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Thelast Yearly Jleeting gave permission for some Corrections
{0 be made in the Report which was then read; and 1t kas been
Jound desirable to adopt thic course, though to a smaller exient,
in reference to the other Reporte which precede it.

London, Oth month, 1854.



PROCEEDINGS. ETC.

— S P

YEARLY MEETING, 1848.

Tris Mceting, whilst afresh deeply feeling the cruelty and
atrocious character of the Afnecan Slave-Trade, as well as
the abominations of the svstem of Slavery, thinks it ﬁght
to commend the whole subject to the very serious attention
of the Meeting for Sufterings. to act therein as in its
judgment may seem best.

Minute of the Mecting for Sutfeitiigs, 18t ¢f 12th montk, 1348,

Tue last Yearly Meeting referred, by minnte, to the very
serious attention of this Meeting, the continued horrors and
cruelties of the Slave-trade and the iniquitous system of Slaverr,
with a view to its acting therein as might be thonzhit test,
according to the circumstances of the case. This finportant sab-
jeet has from one time to another obtained the very close con-
sideration of this Meeting.

We feel that the long-continuod cexistence of these crimes
should not in any-wise weaken our sense of their enormity, but.
on the contrary, that the additional evidence of their trne char-
acter ought to brinz us increasingly to sce their sintnlness

It is a very distressing refloction at this day. that since the
commencement of the active exertions of the wmembers of our
Society and of the inhabitants of this izsland, millions of inno-
cent, unoffending human Leings, children of the same mereiful
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Parent with onrselves, have been subjected to the complicated
ishumanity and injustico of the Slave-trade and Slavery. And
we feel that the termination of British colonial bondage should
not, by any of us, be considered as the period when our sympa-
thies for the sutferings of the oppressed, or nr scnse of the
injnstice of the oppressor, and pity for him in his uarighteous
doings, should cease.

We know that, at this very period, the 8lave-trade is carried
on from the shores of Africa to the Western World with unabated
cagerness, and with cruelties aggravated by the very eflorts used
o prevent it; and we know also, that this trade cannot be pur-
saed wituout the continuance of those scenes of plunder and
barbarity on the African soil, and those horrors of the middle
passage, with which we have, alas, been long made familiar.
We know that, in violation of the law of Christ, millions of
Africans or of their descendants are now held in slavery in the
United States of America, in the Brazils, in Cuba and clsewhere.
why are entitled by that law, equally with ourselves, to immediate
unconditional freedom. '

We feel that it 4s not cnough for us to know these things, an'l
even to admit the force of them. The question chould be
brought homie to us individnally, whether we are doing cur proper
part tewards their removal.

We Jdesire to commend the whole subject to the very serious
attention and warm svinpathy of Friends generally, believing
that in this cause of righteousness and bepevolence we are
calld to steadiness, perseverance and continnal breathing of
spirit to the God and Father of all, who formed of one blood all
the families of the earth. As we maintain this individnal relig-
iots exercise in the fear of the Lord, we shall be in that condition
of mind in which we can discern our right course of procedure,
and in which we believe that our cfforts on behalf of these, our
deeply injured brethren and sisters, will be most availing
amongst men, and most likely to be owned by the Divine
blessing.



At a Meeting for Sufferings, Reld 5th of 18t mo., 1849 :—

Tas Mecting, having at this as well as at & previouns sitting
had under its consideration the holding of a Special Meeting of
its members, together with Iriends from the country, at which
the subject of the continunance of Slavery and the Slave-trade,
refeired to its actention by the late Yearly Mecting, may be
deliberately and seriously counsidered, concludes to appoint a
Special Meeting for Sufferings, to be held on Sixth-day, the 23d
of next month, at eleven o’clock, to which the country corres-
pondents and other members of this Meeting are invited.

At a Special Recting for Superings, held 234 of 2d mo.,

184Y :—

Ix a measure, we trust, of that love which i3 not at our com-
macd, and under a tender feeling for the suflerings of our
tellow-creatures held in eruel bondage, as well as pity for their
oppressors, & concern nas arisen to address the nations of
Europe and elsewhere, with a declaration of our Christian testi-
mony againsi the Slave trade and Slavery. And this Meecting,
with much nnanimity of religious feeling, apprehiends that it
will be moving in the line of its Christian duty in taking this
step.

A Commitiee was then appointed to prepar: an Addreess
aceordingly.

At a Special Meeting for Surieringe, lld 19th of 5th mo.,
1840 :—

Tre Committee appointed at the Special Meeting for Saffer-
ings, held 23d of 2d menth, to prepare an Address to the nations
of Europe, etc., on the continuance of the Slavetrude and
Slavery, have produced the drast of an Address, which has been
twice read and deliberated upe-. and, being feclingly united
witl, 18 directed to be presented to the approaching Yearly
Meeting.



YEARLY MEETING, 1849.

Tur Address alluded to in the foregoing minutes has been
now presented to this Meeting: it has been twice read, and
13, after solid consideration, adopted, as cxpressive of the
feelings of our religious Society on the deeply-important
sabject to which it refers. The following is a copy of the
said Address, which has been signed in this Meeting on its

behalf by the Clerk : —

**To SOVEREIGNS AND THUSE IN AUTHORITY IN THE NATIONS OF
LCROPE, ASD IN OTHER PARTS OF THE VWORLD WHERE THE
Cnrrstiay RELIGION 1s »ROFESSED,

‘““ From the Yearly Mecting of the Religious Socicty of Fricends
of Great Dritain and Ireland, held in London, 1849,

‘s It having pleascd the Lord to bring our fathers to a sense ot
the cruelty and wickedness of the Atrican Slave-trade, and of
the injustice of holding their fellow-men in Slavery, they were
strengthened to act upon the conviction wronght on their minds:
they set at liberty those they Leld in bondage, and in their faith-
fulness they enjoyed the answer of a gowl conscience towards
(rvd. In that love which comes {rom llim their hearts were
cnlarged in love to their neighbor, and they could not rest with-
out endeavering to bring others to that sense of justice and
mercy to which the Lord had brought them.  From that time to
the present day, we bave felt it to Le laid npon us as a chureh to
bear a testimony against the sin of Blavery.

““We have betieved it to be our Christian duty to represent
the wrongs inflicted upon the people of Africa, and repeatedly to
plead the cause of the Slave, in addresses to onr own Govern-
ment. e rejoice and are thankful at tlie progress which has
been made in this country and in other nations, in this cause ot
righteousness.  Hundreds of thousands of slaves have been
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restored te liberty, and many of the nations of the civilizad
world are now, to a large extent, delivererd from the guilt of the
Xfrican Slave-trade,—a trade which the Congress of Vienna, in
1813, prononnced to be ‘a scourge which desolates Africa, de-
grades Earcpe and afflicts humanity ;’ and for the suppression
ol which laws have teen enacted.  DBnt our licarts are sorrowtal
in the consideration that this traffic is still carried on to a large
axenl: and that a vast amount of the population of the western
world is still subject to the cruclty and the wrong of Slavery,
We desire to cherish this sympathy, and that we may behiold the
increase of it amongst all men everywhere.

“Onc God is the Creator of us all; his eves are in every place
beYolding the evil and the good. e will bring every work to
judement, and every secret thing, whether it be goodd or whether
it be evil. The families of the earth arc all of one blowd; all
patakers in the same corrupt nature consequent npon the fall
of man; all arc alike subject to infirmity, disease and death,
atd all amenable to the same judginent after death. In the
gace of our Lord Jesus Christ there is no respecet of persons ;
lie tasted death for every man; all distinctions of country,
bongue and color arc merged in the immensity of that love in
vhich the Father has sent the Son to be the Saviour ol the
vorld. Wherever the religion of the Gospel of Christ obtains
its proper place within us, it softens our hearts; it brings man
into fellow-feeling with his fellow-many it brings him to regard
every man as a brother, and to look mpon the nations of the
carth as all of one family., Amongst the millions of mankind
there 1s not one bencath the notice of our Iather who is iu
Heaven: it we be partakers of his love, it leads us into pity for
the forlorn, the helpless, and the oppressed : and it constrains us
to do what we can to mitigate the pain and to assuage the sor.
rows of those who are in suflering, to Letriend the tricndless,
and to labour for the improvement ot the condition of the tnost
degraded of our race.

“We are now assembled in our Yearly Meeting for the pro-
motion of charity and godliness amoengst ourselves, and, accord -
ing to our measure, for the spreading ot truth and righteousness
npon the earth. The condition of the natives of Alrica, as
affected by the continnance of the Slave-trade, and that of the
slaves in North and Soath America and on the islands adjacent
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to that continent, have again awakened our sympathy. We be-
lieve it to be a daty laid upon us to plead the cause of these our
fellow-men. We snbmit to the consideration of all those in
authority in the nations which take upon them the name of
Christ, tho utter incompatibility of Slavery with the Divine law,
‘Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself;® ¢ All things whatso-
cever ye would that men should do to you do ye even so to them:’
these were the precepts of our Lord. Ile spoke as never man
spoke, 21d of his words He declared, * Heaven and earth shall
pass away, but my words shall not pass away:’ they are the law
of God's righteousness to all generations. We submit whetber,
without breaking this law, it be possible for man to hold or to
claim a right to property in the person of his fellow-man; wke-
ther, admitting the supreme anthority of this law, man can bay
or sell his Drother: whether Lie can withhold from these wao
labour for him that which is just and cqual; whether the foreed
and uncompensated labour of the Negro slave be not the bresk-
ing of this law; in short, whether any man or any of the natiozs
of men can, in any one of these things, violate the law of tie
Lord and be guiltless.

‘“ For the space of three hundred years, the trade in slaves has
been carried on from Africa to the opposite shores of the Atlan.
tic; and this traffic in the persons of men is still proscented
with unrelenting and unmitigated cruelty: vear by year, count-
less multitudes are torn from all that the} ‘hold dear in life, to
pass their days in toil and misery. Men are still to be found so
hardened in heart, so bent upon the gain of oppression, and so
devoid of all that we deem the common feelings of humanity, as
te spend their time and talents in pursnit of this criminal com
merce. We forbear to enter in detail upon the large variety of
human suffering inseparable from this complicated iniquity.
But we trust wc do not take too much upon ourselves, in asking
those whom we now address to open their ears to the groaning
of the oppressed, and to give themselves to sympathy with their
sufferings ; to think upon the war, and rapine, and bloodshed,
attendant upon the capture of slaves in the interior of Africa—
apon what they are made to endure in their transit to the coast
and in their passage across the ocean; and not to shrink from
making themselves acquainted with the horrors and the loath-
someness of the Slave-ship; to follow the poor, helpless, unof-
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fending Negro, if he survive the suflering of the voyage, and to
think upon his condition when landed npon a foreign shore, and
entered upon a life of hard and hopeicss servitude—it may be—
to be worked to death in his early manhood, or to live to behold
his children subjected to the samo degradation and oppression
as himself.

““ Blessed is the man that considereth the poor. The blessing
of the Lord resteth upon him who, knowing the evil which at-
tends his neighbour’s lot in life, is stretching forth his hand for
the relief of his poverty and distress; and his blessing is upon
those who, like the ’atriarch of old, are inquiring into the sor-
rows and hardship of the poor, the fatherless, and those that
have none to help them. *The canse which I knew not,’ said
he, ¢ 1 searched out.

“Our sympathies are awakened not for the native African
alone, and the victims of the African Slave-trade, but we feel for
those who are living and labouring in a state of Slavery, who
were born in Slavery, and possibly may die subject to its priva-
tion and its hardship. In those countries in which this system
is npheld by law, man is degraded to the condition of a beast of
burthen, and regarded as an article of merchandise. The slave
has nothing in life that he can call his own; his physical powers,
the limbs of his body, belong to another; it can scarcely be said
that the faculties ¢f his mind are his own. All that distinguishes
him as a rational creature is, by the law of the State, treated as
the property of another. IIe may be a man fearing God, and
desiring to approve himself a disciple of Christ — we believe
that there are such,—whatever the consistency of his character
ag a Christian, and however advanced in the caltivation of his
mind, all avails him nothing, he is still a Slave, and the law
allows him nothing to look to in life but hopeless, helpless,
friendless Slavery. Endowed by his Maker with capacity for
enjoyment, like other men he has his social affections; he may
be honourably married, and in married life surrounded by off-
spring dear to him as his own flesh; but he knows not the day
nor the hour in which he may be torn from his wife, or in which
his children, at their tender age, may be snatched away, sold to
the man-trader, and carried into far distant captivity. So long
as Slavery is upheld by law, we can have no security for the ex-
tinction of a trade in slaves. Such are the contingencies of the
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systemn, under every modification of which it is capable, that,
until Slavery be abolished, men, women and children willy we
fear, be imported from Africa, and be honght and sold like the
cattle of the ficld ; and the barbarities of the Slave-market will
continue to pollute the towns and villages of those islands in the
West Indies in which Slavery exists, and in the Slave-holding
countries of America.

