AMERICAN SLAVERY.

REPORT

OF 4 PUDLIC MEPRING HELD AT FINSBURY CHAPRY, MOORFIELDS,
TO NECELVE '

FREDERICK DOUGLASS,

THE AMERICAN SLAVE,

ON FRIDAY MAY 22, 1846.
WITIt A FULL RETORT OF HIY BPEECH.

il

JOSEPH STURGR ESQ., IN THE CHAIR.

A public mecting was held at Finsbury Chapel, on Friday
evening, May 22nd, to receive from Frederick Douglass an
account of the dreadful condition, Loth in law and practice, of
3,000,000 of slaves in the United States. The meeting was
convencd after three days’ notice only, but so intense was tho
interest excited, that every part of this large cdifice was crowded.
to suffocation. On the platforma were the Rev, Drs. Campbell,
Carlile, Godwin, and Fletekier, and the Rev. J. H. Hinton, G,
W. Alexaunder, Esq., J. Price, Isq., G. Thompson, Esq., S, Al-
len Esq., Dr, Oxley, &e.

Joseru S8ryncE, Esq., on taking the chair, rose and said—As
the ohject of the present mecting is to hear an address from
Frederick Douglass, I will not detain you more than a very
ghort tin.e by any observations of my own ; but I wish toremind
our frienit= that the design of this meeting is not to gratify
curiosity, or exhibit an extraordinary instance of the develop-
ment of tho power of the human mind under the most disadvan.
tageous circumstances, but to impress upon every one present,
thnt, as @« member of the preat family of man, ke has a duty to
perforin in endeavouring to accelerate the day when the chains
of slavery shall be broken from nearly 3,000,000 of his fellow-
créatures, now in degrading bondage in the United States.
(Hear, hear) I am one of those who thought that the baitle of
cmancipation would next be fought in the French colonies after
it had been accomplished by Great Britain, I drew this infer-
ence partly from the attendance of M. (Guizot at an anti-slavery
meeting at Exeter-hall, and from a communication he made to
Thomas Clarkson. But, however sincere he may have been in
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his wish to cmancipate the slaves, thero is reason ‘o beliove
that ono who in Fronce is still more powerful is not favourable
to it. (Hear, hear) IDvents have sinee arisen that lead us to
the conclusion that the next great strugple for breakinge the
chains of the slave will tske place in the Uniled Stales, -There
are circumstances that may appear discouraging in that quarter,
especially tho annexation of Texas, but 1 Lelieve even that event
i3 siving an impetus to the anti-slavery fecling, which perhaps
none clse would have done. (Hear, hear) One gmuudp of en-
courarement since Frederick Douglass left America has shown
itself in tho influence of antislavery principles at the recent
clections in New llammpshire. In proof of this the chairman
read o leiter received from John G. Whiltier, in which he
SOAVA i .

“Phe papers of the nexi packet will probably inform thee of
the resalt of the late election in tho State of New Hampshire.
This state, one of the New England states, norih of Massachus.
etts, has been ealled ‘the South Carelinn of the North,' It has
. been mannged by a class of politicinns calling themselves demo-
crats, and hoasting of their love of equal rights, yet who, at the
same time, have been bitter ¢nemies of the anti-slavery cause,
The members of Congress from that state have, with seavce an
exception, voled with the slave hold :rs : and their political con.
ventions and legislative sessions bave hesn mavked by abuse
and misreprescntation of aliolitionists, Ina previous letter, 1
believe 1 spoke of the highly nonourabic coume of one of the
New Hampshire delegation in Congress, John P, Hale, who
refused to vote against the right of petition, and who would not
30in with his party in voting for slavery and Texas. Yor this

¢ was at once proscribed by his party, and sasailed by all their
presses as ‘a traitor to democracy i’ He bas manfully met
tihem, traversing the whole state; and holding up to the people
the disgraceful spectacle of a shamr democracy allied to slavery.
Himself a consistent and true democrat, he bas secured the con-
fidence of the people in his integrity, and has brought thousands
of voters to take the position of the liberty party—that the
abolition of glavery is the paramount question. Great interest
Lhas been felt throughout the country inreference to the election
of this year in New Hampshire; the slave holdersat Washinglon,
it is stated, coninbuting large sums to sustain their allies in
the north. The election took place on the 10th inst. The result
ig, that the pro-glavery candidate for governor has failed of bhis
electicn by about one thousand five hundred votes; that enly
three pro-slavery members of the state senste have heen electeld.
The House of Representatives have a majority of twenty six
against them. The New Hampsehire Whigs, although they voted
for Henry Cley, hiave not gone so far as the sbam democrats in
submission to slavery, and as a matter of neceasity will be oblig-
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¢d to take an anti-slavery position.. The liberty men in the
state hold the balance of power between them; and the election
of & thorough abolitionist, John . Hale, to the U, 8. Scnate,
will be the first froit of this victory. Tho liberty votes have
more than doubled in the State during the last year. - |

“I have dwelt at length upon this election, for it is the most
important event in the history of the anti-slavery strugele; and
I knew thou would rejoice with me in the prospect which it
opeus before us, The successful experiment of Jobn IP. Hale
will show faithless politicians that it is safo to he honest. The
support which he received from the people is full of encourage-
ment. It shows that republicanisra has a re-co-operative prin-
ciplo—that the heart of the people is sound.” -

Our friend Douglass (he continued) +vill also speak of cvents
which have occurred in Beotland. It is well knoan that the
¥ree Church of Scotland sent o deputation to Ameries, and that
the deputation brought back a considerable sum of money from
the »lave-holding churches. Such is the feeling as to the impro-
priety of recelvine money from such o source, thst we hope and
believe the Free Church may be indeced to send back this
money to thosc from whence it came. (Cheers.) I attach very
great importance to this question ; and I believe it to beclosely
connceied with the individual duty of all to abstain a5 much ag
possible from the products of slave labour; and here I wish it to
he understood that I separate this from lerislative actiom, on
which thero is a difference of opinion. Effortr are now making
to sopsly aricles made from free grown cotton to those friends
who are anxious to wipe their hands altogether from ' things
stained by the blood of the slave. (Cheers) It is right to state
that Frederick Douglass, up to the period of his manhood, was
exposed to all the horrors of slavery, and, what is still worse, to
ils moral contamination (Hear, hear.) When i stalethat he has
never had a day’s edueation, except what he could obtain for
himself, vou will feel that if he should cmploy any terms that
are 100 strong Lo please a fastidious car, doe allowance should
be made for him. (Cheers.) On the other hand, some of our
friends may inquirc why we should take up distant slavery
whcn there iv 80 much distress at home? To those 1 wounld
reply, while it is one of the dearest wishes of my heart to live to
seo the day when just laws should be estabiished in this country,
and the poorest of my countrymen should possiss every civil,
political, and :eligious vrivilege of the richest in the land
(cheers)—yet, allow me alzo to atate, that the Christian recog-
riiged the feeling of nniversal brotherhood, and *“It surely is no
crime against the law of Jove to measure lots with the less dis-
tinguished than ourselves ; that thus we may with patience bear
onr modenate ills, and svmpathize with others sulterine more,
I have heard Dante] O'Connell say publicly that the most destt
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tutc of hia countrymen would not exchange pluces with ‘the
most pampered -human chattel in America: aad Frederick
Dougluss will tell you, from dear-bought experience, that ¢’Tis
liberty alonc that gives the flower of flecting life its lustre and
perfume, and we are weeds without it.” (Cheors) And if I
might again quote from England's sweetest Christian poet, 1
vould say, Frederick Douglass exemplifies in his own person
the truth of the sentiment with which many of us have been
familiar from our yonth~—
“ Flecey locka, and black complexion,
Cannot forfuit nature's clafm ;

Skins may -differ, but affection
Dwells in white and black the same,

F. Doucrass rose amid loud cheers, and said—I feel exceed-
ingly glud of the opportunity now afforded me of presenting the
claims of my brethren in bonds in the United States to so many
in London and from various parts of Britain, who have nssem-
bled here on the present occasion, I havenothing to commend
me to your consideration in the way of learning, nothing in
the way of educaticn, to entitle me to your attention; and you
are aware that slavery is o very bad school for rvaring teachers
of morality and religion. Twenty-onc years of my life have
been spent in slavery, personal slavery, surrounded by degrad.
inz intlucaces such as can exist nowbere beyond the pale of
slavery ; and it will not be strange, if under such circumstances,
I should hetray in what I have to say tuv you a. defieiency of
that refinement which is seldom or never found, except among
persons that have experienced superior, advantages to those
which [ have enjoved.  {Hear, hear) But I will take it for
eranted that you know something about tho degrading influ.
ences of slavery, and that you will not expect great things from
me this evening, but sitaply such fucts as I may Le able to ad-
vance immediately in connection with my own experience of
slavery. .-

