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S PEETCH

OF TNE

RIGHT HONOURABLE

WILLIAM PITT

T this hour® of the morning I am afraid, Sir, [ am

too much exhaufted to enter fo fully into the fubjeét

fore the Committee as I could with ; Kut if my bodily

ftrength is in any degree equal to the taik, I fecl fo_itrongly

the magnitude of this queftion, that I am extremely easnet

to deliver my fentiments, which 1 rifc to do with the more

fatisfaltion, becaufe I now look forward to the iffue of this
bufinefs with confiderable hopes of fuccefs.

The.debate has this day taken a turn, which, though it
has produced a varicty of new fuggeftions, has, upon the
whole, contracted this queftion into a much narrower point
than it was ecver brought into before.

I cannot fay that.1 quite agree with the Right' Honourable
Gentleman over the way (Mr, Fox) ; I am far from deplor-
ing all that has been faid by my two Honourable Friends
U&r. Dunpas and the Speaker.) 1 rather rejoice that they
have pow brought this fubject to a fair ifflue—that fomething,
at leaft, is atrcady gained, and that the queftron has takea
altogether a new courfe this night. It is truc, a difterence
of opinion has been ftated, and has been urged with all the

® Jt was thur Four o'Clock Tuefday Morning.
' force
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force of argument that could be given to it, But give me
feave to fay, that this difference has been urged upon princi-
Eles very far removed from thofe which were maintained
y the opponents of my Honourable Friend when he firlt
brought forward his motion. There are very few of thofe
who have fpoken this night, who have not thought it
their duty to declare their full and entire concurrence with
"my Honourable Friend in promoting the Abolition of
the Slave “Trade, as their uitimate objeit.  However we may
differ as to the time and manner of it, we are agreed in the
- Abolition itfelf; and my Honourable Friends have exprefled
their agreement in this fentiment with that fenfibility upon the
fubject,. which humanity does molt undoubtedly require. 1
do not, however, think they yet perceive what are the ne-
ceflary confequences of their own conceflion, or follow up
their own principles to their jult conclufion.

The point now in difpute between us, ts, a difterence
perely as to the peried of time, at which the Abolition of the
Siave T'rade ouzht to take place. 1 therefore congratulate
tais Houfe, the Country, and the World, that this great
point is gained; that we may now confider this trade as
baving received its condemnation 3 that its fentence is feal
ed ;5 that this Curfe of mankind is feen by the Houfe in its
true light ; and that the greateft ftizma on our national cha-
ratter which-ever yet exiited, is about to be removed | And,
Sir, (which is ftill more important) zhat MANKIND, I
truft, in /gemral, are now likely t9 be delivered from the greateft
praltical evtl that ever has afflilled the human race——from the
ﬂ*w;;/i and moft extenfive calamity recorded in the H%'y of the
world : - .

In proceeding to give my reafons for concurring with
my Honourable Friend in his motion, I fhall neceflarily advert
to thofe topics which my Honourable Friends near me have
touched upon ; and which they ftated to be their motives for
preferring a gradual, and in fome dezree, a diftant Abolition of
the Slave Trade, to the more immediate and diret meafure
now propofed to you. Regimning as 1 do, with declaring
that in this refpect I differ completely from my Righe
Honourab!e Friends near me, 1 do noty, however, mecan
to fay, that I differ as t¢ onc obfervarion which has
been preficd sather ftrongly by them.  If they can fhew

A2 that
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thit ¢beir propofition of a gradual Abolition, is more
Hkely than sars td fecure the ohje® which we have in view—
that by proceeding zradually we fhall acrive more jﬁmﬁ{y at
our end, and attain it with more certainty, than by a di-
#eft vote immediately to abolith :=If they can thew to the
fatisfaltion’ bath of myfelf and the Com.initiee, that our pro-
pofition has more the apper.rance of a fpeedy Abolition, than
the reality of it; undoubtedly they will in this cafe make a
convert of me, and my Honourable Friend who moved the
queftion; they will make a convert of every man among us,
who Jouks to this, which Itruft we 21l do, as a queftion not
to be determined by theoretical princinles or enthufiaftic fecl-
ings, but conlfiders the practicability of the mcafure—aimingz
fimply to effe® his obje@ in the fhorteft time, and in the
fureft poffible manner.

Ify however, 1 fhall be able to fhew that sur meafure pro-
ceeds m:ye direllly to its objeél, and fecures it with more cer-
gainty, and within a Ufs diffant peried ; and that the Slave
‘Trade will on our plan be abolifhed fooner than on his ; may
I not then hope, that my Ri%ht Honourable Friends will be
as ready to adopt our propofition, as we fhould in the other
tale be willing to accede to theirs ¢

One of my Right Honourabie Friends has ftated, that an
A& pafled here for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, would
not fecure its Abolition. Now, Sir, I fhould be glad to
kuow, why an A& of the Britith Legiflature, enforced by all
tiofe fantions which we have undoubtedly the power and the
rightto appl?v,'is not to be effeCtual ; at leaft as to every mate-
rial purpofe! Will not the executive power have the fame ap-
polntment of the officers and the courts of judicature, by which
all the caufes relating to this fubje® muft be tried, that it
has in other cafes ! 'Will there not be the fame fyftem of law
by which we now maintain 2 monopoly of commerce ? If the
fame law, Sir, be applied to the prohibition of the Siave Trade,
which is applizd in the cafe of ather comtraband commerce, with
all the fame means of the country to back it, Iamat 2 lofs
to know why the aftual and total Abolition is not as likely
to be effeed in this way, as by any plan or proje of my
- Honourable Friends, for bringing about a gradual terminatic.
of it. . 'But my obfervation is extremely fortified by what fell
from my Honourable Friend who fpoke Jaft : he has told yso_u,

- : it
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Sir, thatif you will have patience with it for a few yeers, the Slave
Trade muft drop of itfelf, from the increafing dearnefs of the
commodity imported, and the increafing progrefs, on the, othep
hand, of internal population. Is it true, then, that the impor-.
tations are fo expenfive and difadvantageous already, that the
inter:wl population is even now becoming a cheaper refource ?
I afk then, if you leave to the importer no means of importa-
tion but by [nuggling, and if, befides all the prefent difadvan-
gages, you load him with all the charges and kazards of the
fmuggi::r,' by taking care that the laws againft fmuggling are
in this cafe watchfully and rigoroufly enforced, is there any
danger of any confiderable (upply of frefh Slaves being poured
into the iflands thirough this channel? And is there any real
ground of fear, becaule a few Slaves may have been fmugg-
led in or out of the iflands, that a bill will be ufelefs and in-
cffettual on uny fuch ground ? The queftion under thefe cir-
cumftances will not bear a difpute.

Perhaps, however, my Honourable Fricnds may take up
another ground, and fay, © It is true your meafure would fhut
¢ out further importations more immediately ; but we do not
¢ merr 1o fhut them out immediately. 'We think it right, on
¢ grounds of general Expediency, that they fhould not be im-
“ mediately fhut out.”” Let us therefore now come to this
queftion of the Expediency of making the Abolition diftart
and gradual, rather than immediate.,

The argument of expediency in my opinion (like every
athcr argument in this difquifition) will not juftity the con.
tinuance of the Slave T'rade tor one unneceflury hour.  Supe
pofing it to be in our power (which I have lﬁrewn it is) to
enforce the prohibition from this prefent time, the expediency of
doing it is to me fo ciear, that if I went on this principle alone
} fhould not fcel 2 moment’s hefitation. What is the argu-
ment of cxocdieacy ftated on the other fide? It is doubted
whether the deaths and births in the iflands are as yet fo nearly
equal as tocenfure the keeping up a fufficient ftock of labourers
in anfwer to this | ok the liberty of mentioning in a for-
mer year, what appeared to me to be the ftate of population
at that time. My obfervations were taken from documents
which we have recafon to judge authentic, and which canied
on the face of them the conclufions 1 then ftated : they
wuse the clear, fimple, and obvious refuly of ‘a careful ex:e

A3 mination
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mination which T madc into this fubje&t, and any Gentleman
who will take the famie pains may arrive at the fame degree of
fatisfaction. |

Thefe calculations, however, applied to a period of time that
is now four or five years pafl.  ‘I'he births were then, in
the genoral view of them, nearly equal to the deaths ; and, as
the ftate of population was fhewn, by a confiderable retrof-
ge&, to be regularly increafing, an excefs of births muit

efore this time have taken place.

