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Sir, I deny this doctrine; I say there is a sove-
reignty in abeyance in the people; and if there is
not, I contend that the present tamily on the throne
are usurpers—the practice of the revolution clearly
shows the force of the argument. When King
James the Second abdicated the crown, the parha-
ment did not proceed to do any act of itselt for set-
thng the crown, hut expressly called a convention,
which the Lord Mayor of London and fifty com-
moners were invited to attend. All the members
who had sat ia the parliament of Charles the Se-
cond were also summoned ; and every step which
could be taken in the then pressing exigency of
affairs, was actually taken to shew that the appoint-
ment to the crown was in the people, and in them
only. Mr. Sheridan urged his part of the argument
with great force and ability in several poiunts of
view, which the lateness of the hour, abridged by
the length of the former part of the dcbate, will not
allow us lo touch upon. Me concluded by moving
his hearty negative to the Speaker’s leaving the -
chair. What we have already given is, indeed a
mere abridged outline,

The house divided; for the Speaker's leaving the chair 149 ;
aganst it 24,

FEBRUARY 11.

UNTON OF GREAT BRITAIN WITIHI TRELAND.

My, Pilt moved the ovder of the day for the house going into o
commillce for the farther considoration of Flis Majesty's message,
which being rvead, and the Speaker having moved that the sume be
taken info considorafion,

Mr. Siteripay rose. e said, it was not his
itention at present to oppose the Speaker's leaving
the chair, for the purpose of preventing the house
from resuming the consideration of 1his Majesty’s
message. lle did, indeed, understand that an ho-
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norable friend of s, now in the country, had an
intention of coming down to the house for that pur-
pose. T'he severity of the weather had, however,
probably prevented him from executing that inten-
tion. Had that honorable friend been present, he
should certainly have thonght it incumbent upon him
to give him all the support in his power; because,
from every account that had come 1o his knowledge
of the temper and proceedings of the people and
parliament of [reland sinee the subject of union
had been first agitated, he felt a sincere conviction
that the most beneficial service he could perform
for both countries would be to throw every possible
obstacle in the way of the resolutions which had heen:
brought forward by the right honorable gentleman.
But having already, on several occasions, arsrued at
considerable length against the principle of the mea-
sure; 1t certainly was not his intention, in the ab-
sence of his honorable friend, to oppose the house
going mto a commitice, IHe only rose at present
to move an 1nstruction to the committee, which he
conceived to be strictly consistent with the object of
His Majesty’s message, and likely to accomplish
that object in 2 more effectual mode than that of a
union. e was apprized that it was in his power
to suggest 1n the commiltec any other plan for con-
solidating the interest of the British empire, and
healing the distractions of Ireland, than that which
had been avowed by the minister; for, though the
house had twice decided that the Speaker should
leave the chair upon the question of going into the
commttee, the project of union had not yet been
anctioned by either the committee or the house.
But it was on this very account that he chose the
present time for bringing it forward, as it might
have the effect of preventing the farther discussion
of # project which cvery consideration of sound po-
licy induced him to deprecaiz,  As the right lionor-
able gentleman, however, -was, by the forms of the
house, entitled to a pre-sudience, he would not now
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¢o into any detail of argument to prove that the
instruction he intended to move was such as the
house ought to adopt, but would merely stite it as
a proposition which was fairly entitled to the consi-
deration of the committee. This proposition was
no less than that all the advantages which were pro-
fessed to be expected from a union, wonld be more
caertainly attained by the parliament of Great Bri-
tain sefting the example of abolishing all civil inca-
pacities on accouni of religious distinctions. e
did not mean that any should be taken for that pur-
pose, which should have the least appearance of
trenching upon the independence of the Irish parlia-
ment ; on the contrary, he had taken care to word
his motion so, as to aveid any such construction.
He 1ntended that its operation shonld be left entirely
to the force of example, which, aided by the stronger
necessity that existed for its application in the un-
happy circumsiances of the sister kingdom, would,
he had no doubt, speedily.incline the independent
legislature of that country to its spontaneous adop-
tion. He did not conceive that the right honorable
gentleman, upon an impartial view of all these cir-
camstances, would contend that the time was im-
proper for such a measure. ¥hether its fitness at
the present crisis would or would not be disputed,
1t possessed this recommendation at least, that it
was considered by His Majesty’s ministers, in 1795,
to be a measure of prudence, safety, and indispens-
abie necessity. o anticipate any general objection
that might be made to it, he would beg leave to
quote the deciaration of a noble Karl, as e:;rressed
in a passage or two of a publication which he had
in s hand, and the whole contents of which that
noble Eail offered to prove in the house of lords.—
[Here Mr, Sheridan read an extract from Karl
Fitzwilliam’s letter to Lord Carlisle, stating the
aoreement of the Duke of Portland and Mr. Pitt
in the opinion that the emancipation of the Catholics
was necessary for the preservation of Ireland; and
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that though it was thought more advisable to delay
the measure until a pcrwd of greater tranquillity,
vet that, if brought forward, he was authorized to
give it a handsome support on the part of govern-
ment.]—Thus the measure which he wished to be
aiven in instruction to the committee was then con-
sidered by the gentlemen opposite to hin to be cou-
sonant to the pr mmplos of sound policy and justice;
and, if pressed by the Catholics, was to receive the
handsome support of the government of Ireland.
He would be glad to know, whether the events
which had since happened in that distracted coun-
try, and all of which had been predicted hy Earl
Fitzwilliam, were not such as to induce the right
honorable gentleman to regret, from the bottom of
his heart, that he had not per!mtled the measnre to
be brought forward at that time. If he should say,
after witnessing the melancholy and alarming con-
sequences of the recal of that nobleman, that he
still felt no regret at the proceeding of the British
cabinet, the house and the whole country would
cert-unl y hear that avowal with astonishment. Con-
siderations of much weightier importance than any
that could arise from mere curiosiiy, required that
the right honorable gentleman should explain the
motives of that sudden change in his sentiments,  If
he could judge by his prcsent aestures, mdeed, he
scemed to indicate that there had been no clmwe.
The nataral inference then was, that when he ¢ ap-
peared to conntenance the scheme of emancipation,
he never entertained any idea of carrving 1t into
execution, and that he sent over Lord lltz..wﬂ lam
merely to dupe the Trish Catholics for a tume, to
suit his own purpose.  'I'o this conclusion, however,
it was not very probable that the right honorlble
gt"lltll}lllm] would accede, for it w ould meur a muach
stronger imputation on his character than an ac-
knm\ledlrmcnt that lic had changed his mind upon
the qlwstwn of emancipation, in consequence of un-

fitness of time, or change of circumstances. . But
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either he must submit to that imputation, or it
would be 1ncumbent on him to show very strong
reasons for suddenly abandoning a measure, which,
on the same noble authority, he was stated to have
admitted to be of more service to the British empire
than any thing that could happen short of union.
This, by the way, was the first occasion upon which
union was hinted at, as prefcrable to Catholic eman-
cipation; and shewed how long the present project
had been floating in his mind, though he had not
till now found what he conceived to be a fit oppor-
tunity for urging it. Had the right honorable gen-
tleman attempted to prove that all the efforts of the
Irish parliament would be meffectual to the extine-
tion of religious feuds and political discontents ; had
he shown that the parliament itself was hostile to its
l{o’mposal, or that the opposition to it among the

rotestant classes of Ircland was so general, as, if it
were persisted in, to produce those very evils which
it was intended to prevent; then would it be
thought no ways surprising that he had changed his
opinion, nor would he have any reasen to disavow the
change. But it was not probable that he would use
any such arguments as these, 1 opposition to the
strong evidence of facts. 'I'he primary object of
Lord Fitzwilliam’s admimstration was, from the
first moment of his landing in Ircland, avowed to
be the complete emancipation of the Catholics. It
was known by every member of the Irish Parlia-
ment, and to every man in the country; it was
equally well known that it constituted the avowed
ground of Lord Fitzwilliam’s recal; and vet so far
was it from exciting their displeasure, that there
never was a Lord Lieuténant who left Ireland ac-
companied with testimonies of more general regret
for his departure than Lord Fitzwilliam. 'Fhe
right honorable gentleman had hroadly stated, that
it was frivolons to assert that the settlement of 1782
was final, or to suppose that it was then intended
that the connection between the two countrics should
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be enfirely left upon that footing, that the evils
which had since arisen could be no otherwise radi-
cally cured than by a union, and that this remedy, if
not adopted now, might be put off ad Grecas
kalendas. Was it to ve inferred from this, that
abandoning all idea of the necessity of the free con-
sent of the Irish nation, and considering their repre-
sentatives as worthy of belng put in strait waistcoats,
he would proceed at once to cram 1t down their
throats ? He had said, that he wished to wait for a
moment of calm, when the irritation occasioned by
the first view of the measere should subside, and its
many advantages could be impartially considered:
yet his conduet was in direct contradiction to this
principle, for he loudly talked of the necessity of
an immediate remedy. There was au opposition
between his professions and proceedings which was
apparently Inexplicable. 1t the right honorable
gentleman would avow that he designed to carry it
by coercion, his anxiety to have his resolutions
carried would then excite no surprise. But if it
was his real intention to wait for the result of calin
and temp.oate discussion m the Irish parliament,
what security could he give that the adoption of it
would not equally be put oft ad Grecas kalendas
'The remedy of an union was then contingeat and
precarious, if, indeed, there remained any hope of
its being adopted.  But that which his motion con-
tained was of present use, and whether applied by
the British parliament or the lrish parliament, in
the first instance, would be wroductive of the most
benencial efiects, The right honorable gentleman
expressed a hope, that the Irish house of commons
would resume the consideration of the measure, n
a calm and dispassionate temper.  1le likewise en-
tertained the same expectation. It was not very
likely, indeed, thai they would take it up again
with much favor, when they reflected upon the
strange ierms that had been used in that house as
applicable to their procecdings, such as in:oxication,
VYOL. V. G
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wolves, &ec. &c. But he hoped they would re-con-
sider those prejudices whick led them to reject the
claims of the Catholics, and generously admit them
to a share of the little they had it in their power to
give. He hoped they weuld reflect, that Catholic
exclusion was the cause of their own weakness, and
had been made a reason of wresting from their in-
dependence. Such were his expectations from the
fair and manly manner in which Mr. Barrington
and several other members had cenfessed ther former
errors.—The right honorable gentleman might
well seem surprised at this public confession of error;
for certainly i1t could not be laid te his charge, that
he .had ever made any recantation in words, how-
ever frequently he had done so in deeds. He hoped
the Irish parliament would reflect upon how little
they could impart to ths Catholic, which was no
more than the power of sitting with themselves,
and being admitted to a share of a few offices ; and
to this would join the reflection that Britain and
Ircland were now almost the only countries in Eu-
rope where civil exclusion was still maintained on
account of religivus distinctions.  'They would re-
flect, that :f the Irisih Catholic acquired the pos-
session of property, it must be througt the medium
cf that industry which would civilize his habits, and
fit him for becoming a peaceful and valuable mem-
ber of the commuaity. When they dispassionately
viewed the effects tisat had arisen in many parts of
the continent from the abolition of religious feuds ;
wlien they retlected, that in some of them the two
areat sects of Protestants and Catholics harmonised
so far as to have a regular interchange of warship,
and that in all questions of eivil policy their inte-
rests were invariably united, he hoped they would
cast off those absurd prejudices whicﬁ induced them
to consider their Catholic brethren as the advocates
of foreign supremacy in their civil as well as reli-
aious concerns. They would particularly see the
absurdity of entertaining any fears from what a
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pope could do at this time of day. Wretched and
abandoned as was the present situation of that old
man, he was convinced, that if any person were to
inform him thatin any land in the Atlantic Qcean
the dread of his authority had been made the pre-
text for excluding more than thrce m:llions of men
from the most valnable privileges of civil existence,
he would feel some consolation that the misery to
which himself was now reduced deprived their op-
pressors of that argument. He kad no doubt that
they would re-consider the question, but he bad as
little doubt that the effect would not be favorable to
a union. e had no doubt that they weuld see
they were now brought to the alternative of sacri-
ficing cither their independence, or their prejudices,
that they must make either a union of affection and
interest with the Catholies, or enter into a false and
hollow union with England. He hoped the time
was now come when, forgetful of their party dif-
ferences, the sceds of animosity would be for ever
extirpated from the bosom$ of both parties, and
when the protestant would stretch forth the hand of
reconciliation, dry up the tears, and pour balm into
the wounds of his bleeding Catholic brother. He
felt a firm conviction that a union like this, whileit
rang the departing knell of religious discord and
religious broil, would at the same time, if cherished
and matured by a wise co-operation, tend more to
strengthen the connection between Great Britain
and Ireland than any other that could be suggested.
He would not trouble the house with any farther
arguments, but would conclude with moving,

« T'hat 1t be an instruction to the committee to
consider how far it would be consistent with justice
and policy, and conducive to the general interests,
and especially to the consolidation of the strength
of the British empire, were civil incapacities, on
account of refigious distinction, te be done away
tiroughout Ilis Majssty’s dominions.”

