaped from their masters in the
southern States, and sought protection under the British flag, Inthe first article of the trea-
ty of Ghent astipulation was inserted for the restoration of slaves, understood by the com-
nussioners who negotiated the treaty on the part of Grest Britain to refer to those slaves
who had been captured in certain forts ; Hut by our Government understood to refer to
all those slaves who had escaped from their masters during the war, and who had sought
British proteciion. The construction given to the treaty by our Executive was urged

* Vide treaty of Payne’s Landing, 9 vol. U. S. Laws, 1240,
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.upon the British ministry with such persevering energy that a compromise was effected,
‘by which they agreed to pay to the Government of the United States one million two
hundred and four thousand dollars, fox the berefit of those Southern planters who had
lost their slaves.®* Thus the Exeeuntive assumed to act as the protector of slavery, and
the influence of the Government was prostituted to the support of that institution. The
.money was recetved; and Congress has often sat in grave deliberation as to the manner
of distributing this money among those who claimed to own the fiesh and blood, the

“bones and sinews, of their fellow men.

Treaty with Spain.

By the last clause cf the 9th ariicle of our treaty with Spain, entered into in Febru-
-ary, 1819, our Governinent became obligated to ** cause satisfaction to be made for the
mjuries, if any, which by process of law should be established to have been suffered
by the Spanish officers and the individual Spanish inhabitants, by the late operations of
the American army in Florida."t  In March, 1823, a law was passed for the purpose of
carrying this clanse of the treaty into effect;I and another was passed in January, 1834,§
-extending the benetits of this treaty to such persons as suffered by the invasion of our
troops in 1812 and '13. [In 1838 Felix Grundy, Attorney General of the United States,
gave 2 writien opinion to the Secretary of the T'reasury, that slaves were properfy, and
ought.to be paid for under that treatv and the laws to carry it into effect.| Upon the
strength of this opinion of a slave-holding Attorney Generai, Secretary Woodbury al-
lowed compensation for some ninety slaves, and some forty thousand dollars, mostly
-drawn from the people of the free States, were paid to slaveholders of Florida; and it
18 worthy of remark, that nearly if not all these claims had been rejected by former Se-
cretaries and by Congress. (Vide record in office of the Register of the Treasury.)

Moneys paid fiom the Treasury without authority of law.

The attention of the reader will be hereafter called to the fact, that certain monies re-
ceived from the British Government, as a compensation to the owners of slaves who re-
gained their ltberty from on board the slave ships “Comet and Encomium,” were left
‘in the treasury when Mr. Van Buren and his eabinet retired from office.  The fact that
such money rematned 1n the treasurv, and a call upon the owners of the slaves to claim
1t, was publiched in the newspapers of Washington and of the southern States, The
expense of these advertisements were charged over to the Government; but the money
of the slaveholders was retained as a sacred treasure, and the full amount paid over to
those who estabilished their claims to the slaves.q

When the Seminole Indians emigrated west of the Mississippi, many negroes emi-
grated with them. as a part of the tribe.  After they were gone slaveholders of Georgia
and of Florida, professing to own those negroes, called on the Treasury Department to
pay for them, and they received full compensation from the national treasury.** These

. paynents were made by the Treasury Department after the claims had been rejected by
Congress, and against the entire practice of the Government up to that period,

&
Interference of the Executive with other governments,to prevent the extension
of human richts.

When the Spanish Colonies on this continent became independent of the parent gov-
ernment they emancipated their slaves. Fears were entertained by our Government
that they would cxtend their aid to Cuba,.in which case emancipation would take place
in that Island. The effect of extending liberty to the slaves of Cuba was forescen and
dreaded. Onur representatives to the Congress of Panama were, therefore, instructed to
state to those represented in that body, explicitly, that the United States would not per-
mit a war of emancipation 10 be waged in Cuba, lest the example might be attended
with serlous consequences to the staves of this Union.tt To prevent the extension of
civil iberty to the slave population of Cuba, reat efforts were put forth by our Govern-
ment to induce the King of Spain to acknowledge the independence of his revolted co-

* Laws of the U. 8., vol. 8, 693. 1 Laws of the U. S, vol. 1, 622. t Laws of the U. 8., vol, 7, 166.
§ Laws of U. 8., vol. 9, 59. || Ex. Doc, No. 123, 24 Session 26th Congreas. ¥ xpenditure of the State
Depart., 1840. ** Expenditures of the Indiaw bureau, 1943, {t Letter of Instructions; May 8, 1826.

]
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lonies ; and the Emperor of Russia was solicited to use his influence with the Spamsh
Govemment to eﬁect that object.®

Attempts of the Executive to obtain fugitive slaves from Canada and Mezico.

Every reader is aware that great numbers of slaves have left their masters in the
northern slave States, and sought security under the British Government in Canada,
Others from the more southern slave States have found their way to Mexico. The pro-
fits of the institution being thus affected, the Executive appears to have regarded it as
an official duty to lend the influence of the nation to prevent the recurrence of such
losses. Qur minister at London was therefore instructed to obtain a stipulation with
the British Government, for the mutual surrender of fugitive slaves. The proposition
was made, and urged, until our minister was distinetly informed, taat such an arrange-
ment on the part of Great Britain was impossible.t ‘The proposal was, however, sub-
sequently pressed upon the British minister by express instructions, until that function-
ary assured our representative, that ¢ the law of Parliament gave freedom to every
slave who should land on British ground.” But the efforts of our Government were
more successful with the Mexican minister, with whom a treaty for the surrender of
fugitive slaves was actually negotiated ; but it was rejected by the Mexican Congress,
when presented for its ratification, and further attempts on the subject were given up.