~ Anothcr obfervation has been made as to the difproportion
of the fexes : this, however, is a difparity which exiited in
any materia] degree only in former years 3 it is a difparity of
which the Slave Trade has becen itfelf the caufe; which will
gradually diminifh as the Slave Trade diminifhes, and muft
entircly ceale, if the ‘Trade fhall be abolifheds but which,
“neverthelefs, is made the very plea for its continuance. I be-
licve this difpraportion of the fexes, taking the whsle number
in the iflands, Creole as well as imported Africans, the latter
of whom occafion all the difproportion, is not now by any
means confidcrable.

But, Sir, [ alfo fhewed, that the great mortalitv, which
turncd the halance {o as to make the deaths appear mnore nu-
merous than the birthe, arofe too from the imported Africans,
who die in extraordinary numbers in the feafoning.  If, there-
fore, the importation of Negrocs fhould ceafe, every one of
the caufes of mortality, which [ have now ftzted, would ceafe
alfn. Nor can I conceive any reafon wiy the prefent number
of labour:rs fhould not maintain itfelf in the Weil Indies, ex-
cept it be from fome artificial caufe, fome fault in the iflands ;
fuch as the impolicy of their governors, or the cruclty of the
managers ard officers, whem they employ.

I will pot re-iterate all thae 1 faid at that time, or gothrough
ifland by ifland. It is true, there is 2 difference in the ceded
iflands ; and I flatc them potiibly to be, in fome refpects, an
excepied cafe.  But, it we ure 10 enterinto the fubject of the
mortality in clearing new lands 5 this, Sir, is undoubtedly
another queftion : the mortality here is tenfold ; and this s
to be confidercd, hot as the carrying en a trade, but as the [t-
ting on foot a Slave Trade for the purpole of peopling the Co-
lony ; a meafure which [ think will not now be maintained.
1 thercfore defire Gentlemen to tell me fairly, whether !hj

ptriv
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period they look to is not now arrived? Whether, at this hour,
the Weit Indies may not be declared to have atually attained
a ftatc in which they can maintain their population # and up-
on the anfwer 1 muft neceffarily receive, I tnink I could
fafely reft the whole of the quettion.

One -Honourable Gentleman has rather ingenioufiy cb-
ferved that oneor other of thefe two aflertions of ours, muft
neceflarily be falfe : that either the population muft be de-
creafing, which we deny ; or, if the population is increafing,
that the Slaves muft be perfectly well treated, (this being the
caufc of fuch population) which we deny alfo. That the po-
pulation is rather increafing than otherwife ; and alfo that the
general treatment is by no means fo good as it ought to be,
are both points which have been feparately proved by different
evidences ; nor are thefe two points fo entirely incompatible,
T'he ill treatment muft be very great indeed, in order to di-
minifth materially the population of any race of people. That
it is not fo extremcly great as to do this, I will admit.
I wiileven admit, if you pleafe, that this charge may poflibly
have been fometimes ¢xaggerated; and I certainly think, that
it applies lefs and lefs as we come nearer to the prefent times.

But, let us fee how this contradition of ours, as it is
thought, reallv ftands, and how the explanation of it wiil
completely fettl: our minds, on the point in queftion. Do
the Slaves drminifb in numbers # It can be nothing but i/
treatment that caufes the diminution. T his il] trcatment the
Abolition. muft and will reftrain. In this cafe, therefore, we
ought to vote for the Abolition, On the other hand, Do you
chufe to fay that the Slaves clearly increafe in numbers ? Then
you want no importations, and, in this cafe alfo, you may
fufely vote for the Abolition. Or, if you chufe to fay, as the
third and only other cafe which can be put, and which perhaps
is the neareft to the truth, that the population is nearly flation-
ary, and the creatment neitier fo bad nor fo gosd as it might be ;
then furely, Sir, it will not be denied, that this of all others, is
on each of the two grounds,the proper period for ftopping fur-
ther fupplies: for your population, which you own is already
ftationary, will thus be made undoubtedly to increafe from the
births ; and the good treatment of your prefent Slaves, which
I am now fuppofinz is but very moderate, will be neceflarily
improved alfo by the fame meafure of Abolition. 1 fay,

A g therefore
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therefore, that thefe propofitions, contradiflory as they
may be reprefented, are in truth not at all inconfiftent,
but even come in aid of each other, and lead to a conclufion
that is decifive. And let it be always remembered, that in this
braneh of my argument, I have only in view the well-being of
the Welt Indies, and do not now ground any thing on the
African part of the queftion,

But, Sir, I may carry thefe obfervations refpeing the
iflands much further. It is within the power of the Colonifts,
(and is it not then their indifpenfable duty ?) to apply them-
felves to the correction of thofe various abufcs, by which po-
pulation is reftrained. The moft important confequences
may be expefted to attend Colonial regulations for this pur-
pofe. With the improvement of internal population, the
condition of every Negro- will improve alfo ; his liberty will
advance, or at leaft he will be approcching to a ftate of liberty.
Nor can you increafe the happinefs, or extend the freedom of
the Negro, without adding in an equal degrce to the fafely
of the iflands, and of all their inhabitants. Thus, Sir, in the
place of §/aves, who naturally have an intereft dire&tly oppo-
fite to that of their mafters, and are therefore viewed by them
with an eye of conftant fufpicion, you will create a body of
valuable c¢itizers and fubjeils, forming a pare of the fame com-
munity, having a common intereft with their {uperiors, in
the fecurity and profperity of the whole.

And, here-let me add, that in proportion as you increafe
the happinefs of thefe unfortunate beings, you will undoubtedly
increafe in effe€t the guantity of their labour alfo.  Gentlemen,
talk of the diminution of the labour of the iflands! T will ven-
ture to affert, that, even if in confequence of the Abolition
there were to be fome decreafe in the number of haunds, the
quantity of work done, fuppofing the condition of tic Slaves to
imprsve, would by no means diminifh in the fame proportion ;
perhaps would be far from dim‘nithing at all. For if you ref-
tore to this degraded race the true feclings of men; if you
take them out from among tihc order of brutes, and place
them on a level with the rcﬁ of the human fpecies; they will
then work with that energy which is natural to men, and their
labour will be produétive, in a thoufand ways, above what it
has yet been ; as the Jabour of 2 man is always more produc-
tive than that of a mere Inute. I

t
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It generally happens that in every bad caufe fome in-
formation ariles out of the evidence of its defenders themfelves,
which (erves to expole in one part or other the weaknefs of
their defence. It is the chara&teriftic of fuch a caufe, that if
it be atall goneinto, even by its own fupporters, it is liable te
o ruined by the conteadictions in which thofe who maintain
It are for ever involved.

The Committee of the Privy Council of Great Britain
fent over certain querics to the Weft India iflands, with aview
of elucidating the prefent fubject; and they particularly in~
quired, whether the Negroes had any days or hours allotted to
them, in which they might work for themielves. The Af-
femblies in their anfvers, with anair of great fatisfaltion ftat.
the labour of the Slaves to be moderate, and the Welt In-
dia {yitem to be well calculated to promote the domeftic hap-
pinels of the Slaves: They add, ¢ that proprictors are not
‘“ compelled by law to allow their Slaves any part of the fix
“ working days of the week for themfelves, but that it is the
¢ peneral pradtice to allow them one afternoon in every weck
‘“ out of crop time, which, with fuch hours as they chule to
¢ work on Sundays, is time amply fufficient for their own pur-
¢ pofes :>* Now, therefore, will the Nezroes, or [ may rather
fay, do the Negroes work for their own emslument € 1 ber
the Committec’s attention to this point: The Atlembly of
Grenada proceeds to ftate.—I have their ewn words for it—
“ That theuzh the Negrees are ailssved the afternisns cf ony
 cone day in every weeky they will do as imuch work i that aj-
S ternoony wnen emplosed for their own beefity as in the sobile
“ day whin employed in their maflers fervice.”

Now, Siry, 1 will defire you to burn. all mv czleulztions ;
to difbelieve, if you pleafe, every word 1 have faid on tirc
prefent ftate of population ; nay, [ willadmit, for the fuke of
argumcent, that the pumbers are decreafing, and the produc-
tive labour at prefent infuflicient for the cultivation of thofc
countries:t And I will then afx, whether the incerenfe o the
quantty of labour whici is reafonabiy to be expected from tae
improved condition of the Slaves, is not by the admiflion o
the iflands themfelves, by their admiJion not merely of an
argument but a fafty far more than fufficient to ccunterba-
bance any decreafe which can be rationally apprehended from
a defedlive flate of ticlr population ¥ Whyy Siry, a Negro if
ks he
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he works for bimfelf, and not for a mafter, will do double
work ! This is their own account. If you will believe the
planters, if vou will believe the legiflature of the iflands, the
produllive labour of the colonies would, in cale the Negroes
worked as free labourers inftead of Slaves, be literally doubled,
Half the prefent labourers on this fuppofition would fuffice,
for the whole cultivation of our iflands on the prefent fcale.
I therefore, confidently afk the Houfe, whether in confider-
ing the whole of this queftion, we may not fairly look for-
ward to an improvement in the condition of thefe unhappy
and degraded beings ; not only as an event defirable on the
ground of humanity and political prudence; but alfo as a
means of increafing, very confiderably indeed, (even without

any increafing population,) the produltive induftry of the
‘Iflands ?