G 2



{4 [FEB. 11,

Myr. Pitt repliced.—77x Speaker obscreed, 1hat if the house were
of opinion, that the tener of 1lis Majesty’s message did not war-
rant the introduction of the motion, to discuss it @l presimt was
cerlainly irregular.  If on the other hand it did come within the
power of the commiitee, it was vl regulur as al present worded.
Ic was necessary that some such words as, * that it be an instruce
tion to the commitlec in the first instance,” §e.

Mr. Sheridan said, he had not the least objection
to withdraw his motion for the present, but he would
assent to the proposed amendment, for the purpose
of baving it in his power to make some comments
on what had fallen from the right honorable gen-
tleman opposite. He thought it very strange lan-
guage to tell 2 member of that house, that he was
not serious in the arguments which he pressed upon
1its attention. But probably the right honorable
gentleman only ascribed to him what he felt to be
too much the habit of his own mind, and what he
thought to be more gencral than he would find upon
candid examination. Nothing could be more silly
than to say that he attacked the independence of
the Irish parliament. This was a very strange
comment upon his motion, by a man who had him-
self brought forward resolutions tending to precure
a total surrender of that independence. He had
argued that it was unsafe to grant Catholic emanci-
pation without union. He would then ask, why
he had authorized Lord Fitzwilliam to promise it—
why he had raised that expectation m the minds of
the Catholics, of the fallacy of which he had since
endeavored to convince them by a system of cruel
massacre and torture of every denomination ?—
(Here a cry of “hear! hear!” )—IHe would repeat
it, that he rconsidered the right honorable gentle-
man, and those who had supported him with a mer-
cenary confidence, as the authors of all the calami-
ties which had befallen that unhappy country.—
(¢ Hear! hear!”)—The house in adopting his mo-
tion would only repeat the sentiments of Iis Ma-
jesty’sministers in 1795, and give greater cflect o the
pledge which they had then given, 1Ie concluded
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with saying, that it was not his intention at present
to take the sense of the house upon the subject,
though he should think it incumbent upom him to
bring it forward in some other way.

Mr. Sheridan's motion was put and segatived without a division.

Mr. Pitt next moved, that the Speaker leave the chair.—dA de-
batc ensucd.

Mr. Sheridan said, he was suprised to see so much
pains employel to prove that there existed a pledge
to do something farther in consequence of the ad-
justment of 1782, as he could not discover that mi-
nisters could derive any aid to their argument by
fixing such a pledge on the parliament of either
country. It appeared to him rather to be a disad-
vantage to the argument they maintained, as parlia-
ment would not be so free to act as if there had been
no pledge. T'lis house had recognised Ireland to
be independent by an act as solemn as the bill of
rights ; the Irish address entered upon the Journals
of the house, declared, that their separate legislature
was esschtial to their liberties; and was it con-
sistent then to enter on the journals a set of resolu-
tions directly contrary to the privileges which the
Irish parhiament, 1n 1its former resolation, declares
its determination to mamtain. It appeared, that
ministers themselves had not thought any thing of
the kind now represented as necessary to be done.
Wiien an unforeseen case did oceur in a canse in the
Court of King’s Bench, for which provision was
made, and the bill brought in for the purpose, shewed
the understanding on the subject, for it was a bill to
settle snch points as have arisen or may arise to
points of legislation and judicature, why did not
the right honorable gentleman say then that he
thonght so much necessary to complete what was
done m 1782? In 1785, when the commercial
vropositions were brought forward, nothing was re-
presented as necessary but commercial reguiations.
When told that the fourth proposition Gid affect the

independence of Ircland, be denied that such was
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L

its nature, and even added, that it could be liable to
such a construction, he rather would abandon the
plan and its’ advantages than raise a doubt upon
that subject. Now, ﬁowever, he had discovered a
necessity for something wore, which for sixteen
ears he had overlooked, though repeated ocensions
1ad occurred to draw forth his opimons.  He found
now, indeed, that Ireland was in his power, and
the time favorable for his scheme. Notwithstand-
ing the fine words of the right honorable gentle-
man, the time chosen for the attempt, justified the
comparison which had been made to the proceed-
ings of I'rance. T'he right honorable gentleman,
indeed, had found out, that those who opposed him -
laboured under a charge which had never before
been deemed serious. Those who differed from him
wére disreputable for the mere circumstance of
being out of office. It scems they onght to throw a
veil over every part of life but that which had been
spent in office. 'T'he right honorable gentleman,
and hts friends about him, would no doubt approach
their latter end with complaceney in the recollee-
tion of a well-spent life, in whichthere were so few
blots and stains of opposition ; but they ought to he
content to enjoy this happiness without reproaching
others with their misfortune in being excluded from
the satisfaction of an official career.  'I'hie right ho-
norable gentleman was offended with the compari-
son to the conduct of IFrance with regard to Swit-
zerland 5 but in the odiun of that comparison, he
hegped leave to share with his honorable friend, for
in principle the conduct of the right honorable gen-
tleman was the same as - the most jacobimical pro-
cecdings of the Directory. He was not awed
by the foundling eloquence of the right honor-
able gentleman, as he had so often found, that in
proportion as his argument was weak, he endea-
vored to cover its defects by lofty words.  What
was the case? Were a French declaimer, with an
hundredth part of the right honorable gentleman’s
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powers, to review the history of Ireland, might he
not plausibly represent, that after two bundred years
oppression the independence of Ireland is at last
recognised mn 1782 ; that under the advice of British
ministers its affairs has been so conducted, that in
sixteen years it was left in such a condition as to be
unable, as was represented, to protect itself either
against foreign force or domestic disaffection ; the
minister then sends 40,000 troops to her aid, which
she reccives with gratitude, till at last Ireland is
told that she must incorporate with Great Britain |
Would not this be represented as a frand to abuse
the weakness of Ireland for the destruction of her
independence? It was said, indeed, that no force
was Lo be used § that her free consent would be rve-
quired. T'lis country, however, was to claim the
privilege of judging when Ireland was free to judge
for herself; she was to be considered as mad and
intoxicated till she aceeded to the proposition which
we resolve 1t necessary for her interests.  In prin-
ciple, this was the same as the conduct of France,
so much reprobated. It was nothing to say that it
was for the good of [reland, if that good was thrust
upon her by compulsion—intimidation of every kind
was used to cffect the object.  Every placeiman who
dared to vote according to Ins own judoment was
deprived of his place, and degraded sull farther,
as the right honorable gentleman represented, by
being turned out of oflice.  When such motives
were addressed to men’s minds to mduce them to
submit to the views of the minister, it was aomockery
to say that no corruption and intinndation were
used.  An honorable gentleman took offence at the
supposition of a mereenary support; bat without
aseribing motives to the conduet of members of
parliament, it so happened, that many of those who
joined the mumister for the support of the war, had
rot their job, thair place, or pension. He did not
sy that these were the motives, they maght he the
consequences of & conduct ; but it might have been
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better if many had not given such suspicion of their
sincerity when they spoke so much of the magnitude
of the crisis, and the disinterestedness of their sup-

ort of the minister. The case of Mr. Burke losing
Eis election for Bristol, In consequence of voting
for allowing certain commercial advantages ¢o Ire-
land, was represented by an honorable gentieman
(Mr. Ryder) as a proof of the liberality of the par-
liament of this country, because the advantages in
question were granted by a British parhament ; but
when ‘the circumstances of the times. and the con-
duct of the volunteers of lreland were considered,
perhaps there would not be so much reason o ex-
tol the generosity of this country on that occasion.
In reply to what was said of the mischievous conse-
quences of retracting the pledge given to the Ca-
tholics 1in Iveland, allusion had been made to the
confessions of the conspirators in that country, and
of a person in particular, described as his (Mr.
Sheridan’s) friend, and a reference to the testinio-
nies at Maidstone. 'I'his was a subject, the discus-
sion of which he was desirons rather to take up than
avoid. He had seen many attempts made out of
doors, at least to implicate thuse who gave evidence
at Maidstone in the guilt of Mr. O"'Connor.  Tlad
those, who are supposed to influence the ministe-
rial press in this country, bicen distingmished by the
least candor, they would have drawn a quite dif-
ferent infcrence from that occurrence from that
which they had laboured to enforce. 1t was evi-
dent from the very paper, a connection with which
was the guilt imputed to Mr. O'Connor at M:uid-
stone, that the persons who gave evidence to his
character, were those least likely to favor the de-
siecns ol Prance, and who had the least w0 expect
had their projects sneceeded. 1t proved, that there
was oue spirit and one feeling in the country to
resist the attempts of the enemy. Such was the
coniment which that event naturally suggested;
but a quite diffcrent construction bad been studiously
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given to it. e should confine himself to the evi-
dence he himself had given on O’Commor’s trial.
He did not retract that evidence, and he called
upon a learned gentlernan who had been present at
the trial, to point out any inconsistency 1n his con-
duct. He knew that Mr. O’Connor always spoke
1n strong terms of any interference of foreign force
‘in the affairs of England, and his mind seemed so
much impressed with the superior grievances of Ire-
land, that he would not admit that on the compari-
son England had any cause whatever to complain.
He might bave differed from Mr. O'Connor re-
specting the remedy that was to be applied to the
situation of Ireland; but upon that point he was
not called upon to say any thing. The learned
gentlemen, the Attorney and Solicitor General, both
as lawyers and as gentlemen, had forborne to put to
him any question respecting that point, because it
had nothing to do with the particular charge at
Maidstone, and because they were not disposed
to perplex him by any ierelevant question,  Mr.
O’Connor never had made him his confidant. He
Knew too well his opinion respecting foreign inter-
ference to give any reason to suppose that it was a
thing which he (Mr. O’Connor) could encourage.
With respect to the provocation of Ireland to
pursuc any particular mode of resistance, he should
say nothing ; 1t was cnough to say, that he never
could permit Ireland to be scized on as a post from
which this country could be attacked. Ile might
pity the hardships of Ireland, but as an English-
man he could never suffer the enemy to obtain such
a favourable point from which to direct theiv attack
against our existence as a nation.  Such was his
answer to the insinuations thrown out, and which,
from the manner and tone, he had reason to sup-
{mse, were 1a a particular manner levelled against
umselt. L'o retarn to the subject then—to the fatal
policy which dictated the recal ot Earl Fitzwitliam,
was to be attributed the calamities by which Ireland
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had been distracted. It was a matter of no light
importance. Those who advised that futal step
were responsible for its consequences.  T'he retrac-
tion of that concession which Earl Fitzwilliam was
authorised to support, had prepared the Catholics
for the share they had taken in the late disturbances.
Miunisters had been challenged by the noble Earl to
deny that the point was arranged, and that he went
over with conciliation to the Catholics as a leading:
object of Ins policy. DBut, it was said, that the
emancipation of the Catholics was not the object of
the conspiration; but could 1t be denied that the
“discontents of the Catholics was the instrument by
which the conspirators promoted their own pur-
poses? The counspirators had shewn, that they
feared concession as likely to frustrate their hopes,
and rejoiced in the irritation which the disappoint.-
ment had prodaced. 'They were apprehensive of
the return of Earl Fitzwilliam, as calculated to give
that satisfaction to the Catholies as would disappoint
their views. lle concluded with urging the danger
of continuing the agitation of the question ai the
present moment.,

The heuse divided ; for the Speaker lcaving the chair 131;
against it 19,

- e - —-———

FEBRUARY 192.

