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PREFACEL.

Ir Slavery 1s ever abolished from the world, it will be done
by the influence of the Christian Religion. Men never will
abandon slave-holding, till “hey teel ittobe a sin against God ;
and the reason why atl who are now concerned in the support
ot this system, do not feel and act under this conviction is,
because they have not examined it in tho light of God's
word,

It is a solemn fact, that there is searcely any one sin de-
geribed in the inspired writines, 1n all its parts, teatures, and
consequences, so clearly and explicitly, as 18 the sin of holding
and treating the human species as property ; and scarcely any
other sin has beenso frequently denounced in the Bible, with
the {earful maledictions of Heaven. Let the reader examine
the fow passages yuoted in the following pages, with a
praycrful and unprejudiced mind, and let him ask himselt,
whitle doing this, what we may suppose God’s design was, in
dictating so much which wo find in the Scripiures ngainst
oppresson N all its l_urlins,_ngmnbt man:sft:ah'ng,‘ against de-
frauding the poor of his right, and against heeping back the
hirc which is due to those who reap down our tields?  Why
has hie, in so many instances, enjomned it upon man to show
pity towards those of his species who are in distiess, and to
extend refiet to ull who are in trouble and unable to help
tiemselves?  Such passages, it will be perceived, make up
no inconsiuerable portion of the preceptive part ot the Bible;
and wust these all be the wn away :  Is there no s com.
mitted by any of the humaa tamily now, agrainst which they
were desiened to bear? Are not these passagres ot Holy,
Seripture now * profitable for doctrine, jur veproof, for cor.
reetion, and for tnstruction i rightevusniss "

[n a werd, who does not see, that it no part of the Scrip-
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tures may now be hrought to bear, with the utmost propriety,
agrinst the prescnt system of oppression which prevails in
this nation, merely because the eircumstances under which
this sin is now comnmitted may differ, in soine respects, from
these in which men sinned when the various parts of the
BilYle were at first written, then it must follow, as an unde-
niable consequence, that nosinsof any kind can be reproved,
at the present day, in Scripture language, nor from Scrip-
ture authurity.

It is not pretonded that all the passages in the Bible, which
relate to this subject, are brought forward in thig little work,
Liut it has been the author’s design to notice the most of those
which, it is believed, either directly or indireetly, show slare-
holding to be a sin: and to do justice to the subjeci, nonc of
those are omitted which have been so frequently quoted, and
so sirangely toriured to provo that the Bible justifics the
sysIem,

Tho work is divided inte chapters, and the different an-
thors or writers, from which the passages are quoted, are
named at the head of each chapter. The notes are numbered
to correspond with the texts upon which they are written.

This work has been prepared with the kindest of feelings,
both towards the enslaver and enslarid; and if it should be
the means of helping the friends of theso two classes of our
fallow-citizens, in any degree, to the use of those hearenly
wcapons, by which it 18 our duty to prosecute the great and
good work of delivering tho o;lﬂresscr froi the hands of the
oppressor, the object will have been obtained.  For the wea-
puns of our warfare are not cornal, but mighty through (fod
to the pulling down of strong Lolds ; casting dowr tmaging-
tiems, and crcry hizh thing that czalteth itself aguinst the
knoclcdaze of Gad, *

Seerempen 4, 1836,
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CIHHAPTER I.

WHAT IS SLAVERY?

Tus inquiry here is, not what was Roman or
Grecian slavery, but what 1s American slavery?
What is that slavery which bhas been created and
which 1s still sanctioned by law in these United
States 2

We answer, 1t 1s the condition of those of our spe-
cies who are held and treated as properfy. In
South Carolina, this state is described in the follow-
g language; —* Nlaves shall be deemed, sold,
taken, reputed and adjudged in law to be chattels,
personal, n the hands of their awners and possessors,
and their executors, administrators, and assigns, fo
all intents, consiructions and purposes whatsoever,”

The law of Louisiana declares: —

“ A slave is one who is in the power of the master
to whom he belongs, The master may sell him,
dispose of his person, his industry and lahor; he can
do nothing, possess nothing, nor acquire anyihing,
hut what must belong to kis master.”

An act of the Stute of Maryland, declares slaves

to be property, in these worlds 1 —
3

]
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“ In case the personal property of a ward shall
consist of specific articles such as sLaves, worKiING
BEASTS, ANIMALS of ANY ®Kisp, stoek, furniiure,
plate, books, &ec., the court, if it shall deems 1t ad-
vautogeous for the ward, tnay, at any thne, pass an
order tor the sale thercof.”

“ Slaves shall always be reputed and consulered
real estate ; shall be, as snely, subject to be mort-
gaged, according to the rules presceribed by law, and
they shall be seized and sold us real estate”  Act of
Louisiana.

EHence 1t appears that the distinguishine principle

of slavery is this: slavesare not to be ranked among
rattonal, tmmortal beingrs, but they are to be ronsid-
ered, held and treated us things, as arlicles of
property.
-~ Now, whether the Holy Seriptures atford any au-
lhOlllj {or the Ilel]lll]JllDll uf thit riﬂlll or power, by
whichi the euslaved aie held m this comtition, and
subjected to the evils which direetly or indirectly
flow from 1t, tay be deterinined at once, when we
shall have seen how far this power extends,

From an examination of the slave laws, it will be
found that the master's authority over his slave 1s
as unlimited as 1t 18 over any ather property.

Ele may at any wime intlict any punishment npon
the person of his slave.

e my determine the kind and degree and tune
of labor to which the sluve shall be subjecred,
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He may supply the slave with such food and
clothivr only, bth ws to quantity and quality, as
mayv suit hils own pleasarve or convenience.  All the
power of the mister over bis slave may be exercised
not by himself, but only by any other person whom
he may appoiut as his acent.

Slaves have no legal right of property, not even in
themselves, nor i anyvthing else, real or personal,
but whatever they may acquire, by lubor, belongs, in
point of law, to their wasters.

‘T'he slave, beise w personal chattel, 1s at all times
bl 1o be Jeased, mortgased, or sold absolutely at
the mere wall of Lis master; or he may be sold by
process of law for tlie sausfaction of the debisof a
hving, or the debis and bequests of a deceased mas-
ter, at the suit of creditors or lerratees.

A slave cannot be a party before a judicial tribu-
nal, In any species of action against his master, no
matter how atrocions nay have been the injury re-
ceived fromn Litn,

Nhitves cannot redeem themselves, nor obtain a
chiange of masters, thoueh the tiost cruel treatment
mayv have rendered such a change necessary for
their personal safery.

Stves boanee objeets of property, 0 injured by third
POTSONS,  LIelr OwWiers may Lring sit, and recover
dansuees tor the iy,

Slaves can male ho contracts.



10 TESTIMONY OF GOD

Slavery 1s hereditary and perpetual.*

Here, then, we sce that Slavery is not servitude
merely, nor the right to the scrvice of another, where
there is an equivalent, or considerations wiich render
the demand for service just; but it is the assump-
tion and exercise of that power which bolds und
treats the human species as property.

It does not allow to the slave the rights of his
own reason and conscience.

It annihilates the family state; prevents the pa-
rents from obeying the command of God, with re-
gard to their children; it prohibits, or nullifies, the
marriage rites, and prevents husbands and wives
from obeying the command of God with regard to

each other.
[t enjoins, or sanctions, promiscuous intercourse

between the sexes, without the rites of marriage.
It holds all the relizious privileges of the slave at
the mere mercy of his master, whether that master

be nfidel, papist, or protestant.
It prevents the slaves from obeying that comn-

mand of God which makes it the duty of all men
to * scarch the Scriptures.”

I1s direct tendency is to crush the mind of God's
intellicent creatures, by forbidding and preventing
all schools for ¢* mental instruction.”

It withholds the hire of the laburer.

* Stroud.
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It sunctions and covers the breach of the eighth
commandment. It justifies the very same thing
which our laws and the laws of nations punish as
piracy, if committed on thie coast of Africa, or on
the ngh seas. 1t originates and justifies what the
Jible ealls * Man-stealing.”

It demies to the slave adequate protection for his
¢ hoos eter, is health and life, and nore or less en-
daneers his present and eternal salvation.

Sich, then, is the condinion of millions of our spe-
cies 1n this Christian land ; and against that assumed
power which keeps themr m this state, God has
left the instructions, warnings, and threatenings of

His unerring word.

CIHHAPTLER 11,

MOSES.

The bundage of the Israclites v Egypt, and the
measeres which God ook to Dberate them.

oo Awrd the Lonp saad, T have surely seen the af.
theten of iy peaple which are i Fgvpt, and have
heard thewr cry by reason of their task-masters; for

I know thetr sorrows.  Ex. i, 7.
O
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1. Now, therefore, behold, the cry of the childven of
Israel 1s come unto me; and | have also scen the
oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them.

-4 Ex. iii, 9.

3. Aund it came to pass, in process of time, that
the king of Egypt died; and the children of Isrnel
sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried,
and their cry came up unto God, by reason of the
bondage. And God heard their groaning, and God
remembered his covenant, and God looked upon the
children of lsrael, and God had respect unto them.
Ex. i1, 23.

4, Thus saith the Lorp God of the lHebrews,
let my people o, that they may serve me.  Ex. ix, 1.

5. Thus saith the Loxgp God of the [lebrews,
How long wilt thou refuse to humnble thyself before me?
let my people gothat they may serve e Ex. x, 3.

0. And Pharaoh commanded, the same day, the
task-masters of the people, and their officers, saying,
Ye shall no nore give the people straw to make
brick, as herctofore; let them go and gather straw
for themselves. And the tale of the bricks, which
they did make heretofore, ye shall lIny upon thén:
ye shall not diminish aught thereof; for they be
1dle; therefore they cry, saying, Let us o and sac-
rifice to our God. ILx. v, 0.

7. So the people were scattered abruad through-
out all the land of Ecypt to get their stubble instead
of straw. And the task-masters hasted them, saying,
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Foelill your works, vour daily tasks, as when there
was straw.  lox. v, 12

S. And the oflicers of the children of Isracel,
which Pharaol’s task-inasters had set over them,
were beaten, and dewanded, Wherefore have ve not
fulfilled yoar task in making brick, both yesterd: y
and to-day, as heretofore?  LEx. v, 14,

9. And the otlicers of the children of [srael did
sce that they were 1n evil case, afier it was said, Ye
shall not dimimish aught from your bricks of your
daily task.  Aud they met Moses and Awron, who
stond 1y the way, as they cawe forth from ’haraoh;
and thiey said unto them, The Logrb look upon vou,
and judge: because ve have made our savour to be
abhorred in the eves of Pharach, and i the eves of
his servants to put a sword in thetr Land to slay us,
Ex. v, 10.

16, And Moses retaraed unto the Lekp, and saud,
Lorp, whercfore hast thou so evil-entreated 1his
people?  Why 1s 1t that thou hast sent ine?  For
since I come to Pharaoh to speak 1n thy name, he
hiath done ev.] to this people: neither hast thou de-
livered thy people at all. Ex, v, 22,

11, And God spake unto Moses, and sanl uuto
hun, I awm the Lorp: 1T have also heard the groan-
g of the childven of Israel, whom the Iiovptians
keep In bondage; and | have remembered iny cove-
nant. Wlherefore sny unto the children of Israel, 1
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am the Loro, and T will bring vou out froin under
the burdens of the Tievptinnz and 1T will rid you out
of thewr boudage,  Tix. vi, 2,

2. And Moses spake so unto the children of s

e )]

racl, but ihey hearkened not urio Mozes for anguish
of spirit and for cruel bondage,  Iix. vi, O,

NOTES ON CHAYTER T

1. Thave surely seen the afflictions of my people. The
peopie of God, at this time, were held in slavery by the Fgyp-
tians; and though the bondage which they were compelied to
endure was certainly not so cruel and severe ag that which
nearly three millions of American citizens are now doomed to
suffer; vet the Infinite Being manifested the most feeling pity
for their sorrows,  And how can a believer in the truth of the
Bible suppose, for one moment, that this sme unchangeable
God iz now an indifferent spectator merely, to the aceumulated
wrongs which thousands of the poor slaves are forced to en-
dure in this Christian {and, — theusands who are his people,
who love hini, but who are not permitted to read his word, nor
to worship bim according to the dictates of their own con-
sciences ?

2. Phave also seen their oppression.  Oppression s the
spoiling or taking another’s goods, or the fruit of hix own la-
bor, hy constrint, terror, or force 3 and mien commit this
crime whenever they ofter any violence to the persons, or es-
tates, or conscicnees of others.  [f the Israclites were op-
pressed by the Egvptians, what may be said of illions of the
buman species in thes land, who are every duy robbed of the
fruit of their own labor?
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3. And God heard their groanings. And does he not
now hear the groanings of the enslaved?  Mas he no respect
unto the sighings of willions who now cry 1oto him by reason
of their chains?

4. Let my people o, And now, if God uttered his tes-
timony against the sluvery which his people endured thou-
sands of years ago, and if he commanded their oppressors to
let them go free, how can it be mado to appear that he does not
do this now?

6. And Pharaoh commanded the tusk-masters. 'The
persons who were placed over the slaves mn Fgy pt, were de-
nominated ¢ task-musters;' it was their office to appoint themn
their work, und exact its dally rerformunce.  In the llebrew,
they are culled ‘¢ princes of burdens,’ and in the Septuagint,
“ overscers of the works ;" in the dialect of this land, these
officers ars cualled **overseers,”” ¢ masters,”” and ¢ soul-
drivers '

6. Ye shall not dimninish aught thereof. And how oflen
Pharaoh has been denounced as u most unmerciful 1yrant, for
his having made this oppressive requisition ! And this, too, hy
thousands who seemn never to have thought that similar exac-
tions have been imposed upon the slaves of this kind,  Their
“masters*? tell us the slaves must not, and cannot, and shall
not be set free, tll they are tit, or prepared to make o good use
of their freedom ;5 and yet these very *“inasters’’ are con-
stantly devising means to strengthen the chains by which the
slaves huve been, and still are, degraded and made incapabie
(a3 they suy) of taking care of thewselves.  Though these
satne slaves now support themselves and their ¢ wasters *’ be-
sides, with their chains on, yot we are told that if' their chains
were to be taken offy they could not and would not even take
care of themselves !

'That the people of the south are really desirous of prepar-
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ing their slavea to enjoy their liberty, if, indeed, they should
ever be favored with it, take the following in evidence § it ig
an act lately passed by the State of South Carolina, ¢ To
amend the laws m relation to the slaves and free persons of
color.”’

Sec. 2. Be it enacted by the Honorable, the Renate and

touse of Representatives, now wmet and sitting in General
Assembly, and by the outhority of the same ; if any person
shall hercafter teach any slave to read or write, or shall aid or
assist in teaching slaves to read or write ; or cause, or pro-
cure any slave to read or write; such person, if a free.
white person, upon conviction thereof, shall, for euch and
every offence againgt this act, be fined not exceeding one hun-
dred dollars, and imprisoned not more than six months; or if a
free person of color, shall be whipped notexceeding fifty 1ashes,
and fined not exceeding fifty dollars, at the discretion of the
Court of Magistrates and tvee-holders before whom such free
person of color is tried ; andif a slave, shall be whipped at
the discretion of the Court, not exceeding fifty lashes 5 the in-
former to bhe cntitled to one half of the fine, and to be a com-
petent withess 3 and if any free person of color or slave shall
keep any school or other plnce of instruction for teaching any
glave or free person of color to read or write, such free person
of color or slave, shall be hable to the same fine, imprison-
ment, or «orporeal punishinent, ns are by this section iinpased
and inflicted on free persons of color or siaves, for teaching
glaves to read or write.”'

“Sec. 2. If any person shall employ or keep as a elerk,
any slave or free person of color, or shall permit uny slave or
frec person of color, to act as 2 clerk or snfesman, in or nbout
any shop, store, or honce, uscd for trnding, such person shall
be liable to be indicted therefor, and upon ennviction thereof,
shall be fined for each and every otlunce, not exceeding one
hundred dollurs, and be imprisoned not exceeding six wonths ;
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the informer 1o be n competent witness, and to be entitled to
one half of the fine

7. They were in an evil case  Sure enough they were,
The sluves of this age cannot be set free, hecause, forsooth,
they are not properly instructed, and the shove and many
other similar luws declure. under the penalties of whipping,
Jine, imprisanment, and peari, that the slaves must not,
and shall not be insteucted, lest they sheuld be set free, or by
this meane obtain their libertv ¥ This is certainly an ¢ eril
case.’’

X, Ye have made our cavour to be abhored tn the eyes
of Pharaoh  So it scems those Israelites did reahy find
their bondage inereased by the verv efforts which God and his
cerviits were ahing to get them free.  But Moses did not
consider this a sutlicient reason why he should cease to plead
fur their freedom.  Aud simll we, of the presentage, forbear
ta preach the truth becuuse =ome <inners will not repent ! Does
it alter the course of our duty, when some ** harden their
hearts,”" and ** wax worse and worse,”” after they ¢ have re-
ceived the boly commandiment delivered unto them:? ™ |If
not, why then should we be ~o oftent reproached with havieg
rctarded the nhalition of slavery in this fand:  Aad this is
the strongest, and in fact about the only abjeetion which many
serious and good peaple ez bring against the Anti-Slavery
movements of the present day,  We try 1o do romething, ——
they do nothine, except to denounce our means and measures,
yet we retard the alwlition of slavery 177 The [ ord be judge
between us ana them,

There can he no doubt that the licarts of manv *¢ masters,”
in this nation, are now hardened in precisely the same way
that I'haraok’s was; and God has just as maeh ageney in hard-
entng their hearts novw, as be ever bad in hardesing the heart
of Phuwaoh,  God savs now, as he has loug been doing to
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them,  Let theseslaves go froo !** and they hear this voice of
God in the dictates of reason and humaaity, they hear it n the
precepts of ithe Bible, and they acknowledge 1t in the great
charter of our national existence; yet they refuse to ohey it,
and in doing so they harden their hoarta,

CHAPTER 111.

MOSES,

The different kinds of servitude allowed among
the Hebrews.

. If thou buy an Hebrew servant, six years he
shall serve; and i the seventh he shall go out {ree
for nothing. lux. xxi, 2.

2. And f a man sell his daughiter to be a maid-
servant, she shall not go out as the men-servants do.
If she please not her master who hath betrothed hier
unto hinnself, then shall he let her be redecmed; to
sell her into a strange nation he shall have no power,
sceine that he has dealt deceitfully with her. Andif
he have betrothed her unto his son, he shall deal
with her after the manner of his daughters, I he
take him anothier wife, her fond, her vaiment, and
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her duty of marriage, shall he not dimimsh.  And
if ite do not these three unto her, then shall she zo
ot {ree withont monev.  kx, xx, 7.

3. 00 a thief be found breaking up — he should
make full restitntion; 1f he bave nothing, then he
shiall be =old for Ins thett,  Tox. xxin, 2.

4. And if 4 man smite his servant or bis mdd,
with a rod, and he die under his hand; he shall be
surelv snnished.  Notwithstandinge, if he continne
A day or two, he shall not te punished, for he is his
monev.  bx. xxi, 20.

Ao And bie that stealeth o wan and selleth hun, or
tf e be foond in his hand, he ¢h 1 surely be pat to
death, Ty xxi, 16,

G, Thon shalt neither vex a stranger, nor oppress
hin; for ve were strangers in the land of Kevpt.
Ye shall not afiiet any widow or fatherless ehild.
If thon aflliet them in anywize, and thev ery at all
unta e, L will surely hear their erve and my wrath
shall wax hot, and [ will kil vou with the sword ;
ated your wives shall be widows and your children
Gubierless, lOs. vxn, 21,

7. Ye shall not steal, neither deal falsely, neither
lto one ty another,  faovo xix, 11,

S. Thon shalt not deftand thy neiehbor, neither
rob him; the woees of him that i hired shall not
abide with thee all night until the worning, v,

siv, 19
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9. Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put a stum-
bling block before the blind, but shali fear thy Gud,
Lev. xix, 14.

10. Thou shalt not avenge nor bear auy zmdge
against the children of thy people, but thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself; I am the Lowp, Lev,
Xix, 18,

11, And if thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen
1 decay with thee, then thou shalt relieve L ven,
thongh he be a stranger, or o sojourner that Lie may

r i =™

live with thee, Lev. xxv, 35.