Employment of the army and navy to sustain slavery.

After the close of the war with Great Britain in 1815, the fugitive slaves began to
collect on the east side of the Apalachicola river, some fifteen miles from its mouth, in
the territory of Florida. Here they erected a fort, and provided themselves with arms,
ammunition, and provisions. ‘They opened plantations 1n the vicinity of the fort, and
commenced farming. They soon attracted the attention of the slaveholders, who be-
came alarmed at these irdications of freedom. Reports to the Federal Executive were
made of the dangerous character of these fugitives, whose sole object was to live.in
the quiet and peacoful enjoyment of theirliberty. Military officers of the United States
directed their attention to this state of facts, and a correspondence, occupying many
pages in regard to this collection of fugitive slaveb, may be found among the Executive
documents of the 2d session 15th Congress.

The Secretary of War issued orders to Gen. Jackson, directing him to notify the
commandant of Pensacola that such a Fort existed, “and was occupied by some two
hundred and fifty or three hundred negroes, who inveigled the slaves from the frontier
of Georgia: and that if it should be determined that the subject did not require the -
terference of Congress, nieasures would be taken for its destruction,”” General Juckson
issued orders to Gieneral Gaines * fo destruij the fort, and lo restore the negioes {o
their owners.”” General Gaines issued his orders to Col. Clinch, who advanced with-
in a mile or two of the fort, and attempted a cannonade, but appears to have failed in
making any impression upon it. At the same tine, Commodore Patterson had des-
patched two gunboats for the reduction of this fortress. Theyv ascended the river, took
their positions opposite the fort, and, by firing hot shot. blew it up. ‘There were about
two hundred and eighty negroes, mcludmtr women and children, in the Fort, together
with some twenty Indians. Of the whole number, two hundred and seventy were
kilted, and several others mortally wounded.t Awmong them, were some of those fugi-
tives who had left their masters in Georgia prior to 1790, and for whom the Creek In-
dians subsequently paid four or five times their real value, as heretofore shown. Those
who were neither killed nor mortally wounded, were seized by our troops, and restored
to their masters.§ No act or offence zgainst the United States is alleged against these
people, except that thev fled frem slav ery. Y'or that alone they were thus murdered
by the Federal Government.—

‘““'The deep damnation of their taking off)
sests on the people of the free, as well as of the slave States,  Yet are the inhabitants of

* Instructions to Mr. Middleton, May 10, 1525, { Vide Mr. Gailatin’s Letter, July &, 1327, | Vide
Com. Patterson's report, 2 Sessicn 15th Cengress,  § Ex. Doc. 2d Session 15th bonrrress
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the north insulted by the constant assertion that the ¢ Federal Government cannot intors
eve iy any way concerning slavery.’’

This barbarous murder aroused in the negroes and Indians a spirit of hosiility to the
whites.” On the 25th March, 1818, the President communicated to the Senate such iri-
formation as he possessed in relation to the then existing war with the *Seminole In-
dians,” Among other matters, was an extract of a letter from George Perryman to
Lieut, Sands, dated February 24, 1817, in which the writer, speaking of the Indians on
Fiint River, remarks : “They speak in the most contemptuous manner of the Ameri-
cans, and threaten fo have satisfaction for what has been done—meaning the des-
truction of the negro Fort. Another of Iny acquaintances (says he) returned imme-
diately from the Seminole towns, and saw the negroes on parade there. He counted
about six hundred that bore arms. They have chosen ofticers of every deseription, and
endeavor to keep up a regular discipline. There is said to be about the same number
of Indians, and both Indians and negroes ave daily going to their standard.””* In No-
veinber, 1817, while communicating intellizence of the first skirmish between our
troops and the Indians, General Gaines says: ¢ "T'he reports of {riendly Indians concur
in estimating the number of hostile warriors, including the Redsticks and Seminoles, at
more than two thousand, besides blacks, amounting to four hundred men, and increasing
by runaways trom Georgia.”’t  Gen. Jackson, in making report of the first battle after
hig arrival upon the theatre of war, speaks of the combined forces of ¢ Indians and ne-
groes.’’t  In his report of the batie at Suwanee, he says there were * ning negroes
and two Indians killed,” and *‘two negro men taken prisoners,”” He aiso reported’
‘ nine Indians and five negroes taken prisoners™ the next day.§ In his letter of May
5, 1818, to the Secretary of War, announcing the exéeution of Arbuthnot and Ambris-
ter, Gen Jackson charges those men with having excited * this negro war.”  And in
his memorial to the Senate, he declares that « acting as chiefs of the negroes and In-
digns, Arbuthnot and Ambrister had become identified with those moasters——asso-
ciates tn war, Great Britain (says he) would not interfere, to prevent those miscreants
from instigating fugitive negroes and Indians to the burning and pillaging the buildings
and scalping the inhabitants of Georsia and Alabama.” ]|

On the trial of those men, witnesses were brought forward, to show that they had in-
tercourse with the negroes, and that they had encouraged them to defend themselves
against the whites; and one witness swore that Ambrister at one tine commanded a
party of negroes and had dealt out te them anununition, goods, paints. &e.: and another
swore that he had heard that Arbuthnot advised, that William Hambly, u prisoner,
should be delivered over to six Indians, who were iu the Fort when it was blown up,
and escaped. A letter from Arbuthnot to his son, was read in evidence and regarded as
important, In that leiter he declared, < the main object of the Americans is to des-
troy the black population on the Suiwanee.”"

