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SPERCH.

The House belng in the Committes of the Whole on the stete of the Unicn, (Mr. \Warroy, of Ver-
mont, in the Chais)—

Mr. ALLEN ssid

Mr. Cuairxax: I am teluctant to claim the attention of the committee when
matiers of more importance than my remarks might receive its consideration. Dut
ir. view of the discussiona which have already been had in this Hall during the
present session, 1 desire in an informal and brief manner to present my viewsupon
some of the jueasures which now engnge the attention of Congres: and the country. .

Sir, we are in the midst of a civil war of formidable proportions and appalling
magnifude. When aund with what result that war will end no ono can with cer-
tainty predioct; and perbaps it is neither prudent or profitable at this time to
attempt to speculate upon that subject. It is certainly, however, the desire of
every patriot that it shall terminate in the speediest possible manner by a return
of tbe people of the rebellious States to their allegiance to the Federal Government,
and by o willing submission on their part to its constituted suthorities When
that period shall arrive, the people of the country will demand that the army
whica has been 8o suddenly called into the military service of the country shall be
disbanded, and ita gallant soldiers ke permitted to return to their peaceful avoca-
tions and to the endesrments of home, that the country may be as speedily as
possible relieved from ihe financial embarrassment in which it is now involved,
und which must continue and increase as long as hostilities continue to exist between
the Government and the rebellious States. I believe the loyal people of the country
will be willing to make every sacrifice that patriotism can demand to restore the
Governmeant to its original unity and strength ; that for this purpose, sud this alone,
they will willingly sacrifice their property and their lives. But when the object of this
war is diverted from that for wihich it was,inaugurated, and the great struggle
now going on becomes one for the existence of a party or a theory, instead of one -
for the existence of the Goveromentras our fathers gave it to us, they will not
render that cordial support which is necessary to insure the complete triumph
of our armas,

I concur most cordially with my collenyue, [Mr. Iarwr150Y,] who, in the course
of bis able speech, submitted to the committee some weeks ago, declared that, in
his judgment—

“ The predominant rentiment of the peopleof all the loyal Stutes is that thie war must be efficiently
prosecuted ir conformity to the Cunstitution, and for {ta maintenance and preservation, and for no
other purpose,” , N

Sir, I have no doubt of that sentiment among at least pine-tenths of the people
of the loyal States. The war was inaugurated to vindicata the Constitution and
the laws, end not for the purpose of viglating them. And neither the plea of a
‘‘ military necessity,” or any other thst cau be framed by the ingenuity of man, will
be sufficient to justify any of the departments of the Government in violating the
Constitution and laws which it is sought to make the people of the rebellicus States
obey. Sir, there cun be no dispute as to the original objects of this war. They
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at¢ plainly stated in the proclamation of the President, isened on the 156th nf
April last, aa well a8 in all his subsequeant proolamations on the same: subject. X
will read a portion of his firat proclamation, which js as follows:

“IWhorcas the lawns of tho United States: have Leen for somo time pnst, and now are, npimsed; and
the execution tberecfobstructed in the States of South Caralinn, Qeorgia, Alnbama, ¥lorids, Missis-

eippi, Louisiang, and TeXaa, by comblontiona too poweifnl to bo suppressed by the ordinary course of
Judicial proceedings, or by the powers vested in the mnrshiala by law; '

 Now, therefors, I, Abrahiam Lineoln, Prosident of the United States, in virtus of the power in me
vetted by tho Constitution and the laws, have thought fit to call forth, and herebiy do eall ‘forth, the
militia of the several States of the Union, to the aggregate number of soventy-five thansand, in ordet
to supptess such combinations, andd to cuuse the laws to be exccuted.” | '

|
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. Uader this proolamation thousands of our brave countrymen rallied to the rasoue
of -their. country, No other appeal waa -made to.them than that which was sug-
gested by this manifesto. No other appeal than that wonld havpe produced suoh an
outburrt of popular feeling anat potriotism.. The appeal was made to tha pdople to
vindicate and nid in enforcing the lawa of the land ngaipst those who were in arms
agaioat the Government, trampling the Constitution and laws under foot, and was
not an appeal to the loyal prople to violate them because the peoplo of the disloyal
States were doing 80, This proclamation of the President was under the authority
and in the precise words of the act of Congress passed in the year 1705, but n few
years after the Constitution was'adopted, and which was passed for the purpose of
carryiog into etfect that clause in the eighth section of the first article’cf .the Con-
stitution which authorizes Congress to provide for calling forth the militia to
exegute the lews of the Union, suppress iasurrections, and repel invasions. The
proclamaticn of the President subsequently issned calling for additional volunteers
wus based upon the samo clause and way for the same purpose—~naraely, to suppress
unlaw{ul combinations agninst the laws. This resistauce to the laws was treated
- by the Goveromant at-the beginning, and ever hua been treated, as a rebellion—
not as- & publio war; no war: bas ever been declared either by Congress,or the
President, and the ruley which govern two sovereignties or nations at war with
each other do notapply, except vo far as it may become necesstry to apply thom
for our own protection ja consequence of the magnitude of the rebellion; for since
tho war began it has bhecome necessary to send flags of truce to the rebels, to recog-
pize the raak ecd command of their military officers, exchange priconcrs with them,
and in many inatances to deal with the so-called confederate States as o belligerent

ower. - - .o, , - . |
g But these ara only-aats growing .out of the immediate operations of the armies,
and demanded by the oxigencies arising in a conflict of arms between two powerful
sections of a common country. DBut when we shall cense to regard the Constitution,
nnd to fight the battiés of the_couniry outside of it aud the Union, applying in this
contest with the rebellious power a1l the rules of international 1aw regulating two
sovereignties at war with ench other, we admit the so-called confederate States to
be a‘government, dnd .wa should po longer denouncs their people as rebels and
trajtors.  No¥ haveé We 4 right, i6 that event, to seriously complain if other nations
treat them as & government, aud ‘claim the right to exercise that intercourse with
then' whi¢h! neutral pations are permitted to have with either or both of two bel.
ligerent Dowers, '~ 7 o |

But, in sddition to the proclamation of the President, to which I have alluded,
treacing this s an Insurrection, we have the act of Cungress of July 1ast, which ia
merely an amendatory act of that of 1795, Bat it is, s loss of -time to dwell in
showing that the"Goversment has thus fur prosecuted hostilities against the seced-
ing States for the parpose of exseuting the laws'and protecting the public property.
E+ery call that has been made for troops, aud cvery other act thus far on the part
of the Government, has beex for this and no other ostensible purpose.

