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SINFULNESS

OF

AMERICAN SLAVERY.

CHAPTER I.

EFFECTS ON THE SLAVE,

r
=i

On~E of the plainest tests in the world is that declaration
of our Lord, in reference to false teachers, as well as to all
good and evil persons or things: ¢ By their fruits ye shall
know them.”

In reference to the false prophets, our Lord declares:
‘““ Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall
know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns,
or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth
good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil frut. A
good tree can not bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt
tree bring forth good fruit. Kvery tree that bringeth not
forth good fruit 18 hewn down, and cast into the fire.
Wherefore, by their fruits ye shall know them,” Matt. vii,
165-20. . |

Our Savior, in order to show the real character of the
wicked Jews, who spoke blasphemously of his ministry and
acts, declares: “ For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt
fruit, neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit,” ete.,
Luke vi1, 43-45.

The plain common-sense truth is here brought up, that a
bad tree will produce bad fruit; and a good tree, good
fruit. And the character of the tree, whether good or bad,

YoL. 11.—2 18



14 EFFECTS ON THE SLAVE.

is easily known by its fruits; that is, the efect will always be
similar to its cause. The good heart is the good treasury,
and the treasure in it is the love of God and man, or holy
principles, and all the benevolent affections, and rnght
acts toward men. The bad heart is the bad treasury, and
its treasure is the carnal mind, which i1s enmity against
God, and ¢l-will to man; and this heart 1s a receptacle
charged with error, prejudice, sensuality, irreligion, envy,
hatred, malice, and all uncharitableness.

What is true of individuals, 1s also, In this respect, true of
bodies of men, whether of nations, Churches, or any collec-
tion of men, under any influences which act on them as
bodies. Slavery is a system which influences greatly the
slaves themselves, the masters who own and treat them as
slaves, as well as the slave community, whether of white
non-slaveholders, or colored persons not slaves. On the
part of the slave, he is deprived of what are called natural
rights, as the right to himself, his labor, property, his wife,
children, liberty, and personal security. Slavery utterly
neglects or opposes his intellectual, moral, and religious in-
struction; slavery annuls marnage, authorizes the licentious
and Indecent treatment of females; it permits excesses and
barbarities in punishment, with the perversion of those laws
which profess to restrain such abuses; and all the hardships
under which the slave labors, in point of law and practice,
from his liability to be sold apart, the rejection of his evi-
dence, the impediments to his acquisition of freedom, and
its insecurity when obtained.

On the part of the master, slavery, besides its prostration
of all human rights, and 1ts contempt of all Divine obliga-
tions, leaves to the uncontrolled and uncontrollable direction
of masters and managers, the food, the clothing, the general
treatment, the continuity, and the intensity of the compul-
sory labor of the slaves, and of the means by which that
labor shall be enforced ;: and leaves‘ also to the masters the
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enjoyments of the slaves, with all the unnumbered comforts
and charities of their social and domestic life.

Now, if slavery be good and nght, its effects will be good
on the master and the slave, and the community., But we
maintain the contrary; for, when God made men, he made
them not to be slaves. So when men are actuated by the
best dispositions and feelings, they can not frame a system
of slave laws which would prevent injustice, oppression, and
the most flagrant breach of God’s laws. Slavery has never
existed in the world, or in any quarter of it, either before or
after the Christian era, in which the vices of the slaves, and
the vices of the master in his conduct toward the slaves,
have not formed prominent and characteristic features of
the history of the times which were polluted by its preva-
lence. We will take occasion to consider the effects of
slavery on the slave, on the master, and on the slave com-
munity. And, in the first place, we will notice the effects
of slavery on the slaves.

1. We will commence with a few preliminary remarks.

While exaggerations on this topic should be avoided,
humanity requires that the whole truth should be honestly
spoken.

In treating of the effects of slavery, we will speak of its
general, not universal, effects. There are natural differences
among the bond as well as the free; and there is great
diversity in the circumstances in which they are placed.
The house slave is in circumstances far superior to those of
the field hands. The mechanics, too, hold 2 medium above
the field hands, and below the house slaves. But these
varieties do not determine the general character of the
institution. It has general characteristics, founded on its
very nature, and which predominate wherever sla%ry exists.

There are certain principles which operate on every man
in his natural condition of freedom, which restrain his
vicilous propensities, and greatly regulate his conduct.
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Among these may be placed, personal hberty, personal
security, the right to property, to one’s family, etc. Where
these rights are enjoyed, the happiness and welfare of com-
munities are promoted. Wherever these rights are taken
away, those who are despoiled of them sink down into
creatures of appetite and passion. They approach the

level of the beast, and can be moved only by such influences
as move beasts. This 1s the condition to which slavery

reduces the great mass which wears its brutalizing yoke.
Its effecis on the soul are worse than its effects upon the
body. Character, property, family respectability, are all
withdrawn from the slave. Thus slavery deranges and
ruins the moral powers of man.

2. The effects of slavery on the development and training
of the intellectual powers may be placed among its evil
first-fruits.

South Carolina long ago decided, by several penal sanc-
tions, that 1t was highly criminal for slaves to do any thing
at “mental improvement,”” and any one who aided slaves to
read, write, or keep accounts, was by law considered crim-
inal, And in 1834 the same state, in amending former
laws, continues the barbarous vandalism of a former age.
The act makes 1t a crime “ to teach or aid any slave to read
or write, or cause or procure any slave to be taught to read
or wnite.” No slave or free person of color can be em-
ployed as “clerk, or salesman.” (See for the act Anti-
slavery Record, vol. 1, p. 157.) Such is law or custom in
every slave state. The synod of Kentucky, in 1835, say of

Kentucky: ¢ Throughout our whole land, so far as we can
learn, there is but one school in which, during the week,

slaves can be taught. The light of three or four Sabbath
schools 1s seen glimmering through the darkness that covers
the black population of a whole state. Here and there a
family 1s found, where humanity and religion impel the mas-
ter, mistress, or children, to the laborious task of private



EFFECTS ON THE SLAVE. 17

instruction. But, after all, what 1s the utmost amount of
instruction given to slaves? Those who enjoy the most
of it, are fed but with the crumbs of knowledge which fall
from their master’s table.”

Such is the state of education among slaves in the most
privileged slave state of the Union. And, indeed, 1t is
much worse in the states further south. In every country
where slavery has existed, either penal laws, or cilgtom, or
other causes, have stood in direct opposition to the mental
improvement of the slaves. In the West Indies, the grossest
ignorance prevailed during the reign of slavery.

Slaveholders are aware that knowledge is power. They
know, too,. that to instruct the slaves in common school
learning, would be to emancipate them. Hence, the true
spirit and practice of slaveholders are to fetter the mind, as
well as the body, and that, too, in direct opposition to the
Gospel and the proclamation of it, which brings light to the
intellect and the conscience.

The synod of Kentucky, on this point, says all that can
be said on the subject; and, as they testify what they have
seen, we will rely on their declarations on the subject.
Speaking of the want of education among the slaves, the
synod says: ‘“Nor s it to be expected that this state of things
well become better, unless it 1s determined that slavery shall
cease. The impression 1s almost universal, that intellectual
elevation unfits men for servitude, and renders 1t impossible
to retain them in this condition. This impresston is unques-
tionably correct. The weakness and ignorance of their vic-
tims is the only safe foundation on which 1njustice and
oppression can rest. And the effort to keep in bondage
men to whom knowledge has imparted power, would be
like the Insane attempt of the Persian tyrants to chain the
waves of the sea, and whip its boisterous watlers into sub-
mission. We may as soon expect to fetter the winds, seal
up the clouds, or extinguish the fires of the volcanoes, as

0%
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to prevent enlightened minds from recovering their natural
condition of freedom. Hence, In some of our states laws
have been enacted prohibiting, under severe penalties, the
instruction of the blacks: and even where such laws do not
exist, there are formidable numbers who oppose, with deep
hostility, every effort to enlighten the mind of the negro.
These men are determined that slavery shall be perpetuated,
and they know that their universal education must be fol-
lowed by their universal emancipation. They are then
acting wisely, according to the wisdom of this world, when
they deny education to slaves; they are adopting a measure
necessary to secure their determined purpose. Its policy,
however, 1s akin to that which once induced the ruffian vio-
lators of female chastity to cut out the tongue and cut off
the hands of their victim, to disable her from uttering or
writing their names. She has to be maimed, or they would
be brought to justice. It is just such policy as the robber
exhibits, who silences in death the voices that might expose
him, and buries 1n the grave the witnesses of his crime.
He 1s determined to pursue his occupation, and his safety in
it requires that he should not indulge in the weakness of
keeping a conscience. How horrible must be that system,
which, 1n the opinion of even 1its strongest advocate, de-
mands, as the necessary condition of 1its existence, that
knowledge should be shut out from the minds of those who
live under it; that they should be reduced as nearly as pos-
sible to the level of brutes or living machines; that the
powers of their souls should be crushed! Let each one of
us ask, Can such a system be aided, or even tolerated, with-
out deep criminality ? (Address of the Synod of Kentucky,
pp. 8 and 9.)

The defenders and apologists of slavery are greatly puz-
zled, when called upon to defend and explain the want of
intellectual and moral cultivation of the slaves. Dr. Fuller
labors hard at this oar. He says, (Letters, p. 140:) “The



EFFECTS ON THE SLAVE. 19

words ‘moral cultivation’ signify, 1 presume, improvement
in holiness. Now, suppose a slave to have the word of
God, and to enjoy all the means of grace: why should his
moral improvement be impossible, because he labors for my
benefit? Then, again, as to intellectual cultivation: the
laboring population in all countries have but little taste or
time for literature; but if our slaves were taught to read, 1
know no class of people, employed in manual industry, who
would have more leisure for books.” Again, p. 157, Dr.
Fuller says: “You must already have perceived, that,
speaking abstractedly of slavery, I do not consider its perpe-
tration proper, even if it be possible. My sole business now
1s with present duty. That duty is not the emancipation,
but the instruction, moral and Intellectual, of the slave;
just as, in a despotism, the duty 1s not granting a free con-
stitution, but improving the subjects.” Did not Dr. Fuller
know that the slaves have not the word of God, and, if they
had, they could not read 1t? Nor have they the means of
orace, seeing this liberty depends on the will of the des-
potic masters. So Mr. Fuller, p. 158, concedes: “Upon no
two plantations is our servitude the same thing. In some
instances there may be all the injustice and heartlessness
you so well describe.”” So the treatment varies according
to the will of the master; yet, in some instances, great cru-
elties are perpetrated; and this entirely confutes all the
pleas that can be rendered for the good treatment of even
the many masters—by the way, a very doubtful thing.

3. Let us see what provision slavery makes to supply the
bodily wants of the slave. The great principle of slavery is,
to make the slave as profitable as possible to his master; and
to make him a profitable article of property, his bodily pow-
ers and wants are to be attended to. As much profitable
labor as possible is to be exacted from him, and as little ex-
pense as 18 consistent with his availability is to be incurred,
in supplying him with food, clothing, house, and medical
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attendance. A principle of slavery, then, is, to make the
most of his labor, at the least possible expense of food, cloth-
Ing, housing, and nursing. This alone is treating human
beings in direct opposition to the law of God, which teaches
that the chief end of man is to glorify God, in improving
and exercising his intellectual and moral powers, and doing
good to his fellow-men.

The labor of slaves is entirely forced, and not voluntary.
The problem for the slaveholder is, what is the greatest
amount of labor which he can extract from all, male and
female, young and old, consistently with his own interests.
In the sugar plantations of the West Indies the average
labor of the year was about fourteen or sixteen hours a day.
In the sugar plantations of the south the amount is proba-
bly near the same. This forced labor is calculated to 1m-
brute the man, as the intellectual or moral powers have no
proper sphere of exercise.

The habitations of the slaves, being generally cold and
comfortless, without separate apartments for the sexes, or
furniture, have the effect of degrading the inmates to no
small degree; while the food of the slave is either scanty,
or of inferior quality, or partaken of as the offals of the
master’s table. Hence, when in quantity and quality the
food is sufficient, the servile manner in which 1t is received
is calculated .o degrade and brutalize the slave.

Nor can the apologists for slavery make out their case,
if they can establish the fact, that the slaves are well
clothed and fed, and when their labor is not greater than
their bodily constitution enables them to endure, or, in
short, when the slave -has the ordinary sufficiency of com-
fort for one of inferlor species—for a mere brute animal.
Our opponents forget that the slave is a being formed for
- Immortality—that God has given him mental faculties like
our own—that he has given him human dispositions and
feelings, hopes and joys, and soclal propensities. They
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forget the right of the slave to Christian marrage, and to
linstruct and train his children in the nurture and admoni-
'tion of the Lord. Their claim, too, to education and relig-
‘jous instruction is forgotten. All these rights are denied
“and withheld by the system of slavery; and 1t has been
Aheld by those who defend the system, that the slave, like
hls fellow-bruie, should be contented if he has a sufficiency
-of food and clothing, and is secured from the inclemencies
“of the weather, and has due medical care.

4. The moral effects of slavery on the slave are of the
most ruinous kind.

There is necessarlly a great want of moral obligation on
the part of the slave. For what sense of moral obligation
can he be expected to possess who is-shackled in every ac-
tion and purpose, and is scarcely dealt with as an account-
able being? Will the man, for example, whose testimony
is rejected with scorn, be solicitous to establish a character
for veracity? Will those who are treated as cattle be
taught thereby to restrain those natural appetites which
they possess in common with their fellow-laborers of the
team ? or will women be prepared for the due performance '
of domestic and maternal duties by being refused the con-
nubial tie, or by being led to regard prostitution to their -
owner or his representative as the most honorable distinc-
tion to which they can aspire? From slavery proceeds that
moral degradation which sinks its victim to the level of the
brute, with this farther disadvantage, that not being wholly
irrational, he is capable of inspiring greater degrees of ter-
ror, resentment, and aversion, and will, therefore, seem to
his owner to require and to justify severer measures of co-
ercion. Let us enumerate a few particulars in which the
demoralizing 1influences of slavery on the slave will be
plainly manifested.

(1.) Slavery leads to licentiousness among the slaves.

This has been the result of it in every country. Just
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look at it in the West Indies. Dr. Willlamson, who resided
in Jamaica fourteen years—from 1798 to 1812—and a
steady advocate for slavery, in his Medical and Miscella-
neous Observations says: ‘A stranger is much surprised to
observe the domestic attachments which many of the most
respectable white inhabitants form with females of color.
Among the negroes licentious appetites are promiscuously
oratified, and the truth requires that it should not be con-
cealed. The whites on estates follow the same habits, on
many occasions, to a greater extent. Black or brown mis-
tresses are considered necessary appendages to every es-
tablishment: even a young book-keeper, coming from Eu-
rope, is generally instructed to provide himself; and how-
ever repugnant may seem the idea at first, his scruples are
overcome, and he conforms to general custom.” (Vol. ii
pp. 42—-49.) “That unrestrained habit of promiscuous
intercourse, which almost universally prevails in Jamaica,
is, in itself, an insuperable bar to population. Negro wo-
men, in that unrestrained and corrupt line of conduct they
are apt to pursue, on arriving at puberty, contract habits
inimical to all decency, and particularly adverse to all prob-
ability of increasing numbers on the estate. . An
unlucky habit of debasement has established 1tself by long
custom on estates, of hook-keepers attaching themselves to
mistresses, slaves on the estate.”

In the United States the same system of slavery prevails as
in the West Indies, and with the same consequences. The
total disregard of marriage by the slave system, which leaves
the female slaves entirely in the power of their masters,
produces licentiousness, among the colored people, of the
most corrupting kind; and this is the inseparable concom-
itant of slavery, according to all impartial witnesses. The
synod of Kentucky declare: ““Slavery produces general licen-
tiousness among the slaves.” It were needless to make
quotations from the host of witnesses which could be pro-
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duced on this revolting topic. Suffice it to say, that slavery
has always been, is now, and ever must be, the cause of
unbounded licentiousness. 'This is inseparable from 1ts very
nature. It is, therefore, sinful, because it produces, per se
and inevitably, this sinful and demoralizing result.

(2.) The slave is a liar, because he is a slave. His state
of subjugation makes him a hypocrite. The business of
his life is to deceive his master. While he is cursing him
in his heart, he avows strong affection for him. He pretends
sickness to avoid labor. He lies at every turn, to conceal
the faults for which he dreads the lash of the overseer or
driver.

Indeed, southern law brands the slave as a liar, whose
testimony is to be received in no case where a white party
is concerned; and, indeed, Chief Justice Henderson, of
South Carolina, so decides, in a case where the testimony
of a slave was offered. He says: ‘“The master has an
almost absolute control over the body and mind of the
slave. The master’s will is the slave’s will. All his acts,
all his sayings are made with a view to propitiate his mas-
ter. His confessions are made, not from a love of truth, not
from a Sense of duty, not to speak falsehood, but- to please
his master; and it is vain that his master tells him to speak
the truth, and conceals from him how he wished the ques-
tion answered. The slave will ascertain, or, which is the
same thing, think that he has ascertained the wishes of his
master, and mold his answer accordingly. We, therefore,
more often get the wishes of the master, or the slave’s
belief of his wishes, than the truth. And this is so often
the case, that the public justice of the country requires,
that they should be altogether excluded. Confessions
made to propitiate the good opinion of the jailer, or to.
avert harsh treatment, are excluded on the same principle.
I think the case of master and slave much stronger. The
power of the jailer is temporary and limited, that of the
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master permanent and almost unlimited.” (See Sixth An-
nual Report of Antislavery Society for 1839.)

(3.) He is a thief, because he is a slave. This is proverb-
ial. The slave considers theft as merely some recompense
for the robbery of his wages. To make up for the quan-
tity and quality of his food, he purloins not only from his
master, but from the neighbors of his master.

And indeed theft, especially petty theft, and the knavery
connected with it, have always been the effect of slavery in
every country. The Anglo-Saxon word knave was at first
used to designate a serving man or slave. But, as most
slaves became purloiners of their masters’ goods, the word
knave became the name of an unprincipled servant or slave.
The name fur, which signifies a ?tkief In Latin, became
synonymous with slave:

“ Quid domini facient, audent cum talia FURES 7"’
(Virgil, Eclog. 111, 16.)

““ When servants [thieves] do such things, what may not
be expected from their masters?”

So Plautus, (Aulul. 11, 46,) says, “Homo es trium litera-
rum’’—*Thou art a man of three letters,” that 1s, Fur, a
THIEF, Theft is, therefore, a legitimate and unfailing con-
sequence of slavery. The example of the original theft
committed on the slave, and the continual robbery which
he endures, teach him to do likewise. And the daily thefts
of slaves generally are no more than imitations, on a small
scale, of the felonlous theft or robbery practiced by the
master on the slave, in depriving him of the—fruits of ~his
labor and appropriating them to himself. The master, both
by precept and example, teaches the slave to be a.thief. He
teaches him by precept, when he affirms that slavery is right
or it 1s the best for the slave, under the circumstances, or
he has bought him, or inherited him, or the like. The
master teaches the slave by example to be a thief, in the
daily wrongs inflicted on him, and the rights of which he is



. EFFECTS ON THE SLAVE. 25

" divested. When the master, openly, daringly, and con-
stantly breaks the commandment, ¢ Thou shalt not steal,”
on the person of the slave and the labor of his hands, is 1t
marvelous that the slave should imitate his example, and
steal food when he is hungry, or any thing else which would,
even in part, recompense him for the robbery which he
suffers ? h

(4.) He is a Sabbath-breaker, because he 1s a slave. To
say nothing of slavery in heathen countries, its effect has
been to violate the Sabbath. In the West Indies, Sabbath
markets and Sabbath work became generally established,
and the practice was continued till slavery was destroyed.
In the United States, where work is not required on the
Sabbath, this day is the common day of recreation to the
slaves, when they are not compelled by necessity to culti-
vate their gardens for food, or make and mend their clothes,
or attend market and visit their friends. And in proportion
as the Sabbath i1s violated, the manners of the people are
viclous, regardless of every commendable principle, and
afford examples of buman depravity which corrupt society.

(5.) He 1s a murderer, because he is a slave. He hates
his oppressor. His bosom is actuated with a spirit of
revenge. All slaves are not guilty of these sins habitually,
which lead to murder. But the tendency of slavery is to
lead its victims to hatred and revenge, and then to murder.
The system has murdered the slaves, and, by the law of
retaliation, the slave in his turn approaches the master with
the same evil design. And the various insurrections of
slaves, and the murders which have arisen from them, are
nothing more than the natural workings of the system of
slavery.

(6.) He is indolent, because he is a slave. Having no
moilves to urge him to industry, arising from the support
of himself and family, or benevolent enterprise, and as the
fruit of all his labor goes to his owner, the slave, in the

VoL, 11.—3
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absence of all adequate motives to industry, works as httle
as he can. The whip and its fear are the only stimulants
to action; and these are evaded as much as possible.

5. Slavery, in its mildest form, 1s an unwarrantable degra-
dation of human beings. Man was created in the image of
God, and placed over the animate and inanimate creation.
He is formed to seek happiness, perform duties, to scatter
blessings in his sphere. Slavery dethrones him, places him
in society with brutes, and subjects him to a cenditien for
which he was not made, and to which he is not adapted—
where he can not act himself, and where little that is human
is left, except a capacity to suffer. The degradation of
man to an article of property is not an accident of slavery;
1t 1s the very essence of the thing, and which must enter
into a system of servitude. to constitute slavery. Without
this there could be no slave. A deprivation of self-owner-
ship, 1s the unwarrantable degradation of man; and this is
inseparable from slavery—it is slavery itself. He is branded
as a liar by the laws of the system, in being refused the
right of bearing testimony. He can not be a party to a
civil suit In any equitable way. He is doomed to 1gnorance
by being deprived of education. The means of moral and
religious instruction are not granted to the slave; on the
contrary, the efforts of the religious to supply these wants
are either forbidden or discountenanced by law. The slave,
too, must submit to the master. The penal codes bear
much more heavily on the slave than on the free man.
They are prosecuted and tried upon criminal accusations in
a manner nconsistent with the rights of humanity and the
spirit and precepts of religion. Let us just glance at a few
of those degrading and inhuman indignities to which the
slave 1s constantly exposed, and to which he is reduced.

