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L U K E x. 18. 
, . , -
THE LORD HATH SENT ME-TO PREACH DI'; 

• 

:t.IVERANCE TO THE CAPTIVES • 
• 

.. E HOY .A H "alh en' If) I, • 

tlJp'i'Ues a• It is not neccffary to be . captive 
. to difcov-cr the of fuch a declaration as this: 

it isfuflicient to be a fI,' '.. captivity. 
l'he; ews fufFered.' by· the fate'" war. '. 

. 'a forei gil viB:or-'reClucea:- ' . 
arid thirty ihoufand free citi~ensto a c~ndition 
flaveryc. . The king,. only in the· • , .year 
of his age when faults defervc' pity . . , than 
blame" was ftripped of all the cnngns, . h!s dig- .. 
nity, and put in chains. His mother in the de­
cline of life, 'and: his wives in the bloom of . it, all 

• 

fits, and dejeCtion of countenance, (hared his.' cruel 
reverfe of fortune. His officers civil and mi.li~ryt', 
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his craftfmen and artificers followed in tmin, and 
all at the will of the conqueror went into the hope­
leis condition of naves, fume to pri{on, lome to 
unproduc)'ive fel'vitudc, and fome to death. No 
humane iiJccCator of fl1C~l a, complicated calamity 
can help feeling a jl1il: indignation at the tyrant 
I11ixing with cOJ11palIion for the naves: for what 
had the king of Babylon to do with the fins of 
the Jews? 

A proclamation of liberty to captives, then, 
meets the wHIles of both ruiTerers and 11)ecta .. 

..,l 

tors, and grates only on the ears of a tyrant who 
makes Daves, and' maIlers who hold them in fer­
viwdc. Such ,is the' declaration of the text, and 

• 

only one circl1mt1ance obfcures the glory of it. 
When a Cyrus' pubiifi1es his refolution to li­
berate captives, the world inllantly gives him 
credit for finccrity,. and applaufe .fo~his genero .. 
fity: but the text is the language of JCfllS, a poor 
n)an. This, however, in the prercnt' cafe, is np 
objeaioll; becaufe if a' poor man can difcover a 
n:Jethod by which the ju(t maxims of amonarch, 
which are only local.and temporary, may be ren-

.......... der<=g. tlniy~rfaLandperpetual, his birth and fra­
tion are of no conleqllcnce, his wifdom is all in all, 
and' his Janguage is ,reputed, as it ought to ,be, the 
voice of nature, the rcaron of all mankind. The 
faa i~: Je(us was a man, and the friend of m:ln'~ 
and the propofal in the text was not the inefficient 

. wilhof an ordinary citizen, but,:the faber pl:1n of 
onc,who knew how t~ carry his ddign . into effect. 
t-le did not, indeed, .e~11ip: armies, appoint gene­
rals,. or even acquaint monarchs with,.his intention: 
he' did not immediately remonLh~lte .againft the 
injufiice of flaveholders, nor did he rOliie the paf-
, . . ' ilons 

• ..... J ....... 

• 

, 

, 

• 

• 

• 



, 

, 

5 , 

• 

{ion..; of .their n~wes:" but he informed Ll few difin­
terdled lovers of mankind of il few t~lCrs, which he 
fu)'cfaw would 111ake thtil' way, and nowly but cer­
tainly fubvcrt the whole fyllcl1l of navcry'; facts 
which, whenever the Oavcboldcr fhollld come to 
know them, would compel him cy his own convic­
tions to .. eleafe his nave; and faCts, which as foon as 
the nave {hould comprehend, wov.J.~ prepare him to 
bear an advance from the iervile condition of a. 
beaU: into the di8nity of:l man. 

, 

Let us feh~C1: from the gofpel- of Jefus three 
doctrines, and lct us :lddrefs the firfl: to a nave 
apart ': the iecond to a navcholder apart: and the 
tbird to both maners, and naves: and, although 
it be in this ftage of the bllfinefs mere theory, yet 
let us examine what praCtice, if there be no unfore .. 
'feen obftacles, the theory mull: naturally produce. 

The Lord J erus taught the dignity of malt as an 
,intelligent ~nd immortal. being: a true fad, but , 
till then wholly unknown, to naves,' and, very im­
perfectly, if at all, to their maiters.He apdreffed 
men as capable of knowing and. enjoying intellec­
tual, pleatures, and he reported' facts. naturally , 
adap~ed to excite and exerCifethe .. 1atc:ntppwer.s_oC __ _ 
the mind. He fhewed that man muil: live in a fu­
ture {bte to reap the reward of his virtues, or to 
fuffer the_puniQlment of his crimes. I-le ipQke ot 
him as a creature of worth, and according to his 
dtimate a fingle foul is of more value.rhana whole 

, world of unintelligellt n1atter. it is natural to Jup­
pore that a nave informed of the dignity of his na~ 
ture muLl rife in value in his own, account, become~ 
in his own eyes a man of natqral c9:1[equence equal, 
with his lord, and feel himfelf infpired with that 
nobJe. pride of 'natur.e wbi(':h, di~linguilhes ~nd di§~ 

, 
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nifies the free. From under the depreffion of na~ 
very, liaving heretofore known no more of himfelf 
than of his maller's camel, that he had fenfual appe. 
tites, the nave fhould feem to "flruggJe into new 
cxifl:ence, afpire to the diftinClions of a man,' the 
pleafurcs of an intelligent being, the joy of know­
ing God, the practice of virtue, and the profpea: 
of immortality. In abfolute fervitude a man hath 
every thing to fear and nothing to hope, and his 
{piries fink, till, having no profpecr, and no ufe for 
hope, his fenfual appetites at' the fame time conti .. 
nuing to empJoyhim? he forgets his dignity, and' 

. (eafes to re~lon like a m~n: 'but by admitting the 
fact: taught by Jefus Chrift, the foul of this funken 
nave takes a contrary direction, rifes ennobled into 
its' proper flate, and enters firO: on the felicity of 
fpeculating moral excellence, then proceeds to the 

, pleafure of doing good, 'and next advances to the 
. deJight of profpect, where no bounds are fet to the 

eye, and where blifs extends beyond all he can alk, 
or think., " , , 

Jefus taught the, true charaCter of God: that 
there was a God: that there was but one: that he 

. . was a F athe~ ~"-4 __ ~~~~~i~v~rf~_hisfamily : that his 
--::--u~care-exfenaea over an his works, the moll incon-

JiderabJe creatures not e~cepted: that he com .. 
paffionated the moO: wretched, and was ready to 
torgive the moil: wicked: th~t a return to duty 

. a return to mercy: and that eternal glory was 
the reward of as many as copied his wife and juft 
adOliniLlration, for he was a Father in heaven, wilD 

his fun to rife on Ihe evil and the good, and fenl 
his rai" 011 the juft an~ In t~e unjuft: that in a fu-
ture flate he would call all men to account, and 
"~dmic of no dHlindions- except ~hofe of jQft and 

. u~uft: 

, 

• 

, 

• 

• 
, . 

, 

, 

" 

• 

• 



, 

. ' 
• 

llnjuft: that juiice he would' eternally protea, 
and injuftice for ever ,punifh. The fyftem of a 
flaveholder is a contraft to all this: his government 
is not founded in juftice: his maxims of,obtaining 
and employing, rewarding and punifhing his fel­
low creatures, far from tending to equalize, intro-

. duce, and fu port the moft horrible of all diftinc- .' 
tions, and 0 three equal men make one an abfo­
lute flave, "a fecond an inhuman talk mafter, dnd 
the third a'la lefs tyrant above controul. Bring 
this ftately flaveholder acquainted with, the' Su­
preme Being, more maller of him than he of his 
flave: enlighten his mind with the knowledge of 
God, and it fhould feem the moment he approves 
of the divine perfections he mull abhor Iiisown 
depravity~ blufh at his diffimilitude to the original 
beauty, and caft about in his mind how to reftore 
his llaves to their juft and ~atural rights. , 

Jefus taught the nature· and the indifpenfible ne­
ceffity of Izo/inejs • . In his. gofpel holinefs is in ge­
neral conformity to God, to Goa and not to rites. 
and ceremonies; lJe ye tlte childrefl, the ,refem-" 
blances ()f y()ur Father: and in particular it is the . 
poffeffion -of-fllch-difpofitions-as conftitute-·order ,'- _. _ ... 
and are neceffarily produaive ~rhappinefs. Happy . 
art Ihe rich, the powerful: No: Happy are Ille . 
pure in Itellrt ; happy are the humble; happy are the .. 
JIlild; happy are the merciful, for thofe lhall fte·~ 
God, and thefe lhall tJIJlain • The doCtrine' 
of Jefus is: that fuch a fimilarity to God is. abfo­
lutel necelfary to the hope of pleafing and enjoy-
ing . : that it· impoffible. to. filbftitute any 
dling in its ftead: that without this conformity all 
pretenfions to the charaCter of Chriftian are delu.­
five and vain, frauds which may be a while (on-

~ cealed, 
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cealed, but which im p:utial jufiice llJU!l: in the end 
expole to tbe eternal glory of the rectitude of God, 
and to the evedall:ing difgrnce of wicked men. 
Such doCtrine, addrelTed to a company of nav.es and 
flaveholclers, it Ihould teem, mufl: convince the , 

martel' that the connection between (hewing mercy 
and obtaining mercy is ju[l and natllral, that if he 
fhewed no mercy he ought not to hope tor any, 
anti the (lave that to be good is the noblcf1: end of 
being free. ' 

Theory [;lYS: tidings fuch as their, committed 
by Jefl1s to his difciples to be pubEfhed to every 
creature in all nations, ought, a'iTuredly, to PI'OdllCC 

efFeCts when they reach the ears of Oaves U. They 
actually did '10, and n.tVcS became members of the 
firll: Chriitian churches. ... 