In short, in the reports of nearly ali the battles fought during that war, the negroes
appear to have acted a conspicuons part; and in nearly all the documentary evidence
befure me, they appear to have been regarded as prineipals in the war.

In an address oi the Seminoles to Governor Cameron, dated in April, 1818, setting
forth the causes of the war in which they were then engaged, they declare the murder
of their brethren at the Fort blown up by our gun-boats, two years previously, to have
been a principal cause of that war. Indeed, from a careful perusal of the documentary
evidence, it appears very satisfactorily, that the efforts of our Government to sustain the
institution of slavery, by the aid of physical force, involved u intie first Seminole war.
Some slaves were taken and restored to their owners, but the naumber captured or mur-
dered by our troops does not appear from any evidence within y knowledge. Itis
quite certain that great efforts were made to break up their haunts; their villages were
burned, their plantations destroyed, their corn and other provisions used for the support
of the army, and they, together with the Indians, dispersed into various parts n[: the ter-
riory, to avoid the vengeance of our troops. This was effected by a wanton tuvasion
of a territory belonging to a friendly power. When that power refused to surrender her

2 12 American State Papers, 681. 1 Same Vol. 686. {Same Vol. €89. § Vide Gen. Juckson’s letter
t0-Secretary of War, May 5, 1818. || 12 Amer. Stute Papers, 787. 1 12 American State Papers, 757.
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fortifications, on demand of our troops, our guns were turned upon them, and they were
compelied to submit, |

When our commanding officer was called to an aceount {or these violations of faith
with a power at peace with us, he replied, that <‘fhese fortificalions had become the

rendezvous for embodying hostile negroes and Indizns and giving them corjort and
protection,”* and no further enquiries were made upon the subieci.

The second Seminole, or the «“ Florida War.’

The reader will recollect that hy the treaty of Payne’s Landing, entered into in 1832,
the Seminoles agreed to emigrate west of the Mississippi, and re-unite with the Creeks,
His attention has also been called to the fact, that they refused to emigrate, least their
wives and children should be taken from them and held as slaves; they therefore re-
mained in Florida, The people of Ilorida were anxious to rid their territory of these
Indians, and a large portion of their principal inhabitants united in a petition to the Pre-
sident for their removal, in which they declare that *¢ while this indomitable people con-
tinue where they now are, the owners of slaves in our Territory, and even in the States
contiguous, cannot for a moment, in any thing like security, enjoy this kind of proper-
ty.”’  The President refcrred the memorial to the Secretary of War, and lie called upon
the Agent of the United States, then with the Seminoles, for information. T'he agent
(Genl. Wiley ‘Thompson) replied, that ¢ the principal causes which operate to cherish
this feeling hostile to emigration are, first, the fear that their re-union with the Creeks,
which will subject them to the government and control of the Creck national council,
will be a surreniler of a large amount of negro property now held by these people, to
the Crecks as an antagenist claimant:” and Genl. Thompson further adds: * This
Creek claim to negroes now in possession of the Seminoles, which is supposed to be
toe fiest cause of hostility to the emigration of the latter tribe, grows out of the treaty of
1821, between the United States and the foriner.”’t  In order that the slaveholders in
I'lorida, and the States contiguous, might enjoy their slavery with profit, our army was
ordered to that Territory for the purpose of compelling the Indians to emigrate, and of
capturing such slaves as had seught refuge among them.

They captured four hundred and sixty negroes, who were adjudged slaves by
stafl oflicers of the army, to whom that duty was assigned, and delivered them over to
imterminable bondage.:  We have no means by which we can determine the number of
lives sacriticed in that war; but it may safely be asserted, that the capture of each slave
cost th? lives of two white men, and at least eighty thousand doliars in cash, the most
of which was drawn from the pockets of the people of the frec Swates.  The whole ex-
pense of the war is estumated at forty millions dollurs.  'T'he moral guilt incurred, and
the sacrifice of national character, cannot be estimated. Perhaps I ought to add, upon
the authority of Genl. Jesup. that blood-hounds were also purchased, to act as auxili.
artes to our army, and that blood-hounds, and soldiers, and officers, marched together
under “the star spangled banner,”” in pursuit of the panting fugitives who had fled
from southern oppression.§ And blood-hounds, and soldiers, aud officers, were paid for
from the avails of northern industry ; while our people were not perinitted to peution
their servavts to be relieved trom such degradation.

Most readers will recolleel, that several slaves escaped from their masiers in Florida
in 1843, and fled to the Island of New Providence. We learn from the accounts pubs-
lished in the newspapers of that day, that an officer and several men were detached
from one of our ships of war, to search for and arrest the fugitives ¢ and that at least
one of the revenue cutters, with its oflicers and crew, were emploved (or soine days in
a fruitless attempt to arrest their fellow men, who were thus flecing from bondage. An
agent was also sent to that Island, to demand of the Governor those who had sought
protection from slavery under the British laws.