The very name of sLave, and its derivatives, slavish,
servile, bondage, etc., show the degradation of the man.
We can say nothing more insulling or disparaging of
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another, than that he is servile or slavish. And to possess
the spirit and feeling and occupy the place of a slave, is to
have sunk to the lowest depth of degradation and dishonor.
No punishment except death is more dreaded than slavery,
and to avoid it many have suffered death. The processes
by which the spirit is broken to slavery are among the most
inhuman that can well be enumerated.

The heir to slavery, since the theft and robbery of the
African slave-trade have ceased, is seized upon at birth, in
helpless infancy, and 1s degraded into a thing and vendible
property, without either intellectual, moral, or religious
training. And if humanity can succeed n teaching and
elevating in any degree the slave, it receives neither en-
couragement nor help in this work, but, on the other hand,
discouragement and almost insuperable hinderances.

Look at the practice of selling slaves, the practice of
having markets for men as for cattle, of examinmng the
limbs and bodies of men and women as of a brute, putting
human beings under the hammer of an auctioneer, and
delivering them, like other articles of traffic, to the highest
bidder, the separation of families, with a thousand other
indignities and degradations, that pen can not write and
tongue can net utter; the doings only of the slave market
can utter such atrocities of sin and degradation of the
human species.

Look at the degradation of the wh:p, and the fear which
it inspires. The motive to labor, on the part of the slave,
is the fear of the whip, or other corporeal punishments.
Take away the whip, and the slave, as a matter of course,
would be idle, because his labor hath neither dignity nor
reward. His labor brings no new comforts to his wife or
children. . The 'motive which sways him is necessarily a
base and degrading one. To work in sight of the whip,
under the terror of blows, is to be exposed to perpetual
insult and degrading mfluences. The disgrace of the whip
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1s itself a dishonor, which sinks its victim to the grade of a
brute.

Nor has slavery spared woman in its tortures. In the
West Indies, the flogging of women on the naked back and
hips, while in a prostrate condition, was customary, and
never could be broken up by a thousand enactments, and
by all the shame and dishonor connected with it. When
the Legislature of St. Christopher refused to abolish female
flogging, they decided, however, that women, for the fu-
ture, should have the privilege of being flogged ‘““on the
shoulders,” instead of the “Aips.”” A benevolent slave
apologist, Mr. Huskisson, however, hoped the Legislature of
the island would consent “entirely to abolish a mode of
punishment so destructive of self-respect, and so calculated
to debase the female character.” Dut he was disappointed
in his pious wish,

The flogging of women in the United States presents the
most revolting picture of degradation. And, although the
cases of flogging women on the bare back, while prostrate
on their face on the ground, may not be of general use, the
occurrence of one such case, unwhipped by the severest
stripes of justice, 1s a sin and disgrace to any nation; suffi-
cient to stamp them with one of the worst traits of bar-
barism and cruelty. Suspending women by the hands, or
in any other manner confining them, and inflicting on their
bare backs the incisions of the whip, is a common mode
of correcting slaves, and sufficient to bring the wrath of
Heaven on the perpetrators of such mmhumanity—on those
who enact the laws, or can silently remain subject to such
laws, without using every means in their power to annul
them. Yet, this could not be done while slavery exists;
for while it exists the whip and female whipping on the
bare back form part and parcel of the very system, and
an indispensable part of 1t, too.

And then look at their common implements of torture,
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confinement, correction, and, certainly, the most revolting
degradation is inseparable from them. Here are the large

chains, to which the ranks of emigrating or transported slaves
are attached, with the small side chains and handcuffs, to

complete their apparatus of migration; and then, the drand-
ing irons, and <ron collars, and the like, too ignominious for
the most degraded felons and murderers sent to our peni-
tentiaries or sentenced to the gallows! and all these in open
daylight exposure, to say nothing of the private modes of
degrading punishment and treatment, brutalizing to those
who are punished and those who inflict the punishment.

The slaves are more degraded than the Africans. How-
ever humiliating the statement may be, it 1s nevertheless
true, that, low in point of morals as the Africans may have
been in their own country, their descendants in this country
are lower still. Such, at least, are the accounts that some
travelers give of the Africans, before they were corrupted
by the European slave-traders.

6. We might bring to view a vanety of facts to show,
that the degradation of the slaves, morally, intellectually,
and in their modes of life, is of the lowest kind, and that
this is owing to slavery; but it seecms unnecessary to add
any thing to what we have already given on this point, in
previous pages.

7. Nor can the kindness of masters do away the evils of
slavery. It is readily admitted, that the kindness of mas-
ters does much for the mitigation of slavery. Were it pos-
sible to render 1t innocent, the efforts of some masters
would accomplish the object. Slavery itself is evil, cor-
rupt, and sinful, not merely through any singular corruption
in slaveholders, but from its own mtrinsic nature, and in
spite of all efforts to make it good. It is incapable of re-
form or of essential mitigation. It is radically wrong, and
can never be made right; and meliorations, to do away its

leading, moral wrongs, would proceed from step to step, till
3%
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they would reach the master wrong—the root of all oth-
ers—the making man a slave at all, or, in other words,
making him property and a chattel, or, as the civil law
terms it, making him a quadruped, or beast. Slavery itself
1s a corrupt fountain, which sends forth bitter waters. It is
a bad tree, which brings forth bad fruit.

8. Nor can slave laws be resorted to as an apology or
release from the sins or bad effects of slavery. The legal
constitution of slavery has been written in characters of
blood, and hung round with all those attributes of cruelty
and revenge which jealousy, contempt, and terror could
suggest; and should it be pleaded, that the present race of
slaveholders are not so much in fault as the system 1n which
they are involuntarily connected, yet slavery is, in itself,
an atrocious crime; and every man, who loves his country,
should do his utmost, in all righteous ways, to do it away.
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CHAPTER II.

EFFECTS OF SLAVERY ON THE FREE PEOPLE OF COLOR IN THE
UNITED STATES.

1. Tae diversities of men, as to color, stature, and a
variety of other circumstances, are numerous and striking,
although all are derived from one common stock—Adam
and Eve.

The known influence of natural causes is sufficient to
account for the diversities which characterize the inhabit-
ants of different continents.

The influence of heat over all material substances is
almost omnipotent, in changing their form, magnitude, and

color. Vegetable plants removed to a climate or soil differ-
ent from their own, manifest a wonderful power of adapting

their conformation and habits to the circumstances around
them. Several of the annual herbs of the polar regions,
when transferred to a temperate clime, become perennial
shrubs; and our shrubs, in the torrid zones, become stately
trees. Some trees, covered 1n their wild state with thorns,
when cultivated become smooth and harmless. All the
different kinds of apples are derived from the same orig-
mal, and owe their peculiarities, to their various climates,
soils, situation, and culture.

The diversities In man are not greater than those found
among vegetables or amimals. Quadrupeds of the same
family, in the state of nature, are generally of one color;
but they become of various colors by domestication; and
so of animals in general.

In the different climes of KEurope, Asia, Africa, and
America there are men of all shades of color, from white
to black, and of various sizes. There have been reckoned
five races of men; but fifty might as well be enumerated
as five. The Portuguese colony settled at Mitomba have
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become perfect negroes. The Foulahs, by their mode of life,
neat dress, cleanliness of person, have preserved their ele-
gance of form and delicacy of features, though dwelling
among the naked and deformed aboriginals of Guinea. In
America the grades of color among the aboriginals are less
than among other nations, owing, doubtless, to similarity in
their modes of life; and the great equality of climate, owing
to the contiguity to the great seas, as well as other causes.
In Europe the complexion becomes darker as the climate be-
comes warmer. The English and the more northern Euro-
peans are fairer than the Germans and French, while those
on the southern verge of Europe are darker than those who
~ dwell north of them. In short, in the process of time the
descendants of negroes have acquired the very same com-
plexion which the descendants of Europeans have acquired
by residing, for successive generations, in the same climate.

2. We have sufficient proofs of the high intellectual char-
acter of portions of the African race, to place them on the
same general footing with the people of other countries.

If Africa now ranks low in’civilization, there was a time
when she ranked .high. Before 4mperial Rome was known,
even by name, Thebes, the wealthy and the great, was cele-
brated in song by Homer; and Memphis was renowned in
power and magnificence when Greece was in a state of bar-
barism. Egypt excelled in science, in population, wealth, and
power, and gave letters to Greece. Carthage was long the
rival of Rome in wealth, in arms, in power, and knowledge.
Other nations of northern Africa contended long and stoutly
with the mistress of the world. Origen, Tertullian, Cyp-
rian, and Augustine were all Africans. At a later period
the Moors were distinguished for their learning and genius.

Among modem’ Africans even those who have been
chained in mind as well as in body, by the crushing influ-
ence of slavery, we find men who will advantageously com-
pare with those of the Anglo-Saxon race. Time would not
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allow us to give a list of ‘them, much less to give a descrip-
tion of their characters. (See, for this, “Tribute to the
Negro,” which will give a detailed account of the talents
and characters of many Africans.)

Many nations, who were once considered as deficient in
mental capacity, have reached the highest pitch in the scale
of empire; while the very nations, which at one time con-
temned them, have sunk into a state of degeneracy. The
Romans could have found an image of their own ances-
tors in the representation they have given of ours, In
their description of the ancient Gauls, English, Germans,
and Spaniards; and we may see a very exact picture
of our early ancestors, in the condition of the African
and Indian tnbes. Cicero, in one of his lctters to Atti-
cus, says: ‘“The result of the British war may now be
looked for. It appears that the entrances to the island are
fortified with wonderful barricades. 1t is now known that
there is not a particle of silver in that island, nor any hope
of prey, except in slaves; and I suppose that you will not
expect that any of these slaves are instructed either in mu-
sic or in-letters.” (Epist: agl Atticum, lib. iv, ep. 16.) The
ancient Britons went nearly without clothing, painted their
bodies in a fantastic manner, offered up human victims
to.rude idols, and lived In hollow trees or the rudest
habitations. Cicero informs us, that the ugliest and the
most stupid slaves came from England; and he urges his
friend Atticus “not to buy slaves from Britain, on account
of thelr stupidity, and their inaptitude to learn music and
other accomplishments, Ceesar describes the British, gen-
erally, as a nation of very barbarous manmers. ¢Most
of the people in the interior,” he says, “never sow corn,
but live upon milk and flesh, and are clothed with skins.”
In another place he remarks: “In their domestic and social
habits the British are as degraded as the most savage
nations. They are clothed with skins, wear the hair of
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their heads unshaven and long, but shave the rest of their
bodies, except their upper lip, and stain themselves a blue
color with wood, which gives them a horrible appearance in
battle.”” We would be surprised if, from these circum-
stances, Cicero, Caesar, Tacitus, and Pliny, would argue that
the present descendants of the Britons should be slaves;
yet this is both the law, the practice, the argument, and the
judicial decision in the United States. *

3. Among those colored people who are free n the United
States, the effects or operations of slavery are visible, inju-
rious, and unjust.

In the early part of the government of the United States,
the slaves were mostly colored persons. Free colored per-
sons were, therefore, the object of hate to slaveholders. In
1790 they drove Congress into a most barbarous policy, in
excluding all colored foreigners from being naturalized. In
1792 an act was passed prohibiting all colored men from
being enrolled in the militia. In 1793 Congress passed the
inhuman law by which every foot of soil in the north was
made legitimate race-ground for the slave-catcher, and
making it the duty of every state officer to aid when called
on. In 1810 a law was passed that no colored man should
carry the mail, or be employed as a driver on a coach that
carries it, under a penalty of $50.

‘“In some of the states, if a free man of color is accused
of crime, he is denied the benefit of those forms of trial
which the common law has established for the protection of
innocence. Thus, 1n South Carolina, it is thought quite
unnecessary to give a grand and petit jury the trouble of
Inquiring into his case; he can be hung without so much
ceremony. But who is a colored man? We answer, the
fairest man in Carolina, if it can be proved that a drop of
negro blood flowed in the veins of his mother.

“The following extract, from a late Charleston paper,
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gives us a curious instance of the administration of criminal
justice in a Christian country, in the nineteenth century:

“ ¢ Trial for Murder.—William Tann, a free colored man,
was tried on Friday last, at John’s Island, for the murder
of Moses, the slave of Joseph D. Jenkins, Ksq., of that place.
The court consisted of Willlam H. Inglesby and Alexander
H. Brown, Esgrs., judicial magistrates, (justices of the
peace,) of this city, together with five freeholders. The
murder was committed at John’s Island, on the fourth of
July, 1832, Tann shooting down Moses with a musket loaded
with buckshot. Tann was at that time overseer for a Mr.

Turray, and from the fairness of his complexion was thought
to be and passed for a waHITE MAN. He was accordingly
bound over to answer for this offense to the cOURT OF sEs-
SIONS, but it having been decided on an issue ordered and
tried at Walterboro, for the purpose of ascertaining his
caste, that he was of MIXED BLOGD, he wus turned over by
the court, to the jurisdiction of magistrates and freeholders.
The court found him gulty, and sentenced him to be hung
on Friday next, April 24, 1835.” (Charleston Courier.)

‘“In South Carolina, if a free negro ‘entertains’ a runaway
slave, he forfeits ten pounds, and if unable to pay the fine,
which must be the case ninety-nine times in a hundred, he
1s to-besold as a slave for life. In 1827 a free woman and
her three children were thus sold, for harboring two slave
children.

“ In Mississippi, every negro or mulatto, not being able to
prove himself free, may be sold as a slave. Should the
certificate of his manumission, or the evidence of his parents’
freedom, be lost, or stolen, he is reduced to hopeless bond-
age. This provision extends to most of the slave states, and
1s in full operation in the District of Columbia.

“In South Carolina, any assembly of free negroes, even
in the presence of white persons, ‘in a confined or secret
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place, for the purpose of mental instruction,’” is an unlawful
assembly, and may be dispersed by a magistrate, who is
authorized to inflict twenty lashes on each free negro attend-
ing the meeting.

¢In the city of Savannah, any person who teaches a free
negro to read or write, incurs a penalty of thirty dollars.
Of course, a father may not instruct his own children.

“In Maryland, a justice of the peace may order a free
negro’s ears to be cut off for striking a white man. In Ken-
tucky, for the same offense, he 1s to receive thirty lashes,
‘well laid on,” The law of Louisiana declares, ¢ Free people
of color ought never to insult or strike white people, nor
presume to conceive themselves equal to the whites; but,
on the contrary, they ought to yiela to them on every occasion,
and never speak or answer them but with respect, under the.
penalty of imprisonment, according to the nature of the
case.’

“The corporation of Georgetown, in the District of Colum-
bia, passed an ordinance, making it penal for any free negro
to recetve from the post-office, have in his possession, or cir-
culate, any publication or writing whatsoever of a seditious
character.

‘“In North Carolina, the law prohibits a free colored man,
whatever may be his attainments or ecclesiastical authority,
to preach the Gospel.

“In Georgia, a white man is liable to a fine of five hun-
dred dollars for teaching a free negro to read or write. If
one free negro teach another, he is to be fined and whipped
at the discretion of the court! Should a free negro pre-
sume to preach to, or exhort his companions, he may be
seized without warrant, and whipped thirty-nine lashes, and
the same number of lashes may be applied to each one of
his congregation.

‘“ In Virginia, should free negroes or their children assem-

ble ¢ a school to learn reading and writing, any justice of
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the peace may dismiss the school, with twenty stripes on the
back of each pupil. |

““In some states, free negroes may not assemble together
for any purpose, to a greater number than seven. In North
Carolina, free negroes may not trade, buy, or sell, out of
the cities or towns in which they reside, under the penalty
of forfeiting their goods, and recerving in lieu thercof thirty-
nine lashes.

“By a late law of Maryland, a free negro coming into the
state, 1s liable to a fine of fifty dollars for every week he
remains 1n 1t. If he can not pay the fine, he is sowrp.

“In Louisiana, the penalty for msfructing a free black in
a Sunday school, is, for the first offense, five hundred dol-
lars ; for the second offense, pEaTII!

‘“Such, In a greater. or less degree, 1s the situation of
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three hundred thousand of our fellow-citizéns.” —(Jay’s In=
quiry.)

The laws of some free states have largely partaken of
the spirit and character of those of the slave states in
reference to free colored people. DBut this is no other than
the element of slavery at work even in the very bosom of
freedom. In Ohio, these odious laws have been repealed,
and we trust the same will take place in every state where
they now exist.

4. The power of slavery, so constantly associated with
color, has been and is now severely felt by the free colored
people throughout the Union, especially in the slave states.
The mere acquisition or exercise of political official power,
though of itself of great value, 1s not always necessary for
every individual in society, in order to secure and enjoy the
rights of justice, as is the case with minors, women, and
aliens, and others. Of these advantages we need not speak
just now; nor will our treatise afford room to discuss the
subject of political rights. We refer to the common
privileges of right and wrong, of justice and injustice; and

Vor. 1.—4
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we must maintain, that slavery, apart from color, has
entailed on the free colored people the infliction of great
wrongs, as well as deprived them of many just and equitable
richts. The quotation from Jay, given above, presents, In
part, the serious wrongs which the free colored man suffers
in every part of the United States. We can give here no
more than some limited views of the practical operations of
this disfranchisement of personal rights.

Take an example. The Rev. Jabez P. Campbell, pastor of
the African Methodist Episcopal Church, for the cities of
Boston and Providence, was traveling from the latter city to
Philadelphia, in March, 1843. He went to the office of the
Jersey City Railroad Company and purchased a ticket, paid
as others paid, on the condition that he should have, without
molestation, a comfortable seat. After he had got on his
way till the second conductor entered the cars, he was
ordered out of the car, although he had purposely seated
himself in a corner, to be as inoffensive as possible. On his
refusal to go, the conductor, assisted by others, beat him
unmercifully, and conveyed him to a baggage or lumber car.

When Mr. Douglass, a celored man, paid his passage from
Liverpool to New York, on board the Cunard steamer line,
on the condition of equal privileges, he was, on the passage,
deprived of this right, and compelled to occupy a room by
himself.

But the instances of injustice toward free colored persons
would fill volumes, and we can not enlarge on the subject.
Indeed, this is not necessary, as the most careless observers
must have noticed these things.

5. As to the present state of moral and intellectual im-
provement of the free people of color in the United States,
especlally in the free states, some remarks may be made
here.

According to the census of 1840, the number of free
persons of color in the United States was three hundred and
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eighty-six thousand, two hundred and thirty-five, amounting
now, we suppose, to about four hundred thousand; and as
the slaves amount to about three millions, the free colored
people are about one-eighth part of the entire colored’
people. In the free states, and In some of the slave
states, the religious and 1ntcllectual improvement of the free
colored people 1s very considerable, taking into view their
great disadvantages. Although shut out generally from the
schools and colleges of the whites, they are providing for
themselves, by patronizing schools, academies, and even col-
leges of their own. Their religious. movements, too, are
such as to give great promise for the future. And although
their progress, as yet, 1s far behind that of their more fortu-
nate neighbors, yet their advancement is such as to afford
guarantee that they are rapidly, on the whole, approximating
to a state which will be hazardous to the existence of
slavery. They have several weekly papers, conducted by
colored persons. Those who, raised in slavery, could not
read, arc learning ; and every free man, woman, and child,
who can read ever so imperfectly, apply themselves con-
stantly in reading books and papers, of all descriptions.
With the power of the press in their own hands, and the
doors of knowledge considerably open to them, their ad-
vancement, 1n the next and succeeding generations, will be
such as to show a wonderful improvement that will shake
the very foundations of slavery, if, indeed, slavery can live
to see two or three generations of its further existence in
the United States,

6. Yet the colored free population are very little in love
with a northern climate. In Ohio they mostly live, by
choice, in the southern portions of the state. The same
remark will apply to the free states generally. The colored
people shun the cold, and strongly incline to the warmer
regions. Even the free population of the slave states arg
slow to move north, and, indeed, prefer the greater disabili-
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ties in connection with a slave population to the greater ad-
vantages connected with their color in the free states.

Nor is Canada an exception, only that the miserable
fugitive, pursued in the slave states by the blood-hounds
and the man-catchers, and through the free states by the
iron hand of unjust laws, and unprincipled hireling man-
stealers, finds that legal security from unjust laws under the
mane of the British lion, which he could not enjoy under the
soar of the American eagle. In 1848, in Canada West,
according to the census taken, the entire number of colored
persons was ten thousand. About three thousand, three
hundred and forty-two, or one-third, are natives of the
United States. The increase for the previous five years was
one thousand, four hundred and four, or about two hundred
and eighty-one per year. The number in all Canada was
considered, In 1840, to be about fifteen thousand. Yet
Canada is far from being the genial home of the colored
people. Nor do they, as some suppose, enjoy even there
equal political privileges. (Sece proceedings of the World’s
Convention, for 1840, pp. 302-314, and p. 285.)

The free people of color 1n Virginia are now sixty thou-
sand ; in 1900 they will be about two hundred and forty
thousand ; and in 1950—one hundred years from now—they
will be one million. A similar progress will be the result
in other slave states.

7. Colored people under the British government.—It is
asserted, however, with great confidence, that the colored
people under the British flag are treated in all respects as
British subjects, and as white men are treated i England.
This, we are persuaded, 1s an error of considerable magni-
tude, as well as of injurious consequences to those whom it
1s intended to favor. It is most true, that in the colored
provinces of the British empire, the colored man is now
free, and on the highway to progress. It is also true, that
when colored diplomatists visit Britain they are treated
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in character. It is also true, that colored visitants to Eng-
land, as public persons, are for the time being admitted
into the best British society. But then the privileges end
just there. In social relations, the unofficial colored man,
in the heart of England, is not a whit better in his social
advantages than he 1s in the free states of America. And,
as a demonstration of the matter, no persons In America
are more unwilling to form any kind of association with
colored people, than the English, Irish, Scotch, and German
emigrants; and this same prejudice—or call it what you
please—they carry with them from the very bosom of Eng-
land, Scotland, and Germany.