12. And if thy brother that dwelleth by thee be
waxen poor, and be sold unto thee, thou shalt not
compel him to serve as a bond-servant,  BBut as an
hired servant, and as a sojournry, he shall be with
thes, and shall serve thee unto the year of jubtice;
and then shiall he depart from thee,——for they me
iy servants — they shall not be sold as bond-men,
Thou shalt not rule over hun with rigor, but shalt
fear thy God.  Lev. xxv, 39,

13. Both thy bond-inen, and thy bond-maid
which thou shalt have, «hall be of the heathen that
are round about you; of them shall ye buy bond.
men and bond-maids.  Lev, xxv, 4.4

4. And 1if ye go o war in your lund against
the enciny that oppresseth you, then ye shall blow
an alonn with the rrumpets; and ye shinll bereinem-
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hered before the Lonrp your God, and ye shall be
savel fram vour enemies. Num. x, 9.

15, Thon shalt not =teal, neither shalt thou de-
sire thy neighbor's wife, neither shalt thon covet thy
netrhbor's house, his field, or his man-servant, or los
imald-servant, his ox, or his ass, or anything that 1s
thy neichbos.  Deut, v, 19 — 21,

16. For the Lorp your God 1s God of gods, and
Lonro of lords, a great God, a michty, and a tern-
ble, which rerardeth not persons, nor tuketls reward.
He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and
widow, and loveth the straneer, in giving hun food
and raitnent: love ve, therefore, the stranger; for
ye were strangers in the land of Eoypt. Deut. x, 17.

17. [f there be among you a poor man of one of
thy brethren within any of thy cates, in thy land
which the Liorp thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not
havden thine heart, nor shut thine hand from thy
poor brother; but thou shalt open thine hand wide
unto him, and shalt surely lend him suflicient for
his in that which he wanteth,  Deut. xv. 7.

18. Deware that there be not a thought 1 thy
wicked heart, saving, The seventh vear the year of
release, 1s ai hand; and thine eye be evil ngamst thy
poor brother, and thou givest hun noueht; and he
cry unto the Lorp agmnst thee, and it be sin unto
thee,  DDeut. xv, O

19. T'hou shalt surely give him, and thine hear
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shall not be grieved when thou givest unto him; be-
cause that for this thing the Lionrp thy God shall
bless thee in all thy works, and in all that thou
puttest thine hand unto. Deut. xv, 10.

20. For the poor shall never cease out of the land ;
therefore I command thee, saying, Thou shalt open
thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy poor and to
thy needy in thy.land. Deut, xv, 11.

21. And if thy brother, an Hebrew maun, or an
Hebrew woman, be sold unto thee, and serve thee
six. years, then 1 the seventh year thou shalt let him
oo free from thee. And when thou sendest him out
frec from thee, thou shalt not let him go away empty.
Deout. xv, 12.

22, Thou shalt furnish him liberally out of thy
flock, and out of thy floor, and out of thy wine-
press; of that wherewith the Lounp thy God hath
blessed thee thou shalt give unto him, Deut. xv, 14.

23. It shall notseetn hard unto thee, when thou
sendest him away free from thee; for he hath been
worth a double hired servant to thee, in serving thee
six years; and the Liorp thy God shall bless thee in
all that thou doest. Deut. xv, 18.

- 24. Thou shalt not deliver unto his master the
servant which 1s escaped from his master unto thee;
he shall dwell with thee, even among yvou, in that
place which he shall choose, in one of thy gates,
where 1t ltketh him best ; thou shalt not oppress him.
Deut, xxi, 15.
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25. If a man be found stealine any of his breth-
ren of the chiddren of Israel, and ke erchan-
dize of him, or selleth him; then that thief shall
die; and thou shalt put evil asway from arnong you.
Deut, xxiv, 7.

26. 'I'hou shalt net oppress an hiired servant that
is poor and needy, whether he be of thy brethren,
or of thy strangers that are in thy land within thy
categ; at his day thou shalt give hun his hire,
neither shall the sun go down upon it ; fur heis poor,
and setteth his heort upon 1t lest he cry against
thee unto the Lionrp, and it be sin unto thee. Deut.
xxiv, 14,

27. T'hou shalt not pervert the judement of the
stranger, nor of the futherless, nor take the widow's
ratment to pledere; but thou shalt remember, that
thou wast a bond-man in ISgypt, and the Lero thy
God redeemed thee thence: therefore I command
thee to do this thing. Deus, xxiv, 17,

NOTES ON CHAPTER IIL

We ate so mnuch accustomed to think of 2 man’s goine to
a slnve market, and buying servants for a third person, just
as he would buy an ox or a horae, that we can hardly imagine
any other way in which a person <hoald obtain servants with
money, But how was it in aucient times, when the Bible
was written 7 Lot us look and see what was the usage, angd
who it wus thut sold, when they bought servants,

YR
&
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There was Joseph, whobouglit the Egyptians for Pharaoh,
not with noney, but with corn, and they became Pharanh's
servants. \Who sold in that ease? They sold thewmselves.
Sce Genesis, 47. So it is said to Aliab, ¢ Thou hast sold
thyzelf to work evil in the sight of the Lord.” 1 Kings xxi,
20. And in 2 Kings, xvii, 17, i is said the childiea of Israel
“ sold themselres to do evil in the sight of the Lord.,! So
the terms bought and sold are pernanently applied to a mu-
tual contract to do service for a compensation.  Indeed, 1
may say, this is the general idea in the Senptures. ¢ His
servants ye are to whom ye obey.””  In examining the Serip-
tures it 1s necessary always to take care and not suffer
modern practices to fix iimages in our minds to exclude the
truth.

I ask if there is anything to show that Abraham or any of
the patriarchs ever sold aslave? Did they belong to hia
estate, and descend to his heirs? What became of them
when Jacob went to Padan- Aram, and was a servant himself
for twenty years? ‘Vhen he returned to Canaan, he had
servants himeelf in Jarge numbers. But we find after that,
his sons keeping sheep. Then, nfler that, he wentinto Feypt.
What became of all those servants? They were not sold.
The truth is, they were voluatary servants, the obligation
was atan end, and they remained in their own country.

There is another fact showing the nature of the service
that existed in those early days. When the enemy came
from Egypt, and tock Lot and his neighbors, and all their
substance, Abraham deterinined to putsue after thew, and he
took 318 of these servants, born in his own house. 1s thero
a slaveholder in the United States, who would do this, would
arm his slaves to pursue an enemy ?  Putarms into the honds
of involuntary servants, and you may well expect they will
uso them against their masters. Abraham's servants, there.
fore, were doubtless voluntary seivants, serving him by a
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coutract of their own, whether fur wages, or {or a Living, and
for protection  Abraham was then, what many an Arab
chief is now, the hiead of a tribe.  The children of Heth un-
derstoad the institutions of their own time, and they tell us
just how it was, when they say to Abrahawm, @ Hear us, my
lord ; thou arta mighty prince among us.”"  Genesis xxiii, G,
And as such, he had a large nuinber of followers, who were
dependent on him, obeyed him, labored for hisu, and were
protected and supported by him. But it was only a volun-
tary service.  The father of the faithitul was not a slaveholder,
nor was he a man who would go to the slave-markets, and
human shambles, to make merchandize of the bodies and souls
of men.

[t is commonly said by our learned men, whe wnte on
Biblieal antiquities, just as it was said by the Popish writers
from whow they borrow their learning on this subject, such
as Calmet, Juhu, ., that the law of Moses sanetions slavery.
And the reason which is given, is, that itis said he found
slavery so deeply rooted amoeng the Jews that he could nut
root it uvut, and therefore he let it rcmain, and conteuted
himself with regulating it.  Now, Jouk at this doctrine. The
Jews had been slaves themselves, for generations, and were
;r;nl} just three months out of bondage, when the law of
“Moses was given. s it eredible that they could in that time
flmvu become such an mneerrigible set of slaveholders, that
Moses, though clothed with divine authority, was not able to
manage them?

Liet us now look at the law itself, in reterence to the coun-
tenance it is sapposed to give to modern slavery, 1t is said
by the writers, that the Jews had slaves lawhully in several
different ways. One is by captivity, as where they spoared
the lives of the Canaanites who were doomed to death, and
these they might hold as slaves. Dot there is no truth in
this, They had an expiess law respecting the Cuannanites,

4
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It is given in Deut, xx, 16—=18. ¢ But of the cities of these
people, which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheri-
tance, thon shalt save alive nothing  that bhreatheth s ot
thou shalt witerly destroy them, as the Lord thy Gaod hath
commaaded thee, that they teaeh you not to do after their
abominations " &e.  ‘This leaves none to e taken prisoners,
without a direet violation of the commandwent. Where
then is there room for slovery 2 These is none,  The Jews
were never allowed, in any circumstances, to ake slaves of
the Canaanites.

In regard to the surpounding idolatraus nations, without
the Jimits of the devoted Coanaanites, the {aw iy ditferent.
We have it in a preceding verso of the same chapter:
“ When thou camest nigh anto a city to fisht against i, then
proclaim peace wato it © Aud if they wonld not accept the
offer of pence, then they were to make war, and beseige, and
take it. And then they were to smite every male. Thero
could be no male prisoners of war o he nade slaves. But
the females and the little ones were to be taken,  What fur?
For slaves 2 That is not in the tlext  Thesr were to be talken
ag a parl of the spoil. The {ext does not diveet what shall be
done with them. It only says, ¢ Thou shalt eat the spoi).”
No one would argue from tus that the Jews were com.
manded to eat thetr prisoners, But there is a great deal
nore authority for that in the passage, than there s for en-
glaving them,  What then were they to do with the women
and children? | answer, "They were to take them home and
treal them kindly.  And especially, thoy were not to be ap-
pressed.  ‘The law iy very tull on this pownt, in Exodus xaii,
2. “ Ye shall not afllict any widow or fathetless child.”
You see all these women and clildren would be widows or
orpuans, and therefore not to be oppressed,  And if they
should oppress such, God snid he would hear their ery, and
would vigit the oppressor with judgmients. Docs this look



AGAINST SLAVLRY. 27

like a permission to make slaves of them? 1 wish overy
slaveholder, and every apologist fine slavery, would read the
lnw on this point, in the following verses: ¢ I thou atilict
them in angeise, and they ery at oll unto e, 1 will sarely
hear thetr ery, and my wrath shall wax hot, and [ will kill
you with the sword ; and your wives shall be widows, und
your children futherless.” ‘That is the provision which the
law of Moses mude fur the security of these widowed and or-
phan captives against oppression.  And then they were to
be incorporated with the people of Isracl, and every third
year a tenth part of the produce of the ficlds was to be set
apart for the very purpose of mmintalning persons in this
situntion — {or the poor, the widow, and the fathurless,

God often reminds his people nat to oppress strangers, be-
causo they had been strangers; and he savs to them, “ Yo
know the beart of a stranger.”  Did he at the same time
authorize them to seize upon strangers, and claim them as
property, and reduce thein to the conditton of & mere appen-
dage, a chattel, a thing? e says, ¢ Thou stalt love thy
neighhor ny thyself.”  Any specific action that is contrary
to that, is agailust tha law of God.

We have further evidence that God did net intend to
sanction slavery. It was a standing law, that ¢ He that
gtealoth o man and selleth him, or if he be found in his hand,
he shall surely be put to death.”  Another standing law of
Isracl was this: “T'hon shalt not deliver to his master the
servant which is escaped frons his master unto thee @ he shall
dwell with thee, even among you, in that place which he
shall choose 1 one of thy gates 3 thou shalt not eppress him,"
Dent, xxa, U — 15, Take these two laws together, and it is
impassible that slavery, or involuntary seevitude shonld exist,
It i8 not to be understood as llppliuuhlu to men who have re.
ceived the pay tor their labor, and then refuse to cumplete

their own contract, but of men who are held to involuntary
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servitude, that is, to slaves from among the heathen, where
slavery was a comnmon thing ; for, by the supposition. there
were and could be none among the Israclites. Thero the
law was, that i a slave escaned from bondage, and fled to
the Iand of Israel, the whole nation should rise up and pro-
tect him. So sacredly docs the law of God regard human
liberty.

On the other side, we often hear it granted, that the Jews
were not allowed to enslave their brethren, norto steal slaves
from the Leathen. But it is said, they might go to the slave
markets in the surrounding heathen nations, and buy slaves,
and hold them forever. But [ find it difficult to see how this
can be done at any rato, without robbery. Suppose a2 man
goes to the slave-market, and buys a slave — can he buy any
better title than the seller sells ¢ The transfer is in fact only
exchanging the robbery, and putting the stolen property into
other hands, Would God sanction such a practice? See
how it ig spoken of incidentally in other cases.

There is the ease of Joseph, who was sold to the Ishmael-
iles. That was as fair a slave deal as ever I heard of.  But
what does Joseph say toit? ¢ For indeed,” says he, ¢ 1 was
stolen away out of the Iund of the Hebrews,” Gen, x1. 15.
Those Arabs stole him, although they bought him, and paid
their money for him. This settles the question, that buying
& man and paying money for him is man-stealing, according
to Scripture lIanguage,

Again, it is said, that debtors, who could not pay their
debts, might Jawfully be reduced to slavery, and sold for
payment., This is laid down as law in almost every mod-
ern commentary on the laws of Moses. Now, look at it,
Here is o man who has been unfortunate, and is not able to
pay a debt which he has contracted, and it is said that the
law enacted by the Almighty allows him to be sold into
perpetual slavery, extending to his children and his poster-
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ity forever. If God has sanctioned this, T will yield the
point ; but let us look at the proof, and ree if lie really has
lent his sanction to such a method of procedure. What is
the spirit of the Levitical law in regard to debts? Read
Duet. xv, 110,

Doves that look like selling poor debters into slavery 7 Our
hearts are so caleulating and avarictous now, that we cannnt
receive such a faw in itz sitople and obvions meaning. We
can hardly canceive of society organized on such a principle,
s that no debt should be binding over seven years, Such a
society would bealmost like Heaven  Livery kind disposition,
every gencrous feeling i encouraged, and no sanction or
authority given o any harshness or geverity towards unfor-
tunate debtors. That law places the ponr under the special
protection of Heaven, and leaves then no longer subjeet to
thie gripe of the umnereituls No wonder David loved the
faw of God.  How his wind glows and burns as he contems
plates that law. It waa sweeter to him than honey, or the
honey-comb.

ifat was there no servitode among the Jews?  Yes, doult-
less there was The relation of servant is as necessary to
the happiness and comtort of socivty as any other relation,
The chapter before us, Deat, xv, assures us that » the poor
rhall never cease out of the land,””  And the pror have need
of the rich, as well as the rich need of the poor. There is a
mutual dependence, and autaal oblieation,  But their natu-
ral rights are the same, and both are recognized and estabs
Li=hed and secured by the laws of Moses.

Wt it is said that gowme are bora slares. So it is said in
the sehonlg sy so it 1s said in the eommentaries; so it is ex-
tensively believed and practised ; that if a parent is a slave,
that alone condemns the child w staverve But Linw say tho
Seriptates? ¢ They shall say no more, The tathers have
eaten sour grapes, and the childien’a tecth are set on edge.”
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Jar. xxxt, 20, lere it 15 laid down ns 2 maxim of the divine
faw that children shali not suffer the penalty of their father's
sin, but that “ every one shall die for his own iniguity,”
And therefore it is not reasonable to suppose that Ged would
sanctlion tho practice of enslaving children on account of
cither the conduct or the condition of their parents.

Butif we took further into the Scripture usages, we shall
find that a home-born servant, instead of being enslaved, was
eonsidered entitled Lo peculiar privileges.  David alindes (o
this relation, and cinims or asks for the benefitof it in ’salm
16, where he exelaims, * 1 am (hy servant, and the son of
thy bhandmaid, thou hast loosed my bonda”  Jercmiah
alludes to it, “ I3 Isracla vervant?  Ishe a home-born slare 2
Why is he spoiled 7 Jer. ii, 14. There, if you will look in
your Bibles, you will see that the word sfuvr is in talics,
becanse there is no word for itin Hebrew, but the transda-
tors put itin to fill up the scnse, as they thought, but it is
plain, from what follows, that they erred.  The inquiry is
this, ¢ Is Isracl a servant, yea, a ome-born. i e. a privileoed
onc? Whyis hespoiled?” Tho prophet wonders 1o see
him despoiled of the rights and privileges which belonged
him. The truth is, that a home-born servant, so far from hes
ing a sfave, had advantages seeured to him which a hired

servant was not entitled to, — {Rew. James H. Dickey.]

2, If a man sell his danghter. *¢'This the Jews allowed
no man to do,”” says Dr. A, Clarke, on this place, * but in ex-
treme distress, when he had no goods, either moveable or 1.
moveuable, feft, even to the clothes on his baek 3 and he had
this permiission only while she was unmarriagable. It may
appear ot first view strange, that such a law should be given ;
but let it be 1emembered, that this servitude could extend, ot

the utinoxt, only to six years§ and that it was nearly the samo
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as t some eases of apprenticeship among us; where the pa-
rents bind the child for seven years, aud have from his master
g0 thuch for wark during that time.””

3. He shall be sold for his theft, And how many slave
masters an this nation wonld now have to he sold themselves
inte slavery, were thev to be judeed by thas law !

Ao He shall be surely punished,  And here is another
feature of the Moesaje law, in relation to seevants, which shows
how nnjust and eruel that svstem ol slavery i<, which prevaily
i this Jand 5 smong the Jews, if a servant was hitled Dy the
cruel treatinent of his master, that master was pumished with
death, Nee Gen, i, 00— Hhoso sheddeth wan’s hlood, by
man shall his blood he shed,  Tut 10t ~0 now atpong us 5 in
the Pnited States, scores and handreds of Juves have been
Killed by the tteayment of their ** masters™ and “ drivers,”
amd not o single instance was ever known here of a white
man being hung for the murder of a slave ! And yet these
very persans refer us to this passage of Serpture, as a Justifi-
ration ol shitvediolding, hecanse it s added, nofieithstanding,
if he remain a duy or Qeo, he shall not he punizhed, for
he is his money.  ‘Vhat ie, i the servant survive o day or
two after fie hiad been deserved!y benten by s master, and
then died, it miglt be presumed in that case that he died from
some other ecansey, and consepentdy  the only punishment
which the roaster should saffer wis the oss ol the servant’s
tine, for the servant was to hin, for the thne being, instend of
monev,  Uhis passage is far from asserting that the servant
wis his master’s property, in the same sense i which slaves
are supposed to be the master’s propesty by the enslavers of this’
countrv 3 the sense of it s, supply, the servant s to his mas-
ter mstead of money 5 he represents, for the time being, his
wmaster’s money,

D, Me shall surely be put to death.,  And would Amen-

l



32 THESTIMUNY OF GOD

an Christian enslavers be willing te be judged by this law?
And 1s there one solitary slave-hiolder in this aation, who, ae-
cording to this precept, is not either a man-thief, or a receiver
of those who have heen stolen? Tt does not and caunot alter
the case, as 1o the manner in which one has come iuto the
possession of those human heings whom he cliuims as his prop-
erty ; if they are found in his hand, this luw says he should be
put to death.

G. Iwill surely hear their cry.  'The people of this land
once felt themselves oppressed by the government of Great
Britain, At that time they were compuratively poor and de-
{enceless 3 but they cried unto the Lorp aud entreated Tim o
undertake for thetn ; and now the most sceptical acknowl.
cdge that God did hear their eries, and that e did undertake
for them against those who oppressed them.  Aund now, who
can read these words, and think of the miliions of poor slaves
who are so cruclly oppressed by this nation, and not trembie
in view of the danger to which it must, according to the prin.
ciples of God's government, be exposed!  Are there no or-
phan children, no afllicted widows, among our millis of
slaved, whose cries Gaod, in justice, may yet hear?  And was
it in answer to the cries of such, and in fulfifment of the
threatening here denounced, that e permitted the dreadful
scenes which occurred at Sombamipton, in Virginia, o few
years itgo ?

7. Nteitherdeal fulsely, neither lie one to another.  The
following fact may be given for thousands of the kind, which
are constantly occurring wmong the ensfuvers of the human
speeios 3 it is from the Hudson (Ohio) Observer s and it 18
said to huve taken place not long since.  ** Mr. R., a public
officer, boarding at the same place with mysell, is o slave-
holder, and a strong advocate for slavery, e came home a
few days since and refated the following circumstances,
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“'The Rev. Mr. B is the owner of several slaves, one of
which has a wifee that belongs to another man in thecity. The
slave had been guilty of comne erimme and was confined in jail
and the Rev, Mre, B came to me, not more than balf an hour
after preaching a funeral sermon, and oflered to sell hun to me.
I went to the juil with Mr. -——, a noted slave-trader, to see
the slave, and then returned and closed the bargain with the
Rev., Mr. B., his master. ¢ Now," satd Mre, ., ¢do not il
the slave that you have bought him, but that T have let him out
to vou. No, said U, Ushall tell lnm no lies,  We then went
again to the jail, and Rev. Mr. B said to the negro, ¢ Robert,
I have hired you out to this man for a time, you must go with
him.?

