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John Hancock, Eiquire,

GOVERNOR of the Commonweartn of MASSACHUSFETTS,

A PROCLAMATION

For a Day of Public FASTING, HUMILIATION and PRAYER.
HERE AS it hath been the Pradtice of thc People inhabit-

ing the Territory of this Commonwealth, from their firft Scetlement, at this Sea-

fon of the Ycar, unitedly to acknowledge their entire Dependence on the Su-

PREME Brixg, and to humble themfelves under a Senfe: of their utter urworthi-

nefs of his Favours, bv Reafon of their Tranfgreflion ; and whercas the Practice
appears to have a Tendency to cultivate the Fear of Gop, and a due Regard to nis Laws :

I HAVE THEREFORE THOUGHT FIT, by, and with the Advice of the
Couxcir, to appoint, and I hercby do appoint, IHURSD AY, the L renth Day of .pri/ next, to be
obferved throughout this Commonwealth, as a Dav of folemn FAS1ING, HUMILIATION and
PRAYLR :—Calling upon Minifters, and People of every Denomination, to aflemble on that Day,
in their refpective Congregations ; that with true contrition of Heart we may confefs our Sins ; refolve
to forfake them, and implore the Divine forgivenefs, through the Merits and Mediation of JESUS
CHRIST, our Saviour—Humbly fupplicate the Supreme Ruler of the Univerfe to profper the Ad-
miniftration of the Federal Government, and that of this Commonwcalth, and the other States in the
Union ; enduing them with Firmnefs, Wifdom, Unanimity and Public Spirit ; and leading them in their
refpcéhve public Councils, to fuch Determinations as fhall be adapted to Promote the great end of Go-
vernment i—The Welfarc and Happinefs of the People :—To reftore and maintain Peace in our Borders :
Continue Health among us, and give us Wifdom to improve 1iis Bleflings, for s Glory, and our own
Gaood :—To fmile upon our Agriculture, and mercitully prevent the diminifhing the Fruits of the Farth
by devouring Infelts, unfeafonable Weather, or other _]udgmcnts that fo our Land may abundantl
ync‘d its Increafe :— That 11& would protect and profper our Navigation, Trade, Fifhery, and all the Works
of our Hands :—To confirm and continue our invaluable Religious and Civil Liberties :—To profper
the Univerfity, and other Seminaries and Means of Iducation :—To caufe Induftry, Frugality, and all
Moral and Chriftian Virtucs to prevail among us :—To blefs the Allics of the United States, and par-
ticularly to afford his Almighty Aid to the Freneh Nation, and ftill Guide them into fuch Meafures, as
fhall tend effectually to eftablith a Government founded upon Reafon, Juftice, and the Welfare of the
People.—And ﬁnally to over-rule all the Commotions in the World, to the fpreading the truc Religion
of our Lord Jesvs Curist, in its Purity and Power, among all the People of the Farth.

And I do earneftly rccommcnd that all unncceflary Labour and Recreation may be fuipended on

the faid Day.

GIVEN at tlc Covncin-Craneer, 17 Bofton, the Fourth Day of Marcu, in the Year of our LORD, Ouc Thoufend Seven
Hund:od and Ninety-Three, and in the Seventeenth Year of the Independence of the Uniced States of AVMERICA !

JOHN HANCOCK.
By His Excelloncy's Command,
aith the Advice and Confent of the Councrr, J OHN AVERY, jun. Sccrcta.‘y.
G O D fave the Commonwealth of M A SSACHUSETTS !
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