Mr. Walsham, an English author, in his admirable ¢ Essay
on Colonization,” in speaking of the condition of the colored
people of London about the year 1840, says, ¢ The blacks
living in London are generally profligate, because unin-
structed, and vitiated by slavery, for many of them were
once slaves of the most worthless description; namely, the
idle and superfluous domestic, and the gamblers and thieves
who infest the towns in the West Indies. Some come to
attend children and sick persons-on board, and others are
brought by their masters by way of parade. In London,
being friendless and despised on account of their complexion,
and too many of them being incapable of any useful occu-
pation, they sink into abject poverty.” (See Tribute to the
Negro, p. 112.)

8. British colonization of colored people.~Many colored
persons, embracing slaves and free persons, at the Revolu-
tionary war, adhered to the British government. These, for
the most part, settled in Nova Scotia. Some went to Eng-
land. The rigid climate and the disabilities of color barred
their prosperity. Those who went to England found no
genial home 1n the social relations of England, from which
they were excluded. Although those in Nova Scotia were
settled there as a reward for their services by the British

4%
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government, their condition was miserable. Mr. Clarkson,
brother to Thomas Clarkson, who was intrusted with this
matter, took over eleven hundred persons of them to Sierra
Leone, in fifteen vessels, and formed there a colony, about
the year 1790. Others, from time to time, were sent there
from England, and captured slaves were added to the
colony. Notwithstanding the various vicissitudes of this
colony, Mr. T. Clarkson, in 1840, speaks of 1t in the follow-
Ing encouraging terms:

“It 1s pleasing, however, to reflect, that, though the
object of the institution, as far as mercantile profit was
concerned, thus failled, the other objects belonging to it
were promoted. Schools, places of worship, agriculture,
and the habits of civilized life were established. Sierra
Leone, therefore, now presents itself as the medium of civil-
ization for Africa. And, in this latier point of view, it is
worth all the treasure which has been lost in supporting it ;
for the slave-trade, which was the great obstacle to this
. civilization, being now happily abolished, there 1s a metrop-
olis, consisting of some hundreds of persons, from which
may issue the seeds of reformation to this injured continent;
and which, when sown, may be expected to grow fruit
without interruption. New schools may be transplanted
from thence into the interior. Teachers, and travelers on
discovery, may be sent from thence to various directions,
who may return to it occasionally as to their homes. The
natives, too, able now to travel in safety, may resort to it
from various parts. They may see the improvements which
are going on from time to time. They may send their chil-
dren to it for education; and thus it may become the me-
dium of great intercourse between England and Africa, to
the benefit of each other.” (Clarkson’s History of the
Slave-Trade, pp. 492, 493.)

After the British philanthropists had succeeded in abol-
ishing the slave-trade, and accomplished emancipation in
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the West Indies, they especially turned their attention to
the condition of Africa, and the relief of those free persons
of color who remained among the whites. Accordingly, Mr.
Buxton, in 1839, after due consultation, held a meeting of
a few friends, consisting of about twenty noblemen and
gentlemen, preparatory to the formation of the ¢ African
Civilization Society.” It was held in Dr. Lushington’s
house in London. The following i1s the memorandum pre-
pared by Mr. Buxton for the meeting:

“April, 1839.

““The principle has been sufficiently explained: it is the
deliverance of Africa, by calling forth her own resources.

“In order to do this, we must, 1. Impede the traffic;
2. Establish commerce; 3. Tcach cultivation; 4. Impart
education.

‘“To accomplish the first object, we must increase and
concentrate our squadron, and make treaties with coast and
land chiefs.

‘““To accomplish the second, we must settle factories and
send out trading ships.

‘““To accomplish the third, we must obtain by treaty lands
for cultivation, and set on foot a company.

““To accomplish the fourth, we must revive African insti-
tutions, look out for black agents, etc.

“ What, then, 1s actually to be done now by government ?
Increase the squadron; obtain Fernando Po; prepare and
instruct embassies—or authorize governors; to form trea-
ties, including prevention of traffic; arrangements for trade;
grants of land. By us: form a trading company; revive
the African institute.” (Buxton’s Life, p. 380.)

““ After all the assistance that could be obtained from
white agencies, in order to promote civilization and Chris-
tianity in Africa, the managers of the association declare,
‘We want black persons for all conceivable situations, from
the highest to the lowest, in our African colony, and every
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one ought to be a real Christian; but a good Providence
has prepared these in the West Indies and at Sierra
Leone.”” (Ibid., p. 383.)

9. Colonization of free people of color in the United States,
and the American Colonization Society.—The climate of the
United States, especially the northern states, 1s not conge-
nial to the African constitution. Hence, a climate further
south is the object of earnest desire to the colored man. The
disabilities of color, also, are in the way, and that, too, inde-
pendently of slavery, just because black is not white or red.
This 1s a fact, known, and read, and fel{ by all men, both
black and white, apart from all moral considerations, and
moral principles and actions. Yet, color of any hue is no
plea, excuse, or even plausible sophism for injustice or wrong
of any kind, much less for the master wrong of slavery.
Equality refers to social as well as political and civil life.
Social equality must be founded in marriage and the social
relations growing out of it. And yet 1t is an Inalienable right
of all adults to have one-half of the making of the marriage
contract, leaving to the other partner the other half. And

such alliances are not likely to take place in the United
States very soon. Hence, the want of social equality, be-
tween whites and blacks, is felt every-where. And who
can force this? Would not laws enforcing this be of the
same type with the slave laws themselves? Hence, the
most careful observers perceive that the colored people
now, or at any early period, if ever, are not likely to stand
up in the enjoyment of equal social privileges with white
persons 1mn the United States, any more than in England,
Ireland, Scotland, or Germany.

There are four extenswe countries which, as to climate,
soll, and productions, are congenial to the.constitutional
make of the colored man; namely, Africa, the West Indies,

Mexico, and South America.
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Africa has territory enough to meet the wants of all the
colored people of the Unmited States.
The West Indies alone could probably receive them and

be ample enough.
And then Mexico, with a colored population, could find

room for all of them.

The countries of South America, with its vast savannas,
has territory enough for all the colored people of the United
States, ten times told.

Thus, God has provided for them ample ground to oc-
cupy, much more suitable to their constitutions and habi-
tudes than the United States. And who, that carefully
considers the matter, but will come to the conclusion that
the colored man will emigrate south, whether the white
man will aid him or not? he will seek the warmer climate
after his emancipation, as opporfumties will offer. At
present, Liberia i1s the most desirable home for the colored
freeman. The West Indies, now mostly free, will soon
become a point of great attraction, as the white inhabitants
of these islands will either return to their mother countries,
or be amalgamated with the colored. Thus, the great wave
of colored emigration, already commenced, will set in for
the south, and will find a safe resting-place there.

The following appeal of William W. Findlay to the col-
ored people of Indiana, will soon, in all probability, be the
general sentiment of the free colored people of the United
States. Already this opinion is of considerable strength
and extent; but it will, doubtless, soon become general.
This is in the nature of things—in the inseparable relation
of cause and effect. This appeal is extracted from the
Western Christian Advocate of April 25, 1849

“DEAR FRiExDs,~—The writer being a colored man, it
may be supposed that he desires the well-being of his race,
not of a part of the colored race, but of the whole race of
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Africans, in this land and in Africa. Nor do I consider my-
self guilty of affectation, when I say, that I ardently desire
their elevation, and am willing to contribute all I can to
that end. It has long been an inqury with me, how can
our race be elevated? How can colored men be made truly
independent? After much anxious and painful mquiry, I
have concluded, that to be ¢ruly independent, we must
enjoy rights and privileges as broad and as l:beral as those
enjoyed by the white citizen of the United States; in other
words, have the right of electing our law-makers and our
magistrates; and all the offices of state should be accessible
to our color; and not only so, but we should be free to
move in such circles of society as we may be entitled to by
our moral worth, character, and talents; and likewise, free
to form alliance with those classes of society. These, in
my humble opinion, are the rights and privileges -we must
possess before we can be tndependent.

‘““ But now let us mmquire in candor, do we as a people
enjoy such independence? Do colored men, in the most
liberal of the northern states, enjoy such independence?
You all know that they do not. The sad reverse is the
case. And will the time soon come, in the history of
American society, when the colored man wiil be permitted
to enjoy such independence—independence, not only in civil
things, but independence In all the more delicate matters
of social equality? I must honestly confess, I think not.
And further: I am bold to confess, that any thing short of
the above-described independence will not satisfy me; nor
should any thing short satisfy the man of an independent
spirit.

““ But such independence we can not obtain in the United
States; therefore, I will seek it outside the United States.
1L will seek it where I know I can find it, and that is in the
republic of Liberia, which is the only Christian republic
where the colored man can find a quiet and secure home.
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Nor do I act dishonorably, in thus escaping from civil and
social oppression; for I am only doing what thousands of
the first and best settlers in the United States did; and 1
think it an honor to follow their example, in seeking liberty,
though, like them, I be compelled to seek it 1n a wilderness.
And the object of this appeal 1s, to mmvite you who love
true independence, and are willing to endure some toil to
obtain it, to go with us to that land of hberty, where we
may likewise aid in the elevation and enlightenment of our
whole race, which duty s more obligatory on us than upon
the white race, many of whom are willing to sacrifice their
lives and property in the work of converting Africa.

““ Some of you may blame us for not staying in this land
and contending for all the above rights of man. Our an-
swer to all such complaints is this: we believe that civil
slavery in this land will be abolished by divine Providence
without the co-operation of the free colored man; he re-
quires not our aid in this work—he can and will in his own
way, sweep slavery from the civil institutions of America.
But I honestly doubt whether 1t is the will or order of
Providence to grant us perfect social equality weth the white
race at this time, nor am 1 disposed to strive or quarrel with
them for this favor, but would follow the example of Abra-
ham, who disliked the strife that had sprung up between
him and Lot, and religiously proposed separation as a rem-
edy for the quarrel, and a means of perpetuating peace; so
we should separate from the white race, that we may be
free and they enjoy peace; for, doubtless, God has given
this land to them. Acting from the above religious and
honorable views, we confidently expect that God will bless
us In our movements.

““It 1s the design of the writer and some of his friends,
to go out to Liberia about the month of October or Novem-
ber next, and it is desirable to have as many emigrants from
Indiana as we can muster. Liberia holds out many attrac-
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tions for the man of color, but the greatest is that of liberty
and independence. Thousands have gone from this land to
that, and all who have been industrious have done well;
many of them are becoming wealthy, but what is best, they
are all free! Come, let us go and cast our lot in with
them and be free likewise. If any of you have been cher-
1shing the spint of independence, and long for such freedom
as the free republic of Liberia offers, and if you desire 4
passage to that land, just let your wishes be known to the
Agent of the American Colonization Society of this state.
Address Rev. J. Mitchell, at Indianapolis, who will be
pleased to book your name as an emigrant, and procure for
you a passage out, and send you all the information you
may want. No time should be lost. .Adct now—act for
yourselves, your children, and your race.
“Wnr. W. Fixpray.

«« Covington, La., April 6, 1849.”

Indeed, the sentiments entertained by Mr. Findlay are
such as are inevitable, from the facts in the case. Dr.
Bailey, of the National Era, who has so long stoutly
opposed the American Colonization Society, positively
pleads for colonization, or, in other words, voluntary emi-
oration—the very thing that all true-minded colonizationists
plead for, notwithstanding the vast amount of unmerited
reproach which has been cast upon them. Mr. Bailey
justly says:

““ All that we need is faith in God and his wise provi-
dence. Let us do what we know to be rnight; do to the
black man as we would wish to be done by; and in the long
run, good, and nothing but good, must be the result. We
have no doubt but the Creator has ordained laws as well
for the distribution of men over the face of the earth, as
for their government. Were slavery abolished throughout
the whole south to-day, by the voluntary action of the peo-
ple having the power, those laws would begin to operate,
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and different races of- men would seek the latitudes conge-
nial to their constitutions and habitudes; so that, in process
of time, without any violent disturbance or compulsory col-
onization, they who can labor all the year round in a hot
climate, in latitudes whence the white man must exile him-
self one-half of every year, would be concentrated about
the shores of the Gulf of Mexico.” (National Era, March
22, 1849.) '

10. The American Colonization Society.

If any institution on the face of the earth could be
destroyed by hard words and fierce denunciation, the over-
flowing of unmingled hatred and total uncharitableness,
then the American Colomzation Soclety must long since
have perished. In elaboratc essays, in public speeches, in
the resolutions of conventional assemblies, In newspapers,
pamphlets, and common parlance, 1t has been accused, con-
demned, and then hanged, quartered, and burned, with the
most determined hostility. If one-thousandth part of what
it has been charged with 1s true, then it should certainly
have perished under the stroke of justice.

And what does this Society propose to do? Nothing
else, kind reader,‘except to colonize, on the coast of Africa,
the free colored man of the United States, with the consent
or at the request of those colonized. 'This is the whole,
except to aid the colored man there to begin the world,
form a free government, and thus present a model republic
for the benefit of Africa, the colored people of the world,
and the good of the human race. This i1s the avowed
object of the Society, and, certainly, the avowed object of
the leading men who have conducted its business.

It will be readily admitted, that some, perhaps many,
who have engaged In promoting the interests of the Society,
have been influenced by unworthy motives. Some may
have been colonizationists, in order to send off the surplus
free colored persons, so as to strengthen the bonds of

You 11.—5
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slavery. Others, very unworthily, or unwisely, have made
colonization the condition of emancipation, This, too, is a
wrong way to do a »ight thing; and to make colonization
the condition of emancipation, 18 to make transportation its
condition’ that is, it punishes the emancipated, as the price
of his freedom, with the penalty of his manslaughter, or
murder in the second degree, as in Britain; or with a place
in the penitentiary, as in the United States. The present
plan proposed in Kentucky, though called colonization, is
not the voluntary colonization of the Colonization Society.
It is the transportation penalty of Great Britain imported
to this country. It is punishing Innocent men as felons,
and will never meet with God’s blessing; and if we read
right the book of God’s providence, Kentucky will sooner
be the field of the plagues of Egypt, or the destruction of
Jerusalem, than that God will permit such unheard-of
Injustice to succeed, without the severcst judgments of his
hand. The moral sense of good men in Kentucky will
never admit of this outrage on Thuman rights; and, surely,
the present Colonization Society could never alloy of such
a perversion of its fundamental principles, as to become a
partner 1n such wrong.

After all the hard things sald about the Colonization
Society, 1t 1s In a fair way to answer the end of its insti-
tution. In 1840 Lieutenant W. T. F. Jackson, of the
English blockading squadron, writes thus, respecting colo-
nization m Africa and Liberia: '

‘““ Formerly, during Governor Turner’s time, we held the
sovereignty from Sierra Leone to Gallinas; but, owing to
some false economy, we withdrew our protection and lost
our authority. I would rather hold up Liberia, as an exam-
ple to our government, than offer my own remarks; the
Americans have established a colony, and from that spread
north and south, from Cape Mount to Cape Palmas, between
which places slavery is now hardly known. When we look
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upon this handful of people, unprotected by their own
covernment, alone and unaided, and consider what they
have done, I think we may well blush at the futility of our
own efforts.”

11. The truth is, that the free colored people of the
United States and of the West Indies are destined, in the
providence of God, in spite of slavery, to be the harbingers
of God to the entire colored population of the world.
Their growing telligence will soon enable them to be the
pioneers of religion, science, and civilization to all colored
countries. The slaves of the United States, state after
state, will certainly become free. All who are free will
improve, and will find empioy wherever they are set free.
In process of time they will seek for the social and full
political equality further south, among those of their own
color, which they can never enjoy, by any change of laws,
in the present United States, any more than they now do in
Canada, England, or in any other country where the white
people have such a vast preponderancy.

Besides, 1t 1s preposterous to suppose, that insurrec-
tions would take place by securing to them liberty, at
lecast the liberty of just and equal rights, to say nothing
of mere political equality. Good and just treatment would
secure thelr love, and aids to assist them to emigrate would
be all they would ultimately wish or require, if even that.
The testimony of General Jackson to the colored soldiers
would be the testimony which, no doubt, would be awarded
to the three millions of slaves now in the United States, were
they made free with as little delay as the mere alteration of
constitutions and laws would demand, in order to accom-
plish the work of general emancipation.

On December 18, 1814, General Jackson issued, in the
French language, the following address to the free people
of color:

“ Soldiers! when on the banks of the Mobile I called you



52 EFFECTS ON THE FREE PEOPLE OF COLOR.

to take up arms, mviting you to partake the perils and glory
of your white fellow-citizens, I expected much from you;
for I was not ignorant that you possessed qualities most
formidable to an invading enemy. I knew with what forti-
tude you could endure hunger and thirst, and all the
fatigues of a campaign. I knew well how you loved your
native country, and that you had, as well as ourselves, to
defend what man holds most dear—his parents, relations,
wife, children, and property. You have done more than I
expected. In addition to the previous qualities I before
knew you to possess, I found, moreover, among you a noble
enthusiasm, which leads to the performance of great things.
“Soldiers! the President of the United States shall hear
how praiseworthy was your conduct in the hour of danger;
and the representatives of the American people will, I doubt
not, give you the praise your exploits entitle you to. Your
General anticipates them, in applauding your noble ardor.
‘““The enemy approaches; his vessels cover our lakes;
our brave citizens are united, and all contention has ceased
among them. Their only dispute 1s, who shall win the
prize of valor, or who the most glory—its noblest reward.
““ By order, Tuomas BurLer, diddecamp.”

Ko
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CHAPTER I11.

EFFECTS ON THE MASTERS,

1. THis topic can not, perhaps, be discussed, without giving
great offense; yet truth and right demand its consideration.
On the most careful examination of this point, it will be
found that the effects of slavery on the masters have been
evil, and only evil.- It can not be allowed for a mement,
that the relation of master and servant i1s a right one, or
the proper fulfillment of its reciprocal duties sufficient;
for slavery is no relation established by God, but expressly
forbidden and punished by him; and it 1s a total perversion
or gross abuse of the relation of master and servant. Still,
in regard to a certain class of slaveholders, who are not
such by choice, but necessity, the following declaration of
Rev. Samuel C. Wilks, in his sermon on slavery, p. 34,
preached in London, in 1830, may not be inapplicable. He
says: “The present wretched condition of all classes, the
master as well as the slave, in our slave dependencies,
shows that the blessing of (tod has not rested on the
system. I impute no blame to individuals; some I highly
respect, others 1 pity. I would advocate nothing harsh or
personal ; many are not involved in slaveholding by any act
of their own; it was their patrimony, and they grieve over
its evils, and would willingly diminish them; but the system
1s too direful to be dealt with tenderly; it is incurable; it
must be exterminated.”

The effects of slavery have always been injurious to those
who practice it. It is so opposed to the nature of man,
which can not bear, without great moral injury, the exercise
of absolute power or absolute subjection. Man can not with
safety be the depository of despotic power over individuals,
especially over those of the other sex, if protected by no
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ties of natural affection. The incessant and mmhuman cruel-
ties practiced in the system of slavery, necessarily tend to
harden the human heart against the tender feelings of
humanity in the proprietors of slaves, in their children, In
the overseers, In the slaves themselves, and in all who
habitually see these cruelties. Now, the eradication, the
diminution or weakening of compassion, tenderness, and
humanity, is a great depravation of heart, and must be fol-
lowed by a great depravation of manners. And measures
which lead to such depravation of heart and morals can not
but be extremely hurtful. The facilities also to low vices
which absolute power bestows, it is not in the unregenerate
nature of man to resist. Whatever, then, may be the effect
on individuals, the community in all slaveholding states is
stamped with moral peculiarities, of the most odious char-
acter, the direct and 1nevitable result of the institution.

2. The testimony of the best witnesses might be multiplied
to almost any extent, in proof of the deepest degeneracy of
morals among masters, in all slaveholding countries. We
will adduce a few of these testimonies, out of the great
number that could be produced.

The synod of South Carolina and Georgia, in the year
1833, draws the following hideous picture of the moral in-
fluence of slavery on the masters. ¢ The influence of the
negroes upon the moral and religious interests of the whites
1s destructive in the extreme. We can not go into special
detaill. Itis unnecessary. We make an appeal to universal
experience. We are chained to a putrid carcass. It sickens
and destroys us. We have a millstone hanging about the
neck of our society, to sink us deep in the sca of vice. Our
children are corrupting from their infancy, nor can we pre-
vent 1t. Many an anxious parent, like the missionary in
foreign lands, wishes that his children could be brought
beyond the reach of the corrupting influence of the depraved
heathen. Nor is this influence confined to mere childhood
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If that were all, it would be tremendous. But it follows
into youth, into manhood, and into old age. And when we
directly come into contact with their depravity in the man-
acgement of them, then come temptations, and provocations,
and tnals, that unsearchable Grace only can enable us to
endure. In all our intercourse with them, we are under-
going a process of Intellectual and moral deterioration; and
it requires almost superhuman effort to maintain a high
standing either for intelligence or piety.

‘““Those only who have the management of servants,
know what the Aardening effect of it 1s upon their own feel-
ings foward them. There is no necessity to dwell on this
point, as all owners and managers fully understand it. He
who commences to manage them with tenderness, and with
a willingness to favor them in every way, must be watchful,
otherwise he will settle down in endifference, if not severity.

