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By the C O U N C I L and House of REPRESENTATIVES,

A PROCLAMATION
For a Day of Fafting and Prayecr.

ORASMUCH as it hath pleafed ALmienty G O D, that the Inhabitants of this Land fliould be involved in the Calamities of ¢
F civil WAR, which has already brought on the Difmemberment of the UNITED-STATES from the Britith Empire. AND wHERZas,

the unjuft Heflilities of our Encmics and their lnvafion of our public Rights, Franchifes and Libertics have neceffitated the laft tre-
mendous Appeal toXeaven ; it becomes us, while our Caufeis now with GOD, in a United Manner to caft down Ourfelves before
his Throne with the moft lowly proftration of Soul, that filled with a humbl'ng felf-abafing Senfe of our Impurity and Uaworthinefs, and
overwbelmed with the Senfe of his Purity, Holinefe, and Glory, we may reter Ourfelves, our Country, and the Decifion of our momenteus
Caufe, with the meft profoand fubmiffion to his rightcous, equitable and juft (thouzh moft awful)Sovercignity- ; rejoieing that the Dire®ion
and Centroul of all Events and the Dominien of all Worlds refide in unerring and confummate Benevolence. And although we are inno-
cent of any Violation of public Honor or breach of Compaét withithe parenc flate, and its reigning Prince, {ufficient, according to the Laws
of Nature and Nations, te lcgitimate the heavy Scverities and unexampled Cruelties of Great-Britain : Yet fo attrocious have been our Visla-
tions of the Divine Law, and foaggravatcd our Tranfgrefiions in the fight of Hravea, that it becomes usdzeply to humble Qusfelves before
the Sovereign of the Univerfe, to acknowledge the Juftice and Holinefs of his Goverament evea in utterly deftroying vs, much more in fub-
JeQing us o the Lofs of that Liberty we have abufcd,_ or otherwile cxccuting his Judgments and Vengeance l):y whatever Intruments he
pleafeth, fuffering the Love of Brethren to be turned into Hatred, and their Wrath to be kindled iato a deveuring Flame, that they ma
thereby become the nintual Chaftifers of each others Apoftacy. AND wrEREAs, there are fundry importaat Enterprizes and Defigns of va
ublic"Moment and Confequence now in Agitation and foon to be ditermined, which require great Deliberation, Wifdom 2nd Council, ie
gecom us as a religious People to cany thefe weighty Concerns to e GOD of cur FATHERS, and accompany them with our United Sup-
plication and moft fervent Importunity at the Throne of Grace.  Axp wurreas, there arc fome particular Sins prevalent at the prefent Day
which efpecially call for Humiliarion, Repentance, and Amendment, as we would hope for the Removal of public Judgments, a final Vikory
in the prefent Warfare, and the firm Eftablithment of our Liberty, Ind:pendence and Tranguitity,

E Have therefore thought fit, and do hereby appoint THURSDAY tue SIXTEENTH DAY of APRIL next, to be ebferved and
W kept as 2 Day of FASTING anp PRAYLER throughout this STATE ; Horeby exhorting all, both Minifters and People, to affem-

blc at their refpe@ive Places of Worfhip, and with Humility to attend the $.lemnitics of a day of PRAYER and SUPPLICATION -

Recommending it to all, to confider and lament the c1ying Sinsand Abominatizns fer which our Land meurns, each one to re-
view his own finfulncfs, to meditato on the powerful Motives of Repentanzc and Refarmation, and to implore Forgivenefs through the Me-
rits of Jesus CurisT ; to fupplicate the Bleflings of Heaven upon our Agticuleure, dMannfa&ures and Commerce, and upoa all the Labour of
our Hands, befecching GOD to order the feafons in Mercy, give us fuitable Sced Time, and Harvett, ive us Hezlth in our Habications, and
crown the Year with his Goodnefs: And while the confpicuous Tekens of the Divine Prefence with us in the Succefs and ViRories gran-ed
us ought to confirm our unfhaken Confidence inthe fupreme Prote&or, it is hercby recommended to all to unite in fupplicating the Continu-
ance of the Blefling and Smiles of Heaven upon our public Affuirs, cfp-cially upon the O.curences, Tranfattions and Events of the enfui
Campaign, that GOD would intpirc and animate us mare and morcin the glorivus Caufe of Liberty, and carry us triumphantly through the
the vaft Defigns and ardeus Enterprizes of the prefent Day @ ¢.at GOD wuld impart Wifd \mi to thote who are intruited with the Condu®
of our political Affuirs in every departinent, that he would diret the Councils of the General Conoress, aid the Legiflatures of the Unitas
Stavss; that HE would blefsand fucced our Fleetand Army ; that HE wanld continue t5 pour down true Greatnefs of Mind, Firmnefs,
Wifdom, and every Military Virwue into the Breaft of the General and Commander in Chief of the Avrkican Hosvs, 2and prote® his im-