“ But Robert, suspecting the horrid truth from his having
been just before exannned by the slave-dealer, looked up to
Mre. B and saud, ¢ No, you hive sold me to go down the river.
Now, Mr. B.;” he continued, ¢ vou profess to be a Chiistian
and n preacher of the gospel, but how do you expect to get
to Heaven,when you will sell me from ny wife to be sent
down the rviver ?° " Here, this preaching slave holder and
slave-dealer tells a lie himself, and attetipts also to induce his
neighbor to tell anether, and all this in addition to his crime of
having sold for money the image of the infinite God, and
parted (orever a husband from his wife !

S. The wazes of him that is hired, 1 it was a sin
against God for one under the Mosaic cconomy to retain the
wages of a hired servant for the space of one night only, how
wuch more guilty must one be now, under the gospel dispen-
sittion, whoe compels a man to work during his whole life time,
and pays him nothing for hire?

9. o stumbling-bloek before the blind.  And iz it no
crime it the sight of a holy God, 10 maxe millions of hu-
nian beings BLIND, as the slaves in this country are mude,
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by the urinst and oppressive laws which forbid their instrue-
tion, even in a Sabbath school?  'U'bis the laws of Louisiana
do under the penalty of five hundred dollurs fine {or the first
olfence, and death for the secoud !

10. Love thy netghbor as thyscdf. Vo thase who vio-
lently withiiold their neighbors® fiberiy Crom them, love their
neighbor as themselves?  And how neitr do those come to
the fulfilling of this command, who sell husbands and part
them forever from their wives? who sell children and past
them forever from their parents? Do those love their neigh-
bors as thamselyes, who take the avails of their labor without
paying them for it ?

11, Thou shalt relieve him. No class of men in the
known world sufler a greater amount of evils than the slaves
of this country ; but from what part of these evils the slave-
hoiders or their apologists are now endeavoring to relieve
them, it is not very casy to deterinine.  See Chapters one and
SiX.

12, Thoushalt not compel him to serveasa bond-servant.
Ko lcebrew could be compelled to serve his master more than
gix years; Lut a bond-servant, that is, one who was not an
Hebrew, might be compelled to serve till the year of jubilee.
A Hebrew might be retained in servitude tlf the vear of ju-
bilee, if it was his own choicg, not otherwise.  Fee L. xxi,
5—6. Nor, indeed, conld a flebrew, nor any stranger, be
retained in servitude any time after he was abused and treated
with unjustiticble severity by his master.  See 1ix. xai, 26 —
27.  Are all slaves in this lund set free as soon as they are
mained by their masters or drivers?

Fvery seventh day smong the Jews was a Sabibath, or day
of rest; every seventh year was also » Sabbath year, during
which the land and the people rested, and all Hebrew servants
were at liberty to go free from their misters.  And then every
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fiftteth year was termed a jubilee, beyond which time no ser-
vant could be hueld to the service of his master.  See Chap,
iv, 11.

13, Of them shall ye buy hond-men and hond-maids,
The waord used here by our translators is bondmen, hat in the
original Hebrew it is the sune that §s commonly translated
xereanty, and it is not easy to see why the teanstators changed
the word.  As it is, thix is the great proof-teat of the slave-
holder, to which he always retreats as his tinal strong held,
It would net answer s purpose half’ so well i it had been
translated sereants, as it is in other places,  But let us exany-
ine 1t alittle,  This text is said to authorize both buving slaves
as merchandize, amd holding wen in perpetual, and hereditary
slavery.  DBut in the first place, it nowhere authorizes the
ensluving of children bhorn off these bondmen, It is one
mistake of the slave-holder, in supposing that the Fsraclites
were allowed to hold such children in slivery,  On the con-
trary, they were required by the Abraliunie eovenant to he
circumcised the eighth dav, and thus enrolled among God’s
visible people. 1t is another niistake in supposing that thesc
bondmen were purchased in a slave-market, as slaves are
purchased in this country.  The liws that prohisited man-
stealing, and the delivering up of fugitive servants are totally
incousistent with the idea that there could be slive-markets in
the nation of Isracl,  And as to the supposition that they
were permnitted to go out as soud drivers, on i vovage of spec-
ulation, inte the surrounding hieathen nations, to boy up slaves,
it is too forbidding to be believed without evidence.  How
then were they to acquire these bondmen? I we ohserve
the language of seripture carefully, it will set us right an this
point.  Read two or three of the suceceding verses :

“And it o sojourner or a stranger wax rich by thee, and
thy brather that dwelleth by himy wan poor, and sell himselt’

K
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unto the stranger or sojourncr by thee, ar to the stock of the
stranger’s family ¢ afier that he is sold he may be redeemed
ngain 3 ond of his brethren may redeem him.”’

lHere you see how they became bondmen. They sold
themselves 5 that is, they made a contract of service, it may
be for a term of ycars, or for life, or imluﬁn‘i‘mly, but it was &
contract of their own., And if it was indefinite, or whatever
it might be, the yecar of jubilee put an end to 11, and pro-
claimmed liberty to all.

It is understood by some that the word forever, in the forty-
sixth verse, refers not to the duration of the servitude at all,
(though if it did, the jubiles would terminate it) but to the du-
ration of the law ; and then the meaning would be, that you
shall forever obtain your bondinen from the surrounding na-
tions, — | Rev. Juames H. Dickey.)

And it should always be borne in mind, i the examination
of this subject, thut, though the ancient Hebrews were per-
mitted to buy servants and keep them for a liwmited thine, yet
they were never authorized to steal them, or to buy or keep
those who had been stolen, and not only so, but those who
were bought sold themselves, as may bo seen by consulting
the forty-seventh verse of this chapter, and also 1 Kings i,
20 ; 2 Kings vii, 17 5 aud Gen, alvii, 24,

14, Ye shall be remembered.,  1lere God promnsed the
Jews success, when they went to wiar against these that op-
pressed them 3 wounld not the same prineiples of his govern-
ment lead him to fivor the oppressed in this land, inan attempt
to gain their freedom? At the same time, no Christian, who
is opposed to slavery, would, or could for one moment, either
propose or enconrage such an attempt, otherwise than in the
use of moral meuns.  The true friends of the enslaved n
this land, do not believe it would be right for the oppressed to
use any violence, (not even the whips with which thewr own
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bicks bave heen so often lacerated) for the purpose of obtain-
ing their rights.  Yet, should the sluves ever attempt this by
any means, savs the immortal Jeflerson, ¢ The Alunshty has
no attribute which could take sides with us in such a contest,”

15, Thow shalt not steal.  ‘This commandment would
certainly have prevented all slave-holding among the Jews,
had it not heen for the eapress permission of God 3 just the
same a8 the command which savs, hou shalt uot kill,
would have prevented the nearest of kin, among the Jews,
from hilling the wurderer of his friend, without a process at
law, it God had not given them his permiission to do this,

Now, here is a man whe holds in his possescion the liberty
of one of his species; it is the liberty of a sluve, who was
born in i own house 3 this slave never gave this master his
berty, he never sold it to him, nor has he ever forfeited 3t by
critne, but yet the master has got it i his pos<ession, aud he
holds it fast. How citne this master by the lberty of this
man?  He never bought it of the sluve, and the slave could
not have =old it, if he would 5 nor bas he bought it of a third
person, for it never was possessed by a thied  person.
tlow came he by it i he did not steal it? We know
indeed, it may be said, that the laws gave the master a
title to this man’s liberty 5 but who nade those Inws?  Why,
shave-holders, to be sure ! And where did slave<liolders ob-
tain their authonity to make laws, which controvene the law
of the infinite God, which savs, Thon shalt not steal?  'The
truth is, they have no such authority, they never had, and they
never can have 5 and hence every man who holds the person
of" a human being as his property, does so m violotton of the
cighth commandment, whicl suvs, Phou shalt not steal!

But suppose amain, that the Liberty of’ this slave is sold to a
third person ; is the man’s title to the ibenty of this enslaved
haman betng any better than bis who sefls 12 Does not the
purchaser know, as every man in this nation knows, that this
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muan has been robhed of his liberty, ~— that he never bias been,
and that he never can be paid an equivalent for it?  And vet,
he buvs and holds in his possession that which be knows has
been stolen, and to which he cannot have, in the nature of
things, any just title ! Now let the reader suppose a case, if
he can, of one slave in this Jand whose liberty lias not been
stolen, and which is not now withheld hy an act of fraud and
theft, similar to that stated above.

JVeither shalt thou covet anything that is thy neighbor’s.
And how can one withhold from his neighbor, hi« personal
LIBERTY, his wife, his children, and keep back the fruit of
his labor, and not break this command of God? And vet, §
once heard this very precept quoted in the Theological Sewmi-
nary at Andover, to prove that slavery must continve to exist
to the ond of time, or this cotnmandment, it was supposed,
conld not be fu'lilled ! o persecution must continue to the
end of the world, or Chnstians cannot have the privilege of
praying for their persecutors ! And human imellizencies must
always continue in a course of sin, or the Deity will not have
the glory of forgiving them !

18. And it be sin unto thee.  And think vou not, reader,
that there are a few Christian enslavers in this lind who need to
have these and the fuoregoing cautions repeated in their bearing ?
Mark how strictly the Jews were commanded to remember
and pity the poor, the futherless, and widows; and give
them suflicient for their need, in thut which they might want
for their souls and their bodies.  And is the great Giod less
merciful, less just, less jealous now, for the welfire of the
poor slave ?

19. Thou shalt surely give him,—and thy heart shall
not be grieved when thow givest unto him, \We not un-
frequently hear of the liberal gifis which muany enslavers be-
stow for the advancement of some particular objects ; but
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how seldomn does ever one slave have his Liberty restored to
hite, mid how seldoin do nny of themn recetve auvthing like a
just equivalent for their toils aud Inbors | I we request those
who linve grown rich and fed apon the shive’s unrequited Iabor
ever sinee theyv were born, to restore to the injured slave his
rights, without even making anv gdft to b at all, their
hearts e grieved ™ at once, and we are told that we are
only rendering the JJave’s condition worse thun 1t was before,
by making sucl a request !

21, Thou shalt not let hon wo away cnpty.  This was
a matter of justice,  Frowm this aud the following passages,
itappears that o six sears a servant among the Ilehrews
brought a sutlicient protit to his master to pay him double for
his frecdom, amld to farnish himself with grain and stock to
begin to labor for his own support,  Tow will the conduet of
the slave-masters in this land, who refuse ever to let their ser-
vants go free at all, aud who perpetuitly withhold from them
all remuneration for their labors:, compare with this Liw ?

‘ Here we see that a poor wan might be brought into such
a state of embarrassment that he could not pay his debts, and
he was allowed to sell hiself for six years, 1t iz not said
that the creditor had authority 1o sell him.  But it was a
mutual contrict, by which the debtor bound himself,  And so
carefu! is this precious law of God of haman hiberty, that it
would not allow & man to bind or sell himselt for more than
N vears.  And when the term of serviee wis out they were
not to he sent out empty, as i their liberty was gradged. And
o man lihed o remamn in his place, he could be honad to
serve for u longer ternnn s in which ciase he was to be taken
belore a |||;|gin[r.ltﬂ, ) st lhm no undue u-.lr:mtugl: Wi l:lkull,
and then hive his ear bored, as o token that he was i servant
“forever,”  Bat this does not mean perpetaal slavery,  The
waord tranalated forever weans throughout the ter § that is,
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whatever may be the subject of discourse, the word means,
throughout its continnance. In this case there was a univer-
sal rule that no servitude could lawfuily continue beyond the
year of jubilee. The man that had his cur bored was,
therefore, bound to remain in his place till the jubilee, when
liberty was proclaimed to all, without exception,

““ In order to understand the subject, it is necessary to con-
sider the very peculiar strueture of socicty in the febrew
commonwealth. The land was all in the hands of a few
persons, each one of whom was the head of Ins fumily or clan,
When he died, his cldest son inherited all the real estate.  The
younger sons, and the descendants of younzer sons, not hav-
ing land, were obliged to seek such employment as the vari-
ous departinents of society require, 'This elder son was the
person to whom the right of redemption belonged, the god
kinsman, or redeemer. e was also the head of the family,
and all his brethren being employed under him, were his serv-
ants, These common people were provided for by the sab-
batical year, when they all became free. DBut for the land-
holder himself, if he was reduced to the necessity of alicnat.
mg his land, and for the strangers or foreigners who were
bound to service, the jubilee was provided.  If the landholder
was poor, and obliged to sell his land, he had a right to redeem
it.  But ut any rate, in the fifticth year it would revert to the
family, of course. If he had becumne so dependant as to be
obliged himself to become a servant, he was not to be treated
as a common laborer, but with respect, because he was a type
of the Messiah, or glorious elder Brother.  This was the dis-
tinction between the common Israelites and the [landholders
who became poor, and were employed as servants.

¢ There was another class of servants among the Israel-
ites ; that is, the heathen, strangers as they were called, who
cume into the nation for employment. And the law encour-
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aged their coming in.  They never could be landholders, but
they tmigzht be employed, and they enjoyed not only protection,
but the advantages of God’s house, relizions instruction, &e.
Under thisidea it is that Esainh says, in reference to a period
of great prosperity, ¢ Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks,
and the sons of the alien shall be vonur plounghmen and your
vine dressers.” — Ismah Ixiy 5.7 — [ Rev. Jumes H. Dickey.]

24. Thou shall not deliver unto his master, &¢. This
is supposed to refer to the case of a servant who had fled from
an idelatrous master, and gone over to the children of Israel ;
if =0, admitting the justice of the present svstem of slavery,
would there not be precisely is mueh propriety in applying
this passazge to the cases of thuse slaves who now run away
from their wiched and cruel inasters, as there is n ouoting
other pissagoes of Scripture to justify this svatem of slavery !

25. That thief shall die.  Muny thousunds of the peo-
ple of color who are legally free in this lund, have been stolen,
kidoxpped, and sold tnto anterminable and hopeless bondage ;
and there is ubundance of cevidenee which may be relied on to
prove thiat scores of such are stolen and =old nto slavery in
this country every year, besides the two hundred, or tnore, who
are seized and made slaves of, every day, as soon as they are
born.  How will this law apply to these fucts?

27, Thow shalt remember that thouw wast a hond-man
in foeypt. And how can Americans forget the bondage
which they onece sulivred, and {from which they fought and
led to be free?  \Veli has Jetiveson eaclanned, — ¢¢ What an
imcomprehensible mmachine is man!  whoe can endure toil,
famine, stripes, imprisonment, and death itsell, in vindication
of his own liberty, and the nest moment be deal’ to all those
motives whose power supported hirn through his trial, and in-
flict an his fellow-men a bondage, one hour of which is trauzht
with more wisery, than ages of that which he rose in rebellion
to oppose.” ‘ '
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“But,” adds this truly great man,  We must wait witle
patience the workings of an overruling Providence, and hope
that, that 1= preparing the deliveranee of these our suidering
brethren.  \When the measnre of their tears shajt be full, when
their groans shall have involved Heaven itsclf it duwrkness —
donbtless a God of justice will awaken to their distress, and by
diffusing light and liberality mwnong their oppressors, or at
fength by his exterminating thunder, manifest his attention to
the things of this world, and that they are not left to the guid-
ance of a blind fatalie,”

Upon a careful examination of the foregoing scriptures, we
come to the following conclusions in respect to the servitude
allowed among the Jews, and its difference from American
slavery

1. The Hebrews beld some in servitude for a limited pe-
riod, by the specinl permission and direction of God ; and
this permission was given on the very same ground that a He-
brew wag permitted to Kill a man who had murdered hisfiiend,
(Nuwn, xxxv, 19,) and he wight do this without the process of
a trinl,  And upon the siume ground, the Jews were permitted
to commence and carry on exterminating wars against the
idolatrous nations around them.  Henee we suppose that it is
as really wrong for any man in this are of the wurld, to take
away the hberty of his innocent ncighbor, or to hold it from
hitn 1n any way, without an express permission from Ged, as
it would b2 for one to kill the murderer of his friend noaw,
without the forms of law,

2. 'Two-thirds of all the servants in Israel were free nt the
end of rix years; and the fiftieth year all were set free.
There was no such thing as hereditary servitudo among the
Jews,

But Americon slavery is perpetunl, to the very Inst moment
of the slave’s ecarthly existence, and by law it i3 entailed upon
all of his descendints to the latest posterity,

ol el =™ g el -
-

-
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3. Jewigh servitude was voluntary, except in those casecs
where it was the penalty annexed to crime,

But American slavery is tnvoluntary. Noone who is now
a slave in this land, was ever consulted, before hisliberty was
taken away, whether he would be a slave or not; and if he
had been, he could not have given his master a just and
proper title to his body as his property,

4. Under the Mosaic economy, scrvants might contend
with their masters about their rights; and to despise the
cause of such was considered a heinous crime. (Sce Job
xxxi, 131.) '

But here, in this land of Christinns, slaves can make no
contracts of any kind ; they ean have no legal right to any
property ; all they have and are, helongs to their masters.

D. The lawa of Moses granted freedom to a servant who
had been cruelly treated.  (See Ex. xxii, 20 —27))

But our Christian laws allow the master to punish his
slave, as much as he desires, and aflord the slave nu redress ;
nay, if the slave makes any resistances, the laws expressly
justify the masler in putting him to death. In Kentucky,
“any negro, mulitto, or [ndian, bond or free,” who ¢ shall at
any time " even “lift his hand in opposition to aNvy white
person, shall receive Tty LASHES on bis or herbare back,
WELL 1 AID 0N, by order of the Justice.”

6. Servants were carefully protected among the Jews, in
their domestic relotions; so thut husbands and wiver, parents
and their children must not be separated. And in case the
mother did not get her freedom as soon as her hushand, the
children remained with her:; and her master was bound to
recetve him to service again, in case he chose to live with
his wife and children.

But here, slaves are entirely unprotected in their social

end domestie relations; husbands and their wives, parents

0
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and their children may be, and they are separated and parted
forever, at the irresponsible will of the master.

7. The laws of Moses secured to servants the necessary
means of instruction and consolation,

But no such Iaws exist in this land; here the operation of
the laws tends directly to deprive the slaves of all “ mental ™
and religious “ instruction,’” for their whole power is exerted
to keep their slaves in the lowest kind of ignorance.

8. The laws of Moses require every one to pity and love the
stranger who might chance to come among the Jews, and un-
der severc penalties they were fuorbidden to vex or oppress
thom in any way.

Here, the [aws view every enlored sirapger as an eneny,
and they consider him a slave until he proves his freedom,

0, If a servant escaped froms his master and fled to the Jand
of Israel, the law of Muses conunanded overy one to protect
him; and forbade any one to deliver such to his master
again.

But here, if 2 slave cscape from his master, and {lee to any
part of the United States, the law forbids any one to protect
him, and commands that he be delivered up to his inaster.

10. The Mosuic law forbade man-stealing as the highest
kind of theft, and condemned the perpetrator to sufler deatlt
as the penalty.

But here, thousands of legally free people of color have
been stolen, and sold into iopelessand involuntary servitude,
as many now are every year, in this nation; and there isno
law by which thoy can redress their wrongs.
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CHAPTER 1V.

JOSHUA, JOB, AND EZRA.

God has always delivered his peeple from the op-
pression of thevr enemies, when they cried unto
Him for deliverance.

1. And when the Lorp raised them up judges,
then the Lonrp was with the judre, and delivered
them out of the hand of their enemiesall the davs of
the judge: for it repented the Lorp because of their
groanings by reason of them that oppressed them
and vexed them. Jud, 1, 18

2. Thus saith the Lokv God of Israel, I brought
you upfrom Eevpt, and brought you forth out of the
house of bondawe: and 1 delivered you out of the
hand of the Igyptians, and out of the hand of all
that oppressed you, and drove them out from before
you and gave you their land.  Jud. vi, 8.

3. And Zidontans also and the Amalekites and
the Maonites did oppress you; and ye cried to ne,
and I delivered you out of their hand., Jud. x, 12.

4. Now therefore ye are cursed, and there shall
" nonc of youn bedreed from being bondmen, and hew-
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11. T was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the
lame. I was a father to the poor; and the cause
which | knew not, I searched out. Jobh, xxix, 15.

12. If 1 did dispige the cause of my man-servant,
or of my maid-servant, when they contended with me;
what then shall Ldo when God riseth up? Aund when
he visiteth, what shall T answer him?  Job xxxi, 183.