“ The subject is so vast and of such manifold atrocity, we
think, that even the history of the whole world does net furnish
a parallel to its crime. We deem it scarcely possible for 3 man
of the most comprehensive mind fully to possess himself of the
extent of the evil. The Lord alone doth know, none but the
Infinite Mind can comprehend, the individual and the aggregate
sufferings of those subjected to these enormities. God alonc
can reach the heart and awaken the conscience. It is our strong
desire,—we speak with reverence and fear,—it is our prayer, that
e may bLring every one to a senmse of his own shzre in the
guilt, and that, ceasing from his iniquity, the condemnation
resting upon the wan-stealer and upon those who trade in the
persons of men may no longer attach itself to any one bearing
the name of a Christian; and that the Slave-holder, whether he
be more or less involved in the sin of oppression, may be brought
to act in obedience to the law of impartial and uncompromising
equity, and, without hesitation and without delay, rustore to im-
mediate and nnconditional freedom every slave that he holds in
bondage.

‘* The Gospel of Christ is precious to us. Through the mercy
of God to our souls, we trust we are prepared, in some degree,
to appreciate the means which, in his wisdom and love, e has
provided for the redemption of the world, and the reconciling of
man to Himself. In the word of ancient prophecy, Christ was
promised, that in Him all the families of the earth might be
blessed. We cannot but entertain the opinion that the en-
lichtenment of multitades of the inhabitants of Africa, and their
participation in the privileges and the consolations of the
Christian religicn, have been much retarded by the evil deeds of
many who have gone among them ; and especially that the cru-
elty and wickedness of the Slave-trade have done much to keep
them in ignorance of Him who died for them. In that love
which extends over sea and land, and seeks the happiness of the
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whole human race, we make our appeal to those with whom it
- lies; and respectfully press upon thum to take their part, in

accordance with the peaceable religion of Christ, in removing
every impediment out of the way, that, through the grace of
God, the African, of every tribe and every tongue, may bhe
brought to the knowledge of the Truth as it is in Jesus.

¢ May it please the Lord Almighty to bless those who reign,
and those who are in authority, in every nation in which
Christiapity i3 acknowledged. May his wisdom preside in all
their councils, and the law of his righteousness be the rule of
their actions. May the Prince of DPeace, Christ Jesus our
Saviour, be honoured wherever his name is known, May his
holy religion obtain its righttul influence in the earth; and the
people become prepared to offer praise to God in the language
tttered by the lleavenly Host — ¢ Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace, good-will toward men.’
‘“ Signed in and on bebalf of the Meeting,

““ GEORGE STACEY, Clerk.”

The disposal of the said Address has obtained the solid
consideration of this Meeting, in the course of which our
dear friend William Iorster bas, in a fucling manner, men-
tioned his willingness, under a sense of religious duty and of
the weightiness of the engagement, to be the Learer of the said
Address. The proposal of our beloved friend, who is a minister
of the Gospel well esteemed by ns, has had our very gerious
attention, and cerdial unity having been felt and expressed
with him in this service, he is left at liberty, and encouraged
to proceed in the ardnous undertaking as the Lord may open
the way. And this Meeting commends our dear friend to
IIis preservation and care, and to the kind consideration of
all those amongst whom he may come; and may it please the
Almighty to bless the presentation and circulation of this
Address, to the advancement of the great end in view — the
promotion of righteonsness in the carth.
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1850.

Report from the Commitice of the Meeting for Sufferings ap-
porated to attend to the presentation of the Address on the
Slave-trade and Slavery.

Ox the 224 of the 6th month, 1849, our dear friend William
Forster, accompanied by Peter Bedford and Josiah Iforster,
crossed from Folkstone to onlogne, and travelled with but
little intermission to the Hague. They were detained there
nearly two weeks, in consequence of the absence from that city
of William III., Xing of Holland j during which time they found
occupation in procuring, completing, and printing translations
of the paper into the French and Dutch languages. As there
seemed no probability of the King's early return, and as it was
not judged suitable for him to be seen on the ocecasion at his
country residence, they place the copy of the Address intrusted
to them for him in the bands of Lis Prime Minister, who under-
took the due presentation of it.

QOur three friends afterwards had an opportunity of delivering
a printed copy of the same to cach of the members of the
Goveroment, and also forwarded it to the several members of
the ¥irst and Second Chambers of the Parliament, and to other
persons of influence. They visited Amsterdam, Utrecht, Arn-
heim, Haarlem, Leyden, and Rotterdam; at each of which
towns they presented or forwarded the paper to the bnrgomas-
ter, members of the town councils, Protestant and Roman
Catholic ministers, influential men, civil or ecclesiastical, and
to other persons of influence; leaving at Leyden a sufficient
supply for the professors in that University, addressed to them.
From Rotterdam several small parcels of the Address were for-
warded to most of the principal towns in the kingdom which
they had not visited. In many of the distributions in Ifolland
there was given with it a small pamphlet translated into the
Dutch langnage, containing some information on the present
state of the Slave-trade and of Slavery,

On the 17th of the Tth month, our friends left Iolland and
went {0 Brussels, where, after a detention of a very few days,
an oppertunity was readily granted to Leopold, the King of
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the Belgians, to whom the Address was read in English, and by
whom it was kindly and attentively received. They returned to
England on the 24th of the Tth month.

William Forster left Dover on the 30th of the following month,
accompanied by John Marsh, of Dorking, and traveling without
any detention, except passing the First day with tho I'riends at
Minden, they reached Hanover on the 3d of the 9th month. A
translation of the paper into German was printed in that city: a
copy was forwarded to the King of Ilanover; anothier was
presented to the Crown DP’rince, to whowmn it was read; it was
given to tho principal Ministers of State, and other copies were
distributed in that city.

Our two friends were joined at Hanover by Auguste Mund-
hencke, of Pyrmont, and they proceeded together by way of
Hamburg and Copenhagen to Gothenburg. As the scason was
advancing, they thought it best to go forward to Stockholm, and
went across Sweden by inland nazigation, and afterwards up the
Baltic to that city, which they reached abont the 1Sth of the 9th
month. They were detained there several weeks, in consequence
of the King not being returned from a visit to his dominions in
Norway, in the course of which time Williamn Forster went up tu
Upsala.

An early opportunity was obtained after the arrival of King
Oscar at Stockholm to present the Address to him, and he
received it very kindly. An edition of 1500 copices of a Swedish
translation was printed in that city.

The paper was afterwards presented to some other members of
the Royal family., Copies were frecly distributed to tha Minis-
ters of the Crown, and to other persons of influence; it was for-
warded to the Governors of the twenty-four provinces; a liberal
supply was sent for the professors of the two Universities of
Upsala and Lund, and 150 cupies for the upper students in the
former, and 50 for those in the latter. The ccclesiastical officers
in Sweden were supplied, and copies in Danish were forwarded
to the Governors of the provinces of Norway, from an edition in
that language which had been printed at Copenhagen. The
paper was freely distributed among the influential inhabitants of
the prosperous and commercial port of Gothenburg, and supplics
were sent to the islands of Gothland and Oland.

The three friends returned to Copenhagen on the 1st of the
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11th month, where in tho course of a fow days, the Addicss was
presented to Frederick VI1I., King of Denmark, and afterwards to
the two Queens Dowager. It was freely distribnted in that city';
copies were forwarded to the Governors of the proviness, to the
Bishops of the Lutheran Church, and to the University of Copen-
hagen; two parcels wero sent to Ieeland, and many copies were
given away in Sleswick and IHolstein, as ounr friends travelled
through those duchies towards Hambnrg.

In that important and commercial city they were diligently
occupied in going with the paper from house to honse, leaving it,
among others, for the civil authorities, and also for the mer-
chants, many of whom are much engaged in trade to tho Brazils
and to the Spanish settlements.

Oar dear friend William Forster arrived at Berlin on the 4th
of the 12th month, where he was joined by Josiah !Forster
and Cornclius Hanbury. John Marsh left him on the fol-
lowing day, Augnste Mundhencke having retarned homo from
Hamburg. DBy the friendly assistance of Baron IHumboldt,
an early opportunity was kindly granted to present the Address
to I'rederic William IV., King of Prussia, at his palace at Pota-
dam: it was read to bim by William Forster, and was favonr-
ably reccived. It was also presented to the Princess of Prussia
and {o several of the Ministers of state in that city, and
was respectfully received, being forwarded also to the other
Ministers: copics for distribution were furnished to the Rector
of the large University of Berlin, who kindly undertook
the care of forwarding them to the professors. Lists were
obtained of the names of the members of the * First and Secund
Chambers™ of the Legislatore, and copies were distributed to
them. The Ministers of the Interior and of Public Worship
very readily agreed to furnish lists, the former of the Governors
of the provinces, and the latter of those in ecclesiastical antho-
rity; and & supply of the paper was gent for them to transmit
accordingly. Copies were also distributed to some other in-
fluential persons in the city of Berlin; an cdition of 2000 copies,
in German, having been printed there, *

* In this city our friend Williann Forster had religious service with several
congregations of ferious and awakeped Drotesiants, to the relief of his own
mind, and, it is believed, to the comfort and edification of thise amongst whom

he laboured.
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The three friends went to Dresder on the 21st of the 12th
month, where an carly opportanity was afforded to present the
Address to Frederic Augustus, King of Saxony, by whom it
was kindly received. Copics were forwarded to his ministers,
to the membeors of the Two Chambers, and to one of the minis-
ters who took charge of them for persons of influence through-
ont that kingdom. They afterwards visited Ieipsic and Halle,
from which last-mentioned place, Cornelius Hanbury returned to
England. In each of these towns is a University ; care was
taken for the supply of the professors connected with them, as
well as of the members of the civil administration in the com-
mercial town ot Leipsic.

Soon after returning to Dresden, William Forster and Josiah
Forster left for Vienna. They remained two days at Breslan,
in Silesia, in the King of russia’s dominions, on their way.
There is a large University in that city; they saw the Rector
and forwarded to him copies of the Address for the professors,
presented other copies to persons of inflnence, and also left a few
for more gencral distribution. With the Address, there was
gencrally circulated, in Prussia and in Saxony, an Appeal on
the Slave-trade and Slavery, containing in a few pages, extracts
from a paper published by Friends in 15344, more circumstantial
in its details, and alse some evidence, of a recent date, of the
horrors of the African Slave-trade.

Our friends were favored to arrive at Vienna on the 5th of the
1st month, 1850, Through the kind assistance of the British
Ambassador, an interview was obtained with the Prime Minister
of the Austrian Empire, and in the course of a few days, they
were informed that the Emperor Franeis Joseph would sce them
on the 14th. They attended at the Palace at the time appointed,
when the .\ddress was presented to him. He was alone: ke
kindly engaged to read the paper, and listened to a few remarks
connected with the suliject which were offered to him. The
interview was agreeable, and satisfactory in its character,

After some little detention from the pressure of public basi-
ness, opportunitics were obtained to present the Address to the
ceveral Ministers of State, It was well received and on most of
these occasions, short conversations took place on the circums-
stances of the oppressed. They readily agreed to send copies
to the scveral Governors of the provinces throughount the
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Empire, to those in eoclesiastical authority, and to the Aunstrian
Consul in the Mediterranean. Copies were furnished for the
purpose, and also to the Archbishop (who was scen), for the
pricst2 in that city. The protestant ministers were also sup-
plied with copies, for members of the small congregations of
the Lutheran and Reformed Churches. The names of abont
twenty of the nobility were obtained, and the Address was left at
their hounses or handed to them. The Rector of the large
University of Vienna kindly consented to forward copies to the
profeseors. He furnished a list of their names, and a supply
was placed with him addressed to them.

Our two friends left Vienna on the 26th of the 1st month and
proceeded to Pragne. They tarried in that city a few days, and
fruand opportunities to distribute the Address to severul persons
of influence among the Roman Catholics, and also among
the few DProtestants settled there, to the professors of the large
University in that city, and to the Ex-Empress of Vienna now
resident at Pragne.

They next visited Munich, arriving there, after a long journey,
on the 1st of the 2d month. Maximilian, the King of Bavaria,
early granted them an interview, and gave them a friendly. open
reception. As he understood English, portions of the Address
were read to him. His Ministers of State were severally
secn; the interviews were granted with much readiness. They
willingly received the Address, and consented to forward it to
civil and ecclesiastical ofticers in differents parts of the kingdom:
supplies were furnished for the purpose. The Address was also
sent to the professors in the Bavarian Universities, of Erlan-
gen, Wartzburg and Munich. The two Chambers of the Legis-
latare were then sitting, and copies were forwarded to the mem-
bers at their own dJdwellings. Separate small packages were
made up for distribution to persons of influence in the city, in
different stations, and were sent to them.

Tarrying two nights at Augsburg, where occasions were made
use of to distribute the paper in a similar manner to persons in
that city, our friends arrived at Stattzard on the 12th of the 24
month, where they obtained an early opportunity to present the
Address to the King of Wurtemburz, who received them with
much openness. It was aiterwanis given to the several Ministers
of State; packets were prepared to be forwarded to the professors
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at the University of Tubingen, and to those in civil and ecclesias-
tical authority in different parts of the kingdom, and were com-
mitted to the carc of the ministers of State, who furnished the
necessary directions, and agreed to forwanl thcm- a supply for
influential persons of different classes in Stuttgard was also in-
trosted to an individual in that city,

Our friends then visited Carlsruhe, the chicf town in the Grandl
Duchy of Baden, where they were without difficulty allowed to
present the Address to the Grand Dake, who sery willingly re-
ceived it. Copies were delivered or forwarded to his several
Ministers; and also placed under the kind care of one of the
Ministers to be gent to the professors in the Universities of Hei-
delberg and Freiburg, as well as to other persons of influence.
both at Carlsruhe and in the territory of Baden. They went for-
ward to Strasburg, which city they reached on the 15th of the
20 month. Josiah Torster then returned to England, and
Francis Fry and Robert Alsop, jun., joined William Forster.