UNION RETWEEN TRELAND AND GREAT
BRITAIN,

The order of the day for the house to go inlo a commitlce upon
Ilis Majesty's message vespeeting the Union acith Ireland,

Mr. SHERIDAN.—Sir, | certainly do not rise for
the purpose of detaining the house any length of time,
but 1 cannot agree with the honorable baronet that
there was an understanding on the part of gentle-
nien on this side of the house, that they were not at
full hiberty to oppose your leaving the chair.* There
was, indeed, an exhortation from the right hionor-
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snd in all probability the noble lord was equally
unaware of this circumstance, that the counsel for
the petitioners did not go any circuit, while those
retained on- his part did. But of this the petitioners
were fully apprised, and they would fain urge him
to trial without the advantage of Ins counsel It
might be asked, why he did not make this proposi-
tion of postponement somewhat sooner. He would
candidly answer, because, as he stated before, when
this subject was under consideration, he really did
not think the petition would be persisted in, but
from what he had heard of their proceedings within
the last few wecks, ie was led to believe that his op-
ponents were much more sanguine, even than he
suspected, and that they were resolved to persevere.
Upon the whole, however, the right honorable gen-
tleman could not persuade himself to suppose that
that house would call on any gentleman to enter
upon such an important investigation stripped of the
aid of his counsel; and he could not help observing
that the attempt to tuke advantage of him 1n this
instance, was not a very liberal return for the man-
ner in which he gave way to the noble lord’s motien
upon a former occasion. But his manner of acting
towards the noble lord and his friends in this tran-
saction was, that which perhaps few men would be
ready to imtate.
Ayes 162; nocs 12,
St
MARrcH 17.

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY.

Lord Percy moved for leave to bring in a bill for the gradual
abolition of slavery in the West Indics.

Mr. SHERIDAN having anxiously expected that
the Lill passed the preceding night was the preamble
of the ultimate measure of emancipation, thought
that he should be guilty of the grossest inconsistency
m giwving a silent vote on the present question.
Vith these sentiments he need scarcely say, that
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the noble earl had his thanks for having directed
the attention of the house to this nnportant subject,
even at that early period. The noble carl's state-
ment had been misrepresented. e had never pro-
posed to enfranchise the living negroes; his mea-
sure, as be understood him, was to commence with
mfants born after a period, which would remain a
matter of future parliamentary discussion. The
planters were entitled to fuir dealing on this sub-
ject. If the house meant to say, that by abolishing
the slave trade they had done all that duty de-
manned, and that they would leave the emancipa-
tion of the siaves to the hazard of fortuitous circuin-
stances; lei them be explicit, and say so; but 1if
there lurked in any man’s mind a secret desire to
proceed in that business, a secret conviction that
more ought to be done than had been done, it was
unmanly, it was dishonorable, not to speak out. I'or
one he would boldly declare that he had further
views; he hoped that the young nobleman who had
done his feclings so much credit, by the proposition
which he had that evening made, would stand to his
ground, 1f he persevered in the pursuit of his ob-
ject with the same zeal as his right honorable friend
opposite had done, he had no doubt that he would
mcet with the samie success, An honorable barounet
had talked of a cloven foot; he pleaded guity to
the cloven foot, but he would say that of the man
who expressed pleasure at the hope of seeing so large
a portion of the human race freed from the shackles
of tyranny ; it ought rather to be said, that he had
dispiaycd the pennon of an angel than the cloven
fuot of a demon. It was true no immediate con-
nection existed between the abolition of the slave
trade and the abolition of slavery, but the samne feel-
ings must be roused by the consideration of both
questions; and he who detested the one practice
must also detest the other. e did not like to hear
the term property applied to the subjects of a free
ceuntry. Could man become the property of man ?
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A colony emancipating from the free constitution of
England must carry with it the principles of that
constitution, and could no more shake off its well
known allegiance to the constitution than it could
shake off its aliegiance to the sovereign. He trusted
that the planters might be induced to lead the way
on the subject of emancipation; but he cautioned
the house against being too sanguine on this subject.
Were the planters themselves always resident on
the islands, he should have greater hopes; but it
was not probable that because cargoes of human
misery were no longer to be landed on their shores,
that because their eyes were to be no longer glutted
with the sight ot human suffering, or their ears
pierced ‘with the cries of human distraction in any
further importation of negroes, that the slave-drivers
would soon forget thenr fixed habits of brutality, and
learn to treat the unhappy wretches in their charge
with clemency and compassion. Slavery would
not wear itself out ; it would become more rigid,
unless the legislature became more vigilant, and re-
minded the planters of the new duty that had fallen
upon them, of rearing the young slaves in such a
mauner, that they might be worthy of freedom.
Adverting to the quotation from Gibbon, he con-
tended, that the slavery of the West Indies was un-
like any other slavery ; it was peculiarly unlike the
slavery of antient days, when the slaves frequently
attained to the highest dignities; Esop, Terence,
and Neneca were slaves. Was there a possibility
that any of the unfortunate negroes now in the West
Indies should emulate such men? It might be dan-
rerous to give freedom to the slaves in a mass, but
that it was not dangerous to give it to them in de-
dail, was sufliciently proved by a little pamphlet
that had heen put into his hands the preceding
night, in which it was stated, that 2« Mr. David Bar-
clay, to his eternal honor be it spoken, who had him-
self been a slave-owner in Jamaica, and who, re-

gretting that he had been so, on a bequest of slayes
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being made to him, emancipated them, caused them
to .be conveyed to Pennsylvania, where they were
properly instructed, and w{nere their subsequent ex-
emplary conduct was the general theme of admira-
tion. With this fact before him, should he be told
that he must give up all hope of abolishing slavery !
No, he would never giveitup. He would exclaim
with the poet, in the words of the motto of the pam-
phlet which he had mentioned,

¢ I would not have a slave to till my ground,
¢ To fan me when | sleep, and tremble when
s | wake, for all that human sinews bouglit

¢ And sold, have ever earu’'d.”

Sir C. Polc moved that the house be counted, and only 35 memn-
ders being present it was adjourncd. -

Marcy 18.
WESTMINSTER ELECTION.

Lord H. Petty moved, that the Westminster Pctition be now
talen into consideration.

Mr. SHERIDAN rose and said, that he was aware
that standing in the situation he did, he was en-
titled to comment, to remark on, and to sum up,
all the evidence that had been adduced in support
of the allegations contained in the petition now be-
fore the house ; he should, however wave that right,
the evidence was in the hands of every member of
tlrat house, and he was rot anxious, it he could do so,
toadd to the impression testimony of such a nature
must have already produced; he would content
hinself with one remark which was, that that evi-
dence, weak and futile as it was, did not say more
to its own confusion than would have been proved
by witnesses unimpeachable, which he, (Mur. She-
ridan) had the house thought it necessary, was ready
to bring forward. As an instance, he should men-
tion merely Mr. Weatherhead himself. When an
inquiry was made as to his services in the navy, he
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confessed himselt not quite satisfied with the return
of the nuvy office. A noble lord (Folkestone), was
equally dissatisfied, but upon different grounds. The
noble ford seemed to think that this Mr. Weather-
head had been calumniated, and accordingly the
noble lord mwoved for a return at once more exact
and comprehensive.  'What had been the issue of
this attempt to rescue the character of this Mr. Wea-
therhead trom this supposed slander ? Why, in
trath, no wmore than this: that be, Mr. Weather-
head, had not served in one ship only, but in twelve
or thirteen, that he had continued in one a year, 1n
another ship three months, in a third a month, in a
fourth three weeks, and in a fifth five days ; running,
as it were, the gauntlet of the British navy ; for 1t
appeared that he had been actually gty of deser-
tion {rom ecach ship, though in the first return it
auwpeared that he had deserted but once. But it
was not more difficult to fix the station of this naval
officer toa certain ship, than to fix his birth to a cer-
tain place; he had the singular good fortune to be
born at a number of different places (1 laugh) ; he
was first at Newcastle, he was born at Morpeth,
and atter some other birth e was brought forth m
London (A loud laugh). But there was another
shght ground of objection to the character of this
witness ;3 1 the month of September, 1803, he pe-
titioned to be examined for a lieutenancy, and to the
recommendatory certificate of the different captains
under whom he served, there was but one objection,
namely, that they were all discovered to be forge-
ries. tle was not anxious to press upon the house
the gross and flagrant contradictions and absurdities
in the evidence they had heard ; he did not wish to
expose the miserable wretches to the just rigor of
the honest idignation they had so universally ex-
cited ; but he would put it to the feelings of that
house, whether it was not necessary to inquire how
far those wretches had been the tools of a conspi-
racy; how far it was the duty of any agent or agents
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to inquire into the nature: of the testimony and the
character of the witnesses, more especially n a case
where this evidence went directly to aftect the seat
of a member of parlinment, to mention nothing of
the danger or propagating groundless slanderagainst
a privy counsellor. It was for the house to consider
how far the agents are responsible for employing
wretches as substantial evidence, whose character
they might have learned (had they been ignorant of
it) in the neighbourhood of Bow-street, Hatton.
garden, and Newgate; but he should abstain, he
would keep his word with the house and not enter
into any remark upon the evidence. 1lle had an
iden of submitting some motion for the purpose of
mvestigating the charge of conspiracy ; he should,
however, in compliance with the suggestions of
those right llmmlec friends, whose superior judg-
ment was with him decisive, give way, and should
now through a sense of dclicacy retive, leaving his
cause with confidence to the hounse, assured as he
was, that the house would with becoming dignity
assert its own character and honor, i doing so, pre=
serve his.

Mr. Sheridan immediately withdrew.

AvcusTt 7, 1807.
TIHHIRD READING OF IRISIH ARMS RIN.I.