The subject of American slavery is beginning to attruct the
attention of philanthropists of all countries,—-it 13 a matter
to which philosophers, statesmen, and theologians, in all parts
of the world, are turning their attention. It is o matter in
which the people of this country espeeially, and of Scotland and
Ireland, aie taking the decpest interest—it is o matterin which
all persons, who speak the English lunguage, must cventually
become intercated. It is no longer an unintelligible or obscure
question, althoogh there iv much yet to bk learned. In order
to the proper understanding of the subject before us, dliow me
briefly to state the nature of the American Government, and
the geozraphical location of slavery in the United States. Thero
ase at this tinie twenty-cight States, called the United States,
each of which has o constitutior. of its own, under which con-
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stitution 1s convened, from year to year, what is called a local
legislaturc-~a legislature that has the power of making the
local laws for that state. ILach state is considered (within the
iimits of the constitution) sovercign in itself, but over z2ll the
states there is 8 general government, under a federal constitu.
tion, which constitutes these twenty-eight states, the United
Statea, The general government in the Congress, under the
constitution, has no right to interfere with the doinestic ar-
rangements of the individual states. The general government
has the power of levying taxes, providing for the general vel-
fare, regulating commerce, declaring war, and concluding
peace. There are what are called free states and slave states;
the Iatter are fifteen in number, the former thirteen. The frec
atatea are divided from the slave states by what is called Mason
and Dixon's line, running east and west.  All the states south
of the line are slave states. Notwithstanding the general go-
vernment hasnothing to do with the domestic aced the local civil
institutions of the individual state, it becomes my duty to show
that the gencral government does after all give support to the
instituticn of slavery as it cxists in the glave stutes. An attempt
has been made in this country to establish the conviction that
the free staies of the Union have nothing whatever to do with
the maintcnance and perpetuity of slavery in the sonthern
states, and many porsons coming from the United States have
represented themselves as coming from the free states, and
fiave shirked all respomsibility in regard to slavery on this
ground. Now, 1 am Lere to maintain that slavery is not only
a matier belonging to the states south of the line, but is an
American institution—a United States institution—a syatem
that derives its support as well from the non-slave-holding
statea, as they are called, as from the slave-holding states,
The slave-holding states, to be sure, cnjoy all the profits of
slavery—the institution exists upon their so0il; but if I were
goine to give the exact position of the northern and southern
states it would Ve simply this—the slave states arc the slave-
holdinz states, while the non-slave states are the slavery-up-
holding states. The phyuical power necessary to keep the slaves
in bondage lies north of the line. The southern states admit
their inability to hold their slaves, except through protection
afforded by the northern states. The constitution makes it the
(uty of the southern atates to return tie slave if he attempts to
cscape, to call out the army and navy to crush the slave into
gubjection, if he dare meake an attempt to gain his freedom.,
The cast and the west, the north and the south, the people of
Massachusetts and the people of South Carolina have, through
their representatives, each in their own oflicial capacity, sworn
before high heaven, that the slave shall be a slave or die. So
that while the free states of tle American Union consent to
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what they call the compromise of the constitution of the United
States, they avo responsible for the existenee of glavery in the
southern states, (Loud cheers.) There are thme millions of
glavey, and 1 believe the largest estimate that Lhas ever been
nade of the slave-holders does not exceed three hundred thon.
aand. How do yousuppose three hundred thousand men are capa.
ble of hoiding three millions of men inslavery 3 It cannot be.
The slaves could by their own power crush their masters if they
would, and take their freedom, or they could run sway and defy
their masters to bring them back, Why do theynob do it It
is beeause the people of the United States are all pledged,
bound by their eaths, bound Dy their citizenship in that coun-
try, to bring their whole physical power to bear agninst the
slave if such an event should arise. {(Cries of “Shameo!”)
The slave has no hopes from the northorn statcs, for thoy arein
connexion with the slave stales of America, Every defender of
the American Union, of the compromiee of the United States,
po matter how much he may boast of his anti-slavery fecling, is,
BO far as his citizenship govs, a pledged enemy to the emanci-
pation of the bondsman. 1 have thought it necessary to ssy
thus much that you might sce where slavery oxists, and how it
exists in the United States. The slave-holders admit that they
ar2 incapable of retaining their slaves.  “ Why,” said one man.
“we are surrounded by savages; if they couid enterisin iie
idea that immediate death would not be their portinp, they
would re-enact the Si. Domingo tragedy.,” (Hear, hear) The
same gentleman goes on {o advocate the existence of the slave-
holding union between the slates, and the utility of the union
on the ground thai, should it be dissolved, the slave weuld
eross Mazon and Dizon’s line, and turn round and curse Ii’s
master from the other side. |

MNow what is this system of slavery? This I8 the subject of
ay levture this evening—what is the character of this institu.
tion? I am sbout to answer the inquiry, what is American
slavery?¥ I do this the more readily, since I have found per-
sonGs in this coustry who have idenptified the torm elavery with
that which I think it is not, and in some instances, | have
feared, in so doing have rather (nnwittingly, I know) detracted
much from the horror with which the term slavery is contem-
plated. It is comunon in this country to distingunish every bad
thing Ly the nome slavers. Intemperance is slavery (cheers);
to Le deprived of the right to vote is sluvery, says ono; to have
to work hard is slavery, saysanother (lsughter, and loud cheors);
snil 1 do not kuow but that if we ehounld let them go on, they
would say to cat when we are bungry, to walk when we desire to
have exereise, or to minister to our neeessitics, or have necessi-
ties at all, is slavery. (Laughter) 1 do not wish fer & moment
to detract from {he horror with which the ovil of intemperanse is
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contomplated ; not at all ; nor do I wish to *hrow the slighteat.
pbstruction in the way of any political freed ».. that any ciass of
persons in this conn’sry may desire to obtain. ~But I am here to
say that I think tho term slavery is sometimes abused by idea-
tifying it with that which it is not. Slavery in the United
Rtates i3 the granting of that power by which one man ‘exer-
¢isos and 2nforces a right of property in the body and soul of
aniother. The condition of a slave is simply that of the brule
beast. He i8 a pilecc of property—s marketabie commodity
in the languango of the law, to be bought or sold at the will and
caprico of the master who claims him te I~ his property ; he is
spoken of, thought of, and treated ag property. Iis own good,
his conzcionce, his intellect, his affections are all set aside by
the master. The will and the wishes of the master are the law
of the slave, Ho is as much o piece of property as a horse. If
he is fed, he is fed becanse he is property. 1f he ia clothed, it
is with o vicw to the increase of his vaiue as property. VWhat-
over of comfort is necessary to him for his body or soul, that is
inconsistent with hisg being property, is cavefally wrested from
him, not only by public opinion, but by the law of the country.
He is carefully deprived of everv thing that tends in ihe
slightest degree to detract from his value as property. He 18
deprived of cducation. God has given him an intellect——the
siave-holder declares it shall not be cuitivated. If his moral

poreepiion leads him in a course contrary to his value as pro-
periy, the slave-holder declares he shall not pursue it. The
marriage institution cannot exist among slaves, and one sixth
of the population of democratic Americs is denied its privi-
leges by the law of the land. What is to be thought of a na-
tion boasting of its liberty, boasting ‘of its homeanity, boasting
of its Christianity. boasting of its love of justice and purity,
gnd yet having within its own borders three millions of per-
sons denied by law the right of mnrrigme —what must be the
condition of that peoplo? 1 need not lift up the veil by giving
you any oxpericnce of my own. Every one that can put two
-ideas together, must see the most fearfol resnlts frem guch o
state of things as I have just mentioned. If any of these three
millions find for themselvea companions, and prove themselves
honest, upright, virtuous persons to each other, yet in these
cases—few a3 1 am bound {o confcas they are—the virtuous live
in constant apprehension of being torn asunder by the merci-
less men-atealers that clsim them as their property. (Hear.)
This 15 American slavery—no marriage—no education—the
light of the Gospel shnt out from the dark mind of the bond-
man-and Le forbidden by law to learn to read. If a mother
ghall teach her children to resd, the law in Louisiana proclaims
that she may be hanged by the neck, (Sensstion) If the fa-
ther attempt to give his son a knowlcdge of letters, he may be
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i
punished by the whip in one inastance, and:in another be killed,
at the discretion. of the court. - Three millions of people shut
out_ from the light of knowledge! It is easy for you to con-
ceave the evil that must result from such.s state.of things,
Hear,hear.) o L

I now come to the physical evils of slavery.; .1 donot wish fo
dwell at length upon these, but it scems right {ospeak of them,
nol so much to influence your minds on this question, as to let
the slave-holders of America know that the curtain which con-
ceals their erimes is being lifted abroad (loud chgders); that we
are opening the dark cell, and leading the people into the hor-
rible recesses of what they are pleased to call their domestic
instifution, (Cheers.) We want them to know. that o know-
ledge of their whippings, their scourgings, .their.brandings,
their chainings, is not confined to their plantations;. but that
some negro of theirs has broken loose from his:chains (loud ap-
plause)—hae burst through the dark incrustation of slavery, and.
is now exposing their deeds of deep damnation to the gaze of
the Christian people of Efigland. (Immense cheers.) .

'The slave-holders resort to all kinds of cruelty. If I were dis-
posed, I have matter enough to interest. you on this question for
five or six evenings, but I will not dwell at length upon these
crucltics. Suflice it to say, that all the peculiar modes of tor-
ture that were resorted toin the West India Islands, are resorted
to, 1 believe, even more frequently, in the United States of
America. Starvation, the bloody. whip, the chain, the gag, the
thumb-serew, cat-hauling, the cat-o'nine-tails, the dungeon, the
blood-hound, are all in requisition to keap,the slave in liis'con-
dition as a elave in the United States. (Hear) If any one has
a doubt upon this point, I would ask him to read the chapter on
alavery in Dickens’ Notes on America. . If any man has a doubt
upon it, I have here the “testimony-of a.thousand: witnesses,”
which I can give at any length, all going to prove the truth of
my statement. The bloodhound is regularly trained in the
United States, and advertisements are to be found in the soutit-
ern papers of the Union, from persons advertising themselves as
bloodhound trainers, and offering to hunt down elaves at fiftecn
dollars a piece, reccommending their hounds as the flectest-in the
neighbourhood, neverknown to fail. (Much sensation.) Adver-
tisements are from time to time insorted, stating that slaves
have cscaped with iron collars about their necks, with bands of
iron about their feet, marked .with tho lash, branded with red
hot irons, the initials of their master’s name burned into their
flesh ; and the masters advertise the fact of their being thus
branded with their own gignature, thereby proving to the world,
that, however daring it may appear to non-slave-holders, such
practices are not regarded discreditable or daring among the
slave-holders themselves,  Why, I belicveif 2 man should brand
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his horge in:this country,—burn the initials of his name into any
of his cattle, and publish the ferocious deed here,—that the
united exeerations of Christians in Britain would descend upon
him. (Cheers.))  Yet, in the United States, human beings are
thus branded. As Whittier says— |

“Our countryment in chaing,
" .*“The whip on woman's shrinking flesh,
** Our soil yet reddening with the stains,
“Caught from her ecourgings warm and fresh,*