When Gentlemen are fo nicely balancing the paft and fu-
ture means of cultivating the plantations, let me requeft them
to put this argument into-the {cale; and the more they con-
fider it, the more will they be (atisfied, that both the folidity of

‘the principle which I have ftated, and the fa& which I have juft
quoted, in the very words of the Colonial Legiflature, will
‘bear mc out in every inference I have drawn. [ think chey

“will perceive alfo, that it is the undeniable duty of this Houfe,
on the grounds of true policv, immediately to fanftion and
carry into eftet that fyftem which enfures thefe important
advantages ; in addition to all tholc other ineftimable bleflings
which follow in their train.

If, thercfore, the argument of expediency as applying to
the Weit India Iflands, is the teft by which this queftion s
to be tried ; 1 trutt I have now cftablifhed this propofition,
namely, that whatever tends moft fpecdily and effeétually to
meliorate the condition of the dlaves, is, undoubtedly on the
sround of expediency, leaving juftice out of the queftion, the
main object to be purfusad.

"I'hat the immediatc Atolition of the Slave Trade will
moft eminently have this cffeét, and that it is the only mea-
fure from which this cffect can in any confiderable degree be
expected, are points to which 1 fhall prefently come; but be-

- fore [ enter upon them, let m2 notice one or two further cir-
cumfiances.

We
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. We are toid (and by refpettable and well-informed perfohs)
that the purchafe of new negroes has bzen injurious inftead
of profitable to the planters themfelves ;3 fo large a proportion
of thzfc unhappy wretches being found to perifh in the feas
foninz, Writers well verfed in this fubje&t have even ad-
vifed that, in order to remove the femptation which the Slave
Trade offers to exp:nd large fums in this injudicious way,
the dior of impartation flould be fhut.—T1his very plan which
we now propofe, the mifchief of which is reprefented to be
fo great as to outweigh {o many, other momentuus confider«
ations has allually been recommended by fome of the baft
authorities, as a plan higaly requifite to be adopted on the
very principle of advantags to the iflands; nay, not merely
on that principle of gencral and political advantage on which
I have already touchzd, but for the advantage of the very
individuals- who would otherwife be moft forward in pur-
chafing Slaves., On the part of the Weft Indians it is urged,
“ The Planters are in debt: They are already diftrefied s
¢ if vou ftop the Slave Trade, they will be runzd.””  ANir,
Long, the celebrated hiftorian of Jamaica, recommends the
{topping of importations, as a receipt for enablinz the plana
tations which are cmbarzafled 12 get cut of o b2, 1 will quiote his
words. Speaking of the ufurious terms on which monev is often
borrowed for the purchafe of frefh Slaves, he zdvifes ¢ the
“ laying a duty eqnal to a prehibitizn on all negroes imiported
¢ for the fpuce of four or five years, cxcept ftor re-exporta-
¢ tion.”” ¢ Such a law,” he preeeeds to fay, ¢ would be at
¢ tended with the following good confequences. It wgulid
¢¢ put an immediate ftop to thefe ex*orions; it would en-
¢ ablc the planter to retricve his attairs by priventing iim
& from running in detty etther by renting or purchafing of ne-
¢ grocs ; it wouid render fuch recruits lels necefiury, by the
“ redoulled care he world be obliged t3 take of his prejent flock,
 the prefervation of their lives and health @ And laftly, it
¢ would raife the value of negroes in the ifland.—A NorTa
¢« AMERICAN PRrROvVINCF, BY THIS PROBIBITION ALONE
“ FOR A FEW YEARS, 'ROM BEING DEEPLY PLUNGED
“ N DeEpT, 1125 BECOME INDEPENDENT, RICEH, AND
 FLOURISHING.”

On this authority of Mr. Long 1 reft the queft'on, whether
the prehibition of (vither impertations is that rafh, impchiic,

L 2 and
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and completely ruinous meafure, which it is fo confidently
declared to be with refpelt to our Weft Indian Plautations.

I do not however mean in thus treating this branch of the
fubje®, abfolutely to exclude the queftion of indemnification
on the (uppofition of poffible difadvantages affeting the Weft
Indies through the Abolition of the Slave Trade. But
when Gentlemen fet up a claim of compenfation merely on
thofe general allegations, which are all that I have yet heard
from them, I can only anfwer, let them produce their cafe in
a diftinét and fpecific form ; and if upon any praéticable or
reafonable grounds it fhall claim coniideration, it will then
be time enough for Parliament to decide upon it.

I now come to another circumftance of great weight, con-
nefted with this part of the qucftion. [ mean the danger to
which the Iflands are expofed from thofe negroes who are
newly imported. ‘This, Sir, like the obfervation which [
lately made, is no mere fpeculation of ours; for here again I
refer you to Mr. Long, the Hiftorian of Jamaica. He treats
particularly of the dangerss to be dreaded from the introduétion
of Coromantine negroes; an appcllation under which are
comprifed feveral defcriptions of Negroes obtained on the
Gold Coaft, whofe native country is not exaltly known,
and who are purchafed in a variety of markets, havinz been
brought fram fome diftance inland, With a view of pre-
venting infurretions, he advifes, that ¢ by laying a duty
“ equal to a prohibition, no more of thefe Coromantines
¢ fhould be bought;” and after noticing one Infurrettion
which happened through their means, he tells you of another
in the following year, in which thirty-three Coromantines,
 mofl of whem had been newly tmported, fuddenly rofe and in
¢ the fpace of an hour murdered and wounded no lefs than
¢ ninetcen hite perfons.”

To the authority of Mr. Long, both in this and other
parts of his work, I may add the recorded opinion of the
Committee of the Houfe of Aflembly of Jamaica itfelf ; who, in
confequence of a rebellion among the Slaves, were appointed
to inquire into the beft mcans of preventing future Infur.
reftions. The Committce reported, ¢ That the rebellion
« had originated (like moft or all ethers) with the Coro.
“ mantines ; and they psopofed that a bill frould be brought in

. &t f?r



( 13 )

& far laying a higher -duty on the importation of thefe particular
¢ " Negroes,” which was intended to operate as a prohibition.
But the danger is not confined to the importation of Coro-
mantines. Mr. Long, carefully inveftigating as he does the
caufes of fuch frequent Infurrctions, particularly at Jamaica,
accounts for them from the greatnefs of it’s gzeneral importa-
tions. ¢ In two years and a half,” fays he, *¢ 27,000 Ne-
¢ oroes have been imported.’’—* No wonder we have rebel-
¢ Jions! T'wenty-feventhoufandintwo years and abalf?”” Why,
Sir, I believe that in fome late years there have been as many
imported into the fame Ifland within the fame period ! Sure.
ly, Sir, when Gentlemen talk {o vchemently of the fafety of
the Iflands, and charge us with being fo indifferent to it;
when they fpeak of the calamities of St. Domingo, and of
fimilar dangers impending over their own heads at the prefent
hour, it ill becomes them to be the perfons who are crying out
£ir further importations. 1till becomes them to charge upon us
the crime of ftirring up Infurrcétions—upon us who are only
adopting the very principles, which Mr. Long—which in part
even the Legtflature of Jamaica itfelf laid down in the time
of danger, with an avowed view to the prevention of any fuch

calamity.
The Houfe, I am fure will eafily belicve it is no finall fatis.