In August, 1831, a tew slaves in the upper part of Southampton conr.iy, Virginia,
commenced an insurrection. Their whole numbers perhaps at no tin:e exceeded one
hundred.  When this news reached Norfolk, the authorities of that city made immedi-

¥ Vide Gen. Jackson's memorial to the Senate, 23d Feb., 1820, t Vide House Doc. No. 274, 1ut Ses
sion Mtk Cong.. |t House Doc. 52, 3d Sesy. 27th Congress.  § FHouse Doc. 125, 3d Sess. 25th Gong.
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ateapplication to Colonel House, then commanding at Fortross Blonroe, whe, at 6 o’cleck
the next morning, embarked on board a steambaat, with three companies of United
States troops, for the scene of action, He was re-inforced by a detachment from on
board the United States'ships Warren and Natchez, amounting in all to about three hun-
dred men, who, without any authority whatever, thus turned out to suppress the sfforts
of their fellow-men, who were exerting themselves to attain that liberty for which so
much blood was shed during the war of our Revolution. 'Their effrts to regain the in-
alignable rights with which God had endowed them, were as legal, and far more just and
“holy, than those of Washington and his associates during the Revolution; inasmuch as
they fought for natural rights, while our fathers contended for political privileges. Yetso
eager were thesc oflicers of the U. States army and navy to put down these-attempts of
their fellow-men to break the chains of oppression, that they waited for no orders or
directions from proper authority, but, in violation of the Constitution, of law, and of
justice, they sought to kill and murder those who were seeking to obtain their freedoni.”

Legislation by Congress for the purpose of establishing, supporting, and maintain-
‘ ing slavery.

In 1778, and 1790, ten miles square, situated on both sides of the Potomac river,

were conveyed, by deeds of cession from the States of Maryland and Virginia, to the
United Statas, within which to establish the seat of our National Government. But
the laws of those States were continued in foree within the territory ceded, until Con-
gress took possession of it.  Congress subsequently accepted the grant, and by statute,
approved 27th February, 1801, declared that the State laws (previously) in {orce with-
in said district should continue until repealed.
. By virtue of this provision, all laws of Maryland, including the whole of her slave
code, were established as law within that portion of said district which had been ceded
by that State. So, also, the laws ot Virginia, including her slave code, were establish-
ed in that portion of the district ceded by that Siate.  ‘T'his provision in the act of Con-
gress of 1801, 13 the foundation on which the institution of slavery and the slave trade
18 based within the District of Columbia.t Repeal this proviston of the law of 1801,
and slavery would cease and the slave trade perish. If Congress has no powers in
respect to slavery, it certainly had no power to create and establish it, and to uphold
and continue it until the present time. ‘The slave trade, with all its revolting crimes
and all its guilt, was established, and is now upheld and continued there by our laws :
and we are involved in its guilt, So, too, those barbarous laws, by which free people
of color in that district are sold into slavery. and by which a slave, for certain offences,
‘¢ is now liable to have his head cut off, his body divided, and set up in public places.”
Congress has, at various times, amended these laws, to favor the slaveholding interest; but
never in favor of liberty. 'They have given to the city of Washington power to punish
glaves corporeally,i and to employ a guard at the expense of the nation, now used to
catch fugitive slaves.§ Yet many speeches have been made, resolutions adopted, and
I may almost say that volumes have been written, to prove that Congress has not the
Constitutional power, nor the moral right, to repeal those laws of its own enacting.
Eiven at this day, Northern men are heard to enquire, what have we to do with slavery
in the District of Columbia? While Sounthern statesmen boldly declare that Congress
possesses no power in relation to slavery within this Distriet.

It would require much time to mention el of the laws enacted by Congress for the
benefit of slavery. I intend to call attention to some few of the most prominent. Con-
gress has passed laws every year since 17990, in compliance with those treaties to which
attention has been called. Under those treaties Congress has annually appropriated
moneys to fulfil our stipulations in favor of slavery.  And if we carry out those treaties
we must continue such appropriations indéfinitely.

By act of Congress, approved March 2, 1807, the ** American slave (rade’ was
repulated by Congress with as much formality as was the tariff of 1842.]

At the close of the late war with England in 1815, our commissiovers, at the treaty

*Vide Nilea’s Register, August, 1831, 1 Vide opinion of B. F. Butler, Attorney General 6 vol. Ex.
Doc. 1840. { Charter of the aity of Washington.,  § Act of the 27th Congress, || It has lately been ju-
dicially determined, that to carry a slave upon the high seas is to emancipate him,
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of Ghent, obtsined from the British Government a stipulation under which our Govern-
ment, acting as the agent of certain slaveholders, received one million two hundred
thousand dollars as a compensation for rlaves whe, utiring the war, left their masters
and sought the enjoyment of literty .under the flag of the British nation. A small por-
tion of that money ie yet in the hands of Government, but Congress has frequently
legislated for distributing portions among those elaiming to have lost slaves during the
war, [Foreign slaves have been brought into the United States since the prohibition of
the foreign slave trade, and persons convicted of thus violating the 'aws of cur nation,
have applied to Congress for relief from the penalties of that law, and Congress has gen-
erally granted it.  Among the Seminole Indians who emigrated West were many col-
ored persons, Mocn, professing to own them as slaves, have applied to Congress for
pay, and have actually been compensated for their loss, by moneys collected from the
freemen of the North.®  Representatives from the free States have not hesitated to ad-
vocate the passage of such laws, and to tax their constituents for the payment of such
claims.t : '