During the time that recruiting was going bn’ for thé Army, If theére was any
considerable gentiment in faver of prosecuting the war in any other than b consti-
tutional. mamgner, ot for. any-other.than a conutitational purposg, it reniained for
rome.reason comparatively yuiet,\- This House'went so fur at tha extra-session of
Congress in July last a3-to pres vlmost unanimously certnin’resolations ‘wffered by
the distinguished gentleman from-¥Xectucky, {Mr. Critraxves, ] which devlarvd:

¢ That the existing cirll war stiould not be waxed on tho part of thi Government in any spirit of
opprersion, nor for .uny purpuse of conquest or subjugation, ot for' the purpose of Gverthrotring or
interferiog with.the rights ox established jpatitutions of thy @tates, bt w defonsd snd maintale ths
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supromacy of the Constitution, and to proservae the Unfon with all the digaity, e e&uulny, and rights
of the soveral Statos unimpaired, and thn'r. s smh s theau ohjucta u.:‘u accotaplished the war ought to
mus.‘“

For thig resolution I believq every member preaent nt the time, with threo or four
emaptmna, voted. Thoterm * established institutions of the States,’” would plmnly
include the institution of slavery, although some. persons have tned to avoid that
construction by denying slavery to be an ¢‘institution’’ of civilized society. I will not
say that the recolution of the gentlemnn fram Kentucky was adopted as o matter
of policy, for thé parpose of lulling the suspicions of those who mmht hesitate to
cater the military service for the purpose of fighting to vindicate the anti-slavery
gontiment of the country; but I must say vhat the pussapge of this resolution, and
tho suppression. for ¢he time being of anti-slavery projects, was very inconsistent
with'the },uhcv which hasg been advocated -by sn many gentlemen on the ﬁther side-
of the Houso since the begiuning of the present sessinn.

From the. very first day of this session, resolutions and bills proposing emanei-
pation in varieus degrees, from the abolition of glavery in the District of Columbia
to thoso proposing ity entlre abolition in nll the States, have be2n continually in-
troduced, and are now belog matured. The firgt of these nieasures, the aboittion
of ﬂlntary in the District of Columbia, has already passed the two Houses of Cor-
gress by the evtire vote of the Republican party, snd is now a Iaw. This is but
the first act in the pregramme which the psarty in power, in my humble judgment,
have laid down, and intend to carry out. The passage of 'thig measure will be fol-
lowed by.the announcement of the success of others, all fooking to the one grand
ohject of prolonging the war until slavery is abolished in all the States, or until
tho free Btates are separated from tho slave States in which it is found imposyible
to abolish the institutinn, Tt may yet be denied by many of the leaders of the
Repablican party that such is the design of the psrty. Buat have they not hereto-
fora denied tbeir intention to n..c-"era with a!a.very iz any place where it already
oxisted in tho Btates or in the District of Columbia ?

I recolicot that during the last Congress a prominent member of the Re‘publlcan
party, then n member of this House, and now a Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Suner-
Max, ] declared on this floor, in the strongest terms, his opposition to the nbolition
of elavery in this District while the institution existed im Maryland and Virginia.
Now he, with his Rapublican colleagues, have originated and passed a'bill 'which
gome of them, less than two years ago, protested against. The same distinguishﬁd
gontieman, on the 11th day of February, 1861, while & member of this House, in-
troduced the following resolution: -

‘t Resoleed., That neither the Congreva of tho United ‘Stnteﬂ nor tl'n— peoplo of the con-slaveholding
States havnthe comrtitutional right to legizlate upon or Inteﬁ:re with slavery ln a.n}* of the slavehold.
fng States in the Union.”

Which- tecoived the unanimous vote of this House. Yet the sr e gﬂntlemeu on
the Repubhcnn side of the House who supported this redolution are now suppurtmg
measures in direct violation of it—mensures propofing to interfere with the insti-
tution witere it exists, not only in the District of Columbia, but in_the States.
Most of these propositions for emancipation in the Statés have sought to reach the
institution under the head of ccafiscation of rebel property, by bilis providing for
confiscation generally, and emancipation particnlatly. The most recent project on
this subject, towever, is that which came from the Executive Mansion in the shape
of n prcvpnand resolution for the congideration of Congress, as follows:,

“ p,-mﬁ«.cd. That the United Etates cupght to co-aperate with any State which may wiopt grnﬂual
nholithment of slavery, giviag to such "ir.atﬂ pecuniary aid. to be uked by suth State in ita discrstion
tu compennata for the inconvenfeuces, public and private, produced by such a chapngo of 8Y stem.”

Avd which was nt once adopted by the dominant party in Congress, =~

\"hy this meseage was sent to Congress by the President at the time it was, ér
what itg precise objest and mesning are, I have never heard satisfactorily ex-
plained.  There was to ordinary minds no apparent necessity tor such a proposi-
tion nt the time, as no State had at any -time preposed emﬂncipation nor asked
Congress to co-operato with it in a measure of that kKind; noris it probn.'hle that
the bona fide citizens of uny of the siave States will, for a considerable time, ask
any such relief of the national Legislature. A few men from the free States who
go into some of thg slaveholding ‘States xs soldiers or'adventurers nay go through
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the forms of yvoting on the snbject, assuming, under the name of a provisional gov~
erument or otherwise, to act for the State, and having voted in favor of emancipa-
tion, Congress may then proceed to carry out tho wishes of these men who are. but
its own agents, and thus the free States through Congress, under colot of the sapg-
tion of authority derived in this illegnl manner, wey do that whick it i3 admitted
by the resplutions so unanitmously ac. sted a year ago, that neither Congress nor
the non-stavehold.ng States have the right to do. The people of the free Statea
thus, by the consent of their own citizens, would, by the power of Congress, abolish
slavory in these States. . This would be abou® a8 legal a proceeding as thatof @
felon sending his acgomplice in advance’into a neighbor's house, that the, apcom-
plicg“p:eiﬁ‘g;ig}he,,ocbupqqcy of the houge, assuming to aet for the rightfal pcon-
pant, wight confer title to stolen pronerty by such assumel occupancy., If at any
shart day any request of this kind is made of Congress it will, 1n my opinion, be
through some *Eug}‘l subterfuge, Tor I am sntisfied that the dona fide citizeng of these
States do not desive the passage of emancipaticn bills at this time, = .
It may be that this suggeation of the President was in part made from ihe fact
that those schemed which propesed emancipation in the States, nnder the plea of o
“ military necesgity,”’ and without constitutional nuthority, wera so iransparently
absurd that the Administration was fearful they could not be sustained, qud that it
was thought best to.try to accomplish the great aim by anotler resort and upon o
new,idea. . And L'am further inclined to conjecture that the President becsme
alarmed on acpount of the conservative position he found himself assuming on this
subject, and thut being no longer able to resist the *‘irrepressible confliat” which
was waged apainst bim by the wilra portion of the Republican party—(which I am
sorry to believeg includes most of its leaders}—he sought this proposition as a means
of letting himgelf down from the proud position he had attained in the minds of th)
conservativa masses of tho people of the country. Much as I admire the President
for the independenge of thous ¢ nd sound judgment which ho has on many occs-
sions exhibited, I fear he in tms instance yielded to the entreatics of politicians,
insteed of following the dictates of his own judgment, as well as the feclings and
gentiments of the people of the country. For both he snd gentlemen on the other
side.of the House will Jearn that most of these messures will not. be sustained by
the people, except in those radical sections of the couniry where on this aubject
they ara *¢joined to their idols,” and forg ¢ the interest of the white man in prose-
cuting their projects of false philanthropy for the black race. L
The late local elections, throughout the country, and particularly in the great
West, in which the Democracy and other conservative men of the country have
achieved the most gomplete, and in many instances unexpected victories, are dut
the mutterings .of & stormn of indignation which will sweep over the entire country,
hurling from place those who persist in using this Government for their personal
interest and. political preferment. while the public Treasury is bleeding ta tha
awouat of $3,000,000 per day, {and which is to be roplenished by an exorbitant
and oppressive system of taxation,) aud whils thousanda of onr brave countrymen
are laying down their lives upon the baitle field, leaving homes desolafe and friends
disconsolate, to restore the Government as it wag prinr to the election of the present
Chief Magistrate. ., 8ir, Iindulge in no idle prediction when I say that the peopls
neither East or West will much longer be made the dupes of politicians and specu-
latoxs, for the. pitiful consideration of alittle worn-out “ twaddle” about the “ negro’
and.* negro slavery,)” and for the etill less beneficial consideration of havisg their
ferijle snd, beputifyl: country overrun by an iguorant populaticn of worthless
negroes,.to anooy and disturb society, driving from employment white persors who
rely an daily labor for their support. |