Our three friends proceeded from Strasbure to Basle, in Swit.
zerland, and, after attending to some service theru, visited Berne,
L.-msanne and Geneva, dlstnlmtmg the paper intrusted to them
at each place. In the first of these three cities they saw the Pre.
sident of the Federal Council, and left copies of the Address for
the members for the twenty-two cantons, as well as for other in-
fluential persons. A\t (ieneva thev held a neeting with several
relicions characters of that citr, with whom they had free com-
munication on the olject of their visit. This ohJu_t was very
cordially responded to; an interest was awakenad in the minds
of those prezont; and it was admitted that the intercourse
between Geneva and the Bmazils presents an opportunity for
diffusing information on the subjeet of the Slave-trade.

On the 14ith of the 3d month William Forster with his two
companions left Geneva, and, atter passingz the Alps, they were
favourud to arrive in safety at Turin on the evening of Sccond-
day, the 18th.

After an unavoidable detention of several days, owinz to the
absence of Victor Emanuel I, the King of Sarmlinia, from
that city, an interview was obtained with him, when the Address
of the Yearly Meeting was presented and kindly received.
Tragslations of the same and of ti-» Appeal into the Tralian lan-
guage had been prepared, and printed copies were presented in

+)
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person to the several Ministers of State, and put in the way of
distribution to the members of both Houses of the Legislature,
to each of the professors of the University, to the Iloman Catho-
lic bishops in the kingdom, and to each of the Governors of the
several provinces,

Leaving Tarin on the ist of the 4th month, our friends reached
Milan late that evening, where opportunities were atforded
to present the paper to several of the nobility and others of infln-
ence. They went forward to Venice, and, tarrying there a few
days, the way opened to obtain an interview with the Governor
of the I'rovince, and others in authority, civil and ccclesiastical.
The Dukes of larma and Modena, being in Venice at the
time, interviews were sought and obtained to present the Ad-
dress to them, and it was satisfactorily received. The Duke
of Bordeaux was alzo resident in that city: he was seen by our
fricnds, and gave them a kind reception. They were at Verona,
both on their way to Venice and on their return. Marshal
Radetzky, the Governor of Austrian Lombardy, resident at that
place, was visited; and the paper was forwarded to several
persons of intinence there, as well as at Padna, where also it
was generally distributed to the professors of the University.

'assing through tiie cities of Parma and Modena, the oppor-
tanities which presented were made use of to forward the
Address to the Ministers and others within those emall terri-
tories; and our friends rcached Florence on the 27th of the 4th
month.

it mav be added, in concluoding this narrative, that with very
little exception, the Address, when not presented personally, was,
on being forwarded, accompanicd by a note explaining in a few
words its purport, and cemmending it to the serious attention of
those to whom it was sent. And we may further remark, that
whilst the primary object of the Journey was steadily kept in
view, the purturmance of this service has also tended, as we
believe, to the exaltation and spreading of the Truth, a3 it 13 in
Jesus. The particulars conveved in this Report may be thouzht
to be simple details; the pature of the undertaking, Lowerver,
seems 0 preelode anvthing farther. The course of procceding
adopted by the Yearly Mecting was an act of relizions concern.
The offer, by onr friend William Lorster, to be the bearer of
the Address was made under a feeling of Christian doty. In
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that character he has been traveling, and both he and his
companions felt that it was their place to keep this in view.”
They have had satisfaction in the performance of their service.
It did not seem to be the place of those who were thus engaged
to attempt to point ont any specific course of action, but to en-
deavour to awaken aympathv for the oppressed, and a willing-
ness to be interested in their sutferings.

We entertain the belief that so wide a diffusion of a paper
advocating the principles of truth and righteousness and merey
has not been in vain, but that it will tend to the advancement of
the great object whic’. .he Yearly Mecting felt itself called upor

to pmmote.

Signed on behalf and Ly direction of the Committee,

Tros. Nortoy, Jun., Clerk.

London, 20th of 5th mo.. 1850.

YEARLY MEETING, 1850.

RerorT is received from the Mectinz for Sufferings of the
attention paid by the said mectinz to the minute of this
meeting of last vear, respecting the presentation of the
Address to Sovercigns and those in aunthority, c¢n the sub-
jezt of the Slave-trade and Siaverv; together with a de-
tailel narrative of the procecdings of our dear iriend
William Forster and those who have suecessivelvy accoms
panied him in the prosecution ot the said scrvice. The
said Report and Narrative are very satistactory to  this

* On several subeequent occasiors, a3 weil as at Deriin, our dear friend
Willinm Forster feit called to soine religivus —crvice in the minisiry, for the dis-
charge of which the way satisfactorily opered.
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meeting, and we desire to record our thankfulnesa to tho
[ord for the way which has been made for thus carrying
ont the rcligious concern of the Sccicty. Tho subject is
referred to the further care and attention of the Meeting for

Saflerings, and to the continued intereet and sympathy of
Friends generally.,



21

1851,
Report of the Commitllce of the Meeting for Sufferings, clc.

I~ our last Report we informed the Meeting for Sufferings of
the arrival in I'lorence of our friend William Forster, and his
companions Francis Fry and Robert Alsop, jan., accompanied by
William Rasche, a young friend of Minden. They reacherd
Florence on the 27th of the 4th month, 1850: a pretty large
distribution of the Address was maae amoung the Ministers of
State (with some of whom personal interviews were obtained),
the nobility, ccclesiastical officers and gentry. After a littie
tarriance, they found that the Grand Duke of Tuscany was in
the conntry, but that they might expect an interview on his re-
turn: they therefure proceeded to P'isa, Lucca and Leghorn, at
cach of which towns distribution was made of the Address.
It was also presented to the professors of the University at Piga,
and to many of the ecclesiastical officers in that place. The
professors of the University of Sicnna were supplied by post.
At Leghorn a large distribution of it was made among the higher
class of the inhabitants, including conzuls of different nations,
merchants and bankers. On the 11th of the 3th month the Ad-
dress was presented to the Grand Duke of Tuscany, at Florence: :
ke received it kindly, expressing much interest in the subjeet,
and making numerons inqoiries connected with it.  Our friends
arrived at Genoa on the 15th, in which city about 490 copice
were circulated amongst the nobility, municipal authoeritics, pro-
fessors and merchants.  About 90 eopivs were distributed to the
principal authorities, physicians, advocates, and - others, at Nico.

Our friends arrived at Marseilles on the 250, when Franeis Fry
returned  to kagland, At this fnportant sea-port —one of
the first in I'rance—the prefect and maver were perzonally vis.
ited and furnished with the Addresz, and about 450 copies were
distributed amonygst the civil authorities, protessional men, mer-
chants and manufictarers.  William Forster and Rotert Alsoy,
jan., arrived at Nismes on the 2uth of the 5th month., The-
latter came home from this place; the former tarried behind
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for a time, attending to some religious scrvice among our
fricnds in those parts, as he did in a few places in tho de-
partment of the Ardeéche and in the neighbourhood of Valenee,
on his way northwards, arriving at DParis abont the 18th of
the Gth month. In this city, after some little delay, an ap-
pointment was made for presenting in person to Louis Napoleon
Juonaparte, the DPresident of the French Republie, a copy
of the Address. In this interview he was accompanied by
Josiah Iorster, who had mwet his brother in that city, and
Paul Devan, one of this Cominittee, who was in Paris at the
titne, The friends were well received, and an opportunity was
afforded for further pleading thoe cause of the oppressed.  Copics
of the Address were afterwards left at the hotels of the several
Ministers of State, and also put in the way of circulation to
the members of the National Assembly, about 750 in number.
Togother with the Address copies were forwarded of the small
tract on the prezent state of the Slave-trade, which had been
likowisoe cireulated in the North of Italy. A\ supply was sent
to Lyons from DParis, to be distributed among the influential
men in the former city., OQur dear friend William orster was
favoured to arrive in safety and in health in Lngland at the
beginning of the Tth month.

Signed on behalf of the Comntttee,

Tuos. Nowrton, Jun., Clerl.

YEARLY MEETING, 1851.

RerorT i8 received from the Mecting for Sufferings, of the
further attention paid by that Mecting to the presentation
of the Address to Sovereigns and those in authority, on
the subject of the Slave-trade and Slavery, togother with a
continucd mnarrative of the proceedings of our dear friend
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Williamn - Forster and his companions, in the prosccution of
the said service., Tho subjoct i3 continned wander the care
of the Mecting for Sufferings; and this meeting desires,
at this time, to record its continued sympathy with our
beloved friend William  Lorster, and its cordial unity with
his services in carrying out the concern of the Yearly Mecet.
ing, and with his (Gospel labours in tho course of his several

journeys undertaken with that object.



24

1852,
LReport from the Committee of the Mecting for Sufferings, ete.

Ocr dear {riend William Forster left London on the 11th of the
3 month, 1851, accompanied by our friend Edmund Richands,
of Redruth, in Cornwall, for the purpose of presenting the .
Address to the Queen of Spain, and cirenlating copics of it
among the inbabitants of that country, as the way might open.

They arrived at Paris on the 13th, and staid in that city only
as long as it was necessary to print an edition of the Address in
the French langnage. They lett on the 18th and reached Bor-
deaux on the 20th, and were Jiligently occupied for a few days
in preparing packets of the Address, with a short circular note
commending its contents,  Of these packets contained in enve-
iopes they sent out about 300 copies, by special messenger, to
merchants, professional men and other influential inhabitants
resident in a city which had in past years been deeply impli-
cated both in the Slave-trade and in Slavery. On the 23th
they left Bordeaux, and, tarrying at Bayonne for a day or two,
pursued their journey. Sleeping one night at Bargos, they ar
rived at Madrid by the diligence in the afternoon of Second-day,
the 5th of the 4th month, They lost no time in patting them-
selves in communication with Lord Iowden, the Dritish
Minister at the Court of Spain. e rceeived them courteously.
but gave them to understand that it would be very diflicult to
obtain a personal interview with the Queen, and wounld take
sume time to bring it about: however, he kindly undertook to
‘1o his best.

In the course of several days the way was openead for an
interview ; and our two friemds, accompanial by the Sceretary
of the Dritish Minister, he himself having left the city for
Seville, were personally introduced to Isabella, Qneen of Spain,
on tie evening of the Seventh-day, the 10thof the 4th month, when
the Address of the Yearly Meeting was handed to her in its
name and on itz behalf. Shereplicd that she had read it (copies
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having been previously forwarded) and received it with pleasure.
After expressing & desire that the sympathy of the Queen might
be awakened to the sufferings of the African race, and her ip-
fluence engaged for the removal of the evil, our friends withdrew.
It was then thought desirabla to present a copy to the Queen-
Mother Christina. Application was made in what was found to
be the right quarter; and on the afternoon of Third-day, the
13th, an opportunity was afforded to present the Address to her
in person. They had on the previons day called on the Prime
Minister, accompanied by the Secretary of the Dritish Minister,
to obtain permission to print the Address at Madrid, Ile read
the Address, but was unwilling at that time to grant the liberty
applied for. William Forster told him that, in all the European
States where that liberty had been asked for, it had been granted,
Ile was further reminded that it is righteousness which exalteth
a nation, and that Spain could not expect the blessing of the
Most Iigh whilst she continucd openly to violate the Divine
law; that this was not a mere political question, but one that
had regard to the law of Divino justice, lle behaved cour-
teously, and said that he would advise about it. Hearing
nothing for several days in reply to this application, our friends,
on the 20th of the 4th month, had another interview with
the Prime Minister. lie read the Address with attention,
and said that he saw nothing in it to prevent its being printed
and distributed, bat he did not incline to give a written
permission, adding, however, that in printing it no law would be
violated.

On the following day they put themseives in communication
with a printer. When it was ready for distribution they made
up packets of the Address, with a lithographed circalar, similar
to that which had been used in other countries. This service
occupied several weeks; and in the course of the engarement
they were satisfied that it was Dbetter to send the copies out from
Madrid, where they had become well known to the DBritish
Minister and his Secretary and to the members of the Spanish
(xovernment, than to attempt to travel in Spain for the purpose
of presenting the Address in person.

They called, in the course of the time thai ther were at
Madrid, on the Ambassadors from Naples, Austria, Iolland.
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Sardinis, Belginom, and other Enropean nations, as well as on
those from Chili and Mexico: they also visited the Minister of
the United States of America, to whom they presented copies of
the Address, as well as to the several Ministers of the Crown of
Spain, cither to themselver directly or through their Seeretaries.
They saw the Archbishop of Toledo, Primate of Spain, and the
Patriarch of the Indies, Primate of the Colonies, both advanced
in years, to whom they handed copics of the Address, and by
whom they were kindly received. They had personal access to
the father of the King of Spain, and handed him a copy in
Eanglish, le at once began to read it, putting it into Spanish
as he went on. They spoke frecly to him on the ernelty exer-
cised towards the people of Africa, and besought his influence
for the extinction of the Slave-trade: he was free and courteous
in his behaviour.