When Mr. Van Buren acted as President of the United States, he obtained from the
British Govermment twenty-five thousand pounds sterling, as a compensation to the
owners of those slaves who were on hoard the ships ¢ Comet” and ¢ Encominm®™
when they were wrecked near the British Island of New Providence. When he re-
tired from office, there were in the hands of the Secretary of State, Mr. Forsyth, about
seven thousand dollars unclaimed.  This money he patd to the 'reasurer of the United
States. In 1842, the owners of these slaves called on the Treasurer for the money.
He refused to pav it to them, thinking himself unauthorized to do so without a special
law for that purpose. ‘They then applied to Congress for relief. Thus, as late as
1842, slave merchants dared to approach Congress, and ask the Representatives of the
people to aid them in carrying out their speculations i the bodies of men, women, and
children. Andit is with pain and mortfication that the writer is constrained to say,
that prominent statesmen of the North supported the bill, while they were not permit-
ted to read, or refer a petition from their constituents, respectfully asking to be relieved

from the expense and crime of supporting that traffic in our own species,

THE LAWS OF FLORIPA,

By the o-ganic law of Florida, the people of that Territory were authorized to elect
a local legislature.  The legislature so elected was authorized to pass laws which were
to be submitted to Congress,.and if not disapproved by that bady, they became she
laws of the Territory. Thus Congress, by its agent, the Territorial legislature, enacted
the laws and became responsible for them. ‘Those statutes provides that free colored
people coming into that Territory to reside, and refusing to leaye it, shall be sold into
slavery. Another statute contains a provision by which free persons residing within
the Territory, and refusing to leave it, may be sold as slaves. Another law provides,
that when a judgment shall be obtained against a free colored person, and shall remain
five days unpaid, such person shall be sold into slavery to payehe debt, In short,
Florida, while under the control of Congress, has had the most barbarous code of slave
laws within the Umted States.  For these laws, Congress was responsible. Northern
Representatives have.involved us in the moral guilt attached to those laws.  They were
cnacted especially for the henefit of slavery, without Constitutional authority, and in
total disregard of ourrights and of the rights of mankind.

In 1839, Cnngress pussed a special law giving five thousand dollars to the officers and

* Vide ““act for relief of Depevster and others,”” approved 17th June, 1344,  { During the 27th Con-
gress, the Hon, Ezra Dean, of Ohio, reported a hill for compensating the owners of slaves stolen by the
followers of General Jaekson’s army while in Florida in 1814, The bill was sustained by him in a set
specch.  But its real nature being expluined, 1t was rejected, only 36 members voting for it.  Nearly
one-half of the slavcholding members voted against this bill, reported and sustained by a Representative
from Ohio, ¢ Vide Journal of the House of Representatives, 2d session, 27th Cangress. -

Nore.—During the st session 28th Congress, Hon. C. J. Ingersoll, Chairman of the Commutice pne
Foreten Aflairs, reported a bl to pay to the Spaniards cluming to own the slaves on board the Amis-
tad, 470,000 ; but the subject being discussed on the question of prinung the report, the bill was never
called up for action.
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¢rew of the two gun boats sent by Commodore Fatterson to blow up e fort on the
Apalachicola river, as has been stated, and by which two hundred and seventy men,
woren, and children were murdered in cold blood for their love of liberty, The peo-
pie of the free States were not only involved in the crime of those murders, but they
were compelled to pay a bounty to those who committed them.*

Our rel:ztians with Hayti.

The existence of a black republic in the island of Hayti was early regarded as a danger-
ous precedent, should the fact become known to the slave popuiation of our Southern
States. To harrass those people, and to prevent, as far as convenient, all intercourse be-
1iween that island and our slave States, inorder to keep the slaves of those States in total
agnorance of the liberty enjoyed by their brethren in Hayti, Congress, by special law, ap-
proved 28th February, 1806, prohibited all commercial intercourse between the ports of
the U. States and those of Hayti, (not in possession and under the acknowl xiged zovern-
ment of France.)t The law provided, that after due notice of the passage of the act, any
-vessel trading from any port of the United States to any of the prohibited ports in St.
Domingo, togeiher with the cargo of such vessel, should be forfeited, &ec.  The'law
subsequently expired by its own limitation, but to this day our Government has refnsed
to acknowledge the independence of Hayti, or to establish commercial relations with
its government, Thus the freemen of the Northern States are deprived of the profits
‘whieh they would derive from established commercial relations between the two gov-
eraments, in order that Southern slavery may be sustained and continued.

Aitempts to obtain fuzitive slaves from Canada.

On the 10th of May, 1828, the House of Representatives, by resolution, ** requested
the President to open negotiations with the British Government, in the view to obtain
an arrangement, whereby fugitive slaves, who have taken refuge in Canada, may be sur-
tendered.””; The Executive had anticipated the wishes of the House, but his efforts
failed, as will be seen hereafter.

The purchase of Florida.

While Florida was owned by Spain, it afforded 2n asylum to the slaves who escaped
from the contiguous States; for, by the Law of Nationg, no government is hound to sur-
vender fugiiive slaves. ‘The bondmen of Georgia and Alabama fled into Florida, and
erected the fort referred to heretofore. Without law, and without precedent, and in
violation of his constitutional powers, Gen. Jackson demanided of the Governor of Pen.
sacola, “the destruclion of the fort, and return of the negroes.”§ e further stated,
that unless this were done by the Spanish suthorities, the troops of the United States
would do ite  After thedort was destroyed, the negroes collected together in considera-
ble force upon the Suwanee rivei, and were in greater or less numbers seattered through-
out various portions of Florida., ‘They were found at Berancas, St. Mark’s, and Pensa-
cola, Gen. Jackson, in his memorial to the Senate, speaking of those posts, declared,
that ¢ they had beaoine the rendezvous for embodying hostile negroes and fndians,
2nd for giving them comfort and protection.”” *'I'hese posts (said he) had been alter-
nately substituted for the fort on the Apalachicola, (the fort blown-up,) and thither the
negroes 2nd Indians retreated for shelter after their defeat at Mickasuky.”” In his letter
to the Secretary of War, dated Nov'r 28, 1818, Gen. Jackson says: * The situation of
Florida, in refation to our country, is peculiar, and demands the early attention of our
Government-—her territory will always prove an asylum to the disafiocted and restless
savage, ag well as to @ more dangerous population, unless some energetic government
<can be established to control and exclude these interfopers.’”” Indeed, every reader
mus! sce, that while Florida belonged to any foreign power, the slaves ot the South
would flee to it for protection. ‘The purchase of Florida had become necessary
1o the slaveholding interest. The purchase was therefore made, and five millions
of dollars taken from the people and paid over for the support of slavery. lLet noone
say that we obtained lands in return for our money. Gen. Jesup has informed us, that