Another, and to my mind most probable motive in sending .to Congress the mes-
sage alluded to, was to inaugurate & policy looking to an ultimate sepsration of the
Gulf Statea from. the Confederacy, and to enlarge the area of a northern confederaoy.
of free States. I haye ever beeh satisfied that, with all the preténces of the lending
members of the Republican par‘tjy.of, devotion to the .Union, a wajority. of them do
not in reality desireto see the Union exist as it was, but desiry that slavery shall
eithar he abolished in all the States, or that s northern confederacy of free States
shall be estahlished in which they may rule supreme. The latter result would he
most acceptable to the capitalists of the castern States, to whom we of the West
are made tributaries in all things. 1If a southern confederacy chould maintein con-
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tro), as it would, of tho Misaissippl *iver, that great natural gutlet for our commerce,
this would force us for'all time to come, 88 it hag since the rebellion, to find arn
outlel to the eastern cities for our trade, and thus become tributaries to their com-
anercis! interests upon their own terms, . o
We liave had an illustration on a small scale during the last few months of the
manner in which eagtern eapitalisis would meke us subservient to their Interests,
by the manner in whigh the railroad interests of the country have been identified
with the Government. For several months the Baltimore and Qhle railroad-—one
of the principal thoroughfares of the counntry—which was in places destroyed at
the begiening of the rebelllon, has rcmained obstructed, from the fact that the
Government has not afforded it that proteotion which was in ita power. And this
iy 8aid to have arisen from the fact that the late Seoretary of War and his iwmme-
diate frionds were largely intercated in another rival thoroughfare, which has been,
during that time, monepolizing the transportation of freight, passengers, troops,
and munitions ot war, upon such terms as its managers might demand; and the
<onseguence has been that our produce has been taxed to advance the interests of
these patriotic gentlemen, ag is ¢videnced from the fact that dince the first-named
road har been opened there has been s reduction on freight of Bome five dollare on
the ton between Cincinnati and the eastern cities,’ which amount now ‘goes into the
pocketa'of our peodle instead of those of eastern railroad capitalists. ‘I only men-
tion this as an instance, less important, of the manner in which we of the West are
made to play into the hands of castern capitalists, for the consideration of- their
go-operatiou on the negro question. ot
The late Secretery of War, while his Department was committing the most gross
abuses—according to the statements of kis political friends—~was loudest in his
protestations of devotion to the anti-slavery ciuse. In proportion as these abuses
grew extremo in his Department, he grew extreme in his views, nntil he became
the greant champion of the radicals on this subject, receiving their unqualified ap-
probation and applaure. - S
Some months ago the country was thrown intéo a stite of alarm by a letter of
Secrotgry Seward, (an castern gentleman also,) addressed -to the Governors -of
various States, intimoting the necessity of immedistely strengthéning otr coast
defences, Some of the States have groceeded {0 expend money, as sugpasted, in
increasing their de¢fences, and it is proposed to reimburse them from the Federal
Treasury : a bill is now before one of the committees of the House to receive loans
Irom the States in which such defc ices are situsted, and to *&sue the bonds of  the
Government to the amount so nceepted, which is nothing more than the Government
issuing its bonds to those States that they may convert them to their ufie in what
they may baplensed to call strengthening their ¢ coast defences.” What the probabil-
ities of ‘¢ foreign intervention’™ were at the time, which was supposed tobe the ¢ause
of the extraordinary letter from the able Secretary of State, be was best qualified to
determine, although he has in more than one instance pravem to be no prophet.
But this much the far-sceiug Secretary well knew, that whether foreign interven-
tion took place or not, his Biste and his section weuld lose nothing by thess pre-
ciitions, as all or nearly all the money expended by the Government in this way
would go into the hands of eastern gentlemen., Now, since for o time apprehensions
of foreign intervention have sabsided, it i8 mooted that it mmay be necessary to not
only strengthen but remodel our whole system of const defences, for which very
large appropriations must be made, and a } st of additional officers be appointed,
for fear an "iron-clad steamer down ahout Norfolk, called the * Merrimsac,” may
slig iuto sume of the harbors of tho great castern cities, and lay them in ashes
before their citizens shall be aware of her approachi—an occurrence certainly less
probable thsn foreign izte ventlon wns some months age. - - -
Agnin, we hive before Congress a bill for a Pacific railroad, a measure which,
in n proper form, at a proper time, would receive the assent of most of oar people :
hut on examinarion of the bill, there wiil be found a clause requiring the iron used
in the construction of ti.» road to be of American manufacture without regard to its
cost; and this at once expining thd renson why its passage is urged so parnestly by
certain enstern-gentlemen itrvom soctions interested in the manufacture of iron.
Thus it is that peavly every mexsure in Cougress that is of any advantage to any
scction, is framed with o siew of advancing the intercsts of the Eastin g special
manner. Whother it be tariffe, tax bills, railroad bills, fortifications, Government