Mr. Suerinan declared 1t was a matter of
astonishment to hear the question called for by
something like & general veoice.  ile had notieed
the motion of his honorable friend, and the ability
with which he had supported it, and he had noticed
most attentively the eloquent and unanswerable ar-
guments of his honorable and learned fricnd (Sir A.
l’igut.), and many other honorable pentlemen; he
certainly did think, that something would have heen
satd i answer to them ; he certainly did think that
something like an answer would have been at-
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tempted ; he certainly did think that gcnticmen on
the other side would have condercended to have said
something in favor of their own neasure, after it had
been overwhelmed alinost with such a torrent of
argiment.  But if ever Ireland was at once injured
and insulted, it was that night; he conceived the
silence of ministers on this oceasion to be an injus-
tice to the measure itself, whilst it evinced a total
disregard of the gentlemen who spoke upon the sub-
jeet, and through them insulted and outraged the
feclings of the people of Ireland. 'Fhe gentlemen
who spoke upon the subject, pleaded the cause of
the injured constitution of freland. They pleaded
that cause in the most moderate and persuasive
terims, and yet the most sullen silence prevailed
throughout the whole body of His Myjesty’s minis-
ters ; they gave a blank instead of argument. Kven
on the introduction of the hill, when it was unavoud-
able to say something in support of the measure, the
Attorney-General did not pretend to say, that he
knew any thing of the existence of any facts, the
existence of which was necessary to justify the
adoption of such a measure ; no, but he had heard
something by ramor somewhere, about the existence
of some such circumstances.  ''hie Chancellor of the
lixchequer was ciqually ignorant, but he had also
heard of something that he believed had a strong
tendency to resemble wsurrection.  Then, with re-
speet to the bill itself, when he looked at it, compared
it with that which had lately passed the house, he
must. say that if the former seemed odious in its form
and substance, this was ten thousand times more so,
it was really most abominable.  But at the same
tune, as if it were meant to make the measure both
odions and vudiculous, it was so construeted, as that
it would phunder the people of their arms, and pat
down the trade of a hlacksmith.  Nothing like a
blacksmith was to exist in Treland, lest he might
possibly form something like a pike.  If ever there
was an instance in which the liberties of a loyal peo-
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ple were taken from them, and they were thereby
tempted to become disloyal, it was the present.
Indeed, from the aeneral spirit with which the bill
was framed, he thought tEere was somcthing still
wanting, and he should propose to add a clause by
way of rider to this bill, making it high treason for
any man to communicate either of these bills to
Napoleon Buonaparte, Emperor of the French, lest
he should conceive them to be direct invitations to
him to visit that part of his Majesty's empire. Ile
had already noticed the silence of the gentlemen op-
posite him; but if they shonld now think proper to
drop a word or two, when he considered the high
political character, the extraordinary virtue, and
the vastly extensive powers of argument of those
gentletnen, he should think himself highly honored
indeed, if they should design to take the most trifling
notice of any thing that fell from him. He now hap-
pened to recollect what was said by a right honor-
able gentleman, to whose opinions they all deferred
(Mr. Grattan), that notwithstanding he voted for the
present measure with all its defects, rather than lose
it altogether, yet that gentleman said, that he hoped
to secure the reversionary interest of the constitu-
tion to Ireland. But when we saw that the consti-
tutioi: *vas suspended from the year 1796 to the pre-
sent pet o< and that it was now likely to be conti-
nued for three years longer, the danger was that we
might lose the interest altogether; when we werc
mortgaged for such a length of time, at last a fore-
closure might take place. But what had been done
for the protection of Ireland? an experienced mili-
tary officer, the Secretary of State for that country,
had been sent up the Baltic. (The Chancellor of
the Exchequer said, across the table, no, secretary
to the lord tieutenant.) Mr. Sheridan then said, he
felt himselt highly honored indeed by that correc-
tion of a supposed error. If the right honorable
agentlemen meant to say, that the worthy baronet
(Sir A. Wellesley) was too msignificant, he would
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defend the honorable baronet against the imputation
of that right honorable gentleman. T'he haronet was
secretary to the representative of IHis Majesty,
and a military man; he was sent up the Baltic,
and you garrisoned Ireland with two arbitrary acts
of Parliament.

iyt il S —— A

s e
AuGusr 8.
PUBLICANS' BILL.

Mr. SHERIDAN moved the second reading of
this bill. He could adduce, he said, instances of
the most atrocious oppression practised by the ma-
gistrates on dividuals of this trade; he did not
say designedly, but from carelessness and inatten-
tion, Al that he wished was, that, when a publi-
can was charged with an act which was to be es-
teemed sufficient to deprive Inm of his license, ke
should Le informed of the nature of the crime im-
puted to bim, and should be heard in his defence ;
not that he and lus family should be deprived of
their livelihood by a whisper. 'This, he maintained,
was not a situation in which an Englishman should
be placed. It had, he believed, been objected
against him (Mr. Sheridan), that this was the mode
he had taken of canvassing Westminster. lHow
truly this was alleged might be gathered from this
stmple fact, that one of the first measures moved by
him in parliament was of a similar nature. Shortly
after the riols in 1780, he himself originated 2 mea-
sur, paanst the Westminster justices, in which he
had e satisfaction of being supported by a most
respertable minonity.  Shortly after this, the late
Duke of Northumberland put an additional number
of gentlemen mto the commission of the peace,
amony the rest himselt (Mre. Sheridan).  Generat
Fitzpatrick, Lord R. Spencer, and other gentlemen
on that side of the house, findine, during the umme-
diately succeeding election for Westminster, that
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the publicans, through fear of the magistrates, all
of whom were in the interest of government, could
not be induced to open any houses © favor of Mr.
Fox, though they had not previousi, been qualified
themsclves as magistrates, they resolved to do so,
and immediately advertised, promising their protec-
tion to such publicans as should act unpartially by
opening their houses for the independent candidate.
In this determination they could ounly find one of the
existing magistrates who wonld join them, and add
his name to their corps—(a laugh from the ministe-
rial benches.) Gentlemen, Mr. Sheridan remarked,
might, if they pleased, think it a subject of congra-
tulation, and that it conferred honor and respectabi-
lity on the magisiracy of Westminster, that not more
than one man could be found among-them to add his
name to a resolution expressive of their determina-
tion to act fairly and 1mpartially. He had only
stated this, however, to shew that the present was
not an idea which he had now taken up for the first
time. He had prepared a bill on the subject while
he was treasurer of the navy; and so far was it from
being an election trick on his part, that he did not
mention the subject during the last election till the
12th day of the poll, whereas, had he mecant it as a
theme through which to court popularity, he would
nave set out with it from beginning, If it was de-
sired, he should be ready in the committee to gro mto
a string of cases, the substantiating of any one of
which he was convinced, must render 1t timpossible
for gentictaen of honor, fecling, or humanity, to
doubt on the propricty of what e proposed. He
procceded to state the case of & woman, whose father
and mother had been for sixty years in one house, in
which they bad uniforinly maintained anunblemisied
character.  She had succecded to her parents, and
supported in it, with the same propriety, a family
of seven children, five of whom were entirely de-
pendent on her industry.  Being summoned before
the magistrates, and informed that they could not
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new her licence; on her attempting to remonstrate,
the only satisfaction she could procure was ¢ wo-
man, you have had your answer.” Ier licence
was accordingly withdrawn, and she and her family
were now reduced to a state of extreme poverty
and distress. 'T'his case was not unknown to, aad
had attracted the commiseration of a noble lord and
right honerable gentleman; but he (Mr. Sheridan)
denied that 1t was consistent with the constitution
of this country that any man, in any profession, was
to be told, that at the discretion of any one man, he
and his family were to be deprived of their liveli-
hood, and reduced to unisery,  He had, he declared,
thirty instances of a similar kind, which he should,
if required, bring forward in the commnttee. 1le
had several instances too, of persons having been
deprived of their licences for voting for Sir Francis
Burdett, for Middlesex: they had even been told
that this was the reason; and, he would ask, were
publicans at the will of a magistrate, to be deprived
of the free exercise of the elective franchise more
than the other inhabitants of this country ?  1le al-
Inded to another case which had oceurred at Ful-
ham, where a house, remarkable for the usual deco-
ram of its keeper, had been deprived of the licence,
merely because on one occasion, a few Welsh girls
returning to their own country, bad been indulged
with a fiddle and a hobble. 'These were arbitrary
powers, which, he submitted, were not fit to rest
with one or two mdividuals, without the person ac-
cused being acquammted with the charge against him,
and allowed to defend himself.  Neither, he main-
tained, wasat even then fit that they should exist
without appeal.  All he asked was, that every per-
son so accused should have the charge against him
furmshed to him in writing, and that he should bhe
heard i his defence; and, afterwards, that he
should have it in his power to appeal to the guarter
sesstons. e could not think it possible bat that

the magistrates themselves must be pleased that an
VOL. V. /4
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appeal lay from their decision. If not actuated by
personal motives, the knowledge of such appeal
must be consolatory to their feelings: all he wished
at present was, that the bill should extend to Mid-
dlesex and Surrey. Ile confessed that he had re-
ceived letters which would do more than cover the
table, containing similar complaints from every part
of the country, so that he might be fortified in main-
taining that the alteration should extend throughout.
But still, high as was the respect in which he Leld
Mr. Graham, and one or two others of the West-
minster and Middlesex magistrates, he could not
so far shut his eyes as to put them on a level with
the independant courtry magistrates. The former
held their places, for which they received an emolu-
ment, at the will and pleasure of His Majesty’s Mi-
nisters ; while the latter exercised a gratuitous and
burdensome duty. There was another subject, which
he had alluded to elsewhere, and before an auditory
- far more numercus than that which he had now the
honor to address, namely, the power exercised by
brewers over publicans, by being proprietors of pub-
lic hiouses, &c. With all the regard which he felt
for many gentlemen connected in the brewing bu-
siness, this was a practice which he was aware,
ought to be checked, if not abolished. Nothing
was more clear than this, that brewers might meet
together, agree that they would not interfere with
the nouses which were held under the dominion of
each ; and in the manner they had 1t in their power
to impose whatever trash they pleased on the poor
—an expression which he did not like i the accep-
tation m which 1t was frequently received—more

ropstly, on the laborious part of the community.

¥hat they had after labor was of as much conse-
quence to their health, and to their existence, as
food. [t was, therefore, an ohject well deserving
the interference of the legislature, to see that impro-
per means were not resorted to, to disappaint Jl’em
of it. 'L'he period of the session, however, would
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not allow time for so extensive a regulation. All
that he now desired was to provide that a man,
merely because he was a publican, should not be
ruined, and his family turned on the parish, with-
out having an opportunity of knowing what was
charged against him. He concluded by moving,
that the bill be now read a second time.

Mr. Moore recommended, as more enquiry scemed necessary, that
the bill should be withdrawn, rather thanlet it go to a divisivn.

Mr. Sheridan professed Ins disposition to yield
to whatever appeared to be the gencral wish of the
house, and therefore he should comply with therequest
¢f his honorable friend (Mr. Moore) to any sugges-
tion from whom he should be always happy to at-
tend. At the same time he could not help noticing
the sarprise expressed by the right honorable gen-
tleman (the Chancellor of the Kxchequer), that he
should have bronght forward this hill at so late a
period of the session. What, said Mr. Sheridan,
the right honorable gentleman, who has surprised
the house and the country so much himself: he who
has surprised the house at a late period of the ses-
sion with his plan of govermment for Ireland ; who
has surprised 1t with his new military project ; who
has surprised 1t by proposing to suspend that highly
landable and unmiversally praised system, the plan of
enlisting for a Iimited time. And yet, that after all
the right honorable gentleman should talk to me of
surprising the house. But among all his surprises
there was one surprise which he could not produce,
namely, that of surprising him (Mr. 8.) by opposing
this bill ; for he suspected it.