- £ 9yol. Laws U. 8. 1065. {Laws U.S,, vol. 4, page 4. ¢ Vide Journal of that date. § 12 Ameri-
can 8tate Papers, 750.
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“those lands would not pay for the medicines wsed by our troops while removing.
the Indians.” Indeed, for years those lands have been offered gratis to -those who.
would settle upon them; but as yet we. have beer uncble to give them cway. Neither.
let 1t be said that we have received the revenue in return for our money, The govern-.
ment of the Territory has cost us probably twenty times the amount of revenue received, .
The truth is, the slave interest demanded the purchase, and it was made.*

Svporession of the Right of Peiltion.

On the 28th of May, 1836, thc House of Representatives adopted a resolution, which
excluded from being read or considered, ** all petitions, memorials, resolutions, and
propositions, reluling in any way, or to any extent whatever, to the subject of sla-
very.”'t  Thus, while the institution of slavery, and the slave trade it: the District of
Colnmbia and in the Territory of Florida, were upheld and maintained by acts of Con-
gtess, the people were prohibited from asking a repeal of those laws! T'his resolution
ceased to have any effect at the adjournment of Congress. ‘

On tle 181h of December, 1837, 2 member from Vermont presented to the House a
petition, signed by some six hundred inhabitants of that State, praving the abolition of’
slavery and the slave trzde in the Distriet of Columbia. On the 206th it came up for
cousideration, when the member presenting it, (llon. Mr. Slade.) moved to refer 1t
with instruetions, to the Committee on the Distriet of Columbia, directing them to re-
port a bill for e woolition of slavery and the slave trade in said District, and addressed.
the House for the purpose of assigning his reasons for such instructions, Much confu-
ston ensucd; a portion of the southern members withdrew from the Hall, threatening:
an immediate dissolution of the Union.,  Others called Mr. Slade to order; and finally
the Speaker declared him out of order, and inmediately the Ilouse adjourned.? It was
sald thrat the southern members held a meeting. that night, and agreed upon a resolution
eitnilar to that adopted in 1836.§ ‘The next morning a siaveholding member from Vir-
rinia presented the resolution, which was adopted by 2 vbte of 135 to 60.] The vote
was taken by avese and noes, and when the clerk called the name of “John Quincy
Adams,” that venerable statesman arose and said, < 7 hold the resolution to be a vio-
latior: of the Constilution of the United States; of the right of my constituents and
=0f the peeple of the United States o petition, and of my right lo freedom of speech
as a mamber of this Houge.'

At the session of 1838-'9 the House was not fullvy organized until the 9th of Decem-
ber.  On the evening of the 10th 2 meeting was satd to have been held by the Demo-
cratic party of hoth free and slave States, at which resolutions were agreed upon, de-
claring that Congress had no constitutional power to abolish slavery in the Distriet of
Celumbia, und exeluding all petitions upon the subject of slavery from being read or
referred by the House,  The resolutions weve said to have been drawn up by a distin-
ruished statesman of the south, but the infamy of presenting them was awarded to «
northern man.  "They were accordingly presented on the morning of the 11th of De-
cember, and adopred by a vote of 137 to 66.**

At the commencement of the next Congress the substance of these resolutions were
adopted in the form of a rule of the House, and continued to be the law of that body
until the 2d session of the 28th Congress, when they were disecarded, and the r_'ight of
petttion was regained after a struggle of nine vears.  An attempt to renew the rule was
made on the first day of the st session 29th Congress, but it failed by a vote of 84 to 121,

Suppression of the Freedom of Speech.

Most of the members of the House regarded the freedom of speech suppressed to the:
same extent as 4ras the right of petition. Such was the construction given to the rule
by the Speaxer, that he usually declared every meinber out of order who spoke disze-

* In 1839 we paid to custom-house officers at St. Augustine and St. John’s, in Florida, two thougand
X hundred am{ fifty dollars for collecting nothing. 1 Vide Journul of 26th May, 1836.  § Vide Journal
of 1837, 125.  § Various newspaper accounts. || Vide Journzd, 197, 128, 129. 1 Vide Journal, 133.
** Vide journal of 3d session 25th Coneress, p. 51, 52.