13. If T have withheld the poor from their desire,
or have ciused the eyes of the widow to fail; or
havo eaten my morsel myzelf alone, and the futher-
less hath not eaten thereof; if | have seen any per-
1ish for want of clothing, or any poor without cover-
g, if his loins have not blessed me, and if he were
not wara.ed with the flecece of my <heep; if 1 have
lifted up my hand against the fatherless, when I'saw
my belp in the gute; then let mine arm fall from my
shoulder-blade, and mite arm be broken from the
bone.  Job, xxxi, 16.

14. By reason of the multitude of oppressions,
they make the oppressed to cry; they cry out by
reason of the arm of the mighty,  Jub, xxxv, 9,

§5. FHe delivereth the poor in his aflizcuon, and
openeth their ears in oppression.  Job, xxxwvi, 15.

16. And now for a little space grace hath been
shiowed from the Lord our Gaod, to leave us a rein-
nant to escape, and to give us a nail i s holy
place, that our Gud may lighten our eyes, and give
us n little reviving in our bondage. Eazra, 1x, 8.

5l
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NOTES ON CHAPTER 1V,

1 Them that oppressed them, 'The Jews were deliverad
into the hunds of their enemiies, not anfrequently, nq a chas-
tisement for their sins ; yet, even in these cases, God regarded
their groanings, aund when they cried unto him, he saved them
from the power of their oppreasors. Bat the bonduge which
the slaves of this land are now suflering, is not a punishment
for any sin which they can have committed ; they are guilty
of no crime either ngainst God or man, for which they are now
enslaved ; and hence there i3 so much the more reason to be-
lieve, that when they cry unto the great avenger of wrongs,
he will hear und deliver them.

2. And gave you their land.  And will not this language
apply, with somne degiec of propriety. to the people of this
nation? Ilave we not been delivered from the hand of the
oppressor? Do we not now inherit the land thut once be-
lonzed to others?  And shall we now, in oar tarn, become the
oppressors of the poor and defenceless? It is a remarkable
fact, that this nation does novw oppress a greater number of its
own citizens, by the system of slavery which it upholds, than
the whole number of our forefuthers who were oppressed for-
merly by the government of Great Britsin! Yes, n greater
number of the citizens of these United States are now far
more cruelly oppressed by our own government, than our an-
cestora were, who rose in rebeliion sixty years ago against the
government of England ; and one hour of that boudage which
we now inflict on three millions of our own citizens, as Jef-
fersun remarks, is fraught with more misery and guilt, than
nges of that which we rose in rebellion to oppose !

3. Ye cricd to me, and I delivered you. ‘I'heopprossion
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here referred to, as remarked above, was what the Jews suf-
fered as a chastisement for their sins; and yet God delivered
them from it, as soon as they repented and cried unto him.
And is it presumption in us to infer that God will now deliver
the eppressed in nnswer to praver, and espectatly such as have
not sinned against hitn? Will not God hear his own people,
who cry day and night unto him, in the bebalf of those that
are in bonds, and who have committed no crime?

4. Ye are cursed. This, as the reader will have perceived,
refers to the Gibeonites 5 they were among the nations whomn
the Helbrews were commandad uttetly to destroy for their idol-
atry. Deut. xx, 17, But by stratagems and lies, they so de-
ceived Joshua that he entered into a covenant swith them, and
gave ihem a solean vath that they should bespared,  For this
wicked deseption, this curse was pronounced upon them, by
which their national existence was sunibiluted.  T'he state of
servitude to which these idolaters were reduced was o bless-
ing to them, because without it they must have been put to
death. And has God ever given a commund to any of the
people of this country to commence a war of eatermination
aguinst Africa, and to make slaves of all who are not put to
death?

5. The scrvant is free from khis master.  How often the
weary, worn-out slaves logk to the grave as the place of their
rest ; and how wmony thousands of them tust, in all probabil-
ity, die without uny wcll grounded hope of rest beyond it !

3t et surrow bathe rach blaslhing rheek,
Read piteous o'er the trertuted ¢lave,

Whase wronge compassion cannot speak,
Whosu only refuige 18 the grave,”

6. Pity should be showen, Dt leta white man or woman
nt the South manifest the feust pity for the atihcted slaves, and
it will be sure to bring dowa upon himself the scorn snd con-
tempt of most of their ¢ masters '’ and ** drivers.”’
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7. A dreadful sound is in his ears. Or as the margid
Yeads, a sound of fear ia in his ears. This is said of the
oppressor ; and a more striking iilustration of this truth could
not well be given, perhaps, than that made in a speech deliv-
ered in the house of delegates of Virginia, in Jannary, 1832,
on the policy of the State tvith regard to her sinve popuiation,
by James McDowell, Ir.

One of the members of the house had remarked, that the
insurrection at Southampton, when geores of the whites had
been murdered by the slaves, was a ¢“petty affisir ;> upon
which Mr. McDowell read extractz from a number of lctters
written by some of the most respectable men in the State, to
show the terror andg dismay which prevailed in the minds of
the citizens in every part of the cbmmuaity, and then pro-
ceeded as follows ¢ —~

‘¢ Now, sir, I ask you, Task gentiemen in conseicnce to say,
was thisa ¢ petty affair 2’ Iask you whether that wasa ¢ petty
aflnir,” which startled tho feelings of your whole population —
which threw a portion of it into alarm —a portion of it into
panic 3 which wrung out from an affrighted people the thrilling
cry, day after duy conveyed tn your exccutive, ¢\We are in
peril of our lives — send us an army for defence.’ Was thata
‘ petty affair® which drove familics from their homnes ? which
assembled women and children in c¢rowds, and without shelter,
at places of common refuge, in every condition of weankness
and infinnity, under every suffering which waunt, and pain, and
terror could infliet, yet wiliing to endure all — willing to eet
death from famine, death from climate, death from hurdships,
pref2rring anything rather than the horrors of meeting it from
a domestic aszassin?  \Was thut a ¢ petty affair * which erected
e peaceful and confiding portion of the State into a militury
cawp, which outlawed from pity the unfortunate beings whose
brothers had offended, which barred every door, pemetrated
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every bosom with fear or suspicion, which so banished every
sense of security from every man’s dwelling, that let but a
hoof or a horn break upon the silence of the night, and an
aching throb would ba driven to the heart ; the husband would
loak to his weapon, and the mother would shudder and weep
upon her cradle !

‘““ Was it the fear of Nat Turner, and his deluded drunken
handfull of feilows, which produced such eflects? Was it
this that induced distant countries, where the very name of
Southatnpton was strange, to arm and equip for a struggle?
No, sir, it was the suspicion eternally attuched to the elave
himsclf — the suspicion that a Nat "Furner might be in every
family ; that the same bloody deed could be acted over at any
time and in any place ; that the materials for it were spread
through the land and always rendy for a like explosion. Noth-
inz but the force of this withering apprehension, nothing
but the paralyzing and deadening weight, with which it fulls
upon and prostrates the heart of every man who hus halpless
dependents to protect, nothing but this could have thrown a
brave people into consternation, or could have made any por-
tion of this powerful Commonwealth, for a single instant, to
have quailed and trembled."*

Yos, it is the ¢ withering apprehension’’ which every
slave-holder in this land carries in his own conscience, that the
sluves havo been outreged, inaulted, and wronged, which
makes the sound of fear in hiz ears.

8. He shall not fecl guiltless. How true it is that no
enslaver in this land fecls guiltiess, overy person at all ac-
quainted with the subject of slavery well knows. The 1e-
matks of Mr, McDowell show that a general sense of danger
and insecurity everywhere prevails to a great eatent in the
slave States. Hence the euslavers often go armed, and keep
their arms constantly about their beds ut night, for fear the
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slaves may rise and take vengeanee upon those who have op-
pressed therm.

9. They shall receive of the Almighty. The evila de-
scribed in the following verses, by the direction of God some-
times come upot tyrants and such as oppress their fellow men.

10. The blessing of him that was ready to perish. And
how very desirable is such a blessing! Iow much to be
preferrcd hefore honors, or silver, or gold, or all that this
world can nfford! And let every friend of the oppressed
pray that it may come upon all the slave-holders in this, and
every other part of the world !

11. The canscwhich I knewr not, I searched out. 1|
spared neither time nor pains to find out the condition of the
oppressed and afllicted, that 1 might afford them all possible
reliel.  And is it mot likely that some of Joh's contemporaries
repronched hiin with ** meddling with that which did not con-
cermn him? "

12. If T did despisc the causc of my servant. As
though he had snid :—~1 have not denied my servanis any
privilege, whether civit or religzious, which I enjoved myself ;
i they had any cause of complaint aguinst any one, or even
against myself, [ gave them a candid and impartinl hearing,
and rendered a just judgment in the ease.  Can tho Christian
enslavers of this land say’ this, now, of themsclves? And
what will they do when God riseth up, if they have not done
this?

13. Then let mine arm fall from my shoulder-blade.
This is a most solemn asservation, that he never had wronged
or oppressed the poor in any way, but that he had always ad-
ministered to the wants of such, as far as it hod been in his
power. O that all who profess the Christian name could
now say this with as much trath as it was ssid by this ancieat
patriarch !
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14. They cry out by reason of the arm of the mighty.
‘The Rev. Mr. Gilgrass, one of the Wesleyan Missionaries in
the \West-Indies, relates the following fuct @ A master who
lived near us in Kingston, Jamiica, wanted some money : and
one of his female slaves having two fine children, he sold one
of them, and the child was toru from her maternal afieetion,
In the agony of her feelings, she wade a hideous howline,
and for that erime was flogzed  Soon after, he sold her other
child. This “turned her heart within her,” and impelled her
into a kind of miadness.  8he howled night and duy iu the
yard, tore her hair, ran up and down the streets and the parade,
rending the heavens with her cries, and literally watering the
carth with her tears.  Her eonstant ery wits, ¢ Ja wicked
massa Jew, he sell me children, Wil no buekra massa
pity nega?  What me do?  Me have no ehild.”  As she
stood before my window, she lifted up her hands towards
Heavenand sadd : — < My massa, do me massa minister pity
me!  Me heart do so, (shaking Lerself violently) me heart
do s0 because wme have no child ; me o a massa house, in
masse yard, and in e hut, and me no see em !

15. He opencth their ecarx in oappression.  lHe gives
them instruction and comfort, notwithstanding their chains,
when they fook unto God for it.  The Intinite Reing is the
great uuthor and patron of seirnee, nor can there scarcely be
n more flogrant sin sgainst Him, than to prevent the instrue-
tivn of the 1Mmaorrar, Minps whom Ie bas made, and
which he has endowed with a deathless capacity, and an insa-
tiuble thirst for the lights of science and religion,

And yet, in this republican, this Christian land, we have
numerous laws made and sanctioned with the heaviest penal.
ties which it is in the power of buman governments to intliet,
for the very purpose of putting out the eyes of the wind, for
the very purpuse of preventing the instruction of millions of
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the cilizens of these free and independent States !  Tn view of
this one appalling fuct, what Awmerican will not ““ wremble for
his country, when he reflects that God is just !>

CHAPTLER V.

DAVID,

God has always manifested a peenliar pily and re-
gard for the oppresscd— and he promiscs his
blessing wpon all such as vmitate Him in this
thing.

. Lorp, thou hast heard the desire of the hum-.
ble: thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cause
thine car to hear; to judge thie fatherless and the
oppressed, that the men of the earth may no more
oppress.  I’s. x, 17,

2. When he maketh mquisition for binod, he re-
membereth them; he focgetieth not the cry of the
huwble.  Ds. ix, 12,

3. [For ithe oppression of the poor, for the sighing
of the needy, now will | anse, snith the Lorp; |
will set him in safety from him that pufleth at him,

Ps. xi1, 5.



AGAINST SLAVLRY. 05

4. For e hath not despised nor abhorred the af-
fliction of tle aftlicted, netther hath he hid his face
from hum; but when he cried unto hun he heard.
Ps. xxii, 24.

5. Llessed i1s he that considereth the poor; the
l.ornp will dehiver hiin 1in time of tronble.  'T'he
Lorp will preserve him, and keep himn alive; and
he shall e blessed upon the earth; and thou wilt
not deliver him unto the will of his enemies.  The
Lorp will strengthen b upon the bed of languish-
ine: thon wilt make up all his bed 1in s sickness.
s, xh, L.

6. ‘The Lorp will command his loving kindness
in the dav thoe, and in the night his songe stall be
with me, and v praver unto the God of my hife.
I will sy unto God iy rock, Why hast thou for-
gotten mr*?_ “'h_\' MO mourmne because of the
Oppresslon of the eneiny 7 Ps xhi, &,

7. Dut nnto the wicked, Gad samith, What hast
thou to do, to declare my statutes, or that thou
shouldst take vy covenunt i thy month? seeinge
thon hatest instenetion, and custest my words behind
thee,  When thon siawest o thiet, then thon consent-
edst with hum, ad hast been partaker wath adalter-
ers. P's. ), 10,

8. Give the king thy judmments, O God, and thy
rishteousness unto the king's son. e shall judge
the poor of the people, he shall save the children of

A

L
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the neady, and shall break 1n pieces the oppressor.
Ps. Ixxi, 1.

9. For he shall deliver the needy wheu be crieth;
the poor also, and him that hath no helper. He
shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the
souls of theneeidy. He shall redeemn their soul from
deceit and violence; and precious shall their blood
be 1 his sight.  Ds. Ixxii, 12,

10. Defend the poor and futherless; do justice to
the afflicted and needy. Deliver the poor and needy ;
rid them out of the hand of the wicked. Ds. Ixxxi, 9.

11. Blessed 1s the people that know the joyful
sound ; they shall walk, O Loxbp, in the light of thy
countenance: in thy name shall they rejoice all the
day; and in thy richteousness shall they be exalied.
Ps. Ixxxax, 15.

12, T'he Liorp executeth richteousness and judg-
ment for all that are oppressed.  Ps. ciiy, 6.

13. Deliver me from the oppression of man, so will
I keep thy precepts.  DPs. exix, 134.

14, 1 know that the Lorp will maintain the
cause of the afflicted, and the nght of the poor.
I’s. exl, 12,

15, 'T'he Lowrp looseth the prisoners; the Lorp
openeth tne eyes of the blind; the Lowkp ranreth
themn th it are bowed down; the Lenrop loveth the
righteous; the LeRp preserveth the strargrers; he
relieveth the fatherless and widow; bt the way of
tihe wicked hewrneth upside down,  Ps exlvi, 7.



AGAINST ELAVERY. 57

NOTES ON CIHAPTER V.

1. Thou wilt prepare their heart.  Thou wilt give them
a disposition to seck after thee. So the great and good {leing
often sheds light upon the dark mind of the poor slave, who is
oppressed, notwithstanding the unjust and cruel laws which
gre enacted to keep him in darkness.  And when the heart of
the efflicted is thus prepared, God hears the prayer which they
ofler unto Him.

2. He forgetteth not the ery of the humble. Letno one
be discouraged in praying for the deliverance and salvation of
the enslaved ; God may reem not to hear for awhile, but the
prayer of fuith shall not be forgotten, it shall be answered in
due time. God remembers not only the oppressed, but also
those who make inquisition for their blood. The following
account of some of the bloody inquisitions of this land, is
from the pen of I, J. Torry, of Philedelphia. e says:

““ Thotmas Clarkson states, in his < History of the Abolition
of the Nlave-Trade,’ that the arrival of slave-ships on the
coasts of Africa, was the uniform signal for the immediate
commencement of wars for the attainment of prisoners, for
sale and exportation to America and the West-Indies. In
Maryland and Delaware, the same drama is now performed in
miniature. The arrival of the Man-Trafficers, laden with
cash, at their respective stations near the coasts, or at their sev-
eral inland posts, near the dividing line of Marvland and Del-
aware, (at some of which they have great prisons for the pur-
pose) is the well known signal for the professed kidnappers,
lilke beasts of prey. to cominence their nightly invasions upon
the fleecy flocks; extending their ravages, (generally attended
with bloodshed and sometiines with murder,) and spreading
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terror and consternation, among both frecinen and slaves,
throughout the sandy regions, from the western to the eustern
shores. These blood-hounds, when overtaken, which is rare,
by the messengers of the law, are generally found armed with
instruments of death, sometimes with pistols with patent spring
daggers attached to them.””  In this way thousands of inno-
cent unoflending men, women and children, bave heen stolen and
carsied from their friends and bomes in this Jand of boasted
frcedom, and themselves and postority doowmed to sufler all
the horrors of an unending bondnge.

3. Now will I arise, saith the Lord.

With such promises asthese, the Bible abounds ; and as sure
as God is true, so surely ho will yet undertnke for the op-
pressed. At the same time, we should kesp in view his long-
suflering and patience towards the oppressor; Ile pities these
also, and commands them to repent, and it becomes our duty
to pity them, nnd pray for them accordingly.

4. He hath not despised — the affliction of the afflicted.

The poor and the afllicted aro gencrally despised by those
who are the cause of the evils which they sufter; but the afilic-
tion of the oppressed is not despised by the Great God.

6. Considereth the poor.

By finding out their condition, visiting them, and adminis-
tering to their wants,  As a most remarkable exumple of this
kind, let the reader consult the life of John Howard, und he
will perceive how stricly the promisa was fulfiled, which 1s
made here to those who perform this heavenly work.

6. Why hast thou forgotten me?

This inguiry the Psalmist was sometimes led to make when
he was in trouble; and when we reflect for 3 moment upon
the accumuluted wrongs which millions of the population of
this country are doomed to sufier by the slave-system, can we
wonder that some of them should udopt this lapgunge? Is it
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& marvellous thing, that many of them should be tempted to
think that there iz no God of justice 2 — "That their masters,
Who profess to love him and their fellow men as themselves,
are hypoerites?

7. Thout consentedst with him,

And by what process of reasoning can it be shown that
every alaveholder in this Iand Joes not, in some sense, coun-
tenance the vonduct of the adulterer and the man-thief?  ‘The
man who makes a habit of using intoxieating liquors, even if i
be ever so temperately, is now set down by the voice of nearly
the whole Christian warld, as cduntenaneing and promoting the
cause of intemperance; and if he be a professed Christian or
Christian minister, his example isbelieved and known to be so
much the more pernicious and fatal in ifs influence.  For who
does not know that the unprinetpled, intemperate rum-drinker,
does invariahly refer to the habit of the very good Christian
who uses the liquid poison, as a sullicient justification of his
intetnperanee ?

And the more good which may be said of such a professing
Christian, 1 some respeets, the more dependence will bo
placed, by the intemperate, upon his example. And it is
precisely so of the very hind aud Christian enslavers of the
human species; they do the very same to perpetuate the crime
atdd the evils of slaveholdiong, which the respectable and Chris.
tinn rum-drinker, or the Christian distiller, does, to perpetuate
the evils of intemperance.  And 10 is remarkable, that the
tmost conclusive argnment which can be adduced at the present
day in favor of slaveholding under any circumstances, is the
fact, that hoth Christians and Christian ministers, nay,
some of the most kind and respectable people at the South
and West are spavewonbers ! Now can any candid
obserser fuil of seeing thut these very respectable, kind, und
Christiant ENSLAVERY of the Auman specics, stand just aa

6.
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rouch in the way of the final abolition of slavery, and the do-
mestic slave-trade in this country, as the respectable and
Christian pisTILLERS and RUuM-DRINKERS do in the way
of the temperunce reformation ?

How frequently the opposers of slavery are now tauntingly
asked, * why do you not send your agents to the South, where
slavery exists 2>>  We answer, for the very sntme reason that
temperance agents do not spend their strength in preaching to
the intemperate.  We know that all suceessful action in the
anl-slavery cause, as well as in the temperance cause, must
be carried on hy those who are not * partakers with *? such as
cotiunit the evils which it is intended to remove.

8. He shall break in pieces Lhe oppressor.

This is said of Christ ; and so fur as Christianity has pre-
vailed in other civilized couuntries, it has already anuihilated
slavery, and broken the iron arin of the oppressor.

10. Deliver the poor.

We shall see in the course of these chapters, that there are
as many conutands in the Bible to a third person to deliver
the oppressed out of the hand of the oppresser ns there are
commands to the oppressor to let the oppressed go free.