The right honorable gentleman proceeded to state
the manner in which he had acted with a view to
produce a salisfactory bill, First, he dréew upa
bill such as some gentlemen. now professed to wish
for, combining the case of brewers owning public
houses with that before the house respectively ; but
then objections arose, to which he yielded, in pro-
posing to make those the objects of separate bills,

Z 2
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Again he proposed to make the bill general; but
to this very great difficulties were suggested ; he
found many men, and magistrates particularly, who
were willing to let him do what he pleased with
Middlesex and Surrey, provided he let the re-
mainder of the county alone. He therefore endea-
vored to make a beginning of that reform i those
counties, which so many gentleman have professed
to desire to extend to all England. But a com-
mittee of inquiry was required previous to the in-
troduction of such a bill as this. He, however,
would beg those who desired such a committee, to
reflect upon the expense and trouble that must
attend such a committee ; to consider if witnesses
were to be summoned from all parts of England and
"Wales, what time such a committce must last, and
when it was likely to end? Each case would, in
fact, be a suit before the committee, for he should
propose to do that with regard to the magistrates,
which they, under the existing law, declined to do
towards the publicans ; that is, he should have the
magistrates apprized of any ground of complaint
urged against them, ard afforded the opportunity of
vindicating themscives. What time, then, would
such an investigation occupy ? As to the cases he
had adverted to upon this occasion, the right honor-
able gentleman stated, that they were but a few out
of a large mass, and while gentlemen called for
deliberation and delay, he could assure them and
the house, that many persons were starving in jail
in consequence of the law which he proposed to
correct. There was one case in particular into
which he believed a right honorable gentleman
(Mr. Rose) had made inquiry, and which he knew
was peculiarly oppressive, namely, that of Mrs,
Unthank. The case of Mr. John Morris, a respec-
table man, who had a shop over the way m Iging
Street, furnished the strongest grounds of complamt.
'This Mr. Morris, for whom, from his own Luow-
ledge of him, he could not hesitate to avew the
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utmost respect, was deprived of his licence by the
magistrates, merely because his house was to be
taken down 1n order to make some coxcomical im-
provement about Westminster Abbey ; to shew that
building to the members as they came down to the
house.  But he had communicated the case of Mr.
Morris to the 'Treasury, and he boped for redress.
There was also one with recard to a Mr. Bignall, of
the Broadway, Westminster, whose license was
witndrawn by the magistrates, ujon grounds which
they would not explain, and the povor man finding
every effo:it to procure redress unavailing, abso-
lutely died of a broken heart about a fortnight since,
leaving a helpless family to deplorve s fate.  With
such facts before himn, he did not think it too much
to propose this temperate measure. However, as
the opinion was so strongly expressed, that if such a
hill was necessary, it should be made general, be
should acquiesce i the wish for time te inquire into
the subject. e hoped and trusted, that by the
next session petitions weuld pour in from all quar-
ters, praying the removal of the existing grievances,
and that such petitions wounld be presented by the
highest auathority, by that of the county represen-
tatives of the respective petitioners. For himself,
he should for the present only say, that which was
only a repetition of what he had said before, that
while he had a seat in that house, he should ever be
found an advocate of the weak against the strong,
and of the helpless against those who had the power,
a}r:d he was sorry to say too often the will, to oppress
them.

The bill was withdrawen,

[ S - W -E— il - -l ..

AUGUST ]3.
STATE OF IRELAND.

Mr. SHERIDAN rose to make his promised mo-
tion, and spoke in substance as follows: 1 rise, Sir,



342 [AUG. 13,

under some degree of apprehension that from the
lateness of the hour, and the quantity of less im.
portant business which the house has already gone
through, 1 may b: felt to trespass on your atten-
tion; but it was, L assure you, not less my inten-
tion this night, thau it was on Monday, to address
you at a much earlier hour of the evening, had other
business permittea. The lateness of the hour on
Monday was indeed one of the causes which induced
me to postpone my motion until this evening ; and I
cannot but regret that on this, the last day, nay the last
hour of the session, it should become necessary for me
to arrest your attention ; because I know that at such
a time to delay your sitting cannot be agreeable to
your feelings or to your habits. 1 am aware that it
must have somewhat of an ungracious appearance
to postpone your separation at such a season; and
believe me I am as willing to enjoy the benefits of
that separation as any one among you; but | am
too strongly impelled by a call of 1mperious duty to
yield to any desire of accommodation. The neces-
sity which gave rise to that call was not created by
me ; nor was the postponement of the proposition I
am about to submit, from Monday to this late
period, by any means my fault. The propriety of
adopting it is to my conviction rendered perfectly
obvious by the circumstances of the two bills which
you have recently passed with regard to Ireland.
When you have determined to suspend the constitu-
tion and laws of Ireland, is i1t not reasonable to
~ propose to you some inquiry into the causes alleged
for such suspension, and how far such causes are
removeable; is 1t not wise, when you are sending
such acts to Ireland, to communicate at the same
time such assurances of your resolution to take the
. state of that country into your consideration? I am
confident that such conduct would be at once con-
sistent with policy and humanity, and that much of
the apprehension and irritation which those acts of
parliament may bhe naturally expected to produce,
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would be mitigated if accompanied by the adoption
of a motion of the nature of that which I hold in
my hand.

With regard to the intentions entertained by the
last administration, to propose two acts similar to
those I allude to, or to the character of the persons
to whom the execution of the extraordinary powers
which these acts confer, might be intrusted by either
the late or the present government, it is my inten-
tion to say very little indeed. Because I do not wish
to touch upon any topic of irritation, I will not
enter much into comparisons. My hope and desire
1s to obtain an unanimous assent to the motion, as
unanimity is necessary to give it complete effect. I
shall abstain cautiously from any thing that resem-
bles invidious distinction. 1 know that to no set of
men could power have been more safely confided
than to the members of the late administration. I
am sure that in the hands of none would power have
been less liable to abuse ; and whatever my disincli-
nation to comparison may be, to them cannot be
denied this just distinction, that power might have
been granted to them with the less reluctance, as
they manifested a disposition to accompany its ex-
istence by cvery means of concession and concili-
ation. When [ reflect in whom the power of these
acts was to have been invested in Ireland ; when [
consider that it was to have heen exercised by the
Duke of Bediord, who was not likely to call it into
action, unless the necessity was irresistible, and who
was in no casc likely to abuse it, I must feel that he
was peculiarly entitled to confidence. The charac-
ter of that nobleman formed a guarantee against the
apprehiension of abused authority. But I have great
respect for his successor also (the Duke of Rich-
mond). I know that nobleman well enough, to be
certain that he has no disposition to cruelty, that he
has no malignant passion to gratify, and that he is
above being affected by that gloomy suspicion, or

party rancor, which might unnecessarily call for the
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execution, and materially embitter the operation of
such power as these acts ordain. .1 have no doubt
that this nobleman will follow the wise example,
will. be actuated by the same liberal principles,
which served to render Ins illustrious predecessor so
much the object of panegyric and attachment. X
should not, therefore, be very materially influenced
as to a comparison of persons in power, as to iy
opinion of the manners and unconstitutional powers
which characterise these bills. I am adverse to the
principle of such measures, and could never be per-
suaded to accede to them, unless the necessity were
strong and glaring indeed. Upon Monday last |
had an opportunity of shewing my motion to several
gentlemen on both sides of the house, and had the
satisfaction of observing a general disposition fo
concur in 1ts principle and object.  Dut some oen-
tlemen expressing a wish for time to consider its
structure and tendency, I was therefore for post-
poning the motion until this day, influenced by the
request of those who required such a time, in the °
hope that consideration would serve to remove their
doubts and secure their support.  In this opinion at
least, I acquivsced 1n the proposed delay, that the
effect of it would be to produce the proposition per-
haps of some remedy for any defect in the motion,
but that delay and deliberation must determine every
man in favor of its main object. Retainine still a
little of that hope and opinion I do not think it ne-
cessary to take up so much of yourtune, by e¢nter-
ing into a detail of the reasons which have induced
me to bring forward the motion, and which should
urge you to adopt it. Indeed 1 cannot conceive a
gronnd upon which the rejection of such a motion
can be justified, and I am not bound to conjure w
objections or anticipate arguments, upon the strength
of which no reasoning man can rely. It 15 impos-
sible that any thinking man should seriously insist
upon as an objection to any wmotion, that which I
- have heard on other occ¢asions, namely, that danger
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was to be apprehended from the discussion of such
affairs in this bouse ; that it is a topic which ought
to be touched as little and as seldom as possible.
But I deprecate such a ground of opposition, as full
of error and mischief. You conceive that until we
get completely rid of the folly and fallacy of such
an objection, it will be quite impossible for us to
apply a remedy to the dixorders of that country, and
for this obvious reason, that we cannot know the
nature of their disorders. What! that we should
go on legislating for Ireland in the dark : that we
should reject light and information upon a subject
to which we are called upon to apply the law, and
that law too most penal and severe in its character!