faltion to me, that among the many arguments for proh:bit-
ing the Slave Trade which crowd upon my mind; the fe-
curity of our Welft India pofleflions againft internal commo.
tions, as well as forcign cnemies, is among the moft promi-
neat and moft forcible.  And here let me apply to my two
Right Honourable Friends, and afk them, whether in this part
of the argument they do not fee rcalon for smimediate Aboa
lition? \Why fhould you any longer import into thofe coun-
tries that which is the very feed of Infurretion and rebellion?
Why fhould you perfift in intrcducing thofe latent principles
of conflagration, which if they thould once burlt forth, may an-
nihilate in a fingle day the induftry of an hundred years ?
Why will you fubject yourfelves, with open cyes, to the evi-
dent and imminent rifk of a calamity, which may throw you
back a whole century in your profits, in your cultivation, in
your progrefs to thc cmancipatioa of your Slaves; and dife
appointing at once cvery onc of thefe golden expellations,

may retard not enly the accomplithment of that happy fyftem
B 3 which
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which I have attempted to deferibe, but may cut off cven
our opportunity of taking any one introductory ftep? Let us
regin from this time] Let us-not commit thefe important
interefts to any further hazard! Let us profacute this great
obje@® from this very hour! Let us vote that she Abolition
of the Slave Trade fthull be immediate, and not left to I know
not what future time or contingency! Will my Right Hon.
Friends anfwer for the fafet’v of the Iflands during any ima-
ginable intervening period? Or do they think that any little
advantages of the kind which they ftate, can have any weight
In that feale of expediency in which this great queftic:. ought
undoubtedly to be tricd.
 ‘Thus ftated, 2nd thus alone, Sir, can it be truly ftated, to
what does the whole of my Right Honourable Friend’s argu-
ments, on the head of expediency, amount? It amounts
but to this ;: —The Colonies on the one hand would have to
ftruzele with fome few difficuities and difadvantages at the
firft, for the fzke of cobtaining on the other hand immediate -
fecurity to their leading interefts ; of enfuring, Sir! even their
own political exiltence; und for the fake alfo of immediatcly
commencing that fyflem of proareflive improvemenrt in the
condition of the Slaves, which is neceflary to ruife them froimn
the ftate of brutes to that of rational beinge, but which never
¢an begin until the introduétion of thefe new difuftelted and
dangerous Africans into the fame gangs, fhall have becn
ttopped.

]pf any argument can in the flighteft degree juflify the
fcverity that is now fo generally pradtifed in the treatment of
the Slaves, it muft be the introdu&tion of thefle Africans, It
is the intreduQion of thefe Africans that renders all idea of
Emancipation for the prefent fo chimerical ; and the ver
mention of it fo dreadiul. It is the introduétion of thefe
Africans that keeps Jown the condition of al} Plantation Ne-
grors. Whatever {yfiem of treatment is deemed neceffary by
the Planters to be adopted towards thefe new Africans, extends
itfelf to the other Slaves alfo; inftead therefore of deferring
the hour when you will finally put an end to importations,
vainly purpofing that the condition of your prefent Siaves
thould previoufly be mended, you muft, in the very firft
inftance, ftop your impostations, if you hope to introduce any
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ratioral or praticable plan, either of gradual emancipation,.
or prefent general improvement. .

Having now done with this queftion of expediency as affett
ing the Iflands, I come next to a propofition advanced by my
Right Honourable Friend, (Mr. Dundas,) which appeared
to intimate, that on account of fome patrimonial rights of the
Weft Indians, the prohibition of the Slave Trade might be
confidered as an invafion of their legal inheritance.

Now, in anfwer to this propofition, I muft make two or
three remarks, which I think my Right Honourable Friend
will find fome confiderable difficulty in anfwering :

Firft, I obferve that hisargument, if it be worth any thing,
applies juft as much to gradual as immediate Abolition. |
have nodoubt, that at whatever period he fhould be difpofed
te fay, the Abolition fhould aftually take place, this defence
will equally be fet up ; for it certainly is juft as good an argu-
ment againft an Abolition feven, or feventy years hence, as
againft an Abolition at this moment. It fuppofes, we have
no right whatever to ftop the importations ; and even though.
the difadvantage to our plantations, which fome Gentlemen
fuppofe to attend the meafure of immediate Abolition, fhould
be admitted gradually to leffen by the lapfe of a few years, yet
in point of principle, the abfence of all rizht of interference
would remain the fame. My Right Honourable Friend,
therefore, I am fure will not prefs an arzument not lefs hoftile
to his propofition than to ours. But let us inveltigate the
foundation of this cbjection, and I will commence what L
have to fay, by putting a quefticn to my Right Honourable
Friend. It is chiefly on tne prefumed ground of our being
baund by a parliamentary fanilion heretsfire given to the African
Slave Tradey, that this argument againt the Abolition is
refted. Does then my Right Honourable Friend, or does
any man in this Houfe think, that the Slave Trade has re-
ceived any fuch parliamentary fanltion, as muft place it
more out of the jurifdition of the leziflature for ever after,
than the other branches of our national commerce? I afk,
is there any one regulation of any part of our commerce,
which, it this argument be valid, may not equally be ob-
jelted to, on the ground of its affe@ting fome man’s patri.
mony, fome man’s property, or fomc man’s expeélations ?
Let it never be forgotten that the argument I am canvafﬁnﬁ
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would be juft as ftrong, if the pofleflion aftefted were fmall,
and the pofleflors humble; for on every principle of juftice,
the property of any fingle individual, or fmall number of indi-
viduals is as facred, as that of the great body of Welt In-
dians. Jultice ought to extend hcr protetion with rigid im-
partiality to the rich and to the poor, to the powerful and to
the humble. 1f this be the cafe, in what a fituation does my
Right Honourable Friend’s argument place the legiflature of
Britain? What room is lcft for their interference in the regu-
lation of any part of our commerce? Itis fcarcely poflible to la!
a duty on any one article, which may not when firft impofed,
be faid in fome way to affeét the property of individuals, and
even of fome entire clafles of the community., If the laws
refpecting the Slave i’rade imply a contrat for its perpetual
continuance, I wiil venture to Igy, there does not pals a year
without fome alt, equally pledging the (aith of parliament to
the perpetuating of fome other branch of commerce. In fhort,
1 repeat my cblervation, that no new tax can be impoled,
much lefs can any prokibitery duty be ever laid on any branch
of trade, that has before been regulated by parliament, it this
principle be once admitted.

Before I refer to the aéts of parliament by which the public
faith is faid to be pledzed ; let me remark allo, thata contraét
for the continuance of the Slave T'rade, muft on the principles
which I fhall prefently infift on, have been void, cven from the
beginning ; for if this trade is an outraze upon juftice, and
only another name for fraud, robbery and murder; will any
man urge that the legiflature could poffibly by any pledge
whatever incur the cbligation of being an acceflary, or I may
even fay, a principal in the commifion of fuch cnormities,
by fanctioning their continuance ¢ as well might an individual
think himfelf bound by a promife to commit an aflaffination.
I am confident, Gentlemen muft fec, that our proceeding on
fuch grounds, would infringe all the principles of law, and
fubvert the very foundation of morality.

Lt us now fee, how far the als themfelves fhew that there
ss this fort of parliamentary pledge to continue the African
Slave Trade. The Aét of 23. Geo. II. C. 31, is that by
which we arc fuppofed to be bound up by contract to fanction
all thofe horrors now fo incontrovertiby proved. How fur-
prifed then Sir, muft the Houfc be to find, that by a claufe of

thets
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their very alt, fome of thefe outrages are exprefsly forbidden !

It fays, ¢ No commarder, or mafter of a fhip trading to

« Africa, thali by fraud, force, or violence, or by any indi-

¢ re&t pratice whatfocver, take on board cr carry away from
¢« the coaft of Africa, any Negro, or Native of the faid
¢ country, o commit any violence on the Natives, to the pre-

¢ judice of the faid trade, and that every perfon {o offending,
‘¢ fhall for every fuch offence forfeit”—When it comes te
the penalty, forry am [ to fay, that we fee too clofe a refem.-
blance to the Weit India law, which infli€ts the payment of
30l. as the punifhment for murdering 2 negro. The price
of blood in Africa is 10cl. but even this penalty is enough
to prove that the At at leaft does not fanétion, much lefs
does it engape to perpetuate enormities ; and the whole trade
has now becen demonftrated to be a mafs, a fyltem of enormi-
tics ; of enormities which incontrovertibly bid defiance not
only to this claufe, but to every regulation which our inge-
nuity can devife, and our power carry into effect, Nothing
can accomplifh the object of this daufe but an extintlion of
the trade iticlf.