• 

. Let us follow this doctrine into a land of flavery 
in order to dilcover the operation of it in the minds' 
and manners of the inhabitants. in Attica alone, 
it is [aid, . there were only twenty or thirty thoufand 
freemen, . and· they held in fervitude four hundred 
thoufand ilaves. Every Chriftian teacher went to 

, proclaim liberty to theie captives: but this in fuclt 
:~-~ a-country was a moftdifficultanddelicateenter­

prize. It originated in juftice, and was replete 
'with mercy: but where human depravity hath ar­
rived at a certain pitch, to introduce juitice and 
mercy is the mOIT hard and. hopelefs of all under-

. tak~ngs. Slaves are the wealth. of their mafl:ers, 
~nd to emancipate them is to transfer their pro. 
perty. Slaves keep up the rank of their matters, 
and to elevate the one is to degrade the oiher clafs~ 
The' execution, therefore, of the Saviour's plan, 

d Mark xvi. 15- Mat. xxviii. 19' 
, 

• requireu 
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rc'quired the ,ptLldent, application ,of wife and well 
judged: meafuresJo as', not, toj~jure private pro­
perty, nO,t ,to difturb ,civil: order, not to expofe 
Chriftianity t9' the fcandal,of fedition; ,not to ob­
fcure the glory, of a kingdom not of this; world, 
and yet fo as, to procur~ ,effectual, deliverance, to 
captives, "mple indemnity to their maffers" and' , ' 
fuperior advantages to frates. If a given number 
ot naves be an equal number of ehemies, the ftate 
gains by the emancipation of them,;~ and if the con­
iCious rettitude of the action be' an ample indem­
nity to him .who makes reftitution of lmjufl: gain, 
the maller is indemnified when he'makes the nave 
free. " 

It is granted, the cafe was difficult, but it is af. 
firmed, the apofl:les were' equal to the, talk, and 
the pririlitiv~ Chriftians under ,their" prudent di~ 
reC1:ion conduCted the bufinefs fo as to adorn ,the 
doCtrine of; their; Saviour, and to demonftrate the 
excellence of the, Chriftian ,religion. Three pofi"'\ 
tions feem to, cont~in the. fyftem of the primitive 
churches in regard to Gaves.· ." " 

Firft. , .. The primitive Chriftian, flavehoJqers did 
notjor.(e,their naveS. to, profefs,the Chriftian ,reli~ 
gion., ~'Fhat(omeprimitive~Chriftians~wereflave~, ___ _ 
holders is, dear. from this paffage : Let as .many 
iervants as, ar~"under the yoke (thefewereflaves) 

, count their own' mafters 'worthy of all, honour. 
And they ,that have bel;,'Ving. n1flilers, let, them' not 
defpife .them .becaufe they are '.brethren, ,but rather 
do them feryice becaufe they are:fai/~ful and be­
loved,' partakers ,of.: .the '.benefit c •. : Philemon 'of 
Colo1fe: was a .m~fter, of this kind. ' He had aflave 

, 

e J Tim. vi. J) 2. 
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named Onefimus. This man defrauded his malter, 
quitted his fervice, and' fled to Rome. There by 
fome means he became acquainted with Paul, who 
inftrueted him, and . either baptized him, or caufed 
him to be baptized into the profeffion of a Chrif. 
tian. Then he returned him to his mailei' with a 
letter, of which t~efe words are a part: I befeech 
thee for ~ fln Onefimus, whom 1 have begotten 
in my bonds f. The powet of PhiJemonover hig 
nave had always been abfoJute, but it was PauJ, 
not Philemon, who initiated dnefimus, for con­
verfion was then confidered an effect of argument, 
and not of dominion. On this account the apoftlc 
called Onefimlls his lon, for by baptifm he had 
brought him into the Chriftiatl world. 

. "Even Pagan mafters did not force their naves td 
profefs Paganifm: on ·the contrary, they thought 
their prefence polluted the worlhip. It was for 

. very different reafons that Pagans and Chri!tians 
, did not force naves to profefs religion, and· when 

the apoftles exhorted Chriftian Oaves to count 
, their Pagan mailers worthy 01 all honour, perhaps 

this might" be one reafon, they left their naves to 
their~ own refleCtions in matters of' relig~~n, and 

. they, ~igh,~J,~,profelytesof..Mofes,·-or,djrcipJes of 
"'''Chrift. without incurring ,the difpleafure of their 

owners. Primitive Chrifi:ians, entertained juft no­
tions of religion" and they wifdy avoided to adorn 
jt with the vain glory Ofpoplllarity by forcing 
naves to profefs what they did not underftand~ 
To fay the truth, the forcing of confcience was 
?olike unknown in thofe times to Pagans' and 
CJu~fii~IlS, ~nd it was an" invention of later ages: 

f rh~l, ~, 
" 

" , 

whether 

" . 
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whether ~n honourable one I I not now inquire, 
but leave to the confideration of fuch'as admire it. 

S~Qndly. ,A profemon' of Chriftianity was not 
a lilI, to freedom in the firft churches. ,A nave 

'might hear, ,examine and ,believe the Chriftian 
dO.¢trine; he m be baptized, receive the Lord's 
fupper, and enjoy th~ benefit ,of all Chriftian infti­
~utes; but he might not claim manumiffion on this 
ground. A~ apoftle fpeaks decidedly on the tub· 
jea.:. Let every man -Quidp in the fame calling 
wherein he was called g. Art thou called being a 
fervapt:? Care nol' for it. Br.ethren, let every man 
wher~in he is called, therein, abide 'witll God h. 

This explains the language of the fame apoftle to 
Philemon concerning Onefimus. Perhaps he 
therefore departed for a feafon, that thou fuould£t 
receive him for ever I: an expreffion taken frOln 
the Jewilh law ot fervitude. , If the fervant fay, 
I will not go out free, then .his mafter 1hall bore 
his ear, a,nd he· nlall ferve. him for eveT k, that 
is for 1ife. "rhe primitive Chriftians then did 
not affix manumiffion to profeffion 'of ChriftianitYt 
and they acted wifely, for it would have degraded 
reI igion ,from its dignity, temporal reward being 
only a· more·· pleafing. kind. of force ... In .thefe. purc. ___ . 
churches there were neither punifhments nor bribes. 

Ye~, thirdly~ Chri(l'ianity' is, as an apofi:le calls 
it, a perfet-~ law of liberty I, and its natural and 
genuine produce is univerfaljuftice, or, which is 
the fame thing, univerfal freedom. . In proof of 
this let us fiep into thofe primitive aifemblies, and 
hear what the apoftles faid to their converts. 

, 
• 

• T'· he" & . Ph"1 ., 11m. VI. I, 2. lor. Vll. 20, ·C. 1 1 • :n·o 
k Exod. ,,~i. 5, ~. 1 Jam~,i, ~s. 
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Paul exhorted naves' to become free, if they 
could.' Art thou called a fervant? Care 
not for' it: but ; thou . /Je free ufo it 
rapzer m • A hin~ was all that· prudence could' 
allow' on a f~bj,eCl: fo .delicate, and it'was. equal to 
faying, Set a jult value ~pon freedom, : and obtain' 
it as toon as by any lawful means you can., . 
. . To fuch naves as were under rigorous mallers, 

and had no prolpeCl:, of' manumimon, Peter,gave 
this advice :' Servants, be fubjeCl: to 'your mafters 
with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but 
aHa. to the froward. For this is thank-worthy, if a 

. m~m tor 'confcience toward God endure' grief, fuf.' 
fc:ring 'u,'rollgfully.. For what glory is it, if when ye 
be bufleted for your faults ye Ihall take it patiently? 
blit if when ye do well and fuffer for it, ye take it 

, . patiently, 'this is acceptable with God rio 'Thefe, 
we're naves fubjet\: to: ,buffeting, or corporal' pu- . 
nithment: but this' is not an approbation of Oa .. 
very, for~he' apoftle complains of wrong, and his 
ad'vice to the Oavetobe· patient is applicable to this 

...:~ __ ~._~'r:! I y_._as tQ Q_n_~of:~ma!ly:.:~afe~()f,~_fflitl:i9rLa.n.'top.. ,,'. 
·preffion. Hence we reafon, that the apoftles dil: 

approved of l1avery, and that their advice to Chrif. 
. tian Oi1.ves amounted to this : Get free if you can; 

but if you cannot, reflect on the wifdom of pro-:­
vidence 'and bear the:: oppreffionof your tyrants 

.. 
• 

, 

, . .. 

, 

, , 

with:,patience. ' 
,Let us imagine a primitive affembly of Chrif. 

tian aaV'e~olders and naves, not now, in this in­
fianc,e, as jiaves; hut above jiaves, brethren beloved in 
the Lord 0, all fitting at the fame table, eating the 
1ame bread, drinking the fame cup, in remem ... 

, 
. . . t 

III I Cor. vii. 21. .n J Pet. ii. 18, &c. 0 Phil. xvi. . -
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branceof their common ,benefaCl:or,; who had raid,. 
'l'he Lord Jent; to, preach:de/i'lJeran(t,IO ,capli'Utfe, 
Let, us ,hear Paul:crommending charity" or univer­
fi1 : benev.olence., ':! He ~ defcribes:, it .liter.ally t, and 
prizes:it ab~ve the faith of mi : above the. git~: 
of tongues; above' the, diftribution of:;alms, above 
the' glory .. of martyrdor:n. ' Earneftly ,covet the 
beft ,gifts:, ~nd yet: I; lhew unto ."you 'a; , more ,ex..:, 
cellent way. The ;·greateft of all , gifts 'is .charity ~p., 
He defcribes it figuratively:' tRe ,'fame fubjeCt. in: 
co16urs.,.AIl .the.membe.rs (If Chri~ are one body. 
ByoneJpirit.we , . all baptized, into one .. body, 
'whether we be', boniJ ,or. free. God' hath fet the 

, , 

members everyone of. them in ~thebody. as it hatb 
pieaCed.him, but the ,head cannot fay ·to "the feet, [ . 