“ Who would credit it, that In these days of revival and
benevolent efforts in this Christian republic, there are/OVER
TWO MILLION [now three] of human beings in the condition
of heathens, and, in some respects, in a worse condition?
From long-continued and close observation we believe that
their moral and religious condition is such that they may
justly be considered the kedthen of this Christian country,
and will bear a comparison with heathen in any part of the
world. . . . It is universally the fact, throughout the
slaveholding states, that either custom or law prohibits them
the acquisition of letters, and consequently they have no
access to the Scriptures. . . . Inthe vast field extend-
ing from an entire state beyond the Potomac to the Sabine
river, and from the Atlantic to the Ohio, there are, to the
best of our knowledge, not fwelve men exclusively devoted
to the religious instruction of the negroes. As to the min-
wslers of their own color, they are destitute, infinitely, both
in point of numbers and qualifications, to say nothing of the
fact that such a ministrv is looked upon with distrust, and
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discountenanced. But do not the negroes have access to
the Gospel through the stated ministry of the whites?
No. . . . We venture the assertion, that if we take the
whole number of ministers in the slaveholding states, but
a very small portion pay any attention to them. . . . The
negroes have no regular and efficient ministry; as a matter
of course, No CHURCHES ; neither is there sufficient room in
their white churches for their accommodation. We know
of hut five churches in the slaveholding states built expressly
for their use. . . . We may now inquire if they enjoy
the privilege of the Gospel in private, in their own houses,
or on their own plantation? Again we return a negative
answer. They have No BiBLES to read at their own fireside ;
they have no family altars; and, when in affliction and sick-
ness, or death, they have no minister to address to them the
consolation of the Gospel, nor to bury them with solemn
and appropriate services.”

The remarks of Mr. Jefferson, in his Notes on Virginia,
are valuable as the testimony of a slaveholder. He says:
““ The whole commerce between master and slave is a per-
petual exercise of the most boisterous passions; the most
unremitting despotism on the one part, and degrading sub-
mission on the other. Qur children sce this, and learn to
imitate it ; for man is an imitative animal. If a parent had
no other motive, either m his own philanthropy or his self-
love, for restraining the mtemperance of passion toward his
slave, it should always be a sufficient one that his child is
present. But generally it i1s not sufficient. The parent
storms; the child looks on, catches the lineaments of wrath,
puts on the airs in the circle of smaller slaves, gives a loose
rein to his worst passions, and thus nursed, and educated,

and daily exercised in tyranny, can not but be stamped by
1t with odious peculiarities.”

3. Slavery is the parent of idleness to the slaveholder and
his family. The slaves are the servile class whose business
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it is to do all the labor, and consequently to exempt the
masters from manual work. Hence, as labor is confined
principally to the slaves, it becomes disgraceful to work. In
a country filled with slaves, labor belongs to them only, and

a white man is despised in proportion as he applies himself
to it. The consequence 1s that some will nearly starve;

others will betake themselves to the most dishonest means
to obtain a livelihood. Hence, also, indolence and an aver-
sion to work are necessarlly engendered in youth surrounded
by a servile class, who are engaged mn these pursuits. .And
even when parents are disposed to raise their children to
industry, they find 1t 1 all cases very difficult, and 1n most
cases totally impracticable. Children very soon learn that
work 1s the business of slaves, and that for free people to
labor is disgraceful. Idleness and an aversion to labor fol-
low, inseparably, the holders of slaves.

4. Prodigality 1s another effect of slavery. KEither accus-
tomed to derive much profit from the toil of slaves, or at
least calculating on this, slaveholders have generally been
wanting in economy, and wasteful in their outlays. This is
the history of slavery im all countries, and in all ages.
More bankruptcy and squandered estates prevailed in the
West Indies than in any other part of the British dominions.
And 1t is notorious, that where fortunes have been often so
easily made, In the southern states, the bankruptcy and
prodigal expenditures have far exceeded any thing to be
found in the free states.

5. Slavery debilitates the constitutions of slaveholders.
Idleness leads to this. Xase and luxury debilitate the body
and the mind; and this process of debility is producing 1n
every successive generation a people more feeble than their
predecessors. While slavery violates the plan of Heaven,
by dooming some to excessive toil, and releases or debars
others from healthy labor, it reduces the exempt class to
debility, sickness, and premature death.
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6. Pride and haughtiness in the masters are among the
natural productions of slavery. This is the tendency in all
who are in power, wealth, or station considered as above
their fellow-men. But it is peculiarly true in regard to
slaveholders. The reason is the following, and the proofs
of it are found in the actual workings of slavery. The
slave is placed in a relative degradation to the master, far
below what any other class of men, not slaves, are placed
in reference to others. Hence, the pride of elevation on
the part of the master is proportionally increased. And
the haughtiness of the master to the slave expresses 1tself
in a great variety of ways. The very names given to the
slaves frequently utter this truth. The terms of disrespect,
such as fellows, dogs, teach the contempt of the masters
toward them. Thelr treatment, in all the social relations of
life, go to the same pomnt. And were we to give specimens
of the actual expressions of pride, haughtiness, disdain, etc.,
on the part of the masters tcward the slaves, we could fill
volumes with the details. The same pride of the slave-
holders manifests itself to all non-slaveholders who labor
for their living, and who are called, in the style of slave-
holders, “white slaves,” “mean whites,”” and such other
designations as show the temper of the man possessing
absolute power.

7. But the despotism or tyranny of slavery is one of the
most striking characteristics of the system. Indeed, after
the first theft or robbery committed on the slaves by the
master when he obtains his slaves, whether by purchase or
receiving as heir the stolen property, despotism is the first
and leading element in the character of the slaveholder.
The slave is one who 1s entirely in the power of his master.
The master i1s one who has absolute control over the life,
liberty, and the best interests of the slave; for the slave
laws that seem to protect the lives and property of the slaves,
are, 1 most cases, perfect nullities. The law which rejects
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the testimony of slaves, properly nullifies all laws protecting
the life and persons of the slaves. And, as despotism
enters largely into the original elements of slaveholding, so
the system generates it in all its ramifications, to an enor-
mous extent.

The love of power is one of the strongest passions of the
human breast; and the more nearly that power approaches
to absolute despotism, the more it is desired and enjoyed.
It has been remarked by Tacitus, one of the most shrewd
observers of human nature, that there 1s nothing so sweet
to the human heart as the gratification which arises from
the consciousness of having the life of a fellow-creature at
one’s disposal. And power, in the hands of men, is in no
case so much subject to abuse as in its exercise over their
own specles; a circumstance which forms no small argument
against slavery. Take an example: When an ordinance
was enacted at the Cape of Good Hope, permitting slaves
to redeem themselves, a Mr. Cloete, a landholder near
Cape Town, was violently declaiming against this ordinance,
when a gentleman said to him: “But if any of your slaves
obtain the means of paying you the full market price for
their freedom, are you not sufficiently compensated?”
‘““No,” sald the slave-owner; “for their mere labor I may
be compensated; but what will compensate for the depriva-
tion of the power 1 have over them—the power not merely
of a master, but of an owner?” Man is also a tyrant, it is
true, to the inferior animals; but, unrestrained by law, he
becomes a wolf to man, and, under the influence of violent
passions, liable to be excited by the most trifling circum-
stances, 1s not to be intrusted with power over the liberty
and life, the soul and body, the happiness or misery of his
fellcw-man.

8. Another result from slavery is licentiousness among
the masters,

Lo own the persons of females as slaves, is necessarily
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fatal to the purity of a people. Females, under the do-
minion of masters, have no power to resist the violation of
their persons. The master may perpetrate on them the
most horrid crimes without redress. The slave must, with-
out murmur, give up his wife, daughter, or sister for pros-
titution, should the master requre it. Hence 1t happens,
that in some families it is difficult to distinguish the free
children from the slaves. It is often the case that the
greater number of the master’s own children are born, not
of his wife, but of the wives and daughters of his slaves,
whom he has basely prostituted as well as enslaved.

In a slave community the loose rein 1s given to youthful
licentiousness. And early licentiousness is fruitful of crime
in after life. The early habits of young men in close
familiarity with the slaves, coniinue mn exercise in mature
life.

A consequence of this criminal connection is, that the
same slave mother often becomes the mother of children of
which the master and his socns are the fathers. And hence
masters, not unfrequently, transmit to perpetual bondage
their children and grandchildren. Brothers and sisters are
often the slaves of their own natural brothers and sisters.
Among the pollutions of heathenism nothing is worse than
this. A slave country reeks with licentiousness.

Besides, slavery not merely puts the chastity of the slave
in the power of the master and his sons, but, also, exposes
it to the attacks of any white man. Slaves can not bear
testimony against any who are white; hence, the door is
open for the practice both of violence and seduction. The
consequence of this is manifest 1n every slaveholding com-
munity, by the constant increase of mulattoes.

In' addition to this, in the slave-growing states, which
comprise the northern range of slave states, it is an object
to have the progeny as nearly white as possible. Hence,
the association of the whites and the expected mothers is
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encouraged or rewarded; and young female slaves, the
fruits of such damning admixtures, are held at very high
prices by their owners. They are purchased with great
readiness by the slave-traders, and sold at enormous prices
in the far south to the abandoned white bachelors, who
abound 1n this country.

9. The licentiousness of slave countries has become noto-
rious. Without exception, the abominations of slavery, in
this one point alone, are sufficient to stamp it with the
greatest sinful criminality that can be conceived. It 1s,
however, an unpleasant task even to refer to such wicked-
ness. We will just make a few quotations, from the pub-
lished statements concerning the licentiousness of slavery in
the West India Islands, The entire identity, in all materal
respects, between the state of things in the West Indies
and this country, 1s so complete, that a description of the
one is a description of the other.

Edwards, in his history of the West Indies, (book 1v,
chap. 1,) says: ¢ Concubinage 1s practiced by white men of
all ranks or conditions; the fact 1s too notorious to be con-
ccaled or controverted.” Dr. Williamson, (vol. i, p. 49,)
an apologist for slavery, declares: “ And the truth requires
that 1t should not be concealed, the whites follow the same
habits, on many occasions, to a greater extent.”” Mr, Stew-
art, (Past and Present State of Jamaica, p. 173,) after
stating that ““the most gross and open licentiousness pre-
vails among all ranks of the whites,” declares additionally,
‘““every unmarried white man, and of every class, has his
black or brown mistress, with whom he lives openly.”

The Rev. Mr. Bickell observes, (West Indies As They
Are, pp. 104, 105:) “It is a well-known and notorious fact,
that very few of the white men in the West Indies marry,
except a few professional men, and some few merchants in
the towns, and here and there in the country a proprietor
or large attorney. Most of the merchants and shopkeepers
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in the towns, and the whole of the deputy planters [over-
seers| in all parts of the country, have what i1s called a
housekeeper, who is their concubine or mistress, and is
generally a free woman of color; but the book-keepers,
who are too poor and too dependent to have any kind of
establishment, generally take some mulatto or black female
slave from the estate where they are employed, or live in a
more general state of licentiousness. This is so very com-
mon a vice, and so far from being accounted scandalous,
that it 1s looked upon by every person as a matter of course;
and if a newly-married young man happens to have brought
a few moral or religious ideas with him from Great Britain,
he is soon deprived of them by taunt or rdicule, and 1is in
a short time unblushingly amalgamated into the common
mass of hardened and barefaced licentiousness.” (See
Godwin’s Lectures on Slavery, p. 68.)

The annual profits to proprietors in England, from estates
In Jamaica, arose In part from the prostitution of the ne-
gresses to the book-keepers, mechanics, etc. The following
1S a specimen of the accounts rendered to the home propri-
etors: “Hire of Gracey, a mulatto, to Mr. , at £50
per annum;”’ ‘“Hire of Anne Clarke, a mulatto, to Mr. ,
at £16 per annum;’ “Hire of Catharine Stewart to Mr.
, from 5th of June to Dec. 31, at £20 per annum.”
(See Antislavery Reporter, vol. v, p. 77.)

The licentiousness of Jamaica, in the reign of slavery,
almost exceeds belief. Here is a part of the testimony of
Mr. Baillie, before“ the committee of Parliament, replete
with information. “Does not much licentious intercourse
take place between the white classes and the slave popula-
tion, whether black or colored? I do not consider that
there is any licentious connection' between them, if I may
be permitted to put this construction upon it: white pecople
are 1n the habit of having a woman living with them, and,
1 believe, in most instances in the same way as man and
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wife do in this country (England)—kept mistresses they are
called; but as to any violation of decency, 1 have not
seen it, Can you name any overseer, driver, or other per-
son in authority, who does not keep a mistress? I can not.”
(See second Letter from Legion, p. 33.)

““It [slavery] produces general licentiousness among the
slaves. Marriage, as a civil ordinance, they can not cnjoy.
Our laws do not recognize this relation as existing among
them; and, of course, do not enforce, by any sanciion, the
observance of its duties. Indeed, till slavery waxeth old
and tendeth to decay, there can not be any legal recognition
of the marriage rite, or the enforcement of the consequent
duties; for all regulations on this subject would limit the
master’s absolute right of property in his slaves. In his
disposal of them, he would no longer be at liberty to con-
sult merely his own interest. He could no longer separate
the wife and husband to suit the convenience of the pur-
chaser, no matter how advantageous might be the terms
offered. And as the wife and husband do not always
belong to the same owner, and are not often wanted by the
same purchaser, their duties to each other would thus, if
enforced by law, frequently conflict with the interests of
the master. Hence, all the marriage that could ever be
allowed to them would be a mere contract, voidable at the
master’s pleasure. Their present quasi marriages are just
such contracts, and are continually thus voided. They are,
in this way, brought to consider the matrimonial engage-
ment as a thing not binding, and they act accordingly.
Many of them are united without even the sham and force-
less ceremony which is sometimes used. They, to use
their own phraseology, ¢take up with each other,” and live
together, as long as it suits their mutual convenience or
“inclination. This wretched system of concubinage inevita-
bly produces revolting licentiousness.” (Address of Synod
of Kentucky, pp. 13, 14.)

,‘-r
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10. One undeniable effect of the licentiousness of the
white slaveholders, is the amalgamation of the whites with
the blacks. According to the laws of slavery, both ancient
and modern, the child must follow the condition of the
mother; so that if the mother be a slave, her offspring must
also be slaves. But if the contrary were true, and children
would follow the condition of the father, a large portion of
those who arc now slaves, under the operation of such a
law, would become free; and in a few generations all would
be free, provided no new cargoes of slaves would be smug-
gled from Africa. A mixture of color 1s rapidly increasing
by means of 1illicit connections, much more so than by
lawful marriage. Were the slaves freed, they would improve
in moral and religious principles, which would tend to pre-
vent irregular practices. If free, they would no longer be
subject to the power of despotic masters, who can, without
restraint, compel the female slaves to become their pros-
titutes when they please. Hence, where the colored people
are free and enlightened, we find them living In families,
according to the institution of marrage, and forming al-
iances among their own color. The amalgamation of the
races is mostly between the slaves and their masters and
other white persons. And where slaves are raised for
market, and the whiter the color the higher the prices, a
great variety of measures and inducements are resorted to,
that the marketable chattels may be enhanced in value by
the lightness of their color, and the absence, as far as pOssI-
ble, of the black color. Hence, in the south the process of
amalgamation is going on with great rapidity. In slave
states where the colored people are few and the whites nu-
merous, very few slave children can claim persens of color
for their fathers. For instance, it is positively affirmed, or,
rather, 1t is a matter of fact, that in Kentucky and Missouri
most of the colored children are the offspring of white
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fathers; the children, In most cases, being a medium color
between the white father and the colored mother.
11. The truth is, slavery is a great system of amalgama-

tion, and masters often enslave their own children and other
near relatives.

The following advertisements, mere specimens out of
thousands, are the testimonials to this, and their own pens,
and mouths, and public manifestoes undeniably declare this :

“ One hundred dollars reward will be given for the appre-
hension of my negro, Edmund Kenney, alias Roberts. Ie

has straight hair, and a complexion so nearly white that a
stranger would suppose there was no African blood in him.
He is so very artful, that in his language it is likely he will
deceive those who might suspect him. He was with my
boy Dick a short time since in Norfolk, and offered him for
sale, and was apprehended, but escaped under the pretense
of being a white man. ANDERSON RAWLES,
“ Dentonville Post-office.

“ January 6, 1837.”

“ One hundred dollars reward.—Ran away from James
Huyhart, Paris, Kentucky, the mulatto boy Norhan, aged
about ffteen years, a very bright mulatto, and would be
taken for a white boy, if not closely examined ; his hair is
black and straight.

“ August 4, 1836.”

‘ Absconded from the subscriber, her negro man, John.
He has a very light complexion, prominent nose, etc.

“W. J. SanGLAIS.”

Another advertisement says: “Sam calls himself Sam
Pettigrew ; light sandy hair, blue eyes, ruddy complexion ;
he is so white as easily to pass for a white man.”

The following is a case exemplifying the abomination
brought to view here:

“On our arrival, Mr. W. purchased a farm, five or six
8%
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miles from the city, [St. Louis.] He had no family, but
made a housekeeper of one of his female slaves. Poor
Cynthia! I knew her well. She was a quadroon, and one
of the most beautiful women I ever saw. She was a native
of St. Louis, and bore an irreproachable character for virtue
and propriety of conduct. Mr. W. bought her for the New
Orleans market, and took her down with him on one of the
trips I made with him. Never shall I forget the circum-
stances of that voyage. On the first night that we were on
board the steamboat, he directed me to put her into a state-
rocm he had provided for her, apart from the other slaves.
I had seen too much of the workings of slavery not to
know what this meant. I accordingly watched him into
the state-room, and listened to hear what passed between
them. I heard him make his base offers, and her reject
them. He told her that it she would accept his vile propo-
sals, he would take her back with him to St. Louis, and
establish her as his housekeeper, on his farm; but if she
persisted in rejecting them, he would sell her as a field hand,
on the worst plantation on the river. Neither threats nor
bribes prevailed, however, and he retired, disappointed of
his prey. The next morning poor Cynthia told me what
had passed, and bewailed her sad fate with floods of tears.
I comforted and encouraged her all I could; but I foresaw
but too well what the result must be. Without entering
Into any further particulars, suffice it to say that W. per-
formed his part of the contract at that time. He took her
back to St. Louis, established her as his mistress and house-
keeper at his farm, and before 1 left had two children by
her. But mark the end! Since I have been at the north,
I have been credibly informed that W. has been married,
and, as a previous measure, sold poor Cynthia and her four
children—she having had two more since I came away—
into hopeless bondage.” (Narrative of the Life of William

W. Brown, pp. 45, 46.)
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12. The effects of slaves on domestic peace are of the
most 1njurious kind, producing discontent, contention, jeal-
ousy, and the constant breach of natural affections. Slaves
are generally raised without moral nstruction, possess a low
degree of moral feeling, and therefore are not very conscien-
tious in the preservation of domestic peace. Various fami-
lies and individuals of different feelings are crowded together,
so as to produce fierce contention. This disturbs the peace
of the master’s own family. Again: as slaves consider them-
selves working for others, they seldom do their work prop-
erly. This provokes the masters and overseers to acts of
severity and even cruelty. The slaves, too, when they can,
very often indulge in falsehood, treachery, dishonesty, lewd-
ness; and their conversation, in the hearing of the master’s
children, 1s of the most vitiating description, calculated to
pollute the minds of young persons, whether male or female.
The vices of the slaves, as well as their corrupting conver-
sation, and low 1deas, are calculated to interfere with the
peace of the fam:ihes, as well as to affect them in other
respects Injuriously. And the frequent floggings, or various
modes of punishment, form no very pleasant family incidents
in the bosoms of families, or in reach of them in the negro
quarters and kitchens.

The practice of slavery according to law tends to destroy
natural affection, and even to brutalize the feelings of
human nature. As all children born of female slaves are
themselves slaves, 1t 1s no uncommon thing for fathers to
sell their own children, to be slaves for perpetual generations,
and therefore subject to the whole system of misery which
belongs to a state of slavery. For a man to sell the
children of another 1s, In some respects, worse than to sell
his own; yet there are circumstances of horror pecular to
each of them. To sell the children of another appears
more fiendish, because in that case the seller has no moral
right of property in the child; but in the other case the
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father has a certain right of property in his own child, till
it arrives at the age of twenty-one. In the case of a man
selling his own children, he acts the most brutish; but the
man who sells the child of another, acts the most fiendish.

That parents keep in slavery their own children, and sell
them, the proofs are strong, and the instances innumerable.
It is pretty well ascertained that the descendants of at least
one of the Presidents of the United States are now slaves.
We will content ourselves now by adducing the testimony
of Miss A. E. Grimke, of South Carolina, in her address to
the Christian women of the south, She asks: ¢ Were the
female slaves of the south sold by their fathers? How
shall I answer this question? Thousands and tens of thou-
sands never were. Zheir fathers never have received the
poor compensation of silver or gold for the tears and toils,
the suffering and anguish, and hopeless bondage of their
daughters. They labor day by day, and year by year, side
by side, in the same field, if haply their daughters are per-
mitted to remain on the same plantation with them, instead
of being—as they often are—separated from their parents
and sold into distant states, never again to meet on earth.
But do the fathers of ithe south ever sell thewr daughters? My
heart bleeds, and my hand trembles, as I write the awful af-
firmative, YEs! The fathers of this Christian land often sell
their daughters, not as Jewish parents did, to be the wives
and daughters-in-law of the men who buy them, but to be
the abject slaves of petty tyrants and irresponsible masters.
Is it not so, my friends? I leave it to your own candor to
corroborate my assertion.

“In 1834 a man who had resided three years in New
York, and bore a good character, was taken out of his bed
at midnight, and, with his wife and son, carried back into
slavery by his own cousuan.

“In the same year a white man, of Newbern, North
Carolina, carried his four slave children to New Orleans, by
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way of New York, having sold his wife, thewr mother, to a
New Orleans trader, three years before.

‘““In the same year a man by the name of Phillips was
taken up in New York, by a “speculator,” fo whom ke had
been sold by his father, and carried to Virginia as a slave.
Many /onorable names might be mentioned in connection
with such facts.” (Antislavery Record, i, 29.)