But, Sir, let us fec what was the motive for carrying on
the trade at all? The preamble of the Al {tates it, ¢ Whereas
¢ the trade to and {fromm Africa 15 2ery advantazesns t9 Great
« Lritain, and neceffary for she fupplying the i lentatiens and
« Colonies thereunto belonging with a fuficient number of
“ Negroes at reafonable rates, and for thar turpefe the faid
¢ trade fhould be carried on,” &&c. — Here then we feo what
the Parliament had in vicw when it pafled this aét; and [ have
clearly fhewn that not one of the occations on which it grounde
ed its proccedings new exifts, 1 mav then plead, I think, the
very act itfelf as an argument tor the Abolition,  Ifitis thewn,
that inftead of being ¢ very advantageons,” to Great Britain,
this trade is the moft deftructive that can well be imagined to
her interefts 3 that it is the ruin of our feamen; that it ftops
the extenfion of our manufadtures.——If it 1s proved in the
fecond place that it is not new necefiury for the ¢ fupnlving
 our Plantattons with Negroes 37 if it is turther eftablithed
that this traffick was from the very beginning contrary to the
firft principles of jullice, and confequently that a pledze for
its continuance, hid one bheen attempted to have been given,
muft have been compictely and abfolutely void—where then
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in this A& of Parliament is the contrat to be found, by which
Britain is bound, as fhe is faid to be, never to liften to her
own true interefts, and to the cries of the Natives of Africa ?
Is it not clear that a'l argument, founded on the {uppofed
p!edﬁed faith of Parliament, makes againft thofe who employ
it? refe';!ou to the principles which obtain in other cafes.
Every Trade A& fhews undoubtedly that the Legiflature is
ufed to pay a tender regard to all clafles of the community.
But if for the fake of moral duty, of national honour, or even
of great political advantage, it is thought right, by authority
of Parliament, to alter any long cftablithed fyftem, Parliament
is competent to do it. ‘The Legiflature wi{l undoubtedly be
carcful to fubjelt individuals to as little inconvenience as
poflible ; and if any peculiar hardfhip fhould arife, that can
be diftinétly ftated, and fairly pleaded, thece will ¢ver, I am
furc, be a liberal feeling to./ards them in the Legiflature of
this country, which is the guardian of all who live under its
proteltion. On the prefent occafion, the moft powerful
confiderations call upon us to Abolith the Slave Tradc; and
if we refufe to attend to them on the alleged ground of
pledaed faith and contract, we fhall depart as widcly from
the practice of Parliament, as from the path of moral duty,
If indced there is any cafe of hardthip, which comes within
the proper cognizance of Parliament, and calls for the exercife
of its liberality,~wecll! But fuch a cafc muft be referved
for calm confideration, as a matter diftinét from the prefent
queftion.

I beg pardon for dwelling fo long on the argument of cx-
diency, and on the mwanner in which it affets the Weft
ndies. I have been carned away by my own fcelings on
fome of thefe points into a greater length than I intended,
elpecially confidering how fully the fubjelt has been already
argued. ‘The refult of all I have faid, is, that there exifts no
impediment, no obftacle, no fhadow of reafonable objection
on the ground of pledged faith, or even on that of national
expediency, to the Abolition of this trade. On the contrary, all
the arguments drawn from thofe fources plead for it, and they
plead much more loudly, and much more ftrongly in every
part of the queftion, fgr an immediate, than for a gradual

Abol:tiun, B
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But now, Sir, I come to Africa. That is the ground on
which I reft, and here it is"that I fay my Right Honourable
Friends do not carry their principles to their fuil cxtent,-
Why ought the Slave Trade to be abolithed ? BEcAusk 1T
1s INCURARBLE INjusTicg, How much ftronger then is the
argument for immediate, than gradual abolition! By allowing
it to continue even for one hour, do, not my Right Honourable
Friends weaken—do not they Jel'ert, their own argument of
its injuftice? If on the ground of injuftice it ought to be
abolithed at laft, why ought it not now ? Why is injuftice
to be fuffered to remain for a fingle hour? From what I hear
without doors, it is evident that there is a general convition
entertained of its being far rrom juft, and from that very con-
viction of its injuftice, fome men have been led, I fear, to
the fuppofition, that the Slave Trade never could have been
permitted to begin, but from fome f{trong and irrefiftible ne-
ceflity ; a neceflity, however, which if it was fancied to exift
at firlt, I have thewn cannot be thought by any man whatever -
to exift now. This plex of ncceflity, thus prefumed, and
prefumed, as I fufpect, from the circumftance of injuftice
itfelf, has caufed a fort of acquiefcence in the continuance of
this evil. Men have been led to place it among the rank of
thofe neceffary evils, which are fuppofed to be the lot of
human creatures, and to be permitted to fall upon fome coun-
tries or individuals, rather than upon others, by that Being,
whofe ways are infcrutable to us, and whofe difpenfations, it
is conceived, we ought not to look inte.  The origin of evil
is indeed a fubject beyond the reach of human underitandings ;
and the permiffion of it by the Supreme Being, is a fubjeét
into which it belongs not to us to inquire, But where the
evil in queftion is a moral evil which a man can ferutinize,
and where that moral cvil has its origin with ourfelves, let us
not imagine that we can clear our confciences by this general,
not to fay irreligious and impious way of laying afide the quef-
tion. If we reflet at all on this fubject, we muft fee that every
neceflary evil fuppofes that fome other and greater evil would
be incurred were it removed : I therefore defire to atk, what
can be that greater evil, which can be ftated to overbalance
the one in queflion f—17 kncww of na evil that ever has exifted,
nor can imagine any euvil to exi?y worfe than tic tearing of
EIGHTY THOUSAND PERsONS annually from their rative
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land, by a combination of the moft civilived nations, in the

mof} enlightened quarter of the ghbe; but more efpecially by
-~ that nation, wbici calls herfelf the moft free and tb:j?;rgﬂ bipp ¥

of them all. Even if thefe miferable beings were proved
guilty of every crime before you take them oft, of which how-
ever not a fingle proof is adduced, ought we to take upon our-
felves the office of executioners? And even if we condefcend
1o far, ftill can we be juftified in taking them, unlefs we have
clear proof that they are criminals ? -

But if we go much further,~—if we ourfelves tempt them to
fell their fellow-creatures to us, we may reft aflured, that they
will take care to provide by every method, bv kidnapping, by .
village-breaking, by unjuft wars, by iniquiteus condemna-
tions, by rendering Africa a fcene of bloodthed and mifery, a
fupply of viQims increafing in proportion to cur demand.—Can
we then hefitate in deciding whether the wars in Africa are
their wars or ours ? It was our arms in the River Cameroon
put into the hands of the Trader, that furnifhed him with the
means of puthing his trade; and I have no more doubt that
they are Britifh arms, put into the hands of Africans, which
gromote univerfal war and defolation, than I can doubt their

aving done fo in that individual inftance.

I have fhewn how great is the enormity of this evil, even
on th: {uppofition that we take only convi€ls and priloners
of war. But take the fubject in the other way; take it ou
the grounds ftated by the Right Honourable Gentleman over
the way ; and how does it ftand ? Think of EicHTY THOU-
SAND perfons carried away out of their country by we fnsw not
what rieans ! For crimes imputed! For light or inconfider-
able faults! For debt perhaps ! For the crime of witchcraft !
Or a thoufand other weak and fcandalous pretexts! Befides
all the fraud and kidnapping, the villainics and perfidy, by
which the Slave Trade is fupplicd. Reflelt on thefe eizhty
thoufand perfons thus annually taken off! There is fomething
in the horror of ity that furpafles all the bounds of imagina-
tion. Admitting that there cxifts in Africa fomething like
to Courts of _Iuﬁice s yet what an office of humiliation and
meannefs Js it in us, to take upon ourielves to carry inte
exccution the partial, the crucly iniquitous fentences of fuch
{Courts, as if we alfo were ftrangers to all religion, and to
wic fult principles of juftice. But that ceuntry, it is ﬁ;‘id,_
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has been in fome degree civilized, and civilized by us. - It is
faid they have gained fome knowledge of the principles of
juftice, What, Sir, have theg gained principles of juftice
from us? Is their civilization brought about by us!!!—Yes,
we give them enough of our intercourfe to convey to them the
means, and to initiate them in the {tudy of mutual deftrultion.
We give them jult enouzh of the forms of juftice to enable
them to add the pretext of lezal trials to their other modes of
perpetrating the molt atrocious iniquity. We give them
juft enough of European improvements, to enable them the
more efte@Gually to turn Africa into a ravaged wildernefs.
Some evidences fay, that the Africans are addifted to the
prattice of gambling; that they cven fell their wives and
children, and ultimately themfzlves. Are thefe then the le-
gitimate fources of Slavery? Shall we pretend that we can
thus acquire an honeft right to exalt the labour of thefe
people # Can we pretend that we have a right to carry away
to diftant regions, men of whom we know nothing by authen-
tic inquiry, and of whom there is every reafonable prefumption
to think, that thofe who fell them to us, have no right to do fo.
But the evil does not ftop here. I feel that there is not
time for me to make all the remarks which the fubjeét de-
ferves, and I refrain from attempting to enumierate half the
dreadful confequences of this fyftem. Do you think nothing
of the ruin and the miferies in which fo many other indivi-
duals, ftill remaining in Africa, are involved in confequence
of carrying oft fo many myriads of people?! Do you think
nothing of their families which are left behind ¢ Of the con-
nections which are broken ? Of the friendfhips, attachments,
and relationfhins that are burft afunder? IDo vou think no-
thing of the m:feries in confequence, that are et from gene-
ration to gencration? Of the privation of that happinefs which
might be communicated tr: them by the introduction of civie
lization, and of mental and moral improvement? A hap-
pinefs which you with-hold from them fo long as you permit
the Slave 1'rade to continue. What do you yet know of the
internal ftate of Africa? You have carri~d on a Trade to that
quarter of the globe from this civilized and enlightened coun-
trv ; but fuch a trade, that inftead of ditfufing cither knowledge
or wealth, it has been the check to every laudable purfuit.
Inftcad of any fair interchanze of ceommodities; inftecd of