In proof of the diligence of our friends during their tarriance
in this city wo snbjoin the following particulars of distribu-

tion $—

Copies.
To Senators in Madrd . . . . : : 169
Physicians : . . : : . e 20
Lawyers : . : : : : : 58
Ministers . . . . : . . 6
Prefessors : .. . . . . . ,
Principal Inhabitants . : : . 755
The Members of the New Cortes , : : . 214
Luis de Usos, for distribution : : : : 37
Given personally, by calls on individuals . C 355
1603
Sent and directed to the respective Members of the
Committces of Societies for DBeneficence and
Health, in each Province of Spain : : . 464
Sent to Burnel St, Sebastian, for distribution there,
and by post to other places : . . : 75

2232
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Copies.

Brought forward e+« . 2232
Sent by post, franked, to individuals in the Provinces,
viz :—to Bishops; DProfessors in the respective
Universities ; Secretaries of the Political Govern-
ment in the Provinces; Vice-Presidents in the
Provincial Courts ; Inspectors of Instruction, pri-
mary, secondary and third; Directors of Superior
and Elementary Schools; Teachers; Directors and
Secretaries of Economical Sndicties; and Gover-

nors of Territoris] Districts . . . . 1098

3330

o ey

Beforo leaving the city our friends called on the different
newspaper cditors, and gave to each a copy of the Address.
leaving it to the discretion or inclination of cach to publish in
their respective journals the whole or any part of the same.

It will be obvious that great industry must have been used in
making up, directing and forwarding so many thousands of se-
parate packets. The procuring of the proper addresses must
have been no small labour; and here we think it right to remark
that caro was scrupulously taken not to make use of those com-
plimentary titles which are so common in addressing men of
influence and authority, more especially in forcign countries,—
and indeed in addressing all persons of respectability.

Although our friends tarried two months in Madrid, no way
scemed to present for any public Jabours in the ministry of the
(Gospel on the part of our friend William Forster, whilst at the
same time we feel warranted in saying that his mind was
exercised on the subject, and open to any service, had the
way been seen to perform it. They sat down regularly, both on
First-day, and in the conrse of the week, to hold their Meetings
for Divine Worship, when we believe they were often refreshed
in spirit together. On these occasions they generally had the
company of a native of Spain, resident in Madrid, much at-
tached to the religious principles of I'riends.

When on the eve of their departure from Madrid, our frienda
forwarded the following commaunication to the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, with a writtea request that its contents might
be made known to the other Ministers of the Crown.
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‘““To Bertram do Lis, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs in
the Government of Spaln.

‘“Iaving accomplished the object which brought us to this
city, we feel that wo can do no less, before we tako our de-
parture, than very gratefully acknowledge tho kindness we have
recoived from tho Ministers of the Crown of Spain, and from
others holding office in the Government. We are thankful that
the way has been made for our obtaining access to the Sovereign
of this realm, and that wo have been permitted to discharge the
duty intrusted to us by offering the Queen a copy of the Address
from the religious Society of I'riends in Great Britain and Ire-
land, on the cruelty, the horrors and tho sinfulness of the African
Slave-trade, and upon the injustice of Negro Slavery ; that so
many of the Ministers of this Government have granted us an
audience, and allowed us to present to them personally a copy
of the Address; and that, during the many weeks we have spent
in Madrid, we "have mot with no impediment in attending to
what we have believed to be our duty, in sending the Address
by special messenger to the houses of persons of rank and in-
fluence in the city, and by post to thosc occupying stations of
authority in the provinces.

““We are straugers in a strange land; but we trust we shall
not be taking too much upon ourselves in again commending the
object we have at heart to the sympathy and conscientious at-
tention ot the Ministers of the Crown: it is an object of deep
and constant solicitude te our brethren in religious Socicty ;
and it is that which has induced us in the decline of life to
leave our homes, and to travel into a country so distant from our
habitations,

‘“*We humbly and carnestly beseech them to keep their hearts
open to a sense of the sorrows and suflerings inflicted upon the
people of Africa by the continuance of the Slave-trade, and to
use all such means as comport with the peaceable nature of the
Christian Religion in putting an end, at once and forever, to the
trade in Slaves from that Contirent to the Spanish Colonies in
the West Indies, and for the accomplishment of the abolition of
Slavery itsclf, so that those now subject to its degradation and
oppression may be put into possession of the rights and liberty
cnjoyed by other citizens of this nation.
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‘“*Wo cntertain a warm and lively interest in the walfare, the
peace and the prosperity of thia great nation, It is our strong
desire that it may pleaso the Lord Almighty largely to bless the
rulers of tho land and the people whom they govern; and that
Spain may take her full share, in unison with tho other nations
of Europe, in promoting the improvement, the civilization and
the happiness of the inhabitants of Africa and of the whole

world.
“CWiLniay Forster.

“ Loymoxp Ricitarns,”
“ Madrid, 31st of the 5th month, 1851.”

It became a subject of very scrious thought what course to
take from Madrid: the weather was very hot, and the political
state of aflairs in Portugal very unsettled. After desiring to be
rightly directed, the way scemed open for our friends to proceed
to Valencia, whero they arrived on the 24 of the 6th month.
They tarried abcut a week in that city, and sent out to different
persons of influence and rank about 300 copies of the Address.

On the 15th, after a journey of 43 hours, our friends reached
Barcelona. Considering it necessary to sce the authoritics of
the place before attempting the distribution of the Address, they
first saw the Captain-General, the highest military authority in
the province of Catalonia, of which Darcelona is the capital: he
heard ali they had to say, and said it should have his considera-
tion. They then saw the Civil Governor, and asked leave to
distribute the Address: he requested time to read it, and to return
an answer throngh the Dritish Consul. They received permis-
ston the next day. Our friends sent out by special messenger.
directed to thosc in autherity and to other principal inhabitants
in this city, about 700 copies, and forwarled through the post
to the adjacent towns and to the Spanish islands in the Mediter-
rancan about 400 copies, being 1100 in all, besides those whickh
they distributed personally in a city in which there are largc
numbers direetly or indirectly engacred in or dependent upon the
Slave-trade, from the coast of Africa to the islands of Cuba and
Porto-Rico.

After this, the way scemed to open for their leaving Spain:
they proceeded by diligence to Perpignan, and thence travelled
to Toulouse, in the Sonth of France. 1llere they sent out 160
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copies of thc Address, directed to the principal inhabitants of
the place. The way satisfactorily opened, both at Toulouse and
at Montantan, for religions service, in a Meeting with some
serions Protestants at the former place, and with the Students of
the Protestant College in the latter town.

Quar dear fricnds left Montauban on the 7th of the Tth month,
and, travelling diligently, were favoured to arrive in safety in
London on the 11th of the sarnc month, 1851.

Signed on behalf of the Committee, the 11th of the 5th
mo., 18352,

Josian ForsTER.

At a Meeting for Sufferings, reld the 5th of 3d mo., 1852: —

Tar Committee appointed to attend to the presentation of the
Address on the Slave-trade and Slavery, have proposed to this
Meeting that steps be taken for its presentation at the Court of
Portogal ; and they have brought forward the names of our
friends John Candler and Robert Were Fox as willing to under-
take this service, if approved by this Meeting. The proposal
has cngaged our serious deliberation, and, being cordially
united with, our dear friends are accordingly appointed to this
service, with a feeling desire on our behalf that the Divine hand
may sustain them in this ardoous undertaking, and that a

blessing may rest wpon their labours.
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Report of the Visit to Portugal of Robert Were Fox and
Jokn Candler.

Tuesg Friends left Southampton on the 27th of 3d moanth,
and arrived at Lisbon after a passage of six days. They took
with them letters of reccommendation from the Earl of Malmes-
bury, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and the Count
Lavradio, the Portugnese Ambassador in London. On landing
at Lisbon they put themselves into carly communication with Sir
Richard Pakenham, the British Minister. A private interview
with the Queen, was kindly arranged by the Minister of the In-
terior ; a copy of the Address was previously furnished, and
a day fixed for the reception. In the interval of ten days
that ¢nsued, our friends were employed in getting the Address
translated into DPortuguese and prepared for the press, and in
making calls on the Ministers of State and other persons of
intiuence, with whom they were permitted to converse freely and
confidentially on the object of their mission. They had a very
satisfactory interview with the Viscount Sa de Dandeira, a
former Minister of State, and a long-tried fricnd of the oppressed
African race, whose heart was still warm in the cause of Eman-
cipation, and who gave them every encouragoment to go on
with their work. * Portugal,” he said, **1s too poor to ofler
compensation to its numerous Slave-owners for immediate
Emancipation ;7 but he thought the Government might be
indoced to pass a Law declaring free all the children of slaves
hercafter to be born, and to sccure frecdom to such slaves from
other countries &5 might find their way into any of the Portu-
guese possessions.  The conversation with which they were
favored by diiferent members of the Government, the admis-
sions made and the assurances given, led our triends to believe
that such a beginning will soon be made in this great work of
humanity and justice. On the day appointed for their reception,
they repaired to the Palace, and were introduced to the Queen
and hing-consort by the Home and lkoreign Ministers: and
after presenting the Address, which the Queen kindly reccived,
the king, on behalt of them both, said, *“ We are glad to sece
you in Portngal; we had heard of your coming by the Count
Lavradio. Your objectis a good cne: every one who has a
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feeling heart must feel it to be so. Yon desire the overthrow of
Slavery ; so do we, but it is a difficult question: there are diffi-
culties attending it here, as well as in other countries.” Our
friends admitted this, but respectfully intimated that the subject
was one of great importance. England, they said, was anxious
to sco Slavery abolished everywhere, and the Society of Friends
in that country felt so strongly on the subject that they had
thought it right to address, in like manner, most of the Courts
of Europe. The King again expressed his assent to the views
of the Society, and again alluded to the difficultics that encom.
pass the question of Emancipatiou. e then added a few kind
words to Robert Were Fox, whose family had been so long con-
nected as Consuls with Portugal, and our friends withdrew.
They now felt themseclves at liberty to circulate the Address.
which, after being faithfully translated, had been printed at the
National Press. Tney sealed and directed some hundreds of
copies of it to the Peers, Deputies, Councillors of State, and to
some of the merchants in Lishon. They had intended making
a still wider distribution, but felt relieved from the neced
of doing so, by the publication of the document itself, in
the Diairio de Governo, the leading dai'v journal of lisbon,
which bas a wide circulation in that city and the provinces, and
which, from being the organ of the Governnient, finds its way
into Brazil. The document was also published, before they left
Lisbon, in another of the daily papers, and was prefaced swith
recommendatory remarks in both. Our friends made a journey
to St. Ubes, about 20 miles from Lisbon, which was represented
to them as being the third town of DPortogal in point of im-
portance, and as containing 20,000 inhabitants. Here, they gave
away a few copies of the Address, and left others with a mer-
chant for distribution. The wretched state of the roads in that
country, which makes travelling on horseback very difficult and
tedious, deterred them from attempting to visit, as they had
thought of doing, the distant cities of Coimbra and Oporto. An
English merchant, long resident in Portngal, relieved them, in
part, of this difficulty. He engaged to forward copies of the
Address to both places for private circulation, confiding them
in one case to a professor of the University of Coimbra, in the
other, to his own partner in trade at Oporto. Another mecrean-
tile house undertook to send copies of it to some of the smaller
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towns. DBesides placing twenty of these Addresses with the
British Episcopalian Minister at Lisbon, also with Dr. Gomes
(a converted Roman Catholic, who preaches Protestant doctrines
to a small congregation in his own house), and & similar number
with the female visitors of a free-school, for distribution, as
these partics should severally see fit, our fricnds mada calls at
the houscs of some persons of influence, and there left a fow
copies. They paid a visit to the Pope’s Nuncio, and endeavored
to interest him in this cause of humanity. The Nuncio received
them politely, and told them that if, after reading the paper, he
approved it, ho shonld bo quite willing to promote its circulation.
On calling at the Palace of the Cardinal Patriarch they obtained
an interview with his Secretary, who stated, with seeming
approval, that the Cardinal had already become acquainted with
the cYiect of their visit to Portugal, through the medium of the
Government journal, and with the Address itself. e accepted
copics in the French and Portuguese Jangnages.

Although the stay of our friends in ’ortngal was not of long
duration, they fecl much satisfaction in having paid this visit,
which they believe to have been well-timed. The subject of
putting an end to Slavery in the Portugnese colonies had
already engaged the attention of the Government; and our
friends are of the opinion that the strong Christian interest
manifested by our religious Socicty in regard both to Slavery
and the Slave-trade, and the earnest Christian pleading put forth
in the Address of which they were the bearers, will prove a
means, under the Divine blessing, of accclerating the great
object which the Society has so long had at heart.