When 1 hear the ministers of the crown declaring
without shame, that they know nothing of the state
of Ireland ;—when 1 hear the same declaration
from the law officers ;—when, in fact, no man can
speak decisively upon the subject, 15 it possible, I
-would axk, to devise a stronger argument than such
declared ignorance suggests, to urge the united par-
Jliamer | to an nvestigation of this important ques-
tion ? " It is not consistent with even the decent ap-
pearance of respect for the vights, interests, and li-
berties of the people of Ireland, to legislate for that
country in such total 1gnorance, or at least, such
inconststent contracdhetory information as we have
before us. We have Licard one set of gentlemen
assert that Ireland s perfectly tranquil, loyal, and
united, and this assertion is corroborated by the
authority of a noble lord (Hawkesbury) in the other
house of parliament S/l cry of order from the chair),
then by a noble lord in another place; and with
such authority before us, 1s it right that the consti-
tution of Ireland should be suspended? But further
in support of the allegation that Ireland is undis-
turbed, and requires not such an act. I find that
in a very populous county, where disaffection was
supposed to exist, I mean Tipperary, Judge lox at
the late assizes congratulated the people upon the
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state of the calendar, upon the acknowledged tran-
quillity of the district, and upon the general good
order of the county. I find that not.a single charge
of disloyalty, sedition, or treason, was to be seen on
the calendar throughout the county. 1 find at Kil-
kenny the public resolutions of the grand jury, tes-
tifying, not only the peaceable disposition of the
county, but a general and cordial harmony between
protestants and catholics, with a strong declaration
from a body of the former m favor of the claims of
the latter. All these testimonies appear on the one
side ; on the other, to be sure, I hear a very high
authority, an authority certainly of the highest cha-
racter In my estimation, L mean the member for
Dublin (Mr. Grattan.) I hold his authority high,
because I respect, not only his talents and informa-
tion, but his integrity; and 1 feel towards him as
warmly as any resident of Ireland, the gratitude to
which he is so eminently entitled, for obligations he
has rendered to my country. Ministers, I perceive,
are willing to ground their proceedings upon the
authority of my right honorable friend: under his
great name they would shelter the creation of enor-
mous powers, for which there may be no necessity.
At all events, with the information I have received
both from public and private sources, I must con-
tend that no necessity appears. W hy, then, should
we not enquire? My object is to awake the house
to what I conceive, with deference, to he a just
sense of its duty; to procure from it a pledee that
an enquiry will be instituted, and thus to hold out
to the people of Ireland some prospect of redress;
some assurance of the friendly disposition of the
legislature. That enquiry is necessary, no man can
deny; and without full information, I must say,
that it is not becoming in us to take such serious
measures with regard to Ireland. We have, in fact,
been legislating for that country upen hearsay and
authority alone, and mark, with much more of hear-
say and authority against, than for the cause you
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have pursned. All this too while you have had the
means of ample enquiry within your reach. Upon
what grounds, then, do you shrink from that en-
quiry ? Itis preposterous to pretend that vou fly
from it because you apprehend danger from discuss-
ing the affairs of that country. 'The fact is, that no
topic requires or deserves more of your discussion or
investigation : so far from avoiding knowledge upon
such a subject, it 1s highly culpable not to seek it.
I profess myself as much in want of knowledge as
other persons, and I take some blame to myself on
that account ; but 1 shall endeavor by all means in
my power to obtain infornation, and it is with a
view to remove my own defect upon this head, as
well as the defects of others, that T wish for enquiry:
I wish for enquiry because it is essential, as well n
respect to our own character, as in justice to the
people of Ireland. It is our duty to enquire upon
sich an occasion, and we should not shrink from
that duty through any objection to the trouble that
might attend it, or through any idle foar of danger;
bat least of all, througzh a timid apprehension of the
truth.  With regard to the motives that have urged
me to stand forward upon thisoccasion, I have been
prompted to it by daty and by feeling, My object
15, to serve the cause of justice and my country,
without exciting any passion, or flattering any pre-
judice. | hope I may take credit for Leing as little
inclined as any man to the use of inflammatory lan-
cuage; as little disposed to promote sedition, or
mutiny, or disaffection. For this 1 think T am en-
titled to take credit.  There is not, perhaps, a man
more strongly convinced than I am, that the very
existence of the two islands depends upon the con-
tinuance of their connection. T am quite assured,
that if there he any party in Ireland of any deno-
mimation, which would advocate an opposite prin-
ciple, that party is decidedly hostile to the interests
of that country ; and should call forth the vigilance
and vigour of the law. But I must say, that all
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appearinces are against the kelief of any such dis.
aftection, much less of organized treason: indeed,
if 1 could imagine an observer totally free from
prejudice upon the subject, his inference would, [
am persuaded, be of guite an opposite tendeucy.
If I could imagine a foreigner well disposed to
Great Britain g if I could believe such a |loreigner
to exist, I am satisfied he would be foerward rather
to congratulate Great Britain upon the present
state of Ireland. 'Fhere are four symptoms of loy-
alty and attachment to Great Britain visible in Ire-
land, which would naturally attract the attention of
thiz foreiencr. Having heard that the Duke of
Bedford was applicd to by some rash individuals to
proclaim a county, at the time of the insurrection of
the thrashers, that noble duke rejected the applica-
tion, and trusting to the ordinary operation of the
law, put down the msurrection; the foreigner
would, in the first instance, consider thisa very grood
symptom of the disposition of Lreland.  Well, in the
second place, he would be told that there had been
no disturbances whatever in that country, since the
Duke of Bedtord had put down the insurrection al-
lnded to, and that the disposition of the people had
been particularly proved by the rejection ot the ca-
tholic bill. A short description of the nature of
that nieasure would readily satisfy his mind, that the
laying it aside, after it was promised, was very
likely to have an irritating effect in Ireland : but
instead of irritation, he would witness the most per-
fect rood order, although all the ingredients of in-
surrcctien were flung among the people, ‘under the
wrapper of a proclamation for dissolving parlia-
ment. 'T'he third object of the foreigner’s attention
would be Judee Fox’s address of congratulation
to the people of Tipperary, upon the peaceful state
of the county ; together with that judge’s expression
of surprise, that it should be otherwise described by
any person; and the fourth symptom would more
than all satisfy bis mind, that no apprehension what-
ever could be entertained of disorders or msurrec-
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tion in Ireland. #or he would see the army taken
away ; he would see that formidable body, the Ger-
man Legion, which was sent to Ireland to save it
from sex%ition, embarked for the continent. Now,
it this foreigner were to stale these seuntiments to
the minister, and express his surprise that any sus-
picion could any where be entertaimed of the loyalty
and tranquillity of the people of Ireland; what
would the right honorable gentleman say to him?
Perhaps the right honorable gentleman would tell
Inm that the Duke of Bedford acted injudiciously m
refusing to proclaim a county under martial law,
and restoring the peace by means of the common
law of the land ; that the circumstances of Ireland
being understood for some time back, was mere
matter of accident; that Judge Fox kuew nothing
at all about the state of the country. But would
not the foreigner be apt to ask, why, if Ireland were
n such a state of disaflection, the military force
should be taken away from it, and two oppressive
and arbitrary bills sent there, still more to irritate
that disaffection? Perhaps the right honorable gen-
tleman might say, that he relied more upon these
bills for preserving Ireland, than he did upon a mi-
litary force ; and when he marched out an army,
he would march in an act of parliament ; and wheun
he withdrew a legion, he would substitute a law,
But above all, what was the foreigner likely to say
to the right honorable gentleman, when he found,
that wlile every endeavor was using to arin the
English, the Irish were disarming ?  With such a
remarkable contrast before him, would not the
forcigner, would not any man interested for Great
Britain, or possessing commun sense, be disposed,
particularly at o crisis when the invasion of a power-
ful enemy was to be apprehended, to put this plain
«uestion to the minister—If you take away the arms
of the Irish, what are they to fight with? and it yon
take away their constitution, what are they to fight
tor? It has been said, that there exists a French
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party in [reland ; but when was it that such a party
did not exist in that country? Since the days of
Elizabeth, from the very commencement of those
foul and tyrannous measures which originated in
national jealousy, political prejudice, or religious
dissension, but particularly the latter, which drove
catholics of high spirit from their native country,
numbers of such exiles found an asylam in France,
and heace a correspondence between them and their
relat! s in Ireland, which naturally led to the crea-
tion of a Frénch party in Ireland, and an Irish party
in France. DBut the existence of such a party
cannot for 2 moment be insisted upon as a justifi-
cation for the oppressive laws 1t was quoted to sup-
port. For what policy could be more mischievous
and inhuman, than a perseverance in the same per-
secuting measures which originally created that
party ? Let the state of Ireland be enquired into ;
let persecution and injustice be put an end to, and
the I'rench party will soon cease to exist. But I
cannot admit the danger of suchi a party in a poli-
tical point of view. The correspaondence of family
connection may exist altogether independent of na-
tional attachments and prejadices, and perhaps this
tulked-of French party may consist solely of mere
family connection, abstracted from all political
views. At all events there is no evidence upon the
subject to direct the judgment of this house. 'T'here
15, 1 must observe, a principle contained in the ar-
anment which the alleged existence of this party
was adduced to support, that bears a most fearful
character for Ircland indeed: for the Irish exiles
having found anasylum in Awmerica, in Denmark, and
other states, it would follow from the use imade of
this principle, that whenever Great Britain should
be at war with either of these states, Ireland would
be hable to have her constitution suspended, there
being to be found an American and a Danish party
in ireiand, as welii as a French, and all arising from
the same cause, which cause it is the tendency of
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the bills I have objected to, to continue and inerease.
The cause of emigration and exile from Ireland has
been considerably diminished under the auspices of
our present most gracious sovereign; but still a
great deal remains to be done to reconcile to their
country the great body of the Irish. What has
been done was no doubt calculated to do much
good, but yet it is to be recollected, that there is a
great deal in the manner of doing a thing: there is
such a case as conferring a faver without obtaining
any acknowledgment ; of rendering n service with-
out exciting any gratitude ; and such a case may he
as making concessions when it 1s too late. 1 recom-
mend these considerations to the reflection of mii-
nisters. When they and others complain of the
discontents of the Irish, they never appear to con-
sider the cause. When they express their sur-
prise that the Irish are not contented, while, ac-
cording to their observation, that people have
so much rveason to be happy; they bhetray a total
ignorance of their actual circumstances. The fact
1s, that the tyranny practised upon the Irish has
been throughout unremitting. There has been no
change but 1n the manner of inflicting it. They
have had nothing but variety in oppression extend-
ing to all ranks and degrees of a certain description
of the people. If you would know what this varied
oppression consisted 1, I refer you to the penal
statutes vou have repealed, and to some of those
which still exist.  "Fhere you will see the high and
the low equally subjected to the lash of persecution;
and still some effect to be astonished at the discon-
tents of the Irish. But with all my reluctance w0
mtroduce any thing ludicrous upon so serious an oc-
casion, [ cannot help referring to a little story which
those very astonished persons call to my mind. 1t

as with respect to an Irish drammer, who wis em-
ployed to inflict punishment upon a soldier.  When
the boy struck high, the poor soldier exclaimed :
“ Lower, bless you,” with which the boy complied.
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But soon after the soldier exclaimed : ¢ Higher, if
you please.” But again he called out, “ A lhttle
lower,” upon which the acconmimodating boy ad-
dressed him—¢ Now, upon my conscience, I see
you are a discontented man; for, strike where I
may, there’s no pleasing you.” Now your com-
plaint of the discontents of the Irish appears to me
quite as rational, while you continue to strike, only
altering the place of attack. As to the conduct
which ought to be pursued with respect to Ireland,
don’t let it be imagined that I should not desire to
have a strong armed force in that country. I would
have such a force stationed there, much as I rely on
the loyalty of the people. But this force should be
the protectors and advocates of the people, It
should not be placed there to act as executioners, but
as a guard of honor upon the constitution, the liberty,
and the property of the people. I should not wish
to have the fate of Ireland entrusted to an inade-
quate force, particularly at a period when no one
can tell the hour at which the enemy may arrive.
I would wish to have such a force in Ireland as in
every other quarter of the empire, as should assure
our toreign enemy of the impossibility of success;
and at the same time serve to discourage the opera-
tions of domestic enemies, by convincing them that
it 1s 1n vain to hope ; that his prospects and calcu-
lations were vain. With this view and object, 1
would have a large army in Ireland; and such an
army would serve still more to render the bills 1
have referred to quite unnccessary. Because, if
invasion or rebellion should take place, the peaceof
the country would be vested mn the army. Ior it is
a prerogative of the crown in such cases, fo put the
country under martial law, and in such cases only
can martial law be necessary, particularly 1f you
keep a large force in the country.  The prerogative
of the crown, then, is fully competent to meetl any
real danger, without these bills, which are, n fact,
nothing but martial law in masquerade.  As to the
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plan of arming the people at large, which, it seems,
is to be extended to Ireland ; although the principle
is so perfectly congenial with the spirit of the Br-
tish constitution, for it is a part of the king’s prero-
gative to compel the people to arm in case of vasion
or rchellion. I contend that the policy of disarming
the Irishis bad, even for the purpose that measure pro-
fesses to have in view. For a people that are armed
are gencrally, or alinost always, more peaceable
and less discontented, than those who are left de-
fenceless and disarmed. If the king should, under
his prerogative, call out the people of Ireland, or
the sheritf were to summon the posse comitaius, in
what state, 1 would ask, are that people likély to be
found after the operation of thuse acts of parliament?
It is, however, pretended that tliese acts are only
to continue for a certain time; that they only m-
volve a suspension of the constitution, in which the
people have a reversionary interest. But 1 do not
know when the suspension is to cease. It began
in 1795, and since that it has continucd without in-
terruption, and the lease has just been renewed for
three years longer. I am of opinion, that the peo-
ple who can submit so long tosuch a measwe, must
be tolerably well prepared for slavery.  Indeed it
cannot be diflicult to reconcile them to the loss of
frcedom. In renewing the loan to government of
the Irish constitution, I remember that mimsters
would not attend to the advice of my 1ight honor-
able friend (Mr. Grattan) as to the duration of the
lease.  No, where his authority suited their view,
they adopted 1it, and took shelter under at, bus
where that authority was against them, they rejected
it.  Bat the right honorable gentleman (the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer), has promised that the
constitution shall be vestored to Ireland. 1 should
like to see a receipt and promise of return for a tree
constitution, from the hands of the right honoralide
centleman, I dare say as a lawyer, a financier, and
astatesman, it would be a curious production, run-
VOL. V. F
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ning, perhaﬁns, in these terms: “ Whereas it has
been deemed expedient for the peace and good of
Ireland, for good and valuable considerations, to
take the constitution of that country into the keep-
ing of the crown. I, on the part of the crown, do
promise and declare, that it shall be returned when
it 1s deemed expedient.” But suppesc a project
formed to withhold this constitution altogether; sup-
pose it was resolved to establish absolute despotism,
such as would justify the resistance of a free people;
how 1s that resistance to be made, after the arms of
the people have been taken away ? What ministers
ultimately mean to do with respect to Ireland, it is
really difficult to divine. 'They promise, to be sure,
to restore the constitution, and do many other
things: but the people of Ireland know by whomn
the promise is made. They remember those who
promised so much at the time of the union, and
never kept their word in anv one point; no, not
one : indeed their conduct towards Ircland in this
respect, puts mec in mind of the promises made to
children. 'T'he parent presents a favor to the view
of the child; but declines to give it: no, no, the
child would spoil it, and the parent keeps it for fear
he should. 'Thus precisely are the people of Ire-
land tritled with as to promises ; and thus are those
promises fulfilled. llow have they acted upon the
subject of the catholic question? 1 am not now
going to the discussion of that question ; hut was
not the grant of that measure held ont as one of the
first conscquences of the unton? Such was to he
collected from the words of several of the principal
advocates of that measure, and, among others, even
Dr. Duigenan.  Mr., Pitt and the noble lord (Cas-
tlereagh) held out a hope, upon their retirement
from office in 1501, that their return to oflice might
be deemed the signal for catholic emancipation.
But yet they returned to office, and no such grant
was proposed.  Was not the frequent disappoint-
ment of the catholic body, their hopes deferred, one
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of the principle causes of the Irish discontents ?—
Here Mr. Sheridan entered into a review of the con-
duct of the several members of the present eabinet
with respect to the catholic question, and contrasted
those who formerly promised so much to the catho-
lics, with those who had lately endeavored to put
an eternal bar to their hope, and who raised the
abominable yell of No Popery. There were some
of the latter who were, no doubt, actnated by con-
scientious motives. He was mostsincerely disposed
to do credit to the motives of his Majesty, and had
no doubt he was actuated by the purest precepts of
conscience. In his honorable mind he was confi-
dent there existed as much abhorrence of the au-
thors of any kind which could disunite and distract
his subjects as any man in the nation could feel. He
had no hesitation in saying, that those men who
wonld raise any thing hke eternal obstacles to the
views of the catholics, must act disagreeably to
him whose scruples upon the <ubject might be re-
moved by time and consideration. The right honor-
able gentleman concluded this part of the subject
by referring to the conduct of the last administra-
tion, whose promptitude in dropping the hill respect-
ing the catholics he approved, perhaps much more
than he did of their original introduction of it. I
think, said Mr. 8. they began at the wrong end.
‘They should have commenced the measure of re-
dress in Ireland at the cottage, instead of at the
park an+d ibe mansion.  To have gone first to the
higher orders of the catholics; to have sought to
make them judges, and peers, and commoners ; I
do not know that such 2 proceeding, had it taken
place, ‘wonld not rather have scrved to aggravate
discontent, as it might have been construed into a
design to divide the mterests of the catholies, Sure
I am, that with a view {o serve or to conciliate the
cathe..2 pepulation, I mean the poor, the peasantry,
its effect would be nothing ; indeed it would be
quite a mockery, It would be like dressing or de-
AA2
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corating the top mastsof a ship when there were ten
feet water in the hold, or putting a laced hat ona
man who had not a shoe to Iis foot. The place to
set out to in Ireland for the relief of the people, is
the cottage. The distressed state of the peasantry
maist be first considered, and alove all the tythes.
I should hope that every man of good sense or good
heart, would be forward to devole some part ot his
attention to this important question. A great deal
of information with respect to the state of the Irish
Eeas:mtry, and the best means of relieving them, may