coaveying
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eonveying t6 them from this highly favoured land, any means
of improvement, you carry with you that noxious plant by
which every thing is withered and blafted; undér whofe
fhade nothing that is ufeful or profitable to Africa will ever
flourith or take root. Long as that continent has been
known to navigators, the extreme line and boundaries of its
coafts is all with which Europe is yet become acquainted ;
while other countries in the fame parallel of latitude through
a happier fyltem of intercourfe have reaped the bleflings of a
mutually beneficial commerce. But as to the whole interior
of that Continent you are, by your own principles of com-
merce, as yet entirely fhut out: Africa is known to you
only in its fkirts. Yet cven there you are able to infule a
poifon that fpreads its contagious effeéts from onc end of
it to the other, which penetrates to its very centrz, corrupt-
ing every part to which it reaches, You there fubvert the
whole order of nature; you aggravate every natural barbari-
ty, and furnith to every man living on that Continent, mo-
tuves for committing, under the name and pretext of Comea
merce, afls of perpetual violence and perfidly againft his
neighbour.

‘Thus, Sir, has the pervarfion of Britith commerce carried
‘mifery inftcad of happinefs to one whole quarter of the globe.
Falfe to the very principles of trade, milguided in our policy,
and unmindful of our duty, what aftonithing—l had almoft
faid, what irreparable mifchief, have we brought upon that
Continent ! I would apply this thought to the prefent
queftion—How fhall we ever repair this mifchief? How fhall
we hope to obtain, if it be poflible, forzivenefs from Heaven
for thofe enormous evils we have committed, if we refufe to
make ule of thofe means which the mercy of Providence hath
{till referved to us for wiping away the guilt and thame with
which we are now covered. If we refule even this degree of
sompenfation, if knowing the miferics we have caufed, we
refule even now to put a ftop to them, how greatly aggravated
‘will be the guilt of Great Britain ! and what a blot will the
hiftory of thefe tranfations for ever be in the hiftory of this
-country ! Shall we then DELAY to repair thele injuries, and
to begin rendering this juftice to Africa ¢ Shall we not count
the days and bours that are fuffcred to intervene and to delay

‘the accomplithment of fuch a work ? Refleét what an immenfe
. ebject
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. obje& is before you —what an objet for-a:nation to have in
view, and to have a profpsit, under the favour of Providence,
of being now permitted to attain! T think the Houfe will
agree with me in cherithing the ardent wifh to enter without
delay, upon the meafures neceilary for thefe great ends; and
I am fure that the immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade
is the firft, the principal, the moft indifpenfable a& of policy,
of duty, and of juftice, that the Legiflature of this country
has to take, if it is indeed their wifh to fecure thofe important
objeéts to which I have alluded, and which we are bound to
purfue by the moft folemn obligations.

- There isy; however, one argument fet up as an untverfal
anfwer to every thing that can be urged on our fide; whe-
ther we addrefs ourfelves to Gentlemens underftandings, or
to their hearts and confciences, It is neceflury I fhould re-
move this formidable objection; for though not often {tated
in diftin&t terms, I fear it is one which has a very wide in-
fluence. The Slave Trade {yftem, it is fuppefed, has taken
fo deep root in Africa, that it is abfurd to think of its being
eradicated ; and the Abolition of that fhare of trade carriced
on by Great Britain (and efpecially if her example is not fol-
lowed by other powers) is likely to be of very littie fervice.
Give me leave to fay in anfwer to {o dangerous an argu-
ment, that we ought to be extremely fure indeed of the af-
fumption on which it refts, before we venture to reiv on its
validify ; before we decide that an evil which we ourfclves
contribute to infli€t is incurable, and on that very plea, re-
fufc to defilt from bearing our part in the {yftem which pro-
ducesit. You are not lure, it is faid, that oth:r nations will
give up the trade, if you fhould renounce it. 1 anfwer, if
this trade is as criminal as it is aflerted to be, or if it has in
it a thoufandth part of the cruninality, which I, and others,
after thorough inveftigation of the fubje&, charge upon it;
GOD forbid that we fhould hefitate in determining to relin-
quifh fo iniquitous a trafhc; even though it fhould be re-
tained by other countries., GO forbid, however, that we
fhould fail to do our utmioft towards inducing other countrjes
to abandon a bloody commerce which they have probably
been in good mcafure led by our example to puifuc. GQD
forbid that we thould be capable of withing to arrogate to
ourfelves the glory of being fingular in renouncing it !

Y tremble
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I tremble at the thought of Gentlemens indulging them-
felves in this argument (an argument as pernicious as it is fu-
tile) which I am combating. ¢ We are friends,”” fay they,
¢ to humanity. We are fecond to none of you in our zcal for
“ the good of Africa,—but the French will not abolifh,—the
“ Dutch will not abolith. We wiait therefore on prudential
“ principles till they join us, or fet us an example.’

How, Sir! Is this enormous evil cver to be cradicated,
if every nation is thus prudentially to wait till the concurrence
of al] the world fhall have been obtained ?—Let me remark
too, that there is no nation in kurops that has, on the one hand,
plunged fo deeply into this guilt as Britain; or that is fo
likely, on the otiter, to be looked up to as an example, if fhe
fhould have che manlinefs to be the firlt in decidedly renouncing
it. But, Sir, does not this argument apply a thoufand times
more ftrongly in a contrary way ? How much more juftly ma
sther nations point to us, and fay, ¢ Why fhould we abolif{;
“ the Slave Trade, when Great Britain has not abolithied ?
“ Britain, frce as fhe is, juft and honourable as fhe i<, and
¢ deeply alfo involved as the is in this commerce abovel
“ nations, not only has not abolilhed, but has rifufed to
« abolifp.~-She has inveftizated it well ; the has gained the
“ completeit infight into i1ts nature and eftecls ; fhe h:s col-
¢ JeQed volumes of evidence on every branch of the fubj=ct. .
“ Her Senate has deliberarcd —has deliberated again and
“ again—and what s the refult f She has gravely and folemnly
“ determined ¢ fanétion the Slave Trade.  She fanctions it at
¢ Jeaft for a while—her Legiflature therefore, it is plain, fees
€ no guiltin ity and has thus turnifhed us with the ftrongeit
“ evidence thatfue can furanith,—of the juftice unqueidionably,
“ —and of the pclicy alfo, in « certain meafure and in certain
“® cafcs at leatt, of permitting this trafiick to continue.”