11. The joyful sound,

The gound of the trumpet, on the morning of the first day
of the jubilee. Then shalt thou cause the trivnpet of the
Jjubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month,
on the day of atonement, shall ye make the trumpet to
sound throughont all your land. And ye shall hallow
the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the
land unto ALL THE INHABITANTS thereof 3 i shall be d
jubilee unto you ; and ye shall return every man unto
his possession, and ye shall relurn every man unlo his
Jamily. Lev, xxv, 9. Hence it appeurs, that on the arrivul
of this Joyful day, all the inhabitants of the land of Judea
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were free, and every ono received again his forfeited or lost
possessions,

18. Sowill I'keep thy precepts.

Ience the sin of oppression ; it incapacitates the oppressed
from obeying all the precepts of God. 1How can those fe-
males i this land fulfill, or how may they be eapected to
fulill, all of Giod’s commands, when they are not permitted to
read thews, and svhen they have no protection, either in the
laws or in public sentiment, for their purity or persons?
They may be compelled to submit to the beastly lusts of any
white man, by the stroke of the cowhide, or to avoid death,
without the possibility of any redress !  Ilow can those slaves
who are husbands, (1n the sight of God,) and who are tathers
also, fulfill that command which makes it their duty to love
their wives, and provide for their fumilies, when they are torn
from their wives and children, and sold into a distant part of
the country?  The command of Goil makes it their duty to
bring up their children *¢in the knowledge and discipline of
God,’’ but they are not suflered either to read the Bible them-
selves, or to teach their children to read it! God commands
all children to honor their parents, and obey them in the Lord,
Lut the children of more than a willion of parents in this land,
are prohibited, and hindered from doing this, by the laws of
the States where they live; and the same luws prohibit all
colored persons, whether slaves or free, from worshipping God
nccording to the dictates of their own consciences. The
statutes of Virginin ordain that any free person of color,
whether orduined or not, for preaching or exhorting at any re-
ligious meeting, may bhe seized by any person without a
warrant, and punished with thirty-nine lashes; and any
free person of color attending such o meeting may e seized
and punished in a like manner.  Similur laws are in force
in the other slive States; so true itis, that civil and religious
liberty generally stand or fall together.
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CHAPTER VI,

SOLOMON.

God has threatened his displeasure against all sueh
as forbear to deliver the poor and the needy from
the hands of those who nppress them,

. The poor is hated even ¢ his own neighbor;
but the rich hath many friends.  He that despiscih
his neighbo., sinneth; but he that bath muerey on
the poor, happy is he.  Prov. v, 20.

2. He that oppresseth the poar, reproacheth hia
maker; but he that honoreth him huth mercy on
the poor. Prov. xiv, 21.

3. He that oppresseth the poor to inercase his
riches, and he that giveth to the rich shall swiely
come to want. Prov, xxiy, 16,

4. Rob not the poor. because he is poor; neiter
oppress the afllicted in the gate; 1or the Lord will
plead their cause, and spoil the soul of those tiat
spoiled them. P’rov. xxiii, 22,

5. Rewove not the old landmark ; and enter not
into the fields of the futherless: for their Redeener
s mighiy; he shall plead their cause with thee
Prov. xxii, 20. |
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b, [f thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn
unto death, und those that are ready to be slain; if
thou savest, Deliold we koew it not; doth not he
that ponderethy the heart consuder 117 and he that
keepeth thy voul, doth he not know it? and shall
not e rend r o every man accorhing to Iis works?
Prov. xxmv, {1

7. T'he rielitrous eopsulereth the cause of the
poor; but the wicked rogrardoth not o koow it
Prov. xxix, 7,

8. Open thy momh for the duinb, 1w the canse
of all sueh as are apjointed o destruction. Open
thy mouth, judee prhteoustsy, and plond the cnuse
of the poor and weedy.  Prov. xxxi, S

4. No I rewarned and consilered all the appres-
sions that are done nnder the san: and, behold, the
tears ol such as were oppressed, and they bad no
comforter; and on the side of thetr oppressurs there
was power: but they had no comforter.  luech,
v, 1.

0. If thou seest the appression of the paor, and
violent perverting of Jindgment and justice in a
proviuce, marve] not at the matter; for he that s
birher than the highest regardeth, and  there be
hurher than they,  eel v, 3.

1. Surely oppression maketh a wise wman mad ;
and a @it destroyeths the heant, Feel v 7.

12. Al the brethren of the poor do hate him; how
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much more do his friends go far from him: he pur-
sueth them with words, yet they are wanting to
him. Prov. xix, 7.

13. Better is a little with righteousness, than
great revenues withcut nght.  rov, xvi, 8

NOTES ON CHATPTER VI.

1. Hated even of his own neighlor,
Are not the enslavers of this lund the neighbors of those

whom they enslave?  Are they not indebted to the slaves for
their living, and in fact, generally nll the substunca they pos-
scss?  And yet who hates the slave and the race of which
they form a part, if the enslavers do not?

He that despiseth his neighbor, sinneth.

Hence it is cliarly proved, that to indulge any kind of
prejudice against one who has committed no crime, werely
because bhe is poor, or differs from us in complexion, is a sin
against God ; and this sin becomes the more aggravating as it
deprives him of any of the rights or privileges to which he is
entitied by the dictates of reason and religion.

2. Reproacheth his Maker.

Thoe poor are Christ’s representativea on earth ; and if it
i8 a sin against God to despise und oppress ono who is poor in
the ordinnry course of Providence, or one who has become so
through some unavoidable calamity, how much more wicked
must it be to make men poor by oppressing them?  Surely,
if it is a sin and a reproach against God to oppress such ns are
airendy poor, it must be a greoter sin, and more of an insult to
the infinite Being, to make men poor, and to enact laws and
enforce them, for the very purpose of keeping them not only
poor but degraded and iguorant.
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8. To increase his riches.

And for what other purposo are the poor sluves oppressed
and kept in bondage, but to increase their masters® riches?

Jut it is really ditlicult for one who never was ‘¢ a broker in
the trade of blood,’* to determine how any man, especially
how any Chiistian, can enjoy the riches which he knows were
earticd by others, under the stroke of the cartewhip, perhaps,
and by those, too, who were never paid one penny as an
equivalent for their labors !

4. Because he is poor.

it i~ hecanae the slaves are poor, and unable to assert and
defend their rights, that their masters compel them to labor,
and then take the fruits of their unrequited toil.  This, Guod
calls robbing them because they are pour; and shall we
cull it by uny other nawe?

Nevither oppress the afflicted in the gate,

Courts of justice were usually Lield in the gates of cities in
tho east; hence, the text weans that the poor and afflicted
should have a fuir and impartial heanng when they appeared
at the court for judminent in any case.

In twelve of these United States, no person of color,
whether male or temale, can be heard as an evidenee in a
court of justice, szainst u white person.  And another law,
which is general among the sluve States, prevents the slave or
any person for him, from commencing a suit at law, o coertnn
cuses, tnless he lirst give seccurity for the costs of coutt 5 end
if the aetton should bhe tried awld should fail, the costs areo
doubled ! If this be not oppressing the poor in the gate,
reader, what is?

Mere is a ¢ master,” who, tor some slight offence, strikes
the child of u sluve in the presence of filiy other persons of
color who are slaves, and who see the ** master *° inflict the
Llow which causes the instant death of the child.  Dut for the
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parents who look on and see their offapring gasp in denth,
there is no redress ; the deed not being witnessed by any
white person, it is passed over in silence, and so, indeed, such
atrocities often are, when they occur under the eye of the
whites. A slave may be compelled to see the person of his
daughter or wife ahused, ns they often are, without being
suffered to speak one word, or to move a finger in their de-
fence. And will not the Great God plead the cause of such?

6. Ie shall plead their cause,

The slavery systemy now has many excuses and apologics
made for it; but there is not one among them all, but which
any Christian would be ashamed to make at the judgment of
the great day. But when God pleads the cause of the op-
pressed, who will answer him, then?

6. e knew it not.

And how many thousands say thus at the present day, in
reference to the slaves of this lund who are drawn unto death.
¢ We are not ensluvers, — we know not what the condition of
the slave 18 — we do n’t live at the south — what have we to
do with the subject?’  Answer, —

1. If we do not know what the moral and political condi-
tion of nearly three million of slavesis, in this lawd, we are
in fault, hecause, we may know, and we ought to know ; nor
indeed, will God consider it a suflicient excuse for the neglect
of our duty when we say, we knew it not.

2. If we are not enslavers ourselves, we are partakers of
the sins of those who are slaveholdery, unless we set our fueces
against it, and use our utmost Christinn-like endeavors to de-
liver the enslaved,

3. Our not living at the South, or indecd in Awmerica, is not
a sullicient reaxon why we should do nothing to deliver those
thut are ready to be slain in this country,  We do not live
in Africa, and shall we do noething to Christiunize ond civilize
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that country on this account? Though, by the way, it is ac-
knowledged, that before we can do anything eonsistently, as
a Christiun people, for that nation, we should liberate her
children whom we now keep in chains, and give them the
Bible, and all the other blessings which Christianity is designed
to confer upon the world,

7. Regardeth not to know it.

How truly characteristic this is of many, very many, Chris-
tian ministers and rulers in this nation, with regard to the
wrongs of the poor slaves ! They would be glad not to know
them; they feel so much reluctance against saving or doing
anything upon the subject.  And who wonld not like to be
ignorant upon this subject, if his ignorance would annibilate
slavery from the nation and from the world ?

K. Open thy mouth for the dumb.

'The slaves of this land are dwmd, in a most atleeting sense,
inasmuch as they never have been, and are not now permitted
to speak for themselves 5 and how can any Christian or Chris-
tisn minister, neglect the daty which God here enjoins upon
him in relation to these human beings ! And this, too, when
he knows that they are made and kept poor and needy by
the bondage which they are violently compelled to endure !

O, I considered all the oppressions.

'T'he Hebrew ashakim, here rendered oppressions, signi-
fies all those Kinds of injustice or injury which one can suffer
in his person, property or character.  ‘'I'o withhold from a
man his personal liberty, to compel him to labor without
piving hitm uny just equivalent for his labors, is to injure hin
in his person, property, and character ; this is robbery and op-
pression in thetr very worst foris,

On the side of thetr oppressors there was power.

The enslavers of this lund have lew and prejudice, and
riches on their side ; these are indeed powerful. DBut all

{
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thesg together, cannot withstand the arm of ownnipotencs,
when God shall arise to plead the cause of the oppressed.

And is it not true, that the slaves hiave no comforter §
Who is permstted to pour into their desponding hearts tho
consolations of hope, or the bulm of God’s promises?  Let
the following extract from the laws of Louisiana, say who.

“Ef any person in Louisiana, from the bor, bench, stage,
pulpit, or nuy other place, or in conrersation, shall make uso
of any language, siens, or dctions having a tepdency to pro-
duce discontent ahong {tere cofored punph‘, or wsubordina-
tion among the slaves, (such as nmy give them a bope 1o the
promise of God, that they shall be free) such personas shaldl
be punished with dmprisopment from three to lLicenty-ons
years,or with nEaTi, at the discretion of the court.”

Aud this is but o transenpt of similar laws which are in
force 1n nearly all of thoe slave States, Tieenty-one yeary’
tmprismunent, or death upon the gallows, fur speaking one
word, or bappening to make so.ne kind of a grsture which
way he interpreted as having a tepdeney to cause certain
nets!!) Was the like ever heard of betore in the annals of
the whole world !

And yet, ag often as we quote the word of Gad, or attempt
to way anything acainst these most eruel and wicked of all
fuws thiat were ever pussed by any government since the
world begnn, we must be asked, in seorn, * Why do you nst
g into those States where slavery existy, and labor for s
overthtow 2" And those persons whio go tauntingly mako
this inquiry, are ¢ gpposed to slavery,” they tell ugt Very
well, and if they are opposed 1o i, pray, why do they not go
into the stave States, aod tell the people that they are op.
posed to slavery, and nnttany here, at the north, and oppaoss
all that others are striving to do for the removal of this grent
aud growing ¢vil? 11" they are, indeed, withag to be fined,
imprisoned for twenty-one years, or to be hung like a pirate
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upon the pallows or gibbet, for speaking a word or miking o
sign merely, let them go to the South, atd proclaim their op-
position to “*slavery in the abstract,” in the cara of these
wlio enforee the laws above noticed 5 then we will believe
them,

10, Hepher than the hiphest.

We eannot he remtinded too often of this solemn truth ; —
God is infinitely acquainted with everything that in any
way concerns the oppressor and the oppressed; and he is
pledged to deliver all such as are afflicted, when they call
upon him in fith.

1. Malieth wise men mad.

The wotd here rendered mad, is from halal, which significs,
anong other things, to be haughty, arrogant, wicked. 1§ wmad
be the correct rendering of it, here, we might 1nquire,
whether oppressiom produces this etfect upon the cnslaver,
or the enslaved, or whether this etleet be produced upon
both as well as upon thore who lovk on and witness its
cfleets inothers,  Admitting those are mad who are praying
for the abolition of slavery, as some pretend to believe, this
state of mind is praduced, it must be remembered, by 1ho
crinies of others, nnd perhaps it were as desitable to sutler it,
as it is to bo

“ Frighted when a tnadman stares,”

Butit is, however, a well-known fact, that one of the first
and most direct influences which the slave system produces
upon the minds of all who become conneeted with it is 10
render their dispositions aerrozant nnd hawghty,  The follow-
ing testimony  from Thomas Jefferson, may be considered asg
conclugive evidence upon this point,

“The whole conmerce hetween master and slave s a pers
petun] exercise of the most boisterous passions, the mnst un-
remitting despotism on one part, and degrading submissions
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on the other. The parent storms, the child looks on, catches
the lineaments of wrath, puts on the same airs in the circle
of smaller slaves, gives a laose to his wworst of passions; and
rursed, educated, and daily excreised in tyranny, cannot ut
be statnped by it with odious peculiarities. The man must
be a prodigy who can retain his manners and morals unde-
praved by such circumstances.”

CHAPTER V1.

ISAIAH.

God commands the oppressor most explicitly to let the
oppressed go free.

l. Cease to do evi]; learn to do well; seck judo-
ment, relieve the oppressed; judge the fatherless;
nlead for the widow. Isa. 1, 16.

2. For the vineyuard of the Lonrp of hosts is the
house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleas-
ant plant; and he lnoked for judgment, but behold
oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry.

iy

Isa. v, 7.
3. Thercfore the Lonrp shall have no joy in their

young men, neither shall have mercy on their
fatherless and widows: for every oneis a hypocrite
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ahd an evil doer, and every mouth speaketh folly:
Isa. 1x, 17.

4. And they shall take them captives whose cap-
tives they were, and they shall rule over their op:
pressors. And it shall come to pass in the day that
the Logbp shall give thee rest from thy sorrow, and
from thy fear, and from the hard bondage wherein
thou wast made to serve. Isa, xiv, 2.

5. For they shall cry unto the Lorn, because of
the oppressors, and he shall send them a Saviour,
and a great one, and he shall deliver them. Isa.
x1ix, 20.

6. Wherefore thus saith the Holy One of Israel,
Because ye despise this word, and trust in oppres-
sion and perverseness, and stay thercon; therefore
this iniquity shall be to you as a breach ready to
fall, swelling out ina high wall, whose breaking
cometh suddenly at ad instant.  Isa. xxx, 12,

7. He that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that
shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stop-
peth his ears from heaning of blood, and shutteth
his eyes from seeing evily he sha:l dwell on high;
his place of defence shall be the muniiions of rocks;
bread shall be given him, his waters shall be sure.
Isa. xxxin, 135,

8. I have raised hun up in richteousness, and 1
will direet all his ways; he shall build my city, and

7.



P PESTIMONY OF GOD

he shall let go my captives; not for price nor re
ward, saith the Lord of hosts. Isa. xlv, 13.

9. Thus saith thy Lord the Lonrp, and thy CGod
that pleadeth the cause of his people, Behold, I have
taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, cven
the dregs of the cup of my fury:—but I will put
it into the hand of them that aflict thee; which
have said to thy soul, bow down, that we may go
over; and thou hast laid thy body as the ground,
and as the street to thein that went over. s
li, 22.

10. Cry aloud, spare not; lift up thy voice like
o trumpet, and show my people their transgression,
and the house of Jacob, their sins,  Isa, Iviig, 1,

11. Isnot this the fast that 1 have thosen? to
looze the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy
hurdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that
ye break every yoke?  lIsa. Iviig, 0.

12, Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and
that thou bning the poor that are cast out, to thy
house? when thou seest the naked, that thiou cover
him; and that thou hide not thyself {rom thine own
Resh? Isa. lviny, 7.

13. Then shall thy light break forth as the
morning, and thine health shall bring forth speed-
ily: and thy nghteousness shall go before thee,
the glory of the Lord shall be thy rearward.  Isa

tvili, 8.
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14. Then shalt thou call, and the Lorp shall
nnswer; thou shall cry, and he shall say, Here 1
am. If thoun take away from the midst of thee the
yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and speaking
vanity. Isa, lvi, 8.

5. And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry,
and satisfy the afllicted soul; then shall thy light
rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noon-
day. lsa. lvii, 10,

[6. Aund the Liorp shall guude thee continually,
and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy
bones; amd thon shalt be like a watered garden,
and like a spring of water, whuse waters fail not.
Isa. lvin, 11,

17. And they that shall be of thee shall build
the olil waste places; thou shalt raise up the foun-
dations of many generations; and thou shalt be
cilled the Repairer of the breach, the Restorer of
paths to dwell n.  Isa. Ivii, {2,

18. For your hands are detiled with blood, and
your fingers with iniquity; vour hips have spoken
lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness. Isa,
lix, .

[9. Their feet run to do evil, and they make haste
to shed innocent blood ; their thoughts are thoughts
of iniquity, wasting and destructton are in their
paths, ‘The way of peace they know not; and

there is no judrinent in their goings, they have
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made them crooked paths; whosoever goeth thetein
shall vot know peace. [Isa. lix, 7

20. Therefore 1s judzment far froin us, neither
doth justice overtake us; we weit for licht, but
behold obscurity; for lmwhme..,.., but we walk in

darkness. Isa. lix, 9.

21. For our transgressions are multiplied before
thee, and onr sins testify against us; — in transgress
sing and lyine against the Lorp, and departing
away from our God, speaking oppression and revolt,
conceiving and uttering from the heart words of
falsehootl Isn. lix, 12,

22, And judgment is turned awny backward,
and justice standeth afar off; for truth 1s fallen in
the street, and equity cannot enter. Yea, truth
futleth; and he that departeth fram evil waketh
-himnsell a prey; and the Lorp saw it, and it dis-
pleased hun, and there was no judement. Isa.
lix, 14.

23. Cast ye up, cast ve up, prepare the way, take
up the stumbling-block out of the way of wy peo-
ple. Isa. lvi, 14,

NOTES ON CHAPTER VII.

1. Cease {0 do evil.

And when this simple command of God is obeyed, slavery
in all its forms will bave been banished from the rearth,
The right of property in the souls and bodies of the human
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species, will have ceased forever. But, alas! how many
frightful bug-bears have been conjured up in the imagina-
tiens of men, against an immediate compliance with this
command of God! To substitute, for the present authority
of the “slave-master,” a system of legal restraint, which
should be adequately and tinpartially administered upon the
alave population of this land, and to maintain such a system
of laws by police regulations, as severe asthe case might
require, would, in the opinions of not a few, dissolve the
unity of this nation! To abolish tyranny immediately, and
establish law to eupersede the right of the private master to
use the club, and the cowhide,~—1to make z magistrate, in-
stead of the irresponsible master, the judge of what consti-
tutes an offence, and to Jet an impartially-chosen jury judge
whether such offence has been committed, would, in the
Jears of many, be the greatest curse which could come upon
the nation! And yet, this is all that 13 meant by immediate
abolition.

3. A4 hypocrite.

Such, many, if not most of the persons who do not profess
the Christian name, believe the generality of slaveholding
Christians to be; and that there is a manifest and glaring
inconsistoncy in the conduct of those Christians and Chris-
tian ministers, who give their support to the slave.system,
all persons know who have reflected at all upon the subject.

4. Tuke them captives whose captives they were,

This was fulfilled in the restoration of the Jews from their
state of captivity, when they took their enemies captives
who had held them in bondage. So God has often caused
the scales to turn in favor of the oppressed. The principles
by which he governs the world are immutably the same ; he
may do this again.

G. Because yc despise this word, and trust in oppression.

And is it not true to tho very letter of this passage, that
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the enslavers both at the Narth and the South. in this land,
do despise every effort which has been made to rid the coun.
try of slavery  Dathey not trust in oppression, and appeal
to the laws by which they oppress the slaves, to prove their
“rights,” and to show how secure they are in the enjoy-
ment of them ?  And it we may believe the truth set forthn
this text, can we suppose that such are exposed to no dunger,
wiile in such a course of conduct?