They advert, with much satisfaction, to the open and friendly
manner in which they were received, and the sincerity cvinced
by all the members of the Portuguese Government with whom
they conferred, and guote with pleasure, the remarks made to
them by the Minister of the Interior at parting:—*“ 1 am sorry
that I eannot cxpress myself to you in Iinglish, so readily as I
should like to do; but we wish you to understand that it is our
carnest desire to get rid of Slavery.”

The Dritish Minister was requested to thank the Portuguese
Government for the kind attention which our friends had
experienced during their stay at the capital, which he kindly
undertook to do. They left Lisbon op the 20th of 4th month,

J
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after o sojourn thero and in its neighbourhood, of nearly four
weoks, and reached homo in health and safety, o fo o,

YEARLY MEETING, 1852.

Tue minutes of the Mceting for Suflerings, made since our
last meeting, upon the subject of the presentation of the
“ Address to Sovercigns and others in authority, on the
Slave-trade and Slavery,” have been now read, as well as
Narratives of the proccedings of our friends William Forster
and Edmund Richards, in the presentation of the same at
the Court of Spain, and its circulation in that country, and
of our friecnds John Candler and Robert Were Iox, in a
similar service, at the Court and in the kingdom of Portugal.
The said Reports are very satistactory, and we dexive to
record our reverent thankfulness in the belief that the
Divine blessing has been graciously permitted to attend the
prosecution of this important service, which appears now, to
a large exicent, to be completed so far as regards the Contin-
ent of Europe.

The subject of the presentation and circulation of the
aforesaid Address in the countries on the other side of the
Atlantic, more especially the Empire of DBrazil and the
United States of North America, has again engaged the
serious concern of this Meecting. Under a renewed feeling
of weighty exercise, we desire to encourage the Meeting
for Sufferin~s to direct continued attention to the completion
of this religious engagement, as way may appear suitably to

open.
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At a Meoting for Sufferings hold the Gth of 3th mo., 1853 ;-

At our laat Meetine, information was received from the Com.
mittee who have under their caro tho Address on the Slave-trado
and Slavery, that they had under their deliberate consideration
the presentation ot the Address at the Court ot the Mmperor of
the Brazils, and that our friend John Candler had informed them
that he believed it would be right for him to place himselt at the
disposal of the Socicty for this service, the subject having at
times rested with weight upon his mind, and that he now felt it
to be his religious duty to offer to be engaged thereing it I'ricnds
believed it riccht for the service to be undertaken.  The Mecting
was enabled to enter solidly into the consideration of this -
nortunt subject, and much sympathy was expressed with our
dear fricad John Candler; and concurrence with the proposal,
and the Meeting concluded to encourage him to look towards
entering upon the service.  The Committer are left at liberty o
conclude an arrangement with any rriend whom they wmay cou.
sider suitable to proceed as a companion with our fricnd John
Cundler on his [nruposud vigit to Drazil

In pursuance of the authority given by the foregoing minute,
the Committee cordially aceepted the oller of our triend Wilson
burgess for this service.

Report of the Visit of John Candler and Wilson Burgess
(o the Lrazils.

Wg embarked at Southampton, on the Oth of 9th mo., 1852,
on board the ‘* Severn,” and, atter & passage of twenty-nine
days, landed at Rio do Janciro on the 9th of 10th mo. We
pretty soon put ourselves in communication with Henry Southern,
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onr Ambassador at the Court of Brazil, to whom we delivered a
letter, nddressced to him by tho Earl of Malmesbury, as oreign
Sceretary 5 ho told us ho would forward our olject to tho utmost
of his power, not only on necount of tho desire oxpressed by the
Earl of Malmesbury that ho shonld do go, but alsv on account
of the interest ho himeself fult in the object of our mirsion.  We
ulso called npon Paulino, the Minister for Foreign Affaira. who
reccivedd us  courteously, and expressed his  belief that  the
African Slavo trado had nearly, if not  entirely, ceased in
Brazil; ho promised to procure us an carly interview with
tho Fmperor. In a fow davs wo received {rom him a notice
that the Emperor would receive us at his palaco of Christovad,
about four miles from the city of Rio: nccordingly wo repaired
thither on Seventh-day, the 16th ol 10th mo.,, and had a very
ancercinonious, and, on the whole, satisfitetory interview with
him.  Wo explained to him the objeet of our coting to Brazil,
telling him that our religions Socicty had thonght it right
to deaw up an Address to Sovercigns and those in anthority
on the subjects of Slavery and the Slave-trade, which had been
presented to many of the crowned heads in Furope, and ex-
pressed our hopo that the Imperor would condescend to receive
a copy of it also: he inunediately said, ** 1 will receive it with
pleasure and read it.” We then expressed our gratification at
finding the Slavetrade nearly, if not quite, abelished in Drazil;
the Ismperor said ho wighed to see it put an end to all over the
world, Iaving, in conclusion, expressed our desiro that
tho Divine blessing might rest upon the limperor, Empress and
their children, and upon the country; tho Ewmperor said, ¢ 1
thank you very much:” this terminated the interview,  From
all we heard, we belivvo the Janperor is sincerely desirous that
an cntire stop should be put to the Blave-trade,  Subsequently
wo hrd interviews with Juszebio, the late Miniater of Justice,
Vasconcelloz, the Ministcr off Police, and Sauza Ramos, the
present Minister of Justico, all of whom concurred in stating
it as their beliet that the African Slave-trado had  entirely
ceased as yegarded DBrazil,  We et a copy of the Address
with cach of theso individuals, and, during our stay in Rio
Jauciro and its neighbourhood, distributed o considerable num-
ber of copics amongst the merchunts and planters as way
opened.
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Wo called upon tho editors of the two principal daily nows-
papors, who both agreed to insertit.  Ono of tho papera, aftot
giving an account ot our interviow with the lmperor, did inscrt
tho latter portion, which relates to tho Slave-trado; but so long
as wo ataid in Rio Janciro it nover appeared in the other, which
in tho principal paper and hna tho largest circulation, notwith-
standing  wo  called repeatedly, and as oflen recvived fair
promisca. We were anxious to obtain its inscrtion in the nows-
papers of tho country, believing it wonld bo moro efliciently
circulated in that way than in any other.  Amongst tho copica
distributed hy post wo addressed ono to cach of the 62 nobles,
oxcepting s fuw then in Lisbon, to 30 peeresses, 58 senntors
and 109 reprerentativer, one archbishop and nine bishops,
Iinding tho newspapers at Rio Janciro had not inserted it, wo
availed ourselves of the offer of a warm-hearted abolitionist in
that city to circnlato it sinongst the Brazilinn merchants, and re.
quested him o get 300 copics printed for that purpose, which,
80 far as wo know, may now boe in a courso of digtribution.
After a stay of five weeks in the eapital and its neighbourhood
wo procecded to Haliin, where we bad an interview with tho
Arvchibishop and tho Prosident of tho Province: both expressed
their interest in the object of our miasion ; the former had &mine
time before delivered an excellent gpecele in the THouse of Re-
presentatives agningt the Slave-trade: both received us in a kind
manner.  From Bahin we went to visit o large sogar-plantation
on tho River Paragunssga, about 45 miles distant, where we were
kindly received, and had an opportunity of considerahile eon.
versation with the owner on the gubjects of Slavery and the
Slave-trade, ws well ng with other individuals, also glave-holders,
to whom we were mtroduieed in the same neighbourhood, Wy
gent, through the post, copies of the Address to several individanla
at Baliie who had been larrely onpgaced tn the Afriean Slave.
trade, and we had an interview with Jundguéirg, ono of the Chief
Judges of tho Provinee, who, as well s hig gon, appearal an en.
hghtened mang with whoso sentinents on various subjeets wo
wero pleascd s the son of the jndpe 1s o member of the Provineial
House of Representatives: ho appeared to be mueh impressed
with reading the Address,  Thoe English Consul st Bahia was so
kind as to procure the ingertion of it in the principal newspapor
of that district, which 18 published duily: we wero rather syr-
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priscd at this, as Bahia has long been a stronghold of tno
African Slave-trado, and, froin various causcs, a greater degreo
of Jealousy is belioved to exist thero as regands any interference
with tho slaves than in other parts of Braril.

After a stay of cighteen days at Bahia and neighbourhood, we
procceded to Pernambuco, the third city in sizo in Drazil, where
we hiad an interviow with the President of the Provinco and the
Bishop, who both received us kindly : the former wrote to 11, A
Cowper, tho kEnglish Consul at Pernambuco, expressing his
interest in the subject of the Address, and offered his assistance
in forwarding our object. Wo afterwards sont copics of the
Addresz to n number of influential individuals, including the
twelve Chicf Justices of tho Province, who had, we under-
steexd, an important case before them at that time to adjue
dicato upon, in connexion with a recent contemplated rising of
Slaves in the neighbouring 'rovinco of Alagoas. Upon the
whole, thongh but little fruit may be apparent from our visit to
Brazil, and though wo must confess there is but littlo indication
of such a change in the public mind as to lead us to hope that
Slavery is near its end in that fine country, yet wo beliovo it was
a timely visit, inasmuch as tho cxcitement consequent on the
sudden and we beliove nearly total stoppage of tho African
Slave-trade had subsided, and perhaps tho minds of some par-
sons were prepared to entertain the consideration of the subject
of the abolition of Slavery itself, We trust there is an intluence
at work in regard to it, which may, in the lord’s own time,
produce fruits; and the very fact of the Society of Iriends
sending a deputation parposely on  this subjoct seemed to
excite attention and to produce thoughtfulness on this important
question in the minds of many.  While we were at Rio Janciroa
Special Meeting of the * Society against the Traflic in Atricans
and for promoting Colonization and the Civilization of the
Indians,” was held, in accordance with the following advertise-
went in the newspapers : —

CENTRAORDINARY SESSION,

~ % Tho Directors invite all Members, and thoso persons who
interest themiselves in the cause of the Society, to attend a
Meeting that will take place on Thursday, the 11th inst., at 6
o'clock in the eveping, in the Saloon da Floresta, with the
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assistanco of the deputation from London of the Religious Society
of Fricnds, of Great Britain and Ircland,
“ D, ManurL pa Coxna Garnvao,
“2d Secretary.”

In nccordance with which 35 gentlemen assembled, including
the P’resident, Dr. Frango Leits, Visconnt Barbaceni, lcopolda
da Lima, Dr. Cochrane, &e. Tho President has liberated all
his slaves, The Mecting was opened by tho President delivering
a short address, sitting, which was succeeded by the Vice
President reading an address in Portuguese, and another indi-
vidual one in French. Viscount Barbaceni tlien related to us
tho ohjects of the Society, which had its origin two years and a
half ago, and at first consisted of only 21 members; now it
numbers 215, which is evidenco of a growth of interest in the
snhject: the first object of the Society was to oppose the Slave-
trade, then to promote emigration into Brazil of whito labourers,
and civilize the Indians, and, finally, to promote the extinction
of Slavery, J. Candler then gave a short account of the work-
ing of emancipation in the English West-India Colonies, and
referrad to the exertions which had been made in Eungland, and
tho way in which the abolition of Slavery had been brought
about with us. Leopolda da Lima, a public functionary, inter-
preted the substance of his remarks to the Meeting., Wilson
Burgess then made a few remarks, expressing the pleasure he
felt at the existence of such a Svciety in DBrazil, and the increase
of interest as evinced by tho number of its members.

The fact of the existence of this Socicty in Brazil, is import-
ant. Tho alteration of public feeling in regard to Slavery and
the Slave-trade is so great, that, although five or six years ago it
would not have been tolerated, it now holds its mectings with
open doors,

During our stay in Brazil, we were received by various indi-
v.duals with whom we camo in contact, or to whom we were in-
troduced, with much kindness and hospitality, and what we had
to say on the subject of Slavery and the Slave-trade was
listened to with patienco and attention. Probably it was the
first timeo that 2 number of these individuals had ever heand the
lawfulness of holding slaves called in question.  We may, with
thankfulness, acknowledge that we were preserved in tolorable
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health thronghout onr whole journey, although yollow fover
oxisted, both at Rio Janeiro and Balia, whilo we woro there, and

tho groat heat was also at times trying. Wo reached Southamp-
ton on the 15th of 1st mo., and wero favoured to boar tho voyage
homo without any material suffering.

N.B. Sinco the retarn of the Deputation, it has been ascer-
tained that the Address in Portugnese was published, at full
length, in the ** Journal do Commercio,” at the capital, a news-
paper in tho intercst of the Government, and more widely cir-
culated in Brazil than any other.

YEARLY MEETING, 1853.

Third-day afternoon, 21th of 5th montA.

A Rerort to the Meeling for Sufferings, of the visit of
our fricnds John Candler and Wilsen DBurgess to DBrazil, for
the purpose of presenting and circulating the Address of this
Meceting on the subject of Slavery and the Slave-trade, has
pow been read.  The said Report is interesting and satisfac-
tory to this Meeting, The preservation of our dear friends
in this arduous undertaking, and the remarkable manner in
which way was made for the prosccution of it, we fecl to be

causo for grateful acknowledgment to the Lord.
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Further proceedings of the Yearly Mecfing of 1853.

Third-day afternoon, 24th of 5th month.