e collected from private sources. 1 have had muny
communications on the subject, and I have looked
into several valuable books and pamphlets respect-
ing the Irish peasantry, but have been particularly
interested by Mr. Bell's treatise upon them. It
would not require much reading after this book to
make gentlemen fully acquainted with the state,
habits, and character of these poor peasantry, whose
sufferings have so long and forcibly appealed to the
humanity and justice of the legislature. I have
heard it said, and 1 have been always shocked at the
assertion, that the Irish peasantry might be comfort-
able if they chose to be industrious; and that 1t is
idle to attempt any improvement of their condition.
It is abominable to hear blame laid on providence
instead of laying it onnan. . Can any set of men, [
would ask, be found, who manifest so muach of the
qualitics of which these crucl calomniators would
deprive them as the Irish peasantry 7 But they are
only calummated by those men who would degrade
them below the level of thie human creation, in order
to palliate their own inhumanity towards them.
We were told in England, that the unhappy Afri-
cans were insensible to the ordinary feelings of hu-
manity, in order to render us indifferent to their
suiferings, and to the custom of the slave-trade. On
similar motives the character of the Irish peasantry
15 so foully misreprescnted by some men in this
country and in Ireland also. But what palpable
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evidence do the Irish peasants, wherever you meet
them, afford of the falsehood of their slanderers!—
Can any men exhibit more of enterprize than those
peasants, 1n coming to this country in search of em-
ployment, or more of affection for country and
family, in returning home with the pittance they
earn here? Isit not manifest to every one of you,
that the charge of indisposition to industry cannot
ajpply to those poor mien, who, 1 fact, do all the
hard work of this metropolis? When then the
Jrish exhibit such a character in this country, it is
impossible that such a difference at home as some
gentlemen assert to exist, can proceed from any
othier than gross misrule.  If 1 were proposing this
inquiry i time of profound peace, 1 should expect
your acquiescenceinit; but in the difficulties which
now surreund the country, the clmim is, in my mnd,
irresistible. 1 know it has been the long hackneyed
cant, that such and such is the most perilous period
the country has ever known. But without any such
cant, without any exaggeration whatever, I defy any
man to shew me a a period in our history so full of
peril ; and where shall we look fer aid? I am sick
of continental alliances, of hearing about the mag-
panimous Alexander, &c. &c. When, however. |
look at the conduct of that sovereign, triumphing
at Petershurgh upon acquisitions of territory plun-
dered from Pruassia, his aily, to whom, wcere he
really magnanimouns, he ought rather to have given
territory, I cannot endure the idea of turning to
the continent for any thing to confide in for our
existence. When 1 look at France, not as Mr.
Buarke deseribed it 2 blank in the map of Europe ;
but when 1 sce nothing alinost but France; when I
look to the state of the Fast Indies, and to that of
the: West aiso, 1 find, indeed, that on Monday you
pledged yourself to inquire into the state of pro-
perty m those islands, and very properly too. But
when you thus pledge yourselves to inquire as to the
property of the West India planters, is it too much
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for me to propose a pledge that yon will take into
your consideration, not the property of the Irish,
but their allegiance, hberty, and right? When 1
look at America—but in mentioning that country &
should be sorry if understood at all to speak in terms
ill calculated to encourage n disposition to surren-
der that privilege which we cannot surrender, with-
out abandoning our maritime power and importance.
When I have thus reviewed the state of our colo-
nies, councctious, and allies, and find the appearance
so gloomy, is it unrcasonable that 1 should ask you
to look at your statute-book, and tosstudy the means
of conciliating the alliance of your own subjects?
While such menacing danger hangs over us, I can-
not, without serious. pain, reflect upon the manner
in which you employ yourselves ; one party charging
the other, and vice versa; * You did that job,”
“ No, but you did worse;’ « My plan required
more recruits than your's,” ¢ No, but 1t did not.”
As if men weve recruiting for a wager, and the only
object of debate was to criminate each other. [
cannot think patiently of such petty squabbles, while
Buonaparte is grasping the nations; while he is
surrounding' I'rance, not with that iron frontier, for
which the wish and childish ambition of Lous X1V,
was so eager, but with kingdoms of his own creation;
gecuring the gratitude of higher minds as the host-
are, and the féars of others as pledges for his safety.
Llis are no ordinary fortifications. bhs martello
towers are thrones; sceptres tipt with crowns are
the palisadoes of his entrenchments, and kings are
lus centinels.  In such a state of the world then,
and with such an enemy, viewing this country as
the only remaining object of his ambition to destroy,
surely the policy of looking to all the means of
strengthening yourselves 18 too obvious to require
comment. Let me then exhort you to consider the
means of rendering that conntry really serviceable
to you. I have heard of subsidies,  Your subsidies
to Prussia were considerable in amount, and yet
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quite unproductive in effect. Why don’t you'sub-
sidize Ircland?  And all the subsidies I ask for her
¢ vour confidence, affection, and justice to her peo-
ple. These I call upon you to grant before it be
too late. If you refuse to see the danger that me-
naces, and will not consider in due tine about the
means which [ propose to you for providing against
it, it 1s a bad symptom. The first character of
courage 18 to loovk at danger with a danntless eye,
and the next to combat it with a dauntless heart.
If, with this resolution, we front our dangers, history
will do justice to our {eelings and character, what-
cever ity be the exertions or the suceess of the
formidable tyrant who would destroy us, or of those
who succeed to his power and views. 'I'he honest
histovian will not fail to yield a just tribute to our
reputation.  If faithful to ourselves, it unmted, we
shall, i these two little islands, to which, as to an
altar, Freedom has flown for refuge, be able to fight
with all the valorous fury of men defending a vio-
lated sanctuary.

The right honorable gentleman concluded with
an animated exhortation to the house, to aim a blow
at the fellest foe to British greatness and sceurity,
namely, internal discontent, by acceding to his mo-
tion.  T'hen the right honovable gentleman read
his motion, which was as follows : '

“ 'That the house will, immediately on the meet-
ing of the ensuing session of parliament, proceed to
take into thewr most serious and se'omn constderation,
the state and condition of treland, in the anxious
hope, that such measures and remedies may be
safely adopted in regard 1o the discontents alleged
to exist w that country, as may render unnecessary
the continuance of thuse provisions which the lewis-
Jature of the United Kingdom has deemed it expe-
dient reluctautly to adopt at the close of the present
session, and the permanence of which would be a
violation of the rights of the people of Ircland, and
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a subversion of the spirit and practice of our free
constitution.”

After he had read his motion, the right honorable
gentleman expressed his readiness to acquiesce in
any amendment, which should leave 1ts main
object untouched. It did not matter to him by
whom the object was taken up. His desire was to
have the thing done; and if any gentleman on any
side of the house, would follow 1t up, he would he

entitled to the gratitude of Ireland, and he should
have his waimest thanks,

Towards the close of the debate,

Mr. Sheridan rose amidst cries of « question,” and
expressed his hope that the house wonld indulge
him with the privilege usually granted to persons
who brought forward a motion, and hear his reply
to such arguments as seemed to hun peculiarly to
call tor attention. Of this privilege be would not
availl himselt at any length. First, then, he would
have no objection whatever to alter his motion in
the manner proposed by his right honorable friend
(Mr. Windham) near bhim; and, indeed, to any
alteration that did not destroy the substance of Ins
motion, he had already pledged himsclf to agree.

[The Speraker here interrupled the right honorable gentleman, and
informed him, that consistently with the resoluticn of 1778, and the
usages of the house, there could be no ulleration in the motion after
the previous question had been put. ]

Mpr. Sheridan, in continuation, observed, that in
that case, he had no doubt, the right honorable
oentleman opposite would withdraw his motion, in
cotupliance with the general wish of the house. He
wished to have his answer. [No answer.] Well,
the time for answering was not yet come perhaps.
However, notiiing in the world had been more mis-
understood in this respect than the motion which he
had subwitted. Gentlemen seemed to suppose that
he had censured the passing of the late bills, and
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thereby called upon the house to censure its own
acts. He never had such tention, nor could his
motion, by any one who took the trouble to attend
to it, be supposed to carry any such meaning. He
had distinetly declared in his speech, that he had
now no such intention. But it might be said, that
thouch not in his speech, 1t might be in his motion.
What, then, was his motion? ¢ That the house
should take such measures as would render the pro-
visions of the bills, lately with reluctance passed
unnccessary.”  What did his right honorable friend
(Mr. Windham ), and his honorable friend (Mr. Her-
bert) over the way, object to? 'T'hey could not
surely object to the word ¢ reluctantly.” Ilisright
honorable friend over the way said, that he would
join with han if he would strike out the latter part
of his motion. What was that? Why, that the
permancncy of such measures would totally destroy
the constitution. Did any one object to this? Then
he would he glad to see the man who would stand
up in his place, and say that such enactmments onght
to be permanent ; or that, if permanent, they do not
completely overturn the constitution. These acts
were to be in force for three years; and, under these
circumstances, there was at least a reversion of the
constitution.  But if you thought the permanency of
such acts did not intringe the constitution, then you
ought to make them permanent at once, for in that
case where was the use of hesitation? | Such enact-
ments could not be considered in nn§ other light,
than as an infringement of: the constitution ; and,
therefore, it was the duty of every man to limit
their duration, as much as the necessity of the case
woultd allow.