8. And ke shall let go my captives, not for price nor

reward,

This evidently refers te Cyrus, the Fersian king, whom
God nminde a special agent for the liberation of the Jews from
their Babylonian eaptivity.  When he had captitred the eity,
he let the Jews go free, without any price ot rewcard; but
cerfainly there wonld have been a thousand times more jus-
tice in his detnanding a price for theie liberation, than there is
in the domand which the enslavers of this country make, for
the freedom of these who have been Iaboring for their gnod,
ever since they were born,  1f justice in the latter case nere
Lo be done, the slaves would not only have their {reedom
restored to them, of which they bave been so unjustly de-
prived, but they would also receive a large price, not as a
gift, indeed, Lut as a just debt for their long and arduous
labors, and for the wrongs and sufferings which they have

endured.

10, Spare not.
It is certainly painful to any sincere Christian, to feel him.

self under the necessity of repraving anothier fur ain 3 but it
is, nevertheless, a necessity which every faithiul Christian
will hear rather than sin himsclf agninst God and the souls
of higs fellow men. [t is God whn has said, —~ Thou shalt in
anypcise rehuke thy neighbor, and not suffer sin upon hem g
or a8 the margin reads, that thou bear not sin for him. Lev.
xix, 19. Ile that sces his brother sin, and neglcets, through
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fear. ot a {alae view of things, to reprove him, in a suitable
wAay for if, becumies, thereby, in a measure, responsible for
the sin of lus neiphbor, and bhe siny bunself wareover in diy
obeviag the above command of God.

V1. Let thr npprrs.trd #n_frrr_

On this passage, the learned and pions Do AL Clatke,
wakes the following retonrks : —* How can any nation pretend
to fast or to worship God at all, or dare to profess that they
believe in the existenee of such n Being, while they carry on
what 18 called the slare<frade ; snd Gatfic in the souls, bluod,
and bodies of men! O ve mnost flagitions of Kvavis, and
worst of wyrocuires, cast off at onre the mausk of relinion
and deepen not your endless perdition by protessing the faith
of our Lord Jesus Christ, whilst ve continue in tins tathie !”

The trade heve spohen of,| is carried on now, aw 1t has been
fur vears past in this country, and thousands un thoustads of
men, wansent and children are every vear beught and sold in
this Christian land !

16, The Lord shall guide thee continnally,

Let the reader obiserve how mwany heavenly and mest en.
conraging proises are held out o this and the four preced.
ing verses, to such as comply with Ged’s command concern.
ing such us they now hold in bondage.,  What a pity that
any Christian shoald lack faith to yvield a ready obedience to
Ged's word, and clain their present fuifilhuent:

19. The old wasie pluaces.

That there are such places in the slave States, places
which are made waste by the slavesyae v, the following
extract will prove. 1t is fiom a speech delivered n the
houre of Virginia delegates, Jan, VL 1532, by Thomas Mar.
shall, I‘:-Il.

“Wherefore then objeet tashavery 7 Becanse wtas ruenous
to the whites — retands improveient ~— toots ont an mdustri.
ous populntion— banishes the yeomanry ot the country ~
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deprives tho spinner, the weaver, the smitl, the earpeuter of
employment and support, ‘The evil admits of so teunby.
It iz increasing, and will continue to inerease, nntil the
whole country will beinondated with one black wasve, cover-
ing its whole extent, with here and there a few white faces,
floating on its surfice. The master has no eapital hut what
18 vested in human fleshs the father, instead of being richer
for his sons, i3 at a luss to provide for them, There is no
diversity of occupaliony, no incentives to enterprize.  Lahor
of every species is digreputable, because performed mostly
by slaves, Our towns are sftationary, our villages almost
everywhere declinmg ; and the seneral aspeet of the coun.
try marks the curse of o wasteful, idle, rechless population,
wh” have no interest in the soil, and eare vot how muelh it is
mmpoverished.  Public improvements are neglected s and the
entire cantinent doos not present a region fur which uature
hins dane <o mueh, and art so little,”

12, Yuur honds are defiled weith blood.,

 ow trae to the very letter, this and some of the followmg
verses doscribe the conduct of many in thece Umited Stales,
the following testimonies will show s they are from seores of
the kind which mirht be adduced.

“ The Winchester (Vi) Republican, has an interesting
narrative of a case of Lidaapping, in wineh 1 woman was
rescued, thougly the swretely who sold her 1o g trader in ha.
man flesh escaped.  Dealine in slaves has beeowe a lurge
business.  Bstablishments are made at several places in
Maryland and Virginia, at which they are sold like cattie,
‘T'hese places of depusit aze strongly tilt, and well supplied
with frpn thumb-sercies and gags, and orpamented with core.
skins, und other whipy, oftentuney #: anpy, But the laws of
theso States permit the traffie, aud it is sutfered,” — Nle's
fieekly Register for 182,

“ To envmerate all the horrid uod aggravating instences
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of men-stealing, which are known to have occurred in the
State of Delaware, within the recollection of many of the
citivens of that State, would require a volume, In many
cases, whole familics of free colored people have Leen at.
tacked in the night, beaten nearly to death with clubs,
aazaed and bound, and dragged into distant and hopeless
slavery, leaving no traces behind, except the sroop from
their wounds.

“The tngenuity and stratagems cmployed by kidnappers
in effectine their designs, are such as to prove that the most
consummate cunaing i3 no evidence of wisdom or moral
purity, nor incompatible with the most consummate villainy,
A monster in human shape was detected in Philadelpha,
pursuing the oceupation of courting and marrying mulatto
wamen, and geiling them as slaves,

“ From the best information that 1 have had opportunities
lo colleet, b am {ully convinced that there are at this time,
within the jutisdiction of the United States, sezeral thousands
of legally frec people of color, toiling under the yoke of invol.
untary servitude, and transmitling the same fate to their pos-
terity.” — Portravturc of Dom. Slav. §-¢. by Dr. J. Torry.

2, Maleth nmself o prey.

It is s comman tor men wenerally to practice iniquity,
that he whe repents and torsakes ity heeomes a prey, a2 by-
word, and a reproach amone hig neighbors. The Rev. J, D,
Paxton, formerly minister of a congregation at Cumberland,
Va. in right of his wite, was a slavehalder. Bat having with
his pious companion become convineed of the sin of enslav-
ing the human speeies, he repented of his error, and set his
slaves free.  He very soon after become a prey to tho illawill
of those whose sins hiz condurt reproved, and was accord-
ingly reproached and dismissed {rom his people.

A writer in the Christian Advocateand Journalya religious
saper published at New-York, stated, not long since, that the

.y
"~
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Rev. Dr. Coke, one of the first bishops of the Methodist
Episcopal church, said and preached so much against the
gin of slavery, at the South, that it was thirty years before
tho enslavers, whom it itritated, ceased to reproach the Dr.
and the people with whom lic was connected, on this account !
This was said to show the Zmpolicy of preaching against
slavery, at the present day !

CHAPTER VIIEL.

JEREMIAH.

God has pronounced the bitterest of woves upon alf
such as are concerned wn slealing men, — and
upon all such as usc the lahors of their species

without wages.

1. For among my people are found wicked men;
they lay wait, as he that cetteth snares; they sot a
trap, they catch men. Jer. v, 20.

2. They are waxen fat, they shine; vea, they
overpass the deeds of the wicked; they judge not
the cause, the cause of the fatherless, yet they
prosper; and the right of the needy do they not

judge. Jer. v, 28.
3. For if ye thoroughly amend your ways, and
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yaur doings; 1f ye thoroughly execute judgment
between a man and his peighbor; if ye oppress not
the stranger, the fatherless and the widow, and
shed not innocent blood in this place; then will I
cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that J
gave 1o your fathers, forever and ever. Jer. vii 5.

4. Oh that my head were waters, and mine ¢yes
a fountain of tears, that J micht weep day and
night for the slain of the daughter of my people.
Oh that 1 wmight leave my people, and go {rom
themn? for they be all adulterers, an assembly of
trcacherous men. Jer ix, 1.

5. Thussaith the L.orp, Execute judgment in the
morning, and deliver him that is spoiled out of the
hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go out like fire,
and burn that none can quench it, because of the
evil of your doings. Jer. xxi, 12.

6. Thus saith the Lorp, Exccute ye judgment
and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of
the hand of the oppressor; and do no wrong, do
no violence to the stranger, the fatherless nor the
widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place.
Jer. xxit, 3.

7. Woe unto humn that buildeth his house by un-
vichtecousness, and his chambers by wrong; that
useth his neighbor's zervice without wages, and
eriveth him not for his work.  Jer. xxn, 13,

8. But thine eves and thine heart are not but
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for thy covetousness, and for to shed mnacom bieod,
and for oppression, and for violence w0 do. Jer,
xxiy, 17

0. And ve shall seck me, and find me, when ye
shall search for me with all vour heait.  And 1
will be found of you saith the Lorp; and | will
turn away your capuivity, and 1 will eather yon
fram all the nations, and from all the places whither
i have driven you, saith the Lonrp,  Jer. xxix, 13.

10. Now when all the princes and all the people
which had entered into the covenant, heard that
every one should let his mansservant, and every one
his maud-servant go free, that none should serve
themselves of them any more, then they obeyed
and let them o, Jer, xxxiv, 10,

11, DBut afterward theyv turned, and caused the
servants and the handmaids, whomn they had let go
free, to return, and broueht them nto subjection for
servants and for handiaids,  Jer, xxxiv, {1,

12. Therefore thas sath the Loy ve have not
hearkened unto e, in proclaiming liberty, every
one to his brother, and every man to his neighbor
behold I prochum a liberty for vou siath the Tonrp,
o the sword, to the pestilence, and 10 the fawmine.
Jor, xxxiv, 17,

13, T'hius saith the Towp of hests T he ehitldyen
of Israel, and the children of Judah were oppressed

together: and all that ook them captives held them
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{ast; they refused to let them go. Their Redeemer
ts sttong; the Liorp of hosts 1s his name; he shall

o)

thoroughly plead their canse, that he may give rest
to the land.  Jer. |, 353 — 34.

NOTES ON CHAPTER VIIL

1. They set a trap ; they catch men,

The Rev. G. Bourne, who resided some time in Virginia,
remarks concerning the “ man catchers ' and their “traps™
in this country as follows :

“ Nothing 18 more common than for two of these white
partners in iniquity, Satan-like, to start upon the prowl,
and if they find a free man upon the road, to demand his
certificate, (n certain writing which all free colored people
at the South must have with them, or be deemad and taken
fur slaves) tear it in pieces or seerete it, tic him to one of
their horses, hurey to some jail, whilo onc whips the citizen
along us fast ar their horses ean travel,  There, by an under-
standing with the jailor, who sytanes in the gpoil, all possi-
Lility of intercourse with his friends iscut off. At the earliest
possiblo period, the captive is sold to pay the felonious claims
of the law, braught through jugglery by this trio of man-
stealers; and then transferied to some of their accomplices
in iniquity, who fill every part of’ the Svuthern States with
fraud, rapine and blood.”

Dr. Torry, belore mentioned, describes another kind of
“trap " by which thousands of poor souls have been ¢ caught”
in this land of Christinns; he says:— ¢ They have lately,
(this was in 1817,) tnvented a inethed of attaining their ob-
jects through the nstrumentality of the laws. Having se-
lected o suitable free colored person, to made a pitch upon,

Sﬁ
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tho conjuring kidnapper eroploys n confederate, to nscertnin
the distinguishing marks of }is body, and then claims and
obtains him as a slave, belore n magistrate, by deseribing
those marks, and proving the truth of s assertions by his
well instructed accomplice.™

And liere is another; it is given by a tember of the Lane
Seminary, and it may be relied upon us a correct rejresenta-
tion of scores of similar “ traps ' which aro set in any
other parts of the nation. lle says:—

“A member of this institution, 1ecently visiting among
the colored people of Cincinnati, entered a house where way
a mother and her Jittle son, The wretched appearance of
the house induced the visiter to suppose that the husband of
the woman must be a drunkard.  §le inguired of the boy,
wlio was about two or three years old, where his futher was?
e replied, ¢ Papa stole,'  The visiter secmed not to under-
stand, and, turning to the mother, said, ¢ what does he mean?
She thien relvied the following eircamstances, About two
years ago, one evening her hushand waxsitting in the house,
wlicn two men catne in, and professing great friendship, per-
suaded him, under some “pretencs, to go on board a steans.
boat, then lying at the dock, and hound down the river
Afler some hesitation he consented to go.  She heatd nothing
from him afler this, for more than a year, but suppesed he

I Y,

had been kidnapped.  in the spring of 1833, D, ——n, of
Cincinnatt, saw him and recognized him, in o drove of slaves

at Natchez, Miss,, and in a conversation which he held with
kim, he learned that the negro had been driven about from
place to place, since he was decoyed from liome, by the ¢ soul-
drivers,” had been bought and sold two ur three tunes, and
once had been hnnured within the walls of o juil for safo
keeping.””  And see the 18ih note in the preceding chapter,
where other kinds of ¢ man-traps® are deseribed, and by
which the free and unoffending citizens of this Republic are
caught and ensluped.
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4. They be all adulterers,

And in view of the crimes of this nature, which are fostered,
legalized, and perpetuated by the slave-system, with what
propricty may one adopt the language of this teat ! Take
the following as evidenco upon this point; in reading these
facts, the render will see, perhaps, the reasons why we ure so
often desired by the pro-sluvery party not to touch this < deli-
cate subject.”’

v "T'here is one feature of this nefarious teatlie, (the Pomes.
tic Stave ‘T'radz} which no motives of delicacy can induce me
to omit mentioming.  Fhall we conceual the truth, beenuse 1ts
revelation will shoek the finer sensihihities of the souvl, when
by such concealment we shut out ail hope of remedying an
evil which doeis to a dishonored life and to o hopeless death
thousands of the females of our country 2 Is this wice? 15
it prudent? s st pight 2 1 allude to the fact that large
nutnbers of fetsale mulattoes are annually brought up, and
carried down to our southern cities, and sold at enormous pri-
ces for purposes of private prostitution,  "Phis 1s a fiet of uni.
versal notoriety in the south-western States, It s known to
every souladviver in the nation,  And s it so bad that Chiis-
tinns may ot know it, and, knowing at, apply the remedy ?
tu the consunmation of this numeless abommation, threats and
the lush come in, where hind pronases and money ful. And
will not the mothers of Ameriea feel in view of these facts?
[ 1], B. Stanton.]

“'T'he law does not recognize warnages among slaves, so
as to clothe them with the rights and immuonities, which are
givent o this State, wmong eitizens, The owner of either
party may, the nest dayo or hour, break up the connection in
any way he pleases, I fict, these eeancetions huve no pro-
tection, and are so often roken up by =ales, dud trunsters, und
rentovals, that they are by the slaves often called * taking up
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together.” The sense of marringe fidelity must be greatly
weakened, If not wholly destroyed by such a state of things.
‘The eftect is most disastrous.

‘¢ But there are other circumstances which deserve our no-
tice. What effect 13 likely to be produced on the morals of
the whites, from having about them, and under their absolute
authority, female slaves who are deprived of the strongest
motives to purity and exposed to peculiar temptations to op-
posite conduct ! 'The condition of female slaves is such, that
promiscs and threatenings and management can hardly fail to
conquer themn. They are entircly dependent on their master.
They have no way to make a shilling to procure any article
they need.  Like all poor people, they are fond of finery, and
wish to imitate those who are above them. What, now, are
not presents and kind treatment likely to effect on such per-
gons?  And the fact that their children, should they have any
through such intercourse, may expect better treatinent from so
necr relations, may have its influence. That the vice prevails
to a most shameful estent, is proved from the rapid increase of
mulattoes,  Oh, how many have fullen before this temptation ;
so many, that it hae almost ceased to be a shame to fall ! O,
how many parents may trace the impiety and licentiousness
and shame of their prodizal sons, to the temptations found in
the female slaves of their own or their neighbors® houscholds !
And many a lovely and excellent woman, confiding 1 vows of
affection and fidelity, trusting to her power over her devoted
lover, has, after uniting her fute with his, and giving him all
that & woman has to give, found, when too late, how incorrig.
ible are those habits of roving desire formed in youth and
kept alive by the temptations and facilities of the slave system.

“ Now, when we read the repeated declarations, that ¢ for-
nicators and adullerers shall not niherit the kingdom of
God,’ and cull to mind the teachings of our Lord, that all in-
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tercourse hetween the sexes, except what takes place between
one man and one woman in marriage finth, wnounts to those
erines 3 how can we, as believers in Chiristianity, uphold a
system which presents this temptation both 1o the bond and
free, and yet escape a participation in the guilt? 7’ — [ Rew. J.
. Paxton.]

“ Again, slaves, in consequence of the manner in whickh
they are raised, are generally prone to vicious indulgencies,
and many of them are exceedingly proflizute ; their taster’s
children often mingle with them, and not only witness their
vicious practices, but also listen to their lascivious conversa-
tion, and thus from infuncy they become fumiliar with alinost
everything wicked and obscene.  And this, in connection
with easy aceess, becomes a strong temptation to lewdness,
Henee it often happens that the master’s children practice the
same vices which prevail among his slaves; and even the
master himself is hable to be overwhelmed by the floods of
templation.  And in soms instances the futher and his sons
are involved in one comton ruin ; nor do the daughters al-
ways esciape this impetuous fountamn of pollution.  Were it
necessary, 1 could refer vou to several instances of slaves ae-
tually seducing the daughters of thetr masters ! Such seduc-
tions sumetimes happen, even in the most respectable slaves
holding famities.” — [ Rev. John Rankin. ]

Ohher testimonies of a sumilar kind, and from the most
credible persons residing i the slave States, might be given,
were it necessary.  Perhaps the reader is aware how often
we have been told, by the pro.slavery pasty, that, to abolish
the slave system, would lead to an amalgiumation of the whites
and blacka of this country ! The persons who muke the
nhove ohjection, however, against the anti-slavery movenients
of the present day, do not scem to feel any great refgnanco
peainst the ¢ wunlganation ' deseribed in the abeve extracts,
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which now prevails to such an glarming and disgraceful extent
6t the south and west.

7. Woe unto him, that useth his neighbor’s services
without wages.

And how could there be a more faithful deseription of the
slave-holding which prevails in this country, than is found in
this passage of Scripture ?  Nor does it invalidate this remark,
to say that the prophet did not have this system in his mind
when he utiered these words ¢ who knows that he did not?
The truth is, there is not one sin of any kind, committed at
the present day, which is more directly and explicitly deseribed
in the language of the Bible, than the sin of slave-holding
is in this text j—notone !  Who builds his house by wrong,
by the fruits of another’s labor ? — the enslaver of the hu-
man species.  TPho uses his neighbor's services without
giving him wages in return? Who compels his neighbor
to toil from day to day, and from yesar to yecar, without giving
him wages for his work? —the sLAVE-HoLDER! And,
reader, what does the infinite God say concerning such in this

foxt?
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CHAPTER IX.

EZEKIEL - DANIEL ~ HHOSEA — JOEL — AMOS — JO-
NAH —MICAH — NAHUM — HABAKRKUK — ZECH-
ARIAH — AND MALACIIL

Various features of the slave-system, most aptly de-
scribed inthe language of the Bible.

I. Thus saith the Lorp God, Woe to the women
that sew pillows to all arm-holes, and make kerchiefs
upon the head of every stature to hunt souls!t Will
ye hunt the souls of my people, —and wiit ye pol-
Jute me among my people, for handsful of barley

and for pieces of biread, to slay the souls that should
not die, and to save the souls alive that should not

live, by your lying to my people, that hear your.lies 7
Ezek. xiii, 18.

2. 1f a man be just — and hath not oppressed any,
but hath restored to the debilor his pledge, hatl,
spotled none by violence, hath given s Lread to the
hungry, and hath covered the naked witha carment;
hath execated true judgment between man and man,
he shall surety live, saith the Lorp God, LEazek.

X’fiii, 5 ""‘""'9-
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3. Her princes in the midst thereof are like
wolves ravening the prey, to shed bBlood, and 10 dos
stroy sonls, to get dishorest gain, Tzek. xxii, 27.

1. And her praphets have danbed them with un-
tempered mortar, sceing vanity, and divining lies
unto them, saying, T'hus saith the Lorp God, when
the Loxp hath not spoken.  Ezck. xxii, 28,

5. "Che prople of the land have used oppression,
and exerciged robbery, and have vexed the poor and
needy ; yvea, they have oppressed the stranger wrong-
fully. Izek. xxi, 29.

6. They traded the persons of men, and vessels of
brass in thy market. Ezek. xxvii, 15.

7. Break offl thy sins by righteousness, and thine
intquitics by showing mercy to the poor.  Dan, iv,
R7.

8. lle is a merchant, the balances of deceit are 1
his band, he loveth to oppress, Hos, xii, 7.