o
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ocontraots, or what not, the castern States are sure to have the ¢¢lion’s share.”
Angd I havame.doubt our eastern.frienda will 'do- all-in their power to consummate
their measares, ‘while they have their- gllies in tho West who are content with the
¢ negro’ for their share of the benefits of the Government; -and that the war will
baipmlangad, if negessary, until they shall have secured tho sucaess of their enter.
prises. ‘ o |
o Bat 1 axm travoling with my remarks outside of the course I had:intended to pur-
-gue, . I was proceading to notice some of the apparent changes of tho:.policy and
santiments of  the Republican party withix the last six months. on .ths subject of
intervention ontbe part of the General Governmens with the institution of alavery.
... As & further ovidencs of a deocided. change in whet appeared to be: the polioy of
the dominant: party up to:the time the present sestion began, it will be remembered
that abarily-after the: commencement: of the seszion, tha gentleman feom Indiana
fMr,: Houmaxi offered a:reaolution reafirming tho ¢ Crittenden rasolutions;’” passed
‘80 unanimeously.dn July last; but this Houso rafuged to pass tho:.resolution,: The
proposition was laid.on the table. - And when, i o later day, I offered n:rosoiution
daoclering that ‘¢in the judgment.of: the House, n¢ part.of- the appropriations now
or heresfter made, nor of the tazes now or heroafter laid, should be usagd in carry-
ing-on:a war fan:the purpose -of emancipation” it- met with a similar fate, those
votiag (o sy on the:{able being all Republicans, and those voting agaiust laying on
the:tabio being Democrats and gentlemen from the border slave States. I thouglit
my regolution 5 very fair one, ard that since there had bacn so much said on the
subjoot of. empnoipation; daring the sesaion, if the miajority of the House were
oppozed to making the war one for that purpose, thoy would nnhesitatingly-adopt
ity and that while Congress wos appropriating money to the amonnt of some nine
hundred millions:of doliars annually, and since it was proposed te levy o direct
ondual tax vpon the country of over ope hundred millions of dollars, it was due to
the:.great nisas. of the. pecple who, in my judgment, are opposed to oll these eman-
cipation ashemes, that they should hove some assarance as to the manner in ‘which
their money was {o.be applied. For, as I have already ssid, while the people of
the conntry. wWill,-o8 L:beliove, cheerfully contribute all that they have to sapport
the Govarnment;  they will not willingly, in & time of general depression gnd dis-
tresy, cheerfullysubmit to a tax on their property eventually amounting to ita
value, and hand-over.te the tax-gatherer their last dollar, to be carried to the
Federal capital, one portion to be distribated among an army of officora and Gov-
ernment contractors, and the -residue spplied in keeping an army in theo Seid that
theso. ooniractors may continue to plunder the Treasury, nsnd-the abolition senti-
ment be vindicated. Much as they may be opposed- to. the institution of slavery,
they will not cheerfully suffer such sacrifices as they are abont to be enlled upon
to make, when neither the black nor the white race will be ventefited therocby, and
when the object of these privations and sacrifices is that of violating the organic
law of the Government, instead of sustaining it, as was the declared object at the
beginniag of the war.: -+ - LR A -
I was struck “with 'much astonisbment at the remarke make by the gentleman
from Indidna [Mr. Jurran] in the course of dn abie speech which he delivered in -
the carly part-of the session. I knew that gentleman was yadical ia his opinions,
but I did not:think that be or acy other gentleman ‘would publicly sunocunco the
sentiments which lie did on that occasion In the course of his remarks ho used
the following language :- | ! ’ AR A T
1« The patian s greater thnx; the dnnuiitt;tlnn, heqnuni:; it made the Qqnitilntinﬁ.' Wa had ﬁ'rqauntr'r
before we had a Corstitution, nnd at all hazurds wo must save {t.- The Constitution wan wade for the

reople, not the people for-the Constitution. Cares may arine 8 which pntristism itself may demnsad
that we trample under our jeet spme of the most vital prineiples of the Constitution.”. . |,

The gentlemnn is entitled to great credit for eandor of statement, but not, in. my
judgment; for zound logic.-- The faet that the nation—or the peoplo who comprise
jit—through their delegates, framed the'Constiturion, whivh was afterwnrds ratified
by tho States; does not authorize: Congreks, which is the creature of -the Constitu-
tion, to'violate that instrument while it remnius in forco as the orgrnic law of tho
lIand. The people of the nation having ndopted the Constitetion as it is, aré:bound
by its provisions until they amend it in tiie manner thercin provided for, or by com-
mon consent annul it. Buat in no case while it'is in force, can a msjority of the
neople, azstiming to be the nation, violate {h& national compaoct to the injury of the
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humblest citizen. While it may be true that the nation is greater than the Consti-
tution, it folloxs on the-same priteiple that the Constitution is greater than Cop-
gress or either of the departments of Government which the Constitution has called
into existence. And ncither Congress nor any other department of Government can
;x?rmsa powera -not antherized by that instruwment, which is the ““source uf thmr
eing

_If 1t be'ndmitted that either of the departments of Govoarnment have the nght, in
o particular instance, to dieregard the Constitution, because, in the opinion ‘of some
organication of men over zealous in o particnlar causo, a military necessity requires
the exercise of untonstitutional powers, the same neceesity may constitute an
exouso 'fort the most flagrant and oft-repeated violations of the Constitation and
abuses of power by the utﬁcera of Government, when their personal interest or that
of thoir friends prompt them o their commission; and in the eénd all cofistitivtional
as well agmatureal rights wil] be at the dispesal of our rolers; and instead of having
a Counstitution and'a Union to vindicats we shall find ourselves without hope for tho
future, servitg no 6ther purpose than that of sustainiag-those in- power who ave
trampling upon the rights which were handed down t0 us by the patnntu of the
Revoiution.- -

I kno'w whenever the slavery question arises there is a disposition: to pass lightly
over all such considerations as I have indicated; but if violaetions of the Conatitu-
tionr are permitted, they will not stop with mensures connected with: the 'institution
of siavory, but tho same gross violations, uader the same: plesn,. wiil -extend to-all
the operations of tho Government upon all subjects. I canuot, thercfore, consent
to any plain infractions of the Constitution, under any ples whatevez..- Although-I
might oot be disposed to cavil sbout the exercise of doubtful constitutional powers
whon the exercise of such powers were required for the public weltare, yet 1 have
not thus far seen the necessity of Congress or the Execntive exercising sny powers
for the etmancipation of slaves, if by nny reasonable construction of the Constitu-
tion they may do 80; and, in my humble judgment, no suchk puwer can be exercised
Uy vither over any of the slaveholditg States of the Upion. But it is vnneceasary
B0 argue tho question of porrer over the States a8 heretofore understoad: hy all par-
ties. I have already referred to the resolution of the'11th of Febroary, 1862; sup-
ported by every Republican member of Congress, not ‘even excepting the distin-
guished gentleman from Illinois, { Mr. LovEJox, } who wso nutormnn for hls radlcal
views on: this subject.