{Loud cheers.) The slave-dealer boldly publishes his infumous
acts to the world. . Of all things that have been said of slavery
to which exception has been taken by slave-holders, this, the
charge of eruelty, stands foremost, and yet there is no charge
capable of cleaver demonstration, than that of the most barbar-
ous inhumanity on the part of the slave-holders towards theisx
slaves. . And all this is necessary—it is necessary to resort to
these cruclties; in oxder to make the slave a slave, and to keep
lim a slave. 'Why, my experience all goes to prove the truth
of what you will call a marvellous proposition, that the Detler
you treat a slave, the more you destroy his value as a slave, and
enhance the probability of his cluding the grasp of the slave-
holder; the more kindly you treat him, the more wretched you
make him, while you keep him in the condition of aslave. My
experience, I say, confirms the truth of this proposition. When
I was treated exceedingly ill, when my back was being scourged
daily, when I was kept within an inch of my life, life was all 1
cared for. “Spare mylife,” was my continual prayer. When I
was looking for the blow about to be inflicted vpon my head, I
was not thinking of my liberty; it was my life, But, as soon
a8 the blow was not to be feared, then came the longing for
Jiberty. (Cheers.) If a slave bhas a bad master, his ambition is
to get a better; when he gets a better, he aspires to have the
best ; and when he gets the beat, he aspires to be his own mas.
ter. (Loud cheers) But the slave must be brutalized to keep
him as a slave. The slave-l.older feels this necessity. 1 admit
this necessity. If it be right to bold slaves at all, it is right to
hold them in the only way in which they can be beld ; and this
can be done only by shutting ont the light of cducation from
their minds, and brutalizing their persons. The whip, the
chain, the gag, the thumb-screw,” the bloodhound, the stocks,
and all the other bloody paraphernalia of the slave-system, are
indispensably nesessary to the relation of master and slave,
{Cheers.) The slave must be subjected to these, or he ceases to
be a slave. Let him know that the whip is burned, that the
fetters have been furned to somnc useful and profitable employ-
ment, that the chain is no longer for his limbs, that the blood-
bound is no longer to be put vpon his track, that his master's
authority over him is no longer to be enforced by tukéng his
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lifo, and immediately he walks out.from the house of bondage
and asserts his frecedom as o man, ° (Loud cheers) Tho slave-
holder finds 1t nacessary to have these implements to keep the
alave in boudago; finds it necessary to be able 10 say,—* Unless
you do so and so; unless you do as ¥ bid: you,:I will take awny
your life I” (Hear, hear) Some of the most awful scencs of
cruelty are constantly taking place in the middle states of the
Union. We have in those states what are called the slave.
breeding states. Allow me ¢o speak plainly. (Hear, hear.)
Although it is harrowing to your feelings, it is necessary that
the facts of the case should be stated. Weo have in the United
States slave-breeding states. Tho very state from which the
Minister from our Court to yours comes is onc of these states
(crics of * Hear ") —Maryland, where men, women, and children
are rearcd for the market just as horses, sheep, and swine are
raiged for the market. Slave-rearing is there looked upon asn
legitimate trade, the law sanctions it, publie opinion upholds it,
' the church does not condemn it, {Cries of * c!1”): It goes
on in all its bloody hovrors, sustained by the auctionecy’s block.
If you would see the croeliies of this system, hear the following
narrative :—Not long since the following scene occurred. A
alave woman and a elave man had urited themselves as man and
wifc in the absence of any law to protect them as man and wife.
They had lived together by the permission, not by right, of
their master, and they had reared & family, The master found
it expedient, and for his interest to sell them. Ho did not ask
them their wishes in regard to the matter'at all ; they were not
consulied. The man and woman were brought to the auctioneer’s
block, under the sound of the hammer.  The cry was raised,
“ Here goes: who bids cash?” - Thiunk of it, 8 man and wife to
be sold. (Hear, hear) -The woman was placed on the auc-
tioneer’s block ; her limbs, as is customary, were brutally ex-
poscd to the purchasers, who examined her with all the freedom
with which they would examine o horse. There stood the hus.
band powerless; no right to his wife; the master's right
pre-cminent. She was sold. He was next bronght to the
auctionecr's block. His eyes followed his wife in the distance;
and he looked besrecechingly, imploxingly to the man that had
beught his wife, to buy him also.. But he was at length bid oft
to another person. He was about to be separated from her he
loved for ever. No word of his, no work of his, could save him
from this separation. He asked permission of hiy new master
to go and take the hand of his wife at parting. - It was denied
pim. In the agony of his soul he rushed from the man who
had just bought him, that he might {ake a farewell of his wife ;
but his way was obstructed, he was struck over the head with 2
loaded whip, and was held for 5 moment; but his agony was
too great. When he was let go, he fell & corpse at the feot of
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his master. . (Much sensation.) . His heart was broken. Such:
goencs are the every-day finits of American slavery, Some two-
years since, the Hon. Seth M. Yates,'an anti-slavery gentieman
of the state of New York, a representativo in .the  Congress of
the United States, told me he saw with his own eyes the fol-
lowing circumstance. In the national district of Columbia, over
which tho star-spangled emblein iz constantly waving, where
orators are ever hLolding forth on the subject of American
liberty, American democracy, American republicanism, there
are two slave prisons, When going across .a bridge leading to
one of these prisons, he saw a young woman run out, bare-footed
and bare-headed, and with very little clothing on. She was.
runuing with all speed to the bridge he was approaching, His
oyc was fixed upon her, and he stopped fo sec what was the
matter. Ho had not paused long before he saw three men run
out after her. o now kuew what the nature of the case waa,
8 slave cacaping from her chains, a young woman, a sister, es-
caping from the bondage in which she had been held. She
made her way to the bridge, but had not reached it, erc from
the Virginia side there came two slave-holders. As soon as they
gaw them, her pursuers called out, “Stop her.” True to their
Virginian instincts, they camo to the rescuc of their brother
Eidnappers—across the bridge. The poor girl now saw that
there was no chance for her. It was a {rying time. She knew
if she went back, she must be a slave for ever, she must be
dragged down to the rcenes of poliution which theslave-holders
continually provide for wnost of the poor, ginking, wretched
young women, whoin they call their property. She formed her
resolution ; and juast as those who were alout to take her, were
going to put hands upon her, to drag her back, she leaped over
the balustrades of the bridge, and down she went to rise no
more. (Great scnsation.) She chose death, rather than to go
back into the hands of those Christian slave-holders from whom
she had escaped. (Hear, hear) Can it be possible that such
things as these exist in the United States? Are not these the
cxceptions? Are any such scenes as this generall Are not
such deceds condemned by the law and denounced by public
opinion? (Checrs.) Let me read to you a few of the laws of
the slave-holding states of America. 1 think no better expo-
sure of slavery can be made than is made by the laws of the
states in which slavery exists. [ prefer rcading the laws to
making any statement in confirmation of what 1 have gfaid my-
self ; for the slave-holders cannot object to this testimony, since
it is tho calm, the cool, the deliberate enactment of their wisesé
heads, of their most clearsighted, their own constituted repre-
aontatives. (Hear, hear) * If more than seven elaves together
are found in.any road without a white person, twenty lashes
& piece ; for visiting a plantation without a written pass, ten
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Jashes; for letting loose a boat from where it is made fast,
thirty-nine lashes for tho first offence; and for the second,
shall have cut off from his head one ear.  For keeping or carry.
ing a club, thirty-nine lashes. For having any article for sale,
without g ticket from his master, ten lashes, :

A Voice.—What is the name of the book !

Mr. Dovorass—~] read from American Slavery as 1t 1s8: Tes-
timony of a Thousand Witnesses, Theso are extracted from the
slave laws, This publication its been before the publie of the
United States for the last seven years, and not a single fact or
statement rccorded therein has ever been called in question by
¢ single slave-holder. (Loud cheers) I read, therefore, with
confidence. e have the testimony of the slave-holders thom.
selves, ¢ For travelling in any. other than the most usual and
accustomed read, when going alone. to any placo, forty lashes,
For travelling in the night without a pass, forty lashes.,” I am
afraid you do not understand the awful character of these laahes,
You muat bring it before your mind. A Auman being ina per-
fect state of nudity, tied hand and foot to a stake, and & strong
man standing behind with a heavy whip, knotted at the end,
vach blow ecutting into the flesh, and leaving the warm blood
dripping to the feet (sensation); and for thesc trifles. .  For
being iound in another person’s negro-quarters, forty lashes;
for hunting with doga in the woods, thirty lashes; for being
on horscback without the written permission of his master,
twenty-five lashes; for riding or going abroad in the night, or
riding horeses in tho day time, without leave, a slave may be
whipped, cropped, or branded in‘the check with'the lotter R,
or otherwise punished, ruch punishment not extending to life,
or so a8 to render him unfit for labor.” The laws referred to
may be found by consuiting Brevard's Digest; Haypeood's
Manual ; Virginia Revised Code; Prince’s Digest; AMissoury
Laiws; Mississippi Revisell Code ;—

A person in the gallery.—VWill you allow me to ask a ques-
tion 1

The Criamuax.—J must beg that there may be no interrup.
tions.

Mr. Dovarass.~It is my custom to answer questions when
they are put to me. ,

The P’erson in the Gallery.~-\Yhat ia the value of a good
slave? (Hissing.)