This, Sir, is the argument with which we furnith the
other Nations of Europe, if \Wc again refufe to put an end
te the Slave Trade. Inftead therefure of imagining, that by
chufin to prefume on their continuing it, we fhall have
exempted ourfelves from guilty and have transferred tive whole
criminality to them; let us rather refleét that on the very
principle urged azainit us, we fhall henceiorth have to an-
{wer for their crirnes, as well as our own. Ve have ftrong
rcafens to belicve that it deponds upon us, whether other
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sountries will perfift in this bloody trade or not. Already
we have fuffered one year to pafs away, and now that the
queftion is renewed, a propofition is made for gradual, with
the view of preventing immediate abolition. ] know the
difficulty that exiits in attempting to reforin long.-eftablifhed
abufes ; and I know the danger arifling from the argument in
favour of delay, in the cafe of evils which neverthells are
thought too enormous to be borne, when confidered as per-
petual. But by propofing fome other period than the pre-
fent, by prefcribing fome cendition, by waitinz for fome
contingency, or by refufing to procced till a thoufand fa-
vourable circumftances unitc together; perbaps untit we
obtain the general concurrence of Europe; (a concurrence
which I believe never yet took place at the commencement
of any one improvement in policy or in mosals) year after
ear cicapes, and the moft enormous evils go uuredrefied.
Ve fee this abundantly exemplified, not only in publick, but
in private life. Similar obfervations have been often applicd
to the cafle of pcr‘ilﬁnal reformation. If you go into the ftre-t
it is a chance but the firft perfon who crofles you is one,
¢ Vivendi recte qui prorozat horam.” We may wait; we
may delay to crofs the ftream before us, till it has run down;
but we fhall wait for ever, for the river will flill flow on,
without being exhaufted.  We fhall be no nearer the objedt
which we profefs to have in view, fo long as the flep, wiich
alone can bring us to it, is not taken.  Until the actualy the
only remedy is applied, we ouzhe neither to flatter vutivives
that we have as yet thorouzhly laid to heart the evil we
aftelt to deplore; nor that there is as yet any resionable
aflurance, of its being brouzht to an actual termination.

It ha< alfo been occafionally urged, that there is forncething
in the difpofition and nature of the Africans themfelves, which
renders all profpect of civilization on that continent « atremely
unpromifing. ‘¢ It has been known (fays Mr. Frazer, in
his evidence) ¢ that a boy has tesn put to death, who was
refufed to be purchafed as a flave.”  “This fingle ftory was
deemed by that Gentleman a fufficient proof of the barbarity
of the Atricans, and of the inutliey of wbolifbing the bisve
Trade. My Honcurable Friend, however, has twd yeu,
that this bov had previoully ren away from hic mafier thee
feveral times that tiie adter had o puv bis value secerding
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to the cuftom of his country, every time he was brought
back ; and that partly from angsr at the hcz for running
away fo frequently, and partly to prevent a ftill further re.
petition of the fame expenfe, he determined to put him to
death.—fuch was the explanation of the ftory given in the
crofs examination. ‘This, Sir, ts the fignal inl{am:e that has
been dweclt upon of African barbarity—This African, we ad-
mit, was unenli-htened, and altogether barbarous : but let us
now afk what would a civilized and enlightened Weft Indian,
or a bady of Weft Indians, have done in any cafe of a parallel
nature ? —[ will quote you, Sir, a Jaw, pafled in the Weft
Indies, in the vear 1722, which, in turning over the book I
happened juft now to caft my eye upon; by which law, this
very fame crime of running away, is, by the legiflature of the
ifland—by the grave and deliberate fentence of that enlightena
ed legiflature, punifbed with death: and this, not in the cafe
only, of the third offence, but even in the very fir/? inftance.
It is enadted ¢¢ that if any Negro, or other flave fhall with-
“ draw himfelf from his mafter, for the term of fix months;
“ or any flave that was abfent, fhall not return within that time,
« jt fhall be adjudgzed felony, and every fuch perfon fhall fuffer
¢+ death.” There is alfo another Wett Indian law, by which
every Nepgro’s hand is armed againtt his fellow-negroes, by his
“being authorized to kil a runaway Slave, and cven having
a reward held out to him for doing fo. Let the Houfe now
contraft the two cafes. Let them afk themfelves which of
the two exhibits the greater barbarity 7—Let them reflect,
with a litde candor and liberality, whether on the ground of
any of thofc falls, and loofe infinuations as to the facrifices
to be met with in the evidence, they can poflibly reconcile
to theinfelves the excluding of Africa from all means of civi-
lization ? Whether they can poflibly vote for the continuance
of the Slave Trade upon the principle, that the Africans have
fhewn themfelves to be a race of incsrrigible barbarians.

I hope, therefore, we thall hear no more of the moral im-
poflibility of civilizing the Africans, nor have our under-
ftandings and confciences aguin infulted, by being called upon
to fanétion the Slave Trade,untt) other nations fhall have fet
the example of abolifhing it. While we have been deliberat-
ing upon the fubjet, one nation, not ordinarily taking the
lead iu politicks, nor by anv incans remurkable for the boldnefs
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of its councils, has determined on 2 gradual Abolition; a
deterinination, indeed, which, fince it permits for a time
the exiftence of the Slave Trade, would be an unfortunate
pattern for our imitation. France, it is faid, will take up the
‘Trade, if we relinquifh it.  What? s it fuppofed thatin the
prefent fituation of St, Domingo, of an Ifland which ufed to
take three-fourths of all the Slaves required by the Colonies
of France, fhe, of all countries, will think of taking it up;
What countrics remain ? The Portuguefe, the Dutch, and the
Spaniards. Cif thofe countries let me declare it is my opinion,
that if they fie us renounce the Trade, after full deliberation,
they will nct be difpofed, cven on principles of policy, to ruth
further into it.—But I fay more : How are they to furnith the
Capital neccflary for carrying it on? If there is any apgrava-
tion of our guilt, in this wretched bulinefs, prexter than
another, it is that we have_flosped to te the carriers of thefe
miferable beings from Africa to the Weft Indies for all the
other powers of Europe. And now, Sir, if we redire from
the Trade altogether, 1 atk, Where is that fund which is te
be raifed at once by other nations, cquul to the purchafe of 30
or 40,c00 Slaves? A fund, which if we rate thum at 4ol
or §o. each, cannnt make a capital Icfs than a million and
a half, or two millions of monev. I'rom what branch of
their commerce is it that thele European nations will draw
together a fund to feed this monjier ¢ —To keep alive this det. flatle
commerce{ —And even if they fhould make the arternpt, wiil
not that immen{e chafm, which muft inftintly be created in
the other parts of their trade, from which this vaft capital muft
be withdrawn in order to fupply the Slave T'rade, be filed
up by vourlelves!—\Will not theie b anches of commerce
which thev muft leave, and from which they muft w thdraw
their induftry and their capitals, in order to apply them to the
Stave T'rade, te then taken vp by Britith merchants ?—Will
you not cven in this c.fe, find your capital ow into thefe
ceferted channels f—\Viii not yonr capital be turned from the
Slive'Trade to that naturzl and innocentcommerce from which
they mift withdraw their capitals in proportion as they take up
the traflick in the flefh ané b.ood of their fel'ow-creatures ¢

The Committee fees, 1 tuft, how little ground o! ubjec-
tion to our propolition there is in this part of our adveifaries
arzument.
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Having now detained the Houfc fo long, all that I will
further add, fhall be on that important fubjeét; the civi.
lization of Africa, which 1 have already fthewn that I con-
fider as the leading feature in this queftion. Grieved aml
to think that there thould be a fingle perfon in this coun-
try, much more that there fhould be a fingle member in
the Britith Parliament, who can look on the prefent dark
uncultivated and uncivilized ftate of that continent, as a
groynd for continuing the Slave Trade,~-as a ground not
only for refufing to attempt the improvement of Africa, but
cven for hindering and intercepting every ray of light which
might otherwife break in upon her,~as a ground for re-
fuﬁ:ng to her thc common chance and the common means,
with which other nations have been blefled, of emerging from
their native barbarifin.
~ Here, us in cvery other-branch of this extenfive queftion,
the argument of our adverluries pleads againft them; for,
furcly, Sir, the prefent deplorable ftate of Africa, cfpecially
-when we refeét that her chief calamitics are to be afcribed
to us, calls for our gencrous aid, rather than juftifies any
defpair on our part of her recovery, and flill ['cl's any fur-
ther.repetition of cur injuries. ‘

I will not imuch longer fatigue the attention of the Houfe;
but this point has imprefled itfelf fo decply on my mind, that I
muft trouble the Committee with a few additional obfervations.
Are we juftified, 1 afk, on any one ground of theory, or
by any one inflance to be found in the hiftory of the world,
from its very beginning to this day, in forming the fuppo-
fition which I am now combating ! Are we juftified in fup-
pofing that the particular pratice which we encourage in
Africa, of men’s felling cach other for {laves, ts any fymptom
of a burbarifm that is incurable ? Are we juftified in fup-
pofing that cven the praltice of offering up human facrifices
proves a total incapacity for civilization ! 1 believe it will
be found {and perhups much more generally than is fup-
pofcd) that both the trade in flaves, and the ftill more fa-
vace cuftom of oftering human facrihices, obtained in former
perinds, throvahout many of thofe rations which now, by
the bicilings of Providence, and by a long progreffion of im-
provancents, are advanced the fartheft in civilization. [ be-
jieve, Siry that if we will reflect an inftant, we fhall find

that



( 29 )

that this oblervation comes direltly home to our own febver;
and that, on the‘fame ground on which we now are difpofed
vo profcribe Africa for ever, from all pofibility of improve-
ment, we surfelves might, in like manner, have been proe
fcribed and for ever thut out from all the bleflings which we
now enjoy.