I might also refer to tho following resolution, offerod about the same time by Mr.
Palmer, of New York, a Republican, aud supported by the entlre Repubhm del&-
gntion present in the Housa at tha time :

: RMMI, That neither the, Federnl Gornmmcnt, por the mplunr gﬂ*rrmm uutsoi’ ﬂm nun—gllmhuld-
ing States, have n purposc orn cunﬂtiluunnnl ribh: to Ier-ialatu upon, or Interfere 'nith slavery in any
of the Stntea of the Uni¢n.* -

In nddition to these resolutions we have had the dechmtmns of t.he leadera of .the
Republican party, upon all occasions-cince it8 organization, that they had no inten-
vion of .interfering with the institutions of any of .the States; that it wss to the
cxtension: of slavery that tho opposition of the party was raised, and.pot sgainst it
whero it nlrendy existed, Those who ara now in rebellion against the Government
denied tho truth of those declarations. They charged that the party was insincere
in making them; that the party being based upon the ¢ one ides,” that.of hostility
to slavery, its object wns to get control of the Governmient by these promises of
noa-intervention, and then bring the wholw: power of the Governimment {0 bear
ngainst the Institution wherever it existed, and ¢ that the onily eafely of the sleve-
holders was to seize their portion of the publio arma and public property; that-these
might not be used in sustaining sud waging & war against them and.their.institu-
tions.”” The Republican leaders denied those charges, and the rcso).utmns to whu:h
I bave referred were.perbaps intended as further evidence of their sincerity. It is
to be iamonted, howaver, that these resolutions, as well ag all other measures lnok-
iog to o peacefnl adjustment of our difficulties, were withheld until. the Gulf States
bad withdrawn, and had o government of their own in operation. A heavyrespon-
sibility reets apon.those who trifisd until the last moment with events that.were to
determine the fate of thirty millions of people. I believe the people of.the country
and posterity will hold the men responsible who, baving the power to.proposc and
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ndopt measures for conciliation with the South,’sneered at their complaints nntil
. the time for conciliation had gone. Ce > .

Butwhat I have to say in regard to the proposed measures of emancipation is, that
when they are adopted they will confirm the oharges made, and tho distrust ex-
pressed by those who are nowin robellion against the Government ; and not only will
the people of the South be confirmed in their belief of the insincerity of this party,
but the people of the whole country will be hrought to the conclusion that such was
the polioy of the party from the beginning, and that thoy have secured powor by
false.pretenses. Tho pledges made to the people by this party are too. .fresh in
their recollection to be so soon forgotten. A standing appenl of the ‘party, when
rallying friends to its support, was addressed to thoso * who desired to sed.the Gov-
ernment resiored as it was in the days of Washington and Jefferson, and to those
opposed to peculations and frauds in Government, to rally to the support of the
party.” ¢ The Government has been.restored as it 'was” with o vengennce, lo-
stead of peace, harmony, and general prosperity, we have war, revolutios, and
general bankruptey; instead of freeing the Government of peculutions snd frauds,
wo have them increased a hundred fold. The Treasury is blecding at every pore
by the depredations of Government contractors and unfaithful officials. -

‘ Homes for the homeless,” were among ihc pledges of the party; but there
geems to have been a condition that those who receive them should servo three
years in the Army, fightiog for them boefore enjoying them. . E

But theso are resulis which may not have intentionally been brought about, at
least not by the President, who no doubt would gladly have had his Administration
& more prosperous onc. But they are results which were foretold years ego by the
Democratio party, in tho event of the success of a sectional candidate to the Pres-
idency. The Republican party sneered at these predictions, and denounced those
who made them as ‘‘ Union croakers,” scoffing at the ides of an attempt ‘o disrupt
the Union. Time has shown who was right and who was wrong in their views of
policy. Let facts gpeak for themselves. We have the results bafore us, snd let
cach man judgs for himself as to where the responsibility resty, .

But to return to the subjects of confiscation and emancipation, which are fre-
quenily used as synonymons, but which are vory distinct; confiscation weaning to
apply to the use of thie public Treasury, emancipation being the act of liberating
those in bondage. The'motive in blending tbo two subjects together 18, no deubt,
ta carry emancipation, which is the absorbing idea with gentlemen on the otber
side of the Hjuse, under the head of ¢ confiscating property of rebels.” Lmanci-
pation and confiecation are so distinct that it is entirely usecless to consider them in
the same bills. No one seriously proposes to sell the negroes of rebels and place
the proceeds in the public Treasury, which would be the only way of confiscating
them. This would he recognizing them as property, which, X sm quite sure our
Republican friends will never do.

It has been said by gentlemen on the other side of the House that those who
refugo to support. bills for the emancipation of theslaves of rebels are for making this
species of property more sacred than otber property.. This is a slight admission on
their part that slavesareproperty, which I bave never adimitted to be the case, except
in those States where the jnstitution exists by municipal regulation, or in those
instances where the provision of the Constitution extends for the recapture of fugi-
tive slavey. If slaves arg property, aud if coofiscation bills are to be pasaed, o
general law for confiscating the property of rebels will suffice,  ut the bills which
have been iotroduced on this subject provide in some manuner for confieeating the
property of disloyal persons, and then conclude with a section, to which tho residuo
ul the provisione are & mere prelude, provi-ling for the emancipation of persony
ciaimed to be beld to servica or labor by disloyal persons. The object of framing
these Didls in this way is doubtless to compel gentlemen to vote for the wholo of
them, including the abolition of slavery, or be liable to the charge of opposing the
confizeation of rebel property, which gentlemen suppose a very grave charge, but
which 1 nm at all tiznes ready to incur when there is no constitutional authority for
such confiseation. The only manner in which the private property of rebela can
be confizeated is in pursuance of such laws a3 have been or may be enacted for
the punishment of treason, in obedience to the third section of the third article of
the Constitution, which is as follows:

“Creazop against the United States #Lall consist only In levying war against them, or in adhering

-
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to thelr enemles, giring them aid and comfort. No narron shall be convicted of tresson unless on tha
testimony of two witnesses to tha same overt arct, or on confezsion in open court. :
*¢ The Congresa shall have power to declare the punishmeont of trosson ; hut no attainder of tresson

rhall work corruption of blood or for/etlure, except during the iife of the persvn altaisnted.”

If the property of re¢bels is forfeited, it must nececsarily be for {reason, as there
i8 no other crime that, by the Constitution, incurs this penalty; before the prop-
erty can he forfeited the owner must be convicted, and this, according to the section
of the Constitution just read, can only be on confession in open court, or on the
testimoniy of two witnesses to the same overt act. 'The conviction must be through
the wedinm of a court; not only must the conviction be in a court, but the trial in
such case sccording to the gecond section of the same article of thé Constitution,
chall be by jury. The conviction must be in pursuanco of existing laws defining
the degree of guilt, Laws cannot be enrcted for the purpose of reaching back to
acts vot mode criminal by atatutes existing at the time of their cgmmission, nor
can statutes be framed increasing the penaliy of crimes already coramitted beyond
their penalty at the time, for it is expressly declared by the Constitution that ““ no
ex post facto law shall be passed.” Trial for treason, ag well as sll other crimes,
when committed in any State, shall be in the State where committed. When trial
and conviction of the party accused i9 had, which must also be upon presentment
or indictment of & grand jury, (fifth article Amendments to the Constitation,) then
follows, as the result of that conviction, forfeiture of his property, if annexed a8 a
penalty by existing laws; but the forfeiture is only, at most, during the life of the
person attainted. Thus it is that numerous guards and restrictions are thrown
sround the adminisiration of the punishment of the crime of treason, which is the
crime of which those engaged in the rebellion are guilty.