A distinguished Methodist clergyman, a native of the
south, who exercised his pastoral functions long in Kentucky
and Tennessee—but for the twenty-eight years last past of
Illinois—on a visit a few years ago to Burlington, Iowa, fell
into conversation with a very intelligent and pious lady, for-
merly from one of the most wealthy districts of Kentucky.
The lady lamented the disadvantages of her new home for
want of domestic aid in doing her work. The preacher
remarked to her that times had very much changed in Ken-
tucky since they left there——now over some twenty years
ago—that In consequence of the forbidden connections of
white husbands with the slaves, the lives of the slaveholders’
wives were embittered; and confusion reigned in the fami-
lies, owing to the unnatural alliances, eventuating in white
brothers and sisters mingling with colored brothers and sis-
ters, whose future lot was that of slavery. The lady could
hardly credit the narrative. The preacher requested her,
that, as she was soon to visit her friends in Kentucky, she
might inquire of her former sisters in the Church, and ladies
of her acquaintance, and learn for herself the truth of his
statements, which he had learned on a recent visit to Ken-
tucky. The lady paid her visit, instituted her inquiries, and
learned to her sorrow the truth of what she had been in-
formed. The result was, that she joyously thanked God
for her deliverance from the domestic evils of slavery, and
very contentedly bore the inconveniences of her situation in a
new free state, released, as she was, from the domestic broils

and disturbances of slavery.
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Miss Martineau, in her Views of Slavery and Emancipa-
tion, p. 46, gives the following description, true, without
doubt, of the cares of a slaveholder’s wife of a certain class:

‘““ But the wives of slaveholders are, as they and their
husbands declare, as much slaves as their negroes. If they
will not have every thing to go to rack and ruin around
them, they must superintend every household operation,
.from the cellar to the garret; for there is nothing that
slaves can do well. While the slaves are perpetually at
one’s heels, lolling against the bedposts before one rises in
the morning, standing behind the chairs, leaning on the
sofa, officiously undertaking and invariably spoiling every
thing that one had rather do for one’s self, the smallest
possible amount of real service is performed. The lady of
the house carries her huge bunch of keys—for every con-
sumable thing must be locked up—and has to give out, on
incessant requests, whatever is wanted for the household.
She is forever superintending and trying to keep things
straight, without the slightest hope of attaming any thing
like leisure and comfort.
~ “What is there in retinue, in the reputation of ease and
luxury, which can compensate her for toils and cares of this
nature? How much happier must be the lot of a village
milliner, or of the artisan’s wife, who sweeps her own floor
and cooks her husband’s dinner, than that of the planter’s
lady, with twenty slaves to wait upon her—her sons migra-
ting, because work is out of the question, and they bave not
the means to buy estates—and her daughters, with no better
prospect of marrying, as she has done, to toil as she does!

“Some few of these ladics are among the strongest-minded
and most remarkable women I have ever known. There
are great drawbacks, as will be seen hereafter; but their
mental vigor is occasionally proportioned to their responsi-
bility. Women who have to rule over a barbarous society—
small though it be—to make and enforce laws, provide for
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all the physical wants, and regulate the entire habits of a
number of persons who can in no respect take care of them-
selves—it must be strong and strongiy disciplined, if they
in any degree discharge this duty. Those who shnink from
it become, perhaps, the weakest women I have any where
scen—selfishly timid, humbly dependent, languid in body,
and with minds of no reach at all. These two extremes arc
found in the slave states, in the most striking opposition.
It is worthy of note, that I never found these women strong
enough voluntarily to brave the woes of life, 1n the presence
of slavery, nor any woman iveak enough to estimate™the
vices of the system, each knowing, prior to experience,
what those woes and vices are,”” (Miss Martineau’s Views
of Slavery, p. 46.)

«“« A kind slave-master, in one of the Carolinas, had a
large family, of various colors—some enslaved, some free.
One of thc slaves was his favorite daughter. She grew up
beautiful, elegant, and much accomplished. Dying, he
willed his heir, her brother, to provide for her handsomely,
and make her free. But her brother was a slave-master,
and she was a slave. He kept and debauched her. [t
would be unlawful even to speak of such things, were it
not taking the part of tyrants to conceal them. At the end
of four or five years he got tired of her; and that notorious
slave-dealer, Woolfolk, coming down to collect a drove, he
sold his sister to him, ¢There is her cottage,’” said he to
Woolfolk; “she 1s a violent woman. I don’t like to go near
her; go and carry her off by yourself.” Woolfolk strode
into the cottage, told her the_fact, and ordered her to pre-
pare. She was dreadfully agitated. He urged her to
hasten. She rose and said, < White man, I don’t believe
you. I don’t believe that my brother would thus secll me
and his children. I will not believe, unless he come him-
self.” 'Woolfolk coolly went and required her brother’s
presence. The seducer, the tyrant came, and, standing at
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the door, confirmed the slave-dealer’s report. ¢And 1s it
true ? and have you indeed sold me?’ she exclaimed. ‘Is it
really possible? Look at this child! Don’t you see in
every feature the lincaments of 1its father? Don’t you
know that your blood flows in its veins? llave you—have
you sold me? The terrible fact was repeated by her mas-
ter. ‘These children,” she said, with a voice only half
articulate, ‘never shall be slaves.” ¢Never mind about
that,” said Woolfolk; ‘go and get ready. I shall only wait
a few minutes longer.” She retired with her children. The
two wkhite men continued alone. They waited. She re-
turned not. They grew tired of waiting, and followed her
to her chamber. There they found their victims beyond
the reach of human wickedness, bedded in their blood.”
(See Antislavery Record, vol. 1, p. 159.)

“l have been told of a young physician, who went into
the far southern states to settle, and there became in love
with a very handsome and modest girl, who lived at service.
He married her; and about a year after that event a gentle-
man called at the house, and announced himself as Mr.
J y, of Mobile. He said to Dr. W,, ¢Sir, I have a
trifling affair of business to settle with you. You have
married a slave of mine.” The young physician resented
this language, for he had not entertained the slightest sus-
picion that the gir]l had any other than white ancestors since
the Flood. But Mr. J. furnished proofs of his claim; and
Dr. W, knew very well, that the laws of the country would
uphold him in 1t. After considerable discussion the best
bargain he could make was, either to pay eight hundred
dollars, or have his wife put up at auction. He consented
to the first alternative, and his unwelcome visitor departed.
When he had gone, Dr. W. told his wife what had hap-
pencd. The poor woman burst imnto tears, and said, that,
as Mr. J. was her own father, she had hoped, that when he
heard she had found an honorable protector, he would have
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left her in peace.” (Antislavery Catechism, by Mrs. Child,
pp. 16, 17.)

13. There is a recklessness manifest in the slaveholding
spirit among the higher classes of society. Indeed, 1t fre-
quently runs into downright ruffianism. It tramples on the
decencies and proprieties of life, unchecked by considerations
of station, character, law, national honor, and the like, to say
nothing of the principles of religion or the dictates of con-
science. In the national Legislature this spirit has shown
itself so frequently and so strikingly, as to throw off all
considerations for character, the honor of the country, or
even the common decencies of civilized life. In state leg-
islatures the same outbreaks have been equally disgraceful.
The practice of dueling, with all its vicious and barbarous
accompaniments and consequences, 1s a favorite resort, espe-
cially among slaveholders. The following 1s a specimen of
ruffian and barbarous conduct, such as the most savage acts
of heathenism and human depravity in any age can scarcely
equal. The following regulations of a duel, between two
southern lawyers, 1s published in the North Carolina Stand-
ard, of August 30, 1837:

“The following conditions were proposed by Alexander
K. M’Clung, of Raymond, in the state of Mississippi, to H.
C. Stewart, as the laws to govern a duel they were to fight
near Vicksburg:

“Article 1. The parties shall meet opposite Vicksburg,
in the state of Louisiana, on Thursday, the 29th inst., pre-
cisely at four o’clock, P. M. Agreed to.

“2. The weapons to be used by cach shall weigh one
pound, two and a half ounces, measuring sixteen inches and
a half m length, including the handle, and one inch and
three-eighths in breadth. Agreed to.

“3. Both knives shall be sharp on one edge, and on
the back shall be sharp only one inch at the point.
Agcreed to.

VoL, 1.—%
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‘““4, Each party shall stand at the distance of eight
feet from the other, till the word 1s given. Agreed to.

““5. The second of cach party shall throw up, with a
silver dollar, on the ground, for the word, and two best out
of three shall win the word. Agreed to.

‘““6. After the word 1s given ecither party may take
what advantage he can with his knife; but on throwing his
knife at the other shall be shot down by the second of his
opponent. Agreed to.

““7. Each party shall be stripped entirely naked, except
one pair of linen pantaloons, one pair of socks, and boots
or pumps as the party please. Acceded to.

““8. The wrist of the left arm of each party shall be
tied tight to his left thigh, and a strong cord shall be fas-
tened around his left arm at the elbow, and then around his
body. Rejected.

““9. After the word is given each party shall be allowed
to advance or recede, as he pleases, over the space of
twenty acres of ground, till death ensues to one of the
parties. Agreed to—the parties to be placed in the center
of the space.

““10. The word shall be given by the winner of the
same, In the following manner, namely: ¢Gentlemen, are
you ready ?” Each party shall then answer, ‘I am.” The
second giving the word shall then distinctly command,
‘Strike!”  Agreed to.

““If either party shall violate these rules, upon being
notified by the second of either party, he may be liable to be
shot down instantly. As established usage points out the
duty of both parties, therefore notification is considered
unnecessary.” (See American Slavery, p. 185.)

Cock-fighting, too, with all its demoralizing connections,
1s also a favorite sport of slaveholders, as well as of others
of a like spirit; and horse-racing is 2 passion among the

dignitaries of the south, which is followed with great ardor.
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It is true, there are some in the north who follow the same
barbarous vices; but the number is small, and they are
greatly aided or encouraged by the countenance and visita-
tion of the southern sons of chivalry.

Not that slaveholders are naturally worse than other men,
nor are they any better; but arbitrary power has wrought
in them its proper work, and polsoned their better nature.
The idleness, contempt of labor, sensuality, and cruelty
engendered by the habit of making men and women work
without pay, and punishing them if they refuse, prepares
the human heart for the demoralizing and barbarous customs
- of ducling, horse-racing, and cock-fighting.

14. The brutal outrages of masters to each other can
only be accounted for, that slaveholding leads those who
are engaged in it to such overt acts. Slaveholders, exer-
cising from childhood mresponsible powers over human
beings, '.zcome, In a great measure, unfitted for self-control,
in their intercourse with each other. Tempers unaccus-
tomed to restraint, in reference to slaves, will not be well
controlled toward equals. The state of society in slave
states producing duels, open murders, so that the murderers
are lauded as honorable men, is nearly allied in spirit with
the treatment toward slaves. When slaveholders are in the
habit of caning, stabbing, and shooting each other, to an
extent not found in the free states, we must criminate the
slave system as the cause. It is allowed, that cases of
great atrocity occur in the free states; but they are neither
so numerous nor so flagrant as those which occur among
slaveholders Besides, the laws 1n the free states are, as a
general thing, faithfully execnted against such crimes;
whereas, the contrary is the cas in the slave states. Pub-
lic opinion, too, in the free states, raises its voice against
such crimes and in support of the laws which punish them;
whereas, public opinion, in the slave states, is either feeble
or powerless, so that the guilty go unpunished. Innumerable
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proofs could be adduced, from the public prints of the
country, proving, without gainsaying, that -the foregoing
view of this matter is no more than the truth. Several
writers have already given ample specimens of thesc enor-
mities, and yet the public newspapers are themselves the
bearers of testimonies on these points which no one can
gainsay, who is acquainted with their contents. (See Amer-
ican Slavery As It Is, pp. 187--210, and Lewis Tappan’s
Address to Non-Slaveholders, pp. 12-16, for much matter
on this topic; and the southern papers, passim.)

15. The bad effects of slavery are manifest on all who
administer the system. It has a reaction which suffers
neither the slave-owner nor his white dependents to escape
with impunity. Such 1s the constitution of things, that we
can not inflict an injury without suffering from it ourselves,
In doing good we receive good; but he who does wrong to
his fellow-creatures does also a great wrong to bhis own soul.
The oppressor 1s, in reality, in a worse condition than the op-
pressed. If we consider the case of those wiao administer
this system, the scenes to which they have been familiarized
from their infancy, the habits which they have formed, the
prejudices which they have acquired, and the inevitable ten-
dency of the unlimited power to corrupt the human heart,
the slaveholders are as much the object of pity, in a moral
sense, as the slaves themselves. Perhaps 1t 1s 1n 1ts deprav-
ing influence on the moral sense of both slave and master
that slavery is most deplorable. Brutal cruelty may be a
rare and transient mischief; but the degradation of soul is
universal.

Who, indeed, with a knowledge of the human heart,
could consider the peculiar character of modern slavery,
independently of the facts in its practical workings, but -
must come to the conclusion, that 1ts influence on the moral
character is most pernicious and demoralizing? To have an
absolute possession of human beings—to work them, punish
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them, dispose of them as the owner pleases—to have them
trembling at his frown, crouching beneath his authority,
subservient to his wishes—is more than human nature can
endure, without serious injury. It must minister to some
of the worst passions of human nature, as selfishness, pride,
haughtiness, revenge, and a spirit of domination which will
not brook restraint. Neither Howard, Wilberforce, Wesley,
nor any saint on earth can be trusted, under such circum-
stances, without receiving damage—much less the great
crowd of slaveholders, many of whom are greatly deficient
in moral principles, education, and the decencies of cultiva-
ted soclety.

And 1n relation to the facts, or acts of cruelty or op-
pression, they are not insulated and detached facts, affecting
only the individuals who were engaged in the crueities they
involved. They would not be at all important in this view;
for mere acts of atrocity, affecting only the characters of
the perpetrators, might be found in any other community..
But they are facts such as to be most intimately connected
with the general character and temper which slavery never
falls to create. They are the most horrible proofs, not of
the guilt of this or that individual, but of the moral effect
of slavery—of the exercise of despotic power in corrﬁpting
and degrading the mind of the owner, and thus insuring
the misery, degradation, and oppression of the slave. Sla-
very first produces horrid passions in the mind of the mas-
ter, and, hence, these passions inflict the greatest cruelties
on the slave. Its road, indeed, leads to physical misery,
but 1t i1s through moral guilt, and atrocity, and barbarity of
the worst kind, that it travels thither.

““While on the Alabama circuit I spent the Sabbath with
an old circuit preacher, who was also a doctor, living near
‘the Horse-shoe,” celebrated as General Jackson’s battle-
ground. On Monday morning early he was reading Pope’s

Messiah to me, when his wife called him out. I glanced
b
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my eye out of the window, and saw a slave-man standing
by, and they consulting over him. Presently the doctor
took a raw-hide from under his coat, and began to cut up
the half-naked back of the slave. I saw six or seven inches
of the skin turn up perfectly white at every stroke, till the
whole back was red with gore. The lacerated man cried
out some at first; but at every blow the doctor cried,
‘Won’t ye hush? won’t ye hush? till the slave finally
stood still and groaned. -As soon as he had done, the doctor
came 1n, panting, #'most out of breath, and, addressing me,
sald, ¢ Won’t you gu to prayer with us, sir?” I fell on my
knees and prayed, but what I said I knew not. When 1
came out, the poor creature had crept up and knelt by the
door, during prayer; and his back was a cgore of blood
quite to his heels.” (Rev. J. Boucher.)

16. The effects of slavery on the female character pre-
sent, In a striking manner, its lamentable tendency to
harden the heart and to suppress the benevolent feelings.
The charities of our nature are enthroned in the heart of
woman. A kind and tender-hearted compassion is identified
with her character. Such is woman, in every clime and of
every color. Mr. Park, the African traveler, was frequently
indebted to the humane sympathies of negro females for
food, shelter, and every hospitality. But nothing can with-
stand the hardening influences of slavery. We do not
wonder that men lose all feeling, and become, by degrees,
accustomed to the cruelties of slavery; though, when at
first they beheld the miseries of the enslaved, they were
horrified. But we are shocked, when females are rendered
so totally indifferent, through habit, to the sufferings of
their slaves, as not only to be reconciled to them, but to
take an active part in their infliction. Mr. Stewart—Past
and Present State of Jamaica, pp. 171, 172—remarks, in
regard to slavery In Jamaica, and the remark will apply
with equal truth to the United States, that it unfortunately
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happens that the females, as well as the males, are too apt
to contract domineering and harsh ideas with respect to
their slaves—ideas 1ll-suited to the natural softness and
humanity of the female heart.” And alluding to the pun-
ishment of slaves in the presence of children, he adds:
“ Such inflictions may in time be viewed with a sort of sav-
age satisfaction. In the males it may produce brutality of
mind, and 1n the females, to say the least of if, an insensi-
bility of human misery, and a cold contemplation of its
distresses. . . . Such is the power of habit over the
heart, that the woman accustomed to the exercise of sever-
ity soon loses all the natural softness of her sex.”

The following fact, stated upon the unquestionable evi-
dence of Captain W. F. Owen, of the British navy, will be
an appropriate 1llustration of this subject:

“ When hic Majesty’s ships, the Leven and Barraconta,
cmployed 1n surveying the coasts of Africa, were at Mozam-
bique, in 1823, the officers were introduced to his family;
and 1t was an opinion agreed In by all, that Donna Sopbhia
d’Almeydra was the most superior woman they had seen,
from the time they had left England. Captain Owen, the
leader of this expedition, expressing to Senor d’Almeydra
his detestation of slavery, the Senor replied, ¢ You will not
be long here before you change your sentiments. Look at
my Sophia there. Before she would marry me she made
me promise that I should give up the slave-trade. When
we first settled at Mozambique, she was continually interced-
ing for the slaves; and she constantly wept when I pun-
1shed them; and now she is among the slaves from morning
to night. She regulates the whole of my slave establish-
ment. She inquires into every offense committed by them,
pronounces sentence upon the offender, and stands by and
sees him punished.” (London Antislavery Reporter, vol. 1,

No. 8, for January, 1828, pp. 171, 172.)
A brutal depravity of character is, indeed, inseparable
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from slavery; and this depravity i1s frequently urged as an
apology for the cruelty of the masters. But the evils in
both cases are principally to be ascribed to the system; and
they form an irresistible argument for its destruction. Men,
in a state of slavery, in general, are effectually acted upon
by fear only; and masters can not, as a general thing,
manage slaves without being changed into tyrants. When,
at a distance, we look at the cruelties of slavery, we are
shocked at the brutality of the oppressor; but we may
forget how large a share of that brutality is to be ascribed
to the system. Many of the individuals now engaged in
the practice of slavery were, before they entered it, as
humane and kind-hearted as those who held their conduct
in abhorrence. Nero wept, when first called upon to put
his hand to the warrant of death.

17. We will here give some testimunies to the evil effects
of the system of slavery on the moral character of those
who administer 1t. The number of these is legion. We
must content ourselves with a few,

Mr. Fearon, in his Sketches of America, pp. 378, 379,
declares, that ““the existence of slavery in the United States
has a most visible effect on the national character. It
necessarily brutalizes the minds of the southern and west-
ern Inhabitants. It lowers, indeed, the tone of humane
and correct feeling throughout the Union, and imperceptibly
contributes {o the existence of that great difference which
there exists between theory and practice.”

The testimony of Jefferson, on this subject, has already
been adduced.

Mr. Stewart—Past and Present State of Jamaica, p.
170—says: ‘“ Wherever slavery exists, there must be many
things attending it unfavorable to the improvement of the
minds and manners of the people; arbitrary habits are
acquired ; irritation and violeni passions are engendered,
partly, indeed, by the perverseness of the slaves; and the
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feelings are gradually blunted by the constant exercise of
1 too unrestrained power, and the scenes to which it is
continually giving birth. Human nature 1s shaped and
coverned by the force of early habits and of example. The
very children, in some families, are so used to see or hear
the negro servonts whipped for the offenses they commit,
that it becomes a sort of amusement to them.”

Bishop Smith, of Kentucky, who is intimately acquainted
with the state, and a competent and impartial witness, in
his testimony concerning homicides, speaks thus of the influ-
ence of slavery as an exciting cause of homicides and other
UL

‘“ Are not some of the direct influences of a system, |sla-
ery,] the existence of which among us can never be suffi-
ciently deplored, discoverable im these affrays? Are not
our young men more heady, violent, and imperious, in
consequence of their early habits of command? And are
not our taverns and other public places of resort much
more crowded with an inflammable maternal, than if young
men were brought up in the staid and frugal habits of
those who are constrained to earn their bread by the sweat
of therr brow? . . . Isnot intemperance more social,
more inflammatory, more pugnacious, where a fancied
superiority of gentlemanly character is felt, in consequence
of exemption from severe manual labor? Is there ever
stabbing where there 1s not idleness and strong drink?

Has not a public sentiment which we hear charac-
terized as singularly high-minded and honorable, and sensi-
tively alive to every affront, whether real or imaginary, but
which strangers denominate rough and ferocious, much to
do In provoking these assaults, and then in applauding
instead of punishing the offender?” (See American Sla-
very, pp. 204-206.)
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CHAPTER IV,

EFFECT OF SLAVERY ON THE NON-SLAVEHOLDERS OF BLAVE
STATES.

1. Tiue non-slaveholders, in the slave states, partake
greatly of the evil effects of slavery, in a great variety of
views. Different from the slaveholders in rank, wealth,
and associations, they can not find equality among the own-
ers of slaves, Unaccustomed to labor, and unacquainted
with the mechanical arts to a great degree, they are poorly
provided for. By their position in society they are virtually
shut out from political offices of profit, honor, and trust.
Their deficiency in education, too, is a serious barrier against
them. We will survey the principal matters in which their
oreat disadvantages will appear.

2. Slavery makes labor disreputable in the slave states.
The result of this is to mmpoverish the white non-slave-
holders, by deterring them from work. We will see this
very clearly, by quoting the sentiments of slaveholders on
this subject:

“ Qur slave population 1s decidedly preferable, as an
orderly and laboring class, to a northern laboring class,
that have just learning enough to make them wondrous
wise, and make them the most dangerous class to well-
regulated liberty under the sun.” (Richmond, Virginia,
Enquirer.)

‘“We believe the servitude which prevails in the south far
preferable to that of the north or in Europe, Slavery will
exist in all communities, There is a class which may he
nominally free, hut they will bhe virtually sluves.”  (Missis-
sippian, July 6§, 1534.)

“Those who depend on their duily luhor for Uhele duily
subsistence cun nover enler inbo politicul uffuin ; they nover
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lo, never will, never can.” (B. W. Leigh in Virginia Con-
vention, 1829.)