Mr. Dovarass.—Slaves vary in price in different parts of the
Trnited States. In the middle atates, where they grow them
for the market, they are much cheaper than in the far gouth,
The slave trader who purchasex a slave in Maryland for seven
hundred dollars, about one hundred and sixty pounds of your
money, will sell him in Louisiana for one thousand dollars, or
two bhundred pounds. There is a great speculation in this

230



PUBLIC MEBETING.

nmatter, and here lot me atate, that when the price of cotlon i
high, 80 13 that of the slave. I will give you an invariabls rule
by which to ascertain the price of human flesh in the United
States. When cotton rises in the market in England, the g}icc'
of human flesh rises in the United States. (Hear, hear) iHow
much responsibility attaches to you in the use of that com-
modity, (f.oud cheers) To return to my point. A man for
going to visit his brethren, without the permission of his mas-
ter, and in many instances he may not have that permission,
his master from caprice or other reasons, may not be willing to
allow it, may be caught on his way, dragged to a post, the
branding iron heated, and the name of his master, or the letter
R, branded into his cheek or on his forchead., (Sensation.)
They treat slaves thus on the principle that they must punish
for light offcnces in order to prevent the commission of larger
oncs, I wish you to mark that in the singlo state of Virginia
thero are se¢venty-one crimes for which a coloured man may be
cxccuted ; while there are only threc of these erimes, which
when committed Ly a white man will subject him to that pun-
ishment, (Hear, hear.) There are many of these erimes which
if the white man did not commit, he would be regarded as a
scoundrel and a coward., In South Maryland, there is o law to
1o this effect :—that if a slave shall strike his master, he may be
hanged, his head scvered from his body, his body quartered,
and his head and quarters set up in the most prominent place
in the neighbourhood. (Sensation.) Ifa coloured woman, in
the defence of her own virtue, in defence of her own person,
should shicld herself from the brutal attacks of her tyrannical
master, or make thoe slightest resistance, she may be killed on
the spot.  {(Loud cries of “ Shame!”) No law whatever will
bring tho guilty man to justice for the crime. But you will ask
me, can these things be possible in a land professing Christi-
anity! Yes, they are so; and this is not the worst. No, a
darker feature is vet to bo presented than the mere existence of
theso facts. I have to inform you that the religion of the
southern states, at this time, is the great supporter, the great
sanctioner of the bloody atracities to which I have referred.
(Deep sensation) While Aerica is printing tracts and bibles;
gending missionaries abroad to convert the heathen; expend-
ing her monoy in various ways for the promotion of the Gospel
in forecign lands, the slave not only lies foryotten—uncared for,
but is trampled under foot by the very churches of the land.
What have we in Ameriea? Why we have slavery made part
of the religion of the land, Yes, the pulpit there stands up as
the great defender of this cursed tastitution, as it is called.
Ministers of religion come forward, and torture the hallowed
pages of inspired wisdomn to sanction the bloody deed. (Loud
crics of “sShame!”) 'They stand forth as the foremost, the
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astrongest defenders of this “ institution.” As o proof of this, I
nced nof domore than state the gencral fact, that slavery hns exis-
ted under the droppings of the sanctnary of the south, for the laut
two hundred years,.and there has not been any war between
the religiorn and the slavery of tho south. Whips, chains, gags,
and thumb-screws have all lain under the droppings of the
sanctuary, and instead:of rusting from off the limbs of the bond-
man, those droppings have served to preserve them in all their
strength. Instead of preaching the (Goapel agninat this tyran-
ny and rebuking this wrong, ministers of religion have sought,
by all and every means, to throw in the background whatever
in the Bible could be construed inta opposition to slavery, and
to bring forward that which they cauld torture into its sup-
port. (Cries of “Shame !”) ThisL conceive to be the darkest
feature of slavery, and the most difticuit ‘to attack; beeanse it is
identified with religion, and exposes those who denounce it to
the charge of infidelity. Yes, those with whom I have been
labouring, -namely, the old organization Anti-Slavery: Socicty
of America, have beeu again and again stigmatized as infidels,
and for what reasont Why, solely in consequence of the faith-
fulncss of their attacks upon the slave-holding religion of the
southern states, and the northern religion that sympathizes
with it. (Hear, hear) 1 have found it difficult to speak on
this matter without persons coming forwnrd and saying, “Dovg-
Jass, are you not afraid of injuring the cauvse of Christ! You
do not desire to do 50, we know; but are yon'not undermining
religion!” This has been - said to me again and agaid, even
since I came-to this country, but I cannot be induced to leave
off these exposures. “(lioud cheers) T love the religion of our
blessed Saviour, I love that religion that comes from above, in
the “ wisdom of God, which is first pure, then peaccable, gentle,
and casy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without
partiality and without hypoerisy.” I love that religion that
sends its votaries to bind ap the wounds of him that has fallen
among thieves. 1 love that religion that makes it the duty of
its disciples to visit the fatherless and widow in their affliction.
1 love that religion that is based upon the glorious principle,
of love to God and love to man (cheers); which makes its fol-
lowers do unto others as they themselves wonid be done by, If
you demand liberty to yourself, it says, grant it to your neigh-
bours., If you c¢laim a right to think for voursclves, it says,
allow your neizhbours the same right. It i8 because 1 love this
rcligion that 1 hate the slave-holding, the woman-whipping, the
mind-darkening, the soul-destroying religion that exiats in the
couthern states of America. (Immense cheering.) It is be-
cause [ regard the one as good, and pure, and holy, that T can-
not but regard the other ag bad, corrupt, and wicked. Loving
the onc I must hale the other, holding to the one I must reject
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the other,and 1, thercfore, proclaim myself an infidcl to the slave-
holding religion of America. (Reiterated cheers) Why, a8 1
soid in another place, to- a smaller-audience the other day, in
answer to the question, *“ Mr. Douglase, are there not Methodist:
churches, Baptist churches, Congregational churches, Episcopal
.churches, Roman Catholic churches, Presbyterian churchesin
the United States; and in the southern states of Americn, and
do thejv not have revivals of religion, accessions to their ranks
from day to day, and will you tell me that these men are not
followers of the meek and lowly Saviour?’ Moest unhesitatingly
I do. Revivals in religion, and revivals in the slave trade, go
hand in hand together, (Cheers.) The church and the slave
prison stand next to cach other; the groans and cries of the
heart-broken slave are often drowned in the pious devotions of
his religious master., (Hear, hear.) The church-going bell and
the auctionecr's bell chime in with each other; the pulpit and
the auctioneer’s block stand in the same neighbourhood ; while
the blood-stained gold goes to support the pulpit, the pulpit
covers the infernal businese with the garb of Christianity. We
bave men sold to build churches, women sold to support mission-
aries, and babics sold to buy bibles and communion services for
the churches, (Loud cheers.)

A Voice.—1t 18 not true,

Mr. DovoLass.—Not truc! is it not! (Immense cheers.)
Hear the following advertisement :— ¥icld Negroes, by Thomas
Gadsden.” 1 read now from The American Churches, the: Bul-
warks of American Slavery; by an American, or by J. G.
Birney. This has been before the public in this country and
the United States for the last gix years; not a fact nor a state-
ment in it bas been called in question. (Cheers.) The follow-
ing is taken from the Charleston Courier of Feb. 12, 1835 :—
“Field Negroes, by Thomas Gadsden. On Tuesday, the 17th
inst., will be sold, at the North of the Exchange, at 10 o'clock, °
aprime gang of ten negroes, accustomed to the culture of cot-
ion and provisions, belonging to the Independent Chureh, in
Christchurch parish.” (Loud cheers) 1 could read other tes-
timony on this point, but is it nccessary? (Cries of ** No,”
and “One more.””) Is it required that one more be given!
You shall have another. (Loud cheers.) A notice taken from
8 Savannah paper will show that slaves are ofien bequcathed to
the missionary sgocietics. ¢ Bryan Superior Court. Between
John J. Maxwell and others, executors of Ann Pray, complain-
ants, and Mary Sleigh and others, devisees and legatees under
the will of Ann Pray, defendants, in equity. A hill having been
filed for the distribution of the estate of the testatrix, Ann
Pray, and it appearing that among other legacies in her will is
the following :—viz, & legaey of one fourth of certain negro
elaves to the American Board of Commissioners for demestic
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{forcign it probably should have boeen) missions, for the parpose
of sending the Gospel to the heathen, and particulurly to the
Indians of thias continent; it is on motion of the solicitors of
the complainants ordercd, that all persons claiming the said lng-
acy do appear and answer the bill of the complainants within
four months from this day. - And it is ordered, that this order
be published in a public Gazstte of the city of Savannah, and i
onc of the Gazettes of Pbiladelphia, onee a month, for four
months, Extract from the minutes, December 2, 1832
(Checm.z The bequest I am in duty bound to say, -was not ac-
cepted by the board. (Cheers) But let me tell you what
would have been accepted by that board. Had those slaves
been sold by Ann Pray, and the money bequeathed to that
board, the price of their blood woiulld have gome into the
treasury, and tlhiey would have quoted Chalmers, Cunningham,
and Candlish in support of the deed. (Cheers)) - Not only are
legacies left and slavessold in this way to build churches, buét
the right is openly defended by the church, In 1830 the great
~ Mecthodist Church in America, holding, through ministers, and
elders, and members, in their own church 250,000 slaves, said in
their general conference in Cincinnatti that they had no right,
no wish, no intention to interfere with the relation of master
and slave as it existed in the slave states of the American
union. What was this but saying to the world, we have no
right, no wish, no intention to rclease the bondman from his
chains! The annual canference in the-south took the broad
ground of the right of property in man, assorting it in a resotu-
tion, proclaiming it inan address, preaching it in thankegiving
sermons, putting it forth in 4th of July orations, and even
quoting Scripture. I counld tire your paticnce by reading if it
were required, extracts from documents, the genuineness of
which has never been called in question, showing that the
right is asserted Ly the slave-holder, to property in human
beings, (Hear, hear.) -