It may be eaid that laws thus tardy in their operation cannot be executed in a
rehellion so formidable, and that we must not thus be restrained in administering
punishment to those who have been aitempting to overthrow the Goveroment—
that there are no courts in many of the States to administer the law on this sub-
ject. If the Constitution has not made ample provision for emergencies like the
present, it is no part of our duty, sworn as we are to support the present Constitu-
tion, to undertake to make a new one. But if we gball succeed in subduing the
rebels, so that the practicability of punishing for treason shall arise, there will be
no difficulty in executing the law on this subject. But for the present we sghall
have enough to do in using all the power of the Government in auppressing rebel-
lion and restoring Federal authority in the seceding States. Then thiy is accom-
plished, the lIaws can be executed, and not effectuallyuntil then., As wrssuggested
by the learned gentleman from Massachusetts, TMr. Trowas,] in his very able
speech upon this subject, even if tho rebellion showid not for a time be suppressed
in all tho seceded States 80 far as to permit the restoration of the judiciary and the
cxecution of the laws therein, yet many, and perhaps most, of those actively en-
gaged (as leaders at least) in the rebellion, might be tried in somne of the States
where the judicial autherity has not been obstiucted, or where it bas been restored.
For instance : in Tennessee, Kentucky, and Missouri, the military operations of
the rebel government have been ¢xtensive, and, although many of the leaders bave
not been actunlly present in these States in person heading the rebellion, yet they
have been copatructively present, from the fact that they have directed, controlled,
and superintended those military operations, and are therefore linble to trial, con-
viction, and punishment in some of the loynl States for treason. I suppose the
president of the so-¢nlled confederato States mizht be tried in Missouri, Kentucky,
Tennecsaee, Virginia, or Maryland for treason, before a court and jury which would
administer the Iaw in all its rigor, but, to use an old adage, *“as catching is before
“banging,” it is necdless to speculate upon this feature of the question now.

It reains ta he seen vet whether the Goveroment will find it practicable to ex-
ecute the penalty of the Inw agninst those in custody of its proper officers, and
in the trinl nvd conviction of whom there is no impediment; or even whether
the rigor of the law will be visited on those already convicted of that most heinous
of crimes, ¢ piracy.” If it shall he found impracticable to execute the penalties of
the Inw in these cases, when the remedy is plain, why complain about persons es-
caping punishment where there is ne remedy, or aniucomplete one? If the penalty
of the law which affects the person cannot be executed against a party in custody,
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why need the penalty be visited on tho property of those not in custody, if it were
legal and possible to do so ? ot
“The Conititution has provided that ““no nttainder of treason shnll work corrup.
tion of blood or forfélture, except during the life of the person sttainted.” This
i3 a humane provision, intended to confine the punishment to tho person commifting
the crime, and to prevent the iniquities of the guilty party from being visited. on
his innocent family : but the confiscation bills alluded to proposé to. ptnish tho
gailty party by taking from his family, ssho may have been giilty of no crime,
their roeans of subsisténce, turaing them out of house xud home, to' become out-
casts in the world, for no fault of theirs. Iask if humanity sanctions sach meas-
ures a8 those, if ‘thers were no constitutional impedineant. Another objestion }o
the justice of thi¥ absolute confiseation of property, not only for life, but in fee, is
that sugpested by the samo distinguished gentleman from Massachuretts, [ Mr.
Trowas,] to whose abls remarks I havo alrendy adverted, namely:'that it takes
from the hundreds 4nd thousands of Union men in fhe disloyal States the meana by
vhich théy might,in the future, indemnify themselves for outrages committed upon
thém snd their property by the rebels, whose property would be linble to respond
to the nmount of damagesincurred by Union men from their illegal acts. But if the
property of rebels iz appropriated by the Goverament, Union men in the disloyal
States, who have heen dispossessed of their eatire property by those i rébellion,
whether andér the colér of go-called confederate law or without the sanction of law,
will'be left withont 4 remedy for all time to come. ' | o
“But it'is ¢laimed by .those who admis that these sweeping ncts of confiseation and
emantipation have no sanction in the Constitution in times of prhce, that Congress,
by virtad of the war power, can conflscate the property and emancipate the slaves
of rebals.’ -If Congress,’or any of the departments of Government, have any ** war
power,” varyihg ffom'their power in peace, they must derive it from the Constilu-
tiow, as they are called into existence by it and receiro all their powers from it.
What id-the ¢ war'powet” of Congress, a4 it ig called? The eighth section of the
fivst nrtfele of the Conbtitition provides that— | |

£

*# Cangress ¢hall bave power to declara war, grant letters of marque and reprizal, and make rules
concerning captures on Jand aod watar,”

b J

“To ralse and support arnties?’ “ to provide and maintain a oavy;:”™ “to make rulea for.the govern-
mett nod regalation of the Tand and naval farves.” |

“To-provide for calling forth the milida 16 execute the lows of -the Union, suppress insurreetiona,
apd repol invaslons,”. ; ;.- . ., . , C P : - _

“To prévide for organtiing. arming, and disciplining the militia, and for governing such part. of
them ns may be employed in the agrvice of the United States,” |

. The above paragraphs contain ‘all the power that is vested in Congress over the
military opevations. of the country. Congress. bas the power to. declure war; but
that power hns not-becn-exarcised ngainst tho:disloyal-States, for the reason thut
1t would at.once be regognizing them as a forpign Poweyl: - . . ;o .