Neote.~~Nine days after the adoption of these resolutions a coffle of thirty slaves chained together,
and followed by about the same number of females, who were permitted to travel unchained, were detvesn .

pust the Capitel, on their way to o seuthern markes.
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gpeetfully of slavery, even when that subject came collaterally under consideration.
But while northern wmembers were thus compelled to keep silence in regard to- the
“ peculiar institytion,” and their constituents were taxed for its support, southern
members were permitted to assail, in such terms as they pleased, those who manifested
any degree of restiessness under the unequal privileges enjoyed by members from the
ditferent sections of the Union. ' But while northern membery were thus compelied to
hold a-place somewhere between the supercilious overseer aud the trembling slave,
they were often called to vote for the support of an institation vhich they held in per-
fect abhorrence. In January, 1842, while this rule, denying to the people the tight of
petition in relation to slavery, was in force, Mr. Adams presented the petition of some
forty inhabitauts of Haverhill, Massachusetts, praying that a peaceable dissolution of
the Union might take place. He moved its reference to a select committee, with in-
structions to report against the prayer of the petition, and to assign the reasons for so
doing. But a slaveholding member, regarding the liberty of thus presenting the peti-
tions of northern men as dangerous to the slave power, immediately offered a resolution
10 censure Mr. Adams for this exercise of his constitutional right and solemn duty, Sev-
eral days were spent in the trial, when the slaveholders, finding themselves unable to carry
the resolution withoutdiscussion, it was laid uponthe table, where itslept the sleep of death.

The President having communicated to the Senate the instructions forwarded to our
winister in England, directing him to use his eflorts to obtain from that Government a
compensation for the slaves who had taken possession of the slave ship Creole, and
the Senate having gravely referred the subject to a committee of that body for conside-
ration, a member from Ohio offered a series of resolutions, denying the power of the
Federal Governinent to involve the people of the free States in the support of the slave
drade. For thus presuming to assert the .constitutional rights of the people of the free
States, he was at once arraigned before the body of which he was 2 member, and with-;
out being permitted to speak in his own defence, a resolution of censure was passed
upon him, and he was driven from his saat in Congress.* This act of unprecedented
tyranny aroused a portion of the northern press, and the constitutional rights of the
people were declared in such tones of firm determination, that-no attempts were subse-
quently made to silence those who spoke of slavery, while they kept within patrliamen.
tary rules. ’

Extension of slavery by the Federal Government.

By the terms of the Federal Constitation, slaves are included in the federal ratio of
representation, counting five slaves equal to three freemen.  ‘Tnis provision of the Con-
stitution s strongly opposed to Northern interests and Nerthern honor.  But to skow
that the framers of that instrament had no expectation that this most shaoxious feature
was to be extended, and Northern men {urthier. degraded by ut, I will only refer the
reader to the ordinance of 1787, by which a perpetual covenant between the people of
the Northwest Territory and the Federal Government was entered into, forever to ex-
clude slavery from said territory. "T'his comprised all of the territory then clajmed by
. the United States, and this ordinance was mlopted some two months prior to the fora-
tion of the Constitution, and while the convention that framed it were in session. The
subsequent purchase of Louistana was declared by Mr, Jefterson to he entirely without
Constitutional authority. DBut the admnission of Louisiana, Missouri, and Arkanzas, as
slave States, thus giving to the holders of slaves in those States a political influence in
the Federal GGovernment over the freemen of the North, in proporiion to the number of
their slaves, was a most fatal blow to the Constitution, and to the rights, the interests,
and the honor of the frec States. To their admission the people of the free States sub-
mitted, and the precedent thus established has been seized upon by the slaveholding

power to justify another outrage upon this cherter of our rights, which, in the minds of

reflecting men, leaves little hope for the permanency of our Federal Union. .
When the annexation of Texas was first agitated, all parties concurred in rejecting
the proposal as unconsfitutional. 'The Federal Fixecutive declaved that the power to

.unite this nation with a foreign government was unknown to our Constitution, In

ot
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the early discussions in both Houses of Congress, the propesed annexation was at-
tempted to be justified solely upon the ground of its being necessary to the pmsperuy
of the slave interest.  But the advocates finally seized upon the purchase of Louijsiana
and, its subsequent admission as a precedent; and Texas is even now claiimed as a part
of the United States, and the work of annexzfion will doubiless be consummated during
the present session of Congress. Then will the people of the free States be degraded
to the political level of foreign slaves, We shall then reach a point at which our love
of liberty, our feelings of independence, and our sense of honor, will be tested. Quiet
submission will be diggrace to ourselves, destruction to our rights, and subversion to the

Constifution.
Admission of Florida as a slave State.

Having paid five millions of dollars for the purchase of Florida, and forty mllhans {o
catch the fugitive slaves, and some millions to maintain a ctvil government there, it was
deemed necessary, in order to secure the ascendancy of the slave power, to admit Flori-
da into the Unjon as a State, * with all her sins upon her,” giving to her a political in-
fluence in the Federal Government in proportion to the number of slaves she holds,
counting five slaves equal to three Northern freemen. This was done by act of Con-
gress, passed at the 2d session of the 28th Congress, allowing but two hours for its dig-
cussion,® one of which was oceupied by a slaveholding friend of the Union, in an en-
deavor to convince gentlemen of the free Stares of the relative worth of Northern free-
nicn when compared with Southern slaveholders.

Attemnpts of the Executive to sustain the American Slave Trade.