ortant Life, that GOD would pcur down Intrepidity, Fostiiuiie, and Vaburinto the fevera: Gencerals, and O.liers of every fubordination and

into the whole Body of the Troops, preferve their Health, cover tlieir Heads inthe Day of Battle, and crown them with Vidtory and Triumph :
That GOD would preferve and ftrengthen that wonderful Union which we humbly truft has been excited by the Energy and Influcace of
Heaven : and that lefler Differences may be fivallowed up in extended and patriotic Views, and ®ill mo.e particularly, that GOD weuld be
pleafed to vouchfate his peculiar Influcnce, Guidance, and Ll fling with Refpeé to the PLAN OF CONFEDERATION now forming, that
no Seeds of future Tyranny may cnter into it ; that finding the Corgxess annual, its Powers defined and afcertained, its Members fubje& 1o
the Inftru@ions of their Conflituents, and revocable at Plealure, the feparate an | independent Sovereigaity of each State being fecured both
for intcrnal Government and repelling external Injury, the People ar farge may rett fatidficd in the Wifdom and Safety of the CONFEDE.-
RACY ; and that being eftublithcd by ConcRrEss upon the public Viice and Concurrence ot the feveral Legiflatures, it may by the Blefliag
of GOD compleat our InpepexneNcy, and render it permancnt and glorious 5 with fervent Prayer to Aumicnty GOD for his Blefling
upon this 8tate in the important Werk of forminga PLax or Goversni: v, by giving his People one tieart to afiemble in Convention by
Reprefentatives delegated from the feveral Towns throughout the State, jranin 7 hi- Profence and Dire&ien with the Convention, enablin
them with Unien, Harmony and Wifdom to devife, iaveftigate, and conttiuét fuch a Policy, and P.an of Government, as being remitted to the
feveral Towns may approve itfelf to the Judgment and Acceptance of the Public, and {U by the Autherity of the Peo; dc of the 8tace, receiv-
ing a final Eftablifthment, may lay the Foundation of a happy, civil, Adminittratica, and of the lading fecurity of all our Libertics, Rights,
and Immunities, civil fecular, and religious ; uniting our Repuctts aethe Throne of Giace for the Effufion of the Spirit of GOD upon the civil
Magiftracy of this 8tate, upon the Churches, upon the Schouls and feats of Learninyg, upon the Mcaas and Eadcavers ufed for the Propaga-
tion of the Gofpel among Heathen, and unchnftanized Nations ; that the rightful Kinsdom of our Lord Jisus Curist being eftablithed to
the Ends of the Earth, all Nations may be refcued from Tyranny, and the whole Werld be happily recovered to the permancat Enjoyment
of Peace, Liberty and Virtue.

And all fervile LABOUR and RECR LA T O N are forbidden on faid Day.

Dated at E X E T E R the cleventh Day of March, Anno Doraini. One thoufand feven hundred and fev e nty-eight,
andin thefecond Yearof A M L RICAN INDEPLENDENCOCY,

) PRESIDENY
M- ‘VEARE’ THR COUNCI‘;:

E. THOMPSON, Secretary. | : :
GOD save THE UNITED-STATLES or AMERICA.

E X E T E R, New-Hamesnirs: Privisp s ZECHARIAH FOWLE, 1778,