9. Aud they cast lots for my people; and have
given a boy fuor an harot, and sold a gul for wine,
that they rughtdrink,  Joel 111, 3.

10. T'he children also of Judah, and the children
of Jerusnlem have ye sold unto the Crectans, that
ye might remove thiem far tresn theirborder. Beholdd,
[ will raise them out of the iace whithier ye have
ol them, and will return your recompense upoen
your own head,  Joel 11, .

11 Thus saith the Lown, for threc transgicssions
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of Lsrael, and for four, [ will not tuis away the punishs
tnent thereof, bicanse they sold the righteous for sil-
ver, and the poor for a pair of shoes; and 2 man and
his futher will go in unto the same mwaid, to profane
my hely name. Awmos iy 6.

12 Let man and beast be covered with sackeioth,
and cry mighitly unto God § yen, let them turn every
one fromn his evil wav, and from the violenice that is
in their hands} who can tcli if God will turn and
repent, and turn away from his ficree anger, that we
perish not?  Jonah i, £,

13. He hath showed thee, ) man, what is good:
and what doth the Lonrp require of thee, but to do
fustly, and to love mercy, and 10 walk humbly with
thy God?  Mic, vi, &,

14. Wore 10 the bloody city ! it is all full of lies
and robberies; the prey departeth not; the noise of
n whip, — beeause of the multitude of the whore:
doms of the well-favored harlot, the mistress of
witcherafts, that selleth nations through her whore-
doms, and fumilies through her witcherafts.  Na. i,
P — 4.

15. Therefore the law s slacked, and judgment
doth never e forth ;) for the wiclkied doth compass
ao mt the'riehteous ) therefore wrong judginent pro-
coedeth.  Habo, 4,

16 Thus sath the Lowvp my God: Feed the
tlock of the slavghter, whose pussessuis slay them,

0
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and hold themscives not guilty: and they that sell
them say, Blessed be the iLorv, for I am neh; and
their own shepherds pity them not.  Ziec. xi, 4.

17. Have we not all one father? hath not one
God created us? Why e we deal treacherously
every man against his brother, by profaning the
covenant of our fathers?  Mal, i, 10,

18. And 1 will come near to you w judgment;
and I will be a swift witness agqinst the sorcerers,
and aganst the adulterers, and against false swear.
ers, and against those that oppress the hireliner in his
wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that tum
aside the stranger from his riecht, and fear not my,
saith the Lorp of hosts.  Mal. 1, 5.

NOTES ON CIIAPTER IX.

1. W7 ye hunt the souls of my people?

A negro hunt is a common occurrence in the slave Statea.
** When negroes mun away from the happiness which their
masters say they enjoy at home, a hunt is immediately set on
foot. In the pursuit, with dogs and guns, there appeurs to be
not the least hesitation in shooting the fugitives, or tearing
them in pieces 1 recollect an eatract from a private letter
written near Edenton, N. (., two or three years ago, (before
the Sauthampton nsurrection) which, among other matters of
no great moment, mentioned that they bad had ¢ greaf negro
shooting lately.” 1 -have heurd of shooting negroes from
trees with as little concern, and apparently with ar keen a zest,
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srn sportstnuan drops a squirrel or = quail.” — [ D, L,
f5q.)
Jecastopally armed parties of shites go in pursuit of

m, whs make no sceret of their deterinination to shoot

own all that refuse to surrender — which they sometimes do.
In one instance, a negro who was closely pursued, instead of
heeding the order to surrender, waded into a shallow pond,
beyond the reach of his pursuers; refusing still to yield, he
was shot through the heart by one of the party. This oc-
curred near Nutchez, but no notice waus taken of it by the civil
nuthorities § but in this they were consistent, for the city pa-
troles, or night-watch are ailowed to do the same thing with
impunity, though it is authorized by no law,

‘“ Another mode of capturing run-aways, is by blood-hounds;
this [ hope is rarely done.  An instance was related to me in
Clairborne county, Miss. A runaway was heard about the
house in the night, The hound was put upon his track, and
i the morning was found watching the dead body of the pe-
gro. 'The dogs are trained to this service while young, A
negro 13 directed to go into the woods, and secure himself upon
a tree.  When sutficient titne has been allowed for doing this,
the hound is put upon his track, "The blacks, also, are com-
peiled to worry the hounds, till they inake them their implaca-
ble enemies 3 and it is ¢nnunon to meet with dogs which will
take no notice of whites, though entire strangers, but will suf’
fer no black, besides the house servants, to enter the yard.
Captured slaves are confined in jail till claimed by their otwn-
ers. 1T they are not claimed within the time prescribed by
Inw, they are sold at public sule, and in the mean time are
employed as seavengers, with a heavy ball and chain fastened
to one of their ancles,” — [A. 8, Record for Mareh, 1835.]

2. Hath spoiled none by violence, .

How often are wo told that the slaves of this country are



Q4 TESTIMONY OF GOD

o ignorant and degraded, that they are incapalie of taking
care of themselves. RBut how came they thus ignorant and
degraded?  1as the great God created a rvace of hnman be-
ings, and made them incapable of taking care of themsulves?
I not, who hus spoiled these human intelligences of that ea-
pacity 2 Who prevents their instruction? Who takes the
fruit of their labors?  And will a system which spoils millions
of men, women and children in this way, regenerate itself and
restore what it has so wickedly taken away? Or will those
who in any way uphold this system, be the prrsons to fit the
slaves for their liberty? And how will they do this while
they countenance and uphold slavery ?

3. To shed blood and to destroy souls.

It is stated in the preambie to some resolutions introduced
by Mr. Miner to the House of Reprerontatives, in 1829, that
‘¢ Officers of the federal government have been employed, and
derive emoluments from carrying on the Domestic Slave-
Trade.”’ Indeed, the princes of this land are at the head of
the slave-system.

* Droves of slaves are purchased by members of Congress,
and conducted by themselves in person or by proxy, to their
quarters. An honorable senator hnuas been seen, several hun-
dred miles from Washington, conveying a Lot of slaves, par-
chased during his officinl attendance in that city, almost to the
very doors of the huts intended for their residence.”’ — [ Let-
ter of J. G. Birney, Esq.)

4. Her prophets have daubed them.

And whether those ministers of this land, who attempt to
justify the system of slave-holding from the Secriptures, do wot
imitate the conduct of the prophets mentioned in this text, let
the reader judge. A svAvE-woLbDING preacher! There
i3, certainly, something indescribably repulsive in the thought
of joining these two employments together!  And how would
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the idea strike the reader, to contemplate Jesus Christ as an
enslaver of the human epecies 2 Tow would it sound in the
ear of a Christian, at this age of the world, to speak of St
Paul as a *“ soul-driver,” or a < slave-holder?

d. The people of this land have used oppression.

And what wonder iy it, if the people become oppressors,
when their rulers and their ministers set them the example?

6. Traded the persons of men.

This was their sin j they made merchandize of the souls
ind bodies of men, the same as many do now !

9, Cuast lots for my people.

How aptly this passage of Scripture describes a part of the
slava-system in this fand, the following extract will show, It
ts from the Pleture of Slavery in the United States, by the
Rev., Mr. Dourne, before referred to 1o accounting for the
very great nanber of nalattoes which aay be found upon sotne
of the plantations at 1he south, whom he saw, he says: —
v According o my companion’s account, (a gentleman with
whomn he was travelling in Virginia,) there was o regulur sys-
tein established, by which it was sciurcely possibile for a child
to be horn without having svme approximation to white, beyond
that of the darkest of its generations ;3 and that, bewween the
owaer of the plantation and his bovs; and the overseer and
his son, and their other antilieors, he presumed that svoen he
would not hiive one black persen upon the plantation.”  So
trie it is, thiat esery abhomination which wis ever practiced
among men, is sow fostered and perpetuated by the slave-

sy stew !
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CHAPTER X.

JESUS CHRIST.

Our blessed Saviour did as really describe and con-
demn the sin of slave-ho!ding, as he did the sin of
any other practice to which men arc now addicted,

[. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain
mercy. Matt. v, 7.

2. Blessed are ye when men shall revile you and
persecute you, and say all manner of evil wgainst
you falsely, for my sake. Matt. v, 11,

3. Whosoever, therefore, shall break oue of these
least commandments, aud shall teach men so, he
shall be called the least in the kingdom of Heaven;
but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same
shall be calied great i the kingdom of IHeaven,
Matt. v, 19.

4. 'T'herefore, if thou bring thy gift te the altar,
and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught
against thee, leave there thy gift before the alar,
and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother,
and then come and offer thy ;ft. Mat, v, 23,

. Love your enemies, bless them that curse you,
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uo good o them that hate you, and pray for them
that despitefully use you, and persecute you, Matt.
v, 44. |

6. Thercfore, all things whatsocver ye would that
men should do to you, do ye¢ even so to them, for
this 1s the law and the prophets.  Matt. vii, 12,

7. Go yc and learn what that meaneth, L will
have mercy and not sacrifice.  Matt, 1x, 13.

8. Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind. 'Fhisis the first and great
commandinent.  And the second is hike unto it
I'hou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.  Matt.
AN, o7,

9 Woe unto vou, scribes amd Pharisces, hypo-
crites! for ye pav tithe of mint, and anise, and
cutnmin, and have omitted the weightier matters of
the law, Judgment, mercy, and fuith; these ought
ve to have done, and not 1o leave th:e other undone.
Matt, xxu, 23.

1, Then shall they also answer him, saying,
Lord, when saw we thee a hungered, or athirst, or a
strancer, or naked, or sick, or m prison, and did not
minister unto thee?  Then shall he answer them
saving, Verly, 1 say unto you, Inasinuch as ve dud
it not to one of the least of these, ve did 1t not to
me, Matt, xxv, 44 :

11, ‘I'he Sputt of the Lord is upon me, because
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he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor;
he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, 1o preach
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight
to the blind, to set at hiberty them that are bruised,
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. Luke
1v, 18.

12. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also
s merciful.  Luke vi, 36.

13. Take head and beware of covetousness; fora
man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the
things which he possesseth, Luke xii, 15,

14. These things 1 command you, that ve love
one another. John xv, 17. This 1s 1ny conmand-
ment, that ye jove one another, as I have loved you.
John xv, 12,

15. God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Ghost and with power; who went about doing
cood, and healing all that were oppressed of the
devil.  Acts x, 38,

16. Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was
neighbor unto him that fell imong the thieves 2 And
he said, He that showed mercy on him. T'hen said

Jesus unto him, Go and do thou Lkewise. L.nke
x, 30.
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NOTES ON CHAPTER X. ;

1. They shall obtain mercy.

Mercy, {rom wmisericordia ; and this frotn miserans, pi-
tying ; ond cor, the heart ; or miserie cordi, pain of heart. It
rignifies that pain which one feels npon the sight or knowledge
of ancther who is in misery, and which leads him to the use
of suitable means for his relief. How do the euslavers of the
human species show merey toward those whom they deprive
of their libarty, and from whom they kecp back the price of
their labor?  ¢¢ How shalt thou hope for mercy, rendering
none? >’

2. When men shall persecute you.

And does the blessing here pronounced upon the persecuted
authorize another to persecute them ? It certainly does,, if
those precepts which enjoin obedience upon servants, may be
guoted as a justification of the conduct of the enslaver#who
doprive them of their liberty, *

3. Whosoever shall break one of these ecommandments,

‘“ What an awful consideration is this! Ho who by his
mode of acting, speaking, or explaining the word of God,
sets the holy precopt uside, or explains away its force and
meaning, shall be cnlied least, shall have no place in the king-
dom of Christ here, nor in the kingdom of glory above.”
[ Dr. Clarke.]

Let those ministers and membors of Christian churches who
hold their species in bondage, retiect on these fearful words of
unerring truth ; and when they do this, let them remember
how much dependonce is made upon their example, by other
enslavers who do not profiess to love God! And then let
them ask themselves, whether they do not break one of the
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least of God'’s commandments, with regard to the poor und
needy, and whether they do not, in some sense, terch others to
do the same?

4. First be reconciled to thy brother.

And how can a professing Christian be reconciled to a
brotlier whom he violently holds in bonds 2 1low can a be.
liever in the truth of the Bible help remembering, when he
approaches the altar of God in prayer, that every one of his
poor defenceless slaves has aught agaiust him ! He with-
holds from them their liberty, the grentest of all earthiy biess-
ings ; and have they nofhing against him? 1e deprives
thetn of the fruit of their labor; have they nothing aguinst
him? He deprives the parents of their right to their own
ofispring ; have they nothing against him? Ile parts the
wife from her husband, and the husband from his wife ; have
they nothing against him?  He gives his example in support
of i violent nnd most wicked and cruel system of Londage, a
system which perpetuates the horrid traffic in human sonls, in
human flesh and blood ; have they nothing against him?  Has
no slave in this land anything against such a Christion, when
he thus gives his influence to support a systemn which robs and
grinds to the very dust more than two millions of men, wo-
men, and children? A system which shuts from their minds
the lights of science and religion, a system which is made up
of the worst kind of theft, and which defrnuds the poor and
friecndiess, destroyes feminine modesty, and corrupts all classos
in society where it prevails with every shade of vice and irre-
ligion? In a word, if every poor slave in this nation have not
enough, in the sight of God, ngainst every Christiun enslaver
of the huinnn species, to prevent their prayers from being
heard, unless they rzpant, then are these words of God utteily
onll and void, and without meaning to us,

6. Love your cnemies,

This is one of the most sublime and heavenly precepts
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which it was ever made the duty of men to obey ; and by it
man may justify themselves in becoming our enemies in pre-
cisely the snme way that others justify the system of slavery,
by quoting those Scriptures which direct servants to obey their
masters.  And il we nre to love those who are our enemies
and who injure us, how much more should the master love his
slaves, who have been his friends, and who have supported
him in afiluence and case ever since he was born ?

6. Do ye even so to them,

And how counld Christ have expressed himself more directly
against slavery thun he has done in these words. Nor, in-
deed, i3 it easy to conceive that it could have been necessary
for him to do so. even had 1t been possible. It i< true Christ
might have described the sin of slave-holding, and condenmed
it by name 5 aud so he could have described the sin of polig-
amy, and the sin of rum drinking, and the sin of gambling,
with many other sins — hnt this he did not do § and shall we
infer from this that all these sins are allowed by the Son of
Giod ?

Now, does the enslaver of the human species do as he
would be done by, in keeping uis fellow men in bondage ?
And vet, how ofien muct we be told, that *¢ Chrnist never said
pnything  against slavery ! Nothing agamst slavery !
when he has [nid dowa this rule for the conduct of all slave-
holders; — ol thinzs whatsoever ye wonld that men should
do (o you, do ye even so o them!

But surely, nothing can be more evident than that there is
just ax uch in this command against slavery as there ix against
theft, adultery, or murder.

7. Laeill have merey

These words iare quoted fromm E Sam. xv, 32, and 1t wonld
seemt that many, even at this day, hive to learn what they
menn. 'The ovcasion npon whirh tuey were at first spoken,
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shows their meaning to be, thut God prefers an act of morey
shown to his needy creatures, before any act of religious
worrship, to which one might be called at the same time.  In.
deed, the tenor of the whole Bible proves thia 5 and vet, how
many restrain their bowels of mercies towards the necessi-
tous, and then go and worship God, to atone for their guilt in
leaving undone their duty to the poor and needy. 'The fol.
lowing fact may be given as a faint illustration of tho propriety
and conststenty of such n course of condact,

A deaton in a certnin town in New-England went to meet-
ing one Subbath, nnd {eft bis hired man at home ; on returna
ing in the afternoon from the house of God, he found that the
man had not been at the church as he anticipated, bnt had re.
tired to some part of the farm.  'The deacon fmmediately
rommenced searching for him, and on proeeeding to the place
where they had been engaged the day before, in lwming
wood, he found the man seated upon a log near a fire which he
had kindled.  On the deacon’s asking him hotv Le came thus
to abrent himself from meeting, and to break the holv Sab.
bath, he replied as follows: * Why, I only walked ont here,
and seeing the brands seattered around here and theie, | judt
pit them together, and then while they were barning, 1 thonzht
I would «it down and sing a pyalm tune to tuke the fiery el
ofl.”

B. Thow ahalt love Lhy neighbor as thyself.

Do those professing Christinny, do those ministers of 1he
gospel love their neighhors ns themaseives, who have slnves in
their familiea and upon their plantntions, and the profits of
whose labora they have been reaping for vears, and who, at
the siame time, never have furnished these slaves with a Bible,
nor suifered thens tr learn one singley lotter of the alphaber?
Can they, do they fave their neighbore as themselves, while
they withhold from them their liborty, and take fram thein the
friit of their Inbor ?
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It nay be said, we know that the laws prohibit their teach-
ing their slnvos to read the Bible ; but suppose the laws should
forbid their praying for their slaves; or attempting their spirit-
ual instruction in any way?  Whom should we obey, God or
man?  The slave States have just as much right to prohibst,
under the penalties of fine, imprisonment, and death, all
kinds of prayer for the slaves, as they have to prohibit their
instruction in letters, or in a Sabbath school; and every
Christian mizht as consistently vield their support to such a
lusy a8 any do now to those luws wwhich prevent the slaves
from being taught to read the word of God.

9. JAnd have omitted the weightier matters af the law.

'That Inw of God which requires justice between man and
than, and mercy to the distreased ; this law, if obeyed, wonld
at onco and forever annibilate slavery froin our nation and
from the world. Bat alus! how many totally neglect this
law, while at the gamne time they are exceedingly  punctilious
in paying tithe of mint and anise anc cummin 3 nor do they
seem to realize what a draw-back the sin of slave-holding is
upon the virtees of some who might otherwise be whut their

professions would »eem to signify,
10, Ye did it not to ene of the lcast of these my

hrethren.

[Hence, i 1a indisputable, that Christ considers the good or
the evil which ts done unto ove of the least of his followers,
s actunlly done unto himself,  Now suppose for one moment,
that slavery is not an evil ; ruppose 1t is consistent and right
for a Christian to buy and sell men, women, and children, and
hold them ns bhis property.  Is there any professing Cliristian,
or any minister of the gospel who would deal thus .with the
person ol Jesus Christ weie he now hiere upon earth?  low
does it =eeny to the peader, to think of Jesus Chuist set ap at
uuction, bought and sold, yoked with an iron collar, citiined,

)
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scoutged, and driven to work with a ¢lub or cowhide? Dut
this is the kind of treatment which many of his disciples re.
ceive, and this too from those who claim to be their Christian
pastors, and their brethren in the Lord!  And these are they
who tell us, < Christ never said anything against slavery !>?

1. Topreach deliverance to the captives,

Thouzh these words primarily refer to tho spiritual deliver-
ance which the gospel effects for sinners, who have been siaves
to sin, yetitisa fact that the Christian religion daes tend 1o
promote the eivil liberties of all nations where it is permitted
to operate without restraint.  lHence, in about three centuries
after the birth of Christ, sluvery was abiolished throughout the
Roman empire. Christianity has since abolished slavery in
Frunce, Spain, Portugal, Sweden, Denmarlk, P'russin, Austria,
Germany, and throughout the dominions of Great Britain § and
in a word, Jdmerica is the only civilized Christian uation,
where slavery is perinitted to exist ! And yet, we are the
people to reprouch other nations for their tyrannies, and to
boast of our freedom and our republican laws and institutions !

12. The acceptable year of the Lord.

That is, the year of jubilee 5 as the Jews helieved, their
vear of jubilec was typicul of the redemption which was te e
accomplished by the Messiah ; and to this usage among the
Jews the last clause of this text undoubtedly refera,

13. Beware of covelousness.

Beware of an eager, inordinnte desire of that which be-
longs to another.  1f that i3 not covetousness which leads one
to taike possession of the liberty of his innocent fellow crea-
tures, and to use their services without paying them wages for
their labor, whit 13 it? And covetonsness, the apostle inforims
ng, 1s welatry.  Col, i, 95,

14, As I have lorcd you,

And how can the system of siave-holding xtand in the pre-
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sence of these words?  T'his is my commandment, that ye
loce one another as I have loved you. 'That is, you should
love une anoiber as really and as sincerely in your sphere as
I have loved you in mine. It is not doubted but that some
slave-holders may covet the liberty and labor of the slaves
enough to risk their lives in the support of a system by which
they can deprive them of these blessings, but does any en-
slaver love his slaves cnough to luy down his life for him?
Nay, does he love them enough to restore to them those
blessings and rights of wlich he has so unjustly deprived
them?  Let the following fuct speak on this subject: it wus
narrated by the Rev, M, B, Cox, late Missionary to Liberia, in
one of the public papers, soon after the event occurred.