But I must hasten to another point—How are wd to got rid
of this system? This is the question which mostly concerns
the people of this country. There are different ways by which
you may operate agninst slavery. First let me state how it ir
upheld ; it is upheld by public opinion. How is public opinion
maintained! Mainly by the press and by the pulpit. How
arc we to get these committed on the side of freedom. How
are we to change our pro-slavery pulpit into an anti-slavery one,
our proslavery literature to anti-slavery literature, our pro-
slavery press into sn aati-slavery Yress? I can only point
British abolitionists to the mode they adopted in their own
country. Here, Lappily for you, the pulpit wasalready on your
side to a considerable extent, at least the Disscnting pulpit.
{Cheers) The Wesleyans have retained 2 sufficiency of the
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spirit of their founder, John Wesley, to declare with him, that
slavery is the sum of all villanies, (Cheers.) You had but to
proclaim the sin of glavery in the people’s ears, and they rallied
around your standard on behslf of emancipation. Not so in
our country. They have taken the strongest ground egainst
ug, but I am in duty bound to say that in the northern states
they are fist getting into your own way. I will, however,
speak of this under another head. We have had the pulpit
against us. 1 am not here to represent one class of abolition.
ists, particularly, in the United States, but the cause of the
slave, and the friends of the slave, at large. However, I am
more interestnd in the religious aspect of this question than in
its political aspect, There are two classes of abolitionists in
the United States; onc takes the ground that slavery is the
creature of the law, that it must, therefore, be proceeded
against as such; and they have formed themselves into what is
called, *“The liberty party.” There is another class—that with
which I am pariicularly associated, and they take the ground
that our encrgies should be devoted to the purifyving of the
moral sentiment of the country, by directing its encrgies to the
purification of the church, nnd the exclusion of slave-holders
from communion with it. (Loud cheers.) We have proceeded
at once to cxpose the inconsistency of retaining men-stealers aa
members of the Church of Christ. Qur attention was more
particularly turned to this, by this able collection of facts by
J. G. Birncy, who was in this country about six yecars since.
He brought together 8 nwmber of facts, shewing that the Amer-
ican churches were the bulwarks of American slavery. Finding
this to be the case, we brought the denunciations of the in-
apired volume to bear arainst slave-holding and slave-holders ;
for after all, it is with the slave-holder that we have to do, and
not with the system. It is easy to denounce the system ; many
of the slave-holders will hold up their hands to denounce the
system ; the Free Church of Scotland will denounce the system,
but the brand of infamny is to be fixed upon the brow of the
slave-holder. (Cheers.) Here alone we ean successfully meet
and overthrow this system of iniquity. The abolitionists have
been labouring for the last fifteen years, in season and out of
eeason, in the midst of obloquy and reproach, in the midst of
mobs and various kinds of opposition, to establish the convie-
tion that slave-holding is a sin, and that the slave-holder is a
sinner and ought tobe treated as such. (Loud cheers.) Thanks
to heaven, we have succeeded to a considerable extent in eatab-
lishing this conviclion in the minds of the people in the north,
and to some extent in the south. ~Our cfforts have been de-
voicd to bringing the denunciations of religion against it. In
this way we have succeeded in expelling pro-slavery, and put.
ting in their stead, antislavery publizations. Halfa-dozen
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faithful abolitionists in the north were found suflicient to purify
o church, Neverwas the truth of that saying in thoe Seriptures
more beautifully illustrated, that *“ one should chaae a thousand,
and two put ten thousand te flight,” than in the history of this
movement as regards members of the church.  Five or 8ix mem-
bers wounld band together and say to the minister, “ Wo want
you to remember the poor slave in your prayers. We hear you
thank God that you live in a land of eivil and religious liberty,
and yet, you make no reference to tho three millions who are
denied the privilege of learning the name of the Qod that mado
them, We ask you to pray for the slave, 1o would say,
“No; I cannot pray for the slave, I should give offence to that
rich member of my church who contributes largoly to my salary,
I may drive him from the church, and may be the means of
destroyinge hissoul. (Laughter.) Is it notbetter that 1 should
preach such deetrinea as would retain him in the church, and
thercby, by enunciating great, principles, be the means eyventu-
ally-—mark, eventunlly—of bringing him to ascnse of his duty in
this matter? 1 cannot mention the slave,”, But the brethren
Insisted upon it, growing more and more irm. In the prayer
meeting they would pray for the slave, (Cheers)) In the con.
ference meeting they would exhort for the slave; they would
tell of his woes, and beg their brethren to unite with them ;
the consequence would be, that in 8 short time they must be
put out of the church, or they must leave the church., Often
they would way to the minister, ¢ Unless vou remember
the bondman we cannot support you; we must leave our pews
vacant.” Onc vacant pew, is all-powerful in asserting o great
and gloricus principle, when it is vacant in consequence of ad-
herence to it. A few vacant seats, would soon make the minis.
ter sce that something must be done for the slave, and he would
commit himself by opening his mouth in prayer. To be aure
this is not ihe highest motive by which he could be influenced ;
but this was one of the motives, and I think o legitimate one,
by which the friends might operate on the man. For, after ali,
bread and butter has a great influence on the subject. (Laughter
and cheers,) I am convinced, however, that a great number of
northern pulpits, came up to -this glerious work from higher
motives than sclfiinterest; and 1 believe their hearts were
always on the side of the slave, and their only fear was, they
could not live and preach the Gospel. They thought it was
necessary for them to live. George Bradburn, an individual
whom some of you may remember was present al tho World'a
Convention in 1840, said, he was once met by a minister, who
said to him, * Brother Bradburn, I think you aholitionists nre
too scverc upon us poor minisi-rs; we have to take a great
deal; you do not seem to remember it is necessary we should
live,” Said George Bradburn, in hig peculiar way, “ I do not
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admit any such necessity, (Laughter) T hold that it is not
necessary for any man to live unless he can live honestly.”
(Cheers) Our proceedings with the church have had the effect
of dissolving several very important connexions with the slave
atates. DPreviously to this movement the slave-holding minis-
ter could como to the north and preach in our pulpits; the
northern minister could go to the south and preach in their
pulpits ; the slave-holding minister of o church could come and
join & northern church; and the northern chburch minister
could go and join the routhern church. All were woven and
interwoven, linked and interlinked together; they had a coms-
mon caugo to maintain, Now we have succeeded in making it
anpopular and disereditable to hold Christian fellowship with
alave-holdery., (Cheers) The great Methodist general confer-
ance in 1844, came to the decision that it was at least not ex-
pedient, or rather it was inexpedient, for a bishop to hold
glaves. This was a great step. (Hear, hear) 1 must dwell
upon this, not, however, to refleet on our Mcthodist brethren,
but as an itlustration of the state of moraly in the church. A
slave-holding bishop, Bishop Andrews, of South Carolina, mar-
ried a slave-holding wife, and Lecame the possessor of fifteen
slaves. At this time, the Methodist church in the north, were
of opinion that bishops shounld not hold slaves. They remon-
strated with the conference to induce Bishop Andrews to eman-
cipate hia staves. Tho conference did it in this way if they did
it all. A resolution was brought in, when the bishop as
resent, to the following cffect :—* Whercas Bishop Andrews
as connected himself with slavery, and has thereby injured his
itincrancy as a bishop,”—it was not, * Whereas Bishop Andrews
has connceted himself with slavery, and has thereby become
guilty, or has done a great wrong ;"—but “ has thereby injured
his itinerancy as a bishop; we therefore resolve that Bishop
Andrews be, and he hereby is,”—what '—* requested to suspend
his labours as bishop till he can get rid of "—what —slavery ?
~‘ hig immpediment.” (Laughter.) This was the name given
to slavery. One might have inferred from the preamble that
it was to get rid of his wife. (Laughterand loud cheers.) How
long did it take to pass that resolution? They remained in
New York discussing this question three weeks. They had
fasting and prayers; they had various kinds of mectings,
Part of tke slave-holding ministors remonstrated against the
resolution, as an insult to theslave-holding members of the con-
ference. The resolution, however, was passed, although it was
partly recalled by subsequent action on the part of the general
conference. Such was the determination of the slave-holding
membera of that conference to adhere to the instiution of
slavery, that they at once moved for a dissolution of fellowshi
with the northern anti-slavery members of that conference. 1t
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waa nol the northern members that came out from the slave-
heldini members, but the slave-holding members that came out
from the porthern members. (Hear, hear) 1 am glad the
seecgpion took plave ; it was our efforts in the nerth that made
it ngeessary, ¥ Coming events cast their shadows before them.”
They saw that the spirit that was manifested in 1844, that the
hohling of slaves was injurious to the itinerancy of the bishop,
would in 1848, in all probability, o so far a3 to say that it was
uot only injurious to this itineraney, but at wariance with the
‘aw of God, and they have now seceded. 1t was to gev rid of
the anti-slavery men, bLut they took the wrong course to pre-
serve their inatitution. What we want is to get the slave-
holders pent up by themselves; too little distinction has Leen
drawn between the slaveholder and the anti-alavery man, be.
tween the pure and the base. We want to got slave-holding
olitics, slave-holding ecivility, slave-holding religion, slave-
10lding ministers, slave-holding bishops, slave-holding chiurch
members, slave-holding churches, and alave-bolding overything,
in a position whore the eyes of the world can look at them,
without looking through any other thing else. (Cheers) This.
we are doing, The Baptists have dissolved their conncxion.
The Free-will Baptists have long done s0. Tho Covenantery
have always heen separated. The Society of Fricnds many
years ago set an example to the world of cxcluding slave-
holders. (Loud cheara) We Lave succceded in creating n
warm and determined religious feeling againat elavery. Even
political abolitionists arc epposed- to slavery on religious
ground ; aithough I feel that they have not been so active on
religicus grounds as they ought to have been, yet I would not
8ay that they have been without religious influencs in bringing
forward this question. Although they could not do 8o in their
party, they have done o as individuals, Gorrit Smith has
taken a leading part.  William Goodell is calling for separation
from slave-holders; and a great mass of the abolitionists of
New York are taking ground against the union with slave.
bolders in a religious formn,  We have succeeded in divorcing
slave-holders from the church to a considerable extent, 1 fear
that I am proceeding at too great o length, (Cries of “No,
no.”) I therefore come back hastily to what I wish you
to do.

The Cnatemars here rose, and said,—There is not a foot of
ground in the United States where Frederick Douglasa's legal
owner would not have a right to seize bim. This man, as may
be supposad, is highly enraged at the course he i pursning, and
this stimulates his desire to get poasession of his parson, and
to inflict upon him the punishment which he thinks his con-
duct denceves. Frederick Douglnsa has left a wife and four
claldren in Awesica, and I wish to ataie that he has published
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.0 little book, entitied The Nurrative of Frederick Douglass,
which may be had at the door, and by the sale of which he and
hia wife and children are supported.

A Yoico.~Who ig hig legal owner?

Mr. Doverass.—] ran away from Thomas Auld, of 8t
Michael's, Talbot county, Maryland, who was my legal owner.
Since 1 came to this cuuntry,r{ have, as our president has said,
publiged a narrative of my expericnce, and 1 kindly sent o copy
o my master, (Lauvghter, and cheers) Me has become so
oftended with me, that he says he will not, own me ang longer,
and, in his boundless gencrosity, he has transferred his lezal
right in my body and soul to his brother, Hugh Auld (laughter),
who now lives in Baltimore, and who declares that he will have
me if ever I ot my foot on American soil. (Hear, hear.)