. h~ve no need of you;, '·tor if one,m'ember fuller all 
. the members fuffer.· it, or .ifone~ member be 

honoured, all the members~rejoicewith.it •. ' ,Could 
the.bond,. or ·could. the free, , hear, believe, and fe~l 
fuch difcourfes. delivered by a Paul, and not regu­
late. their. actions by. them? Howmuft ra, nave... . 

.... h()J<.i~r~ J(!~~I,~vhen . in . the :. alfe~bly . a . charitable . 
deacon.· proc1ainled-:~-Reme-- - ~:lhe",")hift,-a,.e·-:ili--·L 

ponds, as· bound with, Iq? The doCtrines. a.nd 
. . 

the ,ceremonies df Chriftiailityattack· injuftice and 
cruelty in their fining holds, depraved 'pamoos~ .. 
,andconfeql1ently.:if .a flavetrade' be.:the effeCt of . 
fuch. paffions our religion goes to (ubvert the whol~ 
fyftem of flavery .. Feel .its influence,. and the work . ' ' 

IS done. . . 
.. .' Let ps go. a fiep further. . After the deceafe 
the apollles, Chriftians llnderftood th~t the libe!" 
.-ating of {laves was a part of Chriftianicy, not in-

P I Cor. xiii. '1, &c. q Heb. xiii. z. • 
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deed exprefi'ed in' the direB: ,words' of a ftatute, but 
Jlatl1r~Uy and neceffarily, cont.iDed, in the de»arines 
and'prt!~epts,()f it: the.. ' which • 
ed all" and in. the Srft all' doB:rines,: the 

'Chrjfti~nity, the Chriftianl who ~enomlnat~d. them­
(elves Catholick$, and ho' afterwards' coalefced 
with, the fiate, . the leaft ~nlightene~, and the 
molt: depraved of all the difdple~ of' erus, and thtl 
Africans were the loweft order of thefe ' Catholicks· : 
ytt ev~n ,the Africans . '.it, a'Chrif~ian' duty 
to liberate naves.: There is a ;,Iet~r of 'Cyprian. of 
Carthage-,yet extant on this: fubject.Some Nllmi. 
dian bifhops ,wTotehim: an ,account .of the captivity 
of fome Chriftians." The letter fetched tears from • 

his eyes. He.: ," nted the cafe 'to the church, and 
~e colleB:ed "aconfidcrable ,fum 'of money for the 
redemption' oftheqa'les, . ~,Along with the fusn ht , 
Jen~ the · letter juft mentioned, containing feveral 

. Chriflian reafonsfor redeeming captives, of which 
· this is one·': lfJefus at the, laft day will reward 

. -_~ .. __ be·_~wdLmore-abundant1y-reward--()thers, to whom 
. Ite may j~ftly fay, I " captive, and J'DU fel 

frlt. . , ", " 
" Perhaps I may be allowed to hazard a conjetture, 
for this is -not-the place for critical inveftigation. 
It fterns to' me, that the Africa[1s, who firft in­
ven~ed infant-bapcifm, intended by it only to fave 

, children from facrifice or davery. . Before _ the time 
, of Cyprian, that. is, before, the middle of the third 
century, if there were any debate concerning the 

, " baptifm Qf infanrs, ' it was the baptifin of infants in 
_ law, minors, not natural infants. Primitive Chrif-
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tians made confcience of clofelt co ying the life of 
Chrift. He was baptized when e began to be 
about thirlY years of age, and it was aqueftion of 
great" c~nfequenee to. the credit of Chriftianity" 
wheth~r a youth ought; to be fuff'ered· to enter by 
baptiflll into a Ch~iftian . church, ,and to lay him~ 
{elf unde'r obligations for life, before he arrived ae 
years of legal difcretion,. or was allowed· by law to 
difpofe of himfeJf: but in Africa" in the time of 
Cyprian, the baptifm of an infant ,meant .the bap'" 
tifm of a new~born· babe. Every body, knows that 
the Carthaginians were a colony from Tyre: that 
the Moloch of Tyre was the Saturn of Carthage: 
that the barbarous worfhippets of this demon facri. 
Iked children to him in flames. of fire :' " that they 
purchafed infants as the Jews did turtle doves: fot 
iacrifice: that to fupply the markets with facrifices 
and naves parents fold . their children, thieves ftole 
them, and fighting _patt~es fubduad· and carried 
off whole families; and thatit was not ,in the pow': . 

, 

er of the ROnian emperors, therrtfelves for. feveral 
centuries, jf. at all, to put ail tri<Fto. . hQrriblt __ .~ __ 
. prad:ite-of'" facrificin g" human:; Oei-rfgs~- _____c_~-- -.---.------... . 

Amongfuch rt:lonfters one Fidus· taught what . 
little' he knew of Chriftianity" and it· is highly- pro­
bable, for reafons not adrrHffibJe' here,.. . he 
hit on the method. of faving the lives and liberties : 
of the lambs. of :his flock, by prevailing on theit 

-parents to Jet him dedicate them to the one liviri'g 
and true God by baptifm f as the-' Jews had dedi .... 
cated their's by circlltndfion',: and by pUtting them ' 
under the protettion: of fome reputa~le ,fponfo;,. 
'fhe Africans did not· thei1believe:origin~I' fin, and . 
Cyprian and his colleaglles in council approved of ' 
the baptifm of infants by Fidlls; becaufe thet . 

. thought 
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thought the Son of man came'.not to deftroymen's 
lives but to fave them. The Africans . then, and 
long after, called, baptifm fallis, and they baptized 
children. pro lalll/e,to which words, no Pagan. Ro­
man or . Romanprovinciali had ever'affixed the 
Chri!lia" idea of 1alvation. . If this the cafe: 
ifFiclus, pityi~g the fmiling. tawny or jetty bibrs 
at their mother's breafts, .. baptized them· forth' 
fa/ely of thp,ir. lives and liberties, left their' ill-in­
formed· parents, longaccuftomed to do evil, Ihould 
ftll thern: Fidus ought to be honoured· as a bent­
f~laor tomarikind, and,the :blame of diverting a 
ChrHlian inftitute from its original· defign goes over 
from him tQotht!rs, who in other countries, imitated 
his conduct without any imaginable worthy motive 
for doing fOe . The earlieft counciHn Spain diCco. 
vered a lomewhat fimilar humanity to naves ·by 
enjoining a :penance of feven years for killing a nave 
by defign,' ·andfive for c~ufing the. death 'of.one 
byacciden.t.: The moll: depraved Chrifiians,there­
fore, in'the prhnitive ages, ·were npt f9 dt!praved as 
to imagine' ,that; barbarity. and· Qavery, in1eparabl~' 
twins,' could be c.onfiftent. with the fpiritofChrif-

. ., ... . , .. __ ._"" tlanlt.y .... ~ ..... ' " ........ -.. -......... ................................. L ... ........ ...... ........ ... .~. -" .. '" .' 
_. . 

. To.proceed. In later times, in thole which are 

• • • 
. . .. 

• 
• • • 

. caUed,the. middle ages, itis dear, the emancipation 
offlave!t was conHdered as the natural effect ofChrif­
tian principles. This is . a' voluminous' fubjeCl:. full 
of information,: all tending to prove to the 
honour of ;Chrifiianity that. it contributed -. more 
than' ~ny thing: elfe in ~the world to. emancipate 
naves,· to improve fociety, and, to refine the man~ 
Ilers of maokin'd: but a hint muft fuffict here. : . 

We have heard much of the decline of the Ro-
o • - • . . 

man empire, and we have been' ~old Chriftianity 
. • .• l) was 

• 

.. , 

- - _._ .. - .. _.... -... . ....... . . -."'.-~ _.-. "-'-~'--
• 
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was the principal caule of the difafier. We refpetl: 
the Roman empire. It was a fabrick. of magni­
ficence, one of the nobldt efforts of the human 
mind. The Romans would be matters, but they 
were the beft abfolutc' maiiers in the world: how­
ever, let not fplendour ftrike reafon blind; the 
genius of Rome was Jove of dominion~ the means 
often of obtaining it were factions in the fenate, 
ftanding armies in the field, the depopulation of one 
province, the captivity of another, the redl1Clion of 
millions to an unconditional dependence on the 
will of one. True it- is, barbarous nations, as they 
are called, ruOled into the empire, broke. up the 
mighty m"fs of ancient defpotitm, and crumbled 
one into many'independent flates: but who will 
pretend to deny that, on the whole, orderpro~eeded 
out of this confufion, and the weltern world in 
general became mor.e, and morc rationaJly free. . , 
This was the declaration of feveral at the timt>, and 
it is very credible tor manyrealons both of theory 
and experiment •. The revolution was a lois to 

. Rome, but a gain to the world, a diminution of 
. imperial dignity, but an _!.~~r~a.!~.ot~_lJ-'~!_'iJtJib~(ty._ .. ~ __ _ 

HOWever ifwere;- iliig- is ctrtain: the new itates 
• 

allowed a liberty of conlcience to freemen,' which 
too many Chriitian emptrors had denied, and one 
of their firft kings, forChriltian reafons, paid Jarge 
fums for the redemption of captives. The Van­
dals in Africa, the \Vifigorhs, or vVefrern Goths, 
in Spain, the Othogoths in Italy, the Franks in 
Gaul, and other nations ·of the fame 'frock had 
juft notions of civil and religious liberty~ and l<ept 
~~en- in bondage only till it became iafe to Jet 
them free, always holding it col'"lfiitent with the fpirit. 
of Chriltianity to emancipate naves. Even after. 

e their 
• 

• 

• 
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their coalition with papal Rome, monarchs graced 
the birth of a prince with a rnanumiffion of naves. 
Monks pllrchaied children to edl.lcate, and' by af­
fociating them in their order made them free. 
1"he church freed many by ordaining them ,to of­
fice. Founders transferred their naves with their 
lands to ecc1eft,dHcal bodies, which improved their 
condition, although it did not abfolutely itt 

. thern free. Dying perfons ordered by will the 
emanc~pation of their naves: and all charters and 
deeds of manumiffion, though mixed with fuper-

"'ftitious notions, amg~ed Chriftian reaJons, and 
every body underllood that the liberating of a nave 
was a good work, in the true fpirit of Chrifi:ianity, 
and highly acceptable to AJmighty God. 