There was a time, Sir, which it may be fit fometimes te
revive in the remembrance of our countrvmen, when even
human facrifices are faid to have been offered in this ifland.
But I would peculiarly obferve on this day, for it is a cafe’
precifely in point, that the very praflice of the Siave Trad:
once prevatled among us.  Slaves, as we may read in Henry’s
Hiftory of Great Britain, were formerly an eflailifhed article of
OUR exparts. * Great numbers,’’ he fays, ¢ wera exported like
« cattle, from the Britith coaft, and werz to be feen expofed
“ for fale in the Roman market,”” It does not diftinltly ap-
pear, by what mrazs they were procured ; but there was un.
queftionably no finall refemblance, in this particular point, bea
tween the cale of our ance/lors and that of the prefent wretched
natives of Africa—for the hiftorian tells you that “ adultery,
¢ qwitcheraft and debt were probably fome of the chiet fources
® of fupplying the Roman market with Britih Slaves—that
“ prifoners taken in war were addad to the number—1nd that
 there might be among them fome wunfortunate gam-fRers
¢ who, after having loft all their goods, at lenzth ftake:d
¢ them(clves, their wives, and their children.” Every one of
thefe fources of flavery has been ftated, and almoft precifely
in the (ame terms, to be at this hour a fource of flavery in
Africa, And thefe circumftances, Sir, with a folitary inftince
or two of human facrifices, furnith the allezed proofs, that
Africa labours unler a nmatural incapacity for civilization
that it is enthufiafim and fanaticifm to think that the can cver
enjoy the knowledze and the morals of Europe; that Provi-
dence never intended her to rife above a flate of barbarifm 4
that Providence has irrevocably doomed her to be only a nurfery
for Slaves for us free and civiiized Europzans.  Allow of this
principle, as applied to Africa, and I fhould b glad to know
why it might not al{o have been applied to ancientand uncivie
lized Britain. Why might not fome Roman Senator, reafoning
on the principles of fo.ne Honourable (Geatlemen, and point-
ing to Britifh Barbariuns, have predi€ted with equal boldnefs
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« There is a people that will never rife to civilization, there
¢ is a people deftined nevér to be free—2a people without the
“ underflanding necefl:ry for the attainment of ufeful arts ;
“ deprefled by the hand of nature below the level of the
¢ _human fpecies; and created to form a fupply or Slaves for
“ the reft of the world.” Might not this have been faid,
accord'ng to the principles which we now hear flated in all
refpedls as fairly and as truly of Britain herfelf, at that period
of her hiftory, as it can now be faid by us of the inhabitants
of Africa?

We, Sir, have long fince emerged from barbari{m-—we have
almoft forgotten that we were once barbarians—we are now
raifed to a fituation which exhibits a ftriking contrait to every
circam{ance, by which a Roman might have characterized us,
and by which we now charalterize Africa. There is indeed
one thing wanting to complete the contraft, and to clear us
altogether from the imputation of alting even to this hour as
Barbarians ; for we continue to this hour a barbarous traf-
fick in Slaves : we continue it even yet 1n fpite of all our
great and yndeniable pretenfions to civilization. We were
once as obfcure among the nations of the carth, as favage
in our manners, as debafed in our morals, as degraded in our
undertandings, as thefe unhappy Africans are at preflent.
But in the lapfc of a long feries of years, by a progreffion
flow, and for a time, almo{t imperceptible, we have become
rich in a varicty of acquircments, favoured above meafure
in the gifts of Providence, unrivalled in comricrce, pre-
eminent in arts, foremoft in the purfuits of phiiofophy and
fcience, and eftabl.fhed in ail the bleflings of civil fociety :
We are in the polleflion of pcace, of happwmefs, and of’
liherty ; we are under the guidance of a mild and benehicent
relizion ; and we are protected by impartial laws, and the
purcft adminiftration of juftice : we are living under a fyftem
of government, which our own happy experience leads us to
pronounce, the belt and wifeft which has ever yet been
framed ; a fyftem which has bzcome the admiration of the
warld. From all thefe bleffinzs, we muft for ever have been
thut out. had there been any truth in thofe principles which
fome Gentlemen have not hefitated to lay down as applicable
to the cafe of Africa.—Had thofe principles bren true, we
ou:felves had languifhed to this hour in that mifcrable ftate of
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ignorance, brutality, and degradation, in which hiftory proves
our anceltors to have been immerfed. Had other nations.
adopted thefe principles in their conduct towards us ; had other
nations appiied to (Great Britain the reafoning which fome of
the Senators of this very Ifland now apply to Africa,—ages
might have pafled wicthout our emerging fram barbarifm; and
we who are enjoying the bleflings of Britith civilization, of
Britith laws, and Britith liberty, might, at this hour, have.
been little fuperior, either in morals, in knowledue, or refine-.
ment, to the rude inhabitants of the Coaft of Guinza.

If then we feel that this perpetual confinciment in the fetters
of brutal ignorance, would have becn the greatelt calamity
which could have befallen us ; if we view with gratitude and
exultation the contralt between the pzculiar bleflings we en.
joy, and the wretchednefs of the ancient inhabitants of Bri-
tain,—if we fhudder to think of the mifery which would flill
have overwhelmed us, had Great Britain continued to the
prefent times to be the mart for Slaves to the more civilized
nations of the world, through fome cruel policy of theirs, .
GOD forbid that we fhould any longer fubjeét Africa to the
(ame drcadful fcourge, and preclude the light of knowledge,
which has rcached every other quarter ot the globe, from
having accefs to ber coa'f?s.

I truft we fhall no longer continue this commerce, to the
deflrution of every improvement on that wide Continent; and
fhall not confider ourfeives as conferring too great a boon, in
reftoring its inhabitants to the rank of human beings. I truft
we fhali not think ourfelves too liberal, if, by Abolithing the
Slave Trade, we give them the fame ccmmon chance of
civilization with other parts of the world, and that we fhall now
allow to Africa the opportunity—the haope—the profpet of
attaining to the fame bleflings which we ourlilves, through the
favourable difpenfations of Divine Providence, have been per-
mitted, at a much more early period, to enjov. It we liften
to the voice of rcafon and duty, and purfue this night the lire
of condut which they preferibe, fome of us may live to fee
a reverfe of that picture, from which we now turn our eyes
with thame'and regret. We may live tn behold the Natives of
Africa, enzaged in the czlin cccupations of induftry, in the
purfuits of a juft and legitimate commerce. We mav behold
the beams of fcience and philofophy breaking in upon their
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Jand, which at fome happy period in ftill later times may
blaze with full luftre ; and joining their infucnce to that of
purz religion, may illuminate and invigorate the moft diftant
extremities of that immenfe continent. Then may we hope
that even Africa (though laft of all the quarters of the globe)
fhall enjoy at length in the evening of her days, thofe blef-
finzs which have defcended fo plentifully upon us in a much
eatlier period of the world.  Then alfo will Europe, partici-
patng in her improvement and prolperity, receive an ample
recompenfe for the tardy kindnefs, (if kindnefs it ean be
called) of no longer hind:ring that continent from extricating
herfelf out of the darknefs which, in other more fortunate
regions, has been fo much more fpeedily difpelled.

Nos primus equis oriens affiavit anhelis
Lilic fera rubens accendit lumina vejper.

Thhen, Sir, may be applicd to Africa, thofe words originally
ufed indeed with a diftcrent view :

His d:mum exalles
Devencre locos letes, et amena vireta
Fartunatorum nemorum, fedefque beatas
Largicr bre campus ;Etler et lumine veflit
Purpures :

It is in this view, Siry==it is an atonement for our long and
cruel injuftice towards Africa, that the meafure propofed by
my klonourable Friend mofl forcibly recommends itfelf to iny
mind. The great and happy chanze to be expected in the
ftate of her inhabitants, is of all the various and important
benetits of the Abolition, in my eftimation, incomparably
the moft extenlive and important,

I Mall vote, Sir, againft the adjournment ; and I fhall alfo
oppofe to the utmoft every propofition, which in any way may
tend either to prevent, or even to poftpone for an hour, the
total Aholition of the Slave Trade: a meafure which, on all
the various grounds which 1 have ftated, we are bound, by
the moft preffing and indifpenfable duty, to adopt.
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