The following minute has been received from the Mecting
for Sullerings, and has now been read: —

CAt @ Mecting for Sufferings, held by adjournment the Y1th of

Stk mo., 1853,

“Thoe Address of tho Yearly Meeting of 1819, on tho
subjects of Slavery and tho Slave-trade, has been read again
amongst us, and, in connexion with the exercise of the last
Yearly Mececting on the subject, introduced this Mceting into
serious consideration in reference to its presentation te tho
President of the United States of America, and others in au-
thority in that land, as well as its right disposal and circnlation
in that widely-extended Republic,. We appreliend that the time
has nearly arrived when this Address ghould be brought before
tho rulers of the United States : and although we bear in mind
tho interest which our dear friends in Awmeriea, in common with
ourselves, have Jong felt and still feel relative to our ancient
testimony  therein set forth, this Mecting has not scen its
way to relieve IFriesads in this land of the weight of a4 concern
which arese with them. The sabject of a depulation to that
country has therefore come under our very serivus deliberation,
but the step has Dbeen fult too important and grave to bo
concluded upon by any other body than the Yearly Mceeling
itaclt.”

The Address of this Meeting i 1849, on the subjeet of
the Slave-trade and Slavery, has also been vead,  In de-
liberating upon this deeply important subject, this Meeting
has been afresh introduced mio o fecling ot relizious con-
cern, under which we have been brought to the conclusion
that it is our Christian duty to proceed in tho presentation
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of the said Address to the Prosident of the United States,
and others in authority in that land, The consideration of
the coursc it may be desirable to take for carrying out the

concern ¢f this Meeting is referred to tho following Iriends
to report to a future sitting of this Meecting,

Seventh-day morning, 38tk of bth month.

The following Report has been reccived from the Com-
mittce appointed to consider the course it may be desirable
to take for carrying out the concern of this Mecting, in the
presentation of the Address on the Slave-trade and Slavery
in tho United States of America.

‘““To the Yearly Mecting.

‘“ Wo have met several times, and have been favoured to
enter into very serious deliberation on the subject of the pre-
sentation of the Address on the Slave-trade and Slavery to the
President of the United States of America, and to others in au-
thority in that country; and our dear friends Josiah Forster,
William Forster, John Candler and William Iolmes, having
surrendered themsclves to the dJisposal of their Lrethren for
the service, we cordially reccommend them to the Yearly
Mecting as a deputation for the performance of this weighty
cngagement.,

‘“ Signed on behalf and by direction of the Committee, 27th of
5th mo., 1853,

‘““ Joun Hoparin, Clerk.”
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Minute of the same date, appointing the Deputation to the
Service.

The Addross on the Slave-trade and Slavery which was
issued by this Meeting in the ycar 1849 has been again
read, under a renewed feeling of the same religious con-
corn in which it originated. During the four years which
have since clapsed the Address has been personally pre-
sented by special deputations on behalf of this Meeting to
most of the Sovercigus of Burope, and to the Emperor of
Brazil, as well as to many others in authority in each of
the countrics visited by these deputations; and this Meeting
thinks it right gratefully to record its reverent sense of the
Divine assistance which has been graciously afforded in
the prosecution of that part of the service which has already
been accomplished,

On secriously deliberating, in the fear of the Lord, upon
that which may yet remain to be performed of the religious
duty laid upon us as a church in this matter, we believe
that the time is come for presenting the Address to the
Presideut and others in power in the Umted Stafes of
America.  Under a solemn scnse of the weighty and im-
portant character of the mission, we accordingly appoint
our beloved friends Josiah Forster, William Iorster, John
Candler and William MHolmes (of whom William Forster
and John Candler are ministers of the Gospel, and Jostah
Forster and Willian  Iolmes elders in our religious .
Society) a deputation to procecd to America and present.
the Address to the DPresident and other Members of the
Iederal Government, to Governors of States, and others in
authority in that great Republic.

We cencournge these our dear friends to proceed in the
prosecution of the mnportant duty confided to them in such
mannecr as, 1n dependence upon the wisdom that is from
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above, thoy may deem best, craving that tho blessing of
tho Lord may rost upon tho work in which they are about
to engage, and commending them to the Christian kindness
and consideration of those with whom they may have in-
tercourse, and especially to the sympathy and help of our
dear Auncrican brethren, members of our religious Socicty,
who have so Jong Jaboured in tho samo rightcous causo.

Signed by direction and on behalf of the meeting,
Joskrnt Thorv,
Clerk to the Mecting this year.

Further Minuts of the same date

In order thalt the importani concern doveloped in the
preccding  minuto may, with Dbrotherly confidence, be
brought at as carly a period as possible to the notice of our
dear friends in America, and particularly to tho respective
Meetings for Sufferings in that land, we think it right to
instruct the correspondenis in London of the several Ame-
rican Yearly Meetings to transmit copics of the saud minute
to their respective correspondents in Amerten; and we de-
sire fo commend our beloved friends composing the depu-
tation in an especial manner to the kind Christian sympathy
and regard of the aforesaid Meetings for Suflerings.
And it is further referred to the Mecting for Suflerings
in London to aflord the deputation appointed under the
forcgoing minute the requisite assistance in the performanco
of the service mnfrusied to them.
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Report on the presentation and crrenlation of the Address
in the United States of Admeriea.

WEg embarked at Liverpool on tho 3d of the ninth month,
1853, and woero favoured to arrive at DBoston on tho Lhth of the
samo month, in health and safety. lere we wero et and
kindly welcomed by several Friends, of New England Yearly
Mecting, who had been appointed by their Mecting for Suller-
ings to render us any assistance in their power. At New
York wo met a similar Committeey and at Philadelphia and
Baltimore we had interviews with the Correspondenta ol those
two Ycarly Mectings,  On all these ocensions our dear Iricnds
manifested  much  sympathy witlf us in the object of our
appointment, but they were united in the conclusion that it
would be best for us to proeced alone in the performance of the
service: and in this wo believe they judged vightly.,

We first went to Washington, aud after a little detention,
occasioned by tho state of his health, the President of the
United States, Franklin Picree, veadily made way for our
seceing him. On tho st of the tenth menth wo were reecived
by him with mueh aflability and courtesy, and presented the
Address of the Yearly Meeting,  Wa adverted to the religions
concern of that Mecting in 1849, which ¢uve rizo 1o it, and
under which concern it had continued to act, and commended
tho Address to his serions and attentive perusal; anmd immediate
conference with hiz Cabinet was assioned as 4 reason for our not
reading tho same. o appreciated the motive of our Society,
and treated their conviction of relivious duly in reforencs to
tho matter considerately and respectfully.  Upon being informed
that we had it in prospect to travel for the purpose of presenting
the Address to the Governors of the dillerent States of the
Union, lic oflered no discouragement, Lut (old ua he believed
wo should bo well reccived 5 and we withdrew, satisficd with the
interview thus granted.
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Wo then proceoded without loss of timo to IRichinond,
in Virginia, one of tho older States, in which thoro aro about
470,000 slaves.* Tho Governor, Joscph Johnson, was not
in the city; but we afterwards met with him at his farm in tho
northern part of the Stato on onr way westward: though
hitnself a slave-holder, he pationtly listened to tho whole
of tho Address; and gavoe us, in somo conversation after-
wards, tho opportunity of commending it to his best feclings
and scrious reflection. Wo went forward into tho freo stato
of Okhkioy; tho Governor, William Medill, was not at Co.
lumbus, but we saw him at Lancaster, about twenty-five miles
distant, ISentncky was the next Stato which wo were ing it
containg about 210,000 slaves, and wo found the Governor,
Lazarns W. l'owell, at Frankfort, tho placo of his residence.
Ho also i8 a slave-holder, and heand the Address attentively:
and wo pressed tho wholo subject upon his conscience plainly
but respectiully.  Returning to Cincinnati, after visiting some
of our friends of Indiana Yearly Meeting, wo went on to
Indianapolis, the chief city'of Indiana, where wo found the
Governor, Joseph A. Wright, and had an interview with him.,
At Springficld, the chicf city of Lilinois, wo did meet with
the (lovernor, Joel A, Matteson, but proceeded to Jolliet, the
nlaco of his resideuco, whero wo soon saw him,  After some
consideration, we concluded to go into Wisconsin, and at
Madison, the chief city of the State, wo had an interview with
Leonard J. Farwell, the Governor.  We urged upon the Gover-
nors of these three Free States that there is a part which thoy
can take in hastening the termination of this unrightcous sys-
tem.  We did vot turn aside either into Mickigan on the [last,
or into fowa ou the West, the chief cities of which wero not
very accessiblo: they are Free States.  Wo then went on, without
delay, towards the southern Slave States, and arrived on the 17th
of the eleventh mwonth at the large city called 5t. Louis, in the
State of Messouri, in which State aro about 87,000 slaves, Wo
wore detained there several daya, in the course of which time
wo saw the Governor, Sterling Prico, at Jefterson city, 130 miles
to tha West, on the Missouri river: he received our visit

® The number of slaves in the mevers] States is taken from the Census of
the United Btates Uorernment of 1850, published by its suthority.



47

kindly, and heawd tho Address patiently; but ho afterwards wroto
to us a letter, oxpressing his dissatisfaction with our proceed-
ings, which lotter was printed in tho newspapers.

Wo were now at liberty to go southward, and embarked on
board a eteamer on tho Mississippi river. Wo wero cight
days on tho waters of that stream, and travelled upon it
upwards of 1000 miles. On the whole of its western shore, as
wo went down, are Slavo States; and tho samo may be said of
tho castern bank, below the Ohio river: and this snd blot on
tho national character stretches castward ncross the country
to tho Atlantic Ocean. Thus we find that oven afler ex-
cluding tho large new Slave State of Texaz, this condition of
gocioty prevails over more than one half in extent of the Umited
States, under a government otherwise distinguisrhed by its large
amount of civil and religious liberty, and over a region upon
which tho merciful and all-wise Creator of the human raee, the
Father of the children of men, has bestowed a fertile soil and o
genial climate. This circnmstanco may e familinr to many ;
but we have found tho realizing of the fact to be franght with
sorrowfnl feelings,—feclings which we warmly desire may be
thoso of overy one who visits thoso States. May none of
the millions of emigrants from Great Britain or Ircland, from
Germany, Norway, or other countries, ever allow themselves,
by fumiliarity with slavery, to becomo indiflerent to the un-
rightcousness of the systcin, or in any wisc to countenance
its existence.

We landed on the Tth of the twalfth month at Daton Rouge,
tho chief city of Louisiana, in which State are about 240,000
slaves, chiclly cmployed in tho cultivation of sugar; and the
next day wo had an interviow with the Governor, P, O. Hebert.
Wo returned up the river 270 miles to Vickshurg, and pro-
ceeded thence to Jackson, the scat of (lovernment of Missia-
sippi, a State in which thero are upwards of 800,000 slaves.
Here wo found the Governor, Foote, and were re-
ceived by him without any difliculty. Tho next Stato which
came in courso was Alabama, with more than 340,000 slaves.
To reach Montgomery, the chief city, where the Governor,
tHenry W, Collier, was residing, wo travelled by stago threo
days and threo nights across the country, The day after our
arrival wo had o full opportunity of comimunicating with him. In
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tho night of tho 18th wo wont forward by the railroad towards
Milledgeville, in tho old Stato of Georgia, whero thore aro 350,000
slaves.  lere wo met the Governor, 11, V. Johnson, and ho per-
mitted us to porform tho servico assigned to us without rostraint.
These threo last mentioned States were, with a small exception,
at one timo all included in the singlo State of' Georgin: from
them come tho large supplics of cotton used in this country, and
in them are to be found apwards of 1,000,000 slaves, a vory largo
proportion of whom are employed in the eunltivation of this plant.
As wo traversed Georgin, wo wero told that we were passing
across lands which, within less thin twenty years, had been
occupied by the Chierokee Indinns, and which they had tilled
after industriously clearing them of tho forests, but which thoy
were compelled by the United States’ Government to vacate,
and then to remove to the West of tho Mississippi river j—an
event in history, which, though not having an immediato refer-
once to our crrand, may not unsuitably be thus brought before
our friends, and which is well caleulated to awaken foelings
of pity and of sorrow for the native inhabitants ol tho wil-
derncess,

The State of Florida, with 39,000 slaves, lay so {ar to the
South that we dild not attempt to visit it,  We had passed by
Arkansas, with 47,000 slavea, of which the chief city, Little
Rock, was not ensy of accessy and, on account of its distance,
we had omitted going into Zeras, another State with 58,000
rlaves. This consideration applied with yet greater force to
the far distant Iree State off Cuilifornia,  We proceeded out of
(zeorgia to Columbin, in Sowth Curolina, in which bState rice
and cotton are the staple productions of the country, and in
which are 350,000 slaves, more in number than the {ree col-
ourcd inhabitants of the State. The Governor, John 1. Man.
ning, at once mado way for a visit to him, which we paid the
day after our arrival. It became a subject of serivus thonght
whether we should now travel so far out of o dircct course as to
go into the dState of Zenncsseey but alter sonic daliboration, it
was determined not to omit that State of nearly 240,000 slaves,
and we reached Nashville, the chief city, on the 27th of the
twelfth wonth,  Thoe Governor, Andrew  Johnson, readily
granted us an interviow, in which our pleadings on behalf of
the oppressed were respectfully and attentively listened to.
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Thus in tho courso of ono month wo visited six of the Southern
States, deoply implicated in tho sin of Slavery, and had the
opportunity of reading the Address to their Governors, with an
omission of a part of it in ono instance, arising from peculiar
circumstances, In consequence of our rapid travelling wo saw
very little of tho real character of Slavery., DBut our visit in
thoso fortilo lands is nssociated with very painful reflections,
and our hearts aro sad at the thought of the ecnormous iniquity
which Slavery is there producing.