• •• 

Let liS conie home to Ollr own country. Our 
. firft known anc'eftors, the Britons, were wild and 
free, but dupes to the bar\,aruus ufages of Dru­
'idical fuperftition. They fought, they made cap-

.. tives, they burnt them in 'bafkets to the honour of ' 
their gods. The Romans, the Saxons, [he Danes, 

, and the Normans by. various· revolutions reduced 
many to fiavery, and none of them attempted to 

~ ____ difhi bute ~unj verfalfreedom. ·SJa veryi na'- ftateis 
a 'deeo-rooted obftinate evil, and Jove of dominion 

• 

• • • • 

is a difpofition that thrives too wt"1I in the hearts of 
depraved men. Conquerors will be mafters, cap­
t;ves rnuft be naves. So lately as the fira year of 
Edward VI. a ftatute degraded vagabonds into 

. {laves. . The aCt: f;*ys, " If a1ry perfon {hall brjng 
. to two . juftices of peace any . run-nagate fervant, 
. or any other which liveth iqly and loiteringly by 
. the fpace of three daysj the faid jufiices fhall caufe 
the faid idle and loitering fervant or vagabond to 
be marked with an hot iron on the breait with the 

• 

mark 

•• 
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mark V. ::mc1 adjl1dge him to be jlave to the fame 
perron that brought 0'" prefented him, to have to 
him, his executors or affigns, fo," two years after, . 
who fl1all take the faid nave, and give him bread, 
water, or fmall drink, and reffllfc; m~a[, and caufe 
him to· work by beating, chaining, or otlzcrwi c, 
in fllCh work and laboLlr' as he fhall pue him unto, 
be it never fo vile: and if [uch Oave abfent himielf 
from his f~lid maller,. within the laid term of two 
years, by the [pace of (outlee1l days, then he, 111a11 
be adjudged by two jllftices of peace to be markea 
011 the forehead, or the ball of the cheek, with. an 
hot iron, with the fign of an S. and further thall 

, be adj udged to be Oa ve to his faid maLler for tver: . 
and if the faid Oave 111a1l run away the tecondtime, 

, he Ihall be adjudged a felon., It fhall be lawful'· to , 
every perfon to whom any fhall be adjudged a nave, 
to put a ring of iron about his neck, arm or leg." 
This ace was repealed· two "years afterwards,' but 
there was navery in England before and after this 
period., In OUf publicl, records, there is a charter . 
of Henry VII I r. ,enfranchifing two flaves belonging .' . 

. to one of- his manors; and there -is-a'-commiffion- -------
from uetn Elizabeth with refpe_Ct to the manu. . 
n1iffion of certain bondmen belonging to her. 
rrhere is in France a neneral law for the manu- ' o 
mimon of naves,' and though there is no fuch law 
in our fiatllte book, yet the genius of Ollr confti- . 
tution was ~yer abhorrent_of Oavery; and now pure 
and proper flavery is 10 elTet1ually done away that 
a nave or negro, the inltant he lands in England, 
becomes a fret:man, and the law will pro,eeet hin:t 
in the enjoyment of his perfon and ~property'. • 

r Rymer. 
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Baptifm is not ncceifary: to breathe Britifh air is 
fufficient. Perhaps the vulgar errour of liberating a 
nave by baptizing him came from Africa along with 
other African doclrines into the weftern world. 

Happy fbould I be, ,if 1 could add, tllere is no 
nav~ry in our plantations, but, althoughic is un ... 
ple~fant to blame one's nation, yet we muft t~ly, 
and we fay it with fincere forrow, while we boair , 
of freedom at home, and zealouOy oppofe every 
attempt to diminiOl it, we annllally reduce a peo­
ple, who never injured us, to a fervitude unme­
rited, unjun, and to an enormous degree barbarous, 
as well as difgraceful.to. our country. We give, 
the world lefions of cruelty, and, as we are called 
Chriftians, innocent Chriftianity, guildefs of op-

, premon and blood, bears the fcandaJ. The fins of 
indi viduals are not punifhed, here,. for thi~ t,o them 

. is only a ftateof trial: but' eollecbve bodies fubfifi: 
herein a fbteof rewal;ds andpunifhments, and if 

, there be fuch a thing as national fin, that is it, af­
furedly, which the legiOature makes its own. I 
fear, 1 fear, the African fia ve trade is of this kind • 

. . . '. Many plaufiblearguments have b,een ufed to de... 
fen~_thi~J~a6ic~, _but,-to-Jay~the-truth, .. they are all 

------:---re~ucible to one, that is the gain of it. 'Nhat then 
. becomes of juO:ice, juftice the bafe of the throne 

of God " if ideas of gain and lofs be allowed to fup­
'ply the place.of notions of right and wrong? Gain 
lS the reafon of every wretch alive for every crime 
that ne can commit. Why does the avariciolls 
render' himfelf deaf to the cries of all the affliCted? 
He faves by it. Why does he rob the fatherlefs, 

, and opprefs' the· i He gains by doing fo. 

• PCal. xcvii. z. 
- - Whence 
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Whence the falfe weight, ilnd the deceitful balance"". 
the perpetual frauds of fome, and the violent deal .. " 
inas ot' others? They are productive of money. 

ble dagger ~n[O the heart qf his benefactor? .l-Ic 
hopes to profit by it. Let us never quit the ground , 
of dernaJ,. immutable jufl:ice, never imagine any 
thing ,right that allows the propriety of iomething 
unjuft and wrong~ .' 

I recolleCt: .an incident in the life of David. In 
the hearing of three of his military officel's, he one 
day wifhed for a little water of a certain fpring. 
'I'he PhilH1:ine troops. were then in garrifon de­
fending the fortification where the ipring was • 
The officers of David broke through the holl of 
the Philiftines, probably by killing fon)e of the 

- foldiers, and certainly, at the hazard of their, own 
valuable lives, took water of the fpring, and re­
turned with it [0 David. What did he? He took 
the water, but recollecting what they had hazarded 
to procure it, and very likely obferving they had 
ftained themlelves with human blood, the wa,ter . 
had loft its chryfta~ in.his eye, itieemed blood in .. 
the cup, "he-could--not"drink-it,- hepollred-it"out-"-"~~­
with horrour, exclaiming as he looked up to the 
Parent of life, My God forbid il me, that /fhould do 
this Ihillg : fhall I drink the blood of the.!e melt, that 
have pUI their lives in jeopardy! " . 

1 apply this to the prefent cafe. If. more than 
" 

four hundred thouiand men' be held in perpetual 
flavery in the plantations: if near one hundred 
thoufand innQcent perfons be annually reduced to. 
fervitude to fupply the waite: if corporalpunifh- ... 
ment, little lefs than flaying alive, be neceffary to 
their degradation:- if raw falting be neceffary to 

. , their 
• 

• 

• 
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their prefervation: if difguftful diet, if iron colJars' 
and brands in the fieOl. if, hanging, beheading, 
Hrangling, burning alive, fetting heads and limbs 
on poles along the highway, jf only a thourandth 
part of the hOl'rOllrS attributed to this trade be ne-

. cclfary to it, who doth not tee that commodities 
coming t!lrough fuch hands are roaked in tears and 
ftained with blood? Who doth not fay with an 
apof1:le, who;s offended and I burn 1tr)t t? or with 
David, My God forbid tlull III/ould drink "'oDd! 

Let us leave our negro brethren to the care of 
their heavenly Father, who'will, without all doubt, 
fome day make inquifition for their blood: let us 
fpeak .of ourfelves. The nave-merchant protefts 
he abhors injuftice, and clouelty hath no place in 
his fout Be it fOe He is a Briton, we give him 
credit~ ',A fa~ it is, intended or unintended, cruelty 
comes to pars of courfe in this traffick, and it is im:.. 
pomble'to conduct a,Oave trade without it. Asfar' 
as fome of you, my hearers, born free, and refined to 
perfeCtion by rank, education, and COOlm'eree with 
the world, as 'far ,as you are fuperior to~ negroes, 10 

.. much ,b'etterare you prepared to meet and fuftain 
_._,-- with-prudence--an-·unavoidable- ill.-:·- Suppofe--a-fo­

reign bariditci of fable ruffians.in the night 1hould 
attack your houfe, handcl1ff your fervams, plun­
der your 'property, feize your perron, "{hip your 

, wife and children" and attempt to put yo ... ail in 
chains. Would you make' no refiltanre.? But if 
you reiHl,· . behold. a plea for violence, wounds' and 
death. . If you Ihould.:fall a' viCtim to fuperior 
force, al1d' find yourfelf and family on board a lhip, 
beneath the hatches~ deprived of liberty and light, 

, . ' . . 
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food friend and hope, are you fure you fllould 
have 6rnlnefs enough to refift the temptation of 
laying violent hands on your children, your wife, 
and yourfdf~ If you could furmount 'this, a,nd if 

. you fllould hereafter meet with a favourable op .. 
portunity to deftroy your oppreffor, could YOll help 
cleaving the barbarian arundel', although your do­
ing fo would make you appear a favage to your- ' 
felf? Would you avoid this, and try to regain 
your liberty by exciting mutiny in hope of bring­
ing the hard heart :of the tyrant to relent; could 
you prevent the effeCt of his defperate rage, if he. 
fhduld fet fire to the powder on board and involve 
his world and all its' inhabitants in one common de­
fhutl:ion? Even a beaft'refifts, 'when you would 
tame him to your hand, and will man refign his 
rnaftery over himfelfwithout a ftruggle? But if he 
firuggle, a (,~onfiiCl: commences which never ends 
without tranfgr'eillng the bounds of humanity and 
j uftice .. ' . ' 

Sorry, very forry, 1 am to be. obliged to fay: 
human nature hath been affronted with the moll: 
brutal indignities' in the' perfons of negro naves. 
They .have-beenwon--and.loftby---their-wanton--­
mafters at games of chance. W hen they have 
efcaped, rewards have been offered for their heads. 
though he, who offers a price for blood, is guilty 
of ft?lony. "1 will give," fays an advertifing plan­
ter, "'a reward of twenty pounds currency to' who­
evtr will apprehend the [aid -negro. I will give 
the fame reward for his' head u~" 1 blufh to tell, 
that even in London,. fo lately as the year· feventy 

• 

u Law of Retrihution. By GRANVILLE SHARP, Efq; 
London, 1776, page %38. Carolina Gazette by Robert 
\\Tells, Dec. 30, 1774.' 
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two, an aclvertilcment appeared in the Gazetteer of' 
the firft of' June for apprehending" An" Eaft India 
black boy ubout fourteen years of age, named" 
I blulh to relate this) "Pompey, having l'ound 

his neck a brafs collar with a direCtion to a cer ... 
tain houfe W." Such well.attefled faCts (and they 
are nothing compared ,with wha~ remain to be 
told) preclude the neceffity of rdleC1ions in form; 

, and 1 finifh by addreffing a few words to a'n affem­
bly that hath not loft the ufe of its reafon. 