I may be asked, why { am so anxious {0 bring this subject
before the British public—why I do not confine my efforts to
ithe United States? My answer ia, first, that slavery is the com-
mon coemy of mankind, and sl mankind shonld be made
acquainted with its abominable character., (Cheers.) My next
answer is, that the slave is a map, and, as such, is entitled to
your sympathy as a brother. (l{ear, hear.) All the feclings,
all the susceptibilities, all the capacities, which you have, he
haa. e iz a part of the human family. He ims been the
ﬁm}'—!he common prey—of Christendom for the last three-

undred years,-and it i3 but right, it is but just, it i but
proper, that his wrongs should be known throughout the world.
{Cheers) 1 have another reason for bringing this matier before
the British public, and it is this, slavery i3 a system of wrong,
0 Llinding to all around, so hardeniny to the heart, so corrept-
ing to the morals, s0 deleterious to religion, so sapping {o all
the principles of justice in its irsmediate vicinity, that the com-
munity surrounding it lack the moral stamina necessary to its
removal. It i3 & system of such giguntic evil, so strong, so over-
whelming in its power, that no oue natien is cqual to it3 re-
moval, It requires the humanity of Christianity, the morality
of the world, to remove it. (Cheers.) Ilence I call upon the
people of Britain to look at this maticer, and to exert the influ-
cace [ am about to show they possess, for the removal of slavery
from America, 1 can appeal to them, as strongly by their re-
card for the slave-holder ag for the slave, to labour in this cause,
(Hear, hear) 1 am here because you have an influenco on
Awmcriea that no other nation can have.  You have been drawn
together by the power of steam to a marvellous extent ; the dis-
tance between London and Boston is now reduced to {welve or
fourteen dayy, so that the denunciations against slavery uttered
in London this week, may be heard in a fortnight in the strects
of Boaton, and reverbernting amidst the hills of Massachusetts,
There is nothing ¢aid here azainst slavery, that will not be re-
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corded in the United States. (Hear, hear) I am here also,
beeanse the slave-holders de not want mme to bo hers; thoy
would vather that 1 was not here. (Cheers)) I have adopted a
niaxim inid down by Napoleon, never to occupy ground which
tho enemy would like me to occupy. The slave-holders would
nmuch rather have me, if T will denounce slavery, denounce it
in the northern states, where their friends and supporters are,
who will stand by and mob me for dencuncing it. (Cheers.)
They fcel something like the man felt, when ho uttered his
praver, in which he made out o most horrible case for himself,
and one of his neighbours touched himi and ssid, My friend,
I alwayas had the opinion of you that you have now expressed
for yourscli-—that you are a very great sinner.,” Coming fromn
himself it was all very well, but coming from a stranger it was
rather cuiting, {Cheers)) The slave-hoklers folt that when
slavery was denounced smong themselves, it wos not so bad, but
1st one of the slaves get loose, let him suinmon tho peaple of
Britain, and wmake known to them the conduct of the slave-
holders towards their slaves, and it cuts them to the guick, and
produces o scusation such a3 swould be produced by nothing else,
(Cheersy The power L exert now is romething like the powsr
that ia exerted by the man at the end of the lever; my influ.
enee now iy just in pro}mrtinn to the distance that I am from
the United States. My oxposure of slavery abroad will toll
more upon the hearts and conscienees of slave-hdlders, than if §
was attacking them in America, for almost overy paper that I
now receive from the United States comes teeming with state-
ments about this fugitive negro, calling him a  glib-tongued
scoundrel” (laughter), and saying that he is running out against
the inatitniions and people of Amerien. 1 deny tho charge, that
I am sayving n word against the institutions of America or the
people as such. What 1 have tosay is aguinst slavery and slave-
itoldm. I feol at liberty to speak on this subject. I have on
my back the marks cf the lash; I have four gisters and one bro-
thee now under the galling chain, 1 feel it my duiy to cry
sloud andl sparc not, (Loud chicers) 1 am not averseto having
thie zood opinion of my fellow-creatures, Iam notaverseto being
kindly regarded by all men, but T am bound even at ths hazard
of making a Iarge class of religionists in this country hate me,
oppose me, and malign me as they have done—1 am bound by
the mecra and tears and cntreatiea of thres millions of kneel-
ing hondsmen, to have no compromise with men wlho are in any
shape or form conneceted with the slaveholders of America.
(Refteinted cheers) I expone slavery in this country, becanze
to cxpora it i3 to kill i, Blavery iz one of those monsters of
darkncas to whom the light of trnth is death, Expose slavery,
and it dies. Light is to slavery what the heat of the sun i3 to
the root of a tree, it must die under it, All the slave-holder
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asks of me, is silence. Ho does not ask me to go abroad aad

teach i favour of slavery; he does not ask any one to do-that.

¢ would not gay that slavery is a good thing, Lut the best
under the circumstances, The slave-holderawant total darkness
on the suhjeet. They want the hatchway rhut down, that the
monster may craw! in his den of darkness, ¢rushing human
hopes and happiness, destroying tho bondman at will, and
kaving no one to reprove or rebuke him, Slavery shrinks from
the light, it hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lext
ita deeds shonld be reproved. (Cheers)) To tear off the mask
from this abominable ayatem, to expose it to the light of
heaven, aye, to the heat of thie sun, that it may burn and wither
1t out of existeuce, iy my ohject in coming io this country.
(Cheers) DBut I am here because certain individuals have scen
fit to come to this land, to misrepresent the character of the
abolitionists, misreprezent the character of the slaves, mis-
represent tho charmcter of the coloured people, and have
sought to furn off attention from the slave system of Amer-
ica. I am here to revive this attention, and to fix it on the
slave-holders.  What would 1 have you then to do? I would
have the church, in the firat place—23Methodist, Baptist, Congre-
gationalist, all persuasions—to declare, in their conventions,
associations, synods, conferences, or whutever be their ecclesl-
astical meetings, “no Christian fellowship with slave-holders.”
(Loud cheera)). I want tlic slave-holder surrounded, as by a wall
of anti-slavery fire, #0 that he may seo the condemnation of
himself and his system glaring down in letters of light. 1 want
him to feel that he has no sympathy in England, Scotland, or
Ircland ; that he hag none in Canada, none in Mexico, nouo
among the poor wild Indians ; that the voice of the civilized,
ayo, and savage world, is against him. 1 would have condem-
pation blaze down upon him in every dircction, till, stunned
and overwhelmed with shame and confusion, he iz compelled
to let go the grarp he holds upon the persons of his victims, and
restore them to their Yongz-lost rights., (Loud cheers)) Mere,,
then, is work for us all to do.  Let me say to the churches that
have spoken on the subjeet, I thank you with my whole heart.
I thank tho Lvangelical Allirnce, though I would ather they
had taken stronger ground, and not only have said, *“Slave.
holders shall not be invited,” but “Slave-holders shall not be
admitted.”* (Loud chieers) I am a great lover of musie, but 1
never heard pny music half so sweet to my earg, as the voice of
our president last night at another meeting,—the Temperance
meeting at Exeter-hall—where a molion was made to the fol
lowing cftect—¢ That this mecting learns with pleasure the de-
termination of the National Temperance Society to hold s
world’s conveuntion in August next. On that resolution, our

* Alas the Fvangelical Allinnce has sinee done worse.
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yxvorthy president said that the fifty pounda he was to give to
that society would be withheld if they admitied slave-holders
to thut convention. (Loud cheers) The fact is out: it has
gone careering across the Atlantic, and it will fall amidst slave-
holders like o bomb-shell, I have to say to those who have
spolien on the subjest, that they have not only my gratitude,
but the gratitude of the millions ready to perish. Dut I have
to say to you further, although you have done much, there is
nmuch more to be done. If you have whispered truth, whisper
no longer: speak as the tempest does—stronger and stronper.
Lt your voiees be heard through the press, through the pulpit,
in gii dircctions. Let the atmosplhere of Britain be such that
a slave-holder may not be able to breathe it. Lef hiin fecl his
lunos oppressed the moment he sleps on British soil,  (Loud
cneers,) Why should the slave-holder breathe British atmos-
vhere wien it is such as it is? (Hear, hear) 1 had heard of
Britain long before I got out of slavery., 1 had not heerd of 16
in the cloquent strains and cloquent language of Carran; but 1
had heard of the great truth embodied in that eloquent sentence
whicn proclaims that the moment & slave sets his foot on Bri-
tish soil his body swells beyond the measure of hischains—they
burst frem around him, and he stands redecmed, regererated,
disenthralied by the irresistible genjus of univerzal emanci-
paticn. (Loud chcers.)