On leaving tho city of Nashville, wo bent our course towards
North Carolina, purposing on our way to tarry a while in Knst
Tonnessce, It i8 now our painful duty to allude to a subject
which brought us into deep sorrew. Before leaving England,
otir beloved brother and friend, William I'orster, had received
certificates for religious labour, as a minister of the Gospel, in
somo parts of America,~and, in one of our conferences in
London, he had cspecially adverted to a visit to Lriends in
Tennessce.  In tho proscention of this service wo attended the
two meetings of llickory Grove and Iriendsville, in that
Stato, in which he was cnabled to labour in mmuch brightness
and power in the servico of the Gospel, setting forth the un-
searchable riches of Christ. The last of these mectings was
held on Sceond-day, the 2d of the first month, 13854, The
next day wo travelled about cight miles on our way to a more
distant mocting, but on tho following morning our dear friend
was taken very ill, and for several days ho suflferad acuto pain.,
Iis strength gradually sunk under the disease, and, after being
confined to his bed for abont threo weeks, during the whole of
which time he was preserved in munch sweotness ol spirit, and
enduced with great patienco and lilial submission to the will of
the Lord, he died on Sixth-day, the 27th of the first month,
at the house of Samuel Lowe, near the lolstono river.  Most
tenderly did we feel this solemn event, by which not only was
tho Chiurch deprived of a faithful and deveted minister, bat, n
tho prosceution of the particular service 1 which we were then
engaged, his loss was deeply felt,  The meekness and quictness
of his demeanour, his senso of the seriousness of the serviee, as
well as s strong conviction of the rivhteousness of the cause,
contributed greatly to make our way in the interviews with the

4
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Governors, and in the performance of tho servico generally.
Tho wrongs and sufferings of tho Slave had, in a remarkable
manner, enlsted the tendorest sympathies of our departed
friend, and been borne upon his heart from his carly youth and
throughout the whole course of his devoted life.

Notwithstanding our great loss, it was our obvious duty
to proceed; and wo reached Raleigh, in North Carolina, on
tho Tth of the sccond month, and had a full and interesting
interview with David S, Reid, the Governor of that State, in
which are upwards of 280,000 slaves. At Aunapolis, in Mary-
land, in which Btate aro about 75,000 slaves, wo saw tho
Governor, Thomas W, Ligon. The circumstances of these two
Blave States wore severally pressed upon the close attention
of the Governors, and wo were kindly listened to. Wo avent
forward to tho Freo States, and on the 23d saw Rodman M.
Price, the Governor of New Jersey, at Trenton. At Provi-
dence, in Rhods Island, we were with Francis M. Dimond, the
Governor: the next day we had an interview at Boston with
Emery Washbum, the Governor of Massachusetts; and on the
following day at Dover, with Noah Martin, the Governor
of New {lampshire. Tho day after wo proceeded to Augusta,
in the OStato of Alaine, but the Governor had necessarily
left tho city in the morning. We returned and saw
Oharles 1. Pond, the Governor of the State of Connecticud,
at Milford. On the 7Tth of the third monuth, wo had a full
opportunity at Albany with Iloratio Seymour, the Governor
of the State of New York; and the day following, John
S. Robinson, the Governor of the Stato of Vermnont, was
sccn at Bennington. One our return to Philadelphia we
met with William Bigler, the Governor of the State of
Pennsylvania: he was not at Harrisburg, his principal resi-
dence, when we went to that city to seek an interview with him.
The small State of Delaware, in which are upwards of 2200
slaves, now remained ; attempts were made to perform the visit
to the Governor, but it could not be easily accomplished. Weo
did not fuil to point out to the Governors of the I'ree States
tho influence which they havo the power of exercising in pro-
moting the abolition of Slavery.

It is a satisfaction to us to have to report, that in all our
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interviows with tho Govornors, of whom wo saw twenty-three
out of the thirty-ono, wo wero kindly and respectfully received.
With threo oxcoptions, tho whole of tho Address was read to
them, In two of theso cascs, the press of engagoments
sccmed to precludo the propricty of reading it entire; and, in
tho third instanco, it was thought well to shorten tho visit by
omitting the paragraph on tho African Slave-trade. In con-
clusion, wo may say that in all cascs an opportunity was allowed
and made uso of for a freo interchango of sentiment on the
immediate object of our errand j; and we are not aware that wo
scparated from any one Governor without commending to Lim
the scrious truths which had been introduced to his notice.

We sent by post to the Governors of the States whom wo had
not scen, 88 well as to those of tho territories of Minesota,
Oregon, New Moexico, Utah, and Washington, copies of the
Address, with a short note, and a goneral circular, ot which cir-

cular tho following is a copy : —

**Tho inclosed Address, issucd by the religious Socicty of Friends, in
Great Britain and Ireland, in the yeur 1849, was presented in that and
the following years to most of the Sovercigns of Europe. and also to the
Emperor of tho Brazils, by deputations appointed on behall of that
Christian body; and it was kindly and respectfully received. The
Address wasalso forwarded to many in authority and of influcnce in those
kingdoms and empires. The last Yearly Mecting of litends leld in
London, felt it to be a matterof religious duty to proceed to the circulation
of the Address in the United States of America. Four of its members
were accordingly separated for the service, and came to America for that
purpose about six months ago. They proceceded at once to Washington,
and presented a copy to the President of the United States, by whom they
were reccived with courtesy and kind attention. They afterwards visited
nearly all the midland and southern States ; and were readily allowed an
opportunity, notonly to present but to read the Address to the Governors
of those States. Soou after they had seen the Governor of Tennessee, one
of their number, their beloved and honoured friend William Forster,
who had taken a very active and useful part in this service, died after
an illness of a few weeks in the eastern part of that State.

« We, the three survivors, have since been in the northern and castern
Btates of the Union. Interviewsof a similar character have been promptly
granted by the Governors to whom we have applied; but notwithstanding
this cxtended journey, we apprehend that we shall not fully discharge the
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commistion intrusted to us, without giving & wnier but still a private
circulation to the Address: we therefore now forward a copy, with
sn carnest roquest that it may obtain thy ealm and very scrious
perusal.  Our hearts are warmed with a feeling of Clristinn love and
goudwill, for the slave-holder and for the slave. Dermit us, at the
same timo, under a frosh and increased sense of the unrighteousncsa
and vast extent of Slavery, and of the inter-state Slave-trade in this
land, to express an earnest desire, that in the exercive of a candid and
impartial spirit, thow maycest be not only willing but anxious to per-
ccive the way, in which this complicated system of wrong and injustice
can be speedily terminated,
‘“ We are, respeetfully, thy friends,

** Jusiant Forstig.

‘* Joux CanpLEr.

*“ Winrax Howmxs,

'* Philndelphia, 3d mo. 11th, 1854."

We azain went to the city of Washington, and saw the Presi-
dent, informing him of the course we had taken: he received
us kindly, We called at the residencer or at the offices of the
members of his Cabinet, seven in number.  They were mnceh
occupicd with public business: we met with four, and presented
tho Address to them; and forwamled copies to the other three.
On coming back to Philadelpbia, copies of the Address amd
eircular wero prepared, with the kind assistance of somo of
our friends of that city: these were forwarded to the nine
Judees of the Supreme Conrt at Washington,—to the moem-
bers of Congress, about 280 in number,—to the members of
the Senate and those of the Houso of Representatives of the
Legizlatures in each separate State) so far as their post-office-
addresses could be then obiained.  Thoe Address was also trans.
mitted to the Presidents of the numcerous Universities of the
United States,—to the supreme Judszes in the several States
and, with very little exception, to the influential ministers of
relicion of the ditferent dewominations, more cspecially in the
Slave States, go far as we could sneeeed in obtaining the nanier
of such. Between four and five thousand copies were thus put
tn circulation through the post.

We now felt at liberty to return home, and embarking at
New York on the 15th, landed at Liverpeol un the 28th of the
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fourth month; and wore favoured to meet our several familics
in usual health.,  1Yor the preservation extended to us by sea,
and by land in the course of our travels of upwards of ten
thousand miles in the United States, and for the many other
mercies granted to us by the lord, we derive to be cenabled
roverently to offer the tribute of gratitude and praise.

Wo would now take tho liberty to subjoin some vetliections
sugrested to our minds in the prosecution of our engagement,
Cur sense of the inigquity of Slavery, ns it provails in the
country which we have visited, and of the cvils inseparable
from it, is not lessened by tarrying for several weeks in
Slave States.  These fifteen States are contiguous one to the
othicr; but they are governed by their own legislative enact-
ments, and cach i3 to a very great extent independent of all
the others: this, indead, 18 the ease with all the States of tho
Union, Each o the Slave States is inhabited by thousands of
intelligent men, by whom cduention i3 greatly valued, who have
a deep sense of the rights of private judgment and of ¢ivil and
religious liberty, and among whom an open profession is made
of the religion ot vur Lord and Saviour, Jesas Christ. And vet,
by these people, and under the direct sanction of their separate
legislatures, man s protected in holding property i his fellow-
man.  In mwanv ol the States, the jnstruction of the slave in
the first clements of literature is prevented, for Jiws are enactwd
which forbid the teaching of him to read.  lle cannot cven
recetve his freedony amd enjoy it in these States; for lie is not
allowad, if so circumstanced, to coutinue there in the posecs-
sion of it beyond a limited thine, or without & guarantee that
he shall not become chargeable for maintenaunee in the city
o parish in which he resides.

By the census of the population of the United  States,
nken in 1850, the number of slaves was upwanrds off 3,200,000,
and that ot the free coloured population hictween 400,000 and
H00,000 3 and i we caleulato upon an fucerease of numbers, pro-
wrtiunntu to thit of the ton yoiars prinr to IS30, we 1Ny con-
clude that there willy at no great Jdistance of time, be not far
short of 4,000 000 of the two classes in the conntry.,  Wheu
we consider that this large multitude are our brethren and sisters
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by creation; that tho blood of Christ was shed on tho cross
for them as for us; and that the slaves are kept in hondage
for no crimo whatever which either thoy or their forefathers
havo committed ; wo aro afresh brought to feel tho enormity
and maguitude of the sin, especinlly in tho present enlighte:.ed
age of mankind.  Whether wo turn our thoughts to such as are
held and treated as domestic slaves s to those let out to hire ag
the beasts of the ficld ; to others, who pay their owners annually
o stipulated sum for being allowed so to employ themselves s
or to tho far greater proportion who are employed in foreed,
uncompensated labour, cultivating tho cotton, the sugar, the
tobacco, the rice, and the hemp of the southern and western
States ; and when we refleet on the violation of chastity, tho
lying, the deceit and the robbery, which are the immediate con-
gequences of such a state of socicty, wo sce in the carrying out
of Blavery a dreadful complication of crime in open violation of
the plainest prineiples of the Christian Religion.  And it ought
to be constantly borne in mind that, to a very large extent, the
inhabiwants of the British Isles, of many of the nations of Ku-
rope, and of the Free States of North America are indirectlys
and in many instances it may be thought almoest unavoidably,
involved in these things 3 cither as consumers, as manufacturers,
as dealers, as ghip-owners, or commercial men, This circums-
stance, in our apprehension, presents a powerful motive for con-
sidering in what way this enormous cvil can be radieally cured.
We believe the only effeetnal remedy to be—the utter ex-
tinction of Slavery.