He felt it necessary to make some observations on
what had fallen from the honorable gentleman on
tie benceh below him.  With all the respect he had
for that gentleman’s (Mr. Lockhart's) abilities ; with
all his deference to his means of information, and to
the authority which he appeared to have with some,
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yet, not being intimately acquainted with the honor-
able gentleman, and not having an opportunity of
observing those talents and information that had
been ascribed to him by those who knew him better,
he wus perfectly excusable in not giving ham that
entire confidence that had been given by others.
T'hat honorable gentleman had sud, that he had
hstened with great anxicty to his speech, beeause
he expected that he (Mr. 83.) would have first stated
the cevil, and then the remedy.  'U'be honorable gen-
tleman might have histened to s speech with anx-
1cty, but he had certainly done so with more anxiety
than attention. e said, that he (Mr. S.) ought
to have pointed owt the grievance.  Certainly not,
e never thought that he was hound specifically to
do that in the present instance.  When ministers
came to him, asking him to give his assent to such
regulations as these, the onus probandi lay on them.,
'I'hey were to shew what grievances ealled for such
measures, and that too betore the measure was
passed. ¢ But no,” said the honorable gentleman,
“ pass your bills first, and then let us hear of
gricvances.”  Inquiry ought to precede the pas-
sing of these enactinents, and the necessity for them
ought to have been proved.  However, the house
had passed the bills, and all he wanted now was,
that they should give a pledge to wmqguire whether
they had passed them on good grounds or not,
This was all he asked.  Ths object was to keep
this subject perpetuaily before the house. 1t the
bills had been enacted only for a year, there would
have been less cause for his motion.  But as the
period of their duration extended to three years, tas
objeet was, and he hoped the result of an mquiry
would be unnecessary, to continne them for more
than one year.  ‘F'his he was, for his own part, per-
suaded, would turn out to be the case, unless gen-
tlemen chose to continue in ignorance, and rejected
the means of acquiring information.  But the ho-
norable gentleman dwelt a good deal upon gencral
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doctrine, and said that a bhoon ought not to be
eranted till you were strong, and had enabled your-
sclves to crush your petitioners if youn chose! Jle
(Mr. Sheridan) had rveally thought that men could
distinguish between goml and bad treatment, and
that the one praduced gratitude and attachment as
naturally as the other revenge and hatred! ¢ But
no,” said the honorable gentleman, ¢ make them
fear you first, that they may love you afterwards !
'Then the honorable gentleman accused him of having
satdd that Tretand had been used worse than o con-
quered conntry,  Certainly, he bad said that Fogland
had adopted a more ignorant and barbarous system
of management with vespeet to Ireland, than cver
any once nation with any pretenstons to crvihization,
had adopted  with respect. to another. 'The honor-
able centleman said, that he was taken aback with
reaard to his statement, when he allowed that con-
cessions had heen made in the present reign, and
consequently the svstem changed.  This, he sup-
posed, was meant, tor he dild not pretend to under-
stand the phrase ¢ taken aback,” not heing a naval
man, a8 the honorable gentleman pmlmhl_y Wils.,
'That the concessions had been made with o very 1l
orace, he had certaanly saiel. He did not wish, as
he said before, fo produce any irritation whatever;
but it the times and aireumstances when these con-
cosstons were made were considered, at woukl be
found that they had been wrang from most unwal-
line minds, rather than couterved in an open, liberal,
and generons matiner. He (Mr. 8)) deprecated
wiiting for such terms and eivenmstances. e was
conferving  favors, when they might be  aseribed
to @ sense of generosity and  justice, and not. {or
wiiting till they could he demanded, when you
watld not dare to vefuse them.  Now las vieht.
honorable  friend  (Mye. Grattan) on the beaely
near him, bad a wore able speech e favor ol
his motion than he himself conld possibly - do.—
Khat speech was characteristic of his wonted genius
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aiid eloquence, and every thing must be full of ge-
muas, animation, and cloquence that came from him,
This very speech was one great instance of the
benefits to be derived from the motion now submitted
to the house ; for his right honorable friend had in
the course of it thrown out more information respect-
mg the state of Ircland, than ever had been cominu-
nicated by any other member, or at any period for
some time past. DBut another member accused hun
of libelling the legislation of this country, and our
cosmopolitan and philanthropic parliament! But
what had our most philanthropic parliament done
for Ireland ? Why, they legislated without inquiry
for that country ; but 1f his motion had been pro-
posed and agreed to two or three years ago, narha-
ment would have been better able to have legislated
for Ireland. For the proof of this he would only
refer to the speech of his right honorable friend,
who had exposed the abuses with respect to tythes,
the non-residence of the clergy, and state of the
Protestant schools. The honorable gentleman
seemed to be mightily offended at his saying that
government had not been attentive to Ireland.  For
a proof of this too, he referred to the speech of his
rizght honorable friend (Grattan) who had stated that
10,000 acres of land only supported eighteen Pro-
testant schools; and yet with all this before them,
some gentleman pretended that the government had
paid the requisite attention to the state of Ireland. He
hoped, bowever, that an attention of a different sort
would be given it.  Ircland expected this; lng-
land expected it and the result he had o douht
would be beneficial to both countries. s right
hionorable friend had adverted to the state of tythes
in Ireland, and from the ill-counstructed method of
collecting aund managing these, had deducted a great
part of the evils under which Ireland labored. 'U'he
“ hearts of steel,” the * white boys,”’ the «“brght
boys,” and  thrashers,” all arose from the tythes,
which appcarced the most crucl of the burthens under
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which the lower ranks of people in Ireland groaned.
Why then, did not this sufhictently account for the
disaffection in Ireland, without having recourse to
theidea of a French f'lctlon ? His rl*"ht honorable
friend admitted the general loyalty of “the people of
Ireland ; but still said there was a French party in
Ircland : a French party; but contemptible ; a ini-
serable faction, dustitute of talents and energy,
and of trifling numbers. What he wanted then
was, to have the nature of this danger ascertained,
to sce in what it consisted, to find out the str erm'th
of this French faction, and if s0 contewnptible as s
right honorable fi icad had said, to apply a remedy
cqn.ll to the disease, and not to overtarn the whole
constitution of the country on account of a wretched
faction. Mis right honorable friend had compared
the general lm'.llty of Ireland and her French fac-
tion, to a beauty with a pimple on her face; a very
'1|l.mt lustration, and one that must cer dmly he
admired by Irishmen,  But 1if he (Mr, X.) were to
oive his advice to this beauty, he would say to her,
2 my lovely charmer, put a patehr on that pimple,
but do not cover vour whole face with a mask.”
Apply this to Tre land.  Were the whole of the loval
Irish to he deprived of their lilieriies, becanse there
existed o contemptible Freach faction? Let the
remady meet the evily, but no more; let not the fonl
mask of despotism cover the I.lml bat let liberty
bloom in all her beauty, where thur existed a soil
in which she was capable of flourishing, It had
been satd, that now, n this diflicult erisis, was the
tme for the C Jr“l(hlll‘» to show their Toy .111} and at-
tachment to the coustitution, amd tlwu* worthiess
to enjoy its henelits! But this was heginniny at the
wronge cnd.  If vou wani the attae hmum of the
Irish, hegin by giving them some reason to love you.
it vou want tlwm o fight vour battles, @ive them
smncthmu to ficht for. But the other w ay, to de-

prive lhun of thur constitntion in the mean time,
was

‘“ Propter vitam, vitee perdere causas.”
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You asked them for bravery, and took away the
motives toit.  You asked for loyalty, and bad them
contend for their laws and liberties, and at the
sime time deprived them of the benefits of the con-
stitution.  BBut his rieht honorable friend said, that
they were only deprived of this for a time, and that
they would have their liberties again after they had
achieved some acts that would show their zeal and
loyalty, He had a different view of this subject.
He wished to rive them the motives to act, hefore
he sent them to action. But what was this prouf re-
quired of the Irish Catholics ¥ Had they not already
given it? Where, by sea or by land, had they failed
to do their duty ? When had the) shrunk in the
moment of invasion? W hen had they been deficient
in expressions of joyalty and attachment 1o the con-
stitution 7 And when have their wards been falsified
by their actions: Yet his honorable friend seemed
to think, that proofs of their loyalty and zeal for the
constitution were wanting! You must, however,
trust the Catholics; you must have them In vour
Irish militia. W lw then suspect them, and subject
them to penaltlee without cause? IHe might be
wrong n this; but if that was so let 1t be prmcd
His riﬂ'ht honorable friend close by him (Mr. Wind-
lum) had sald, that he seemed to hold the conces-
sions to the Roman Catholics cheap. le certainly
had never done so, and his right honorable {riend
was mistaken. He had saul that if what was
called Catholic emancipation was granted without
some other measures n favour of the poorer classes,
it might excite envy and jealousy n them.  The
benefits to them they would consider as not rinning
part passw. with those to their supurlorn. and cer-
tainly without some caution what was intended te
promote harmony, might become the excitement to
contention. But what did the bill proposed by the
late administration in favor of the Catholics do? [t
certainly did a great deal indeed, when 1t proposed
to abolish the restrictions on lhe Roman Catholic
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officer, when he came to a certain rank ; an officer
who stood in this singular situation, that hLe rose till
he had an opportunity of doing some act worthy of
preferment ; and however great the services he might
perform, there he stopped, and the disabilities under
which he labored damped his ardor, and rendered
him less fit or disposed for enterprize and exertion.
'The unfortunate Catholic oflicer might therefore be
said to rise to his degradation. The removal of such
restrictions were domg much, and the best cffects
would certainly have followed from the adoption of
such a measure. Was it not hetter to put confi-
dence n the Irish than to bind them down by re-
strictions? T'he enemy might hope to break their
chains, but they could not expect to turn towards
them thosc hearts that had been concihiated by kind-
ness and confidence.  Instead, therefore, of putting
them on trial, his wish certainly would be, to rive
them the benefits of the constitution hefore they mus-
tered in the ficld. Iustead of the yoke of slavery,
he would hang the privileze of the constitution
about theur necks, and arm them with their richts,
Without this, it was impossible to expect that the
Irish Catholics should be so cordial in their lovalty
and attachment to the constitution as they would
otherwise he. lle had heard nothing more that
appeared to Inm to require any particular observas
tion.  But he again repeated, that if no other good
cffect should result from this motion, than :an ac-
knowledgment on the part of parliament, of the im-
portance of the subject, the motion ought to be
adopted.  Charles the First, asked Selden, ¢ what
was the best way to put down a rebellion P to
which Sclden answered, ¢ remove the canse.”  lle
hegged of the government to apply this answer to
Ireland, and put an end to the disaflection there, by
removing the cause.  1e would keep his word, and

trespass no loneer on the mdulgence that had been
grauted bam,

The house divided ; for the motion 33 ; against it 70.