‘““ All society settles down into a classification of capital-
ists and laborers. The former will own the latter, either
collectively through the government, or individually in a
state of domestic servitude, as exists in the southern states
of this confederacy. If LABORERS ever obtain the political
power of a country, it is, in fact, in a state of rREvoLuTION.
The capitalists north of Mason and Dixon’s line, have pre-
cisely the same interest in the labor of the country that the
capitalists of England have in their labor. Hence it is,
that they must have a strong federal government [!] to con-
trol the labor of the nation. But it is precisely the reverse
with us. We have already not only a right to the proceeds
of our laborers, but we owx a class of laborers themselves.
But let me say to gentlemen who represent the great class
of capitalists in the north, beware that you do not drive us
Into a separate system; for if you do, as certain as the
decrees of Heaven, you will be compelled to appeal to the
sword to maintain yourselves at home. It may not come in
your day; but your children’s children will be covered with
the blood of domestic factions, and a plundering mob con-
tending for power and conguest.” (Mr. Pickens, of South
Carolina, in Congress, 21st January, 1836.)

‘““In the very nature of things there must be classes of
persons to discharge all the different offices of society, from
the highest to the lowest. Some of these offices are re-
garded as degraded, nlthough they must and will be per-
furmed,  Hence those munifest formns of dependent servi-
tude which produce a sense of supcriority in the musters or
cmployers, and of inferiority on the part of the servants,
Where these offices ure performed by sembers of the politicul
conemunily, u paANGEuOUE KLeMeNy s obyviously ntrodueed
into Lthe body poliies,  Hence the nlurming tendency )
vinlub the nghis of propaty by sgravisn logislution, which
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is beginning to be manifest in the older states, where uni-
VERSAL BUFFRAGE prevails without poOMESTIC SLAVERY.

“In a word, the institution of domestic slavery super-
sedes the necessily of AN ORDER OF NOBILITY AND ALL THE
OTHER APPENDAGES OF A HEREDITARY SYSTEM OF GOVERN-
MENT.” (Gov. M'Duffie’'s Message to the South Carolina
Legislature, 1836.)

‘““ We regard SLAVERY as the most safe and stable basis for
[free institutions in the world. It is impossible with us, that
the conflict can take place between labor and capital, which
makes it so difficult to establish and maintain free institu-
tions in all wealthy and highly-civilized nations where such
institutions do not exist. Every plantation is a little com-
munity with the master at its head, who concentrates in
himself the united interests of capital and labor, of whick
he is the common representative,”” (Mr Calhoun, of South
Carolina, in the United States Scnate, Jan. 10, 1840.)

“We of the south have cause now, and shall soon have
greater, to congratulate ourselves on the existence of a
population among us which excludes the rorvrace which
in effect rules some of our northern neighbors, and is
rapidly gaining strength wherever slavery does not exist—a
populace made up of the dregs of Jurope, and the most
worthless portion of the native population.”  (Iuchmond
Whig, 18317.)

“Would you do n benefit to the horse or the ox by giving
him a cultivated understunding—n fine fecling?  Bo fur ns
Lthe Mg sanoge hus the pride, the knowledgo, or Lhe
wspirntion of w freemun, hoe by unfitbed for his situntion, 11
there nre m:rdit!, bltrvuli, laborious offices W e pm“mmtftl,
i G niob better that thare shoald Lo sardid, seavile, lnlnnious
bedngs Lo porform thsin

“Ordium 'Hm hmm ¢inl, Mt bt lt:,{lnlull'm tahh e vl
of e foabnddding the elomenta ol cdusntivm boing compm
nleabed Go whiovon.  Buf, b rath, whint dnpary b danse thean
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by this? He who works during the day with his hands,
does not read in the intervals of leisure for his amusement,
or the improvement of his mind, or the exception is so very
rare as scarcely to need the being provided for.” (Chancel-
lor Harper, of South Carolina, Southern Literary Mes-
senger., )

‘“Is there any thing in the principles and opinions of the
other party—the great democratic rabble, as 1t has been
justly called—which should induce us to identify ourselves
with that? Here you may find every possible grade and
hue of opinion which has ever existed in the country. Here
you may find loafer, and loco-foco, and agrarian, and all the
rabble of the city of New York, the most corrupt and
depraved of rabbles, and which controls, in a great degree,
the city itself, and through that, as being the commercial
metropolis, exercises much influence over the state at large.

“What are the essential principles of democracy as dis-
tinguished from republicanism? The first consists in the
dogma, s0 portentous to us, of the natural equality and
inalienable right to hberty of every human being. Our
allies, [!] no doubt, are willing, at present, to modify the
doctrine in our fuvor. But the spirit of democracy at
Inrge makes no such exceptions, nor will these—our allies,
the northern democrats—continue Lo make it Jonger than
necessity or inlerents mny require,  The second consinty in
the doctring of the divine right of mjorities; a doctrne
nob Jewy (ulse, and slavish, and absurd, than the ancient doe
trine of the divine right of kings,"
Oration, in 1140,)

entlemen woanled o dedve ot the bluek popalation,
that, they muy oblain wiies ngapnors in their placo. Wi
menporn bavys thin ndynntnpge oyer bluck negroes they ony

(Chuneellor Hurper's

b compyertadd pber vobora, nnd Al guen wheo e e U

gwanl of their baw, nud pwy then bt w degendent

bewnly mubwdsloene s, cun, M owble b ke g den Hhonsad ol
Vo X (
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them in employment, come up to the polls and change the
destiny of the country.

‘“How improved will be our condition when we have
such white negroes as perform the servile labors of Europe,
of Old England, and he would add now of New England,
when our body servants, and our cart-drivers, and our
street-sweepers, are white negroes instead of black? Where
will be the independence, the proud spirit, and the chivalry
of Kentuckians then?” (R. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, in
Louisville Advertiser.)

3. Slave labor tends to drive the non-slavcholding whites
from the slave countries, or to degrade them toward the
condition of slaves. The following is from the pen of a
Virginian:

‘““Being born in 1801, in the valley of Virginia, and
having resided here to this day, as may be expected, I have
seen some of the workings of slavery. The valley has good
land in it; some of which lies along the streams of water,
while other portions, of heavy limestone s0il generally,
compose the middle part of the valley. In addition to
these Innds there are others of a thin, gravelly nature, gen-
erally ranging nearest the mountains,  The entire valley i
ind has been settled for o number of yenrs alrendy, but st
whut date the slaves were bronght in | have no knowledgpe,
They wera here nt my enrliest recollection, when they wereo
but, fuw, but thelr number has been constantly and steadily
nereasing Lo thin thoe,  Then the owners of them werg
wlan few, ond onch owned, perhinps, on an wvorape, twe,
thooo, Tomr, on wn wlaven. Alongside ol the eluyeboldsgy
wers Jiving elpht or ton timen their numbor whe did 1ol
awn nny wlaves, ponseally holding sall fovins o one b
doodd, omes hmddooed and ifty, on Voo handped neow B
thacnpeh wingne. v, whish one can bt Jiugrins: Ve
Lol the ot of Vhewe srnimms, Diving somtigusmm e hisi

beboo b ndgrbobonnw, woddd tho i dnnedsu s the plavihnollons, wned
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have gone to the west to find homes more congenial to
their wishes and interests. Thus it has come about that, in
some places, four, five, or six jree soil farms were smelted
into one slave farm; and where the smelting could not be
cffected, a slave-owner has made himself proprietor of so
many detached farms. In this way, slavery in general has
been getting the ascendency in the possession of the lands,
while the white man, who would not involve himself in
negro servitude, has, as already stated, gone to some west-
ern state; while, perhaps, two-thirds of the residue of that
class yet here are the occupants of the poorer lands which
have been mentioned, when, at the same time, in three or
more counties of the valley, seven-tenths of the voters are
non-slaveholders, But the time is coming when these, too,
must leave our valley, as the farms they own are generally
small, their families large, and, of course, without sufficient
employment., Their slave neighbors, who own the larger
and most productive tracts of land, will not give them em-
ployment, having slaves to do their work; and, therefore,
Leing thus situated, necessity—not choice, as we all love
home—will foree them to seck a country of strangers for
future homes,  Thus slavery, liko a huge serpent, is creep-
inge on in our valley, and will finally blight the whole of it
L han incrensed, perhops, ifty or one hundred fold during
my tune, und has dove i work of monopoly 1 more thun
J111e Wﬂy.

“Thers was u ime when our youny men here could gel
conployment on furin wb pleasure, und 1ecoive good prices,
Foaconlloct, whon bt a boy, that my lnother, thon a youny
wnti, ol wapen Do filwon o Lwenly dollus psr menth,
The lusl two yours ol Jin servine an that way he got Lwenly
dellwes goir gnondhe, wnd then sl the old lerssn’s
ebungpehide v, who bo ad oo e ke i bt B the wlao ke bt
beeatd bt sebd s bo a6 wluve h';l*'* ', boso wepuli] hm#“y hinya,

bovessr wilhisge fost Flwsns Voo annpey buw tuughier, Ty the gingl
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reason that his qualities woulu never have developed them-
sclves to the old gentleman. Dut a series of labor on the
farm brought them to light, and the result was not a bad
one. But where is the man in our valley now that can get
half that sum as wages for the same service? Ah! those
days and those wages are gone by, and, I fear, will never
return for our young men. And why? Slavery is doing
the labor on the rich lands of the valley, and the sturdy
young free white man must now learn a trade, contrary to
his wishes, or leave the country and his friends, and go
where the strength of his body and bent of his mind may
find employment more congenial to his health, and which
may suit him best. Blessed, thrice blessed, be the memory
of those wise and good men, who, in the formation of this
vast republic, secured some portions of it from the curse
of slavery, where the young and enterprising men of Vir-
ginia. may find an asylum, They love Virgina, its moun-
taing and  dales, and sincerely regret to leave l_rwr;t hut
slavery drives them, and they must go.  Peace be to the
wshes of their sives, whom Lhey leave behind them, sleeping
heneath the soll now tranpled by the slave, while the ehil-
deen, the oflsprnng of thewr aflection, are seclimg norefuga in
other countiries, whers sluvery can not aoppress Lhem,

“Phe Cloveanor of our state, l \"il';{illiﬂ,l iy b recent men
e hun mieeed 30 vastly, when b anyn: C'Fho ol ne
cesstly lor the coigonbion ol oo meonsidegublo portion of our
buboning white popadation s occasioned by the free Blineb
of the wtale " Al By, s will vt de FL e tainly da i
vier o e opiabede vabibe panibar ol 1ng wm*l, boosrse b wlnte, e
whie Jewyi thin geen Lot T, tiiahlery ﬂumqrh the it
b boe e bl b daber wperd dles oy WO s W dyewse e Hint s,
bk B b B ks wmoiige e, e g bl adl
bt v s yren b et e g ool s Wi sy el
ob e s Fileery wdarr g daew thiv sk Kluy e

Ve uy podoil "*"“H st e iyl piesh s bipaal ,HFH* faene
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eastern Virginia annually, at a price lower than the white
man can work for—this has caused, and always will cause,
the emigration from this section; and if from here the emi-
gration is caused in this way, how much more terrible must
be the effect on that portion of the state where the excess
of slaves is such that labor can not be produced sulfficient
to keep them employed ; so much so, that swarms of them
are hired out in other sections annually! How many of the
farms in the valley now work from ten, twenty, sixty, to a
hundred or more slaves! These take just that amount of
labor from the free but poor white men, who must depend
upon that kind of labor to make their living. The result is
obvious. The land is held by but a small portion of white
citizens, yet working many hands, [slaves;] consequently,
the profit arising from products of the carth is, in this way,
thrown into the hands of the few whites, and they and their
familics made very rich. The abominable system of black
slavery does this; for, were it not for this, these rich land-
holders would be bound to sell some of their lands, or let
tenants or renters furm it and thus divide the spoils,  Now,
then, Jet this thing grow and spread over our entire nation,
and the poor white people of this country would be in n
worne condition than the prupers of urape,

“Wa sny, again, blesned Le the memonen of those wor-
thivs who secured W us buttor things, by fixing a limit W
Lhe sliwves powor In the country they thon ponsussad ; wd we
fondly hope that our prosent sulors will sfleot like tavern Jor
futare gonerations, In thut ntory which hua lataly hyan
wlded 4o o gy dondn, - Phin cortainly Ju ol the st
wilghiby hinportanae, wn Lhe wvils of sluyery wie navitahle,
tho whiwvmhiodder Bienwedb will, in ngrmt dosbuaemn, couduis, yat,
ks the donnbord, indulyge b b b tha vary lnink ol dontop,
i e bven in cans wisl sapnlind, swnl sanstisse in e
Lrwvngnnts, mmabew mnny by sless lubon poid slass toullis
nok b Hhis Jebiar weay o sunldng sy, e wonlit hke b

e
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have the whole world to be his market, and thus finally
depopulate the earth of her white inhabitants, if he could
but be the last one to ride out on the back of a slave; so
completely is he infatuated with it, and so unmanned within
himself as to move about in the general wreck of its perni-
cious effects, without attempting to stay its progress in the
least. Who, then, must save [if saved at all] from the -uin
of slavery, New Mexico and California? The west and the °
north must doit, This lies particularly heavy and important
as a duty on western members in Congress, to reciprocate
to others what they now enjoy through favors bestowed on
them by good men i* ‘ormer days, of a like nature. What
would be the condiuc of the western states now, had not
Mr. Jefferson and ot'wer worthies of the south and north
stayed slavery at the Ohio river? Let them think of this,
and go and do likewise.

‘““ Southern men who would like to see hounds set to
slave territory, can do nothing to effect it.  They searcely
darc open their lips to suy o word favornble to i, as the
nhuse would be bitter; yet there are none who know and feel
the evil efleets of sluvery better thun they do. They also
fenr, that to nbolish sluvery i the south, und Liave the bluclos
un f1ee ws whinte men wee, mnpled and mixed i one con
inunily, wonld he worne thun nluvmy yhesee ) Hal muny
helieve here, that ) tslu\fmy wers nol ullowed W) ul,urml IV
TTUN Kk |J*H"Hly th n il now luus, Hml, i b wine l”l;vlilt'lu‘u'
weildd, prrlmlns, b i own wppomted e, inides o way 104
bl o Che hmal cpaneipmtion b thec blacba 10 boae, i
pany dovbonecs, Che vlave pocn Py Gnaiod, and chinime baily
bl dbiswenn Ao dprnprvme o e e bidw sihiion wt all ik ty
I O TTIL) CR FTR N VAR Y TY D I TE R R T 1 AL CEARTTIE PR IO PO T T TS
bvow gangarly snddey b qulhucas ol the Gaepe )l ol e
Fhav s bas 1o ) !hur‘m YA NI WY Tl wjuvs e 1t perkiy
TR TYRCY'R I TR Y N RN L B M TIVE) M TPLY PYUY AR S P I IR

v be prst o d Pyl thio jheonl s ¥4 od e gy fe vy
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the poorer class of white people, in the way already stated,
and in petty thefts, of which most of the blacks are guilty.
Put slavery, then, in the best form you can, and it is an
abominable thing; and the people of the United States can
never be considered a happy and great people, in the true
sense of the word, while these things remain among them.
Turn it which way you will, and it remains black; and the
white people that dabble with it, will not fail to find them-
sclves smutted by it. How, then, shall this stain be ob-
literated from our otherwise happy nation, and who shall
he be that may accomplish this thing?”’ (J. H. Steffy, Dec.
22, 1848, in the National Era, January 11, 1849.)

4. The principal political offices are filled by slaveholders.
Of this we have already given sufficient proof clsewhere.
We now barely add the conclusion of Mr. Steffy’s letter
quoted above:

“ Another idea, founded on fact, may be noticed here.
In several counties, where seven or cight-tenths of the
volers are without slaves, there are very few tnstunces where
conl offices are beld by awy of them; perbaps there may be
el number of  mapistrates who do not hold  slaves,
Bevernl rennonn iy e iwsrigned for this,  Bluvery has got
ruch undoubted  preponderuncs o these things, thut hoth
clissen vecm ta thanle that the slaveholder wlone shanld Logld
these stabions. He has such a hidat ol dommeening and
pubing, Vil b seelin cyosry opporbuniy b wink hannelt it
prower, wilneh b peneradly wecomphslivs by nlong o
b Loende whieady e power, ad theae then wintsdly, by
cenlt ke o e cpcdiiliny o the aneaspss e Labiring
vehedbo gunne whoors bov b wory Vhiwg bywny Vo gl s desipg i
becr e v omnpdisboesd - whgle, v the ot bl fher: )
Lo wdibormny wanbn wn slliv oo Ao dievpug 10 vasivns, bropn L
gevtorsprnetrate Wbl b v et hpoene o e shie b b Bipesls
R TRV I N RV IR TUR TV LI TIN] bhev g Bosavr e iy ‘:Hi;*;l!-“hihﬁ*:i

Fheopw wdwdf oiffiven Fisesn fpooppr wonssehnt 3:*:11”“4*@'; w i
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slaveholders, and I verily believe ever will be so, where
slaveholders and non-slaveholders live together in one com-
munity. The man of slaves will bear rule. In Zis social in-
tercourse, he there, too, is one-sided. The laboring white man
has no pleasures in his house and family for him. Inshort,
the two classes can not properly live in the same community ;
they should and must be separate. But if the laws of our
land do not effect this separation, by setting limits for
slavery, then, without a shadow of doubt, it will spread to
the remotest parts of our land; and then every white man
must either become a slaveholder or a vassal to slave-
holders; and, finally, the black and white, In a smelted
[mixed in blood] form, occupy this vast and rich territory.
More than one slaveholder actually believes this. May God,
in his infinite mercy, avert it! Slavery is an evil in itself,
and cvery one must see 1ts evil and wicked consequences.
How, then, can a true patriot give his aid {o extend it one
mile further on our continent; but how much less the be-
liever in Christ ? J. H. SteFFy.

«« December 22, 1848.”

5. Slavery is extremely injurious to the gencral interests
of white non-slaveholdcrs. We quote on this the well-
sustained argument of S. S. Nicholson, of Kentucky, who is
well acquainted with this subject:

“It is well known, that a majority of the slaveholders are
opposed to the importation of more slaves. How, then, do
the members of the last Legislature expect to be sustained
in this new policy? Is it by reason of their supposed
influence over the poorer class of men, who are not slave-
owners, most of whom have no prospect of becoming so,
none of whom have any personal interest in maintamning
slavery, and who constitute four-fifths of the voters of the
state? There must be some plausibility in the argument
which goes to show that slavery is beneficial to the owners
of rich lands, who are also the most exclusive owners of
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slaves, or so many respectable and intelligent men would not
avow that opmion. But, what is the course of reasoning by
which it is expected to prove to the great laboring class,
who own no slaves, but do their own work in tilling the
thinner and less productive lands, that theiwr inierests are
promoted, that they are benefited by the system? Ken-
“tucky has been trying the experiment for between sixty and
seventy years, and thus far the direct benefits of slavery—
if there be such—have never yet reached the poor lands,
We need no further experimenting, to prove that those
benefits never will reach them. All know that negro slavery
never did and never can thrive on poor land, while there 1s
a slave market in richer lands. The inhabitants of our
thinner lands must by this time be sufficiently convinced
that, whatever may be the direct benefits of negro slavery
to others, they are never to reap any of them. What,
then, are the collateral benefits of slavery to that class of
our population who constitute sc large a majority of the
whole? This development the pro-slavery men have never
yet made. No one has yet attempted to prove that the
system was beneficial to that class of our population. There
are, perhaps, more rich men in Kentucky, in proportion to
white population, than there are in Ohio. One of the evils
of the system 1s to accumulate too much wealth in few
hands, and the rich part of our population may be conceded
to be Ina sufficiently-prosperous condition. But the rich
are a very lean minority of the population of any country.
They are so few In number, that with no propriety can the
fundamental nstitutions of society be adjusted with a pecu-
liar view, much less with an exclusive eye to their interests.
The great interest to be attended to, not to the exclusion of
others, however, but that which is most entitled to respect-
ful consideration, is the interest of the laboring masses—of
those who constitute four-fifths if not five-sixths of our
white population. Let it be shown how slavery benefits
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them; what interest they have in the perpetuation of slavery
and the increase of slaves In our state. It is precisely in its
evil operations on them, by its destructive influence on their
best interests, that the system produces most of its perni-
cious effects on the well-being of the whole state.

“They are mostly small farmers, remote from market.
The mechanic arts and manufactures are but httle pursued
among them. They have not been reared to such pursuits,
and do not voluntarily fall into them. The institution of
slavery keeps mechanics and manufacturers from coming to
the state and settling among them. That is what they want.
Agricultural labor is overstocked. They want an indus-
trious, consuming population near them, which they can
have the benefit of feeding, and which can teach them the
mechanic arts. The labor of one producer can feed himself
and five or six others. All producers and no consumers can
never constitute a prosperous community. They especially
need the facilities for educating their children and teaching
their sons good trades. They can not give all their sons
farms; but they know that if they can make them good
mechanics, they will make them independent. How does
the large slaveholder of an adjacent county aid or assist
that class of our community ? He raises his own provisions,
and is a competitor in the market with his surplus. He
grows his own wool and flax, weaves and makes up his own
coarser clothing, mmports his furniture and finer clothing,
ready-made, from a free state, and encourages no mechanic
but the blacksmith and the house builder, and that because
he can not import a ready-made house, and because he can
not send to a free state to have his wagon mended or his
horse shod. Nor is this state of things at all likely to
Improve, but it I1s every day getting worse. It is an
undoubted fact, that forty years ago there were more hats,
shoes, boots, saddles, and various articles of furniture, man-
ufactured in Kentucky than there are at this day.
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“The great mass of every community is, always has been,
and always will be, poor. In other words, the great major-
ity must always be made up of those who are not and never
can be slaveholders. Hence the necessity of constantly
keeping in view the interests of this greater mass, in every
discussion of negro slavery. Let it be shown how or in
what way it is that they are benefited by the system.
Directly it can not be, for 1t does not reach them. So long
as the southern states afford better markets for slaves than
even the rich lands of Kentucky, it is in vain to expect
that slaves will be generally owned by the small proprietors
of our thin lands. If there be collateral benefits to the
class, let them be shown. You may rely upon the sym-
pathies and the supposed sense of justice of this great
majority, to suffer and endure the system as it 1s. DBut,
when you venture upon a new course of measures to spread
and perpetuate it, then, surely, you rely too much on the
gullibility of the masses, if you do not show how they are
to be benefited. You must satisfy them by pointing to
the comparative superior prosperity of the slave states over
the free. In what particulars will you find this superiority ?
In commerce, iIn manufactures, in mechanic arts, in indi-
vidual or public enterprise, in roads and canals, in arts, in
learning, in common schools for the poor, or in the general
diffusion of the common elements of education, or will it
be in the proper appreciation of the working man, and of
all industrial pursuits? None of these—no, not one of
them—furnishes the means of an illustration in favor of the
slave system, but each and all of them tell a tale the other
way, which must carry uncontrollable conviction to every
poor man's mind, that the system of slavery is not good for
him.” (8. 8. Nicholson, in Louisville Journal of March 7,
1849, and quoted in National Era, March 19, 1849.)