One word about the ¥Free Church of Scotland, (Cheers.) The
facts ought to be stated. The Free Church of Scotland—do you
know wbat Church that is? 1 have been talking to a peopls
wio do not nced any cxplanation on the subject; for 1
have been in Scotland recently., About {wo years ago the
Free Church of Scotland senf a deputation to the United States,
compoxd of the Rev. Dr. Cunninghawm, Mr, Chalmers of
this city. Mr. Lewis of Dundee, My, Fergueson, and Dr. Burns,
for the purpose of explaining the disruption that occurred in
Scotland to the people of America, anid of roliciting pecuniary
2id to enable the Free Church to build churches and to pay their
ministers.  On reaching the United States, the deputation were
very early addressed by the committes of the American and
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, beseceling them in the most
Clristian and powerful manner not to go into the slave states
and solicit aid from slave-holders, not to take the price of bleod
to build free churches and pay free church ministers in Scot-
land. (fear, hear.) The deputation did not heed this advice;
they went aé the invitation of a slave-holder, Dr. Smythe, into
the slave gtntes. They were admitted into the pu]{ﬂts of slave-
holders; they were welcomed to the houses of slave-holders;
they cnjoyed all the hospitalitics and attentions that the slave.
holders were capable of showering upon them; and they took
the slave-holders’ money, or rother the moncy of which the
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alave-holders had robbed the slaves. (Hear, hear) They have
returned to Scotland, and have deliberately attemptied, and per-
severed in their attempt, to show that slavery in itself is not
inconsiatent with Christian fellowship. (Cries of * Shame 1” and
hisses) I hear a hiss. (“Net at you') I am used to being
hizsed in Scotland on this subject (laughter), for they do nos
likeme to state the thing in my own language. They have un-
dertaken to show, that neither Christ nor his Apostles, had any
objection to slave-holders being admitted to church fellowship.
They have undertaken to show, that the Apostie Paul in sending
Onesimus back to Philemon, sanctioned the relation of master
and glave. (Hear, hear) Their arguments on this question are
vain, being quoted in the United States by the slave-holding,
pro-slavery papers ngainst the abolitionists, and againat those
who are separating from the slave-bolder. (Hear) Now I have
to Lring certain charges sgaiust that deputation. I charge
them, in the first place, with baving struck hands in Christian
fellowship with men-stealers. (Cheers) I charge them, in the
xext place, with having taken the produce of human blood to
build free churches, and to pay free church ministers in Scot-
land. I charge them with having done this knowingly, {cheers),
they having been met by a remonstrance against such conduct
by the executive committee of the American and TForeign Anti-
Slavery Society. I have to charge them with going among
men-slealers, with a perfect knowledge that they were such.
{Cheers) I have to charge them with taking money that not
only wax stolen, but which they knew to be stolen. I have to
charge them, morcover, with going into a country where they
saw three millions of people deprived of every right, stripped
of every privilege, driven like brutes from time into eternity in
the dark, robbed of all that makes life dear, the marriage:insti-
tution destroyed, men herded together like beasts, deprived of
the privilege of learning to read the name of the God whe made
them ; and yet that deputation did not uiter a word of denun-
cistion against the man-stealer, or a word of sympathy, for these
poor, cutraged, long-negleeted people. {Loud cries of “Shame t™)
What I want the brethren of England to do is this; to tell the
Free Church of Scotland that they have done wrong. (lm-
mense cheers.) Christians of England ! we want you to say to
ihe Free Churel of Scotland, the words you have just heard —
o Senrl back the money” (Cheers)) TThey can never remon-
strate azainst the slave-holder while they hold onto the money ;
therefore they should send it back. I want you to aid my
fricnd, my cloquent friend, the slaves’ friend, Mr. (eorge
Thompson. {Loud cheers) My friend Mr. Thompson and
myself expect to leave early to-morrow for Scotiand ; we are
going there with few of the wealthy, few of the influential to

second our efforts.  We believe that it is the duty 21‘4 f;htz Free
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Chuxch of Scotland to send back the money. I belisve it is in
our power, under God, to induce a state of feoling In Scotland
which will demand the sending back of that money. We now
want your aid; we want you to raisc your voices and your
syinpathies. Lot us have your sympathy. Write, “Send
back the money.” Speak, “Send back the money.” Preach,
“Send back the mouney.” (Immense cheering) 1 believe
that the sending back of that money to the United States,
will do more to unrivet the fotters, to hreak the chains of
the bondaman, and to hasten the day of emancipation, than
yeary of leeturing by the mozt cloquent abolitionists,”” It would
produce such an effect, that it would scnd slavery ataggering to
its grave as if struck by the voice of Heaven, The truth is, the
slave-holders have now scarcely anywhere to lean. They leaned
arninst the northern states—the abolitionists have removed
their prop. They used to lcan 8 good deal on their religious
fullowship in England. 1t was once said to a person, “ You
come {rom Maryland:are you o slave-holder?” * Yes.,” “Then
you cannot come in.” (Cheers.) The Christian people of Eug-
land are beginning to sce the inconsistency of holding fellow-
ship with these men, and are breaking loose from them. The
United Secession Synod has declared unanimnously, that it will
no longer strike hands in Christian fellowship with the men-
gtealers in America. (Cheers) The Relief Synod, whose megt-
ing is now in session in Edinburgh, has come to the same
unanimous conclusion, (Cheers) The Evangelical Allisnce
has said, through Dr. Candish ene of the Free Church leaders,
that the slave-holders ought not to be invited. : I tell you sla-
very cannat live with al) these stabs, ¥ Send back the money—
send baek themoncy.” (Loud cheers)) If itis not inconsistent
with this meeting, aliow me to do what I have done in Scot-
Iazd, I want to have all the children writing about the sireets
#Send back the money.,” I want to have all the people saying
“Send back the money ;” and in order to rivet these words in
the minds of the audience, I propose that they give three cheers,
not hurrahs, but say “Send back the money.” (The vast
assembly spontancously complied with Mr. Douglas’s request.
The cffect produced was indescribable. Mr. Douglsss then sat
down amid reiterated rounds of applauze.)

Dr. Caxrnern then stood forward, and was received with loud
chiccrs, on the subsidence of which he said--The money—the
money-—the money—will be sent back, (Cheers.) Tho people of
England—of whom I look upon this meceting aa a fair gpecimen
—will demand that the money be sent back. (Chceers) The
ganple of England will hiave no fellowship with slave holders.

o small sum of the entire contributions raised by the lree
Church, was contributed by the people of this country, and if
the Evangelical Alliance reject the slave-holdor-—we reject the
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slave-noldors’ money. This money and ours shall not clink in
the same box, (Lioud cheers) Thoe Free Church, at this mo-
ment, is an object of interest to the civilized world, Dr. Chal-
mor's name is of itself apower, a tower of strength. Dr. Chalmers
hns said some of the best things sgainst slavery that mortal man
ever uttered ; and Dr. Candlish has done, if possible, even more
than he. I read a speech yesterday morning ; o speech worthy
of Ciccro or Demosthenes; a more glorious speech British {ype
never put together, and the British press never guve to man-
kind; it was the speech of George Thompson of Glaszgow.
(Cheers) T declare that when it was read to me my hair stood
on end. (IMear, hear) Ile has done many noble things; his
is o noble name in connexion with the anti-slavery movement,
and now Y¥rederick Douglass, the “ beast of burden,” the portion
of “goods and chattels,” the representative of three millions of
men, has been raised up! Shall 1 say the man, (chieers) if
there is & man ou earth, he is a4 man. (Cheers) My blood
boiled within me when I heard hizaddress to-night, and thought
that he had left behind Lim three millions of such men. The
Free Church made a noble strugele for what they call literty,
and they, of all mankind, ought to be the last to patronize
glavery., 'The Free Chureh will not do it; they do not mean to
do it; but they have got into a false position, and wonld give 2
world, if they had one, to sce a fair way of getting out of it.
The ¥Freo church ininisters are & body of noble men, and the
¥ree Church people are every way worthy of their ministry.
The sum itzelf is a trifle. [ believe they have received, after all,
only just cnough to poilute the glorious stream which from
hororable sources, has been poured into their treasury. To
what does it amount? o the paitry sum of 3,300, out of an
smount somewhere about 750,000 or 760,000{. (}ear, hear.)
Will they be losers by parting with thia 3,000. 1 If they could
only just succeed in a manly effort to cat their own unwise
words, to shift their position, they might soon extricate them-
gelves, Thev will, they must give it up. (Cheers) You have
given three cheers for the surrender of the money. In one of
the Scolch papers this man (Douglass), this mighty man, is
represented as going to the foot of Arthur’s Seat, with a spade,
and two fair Quakeresses as his companions, where he began to
carve out with the spade, on the green grass, very beautifully
“8end back the money.” (Laughter, and loud cheers) The
paper goes on to say, that he was apprised in the midst of the
philanthropic work that it wes a felony, and that he would be
at the tender mercies of a Mr, DBaillic Gray. 1 do not thiuk that
a man who has braved the fury of the slave-holder, would be
likely to tremble at the name of Baillie Gray., (Cheera, But
the matter must not end thus. We must sce more of this man
(cheers), we must have more of this man., Onc would have
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taken a voyage round the globe some forty years back-—espect-
ally since the introduction of steam—to have heard such an
exposure from thie lips of & slave, (Cheers)) It will bo an emn
in the individual nistory of the present agsembly. Our children
—our boys and girle—1 have to-night seen the delightful sym-
pathy of their hearts evineed by their heaving breasts, while
their eyes sparkled with wonder and admiration, that this black
man—this slave, had so much logic—so much wit—s0 much
fancy—so--much eloquence. IHo was something more than a
man aecording to their little notions, (Cheers) Then, I say,
we must hear him again.. We have got a ‘Furpnsa {o accomplish.
He has appealed to tha pelpit of England. The English pulpit
is with him. He hux appedled-to the press of England-—the
press of England is condueted by English hearts, and that press
will do him justice. About tern.days hence and hia second mas-
ter, who may well prize “such a picce of goods” (cheecrs), will
have the plearure of reading his burning words, and his
first master will bless himself that he has got quit of him.
(Laughter, and cheers.) We have to creste public opinion, or
rather, not to ercate it, for it is created already {cheers); but
we have to foster it; and when to-night I heard those magnifi-
cent words—the words of Curran, by which my heart, from
boyhood has oft-times been deeply moved-—Irejoice to think that
they embody an instinet of an Englishman’s nature. I heard, with
inexpressible delight, how they told on this mighty mass of the
citizens of the metropolis. (Cheers) Britain has now no slaves;
we can therefore talk to other nations now, as we could 'not
have talked 2 dozen years ago, {Hear, hear)) ! I want the whole
of the London ministry to meet Douglass. ‘(Cheera) For as
his appeal is to England, and throughout England, T should
rejoice in the idea of Cuaurchmen and Dissenters merging all
sectional distinctions in this ciuse.  Let us hiave apublic break-
fast. (Checrs)) Let the ministers meet him; let them hear
him ; let them grasp his hand ; and let him enlist their sympa-
thies on behalf of the slave. (Cheers) Let him inspire them
with abhorrence of the man-stealer—the slave-holder. No slave-
holding American shall ever eross my door. (Loud cheers.)
No slave-holding or slavery-supporting minister shall ever pol-
lute my puipit. (Renewed cheers) While I have a tongue to
speals, or a hand to write, 1 will, {0 the utmost of my power,
oppose these slave-holding men. (Cheers) We must have
Douglass amongst us to aid in fostering public opinion. The,
great conflict with ‘slavery must now take place in America ;
and while they are adding other slave states to the Union, our
business is to step forward and help the abolitionists there.
(Cheers)) It is a pleasing circumstance that such ahody of men
has ricen in America, and, whilst we hurl our thunders against
her glavers, let ws wmake a distinetion between those whoe advo-