.The proclamation. catling out the presentmilitary force wasbased npon sand autho-
rized by the third paragraph quoted, namely : that Conpress shall-havo powes ¢ to
provide {on calling.forth the mijitin to execute the laws of the Union, suppress insurs
rections,’” &o. ., The nresent military operatiolis arc not goveraed, therofore, by the
first paragraph quoted, which applies to a ¢aze of war ansing betweon this Governs
ment sud a foreign Power.: Proviaion conoerning captures, and the grauting of letters:
of marque and reprisal apply also t0 a war with another Government, ir which- ait
tha inhabitants are,to ba treated and bkeld as glien enomles, and thair property the
subjent, of ; capture ' and prize, -without regnrd to the ‘sontimonta:.or’ conduect
of the individual ownep of such property; but certainly no one would: favor the
captyre of the property, either on ]and or sea, of unoflending Usnion men, becauss
they might heppensto-ha residents of -the disloyal :8tatas. It seems to me, then,
that the first payagraph gives no power to Cnngress to forfeit the. privaté proneriy
of indiyvidunly in thq ioeurrectionary districts, when such property is not used in
or designed for the purposes of the rebellion. The power to make ruies for the
government of the lrud and.navnil forces has reference to the organfzntion and dis-
cipline of the regular army, sand ¢onfers 1o power upon Congress to autborize the
speliation or appropriation of.private proferty without compengation. The parn-
- graph authorizing the calling forth the militia to suppress insurrections, &c., con-
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fers no power beyond the authority to fix the occasion when and _the number to
which the militia may be called out, | 1 o

The succeeding and closing paragraph on this subject authorizes Congress, when
the militia is thuy called out, to provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining
them, and for governing such part of. them as mey be employed in the servige of
the United States, = 5y

~When the military force (regular or volunteer) has been organized,-armed, and
disciplined, it is the province of the Commaunder-in-Chief to order them, orsuch por-
tion of them as may boe necessary for the purpose, into the insurrectionary districts,
and, by force of arins, represy nnd subdue those in actusl resistance to the laws;
but it is 80 part of the duty of the commanding officer, or his subordinates, {0 hear
and determine wha is loyel in sentiment, or who is not; ner to conficcate or eman-
cipate, at plessure, the pruperty of those that are deemed disloyal. He haspathing
to do with those not found resisting the laws or in arms against the Government,
Nor has he any right to interfere with the private property of individuals, whether
found in actual resistance to the Iaws or not, unless such property is used directly
in niding or carrying on the rebellion, or actually desipned for that purpose. Of
courge all arms and munitions of war are of the latter class, as weli as supplies of
any kind designed for the use of those in arms against the Government.. . ..,

But the fact that private property may indirecily be used to aid in the rebellion
by beiog applied to the use of rebels in arms, wben not of itself contfaband, for-
nishes'no ground for its capture by a military force engaged in suppressiag rehel-
lion. If tho people of the seceding States were sliens, and we had a right to deal
with them ag guch under the laws of nations, we would have a right to capture
their property wherever found; and in that eveot no distinction would be made
betwgen loyal and disloyal persons, as all citizens of the disloyal States would. be
presumed to be and treated as enemies. But such ig not, or should not be, the
policy in this war.” We cannot treatloyal Union-loving cicizens as enemjes, because
they reside in disloyal States, where they have already suffered immense berdships
at the hands of rebels becauee they remasin loyal. And yet, if we are to confiscate
property or emancipate slaves to weaken the enemy, 2s claimed by eome, there is
as muoch necessity to confisento the property and emancipate the slaves of loysl as
of digloyal persons residing in the slave States; for the property of the loyal men
in the seceded States forms a part of the resources of the rebel government 8s much
a8 that of the disloyal. Taxes may be levied upon it in cither case for the support
of government, or it may be taken in either case to be applied to the purposes of
revolution, o - .

It is said that the slaves of the rebel masters must he emansipated, because they
arg a scurce of alrength to the insurrectionists. . That they may be set to work in
building fortifications, or even bear arms, or at irast may be used on the planta-
tions while their masters fight, The slaves of loyal masters arc liable to be used
in the same way, if not with the consent of their mssters, withoutit. - And whether
their masters are in the confederate army or not, the slaves, by their labor, con-
tribute to the resouroes of and are the basis of the wealth of the confederate gov-
croment. The same reason, then, that would require confiscation or emancipation
in the ons caso, would in the other. Great complaint has been made of cariain
military commanders in surrendering slaves, to bo used, as has been alleged, in
promoting the rebellion. And yet white men, who have been taken prisoners, in
nrms against the Government, have repeatedly been returned : and these, if not to
bear arms, return to contribute by their means to the robelliovs movement. These
mon taken: in arms are guilty of treason, and the Constitution daes not require
their surreuder; yet wo ¢ swear them, and Iet them go,” or exchange them for
those of oar own section who may have been:taken prisoncrs by the confederates.
And yet, when o black man—whose surrender is required: by the Constitntion—
is given. up on claim of hils owner, it is o wonderful outrage. and woe he to the
military commnnder who requires the confirmation of the Sinate after the act of
surrenderiog one of those fugitives. |

But, suppose ¢mancipation bills and confiscation bills are pasged in every form
In which they have been suggested on the other side of the House. Of what avail
will they bo? They cannot be sucsessfully carried into effeot until the rebellion
18 suppressed, Even if that most odlous and inhuman of all propusitions—ofarming
the slaves—is sought to be carried into effect, in which our soldiers would be as
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apt to become victims of these ignorant and treacherous creatures as thoss of the
confederates, and which would at most accomplish the inhuman massacre of inno-
cent children and helpless females, you must get to the slaves before you cn.n arm
them ; snd you canrot get to them for this purpose until you have not'eily con-
quered the rebel army, but you must first subdue every man, woman, and child in
the fifteer slaveholding States, for they would all resist to the last 5o barbarous an
attempt. -

Theﬂo ia little danger, however, in my opinion, of this project hemg earnnd into
execution. It was thought by many before the rebellion that the slaves on the first
outbreak would rise en masse in insurrection sgainst their masters. , No sueh dis-
position has been shown on their part as yet. \When the inhnbitants wero cons
pelled to leave Beaufort and vicinity, the negroes made a heavy charge on. the chan-
doned praprrfy of thelr masters, and, from accounts, could be induced to do.uothing
bit riol on what remained on the deserted plﬂntatmns showing no dlqposumu 1o
aid in htuldmg intrenchments, or to perform any manual labor whatever. So it is
gdid to be with the so-called contrabands brought into this eity, They bave no
disposition to engage in any business, or perferm any labor whatever, while thoy
can be Kept at'the Government's expense. There is no danger of a very farmida-
ble army being composed out of such o population, under thoe lead of the kind-.
hearted gentlemen who would be placed in command. These negroee prefer their
fréedom fnr the privilego of living without labor, snd our Republican friends will
not find it an easy task to get them into the military service, or any other.service,
involving labor. Neitker, as I apprehend, are there many who seriously contom-
plate s pnlmy of this kind; but such proposttions serve to pander to the preiudices
and’ passions of & certain portmn in the loyal States, and servo to further exaspe-
rate thosg in rebellion, and prolong the bloody struggle, which is inuring to the
benefit of n. certain class, while it iinpoverishes the great mass.