6. The education of the free white people in the slave
states, too, is most injuriously affected by slavery. On this
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we will barely adduce the testimony of Mr. Nicholson
quoted above. What he says in the conclusion of his letter,
respecting Kentucky, will apply equally well to other slave

states:
“ Kentucky has recently declared, with unprecedented

unanimity at the polls, that she will be taxed for the sup-
port of a system of common schools. Her Legislature will
pass law after Jaw in obedience to this mandate. But still
she will have no common schools. The poor man will stiil
be without the facility of giving the elements of a plain
education to his children. We have not the teachers for
the schools, but, above all, we have not the men to put the
schools in operation and supervise them when started.
Louisville has the honor of being the first city in the west
to start a system of common schools. This was done under
the influence and guidance of New England men—it has
been kept up for twenty years under their superintendence;
1t 1s so extended that it is annually imparting its benefits to
some four thousand children. Not a hundred votes could
be obtamed in the city for its abolition. Yet, it is the firm
conviction of one who has been intimately acquainted with
it for ten years, that, if the northern men among us were
to withdraw from it their gratuitous supervision and care,
it would, iIn a very few years, die out of inanition and
neglect. It 1s one of those small kind of public concerns
which our Virgime stock have not been trained to in early
life, and, therefore, deem beneath their attention. This is
but one of the many illustrations of the erroneous structure
of society, where negro slavery is part of the structure.
The rich are not brought into sufficiently-near contact with
poor men to feel their dependence on them, or elicit suffi-
ciently-active sympathy for them. The general policy of all
the slave states 1s, to let every man do for himself and to
take care of himself; there are no general provisions in aid
of the masses—nothing to call forth and combine their
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small means for even their own general benefit. Nearly all
local and public trusts are conducted in the most slothful
and slovenly manner. Roads, bridges, and public edifices,
all speak in most intelligible and unmistakable language.
The most casual observer and inattentive traveler can not
cross the line from a slave state into a free state, without at
once being struck with the contrast in all the elements of
visible prosperity. It is the contrast between sloth and
premature decay, and all the active bustle of thriving in-

dustry and rapid improvement in all the elements of a

state’s well-being and prosperity. Ask the cause of the
contrast, and there 1s one uniform, invariable answer, from

all men of intelligence, ‘that it 1s to be found in the system

? M

of negro slavery.

7. The following picture of the ignorance, degradation,
and poverty of non-slaveholders, i1s from the pen of Mr.
Vaughan, a native of South Carolina, a devoted friend to
liberty and to man. What he says respecting the Sand-
hillers of the Carolinas, will apply to non-slaveholders gen-
erally in all slave countries:

“The Sufferers; or, Sand-hillers—~We find in the Win-
yan Intelligencer, pubhished at Georgetown, South Carolina,
the following notice:

‘““‘The poor laborers on Black river, and m that neigh-
borhood, are In a state of starvation, many of them being
without corn or meal, and none of them having meat. The
occasion calls for the aid of the charitable, and effcrts will
be made to obtain relief for them.’

“Who are these ‘poor laborers?’

“There is a class of poor whites in the Carolinas, and
most of the southern states, peculiar in character, and un-
known generally to the country. They are called Sand-
hillers. They are so called because they cluster together m
the poorest regions, and there live by hunting, fishing, rais-
ing a little stock, making tar and charcoal, and attending to

Vo, 1.—9
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poultry. They are very ignorant. Not one out of fifty can
read or write, and, what is worse, they change not as time
winnows down the old and supplies their places with the
young. As is the sire, so 1s the son.

« And these Sand-hillers are as peculiar in dress and looks
as they are in character. You know them whenever you
see them. They are marked in any crowd. Dressed al-
ways in the plainest homespun, home-made and widely cut,
often without shoes, but when using them wearing the
coarsest kind, with slouched hats of cheapest texture, having
no blood in their cheeks, their eyes black, and their hair
lank, they are as distinct a race as the Indian. In some
respects they are not unlike them. They love to roam the
woods, and be free there; to get together for frolic or fun;
to fish and hunt; to chase wild cattle; but here the simi-
larity ends; for they are wanting in personal daring, and in
that energy of character which makes a man. We do not
know one of them who ever gained station in society, or
became distinguished by his deeds. And it is this class to
whom the Georgetown Intelligencer alludes, we conclude,
when 1t speaks of the ‘poor laborers’ on Black river, and
neighborhood.

‘“ How came they in their present condition ?

‘““ Their history is quickly told. It is a sad one, and we
never think of it without sorrow.

““In the early settlements of the Carolinas, every body
pressed upon the water courses. Poor, as well as rich,
made lodgment upon, or near their banks. There were, at
first, very few negroes; consequently the latter needed the
labor of the former to house their crops, and clear their
lands. - All got along well, then. But the slave traffic,
with its accursed ills, began soon after, and, by and by,
planters had their places stocked with slaves. As these
slaves increased, the poor began to feel their degradation.
A bitter hatred grew up between these classes. It led
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often to violence. The large planters, In consequence,

began to buy up the poor men’s land, and the poor men, in
turn, became anxious to sell. And they did so. But where

were they to go? South of Carolina was a wilderness;
the good lands on the water courses, in the state, were in
possession of rich planters. They had no alterpative left,
as they thought, but to herd together on the sand-hills, and
there they and theirs still hive.

“Their choice of place is significant enough of their feel-
ing, and of the cause of their removal. They made their
location in neighborhoods where neither large nor small
planters could molest them. They got where they could
live without being disturbed, or worried, by the continued
sight of slaves. Now and then you will find a few of the
more debased sort gathered close by towns; but generally
they are some ten, or fifteen, or twenty miles back. What
the land would yield which they call their own—for often
they ¢squat,” as the phrase 1s, on the state’s or others’
property—it is difficult to say. But the best of it, on the
average, would not return ten bushels of corn to the acre;
the most of it, not five. They grow sweet-potatoes, melons,
a little cotton for home use, and now and then a bag or
half a bag for market. But things are where they are, and
as they are, because slavery, with its biting social ills, beats
them away, from the richer soil, and keeps them hopelessly
down and debased on the barren hills.

““ What are their peculiarities of mind ?

““The fact, that they left the neighborhood of large plant-
ations, and sought a sort of wild-wood liberty, shows that
they have some notions of personal freedom They have.
But they are very crude. 1t was their condition which in-
duced us to think first on the subject of slavery, and we
endeavored, in conjunction with the lamented GriMkE, to hit
upon some plan by which we could improve this. We
sought them out in their hovel-homes, We endeavored to
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win their regard, and secure their confidence. We succeeded
in this, but we failed, wholly, m every effort to induce them
to change their mode of life. The ruling idea uppermost
in their minds seemed to be, Zatred of labor, under the con-
viction, that it degraded them, because 1t put them on an
cquality with the slaves. An anecdote will illustrate this
feeling.,

“One of their number had a fine, intelligent boy. He
was one that would have attracted notice in any boyhood
gathering. We proposed to the father that he should be
educated. ‘It him go with us to town,” said we, ‘and
we will send him to school, and sce what can be done with
him.” ‘And what then? asked he, eycing us, as if suspi-
clous that something wrong was to follow. ¢Why,’ we
continued, ¢ when he has been ceducated, we can send him
to the carriage maker’s, Mr. C., and let him learn a trade!’
‘ Never,” he quickly, almost fiercely, rejoined, with a harsh
oath. ‘My son shall never work by the side of your ne-
groes, and Mr. 's negroes —calling certain planters’
names whose slaves were being taught the trade—*and be
ordered about by Mr. C. as he ordered them about.” He
was fixed. No argument, entreaty, appcal to interest, could
move him. The idea uppermost in his mind was the idea
of his class—that labor was degrading—and he would
rather his son should be free in the forest, if 1gnorant, than
debased in the city, though educated, by a memal task.

‘““ What hope 1s there for them ?

“We see none. Nothing, certainly, but the removal of
slavery can induce them to change their present condition.
They will not labor 1n the field while they think 1t degrading;
nor become artisans or mechanics while slaves are such.
And as for educating them, scattered as they are, the effort
seems almost hopeless! Up and down the river where these
‘ poor laborers,” that the South Carolina paper talks of, live,
and all around Georgetown, there are large rice and cotton
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estates. Many of the owners of them are very wealthy ;
a majority rich. Yet there is no sort of connection, or sym-
pathy, between these planters and the Sand-hillers! They
are as far apart as two races well can be. We speak now
of social separation; for we are.sure.the moment they heard
the ¢poor laborers’ were starving, these planters did what
was necessary, and more, to relieve their wants, But, we
fear, coming time will find them as they are now—alone,
1wnorant, degraded, the victims of a blighting curse !

“The condition of these Sand-hillers illustrates the effect
of slavery in its extreme, or when pushed to its farthest
limit. Take one town, near the center of South Carolina,
and make a line for ten miles south of it along the river on
one side, looking three miles back, and we question whether
you will find over ten planters! They have each from one
hundred to two, three, four, or five hundred slaves! Many
of these slaves, too, are mechanics! Neceséarily, therefore,
the towns wane, the poorer classes emigrate, as well as the
young and enterprising ; and the ignorant, or Sand-hill class,
escape to the barrens for freedom! according to their notion
of it.

‘5o much for the ¢ poor laborers’ of Black river and its
neighborhood ! for the unfortunate Sand-hillers of the Caro-
linas!” (J. C. Vaughan, in the Louisville Examiner of July
24, 1847%.)

X
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CHAPTER V.

OPPOSITION OF SLAVERY TO CHRISTIANITY.

1. TuE effects of slavery on the state are no less striking
and injurious, than they are on the masters and their fami-
lies—on the slaves and the white population generally. It
furnishes an antagonism to Christianity, in a Christian coun-
try, of the most injurious character, preventing its progress,
or totally forbidding pure Christianity, or greatly vitiating
it, and lowering its standard in morals, when it does not
entirely prevent its propagation. The slave code runs imto
actual or virtual persecution, violating the rights of con-
science, and virtually banishing its conscientious citizens into
other states, by the impediments or disabilities thrown in
the way ol emancipation.

And what i1s morally wrong in itself never can be politi-
cally right. This maxim—an axiom in true politics—is
fully exemplified in the history of all countries where sla-
very has existed; and the developments in the United
States now clearly show, that this great country can not be
excepted from the general course of things, in which moral
causes will lead to their natural consequences. The ele-
mentary operations of slavery in this country are operating
adversely to general education and national morals—the
monopolies of offices by slaveholders—the martial spirit
produced by it—the impoverishment of the country by an
indolent and improvident agriculture, and want of energy
and enterprise in commerce and manufactures—the disaffec-
tion and discord produced by the system—the disregard for
constitutional obligation, and the ditficulty of conducting
government harmoniously—the state weakened—want of
allegiance to law, in the encouragement given to mobs and
lynching—interference with the very elements of political
liberty, mn the freedom of speech, freedom of the press,

"

ra
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trial by jury, and the right of petition, etc.—these political
evils, growing out of slavery, and all proceeding from moral
wrong, injustice, and evil habits and principles, are working
most mischievously in the United States, so that the sinful
and moral taint in the system is as easily distinguished as a
tree is known by 1ts fruits.

Slavery, we maintain, both in its principles and its prac-
tice, is in antagonmsm to Chnstianity, and is also producing
cffects adverse to the well-being and continuance of the
body politic. Each of these will demand our attertion;
and, in the first place, we will survey the effects of slavery
on the Church.

2. Slavery is antagonistic to Christianity.

Whatever stand the Church may take in reference to sla-
very, whether she condemns or sanctions it, its existence in
her field of labor will cripple her energies and impede her
progress. If the Church condemn slavery, this will excite
the jealousy and hostility of slaveholders. If the Church
approve of slavery, or utter no testimony against it, the
world will conclude that religion is itself a corrupt thing,
because it approves or winks at injustice or wrong.

There 1s a direct and irreconcilable antagonism between
the principles of the slave system, as established by law,
and the principles of the Christian religion.

The seizure of human beings as slaves, at their birth, by
law, is violence and robbery, and is fundamentally wrong,
according to the Christian religion. Robbing the slave of
his property, In depriving him of the fruit of his skill, is a-
continuance or an addition to the original theft; and his
deprivation of liberty, growing out of these, is only a link
in the chain of robbery. Reducing man to property, or
making. him a chattel, and then depriving him of his liberty,
his property, and other rights, stand in the most antagonis-
tic attitude to the principles of Christianity; and whether
this is done by stealing the child from Africa, buying the
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stolen man, or seizing the child of a slave-mother, the effect
is the same on the slave. He 1s deprived of himself, his
liberty, and his property; and the mode of doing it has no
more to do with the nature of the wrong, than the different
modes of murder and theft have to do with the nature of
wrong done in theft or murder.

Christianity is lzght, and instructs man intellectually, mor-
ally, and religiously; slavery hinders, neglects, or forbids
the intellectual, moral, and religious instruction of the slaves

Christianity gives all men credit for declaring the truth o1
bearing witness thereto; but slavery rejects the testimony
of slaves, even when they tell the truth, as when they utter
untruth, and by this means subjecting them to cruel treat-
ment, degradation, and even death.

Slavery, in its code, knows nothing of marriage; but
Christianity enjoins and commands it.

Slavery exposes, without protection or redress, females to
indecent and licentious treatment; but Christianity con-
demns this with 1ts heaviest anathemas.

Christianity places children and parents in close connec-
tion; but slavery separates them, although God himself
has joined them together.

Slavery inflicts severe and cruel punishments on its vie-
tims for no crimes, or for trivial faults, and extends this to
the most shameful exposure of the bodies of females; and
all this at the caprice of the master, without judge, jury,
examination, or trial. Chrnistianity condemns all such cruel
acts, and enjoins a different course.

Slavery either forbids or impedes the acquisition of free-
dom, and renders 1t insecure when enjoyed. Christianity
teaches, *“If thou canst be free, use it rather.” And the
Gospel jubilee declares this to be one of the great works
of Christiamty. (Luke iv, 18, and Isa. i. See Duncan,

pp. 94-97.)
Christianity civilezes man, because all its tendencies are
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toward the highest possible forms of social order and im-
provement; but slavery is essentially barbarous.

Christianity kumanizes, for 1t develops the faculties and
regulates the aftections in every individual who receives it;
but slavery brutahzes man.

The spirit of Christianity is love and good-will; the spirit
of slavery is violence and fear.

Christianity makes all men equal, by the common privi-
leges of creation, redemption, provision, and future pros-
pects; but slavery reduces one portion of the human family
to brutal degradation, and raises another portion to arrogant
assumption of the rights of God and man.

In brief, it were easy to increase this list of antagonistic
principles between Christianity and slavery. The points of
antagonism have been already discussed. We will now
proceed to point out the antagomstic workings of Christi-
anity and slavery in the same body politic.

3. There are dutles or practices enjoined by Christianity
which are forbidden or counteracted by the system of sla-
very.

It is impossible to declare the whole counsel of God,
without coming In opposition to some branch of the system
of slavery, such, especially, as that great branch of duties
which teaches us our duty toward man, and renders to z2ll
their due. But the laws of most of the slave states render
1t criminal for a preacher to preach against slavery. Hence,
preachers of the Gospel are prevented from preaching the
whole counsel of God; and, indeed, they can not preach it,
In whole or in part, to the slaves, without the good leave of
the masters; so that here again the commission of Christ,
which teaches ministers to preach the Gospel to every crea-
ture, is met with the hinderance of the master’s will.

- Many preachers have been fined for preaching against
slavery; others have been maltreated in various ways; and
all have been hirdered in enforcing the morals of the Gospel.



106 OPPOSITION OF SLAVERY TO CHRISTIANITY,

Take the institution of marriage. In reference to this,
adultery and fornication, and all concubinage, or illicit com-
merce between the sexes, 1s expressly forbidden in the
Christian religion; and the obligation of marriage is enjoined
on all, without exception, who live. together as husband and
wife. DBut the slave laws know nothing of marriage as an
ordinance of God. Any connection among slaves answering
to marnage 1s broken up by the will of the master; and the
siave laws repudiate marriage. They acknowledge a motker,
but no father. The abominable sentiment of the heathen
and Roman slave law is adopted by Christian America—
“ partus sequitur ventrem’—the child follows the condition
of the mother.

As a specimen of this, while we are writing, the South-
ern Christian Advocate, of February 2, 1849, contains the
following resolutions of the Georgia conference, on the
‘““ MARRIAGE OF COLORED MEMBERS,” attested thus: E. H.
Myers, Secretary, Macon, January 25, 1849:

‘“Resolved, 1. That this conference instruct the preachers
in charge of circuits, stations, and missions within its bounds,
to require the colored members under their charge, who
may hereafter take husband or wife, to be married in due
form by an ordained minister, or authorized officer of the
law, provided the owners do not object.

““g. That no leader, exhorter, or unordained preacher,
much less a private member, has any authority to perform
the marriage ceremony, and that, therefore, in the judg-
ment of this conference, no unordained person, not an officer
of the law, should perform that ceremony.

““3. That our preachers in charge pay special attention
to this subject in the future, and that where our members
have heretofore agreed to be man and wife, or may here-
after be married, they shall not be allowed voluntarily to
separate except for Scriptural cause.”

In Georgia, it appears, from the foregoing, that the mar-
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riage of colored persons is held by the state laws and
custems in no very high repute. Colored persons, even
members of Churches, “take husband and wife,” and
‘“aoree to be man and wife.” Again: the “owners may
object;”’ that is, they may object to the institution of
almighty God, sanctioned and enjoined by Jesus Christ,
and refuse that persons should be married whom the laws
of God require to be married. Here the Church and the
state are at direct 1ssue. The Church is attempting to
adhere to Christ’s imstitution, and the state 1s setting 1t at
naught, and establishing adultery, fornication, and concu-
binage in the place of the holy matrimony of God’s own
appointinent. The twenty-first article of religion, of the
same Church, declares that «“ Christians and ministers may
marry at their own discretion, as they shall judge the same
to serve best to godliness.” But the state—by the power
allowed to slaveholders—here interposes, and places this at
the arbitrary disposition of an mterested, and frequently a
licentious master, thus annulling marriage, and establishing
in its place concubinage or unbounded licentiousness, such
as heathenism never exceeded In its worst forms of moral
pollution.

4. The system of slavery and Christianity are opposed in
the exercise of Church discipline. We will adduce a few
cases, in which the irreconcilable antagonism of slavery and
the Scriptural exercise of discipline will appear. |

The government of the Church takes cognizance of
fraud, theft, robbery, and the like. The crime of defraud-
ing the laborer of his stipulated wages, can be no greater
than taking the labor of a slave without wages. Indeed,
the sin is less. The first is an act of theft or fraud; the
last is an act of double robbery; for slavery robs the
slave of his liberty, and then of his labor, which is his
property. If the government of the Church takes cogni-
zance of fraud and theft in ordinary cases, it must also of
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acts of robbery. Therefore, the just government of the
Church is opposed to the government of slaves; and a
slaveholder, who 1s such of choice, or continues such by
choice, can have no more right to Church membership than
swindlers, thieves, or robbers,

When slaveholders and slaves are -both members of the
Church, if the slave accuses his master to the Church for a
crime, in support of which he can bring no testimony but
that of slaves, the Church, by the laws of Christ, are
bound to give credit to true testimony, from whatever
source 1t may come. But the laws of the state will not
allow the testimony of slaves to be taken. Here again the
state is opposed to Christianity, because Christianity obeys
the laws of God.

Again: the laws of the state allow the master to beat
the slave, brand, or crop him. But the laws of the
Church forbid one brother to sirike or beat another, much
less to brand him, crop off his ears, or the like. The law
of Scripture In the case, (Matt. xvii, 15,) gives the master
no authority to beat or whip his offending brother; but
directs him to take different measures. Thus, the govern-
ment of the Church is at variance with the government of
slaves. If the Church forbids the masters to whip and
abuse the slaves In the same Church with them, 1t will
amount to an emancipation of the slaves; for no one can be
a slaveholder, without possessing authority to compel the
slaves to submit to his will, and, therefore, to whip, beat, or

otherwise correct them if need be.
Again: suppose a slave, in the same Church with his

master, deserts his service, but 1s again brought back, and
placed under the government of the master, and also that
of the Church. Now, how could the Church court con-
demn the slave for the crime of offending God and his
bretliren, when he only attempted that which every member
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of the court would justify in himself, had he been in the
same condition with the slave?

No ecclesiastical court can restore an offending brother
to the communion of the Church again; but upon confes-
sion of sin, and an engagement, through divine grace, to
avold a repetition of the same offense. But it is impossible
to bring a slave to such a confession for deserting his mas-
ter’s service, without lying both to God and man.

5. Accordingly, we find leading slaveholders in the south
openly declare against the Church, unless it shapes its doc-
trines and discipline to suit their views, and to accommo-
date Church discipline to the laws and practice of slavery.