We have been repeatedly brouszht to feel the firmness of
the ground on which our religionus Society stands in this
matter, — that Slavery is contrary to the law of our blessed
Saviour. In that opinion we believe that all serious Christians
will be brought to unite, as they cone impartially and humbl
to examine the question in the light of truth. It s
clear to us that this view of the subject gives the slave an
undonbted richt to inmmediate freedom.  We do not see how a
different course can be advocated, when it is once admitted that
for man to hold property in his fellow-man is contrary to the
Divine law. As a moral being, the slave is, in the first place, re-
sponsible to his Creator ; but whilst he is held at the absolute
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will of another, how can ho fulfill tho various dutics which the
Gospel of Christ enjoingl  Liberty is his birthright from
heaven: he has been deprived of his just rights fur too long, I
from any civeumstances by which ho has been surrounded whilst
in slavery ho requires preparation for the right enjoyment of this
freedom, it is the duty of the Government under which he lives,
on the principles o righteousness and merey, exercising a
Oliristian, paternal cuare, to proteet and to help him in his
new position as o free man by every wmeans in its power. lIle
i8 the injured person, in that ho has been so long held in
Blavery s for this unrighteous treatment he is justly entitled
to an adequato remuneration, it sueh can be found for him.
To subjoeet him to any ditticulty or havdship, in the acquisition
of his frecdom, is theretore manifest injustico,

In rapidly passing from ono Slave State to another, we had
gearcely an opportunity to observe, much less to becomoe ac-
quainted with, tho real nature of Amecerican Slavery, It was
obviously our duty to be cauticus in the manitestation of our
sympathy for the slave in his suflerings.  We wero simply
traveiling as messengers, bearing an Address to the rwlers
of a conntry of which we were not citizens, and that on a subject
of a delicate nature, and on which the 1nhabitants ave very
sensitive. It theretore became us to confine oursclves to the
specttie objeet which brought us there: and of the propricty of
this course, we are, on the retrospect, fully confirmed,  DBut we
did mect with distressing evidenee of the continuance of an
American Save-trade. On the boat which conveyed us down
the Mississippt river, were slaves under the convoy of a trader,
taken to be sold o New Orleans. On the road-side in the
woods, on two suecessive davs, ag we travelled from Jackson to
Montgomery, we saw gangs ot glaves going southward, to be
rold by the man-trader, ‘Thirty slaves, men, women, and chil-
dren, offered tor sale like eattie; were standing in the front of
the State Heuse of Mississippi, when we went to preseut the
Address to the Governor. Slaves brooeht to Monteonery in
Alabama ior sale, were to be seen in depots on both sides of the
way to the State House, as well as in other parts of the city,
In & Missouri puper of last automn were several advertisenmients
from traders, preposing to purchase or to soll negroes, one of



.
56 T

thew to the number of 2500. In a New Orleans paper, brought
on board tho steamer on which wo wero passengers, publishod
in the twelfth month of last year, wore five successivo advertise-
monts of houses opened for tho sale of slaves, brought from
Carolina, from Maryland, or from Virginia, In auother paper,
issued a foew weeks later at Charleston, in South, Carolina,
were seventeen distinet advertisements of slaves for sale, to the
asumber of between 600 and 700. 'Theso sad proofs of a con-
tinnance of a trade. in inan, thus opeunly carried on under legal
sanction, in the middle of the ninctcenth century, brought before
us, unsought for and accidentallv, arq a melancholy evidence of
tho extent of the traflic.  What wickedness it is for wan thus to
buy and sell his brother! W’hy do not all who profess the name
of Christian in that land riso wp and unitedly condemn this
onormous sin J ..

. Many aro looking tb the free and independent State of Libe-
rin, on the coast of* Africa, as a home to which the present race
of Negroes and their descendants, whether freo or slaves, may
bo removed: and they aroe cncouraged by the reports of the
thriving condition of some who are already gone thither. We
wish well to that chub]ic To the removal thither of those
who use the same free will in goifig as the numerous emigrants
from Europe to America do, we can oli‘ur no ohjection. \\ ¢ {ear
that with some, the eucoumgcmmt of this cmigration has its
origin in an aversion to the coloured people living among them ;
from a settled belicf that the diflerent races cannot live to-
gother as free men. We say it in kindness, but surcly this
feeling ought to be got rid of. It appears from thékcensus
of tho slave population that the number of slaves in the
United States, in the ten years preceding 1850, increased
about 700,000, The emigration to the coast of Alrica Las
latterly taken placo at a greater rate than formerly, but it
still does not exceed 1000 annually. Can then the whole of the
coloured population bo transported thither and find homes and
employment? And if it were so, who is to cultivate the soil and
perform the services in which the slaves are now engaged?  To
roly upon this system of colonization, is liable to the serious
dlsadvanmge of turning the mind from other means of bring-
ing this evil to an, end. The coloured man is surely as wuch

»
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entitled as tho white man to live in the land in which it has
pleased the Author of his.oxisteneo that hic should be born,

In passing along, we havo felt much for the free colonred in-
habitants of the United States. These amount, a3 we have
said, to nearly half a million. Thoy arce too generally treated
a3 an inferior race, and looked down upon with neglect and
contempt. The morials and general habits of some of these
way bave rendered it both unpleasant and ditlicult to help
them; but such cases are not rare amopg tho white popu-
lation of any country. Iven the colour of their skin has
been, and is, considercd as a mark of degradation :-this is
wrong, and yet wo are conscious that we ought to make
allowance for these feclings. It is, we are convinced, of great
importance—it is a duty—to elovate the chiaracter of this class
by cducation, and to impart that instruction beyond thoe mere
clements of learning, which wo are persuaded they are capable
of receiving., We are glad to bear our testimony to the dili-
went care and kindness which many of the members of our
religions Sceiety are extending to them in diticrent parts of the
Union. It has been very satisfactory to hear of more than a
few coloured persons who are oceupying independent positions
i civil soctety, as landholders, as farmers, or as commercial men,
and living as respectable members of the community.  But
with the execption of some of the New England States, evern
these citizens are not allowed to exercise the elective franchise,
or to serve un Juries,  Much, however, yet remains to be done,
and we Dbelieve it would greatly help forward the abolition
of Slavery, it in the Free States all classes of the community
would unite in clevating the condition of the free coloured
population, and in pleading for their enjovmnent of all the rights
of a citizen.  They would thus give yproot of their conviction
that a diflerence in the colour of the skin ought to be no bar
whatever to an equal participation in all things social, moral
and relivious,

We were not notrequently reminded, sometimes in our inter. -
views with the Governors, and that in a kind and friendly
spirit, that Slavery was first introduced into America by Great
Britwin and by her entailed upon the Sonthern  States.
We reply, that when Awmerican Independenee was tivst declared,
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in 1783, it was ns fully in the powor of tho sevoral States
to shuko off that yoke us it was to freo themselves from sub-
jection to the British (overnment, and that tho Northern
Btates dddivered themselves from it as they saw fit.  Surely it
is for cach generation to do that which is right, irrespectivo of
tho cvil deeds of their forefathers,  Our attention was at other
timer directed to the wrongs inflicted on the peasantry of Ire-
land 3 and to the wretched condition of tho poor in our country
in populous cities, in factories, or even in gomo agricultural
districts, Wo attempted not to justify any cevil; but con-
domned it: at the same timo wo alleged that the rulers and
inhabitants of our land are sincerely endeavouring to remedy
the wrongs complained of. DBut Slavery, as it exists in the
United States, is a sin of a character peculiarly its own, and
i8 not to be compared with the sufferings and distresses which
prevail in a nation where civil and political freedom 18 the
equal rvight of all, Again, it was said that the abolition of
Slavery in the British West India colonics 18 o failure:
this we could in no degrco admit. A fair examination of
that question will convince every candid mind that cmancipa-
tion has produced a vast improvement in the physical, social,
and moral condition of the population of those islands.

We are glad to believe that in many instances the slaves in the
United States are better cared for in food, in clothing, and in
lodging, than was formerly the case.  We trust there 18 a growing
conviction that it is criminal to neglect their physical wants. But
at the same time we are ever to remember the tendency of the
human mind to act with severity and in an arbitrary man-
ner, where irresponsible power is held.  This presents a strong
temptation to tyranny and cruelty : indeed, we are persuaded
that there is no valid security against the abuso of this
power, whilst man is allowed to hold property in his fellow-
man. Many indulgent masters are said to treat their slaves
so kindly and humanely that they become attached to their
owners, and would not accept their freedom if it were offered
to them. This proves, we think, that the slave has been
8o degraded that he has not a just estimate of civil liberty, It
i8 further alleged, that on many estates the slaves are morally in-
structed in the truthg of the Gospel: we dispute 1t not; we are
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glad of it, na far as it goes, Wo believe these truths are not
taught in vain ; and that in many casos tho slaves are acknow:
ledged to bo nearer the kingdom of heaven than their owners,
But inasmuch as they are prohibited from learning to rewd, they
ars necessarily debarved free necess to the Reriptures of Truth g
and licnco how is it likely that they can wequire o full and just
apprecintion of the blessed doctrines therein set forth 2 The
very instruction imparted must be imperteet and vestricted in
its charncter s and, serious indeed is the responsibility of those
teachers of relicion, who, whilst undertaking to cenvey to
others the trnths of the Gospel, are partics to withholding one
menns of becoming  acquainted  with the whole  counsel of
God, If the slaves are capable of reeciving and following
the law of Christ, they are fit for the enjovient of frecdom.
And we believe that in every country of the workl, and
in cevery condition  of life, an pherent love of  Jiberty
belongs to man when fully enlightened by the power of the
“(lﬁ]ri‘l.

We bring theso general viows before our friends, not as
if thev were new to them, but under the fresh impressions
which they have made upon us, whilst tarrving in the country
to which they applv. We write not in o gpirit of anger
or with harsh feelings towards the slave.owner, We have
never been more deeply sensille of the dithenlties by which
he s surrounded,  We are per-uaded that there 13 a large
number of those 8o ecircumstanced who would be elad to
be wholly extricated from the evily manv of themn from a
eprowinge conviction of the unrizhteousuess of the thing itself.
Thev and their forefathers have becorne so tamihiarized  with
the svstem, that it 18 wrought into their habits of lite: and
we carnestly desire that every eilort to serve the slave and
to pleid his cause should be performed ina Christian spirit.
Hav-h and insulting epithets o personul apphication ought,
wo think, to be avoided; they aretate, but they do not
convince,  And, it 18 well to bear ino mind  the compre
hensive application of the words of the Apostler - Whe
made thee to ditfer from another:; and what hast thon which
thou didst not reecive.”  The trath i3, however, to be spolien,
and that without compromise; yet it should be in love, and
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in the language which becomes a follower of tho Lord Jesus.
This is most likely to gain an entrance into the heart,
and to effect tho designed purpose. In tho last conversation
on Slavery with onr beloved friend Willinm  Forster, only
a very fow days before his death, he strongly and clearly
introduced similar views., We accept them as his dying testi-
mony to the spirit of meckness and forbearanco with which
ail who Inbour in this righteous cause shiould be clothed.,

Scparated as we were for many weeks from the socicty of our
dear friends in Americs, and largely as we have siuce par-
taken of their kindness and sympathy, we have often been
brought to feel for thom as living under the same federal
government with the slaves. We well know that many of them
have long and deeply felt for those in bondage. They have
faithfully pleaded their cause with those in power, and have
very recently, from many quartcis, manifested their continued
interest, by petitioning the Legislature at Washington against
the passing of a Bill designed to extend the Slave territory on
the west of tho Mississippi river.  Our dear friends may some-
titnes be disheartened in contemplating the ditliculties by which
the question of Slavery is encompassed,  Aflectionately and
carnestly do we desire that they will not allow such con-
sidcrations in the lcast degreo to weaken their ciforts in this
richteous cause. May they rather with greater persoverance
viclkd their minds individually to a sense of thie cnormity
and extent of the sin which attaches to Slavery, an evil so
increased, that there are now four times as many slaves in the
United Statea as there were when the Union was formed.  ‘Lhe
cause of freedom may have been injudiciously advocatad in
veara past; but this by no means justifies inactivity or silence:
on the countrary, it calls for greater skill and more unremitting
perseverance in its advoeacy.  Occasions will frequently arise
when mild Christian arguments would strengthen the con-
victions which may bo at work in the heart of the Slave.-
holder, and may greatly help forward the liberation of his
siaves,

Ot course it did not belong to us to suggest the specific mea-
sure by which Slavery is to be terminated.  This is especially
the provinee of the several State Govermments in which it cxists.
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Thoir laws are so stringent and severo that whilst these con-
tinuo in forco there is little hopo of a chango for the belter. In
the love which wo benr to the American people, and with
a warm dcsiro that the nation may be exalted by righteousncess,
“we invito all who pity the slave to plead with tho inhabitants of
each Slavo State for tho entire repeal of these lawas, and for the
immadiato sctting at liberty of those who are held in bondage.
Wo despair not: but we believe that as judicions, persevering
offorts arc mado in a faithful Christinn spirit, a deliverance from
this mighty cvil will be brought, and an amount of happiness
will be the resalt of which no idea can now he formed.  May the
Lord Almighty in his goodness and power hasten the coming
of this blessed period |

Jostan Forsten,
JonuyN CaNDLER.
Wirriast Horugs,
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YEARLY MEETING, 1854,

Tur Deputation appointed st our last Yearly Mecting, to
present the Address on the Slave-frade and Slavery to the
President of the United Statee, and others in that land.
have produced a Reporty, which has been now read.

This Report has been deeply inferesting fo us, and has
afresh awalkened our lively svmpathy for that large number
of our fellow-creatures still held in the unrighleous bonds
of Slavery; as well as our concern for those whe, e
holders of slaves, are exposed to the fearful and debasing
mfluence of this iniguitous system.

The faithful and judicious services of our beloved friends
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in this arduous engagement have been truly satisfuctory to
this Mecting.

We deeply mourn the loss sustained by the church in
the death of one of the deputation, whilst engaged in this
service.—cur  Iriend William Torster, honoured and  he-
loved in the Lord,—vet we desire to bow in resignation Lo
the Divine will,

We teel further engaged to record our grateful sense of
that assiztance  which, we reverently believe, has heen
aranted of the Lord throughout the prosecution of this
extensive labour of love.
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