It is now generally understood that slavery, being an abridgement of natural right, can
only exist by force of positive municipal law, and is therefore confined strictly to the
jurisdiction creating 1t.  ‘T'hus sjavery exists 1n Virginia by force of the laws of that
State.  While within that State a master may shoot his slave, if he runs from him; but
were he to do that in Ohio, he would be hanﬂ'ed for the murder, for the reason that the
aws of Virginia cannot extend into Ohio, Yet trade 11 slaves between the northern
slave States and those lying further South, and alno with ‘T'exas, has been carried on by
sea for many years: sull, in point of law, every slave thus taken from the jurisdiction
of the slave Btate, 18 free the moment-he leaves 1he bounds of such State and cnters up-
on the high seas.

in 1831, ¢ 'T'he Comet,”” 2 slave ship from &letundrla for N. Orleans, was wreeked °
on the [sland of Abacco, and her slaves and erew were taken to Nassau, in the Island of
New Providence. 'T'he island being under British laws, the slaves were of conrse free
as soon as they landed on British territory. They had heen free under our laws, from
the moment they were 2 league from our coast. Thus the reader will see that by the
laws of both nations they were freemen. But the slave merchants, finding themselves
unable to eontrol the movements of their human cargo, called upon lhe authorities of the
island fer assistance, to aid themn in holding their fellow nien in subjection.  But, there
being no faw there, by which one foreigner couid control the siberty of another, all aid
was refused, and the slave- MONgers returned to the United States, and clalmed the as-
sistance of the National Govermment to aid them in carrying out their attempted spec-
uiation in human flesh, by demanding of the British Government 2 compensation for
their loss,

In 1833, the brig i Encomium,”” from Charleston, for N. Orleans, with slaves, was
wrecked near Abacco, and her slaves obtained their liberty in the same way.

In 1835, *The Enterprise,” another slave ship was driven into Bermuda, a Bm;eh
port, by stress of weather, and her slaves were also liberated by force of British laws.

These repeated losses alarmed the slave merchants, and threatened seriously to affect
the prospects of those who were engaged in breeding slaves for market. The Executive
entered upon the subject with great zeal arid energyv. Instructions were sent to our Min-
ister at London, directing him (o make demand of the British Government for reparation
to the slave merchants who owned these cargoes of human beings. Not because the

* Yide 2 session 28th Congress.
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British Government or any subject of the British Crown had gained any thing in conse-
quence of these persons having obtaimed their freedom; but because the slavedealers had
sustained a loss, in consequence of the Inglish Government not having enacted laws
authorizing the Ameriean slave trade.  He was informed that this feature of the British
laws * was too dangerous to a large section of our country to be tolerated.” 'Fhe
demand was made, and as our minister was hunsell an extensive slaveholder, he entered
upon the subject with 80 much zeal, that his assertions were soon carried fur beyond
the bounds of truth, In an oflicial communication to Lord Palmerston, he declared
that our ** Government had more than once. in the most solemn manner, determined
that slaves killed in the service of the U, States, even in a stale of war, were Lo he re-
garded as property,and not as persons, und the government held responsible for then,’
By means of the most unceasing energy, and misrepresentations on the part of our min-
1ster, the British Gevernment were induced 10 pav over 1o our Fxecutive the s of
£25,000 sterhing, for the benelit of those who claimed to own the persons on hoard the
Come?’” and “the Encomum.” "These vessels were wreeked, and the persons on board
obtained their hiberty prior to the tahing etfect of the seneral emanerpation acty whieh Lib-
erated the slaves i the Briish West India Ishainds, But the Faterprise” had entered
Bermuda after the taking etfeet of that law, and the Briushomins: ters vefused all compen-
sation to the slave owners on board that ship,  Partial suceess, however, stimuelued the
Executive w a more vigorous prosecuation of the claims of the unfortunate slavedealers
who owned the cargo of *the Futerprise.,” Fresh mastructions were sent to our munister
at London: and to aid the Executive with the influence of the Senate, resolutions deelar-
g the law of nations ta authorize a slave ship when driven by stress of weather o en-
ter the port of a friendly power, and 1o hold control of the sluves on hoard unnt she can
refit, were introduced into the Senate by the Honw O Callionns and althouely theiy
fallacy was apparent to every eounty court fawver, vet they were adopted by the Senate
without a dissenting voice.  Most of the Nenators tromy free States, however, refused to
vote.* 'I'o aid the Excceutive sull turther, the comintiee on foreien affairs in the House
of Representutives mude a veport, in which this subject was entoned, and an allusion
was made to the unpleasant consequences which weuld follow w fina! rejection ot the
demand by Great Brituin}
While thix was the state of the diplomatie correspondence between the two govern-
ments, the “lHermosa,” another slave ship, wos w recked, and her shaves obhpuned therr
“freedom in the same manner us those on board the other shups. In Octaber, 1812, soon
after the wreek of the Hermosa, the Creole teft Richinond, Vag for New Orpleans, with
glaves on board.  While at sea, the slaves roze upon the erew, hitled one of them, and
took the ship 10 Nassau, and, leaving her o the control of her captaing they went on
shore in pursuit of their own happiness,  "These cirenmstanees appear to have aroused
the whole slaveholding interest.  Instructions were amap tratsmitied 10 our munster at
London, and he was exhorted o press the demand upon the Briush Governmentfor com-
pensation for the slaves on board those ships, The Senwe ealled for the correspond-
ence, discussion ensued. in whieh grave Renators threatencd destruetion to those 1slands
if compensation were not granted to the shve merchonts who had thus lost their cargoe
of slaves. At lhis time a member of the House of Representatives introdueed resoin-
tions denving the constitutional power of the Federal Government to mvolve the people
of the free States in the support of the slave trade.  As heretofore stated, the member
was censured, and driven from Congress, for thus presuming to assert the doeirines of
the Constitution: but the subject was inztantly latd aside, and no more discussions were
bad in regard to the slave trade. Whether the Iixecutive continued to press the demand
upon Great Britain, is unknown to the publie. It however, there was any further cor-
respondence in regard to the loss of those slaves, it vet remains concealed in the Tixe-
cutive port {olio.

* Vide Journal of the Sconte, 1et gepeion 26k Conerces. 1 Vide Jovrred Heuse of Repreventutives,
2d session S0th Congreyy,