Mr. Calhoun declared in the senate, January 10, 1838,
that “many In the south once beleved that slavery was a
moral and political evil: that folly and delusion are gone.
We see it now in 1its true light, and regard it as the most
safe and stable basis for free institutions in the world.”
Governor Hammon, February 1, 1836, declared: “I do
firmly believe that domestic slavery, regulated as ours is,
produces the highest-toned, the purest, the best organiza-
tion of soclety, that has ever existed on the facc of the
carth,”

Mr. Seabrook, 1n no obscure terms, considers Christianity
in any efficient form, as at variance with slavery. He says:
‘““ Whoever believes slavery to be immoral or illegal, and,
under that belief, frames a code of laws for the government
of his people, is practically an ENEMY TO THE STATE.”
Alluding to the decisions of the synod of South Carolina
and Georgia, he says: ‘“The sentences quoted contain the
foundation argument on which the emancipationist proposes
to erect the structure of his scheme.”

A large number of southern Christians have lately con-
ceded to Mr. Seabrook, and the other politicians, all they
could desire by way of submission. Presbyterian synods

VoL, 11.—10
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and presbyteries have allowed, “that holding slaves, so far
from being a sin in the sight of God, 1s no where condemned
in his holy word; . . . that slavery is a civil institu-
tion with which the General Assembly has nothing to do.”
Baptist associations have issued similar decrees; and several
Methodist conferences as well as individuals in the south
have declared, that slavery is no moral evil, but a civil and
domestic institution, '

The Rev. Leroy M. Lee, D. D., editor of the Richmond Ad-
vocate, of June 14, 1849, brings out this antagonism between
the Church and the slave laws of Virginia. The state prop-
erly allows no negro to preach or exercise pastoral oversight.
The Methodist Episcopal Church has all along endeavored
to follow the command of the Savior in this matter, as far
as the slave states would allow. Mr. Lee condemns the
Church. He says: ‘“The laws of Virginia do’ not allow
slaves and free people of color either to teach or preach.
The Baltimore conference preachers here 1n Virginia are in
the habit of violating the laws of the state on this subject.”
Again, he says: “We have a class of ministers in Virginia
who violate the civil laws of the commonwealth on one of
the most delicate and dangerous subjects of legislation, and
who, by conferring authority to teach upon slaves and free
people of color, show their disregard of the law and their
contempt for the reasons on which it rests for support. We
think it high time the persons in question had conformed to
the requirements of law, or ceased to exercise their func-
tions within its control or under its jurisdiction. 1f they
will do neither, let them protest against the law, and seek
its abrogation. Then, whatever men may think of their
optnions, they will at least give them credit for honesty and
uprightness.” The ministers referred to have long since
protested against the law; but whether they have used
their influence to have the law altered we can not tell. One

thing is sure, that slavery is at war with the Gospel, when
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those called of God are not permitted to preach, or to teach,
or exercise pastoral functions. We have quoted here the
Richmond Advocate principally to show, historically and by
way of testimony, that slavery was antagonistic to the exer-
cise of the functions of a pure Gospel ministry.

In 1835 the pro-slavery politicians became alarmed for
the safety of the domestic Institution, and took it upon
them to catechise the Churches. At one of these meetings
in Chinton, Miss., among other resolutions the following was
passed :

““That the clergy of the state of Mississippt be hereby
recommended at once to take a stand upon the subject, and
that their further silence in relation thereto, at this crisis,
will, in our opinion, be subject to serious censure.”

At Charleston, South Carolina, at a public meeting the

clergy seem to be willing to do their part; for “the clergy
of all denominations attended in a body, lending their
sanction to the proceedings, and adding by their presence
to the impressive character of the scene.” It was then
resolved by the meeting,
"~ “That the thanks of this meeting are due to the reverend
gentlemen of the clergy in this city, who have so promptly
and so effectually responded to public sentiment, by sus-
pending their schools in which the free colored population
were taught; and that this meeting deem 1t a patnotic action,
worthy of all praise, and proper to be imtated by other
teachers of similar schools, throughout the states.”

6. Slavery is criminal, because it violates the rights of
conscience, and, therefore, is chargeable with persecution.

All Christians, especially ministers, are bound to teach
the ignorant and make them acquainted with the truths of
religion. But the laws of the slave states, by fines and
penalties, prevent the free citizens from teaching the slaves
to read the word of God. The reason is, that slavery can
not be supported without restrictions on the means of knowl-
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cdge; and this restriction interferes with the nghts of con-
science, for all good men are bound m conscience to instruct
the ignorant, as well as to clothe the naked and feed the
hungry.

If a slave feel 1n conscience bound to learn to read the
word of God—and many feel themselves thus bound—the
attempt would expose him to punishment of great severity.

If a slave possess gifts to preach, and the Church, as 1t
1s right she should, license and ordain him, he is prevented
by the slave laws from going forth, according to Christ’s
commission, to preach the Gospel to his fellow-men, and 1t
he persists he falls by the hand of the executioner. There
are circumstances of horror in the persecutions of slavery
unknown to the Popish persecutions, those of the inquisi-
tion not excepted. These professed to have the glory of
God 1n view, and thought, in persecuting heretics, they
were doing God service. But gain 1s the motive which
welghs in the persecutions of the slave system. A chief
reason for Popish persecution was the use of the Bible. It
comes to the same thing whether the Bible 1s by force
withheld from the people, or the people by force kept from
the Bible. The Popish persecutors never restrained the
Protestants from learning to read. But our slaveholders
will not suffer the slaves to learn to read.

There is another case in which slavery most directly vio-
lates the rights of conscience: we mean, In 1ts preventing,
by prohibitory laws or impeding disabilities, conscientious
masters from emancipating their slaves. The atrocious
wrongs of slavery are such, and its moral evils so great, so
palpable, and so repulsive to all men of enlightened con-
sclences, that multitudes of slaveholders, since slavery com-
menced to this day, have felt themselves conscientiously
bound to emancipate their slaves. But in the slave states
the genuine slaveholders have succeeded to pass such laws
as to prevent emancipation altogether, or so embarrass it as
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to render it impracticable or exceedingly difficult. In many
states the laws prevent emancipation, except by legislative
authority—a privilege very rarely granted ; and, indeed, to
ask such a privilege, In ordinary cases, would be to expose
the petitioner to the imputation of being an abolitionist, and
thus exposing him to scorn, if not to insult, or even death
by Lynch law. In other states, where the laws allow of
emancipation by the decision of the county courts, the
emancipator must give security for maintenance and good
behavior, which amount to more than most men can give;
and thus, by these unreasonable and unjust impediments,
emancipation is prevented. Thus the conscientious man, by
these unjust laws, 1s prevented from following his sober
convictions ; and, hence, the rights of conscience are invaded.
The consequence is, the system of slavery, in the slave
states, has persecuted out of its territory multitudes of
intelligent and conscientious men—the very best citizens in
the state; for the intellectual and moral culture of those
who are not conscientiously opposed to slavery must be low
indeed, and much perverted. Certain it 1s, that the best
and most enlightened men In the slave states, since slavery
began, were opposed to slavery on the principles of right,
and on high moral grounds. The true slaveholders took
advantage of their position, and enacted law after law, so
as to shut the door against emancipation. Multitudes of
the conscientious and enlightened men left the slave states,
and emigrated to the new free states. Maryland, Virginia,
and Kentucky bave persecuted this class of worthy men
from their territories; and, to some extent, the other old
slave states have done the same. The greater portion of the
original settlers in middle and southern Ohio, Indiana, and
Illinois were refugees from slavery. They leff. their coun-
try on account of the moral evils of slavery and its prospect-
ive influences on their families. They settled in these new
states because they were free. Never was any country set-
10¥
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tled with better citizens than the refugee slaveholders, who
have been the first and principal pioneer settlers of Ohio,
Indiana, and Illinois. The states that expelled them have
lost much; the states that have furnished them with homes
are enriched and benefited every way by so noble a race of
men; and their children have grown up to a maturity in
intellectual and moral culture, that gives guarantee for the
excellency of their future generations.

8. Nor is the south by any means compensated for
banishing her conscientious antislavery citizens, by the
reception of emigrants from the free states and from Eu-
rope, who settle in the south for the purpose of being slave-
holders, or who after awhile glide into the class of slave-
holders, although at first they had a strong repugnance to
the system.

- Those from free countries, who from choice settle in the
slave states, must be ranked, in general, with the most
debased of the human family. Either such never had right
principles, or they have abandoned them. If they never
had good moral principles, they can enter into practical sla-
very, exactly prepared to carry out the system; for just
sentiments of moral conduct—of rght and wrong—have no
place in the slave system. Such persons are the very men
to emigrate to the south, and there become overseers, clerks,
and the like, and thus become initiated into the slave system.
They are then ready to go to the slave market, inspect the
gang, and bid off such as they want, with which to com-
mence the business of slaveholding. Then the work can
be prosecuted, by driving their gangs to the utmost, selling
and separating husbands and wives, parents and children,
without remorse, because they have no strong moral princi-
ples to produce conviction in their conscience; and those,
who, with better teaching and in possession of better prin-
ciples, can deliberately enter, practically, into slaveholding,
must have abandoned their better teaching, and done
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violence to their conscience, and by this means have made
shipwreck of faith and a good conscience. Such are now
prepared, by their apostasy from the principles and the
moral obligation of right, to do as most apostates do, to
become threefold more the children of hell than others.
Those, then, of no moral principles, or apostates from moral
principles, form a large portion of those from free countries
who enter practically into slavery. |

There is, however, a class of persons from free countries
who can not be ranked with the foregoing, whose general
moral principles and sentiments are good. They have
become citizens of slave states, with no such views as the
unprincipled or the apostates from good morals. From
the circumstances around them, they have been led to
become slaveholders, They have never considered the
vices which are inseparable from slavery. Ignorant of the
force of long-established habits, and of the state of the
human mind In slavery, they flatter themselves that every
thing 1s to be gained by lenient means; but when they find
their property purloined, or think that the labor obtained
from their slaves 1s small in quantity, they are apt to give
them up as incorngible, and to lay 1t down as a settled
maxim, that nothing will do with their slaves but the horse-
whip. One of this class will then be heard confessing,
that, on his arrival in the slave state, he formed an erroneous
opinion of slavery and of slave treatment; that he imagined
every thing might be done by kindness, and that he was
too severe upon the discipline of slave states; but he now
sees that these pecople are fit for nothing but for being
slaves, and that nothing will do for them but the lash.
There are only few raised in free states who are not, 1n the
first instance, shocked at the sight of the evils of slavery.
There is, however, something so insidious in its nature, and
so congenial also to certain dispositions of mind, that this
repugnance is, in general, speedily overcome. And as a
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last proof of the demoralizing effects of slavery, the new
slaveholder is so much intoxicated with the love of this
baneful system, so enraged against every one that condemns
it, and so loud in his execration of emancipation, that he 1s

foremost with those who proclaim death to the abolitionists
and emancipationists.
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CHAPTER VI.
EFFECTS OF SLAVERY ON THE STATE.

In the foregoing chapter we undertook to show the
antagonism between Christianity and the system of slavery,
and the 1njurious eflects of this on the state, in consequence
of the impediments thrown in the way of Christianity,
which alone can reform the hearts and lives of men; and,
by this means, the state is preserved from corruption, by
the extension of good morals and good order. We will
now proceed to present the evil effects of slavery on the
best interests of the state, in a great variety of particulars.

1. We begin with the impediments which slavery throws
in the way of general educaiion in the state. This will
divide itself naturally into three parts—the education of
the slaves and colored people, the education of the white
non-slaveholders, and the education of the slaveholders.

Education elevates the inferior classes of soclety, teaches
them their rights, and points out the means of securing
them. Of course this tends to dimimish the influence of
wealth, birth, and rank, It is a fundamental element in
slavery, that the arts of reading and writing—the very ele-
ments of literary education—are acquirements which can not
be allowed to the slave without diminishing his value as a
laborer, facilitating his escape from bondage, and jeoparding
the life of his master. Hence, custom or the laws of slave
states deprive the slaves of all education. The exclusion
of so large a portion of the inhabitants from the very ele-
ments of education, is an immense loss to any country,
intellectually and morally considered, and throws an amount
of ignorance into the community which must be felt in
every grade in society, bond and free, white and colored.

The seclusion of the same proportion of the community in
the free states, from the common school cause, would



118 EFFECTS OF SLAVERY ON THE STATE.

utterly ruin that system, which is the foundation and the
elementary part of the whole educational interests of the
country.

The education of the free white population in slave states
1s surrounded with great obstacles. The property, in the
agricultural districts, is mostly in the hands of the slave-
holders. Large masses of the free white population are
poor. Thus, a common school system of education, in slave
states, is impracticable, by secluding totally the. colored
population, by the pride of the slaveholders, who give little
countenance to common schools, and by the inability of the
non-slaveholders to support them.

A comparative view of the matter will appear from the
the following table, the result of the census of 1840, by
which the proportion of those who can not read and wnte
to those who can, is pointed out:

Connecticut...1..toevery...568 Louisiana..l..to every...3814

Yermont....... 1..... e 473 Maryland ..1..... et 27
N. Hampshire.1..... L 310 Mississippi.l..... i 20
Massachusetts.1..... LI 166 Delaware...1..... LI 18
Maine......... 1..... LI 108 S. Carolina.l..... L 17
Michigan ..... 1..... L 97 Missouri ..1..... e .16
Rhode Island. .1..... LI 67 Alabama...l..... LI 15
New Jersey...l..... o enens o8 Kentucky..l..... “.... 134
New York....l..... LR 56 Georgia....1..... e 13
Pennsylvania..l1..... LR 50 Virginia...l..... . 1214
Ohio ......... I....0% ... 43 Arkansas...l..... e 1114
Indiana....... 1..... LR 18 Tennessee..l..... LI 11
Illinois ....... 1..... M e 17 N. Carolina.l..... o enns 7

Even according to the census, Indiana and Illinois are
the only free states which, in point of education, are sur-
passed by any of the slave states. The principal cause of
this is from their recent settlement, the influx of foreigners,
and the emigration from the slave states, We are certain,
however, that many of the foreigners who can read and
write in their own language, yet, because they can not read
and write in English, were returned as unable to read or
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write at all. The same will apply to the northern states
generally, where the foreign emigration 1s great. The
gross ignorance prevailing in the old states of South Caro-
lina, North Carolina, and Virginia, is a striking commentary
on slavery and slaveholders.

Furthermore, the census gives a return of “scholars at
public charge.” Of these, there are in the free states
432,173, and in the slave states 35,580. Ohio has 51,812
such scholars, which are more than are to be found in
the thirteen slave states. Kentucky has only 429 such
scholars. Virginia, the largest state, has 9,791 scholars at
public charge; while Rhode Islard, the smallest state, has
10,012 such scholars. In the whole United States only
8.54 per cent. of the white adult population are unable to
read and write; In the free states only 4.55 per cent. are
so, while in the slave states the per cent.is 17.64, being
more than fwice as great a proportion in the slave states as
in all the states together, and more than four times as great
as 1n the free states; or, In other words, more than one-
seventeenth of the white population in the slave states are
unable to read or write; while not the one hundred and
fiftieth part of the same class In the free states are in the
same condition. There are more than fwelve {imes as many
scholars at public charge in the free states as in the slave
states,

We have, also, some statements of public southern fune-
tionaries, which declare very startling facts in this matter.

In 1837 Governor Clarke, of Kentucky, in his message
to the Legislature, says: “By the computation of those
most familiar with the subject, one-third of the adult popu-
lation of the state are unable to write their names.”

Governor Campbell reported to the Virginia Legislature,
that from the returns of twenty-eight clerks of counties, it
appeared that of four thousand, six hundred and fourteen
applications for marriage licenses in 1837, no less than one
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thousand and forty-seven were made by men unable to
write. And probably the proportion of the females who
could not write was greater than the males. Mr. Birney
thinks that in Alabama, in the course of his practice as a
lawyer, he found one white man out of every seven who
could not write his name. In one instance he knew of a true
bill found by a grand jury against a schoolmaster for the
crime of teaching colored children; and the bill was signed
by the foreman with a mark, because he could not write his
name. This, however, must have bcen a rare occurrence.

As the slaves and colored people of the south are ex-
cluded from common education, and the whites are so
sparsely settled, common schools have but limited existence
in the south. Hence, the poor white people have little or
1no education, because the slaves have none. The rich
planters imperfectly supply the want by the aid of private
tutors, and by sending their children to the north for edu-
cation. But, in consequence of their indolent habits and
sportive methods of life, intellectual culture is low even
among them.

The slaveholders and their children, taken as a whole,
are far from being well educated. A majority of them are
ignorant men—thousands of them notoriously so—mere
boors—unable to write their names or read the alphabet.
Because labor 1s performed by the slaves, it becomes dis-
graceful to work. The children of slaveholders brought up
in luxury and idleness, will rarely undergo the labor neces-
sary to a liberal education. They have a stronger propensity
for pleasure and amusement, and even vices, than for the
acquirement of knowledge. They have, also, too high an
opinion of therr own dignity to submit to the government
of well-regulated seminaries. Thus, an inclination to idle-
ness, a love of pleasure, vicious habits, and intractable
dispositions prevent them from making advances in learn-

ing.  And though some noble minds will rise above these
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difficulties, the multitude will be seriously impeded by them.
A few slaveholders in each of the slave states have been
men of 7ipe scholarship, to whom the national literature is
justly indebted. A larger number may be called wel!
educated, and these reside principally in cities and large
towns. But the crowd of slaveholders are steeped in igno-
rance. As speakers some of them excel, as this is the way
to distinction in some of the departments in life. Yet,
among them there are but few close students, and fewer
still of profound authors in any department of literafure
and science.

In the south the colored population are excluded from
all education of every kind. The non-slaveholding whites
are greatly deficient, and the slaveholders in general not
much better, with the exception of a few, who but limitedly
affect the masses. Very few southerners, male or female,
become instructors of youth, even when qualified. Very
few of the non-slaveholders are qualified to teach schools.
Hence, the south depends principally on the non-slave-
holding states even for their teachers. Colleges do not
flourish in the south, and common schools are sparse indeed.
The blight of slavery occasions all this. It has recourse to
darkness as its stronghold; and darkness, by the retribu-
tion of Heaven, becomes the deadliest plague of those who
wrong and oppress their fellow-men.

2. The spirit and demands of slavery claim monopolies
in government affairs inconsistent with equal rights and
injurious to the non-slaveholding portions of the republic.

The Presidency.—Of the eLEvEN Presidents since 1789,
the slave states have had seven, who will have served, at
the end of the present term, forty-eight years. The free
states have had four Presidents, who have served sixteen
years, counting Gen. Harrison’s term of four years. No
northern President has ever served more than one term,
By holding the Presidency, slavery controls the cabinet, the

VoL, 11.—11
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diplomacy, the army and the navy of the country. The
power that controls the Presidency controls, to a very great
extent, the whole nation.

The Vice-Presidency.—The President exercises much of
his power by and with the aid of the senate. The Vice-
President 1s, ez officio, president of the senate. As such,
he has the casting vote in all questions before that body.
For the most part, the Vice-Presidents have been slave-
holders. From the adoption of the Constitution up to June,
1842, there were seventy-six elections iIn the senate of pres-
ident pro fem. of these the slave states had sixty, and the
free states sixteen.

The Senate.—~In the senate the slave states have precisely
as many votes as the free states; and as the senate has had

a veto on every question, no law has been passed, nor a
treaty ratified, but by their votes. They can not, therefore,

impute their depressed condition to unjust and partiai
legislation.

Department of State.—The office of Secretary of State
is the most important, perhaps, in the cabinet, as he con-
ducts the foreign correspondence, negotiates treaties, etc.
Of the fifteen who had filled this office up to 1845, the slave
states have had ten; the free states, five.

The War Department—The free states have generally
furnished the seamen and-the soldiers ;~but the officers are
mostly from the south.

The Post- Officc.—Many of the post-offices in the south
do not pay their way. Thus, in 1842 the deficit in the slave
states was $571,000, while the excess over the expenditures
in the free states was $600,000; so that in this year the
north paid its own postage, and $571,000 for the south.
Besides, the whole number of miles of mail transportation,
for 1842, was 34,835,991, at an expense of $3,087,796.
The mail was carned 20,331,461 miles in the free states,
at a cost of $1,508,413; and 14,504,530 miles, at a cost of
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81,579,388, in the slave states. That 1s, it cost $70,9'70
more to carry the mail in the slave states than in the free,
while 1t ran 5,826,931 mules less.

Civil, Consular, and Diplomatic Agencies.—Of the seven
full ministers, six are from the slave states. Of the thirteen
charges, nine are from the slave states; and the four charges
oiven to the north are among the most insignificant govern-
ments.

In the election of members of the house, as well as in the
election of President, the people of the slave states have a
disproportionate influence over the policy of the administra-
tion. In consequence of the operation of the rule of federal
numbers, whereby five slaves are counted as three white
men, extraordinary results are exhibited at every Presiden-
tial election. In the election of 1840, the electors chosen
were two hundred and ninety-four—of whom one hundred
and sixty-cight were from the free, and one hundred and
twenty-six from the slave states. The popular vote in the
free states was 1,726,737, or one elector for 10,278 votes.
The popular vote in the slave states was 682,583, or one
elector to 5,935 votes.

The electors from South Carolina, chosen by the Legisla-
ture, are not embraced in this calculation, These facts
show that the slaveholding states have an unfair share in
the representation in Congress, as well as in the election of
President.

The slaveholders under the first appointment of repre-
sentatives, which lasted from 1789 to 1793, secured seven
Congressmen more than they would have been entitled to
under-an equal representation, based upon white population
alone ; under the second, or from 1803 to 1813, they had
sixteen; under the third, which went to 1823, they gained
twenty-two Congressmen; under the fourth, which went to
1833, they had twenty-four Congressmen; under the fifth,
which went to 1843, they had twenty-five Congressmen
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more than they would have had under an equal representa-
tion, based on white population. We have no means of
accur