Let us put ,OUf entire love of liberty out of all 
doubt to ourfdves by immediatdy entering into 
that freedom, which reaton and revdation unite to 
recommend. L~t our underftandings put off pre­
judice, and lay them1elves open to rational con-, 
viction. Let our paffions' difcard, thofe officious 
pretended friends, which if admitted will be mar. 
ters, pride, avarice, envy, revenge, love of eafe, . 
and paffion for, power. ' Let us affort our com­
panions, and if we hav.c no vices of our own, let 
us refu1eto be enflaved by the vices of our ac-
quaintance.' Let our actions be juft, open,manJy, 

,. conformable· to our own conviCtions, fuch as be-
. come free, intelligent and immortal men,. Let us .. 

. . reduce our wants within the limits of our own ef. 
~,,-, ""-,forts.""-~"A6ove"all~· "lei-us"" copy'"[he""Hfe"of "·"jefus, 

for If the SOIZ make us free, we foal! bc/ree indeed. 
, Have we children? Let us call [hem to Qur 

kriee, and early infpire them with the love of vir-
" , ' 

. 'wMr. SH A llP, in his Limitation .oi Sla.ver)l, London, I i76, 
page 35, fays, This" remarkable mftance of tyranny came 
within my Dwn knowledge. I inquired after the author, 

... " and found that he was a merchant who lhall be nameleCs." 
The advertifement fays,the boy ~~ was [Bob or] 
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tUOllS freedom; . Ut us' te~b them' ~he·, natural 
conneCtion civil feiigious' liberty. and 
the indifpennble of fofierjng·.boEh .•. · Le~ 
us fhew them' where" ,.:pcro.achmenc.·. on .. 
rights begin, and whither ,they tend. . Let us ret 
before their eyes the fad but inftruCl:ive hiftories " 
of confciences opprefi"ed,' prop~rty plundered, fa';' 

. milies divided, and fiourHhing ftates .. ruin~dby. ' 
exercifes of arbitrary power. Let us, thoroughl, 
tincture them with the doctrine of Jefus, that Goll . 

• 

[ent Ilis SOli not 10 's lives oul 10/a'U, '. 
them •. 

Let tlS, if we have domeflicks, banilh rigolir, 
adminifter an reconomy of wifdom and goodnefs, . 
and always remember we have II majler, a mafter 
not a tyrant, ;11 Izeave"., a guide to us, and aguar- . 
dian to our fervants. " . .' 

Final1y. In all civil and political. debates let us . 
be always on th~,6de' : ',notof licentiouf- . 
nefs unclel" the name" but 'of . " equal, and uni;' . 
verfal freedom. May ·we. '. our pofterity enjoy • 
it under the fanCtion "of, !May other nations . 
quickly recover or. Qbtaio: it! May .O~ves receive' .. ' 
it as foon as pomble from :the~r mafte~s,'left the ...• 
'world~fhould~~applaud--'them~-~ io-future~-for:,~taking-~,.:..~~-­
it by force! Mayall' the' earth, become in due '. 
time, as from what hath been done we hope and 
believe it will, a te~lple of God, and aU' the ip- . 
habitants' his wife'and unconftrained worfhippers I 
May wepafs, when we'di~, into that ft~re where. 
the flave is free from his mafter, where there is . 
no fin, no forrow~ no pain, no death, where God 

• , 

is all in all,· and where glory honour andim-· 
mQrtality will be to all, who af,er ~he 'e~ample .. 
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their' divine maier: have both 
and the will I,· 
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" HI S'diCcourfe, • attempts to that Ravery. 
is'incon6ft:ent' with the gemUs of the . Chriftianrc-

" was, compofed· leCs (or ,the:· purpofe, of ' , 
uity of the " ,,' . " . tfa~e?, than r~r. ' ' 
. the cha&aaer:of theptlmlb~e Chraftlans,or. , 

the; creditor, . , . ',which' ,; , ' 
• 

,It' as , 
flavery. ',' ,in," Jorm ,is 'uDj~{r ' .,inhuman: 
"but,aChriftia~ , lin"c-'i~o~ '. ~aar~ry'isa' 
Inere' creature ,of '" .'. '.-In'\~am'.apologdhquote 
inftitutes'.ofMo(es~:/and the praaice: of: new' , 
churches, for.it' is'not.c"'edible·that~ 4avetradeis: " 

,cd eithe,r:on,' . '(or';:judaifm",:orJaith,in'.C;hrift",or, ,',' 
that,:', ' ," Jor' , 'mankind'are,iecoQlm~iided"b1, 
a;,bqok ';fin"p~ai(e;~~L .,.' ~' ';.~he > moft.:glorious: • 
part:: -of,thc}.hiftory ;0(. " ,~,"1 ,.' ""ia':that',oftheir: aael'ting ,',' 

, " "" ' , ,. > dl~}ty~ni'Y,of. ;'. {:aridithc:...' 
1D , " ' teftaiiienfis,~-1i'il"i:.,ugh'·w;llr-~.L: 

• • 
• • 

, 

, " . 

a'pri(t"onotJt,thtftnJa;,t~of ,. ': .• '." , "', ' ' . 
, , War IS the parent of navery, and, aptlvlty ,1S as " ' 
as NimrOd., This:hero "a city, a,nd,.cialled:it' , · 

\ which is a' , . ' ofBa~lJaih--(z4 eJl' BizlJ.tlJ.tiin, ",the ", 
, apple of God's ey~. " Bab, aU over th~eaa..literaUy mean. ' 

the c()urt' of ~ prince, and -.it" was' .,crfea! .:onfifte.Dt 
with the genius of the eafterns,to aaimilate uch;a court' 
to the 0;" or pupil ora beautiful . • To' this they .' 

, 

, , 

0/; the of GOd~ whichtign° .no mo~.tha .. that, it 
was the moll:. . of its. kind. It was 'a divine pu..;., . 
pil,:tiJe . tht t1tttlltnc, 0 .th! (;hdlJtil • .. In: this .-
name the· and . theu', kings bpafted. Tho' . ' 
fameNimto~built other cities, and oneat'k~~ witli . 
• )0 ." ' I) 3 ' , tW're~. 
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t~rrcts on the waBs, probably '(or the' conSnement of 
captives. 1'his was namcd 'Bollel, which literally 
fics a confufion, and figurativclr a confufion of ht, 
owing to what is called.a ,blood. Ihot, o,r a blemijh ,the 
t)'t, a~d thj~ apt 'fi,ure' , ,inteJtd,edt~ ,expr~f" wh~* tne 
early mhabltants ot the thou ht of reftramt and cap­
tivity. From that day to this ucccffive Nimrods have 
held all the eaft in bondage, and their, tyranny is a de­
formity that hath ever tarnifued the' beauty of oriental 
nature, and marred' elcganee: of Atiatick .... t. ' . 

The Greeks: boafted of liberty.: but' , Spar-
tan Hbcrty more than,· 1 It 
,becomes a Briton to think, that the ' Spartan 
government 'was a difcipline founded dn injuftice, (up. 
ported by cruelty, inimical to' . and, 
-wealth, incompatible with ," arts' and . 
utterly deftruClive of freedom and virtue,: and produCtive 
of the very worftorall forms r of defpotifm, an obftinat~" ' 
ariftocracy. Spartan, ' were, all idle gendemellf 
wh() ,were forbidden to 1m the ground;, or prattifo ahy 
mechanicalemploymcnt, and who (pent ,all their. time' in 
hunting, dancing; feflivab" amufements or ",ar.. They 
conquered a people calle:d Helots, and, converted them all' 
into, fla"es., ,They' made :in, equal, partition,:of. lands 

. " among them{eJvcS'",' and· compel1edt~e" Helots ~ to farm 
, '" th~~, for ;t~e. o~ner_~.;~ ~!~~)'5~l1e~ _~he~~!!e~.!h,.fla~~, _ 

-'-------and--they:-obhged. the. degradea Helots to, perform the 
whole manual labour. of the' republick,and with un .. 

, pardonable ingratitude andc.rue1ty they affaffinated them 
- jolt their. plcafure. 'fhey compelled·them to intoxicate 

• 

, 

. themfe)vc:s, and play mad 'pranks,. in order to teach tiieir 
young manc,n; hy contraftfobriety and,genteel behaviour, 
and· this brutal practice' is quoted without any marks of 
indignation by lome moralitls. ,1'hc barbarous praCtice of 
puttiJig ,Weakly children to death prevailed among fhem. 
"=1 ves. 'I'heir-fyftem of education was a firing of abfurdities. 
;and ,.the ·whole: tended to fink tbe mall in, the foldier, and to 

'C, annihilate 'domdlick virtue under pretence of publick 
good. In 'return for all the advantages, which the pre .. 
fended {late derived from the fervices of the Helots, the: 
army guard~d the ,mifcrllble beings from foreign im'aders, 
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ami proteCled them in the enjoyment of the blcffings of 
nlbfolute navery. 