‘So‘far ad theré'is ahythmg practicabie in these propositions for emnncipation,
the countiry is realizing all it would in case of their passage. IHundreds and thou-
sands of alaves will 'md do eseape wherever the army advances, They will not be
pursued by their owners if disloyal, snd the consequence is that they will escape
to the North, and we will have our satisfaction of them without the paesage of
these bills. If this is the natural consequence of the rebellion, alt must submit to
it. What more do gentlemen who favor emancipation desire? Do they desire that
the soldicrs of our army shall be engaged in rubning down and carrying off negraes,
and nothing else? The emancipation now going on without law ought to sufﬁce ;
especinlly when it could not be accelerated by congressional enactments,

Again: by yﬁur impracticable and unconstitutional enactments, will you ndd to
the edictency of our grand arwy now in the field? Will these bram soldiers fight
eny more valiantly when the abolition of slavery is declared to bo the object of the
war; thaa they do when the perpetuity of the Union is the paramount object? Cer-
tainly not. The majority of these men have been opposed to the abelition genti-
ment when at hotae, and will not cheerfully viudicate it on the tented field, They
have fought at the ballot-hox at home against this doctrine, and will not fight in
its favor abroand. On the contrary, when the objects and po]:cy of the war has
chmn%l ed, n3 seems the determination of the party in power, they will conclude that
they have bicen made the dupes of politicians to sustain their schemes of- self-
aggranqlzement instead of the moré glorious purpose of sustaining the ¢ stars and
stripes.”

Sir, as was said by the gentleman from New York [\Ir Srrrnn] in his remarks
in theé early part of the session, “wheu you adopt your proposed policy you pam—-
Iyze our grand srmy.” |

It is said ¢ Nero fiddled while Rome was burnmg, and littlo less than the reck-
less spirit of that tyrant could induce gentlemen at this critical time in the history
of our country, when tens of thousands of our brave countrymen are falling victims
to the dire misfortunes of civi] war; when the country 18 in & blaze of discord and
ruin, tottering and groaning under the we:ght of its dreadful calemities, to bo
forcing upon it the very policy which helped to inaugurate this fearful struggle.

What is to be the effect of these measures upon the loyal people of the border
slave States? Sir, you have the testimony of every gentlcman present from those
States who has uddreased the House on the subject, and who is identified by birtb,
education, and interest with the people of those States. Thoy all concur in saying
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that they will ba disastrous to the Union cause there. I cannot more correctly
give the expression of sentiment from gentlemen representing those States, than
by rending the following extract from the eloquent and able speech of the gentle-
man from Kentucky, [ Mr. Wabsworrm, ] made carly in the session. He said:

5 Nows comes to us frequontly of onca falthful but falnling bearts, who have stood manfually with ue,
succumbing to this destructive pgitation. YWhen theyread that you intend to preclalm emancipatian,
to repeal the fupltive slave law, and to extermipate alavery in the States and the District, they faint
and fall, and they say you justify the ground upon which the rebellion originally started. Why do
Eou drive them from you?! Is it that you mny secure the suppert of the African race? Isit forany

evefit which they inay bring to youl Do you prefer to fraternize with the negroes nf the glave States
rather than with the freemen there? This day you bave to mako that choice. If you are for the
cmancipation of the rlnves, you arm eacli man of thoeo States sgainst yon. Yon must choose between
negro slavery.or the white peop!s of fifteen States in ¢pposition to you.”

The vemerable gentleman from the same State, [Mr. Crirrenpey,] and his ven-
crable colleague, [ Mr. Wickrirre,] two distinguished statesmen and patriots, who -
were the cotemporaries of Clay, Wehster, and Jackson and the other stautesmen
and patriots of those better days of the Republic, have both repeatedly appealed
to tho dominant party to abstain from the rash measures proposed.

But neither appeals, entreaties, or arguments from any source seem to be henrd
by those who are determined to use power while they have it to further their
political purposes. Sometimes there is 8 suspension of movements on this subject,
but it:is only temporary. But why should gentlemen of the party in power pursue.
tho course whick bas thus far been pursued and is likely to be pursued? They
havo the complete control of the Government in all its branches, and cannot they
afford to be generous? All the patronage of the Government is at their disposal;
scarcely a post office in the country which has an annual income of twenty dollars
has been permitted to remain in the hands of 3 Democrat, although he might be
ever 50 loyal, and be found in many instances doing more to sustsin the Govern-
ment than his successor. In all the Departments of the Government—except per-
haps in the, War Department—the guillotine has been used unsparingly ; and even
in this Department the appointments of Democrate have been to places in the
active service, and will be found to be comparativelw few. Yet this fact has not
in the least prevented the conservstive masses of the country from giving the
Government a hearty support. Thousands and bnudreds of thousands of Democrats
have been found willing to accept the position of ¢ high private’” in the Army at
thirtecn dollars per month,

Now, while those brave men are in the field fighting to sustain the Government,
that the dominant party may enjoy the spoils whick they have so long been strug-
gling to possess, should not the leaders of the party he satisfied to enjoy this
patronage, without trying to force upon their political opponents the docirines
thoy have ever abhorred? Yet such seems to be the object; and if any one dares
to protest against the poliey of this party, he is denounced as an enemy of his
country, as if it was necessary to be in favor of the measures and success of the
Republican party to be a patriot. Surely these things cannot last. I do not com-
plain of the dominant party epjoying the patronage of the Government; it is their
right to do 80, although the circumstances which surround the Administra-ion
would afford an excellent opportusity for magnanimity. Yet the party is respon-
sible for the acts of its Administiation, and but few true Democrats will care to
share its responeibilities, and in the end its disgrace, for the consideration of any
place, high or low, within its gift.

What I have said in opposition to these measurcs of emancipation and confisca-
tion has been from an earnest conviction that they are without warrant in the
Constitutiop, asnd would tend to widen rather than heal the breach now made in
the organization of the Government, and because I helieve their effect will be to
insugurate a policy that will forever alicnate tho people of the fifteen slaveholding
States of the Unjon from those of the North and West, and array them further in
hostility to & Government which would devise means to deprive them of their con-
stitutional rights rather than to aid them in retaining them. In that event, e will
become invoived in o long, bloody, sud suicidal struggle which will eventually
terminate in the total ruin of both sections of the country, and an entire separation
of these States,

Sir, I am in favor of that polioy which will strengthen the hands of the Union
men of tho alaveholding States, and which will dissipate the apprehensions of thoese
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who have been deluded into the support of the rebel government from the belief
that this war is waged for the purpose of confiscating their property and for the
desolation of their homes, that they may he induced to again render that willing
support to the Government of our fathers necessary to its existence, and without
which no free Government can long endure. Let us for the time, forgetting all
mere abstract opinions, remerabering only that we havoe & cominon interest and a
common destiny, strike hands on that patriotic sentiment of the hero of New Or-
lenns: ¢ the Union, it m* . and shall be preserved;’” nnd prosecute this war while
prosecute it we must for its original object, *¢ the suppression of rebellion and the
execution of the laws.”

When we firmly unite on that policy, and not until then, can we confidently in-
dulge the fond hope which pervades the American heart, that the star-spaogled
banner shall again wave in triumph over every portion of the vast Confederacy.