253



POBLIC MEETING

cate slavery and those who oppose it. {(Hear, hear) George
Thompson has been there. (Cheers) 'Thiz man, Frederick
Douglass, has been there, and has been compalled to flee.
(Cheers)) 1 wish, when he firat sct foot on our shores, he had
mado & solemn vow, and said—*“ Now that I am free, and in
the sanetuary of freedom, I will never return il I have scen
the cmancipation of my country completed)” (Cheers) He
wants to surround these men, the slave-holders, as by & wall of
fire; and he himself may do much towards kindling it. Let
him trayel over the island, east, west, north; and south, cvery-
whero diffusing knowledge and awakening principle, till the
whole nation beeome o body of petitioners to Americu. (C'hcars.c{
He will, he must do it.  He must for a season inake England
his home. He must send for his wife. (Immense cheers) He
must send for his children, (Renewed checrs.? I wont to sce
the sons and daughters of such a sire, (Loud cheera) We, too,
must do something for him and them worthy of the English
name, (Cheers) 1 do not like tho idea of a man of such men.
tal dimensions, such moral cournge, and all but incomparable
talont, having his own small wants, and the wants of a distant
wifo and children supplied by the poor profits of his publication,
the sketch of his life. Let the pamphlet be bought by tens of
thousands. But we will do something more for him, shall we
notl (Loud ecries of “Yes, yes.") I know you will. (Cheers.)
He is going to Scotland, and (George Thompson is going with
him, (Cheers) QGeorge Thompeon's name in Scotland i3
mighty. (Hear, hear.) I am continually in the reeeipt of papers
from Scotland, and I find that there is a preparation going on
there for a glorious struggle. The Free Church is now met;
and these men are on their way with the tongue of truth and
the torch of cloguence. {Cheers.) The Old Church, the Bond
Church, over which the Free Church obtained such a triumph,
are Thompsonites to a man, and they join in the cry, “Send
back the money,” (Checrs) The “Residuary Church,” the
“Boudsmean' the ¢ Erastians,” that it was said would “ do any
thing for bread and butter,” have now had an opportunity
afforded them for the recovery of their popularity, and they will
not neglect it; and while they are doing their part admirably,
the whole of the Dissenters are with George Thompson,
(Cheers) It only remnaing that we pazs 8 resolution of thanks
to Frederick Douglass, the slave that was, the man that is!
He that was covered with chains, and that is now being covered
with glory, and whom we will send back a gentleman, (Cheers.)
The resolution I have to movs is this:—

““That the cordial thanks of this, mecting be presented to
Frederick Douglaes, the reprezentative and advocate of three
miliions of American slaves, whose deplorable condition, both
in law nnd practice, whilst it reflecis the decpest disgrace on
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the republican institutions and Christisn professions of tho
United States, eoxeites in the heart of every friend of humanity
and freedom the liveliest sympaibhy and commiseration. And
further, that this meeting would encourage the noble baud of
abolitionists of every political party and religious denomination
in the United Stntea to unite in one common; vigorous, and
presevering effert to promote the entire abolition of the system
of slavery which unhappily prevails among them.”

Stch i3 the resolution ! have tho hionour to move, and I ek
teemn 1t ono of the greatest felicities that has ever ‘occurred to
me in my public life.  (Long continued cheers.) ~

G. W, Arvexanpeg, Esq., in seconding the resolution, said— I
shall scarcely do more than express my cordial appraval of the
motion that has been made, 1sball, however, venture to say that
I entirely agree in the sentiment expresscd by Joseph Sturge
vesterday, that as a friend of the Temperance Society I can have
nothing to do with any conference to which a glave-holder shall
be admitted. (Cheers) I will give filty pounds towards that
convention, but I will not sit with slave-holders and men-steslers,
(Cheers) The cvils of slavery have heen expaosed so fully by the
eloquent slave you have heard, that it would bo vain toattempt
tu urge the subject further upon you. I will, however, recall one
or two facts to your attention to which he has not adverted, and
which appear of considerable interest and importance. He has
not allided to the fact, that not morely is the slave liable to lose
his life for atteinpting to escape, but the white man for assisting
him in it is algo liable to death. An individual was sentenced
by a person making a high profession of religion for this al
leced erime, and it was only by the sympathy expressed in re.
solutions sent from this country to America that that sontence
was not cxecuted. (Hear, hear) The very faet that slavery
exists in Columbia, is a proof that the whole of the United
Siates are implicated in that system, becanse the Federal Go-
vernment has power over it, and yet the slave market exists in
the very capital of America. Not only is this the case, but in
the canital not merely are the slaves forbidden to be taught to
read, but even the free people of color. Thishasbeen stated by
one of the deputation of the Free Church that went {0 Ameriea.
The same member also states, that it was his lot on more than
one occasion, to travel with slaves who were being taken to the
far sonth, and were, in all human probability sepnarated for over
from their wives and children,

The resolution wos then put, and carried by loud acelnination.

Joun Sconry, Esq., briefly scconded the resolution, which was
put and carried amid long-continued cheers.

Groree Tooxrson, Bsq., being loudly called for, then ruse and
said—I did not anticipate so very satisfactory a teymination, as
I suppose I may regard this resolution to be, of tha procezdings
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of to-night. I expecled-—what all who knew my friend Ired-
erick Douglass expected, when attending-a lecture delivered by
him—a very high intellectual treat; but I did not expect {hat
there would emanate from this meeting the resolution which
you bave so unanimously and so enthusisstically adopted. You
have done well; you have done a good part In this vast meet-
ing, by thus bearing your testimony against the error commit-
ted by the Freo Church of Scotland in receiving contributions
from the slave states of America. A word in behalf of the peo-
pie in conacction with that church. 'The fucts of the case are
these:—The money being received by the deputation, brought
home by them, and appropriated by those who have the manage-
ment of the affuirs of the Free Chureh, there does ‘exist in the
minds of the deputation, and their intimate friends in the Free
Church, a very streng disinclination to send the money back.
They had committed themseclves before the agitation of the
question in Scotland to any great extent. When it was spoken
of in the newspapers, a defence was set up of the course the de-
putation had pursucd, and it became necessary. as the opposi-
tion grow stronger, to utter this defence over and over again,
till, unbappily, some of the most distinguished and illustrious
men connected with that church were so deeply committed by
the reiterated expreasion of their opinion, that I do not know
that a more hopeless task could be imposed upon any indivi-
uals in the world than was imposed upon them, to recant their
opinions and record the return of the money. The people of the
Free Church are with you, They are remonstrating with
their ministers, and they are leaving their churches. (Cheors.)
The majority of the minisiers of that church are with us,and I
do believe that if Dr. Chalmers were to rise in the assembly
of tho Free Church and propose the sending back the money,
with tearm of joy in the court below, and in the gallery above,
they would wnanimously bless him for his act, and rejoice that
the church was restored to the charucter she enjoyed ere that
money was brought to their treasury., (Hear, hear) But still
I have seen no indication of any disf:osition on the part of these
leading ministers to give way. They have argued upon the
questinn, written upon it most subtly, and Dr. Candlish, in a
deliverance he prepared for the assembly, endeavoured to argue
that there is a distinction between the system and the men,
and whiic he has denounced the system, he has preserved the
men; I do not see how, without a frank acknowledgment of
crror, they can undo what they have done. (Hear, hear) Buat
they 1nust restore the money, or witness a rent in the church.
(Cheers.)  People come {0 us, literally weeping over the error
that has beon committed by the deputation. They are singing
aongs in the streets of Scotland, ¢ Send back the money.”
(Choors)  They are writing on the wallsof the Free Churches,
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“3end back the woney.” (Cheers) And when a gentleman
with & black coat and o white neckerchief passes through the
streets, a little child whispers, ¢ Sead back the money.” (Lioud
cheera) The money must go back, or that event will take
place to which I have referred. There has been on2 wish ex-
pressed by Dr. Campbell, which 1 desire most earnestly that
you should remember. Privileged to emjoy the friendship of
Frederick Douglass, T know that Dr. Camapbell touched a tender
chord when he referred to the faet of his scparation from his
wife and children. It was only the night before last that he ex-
pressed to me, and he konew not that I should inentioun it, his
deep uncasiness, his restlessness, his inability to enjoy the kind.-
ness he evérywhero experiences, while separated from those
who to him are all the world ; and his determination to pack up
and be ofi; aud endeavour, by some means or other, to roturn
with them, that he might, in freedom and happiness, have about
him in this country those whom he loves. He has not got
rich by making epeeches ; but this I know, and I speak it to his
credit, he has pursued a most independent course inf this country.
(Cheers.) He has shown any thiug but o desire to turn hia
grreat abilitics for the advocacy of this cause to his own account.
(Hear, hear) He is willing to spend and to Le spent, and I do
trust that we shall be of opinion that he shall not be permitted
to live alone in this land ; and indeed, I do not know that his
children are safe. You know the appplication of these remarks,

Jouy Scosrr, Lsq., here roge, and announced s donation of
five pounds towards sending for Mrs. Douglass and her children ;
which was followed by loud cheers. | .

The Crarnyaw rose and ssid—The question of bringing over
Frederick Douglass's wife and family, is onc on which, both as
to the time and manner, you would, I know, wish to consult
his feelings. I have just been askingz him whether he would’
prefer going for them, or they should be sent for at once? He
says he should prefer the latter. My friend, G. W. Alexander,
kas authorised me to say he will give twenty pounds towards
this objcct, and I shall have pleasurcin doing the eame, Cheers.

Several other donations werc then announced: and it was
stated that gpecial subseriptions for this object would be re-
ccived by Mr. Alexander, in Liombard-street, and at the Anti.
Slavery-office,

Gronge Tuoxrsox, E3q., said that the couvso which had just
been pursued, would not only have the cffect of making their
friend happy in the society of those whom lic loved, but they
could scarcely furnish stronger demonstration of their efforts
on behalf of the slave, than by making this kingdom the
asylum of this man and his family, and by subseribing the
meonns of bringing them amongst them.

The meeting then separated.
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