': In fome parts of Greece naves were to IUllflers as tell 
to on~, and in others as twenty to onc. ' By an account: 
(a1cenat J\thens at one time, it appeared that there wen~ , 
ten thoufand firangers, twenty thoufand' citizcl1!,and 
four, hundred thoufand naves, and it was, a fitnilar ' 
dif proportion' that obliged: mafters every ",here to render 
the condition of naves maR: deplorable.' They were 
bought, fold, tarried" employed" bcaten,mutHated, or 
deftroyed exa8ly as, bcafts were :, and 'worfe than b~an~ 
they were put to' torture, and deprived of, the means of 
defence left they fhould endeavour. 'to make' themfelve, 
free.' The Greek flaveholders reduced the whole. fyftel~' 
into otie ilion proverb, which palfed fromthcan to the 
Romans, :'Tot "'?lteJ, tjllot fi:rvi, and their hiflory cxem ... · 
plified' the adage, for' naves often 'mutinied, and me 
JIaughter of a million hath been called the falvatio!l of 
a {late. "', '" , 

The Romans maintained the fame abfotute dominion" " 
over their flaves, and for the fame reafon.. He .. nce it 
was that,' when it was propofed' in the fenate,"todiilin ... ' 
guifh {laves from fre(;'~lerl by a ccr~aiii drefs,' 'a {cnator 
oppofed the motion; becaufc he, thought fiaves,' alwa~ 
too much irlclined to deHroy their· maftcrs,would dif ... , 

,cover their'.own fuperiority ~ of number, :,an~':pe, tempted'",­
by it to refifi: their lords; and fubvert the ·{late.' The. 
'wifcft of Pagans l1ever' im:tgincd un~verfal freedom, ami 
the moft j uft were fa far from modern manners that they . 
would be reputed barbariarls 'now.' Wilen the {laves 01 
'he celebrated Cato 'had 'fpent their Jives in his' fervice, 
~d became through' age :unable 'to' 'Work, Cato, that 
eaet pattern of punaual Pagan juftice, would not be 
atthe charge of fupporting, them, but', r turned thea, . 
Oftto {bift for themfelyc:s, or fuffered them to tlarve to 
dea'1 in his own family. Yet Cato was not liable to be' 
call~ to account by government; on -the contrary, go ... 
vernr.e~t proteCted him, and every other naveholder, in 
the glrioLls right of ftan'ing an old "ave, or llabbill'.J' a 

, 0 
young-nee - . 

Into his difotdcrcd world, at a proper period, G~d font 
flrtb 
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IDI't" IJ;, Son tl prada;", liherty to (aptives: the., TO.TAL 
but ,not the immediate ABOLl1' JON of the fiave trade. 

, Here two queftions riCe to view: a queftion of, right, 
and a qucftionof faa. The queftion of right- is aftinned 
in ,the foregoing fermon, and an' . made to 
prove that the enfranchifement of aaves is one all of 
juftice naturally out of evangelical doB:rine. 
'rhc queftion of the Chriftian Raveholders 
mentioned ,in the teftament did aaually . 
their Raves is rather fuppofedthari' proved. - There are, 
however, fome fubftantial evidences that the firftChrif.' 
tians did not traffick in {laves, and that' ", '-
pated fuch as they had at their converfion as as the 
condition of ,tbeir . would ermit.' When {laves '. . , 

, fo numerous" that one Dl~ er had Jour hundred, 
another five thoufand, a third twenty a fourtb " 
a ~uttitude.innumerable' " an army, it' became 
wealtbyChriftians, who pro~~b ,were not, of 'very high, 

.'I'ank; and had not any " ' 'number of naves,. to 
" ~a w~th all pomble caution, and to, unite prudence with' 

. benevolence~ I' ,Ha~,' they annexed mariumiffion. to bap-,:,' 
.'. " tifrn, undoubtedly, Raves would. have accepted the con-
, .'. clition, ,and two great, evils would have followed: the 
", church would. have been·a crowd of. unprincipled men, 

.... "who~oul~ba:ve , " . . the holy profeffion by igno;.. 
,:',ran~eand, profl~' ': .and,', ; ftate;would:h~l\'e been. 

~--.' J-uiUy' '"alarmed ' ' . ' . I' aves~ fubvert· ". " ...' 
· govermpent," ·and.fet upafecular killgdom~. It is 'a cha- ' 

, . 

.. , . , , 

, raCler to the gorpe~, that it cmbraced by freemen, . 
that in the hiftory' of its ,flavcs fddom appear; 
that whcn they do it is co~pu1tion ; that 011 em· 

. lu;,lcing Chriftianity they were admitted to full religiol' 
, liberty; and that, the. m~umiffion of them, was lett ':» 
the difcretion.of maGer to be effected as toon as pi .• , 
fibJe without d.amage eo re1igion~ or giving l,~)bra&, t~ 
dle flate. No other ftate of the cafe accords With a1 the 
circumftances o~·it.,' . " ' , ' , . 

Let anv inan examine the Greek and ROnllU ft\XlmS 

of managing Oa ~,~s, and which,' hr~tal. as they a!, are 
abfolutcly neceflary to render fcrvltutle fafe.lien let 
him inqlli~e whether a primitive difciplc of Jcfs c:~uld: 

obfc:'vc 
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obrerve there maxi ms. Could' the . mild ami merciful ' 
Chriftian alfume the haughty air necelfarJ to a, Rave­
holder to keep his' flave at, proper diftance, left he fhould 
once fufpeCl himfelf of a fpecies equal to his lord 1 Coulcl, 
a Chriftian, who had been taught not to be angry widl' 
his brother caufe, not to refift evil, to ·Iet his 
communication be yea, yea, nay, nay t: could he rate, 
revile, bcat and torturc his Rave? ),et fi not 
be'managed to profit without all this. Could he". who 
was bou~d on peril of his deftruction to feed the ~ungry. 
to clothe the naked, to harbour firaDgers, to vlfit the 
lick and imprifoned u,' could he confult' his-own' worldl, 
intereft fo as to negle~ all there? yet on conditioll . of 
performing ,all thefe . ktnd. offices· flaves 'were not worth 
keeping. How then ,was it pollible for primitive Chrlf-
tians to buy. Raves, or to hold them in hand 1 ' 

'To thefe general obfervations,one inpartjcular may 
be added in proof ,~hat Chriftian mafters' aa ... ally got rid' 
of Raver as faft .as ,bl any prudent means they could. . 

.' The, fir difciples. of Jefus, drinking of .tbe pure' water, . , 
, ()f life' at the fpring'-head, took DO, oaths, , bore Dt) arms,· , 

{bed no human bloOd.·. 'A. . oCwar·includes· 
a deteftation :of captivity" 'the. . • fruit. of war. They. 
,thought, wars and. fightangs. orlganated m depraved·pal:' ." 

, . UOJ.1s •.. : Their wifdomwas' pure, peaceable~ geatle, cary . 
...u u~~ __ 1?,~j~~!e~~e~".J!i~L of ~~rcy. ~!l,"-u ' '. ".. . .• ' .. ' .,.., 

partiality' and without hypocrify w, . a ree.merit 

, . 

,with • the fecond. great: commandment, thQu alt love 
thy neighbcur as thyfelr. , . 

The .truth is, there, , almofl: from the beginning 
two 'for.ts of Chriftians: the firft, genuine difcipJes of 
Jcfus,. aImed only to form. a ,burch; the other meant 

'.to.form aJlolt • . Unhappily for the credit of religion die· 
laft: fucceeded, and introduced ,all the ms of fecular 

, emp!res, rank, and fubordination, licentious, inaCtivity and 
horn ble flavery, oaths and aa illS,. and the. . of huin~ 
blood, and fo forced monachifmupon reluaant,nations 
under the name and in the place of Chriftianity. Eve!l 

. there miftaken Chriftians have acknowleeged it . ,S 
• • 

. '.'. t ~tt. v. 
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a rart of Chriftiani to; liberate ves: hut 'the Gther 
c1af.4i, though they into difgracc, and were ,dHlin-
guiChed in diftcrent countries by many odious names 

!lIIint!u t e primitive, faith and manners, and' wbile they 
rrrH:titally afferted theil' own ti'cedom, taught the righti 
cf all mankind.' .. , 

Thefe two do not atwa together, and, to omit 
otht:r 'countries, France ;111 example of the molt 
pointed abhorrence of pcrfonal flavery, at, home, along 
with a code; of colonial law eftablifiiing on barbarous 
l-'ri ndplcs abfolute and llerpetnal tlavery in her planta;. 
,ions. It was in the year 131 S that Lewis X. HIUed' an 
C)nHnancc, .which declared: That all maJikirid were by 
nfotWre free-horn: that many of the ,common peop}c:,werc 
held in fcrvitude for the faults of thei .. anceftors: that the 
,tingdom was called the kingdolIlof Franks: that 'the 
king., by the advice of his grand. council, determ'ined 
the fact fhould accord· with the nanle: and that therefore 
. a'll '!laves fhould be. e· . UpO)1 juft and reafonable 
·.conditions. The French lawyers do confider this or­
dinance as putting a final period to tlavcry in France. but . 

. they. do not allow that· freedom originated in it:· on· the 
..contrary,they ·aflirmon the' . of ancient and 
" .' authcntick writers that, althou .. they know' not. the 

, . 

_ . fouree~f the. privilege,w.hich. .' ' :ahc,"idea of pure 
" ... -.--c-~t1avery m-F r~nce, yettheychavefullcproofthatthe-FI'anks ..... 

wCI'e originally free: that they were none of them naves' : 

· • 

• 

. .' 

. and that if any foreign flave enter~ the country crying 
France and liberty, the flate proteCted him in the enjoy­
ment of freedom, Co that his mafter could ,neither' re ... 
,-over hi,S origi'na~ coil, nor his future fervice. with~ut h~s 
own confent. They, therefore,. regarded tillS ordmancc 

.. as thercftitution of an ancient allowed right, which later 
cuftC'ms bad violated.. In I S!J I a mer.chant of Normandy 
t)ifered to fale a~ BOurdeaux feveral Moors, but the par-

, liament of. G~ienne by a foIemn decree let them aU: at 
Liberty, becaufe' France, the parent. of liberty, did not 

. allow' any. navery in· the . kingdom •. -In the reign .()( 
Henry Ill .. .a Spanifil man of .wa~ ran alhor~ by ditlref~ 
of weather ncar' Calais. _ The ~overnour· underftanding 

~ 'ilier& . . ... 
• 

• 

• 

• • 

• • 

, 

• 
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there wore aboard' two or three hundt'ell 'I~Yl'k$"l\1ool's. 
and Barbarians, whom Spain had cnOavcd by the fate of . 
war, feizcu the fia.vc!'I, and lent them [0 tbe ki.llgat Chi\l"~ 
trcs. There, as they had becn infhuacd, they placed 
thcmCc!vcs klleeling, and n.\kcd as they had been aboard, 
on the fl:l!PS of the church to which thc king, was going 
to hear l1laj~. On his majcHy's arrinl, in a tone which 
only, diHrcl's can litter, the), Cl'il!d. ?IIiflriL'Ofd,~, mi t'1'i­
.orr/". The kiqg oblcrvcu them, and after dilllJCr ai cm­
hied his council to dcliber;atc; and nci,thcr thc,cl'cdir ,- r 
~hc duke (If Guife, who lI{~cl, all his intcl'cfi-" nor th,c 1lI~~ 
morial orthe Sp.lllifh iUl1balladOl", who claimed ,the Haves 
for his court" and whe) urged the good undcrfian'ding 
then fubfi~ing bctwcenthe two crowns, a'1d further, that 
accident, not defign, had brought them· to ,Calais, nor 
any other reafons could' prevail Bgainft the doCtrine that 
no flavery could be endured for a momellt in France,an~ 
the naves were dc'dared free. Soon after, tl)ty were.1hip':' 
ped at Ivlal'fcilles for Confiantinoplc, and every man was 
complimented with a crown-piece.' ' . . 

, 

The black code, as it is called, or" the royal edi~ for: 
the government of negro naves i'n the plantatioll~, is date4 
Verlailles, J 685. It contifis, of fixty articles, of a few . 
of which this is. the fubfiance. No negro (laves fhall 
marry without the content' of their mafi:ers: the children . 
of fla.ves belong ,to their mafiers: no fiave.fuall'pe fuf-': 

····fered -to· carryanywalkingjlick!Lor.oft~n.five.JlIlIls,nQL. 
fhall flaves of di~erent mafters gather together .incom';': .. -
panies,. night or day, under any pretence ~hatever, on 
pain of corporal punifhment, in fome cafes of imprifon­
mcnt, in others of death: whatever a flave acquires. by 
his own indufh)" or by the liberality o~ others, or by any 
other means, {hall belong wholly to IllS mafier; and' no 
pedan, fiave or freeman, child. or relation, thall be al-' 
lowed to claim any (llare, all promifes and obligations of 
{laves being nul! and void, they having no power t.O di~-
pofe of allY thing: no !lave {hall be fuffered to execute 
any pub1.ick office P~, commiffion, or to negotiate any 
bufi~efs, except for, Ius mafter: he {hall n<?t be allowed 
to give 'evidence in any caufc civil <?r criminal, and in 
«;afe he,.be. heard in evidence his dcpofitiol'l {hall no~ afford 
, . E 'any 
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34 
.ny pre(umption, conjeCture; or fhadow of proof, but 
fball be ukd only to direCt the J wh'ere evidence 
mar. be elfewhere' fOllnd: no nave be a party in allY 
c'ivil or cri minal 'pr?cef., for. the reparation of outrages 
and' excelfes tomm,ued agamR: Raves: if a nave {hall 
flrike. his maller, or his, rnafter's wite, his miftrefs, or 
their children, (0, as to fetch blood, or on the face, he 
fhall be punifhed with death ;. and all offences againft free­
men fhall be fC'verely punilhed, in fome cafes with death: a 
fugitive Rave Ihall, for the firft time, have his ears cut off, 
ana fhaU be marked on' fhoulder with a Rower de luce, 
(or the fecond he fhall be hamftrung, and marked with a 
flowe'r de luc'e on the other ihoulder and for the third be 

• I • ' ' 

fhaU be put to death :maftersnot be allowed to 
'~orture or '. 'their flaves, but they may chain them, 
ar beat thein 'with or cords whenever ther think 
their 'naves deferve correction: in lIaves lhall ~ 
~ccounte~trioveables,: ,and fhall be' to the fame 
Jaws 'as' all "the; other chattels of their mailers. The 
lawyers' of France obferve that this is·a code of fiavery in 
tal-pt, , and ,that 'the fervitudeof riegroes in their colonies 
is )iearlycqllal't~ that of R()man naves. "", ' . 

, " J'ains have b~entaken' by' many g~ntlemen to ',rove 
, that t~ere is no iteceffary conneCl:ionbetween. Ravery and 

. . cruelty,; and this may.be true of a'few domefticic'Ra:ves: 
. . . . ~u:~ when~e,~e'xccpt 'from the' . y of :the cafe, 'have 

.:....- ......... -.-~Il.:tlie; Ii! ws-and~niaxi·01s-.of-·ancient -cand-c modern- fiil ve--· .... . 

" 

, . , 

~overntJlc'ntpr~c~dcd? Wher~ce this ul!iform ba~barit)'? 
fhe, nervdefs 'orientals,· too Idle to kill' any thmg ·elfe,. 

bebe'ad and 'butcher ,flaves. The Greek.s, though 'never 
fame.d for fin'cerity, were always reputed liberal and po­
Jite, yet the 'Greeks tortured flaves. The highfpirited 
tCllliblic3t1!' at Rome, who·' fiabbed a C:efar for attempt­
ing. to ri\'ake' hi~relf their maficr, were' themfelves the 
moll: 'defpotical'of mankind to their flaves.· The . French, 
~ho'wete never reputed' cruel, while . they paid an' enthu-
,ftaflical homage. to liberty at home, their' plan- " 
tations with a rod' of iron~' Even .'. . juG in her 
f#ys, and gentle in.hcr:manners,:equal in her zeal for 
lib~i'~y, and more fuci:efsfulin obtaining it than France, 
hath been '2lik~ irihuman. in her colonial ' . 'of 

fiaves. 

, 
• 

• , 
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• Whence then could cruelty proceed but' from- a 

conviCiion that many Raves could not poffibly be kept ill 
order without it l It was extorted, as it always mutt: be, 
by neceffity. What except corporal punilhment can be 
inflitled 011 a nave ? Would you imprifon him l He is ill 
confinement. Would )'ou banilh him l He is baniihed. 
Would you. fine him l He no property, bis are· 
lIot his own. Would feparate him from his and . 
children l They are '. maGer's, not bis. . Wbat re. 
mains? Only one thing: corporal punifilment,·· which 
mua be increafed in proportion to bis ofFences : cut off 
his ears for the fira •. cut the tendons of bis hams and 
lame him in both legs for the fecond i . for the ,third kin 
him, and, if there be a God and a fut':lre let him. . 

. n ~~_ him, and if he can: but perhapa 
there will be po future a negro. hath no foul, 
perhaps, too, there is no 
. The African nave-trade' hath been a diftrefs to 

individuals; and now, if a. . be 'formed by 
the' petitions have been . to':par-
liament, the general voice is for the TOTAL AIOl.1TION . . 

f . . . .. . o It. '" . . . . '. .' . .... . . 
• 

. The~ ~s no di"culty i~ . . '. the . . of this 
trade: It IsconfejfedlyunJuft; and the danger to the·ftate 
from the quantum of fiavery; in a plantation· is a:aot. . 
to guefs. . There :,is in Jamaica ,a l,aX, or .tine· laid upon . 

.. ... (~ch as· keep .fewer.:.than_three .. wh't~ .t(t9Jl~.~l.&.Il~redJ)~~k: . :' 
fervant~~ it is raid .there are' in theillaQd aDour -.--

• 

thirty . perhaps, more whites, and, one' hun-
dred ~nd thoufand . . Hence foilowl 
the· necemt, offeverity.· In .' .the . difpropor~ 
tion is lefs, if, as it is :the. wbites ·be .twe.ll.t . 
thoufand and. the negroes only feventy~two. thoufand. 
At St. Kitt's, the inhabitants· are about forty ·thoufand, 
of whom thirty ·thoufand are blacks; and at Nevis 
whites are reputed about ,or threelhoufaud, and th. 
negroes fix ·thourand. '. ~. 

Nor is there. any . in anfwering .the argu(llent 
taken the fuppofed natural inferiority of the negroes. 
Per~ap. this may not.be true: and if.it be, the clear cop .. 
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dufion if;, that the wile ought to proteCt and not oppreis 
the weak. , , 

It hath becn affirmed, that thc co'ndition of the Afri­
. can~ on the flave coaft is fo wretched, that it is an aCl of 
mercy to tranfpol't thcm to the Europeal1 plantations • 

. I)o thc negroes think:; fo r And' nave the pl~nters any 
()mia~ to (c;ml back whh this good news to ·their coun. 

, 

, trymen t· ': . '. ." . . 
Thc real difficulty lies in the iml11l"diatc: dcpeildence of 

the plantations on the' 11 .. ve-tl'i,1.dc, for in thofe fultry cli­
mates -the dearin[~ of woods, the cultivation of lugar, 
ricc,and '; tobacco, require Jubou:'., whkh, ·the planters 
affirrn;:none'bufncgrocs·canpcrrorrn. ,}4'or this pUI'pole , 
.m3'nmi .. l cal~go of Africans is,neceflary; "and in the year 
J 77'L forty-icven thoufand, one hundred and forty-fix 
were exported, and of,thefe the' Liverpool llleJ'(~haJit5 car­
ried more than twcnty-nillcthoufand. ,The direCt pro'· 
duce· of.; thefe, on a moderate computation, amounts to 

~ one I million and ,a half'ft~r1ing, and the indireCt advall­
fag.c.s 'which ;Britain<lerives, from' their labours,in tb. 
p)ai1~tati~n5' are·:beyomh!ornputation.: ' . '. • . 

. Gradually to emancij"ilte the prcfent naves and to con-' 
\rert 'tl1em; into a YCt)l1lanry,' anci to fUpply. future'labourer~ . 
withont. violeJ)cc:; are: nvo . dclirables· of infinite conCe .. 
quence·; bunhe difficulty'of dle8:ing.thefc ends is far be· 

.. yond ihe:c'ompreheaifion'of tho«(wno have only private 
. arid. partial' information: ' . 'however, it rna ybe' be lieved they. 

.. __ ... ;J.r~-,-.both .. wi thin. the .. reach- of.}egiflature,~:with .. am pie ·in _... . 
, demnity to the planters, and without, diminution' to the 

flate; bUt'by what means mull be left, as it ought to be, . 
10 parliamentary··wjfdom~' Mean time',ieveral,confidera­
'ions' encourage, people. to hope that this great evil will 

" . 

in.due courJe be removed. . 
, ~rhetota.l ab~lition of-proper and abfolute !lavery hath . 
been eftetted in, feudal: ftates, as England, and .France, 
... ithout any,iliconveniel1ce" and with: innumerable ad­
Yantages. \Vhy lhould not the famecffeas proceed from 
the fame. caufe in the· plantations? . Would: not free ne­
groes properly treated. propagate their fpccies. in the plan­
tationsas well as on the coaUof Guinea? A growth of 
negroes would render importation unnetcffary, .. 
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The Spani~rds have made trial of a gradual ellfrall~', 

~hifement of their and no ill confcquences have;' 
followed •. At the' Havannah the, purchafel' of a nave ii,1 
~bliged by, law to ' enter the name and the price of tile,: 
nave in a publick regiR:er, to allow hi~ one day in every,: 

to wor~ Jor himfelf" befide S~days. The .. : 
of this., d,a y" If he ,choofe, .~o, work, 'ar~, f~cJured, to him . , 

, law, and, 'as foon as he IS able to purcliafe ' "'~at 
the 'm~er is obliged to .CelJ' i~ to him at 'the price of oq.e: 
fifth· ~(,hi.s, original coa,. andXo ,like~i(e, ,the remainirjg: 
four ys at the Camerate as foo, as the nave is, a~le,~ct. 
redeem them, after which he is free.. '~ ',', 

. Some gentlemen have made trials , to this in'the 
main in ,the Britifil: ... ' (ucce(s" and: 
the Ame~icans are experiencing . good clreas' ~( 
their efforts to the {a~e' purpo(e. 'What' fhoUldhindel 
others from imitati examples good' in themfelves,. ~n~ 

in the iifue. '. . . ' '." ' ' 
Some' of the beR: ,informed comnlcrcial writers in 

Europe affirm that the flavetrade obftruCls another trad~ 
. better. ,than itfelf: that Africa is the beft·· fituated f~t , , . " , , I. .' ' ' '·'1 

commerce ,of anyotherq~art~r of the W?rld',o that,fro~" 
Port-Sal1~eto m,e cape,of Good Hope ~,~ ,~n e:ct~~~ C!f . 
about. three thoufand I~agu~s of coaA:: that ItS. flve,r,s ~~~, . . 
of the firA: magnitude, as' the Nile and Nubia on'the ' 
north ,{hore, ~hich.fall into the': Mediterranean; the Ni:; . 

. ger' which empties : it~e~f' into: the' Atlantick.ori, t,hew~tt~, . 

.. ,the~-Congo,7~the~~Zau:I,-ai1d~thec':'~QangQ" fout",QL~h,~ . . , 
line, whi,C;h faU.into the Ethiopickocean on:the :weft fide, ' 
beyond ,the goldco:ift,~beNatal" the Prio' St.' Efprit, 'tho ,,' 
Melinda~ . and, the' Mozam~ which' empty t~emfely~i. · 
into the Indian ocean on the eaft fide of Africa: ·that the 
countryji populous beyond' credi bility, ana t~at· if proper' 
meafures . we~e pur(ued a greater quantity. of Europe~n. 
produce and manufaCtures might be exported ,thitherth~1l 
to. any, other country in the whole world :.~.that· there. are 
rich mines' of gold and filver,' and the' fineR copper. i~, 
the wo~ld: that many parts, and particulaI:ly the' banks.· . 
of the rivers near the, gold coaft and the' {lave coaA: ate. 
capable of the heft:·· cultivatioll, a temperate, ferti~'~; 
healthy and manageable foih th,at cinnamon, tea, cof.:: 
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ginger ~ ~Qtton1! rice, pepper, (ufH~ and in­
ve fome of them thriven ioadmiratiol1, and ~11 
do fo by proper ment: that wheat and 

o are in an~ pe " : ~h~t the woods· 
with v timber, ri~h fr~its. a:nd prec~oui 

: that ther~ are 0 camels,.' h,orres, ~lephantst :and 
, all forts of~atts': t~~t Ivory, ebony, 

, 

o fulphur, Civet, fait petre. 0 

, aloes, and 
thoufand 0 oth.erarti~lelo of 0 k ~bqu~d iq the im- ' 

kin~doms 9f A(ric~ : that ~t $e entra~ce' of 
the rivers I~to the (e~ ~ere are , harbo~rs, deep, 

calm, . from the wind~ .ndcapable of being 
o fecure fortifications. -are not 0 reveries of , , . 

, '0 but tr~e faCts , ~y feimen and mer-
chants '(rom aCtu:» of the the 

, 

African . ,St. Helens, Cape Verd, 
the • 0 0 ' the 0: and' they add, ~e nume-

, 0 0 of Afr~can cOlJlme~e, ~re capable of 
';lugmentation: that fu~Jl 0 0, ver,/ 

:' that the treafures of Africa are ': 
• • " " , ,. 0,. _. _ 

, 

: no~ing whicho'co~ld be cultivated the~ 
o .i.nte.a:fere with thepr9'luce of Britain: that , " 

o 0 0' , African trade muft, be efteemed fa much clear to . .... . . , .. 
00 °o_~ aN: .,ati~: ~4 that ,nothing ·th~ '''AV.-T.Il~DE ob-

o • all this. 0 0 :. ,:, " 0 0 , 

, , I' , 

.00 o'Th.e,ll,,~~h.: h_ve o. , 0 0 o"tJa~ 0 ' ~f th~ . ce 
'0 • 0 iRa.nds,j"~9: 0' as. barb~rOus as ,the 0 _., • negroes, 

, •• ", r " .... .~ '\' r • •• 

• • 0 • natives -to 

• 
, 

o . 0 0 by . profFere~ 0 more than ...... -
o ,~y foJ:~e of arms, which they uCed but to prefer~f: 

, 

the donl~nionther had acquired 0 0 • • The· 
~Igbtypower of the J)"tch' 0 the Indies originally 

, 0 fprang-.fr~m a very (mall .', 0 Nine 0 0 of 
~fterdam ' fubfcribed7o,ooo 0 fitted out four 

, 0.· from the 0 1595, and founded 
~e .ut~h ·.Ea~l~dia company, exte.~t of t~rrito~y 
.nd. nch~1 are. only to, Itii 
.- t.ra~e tha~ prev~nts· E"ropeans from .for~inJ 
.' fetclements i~ Afric~, for it ~s 0 o. _ to con~ 

o til; AfticaQ$ while ,we ftir up wars ~nlong 'the 

, 

• 

, negro 

, 

, 

• 

, 
, 

-



, 

, 
, 

39 
• 

negro princes for the fake of mAking captives or 
other for fale. 

"fhe hillory of thc South Sea Company, and the 
cnto exhibit a contrail tt;) the Dutch prorperity in 
Eaft. The Spaniards, having in a manner deflroyed the 
natives of Spanifh America, and having no ~c~tlements 
011 the coaftof Africa, are obliged to contraCt with fo­
reigners for an annual fupply of negro {laves to wort , 
their gold and filver mincs. The contraCt: hath 
through fcveral hands. The Genoefe firft:· in . 
but they made nothing of it. The Fr(~nch 
them, and feemed to Itourifh a while, but in the end ' 
they were fuft~rers. Then the Englilh South Sca 
Co~pany obtamed the contraCt, and undertook to 
furnalh 4,800 negroes a year, for thirty years: but the 
<:ompany, like the former Affienti gained no advan-
tages, worfe than former contractors could not fulfil . 
their engagemehts, and the contrall: their, ruin •. 
That freemen may b~ engaged to work in: mines; . ' 
free ncgroe5may be IOduced to labour. under the hnc. 
and that Europeans, if not wrought.· too hard,· may ,be 
prevailed on to work in the plantations, are . , dons in 
contefHble ,with many: and if theylbe, ' it.. 
that the flave trade is a gratification the. ambition and 
avarice of a few at the ~xpcnce of the general·' , , , 
of commercial kingdoms~ and .the 'natural rights '. .'" 
lions of the', human' (pedes.... Do the. mil~ions of negroes •. 

... _ ....... jnbon_da~e.ev<:rlcl1_~~LdQ~I1;_~l'!fI!:_tbej!J~~ds,_ an~~wi~ • :~_:_ 
dr· . .. eye~ look upward? Great· bein~' with what 
eyes thou behold them ! ' 
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