Aficr the insurrection in Southampton, Ya., which took place
a few years ago, a slave-holderwent into the woods in quest of
some of the insurgents, sccompanied by a faithful slave, who
had been the means of saving his life in the time of the mas-
sacre.  After they had been sorie time in the woods, the
stave handed his musket to his master, informing him at the
gamie thine that he could not live a slave any longer, and re-
questing him either to shoot him upon the spot, or set bim free.
'The master took the gun from the hands of the slave, levelled
it at his breast, and shot the faithful negro through the heart.
Thus he was rewarded for his kindness to his muster.

156. Healing all that were oppressed of the deril,

So, it seems, the devil himself is an oppressor, sinners are
hiz sluves ; and, iff we wmay credit the testimony of the Bible on
this point, as well as the confessions of many of his taithful
scrvants, he is o most rigorous and unfeeling soul-driver,

Speakiing on the subject of slavery, the learned and pious
Dr. A. Clarke has eapressed himsell thus 1 — ¢ 1 here regis-
ter iy testimony against the unprineipled, inhaman, anti.
Christian, and diabolical slavedrad:z, with all its authors, pro-
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moters, avettors, and sacrilegious gains, as well as agninat the
great devil, the father of it, and them.”®

Here the devil is put down as the great father of all slave-
holders, slave-dealers, and of all who defend and support the
slave-systern in any way ; and similar language might be
quoted from almost every commentator, and Christinn writer
of any nota who has ever lived.

CHAPTER XI.

8T. PAUL,

The Apostle Paul condemns slavery most cxplicitly,
and shows that slave-holding 1s drrectly opposed
to the spirit and temper of the Christian Religion,

1. Let love be without dissimnulation, Abhor that
which 1s evil; cleave to that which is good. Be
kiadly affectioned one to another, with brotherly
love; in honor preferring one another. Rom. xii, 9,

2. Art thou called being a servant? care not for
it; but if thou mayest be made free, use 1t rather.
For he that 1s called in the Lord, being o servant, is
the Lord's free mnan ; likewise, also, he that s called,
being free, is Christ's servant, 1 Cor. vii, £1.
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3. Ye nre bouglt with a price} be not ye the ser-
vants of men, 1 Cor. vii, 23.

4. Chanty suffereth long and 15 kind; charty
envieth not ; charty vaunteth not itself, 1s not pufied
up, doth not behave itseif unseemly, secketh not her
own, is not easily provoked; thinketh no evil. 1
Cor. xmi, 4.

5. Charity beareth all things, believerh all things,
hopeth all things, endureth all things. 1 Cor. xin, 7.
0. Tor, brethren, ye have been called unto hiberty
only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but
by love serve onc another. [orall the law s ful-
filled in one word, even in this, Thou shalt love thy

newrhbor as thyself,.  Gall v, 13,

7. 1, therefure, the prisoner of the Loord, beseech
vour, th.tve walk worthy of the vocation wherewith
ve are ealled, with all Jowhness and wmeekness, wi
long-sufferin.,, foibernner one anciher in love,  Lph,
v, 1.

8. And be ve kind one to ancther, tender-licarted,
forgivine one anather, even as God for Clinst's sake
hath foroiwven you.  Eph v, 32,

0. Scrvants be obedient te them that are vour
masters, acconling to the flesh, with fear and tremwn-
bling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ.
Knowing, that whatsoever good thine anv man
doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether
he be bond or free.  LEph. vi, 5.

10*



108 TRSTIMONY OF GOD

10. And ye masters, do the same things unto
them, forbearing threatening; knowing that your
Master also 1s in Heaven; neither is there respect of
persons with him. Eph, v1, 9

11. Let nothing be done through strife or vain-
glory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem
other better than themselves, Phil. ii, 3.

12, Fially, brethren, whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are
Just; whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things
arc lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; 1f
there be any virtue, und if there be any praise, think
on these things. Phil 1iv,

13. Masters, give unto your servants that which
1s just and equal ; kuowing that ye also have a Mas-
ter in Heaven. Col. v, |

i4. Withal praying also for us, that God would
open unto us a dgor of utterance, to speak the mys-
tery of Chnst, for which 1 am also in bond. Col.
v, 3.

15, And Paul said, I would to God, that not only
thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both
almost and altogether such as 1 am, except these
bonds, Acts xxvi, 29,

{6. Put on therefore as the elect of God, holy and
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, hunibleness
of mind, meekness, long-suffering, forbearing one
another, and forgiving one another,1if any man have



AGAINST SLAVERY. 100

a quarrel against any; even as Chnst forgave you,
60 also do ye. Col. 1ii, 12,

17. Servants, obey in all things your masters nc-
cording to the flesh; not with eye service, as men
pleasers, but in singleness of heart, feaning God,
Col. 111, 22,

18. For this i1s the will of God — that no man
0 beyond and defraud his brother in any matter;
because that the Lord i1s the avenser of all such, as
we also have forewarned you and testified. 1 'I'hess,
1v, 3.

19. Ixnowing this, that the law 1s not made for a
richteous man, but for —the lawless,— for men-
stealers. 1 Tim,y, 19.

20. Let as many servants as are under the yoke
count their own masters worthy of all honor, that
the name of God aund his doctrine be not blasphetned.
And they that have believing masters, let them not
despise them, because they are brethren; but rather
do themn service, because they are {aithful and be-
loved, partakers of the benefit. 1 Tim. v, 1.

21, Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own
masters, aud to please them well in all things; not
answering agzain; not purloining, but showing all
eood fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of
God our Saviour in all things, Tht. 1, 9,

02, Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a
brother beloved, especially to me, but how wmuch
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more unto thee, both in the flesh and in the Lond ?
If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him aus
myself.  Phil, 16.

23. Remember them that are in bonds, as bound
with them; and thein which sufler adversity, as be-
ing yourselves also in the body.  1leb. xiii, 3.

NOTES ON CHAYPTER XI.

1. Letlove be witheut dissimulation.

L.et your tempers and actions correspond with your profes-
sions 3 vou profess to love yvour neighbor as yourself ; act
accordingly. But then, in examining these and #milar pas.
sages, which bear so directly agninst sluve-holding, we should
remember, that it is not love, mercly, which demands the im-
mediate and total abolition of ~lavery in all its fors § for
were love and kindness to be left eutirely out of the question,
the principles of equity and justice, if obeved, would banish
slavery from the church and from the world.  But when the
demands of justice are disregarded, then we may urge the
principies of that sinecere and afiectionate regard which every
Christian should feel towards his brother.  And how can one
who does really love God, and his neizhbor, refuse obedience
to the dictates of these principles as they arc eahibited in this,
and some of the following texts ?

2, Art thor a servant,

The word here and elsewhere, (with but one exception) in
the New Testament, rendered servant is duvtrdor, and ** it often
implies,’’ says Dr. A. Clarke, ‘¢ a #ervant in general ; or any
one bound to the service of another, either for a hmited time,
or for life.’” But it is doubtful whether this terin was ever
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ased, ether by Christ or any of the Apostles, to signify one
who was the entire and absolute property of another, as the
slaves of this land are held, for the fvllowing, among many
reasons

1. We know that Christ used this word to signify such as
were not, and {rom the fucts stated in the case, they could not
have been the entire property of another. See Matt. xvii,
23 —35. Here we have un account of a deidog, servant,
who was so much in his master’s debt, that he commanded
hiin to be sold, and payment to be made, which would not
have been doue hud he been the absolute property of hus
master.

Slaves in Athens, who were held as the entire property of
a master, were called dexérue, but after their freedom svas
granted them, they were called dotiaor, not being like the for-
mer a part of the master’s estate, but only required to render
some small service, such us was required of the uétorzoe,
resident strangers or aliens, to whom in some respects, they
were inferior.  This the reader will learn by consulting Dr.
V. Robinson’s Antiquities of Greece, page 30 ; and Iotter’s
Grecian Antiquities, Vol. I, page 18 ; and see also an article
in the Bib. Repository, for Jan. 1835, * On Slavery in Ancient
Greece.”’

Now when we consider that the Attic Greek is substan-
tially the language in which the New TPestunent was written,
it seems the Apostles must have used the word doidog, to sig-
nify & freedmun, according to the authorities above quoted,
and not vne who was the entire property of another.

2, But it inay be observed here, and once for all, that, if
the Apostles used the word dovdos, 10 signify or.e who was the
entire property of another, in the highest sense in which slaves
were held as such among the Grecks and Romans, and ii"their
directions t wmasters und their servants, are to be taken as 8
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justification of the relation which the Roman and Greeian
laws and customs established between such, then 1t must fol.
low that they justified everything which it authorized the mas-
ter to do ; for how could they justify the * relation >’ without
justifving the parts of which it was composed 2 'That relation
authorized the wmaster to do anything and everything to the
person of his sliave or *¢ chattel *” which he chose. e might
scourge him, maim hin, and even put him to death at his
pleasure, and in doing thesc things he did not abuse this rela-
tion, but he exercised the civil rights which it conferred upon
him. Norindeed, was it the abuse of this relation which the
apostle forbid, when he commanded his master to give unto
his slaves that which was just and equal, for, according to Dr.
Taylor’s ‘¢ Elements of Civil Law,’ this relation among the
Romans could not be abused in anv way ! Now it is allowed
by all those who attempt to justify slavery from the Bible,
that the Apostles did positively forbid some things whizh this
relation gave every master the right to do ; and hence it fol-
lows, as a consequence which cannot be denied, that the Apos-
tles did positively forbid and condemmn the relation which al-
lowed themm. How could the Apostles forbid theft, without
condemning at the same time the law which allows #t? How
could they condemn murder or adultery, without condemning
at the saome time the law which allows and justifies these
crimes.

3. But many persons of the present day imagine that all
the real objections which can now be brought against holding
property in man, arise from the abuse of the relution which
exists between the master and the enslaved 3 this, however, iy
a very great mistake, We do not argue against the abuse of
this relation, nor, indeed, do we found our arguments against iy
upon the abuses of it, nor its liability te be abuosed ; nay, it i3

the abuse of the relation, und its ufter annibilation for which
]
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we contend.  For this relation, 1t must be remembered, al-
lows and justifies the master in doing what the word of God
forbids, and it not only allows of such things, but it makes it
the muaster’s duty to do them, and it imposes a penaity upon
him if he leaves them undone ! This relation makes it the
master’s duty to take the fruit of his neighbor's services —to
crush hiy mind with ignorance — to prevent him from obeying
the cotnmand of God, which obligatesall men to search the Holy
Sceriptures.  Many other things this *¢ relation ** gays the mas-
ter may do, and these and many other wicked things it says
the master must do, and in doing them he does not abuge the
relation, but he fulfills it? and i€ ke (ulfills it, as the law
makes it his duty to do, he does all in his power to oppress
and crush the immortal mind of one of God’s intelligent crea-
tures, and so far as this relation is (ultilled and obeved, its in-
fluence goes to send him down to the miseries of an eternal
hell.  llence we gay, that the relation is malum in se, so far
as any relation can he which God hasforbidden ; and it scems
not a little remarkable, that those who quote passages {rom the
New 'Testatnent to show that the Apostles justified this rela-
tion, sectn never to have imagmed  that it belonged to them to
show how the Apostlex could condemn the fruit of this rela-
tion, and yet not condemn the relation itself.  And this every
man should do before he attemnpts to justifv this relation from
anything which the Apostles have said, concerning any who
may possibly bave held it.

But even admitting that the doidioe of whom the Apostles
speak, i the following passuges, were held as the property of
their masters, even this relation s condemned, as the reader
will see,

** It has been sometimes said that the ** New 'estament
eldoes not comdemn slave-holding in erpressg terms.”  And
the praotice has been advocated, becanse it has not been thus
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denounced. If this assertion were trae,; and if the Bible oniy
virfually denounced it, it would be a sin. No man can
riglteously comtinne a practico which God disapproves of, no
matter in what forin the disapproval ks expressed. Bt the
assertion is not trme. The New Testament does condemn
slave-holding, as practiced among us, in the most eaplicit
terins, furnished by the language in which the ingpired penmen
wrote. If a phvsiciun, after a minute examination, should
tell a'patient that his every limb and organ was diseased — if he
should ennnmicrate the vartous parts of his bodily system, the
arms, the legs, the head, the stomach, the bowels, &c., and
should say of ench one of these parts distinctly that it was
unsound ; could the man depirt and say, *¢ Aficr all, I am not
diseased ; for the phvsician has not eaid in express terms
that my body is unsound?*'’ Has hic not received a wmore
clear and express declaration of his entirely diseased condi-
tion, than if he hud been told i merely general terms that hie
body was unsound? 'I'hms has God condemned slavery. He
has specified the parts which compose it, and denounced them,
one by one, tn most ample and uneqnivocal form. In the
English langnage .we have the termn servant; which apply in-
discriminately both to those held in voluntary subjection to
another, and to those whose subjection s mvoluntary. Ve
have also the term siupe which is applicable exclusively to
those held in involuntary subjection. The Greek language
had a word corresponding exactly m signification with our
word servanty but it had none that answered precisely to onr
term slave. The words oiketes, andrapodon, are those whicls
most nearly correspond, in the idea which they present, with
our word slave.  Bat oiketes properly signifies a domestic;
and andrapodon, one taken and enslaced in war.  The m-
gpired writers could not have denounced our sort of stuavery,
by using either of these words. If they had forbidden uwato
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hold oiketai, they would have forbidden us the use of all do-
mestics — i thev bad forbidden usg to hold andrapoda, they
might have been interpreted as forbidding our use ouly of such
slaves us had been taken and enslaved inwar,  IHow then
was in Apostle, writing in Greek, to condemn our slavery ?
Cou d it be done in the way in which some seem to think it
must be done, before they will be convinced of its sinfulness?
How can we expect 1o find in Scripture the words * slavery is
sinful,”” when the lunguage in which it is written contained no
term which expressed the meaning of our word slavery?
Waould the advocates of slavery wish us to show that the
Apostles declare it to be unchristian to hold servants (douloi)?
T'his would have been denvuncing, as eriminal, practices far
different from slave-bolding.  But inspiration taught the holy
pentuen the only correct and eflicacious method of conveying
their eondemnation of this unchristian system. 'They pro-
nounce of cach one of those several things which constitute
slavery, that it is sinful 5 thus cleatly and forever denouncing
the system, wherever it might appear, and whatever name it
might assume.  If a writer should take up each part of our
Federal Coustitution separately, and condemn it article by arti-
cle, who would have the folly to assert that, after all, he had
nol expressly condemned the Constitution ? — [Lynch of
Ikentucky. )

2. Cure not for i,

T'hat is, do not let this hinder vou from accepting of salva-
tion at the hand of God,  But if thou mayest be made free,
use 1 rather.

'The following remarks on this passage, I believe, are from
the pen of the Rev, Berah Green :

In his letter to the Corinthian Church, the Apostle Paul
addressed hiself freely to servants. Would the abettor and

supporters of Awerican slavery allow him such a privilege ?
| ]
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2. e teaches them to rise .f possible to a state of free-
dom. Would the abetivrs and supporters of American sla-
very permit hiin to impress such a lesson on their slaves?
Would they not rather brand him as a fanatic 3 reproach him
as an incendiary ; inflict upon him the penalty of Lyneh law ?

3. Ile teaches them to regard themnselves as entitled to the
benefits of freemen~ and freemen of the most dignified and
exidted character.  Would the abettor and supporter of Amer-
ican slavery allow his slave to listen to such language? No
fears would e have, that they might fall out with their chains,
put on airs, and get above their proper places?

4. e charges them, by all the regard they had for theiwr
Redecmer, ¢ to refuse to be the servants of men,”  Strong
and startling language ! Wonld the abettor and supporter of
American Sluvery permit such an exhortation to full upon the
open ears of his slave?! Would he not regard it as subver.
give of the system by which they are held in bonds?

As they value the blood which was shed for their redemp-
tion, they may not be ¢ the servants of men !> Aud this
language every scrvant must interpret for himself ! Might he
not regard it as a warrant to cagt away his fetters?  Will the
abetter and supporter of American slavery permit his vassals
to try their skill at exposition on this passage?  1f net, per-
haps he would consent to hear father Flatt, a German com-
mentator of exceilent spirit und high reputation, explain it. [
have ventured to transiate a paragraph, in which he ofters his
views of its meaning. ¢ Be not such servants of men, that
ye cannot at the same time be the freemen of the Lord.  Be
not the slaves of men, who would force upon you wrong opin-
ions: 1 Cor, i, 12; Col. ii, 8, who would use you as the
means of gratifying their passions, or of accomplishing their
seltish objects : 2 Cor. i, 20. Do nothing which is contrary
to your dignity or to obedience to God from sinful compliance
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to others or from (eur.'”  T'or the benefit of southern bookesel-
lers, who m .y be anzious to enrich their #talls with this book,
| give its title ¢« ITorle sungen ucber die beyden Bricfe an
die Corinthier,

It is very certain that the Apostle requires servants to prefer
death to obedience to suc': injunctions as might hinder their
progress in the Christian life. Whatever might contribute to
enlighten their winds und quicken their consciences and in-
crease thelr usclulness, they were cager to lay hold of —and
this, at whatever expense.  T'he master, whe would cripple,
or embarrass, or discourage them in so doing, they must resist,
and resist at the hazard of their lives.  This clearly is the
doctrine which the Apostle Paul requives them to receive,

Southern tyrants have their reasons for withholding their
Bible from the slave. 1t is most manifestly and irreconcilably
against the oppression they practice.  "They would burn it over
a slow fire svoner than put it into the hands of their bondmen.
Their impudence is only equalled by their hyvpocrisy, in blas-
phemously pretending that such a hook is friendly to oppres-
sion.  With this pretence upon their lips, they make laws to
prevent their staves from reading it ! What do they fear?
That it will make these wretched men too well pleased with
their condition?  Noi  'They know that it would light up in
their bosoms such a flame as the waters of the Mississippi
could not quench, B. G.

4. Seeketh not her own,

The love of God leads all who possess it, to seek for the
highest possible good of all with whom they have to do.
“ But,” says one, *¢it is the highest possible good of the
slave that I should keep him in slavery, because, if 1 were
to set him free, he would svon full iuto the huads of another
master, who might not treat him as well as 1 do.””  Now, ad-
mitting this to be true, in any given case, it would not, and
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could not follow from 1, that the slave should not have his
rights restored to him. That which might be the greatest
possible good to one individual slave, might, at the same time,
be the greatest possible injury to the whole of the slave popu-
lation as a class. And, besides, does it follow, that hecause
another will rob my neighbor of his liberty and the frnit of his
fabor, that therefore I ought to do it, because | think 1 can do
the work more mildly and Chrisiian-like than he can? 1f,
as it is sometimes thought, n Christian ought to hold his spe-
cies in bondage, because if he does not do this they will be-
come slaves to another master worse than he, then does it not
follow, that Christians, ministers, legislators, and the very hest
men in the nation, should take the management of all the
theatres and gumbling houses in the coantry, into their hands 2
Should they not do all the murdering, thieving, and highway
robbery, in order to have it done respectably, Christian-like,
and in the mildest and best manner possible?  If they do not
do these things themselves, you know bad men will !

5. Endureth all things.

Buat many professing Christians do not possess enough of
this heavenly virtne to enable them to bear the contumely
which they fear would be cast upon them, were they to do jus-
tice to those whom they have wronged !

6. By love serve one another.

You have been mnade free from the ccremonial law and

from sin by the gospel of Jesus Christ, and now it becomes
your duty to serve one another, for in this way you are to ful-
fill the law of God. ‘The Greek word, we have seen, which
signifies a servant or slave is Jotidos, and from this word we
have the one in the text, which is rendered serve ; dovhedete,
serve, in the performance of Christian duties, to one another.
Hence it is the duty of every man professing the Christian
name, in this sense, to become the servant of thuse whom he
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holds in bondage ; this is the kind of servitude which is advo-
cated in the Christian Scriptures ; and, accordingly, the Bible
informs us that Joshua was the servant of Moses, Flisha was
the servant of Elijal, and St, Paul, 8t. Peter. and the other
Apostles were servants of Jesus Christ, and Christ was the
servant of God.

7. Lowliness and meekness.

How does the idea of meekness and Christian humility
agree with that of a soul-driver, or slave-holder?

8. Kind — tender-heurted.

And many sluve-holders think they are so, because they are
not k0 criel and hard-hearted towards their slaves as some
others.  DBut how very kind, how tender-hearted one may be
in comparison with another, when both of them withhold
fromn yon vour personal liberty and take from you the fruit of
your labor, it may not, indeed, be very easy to tell.  How-
ever, that there are slave-holdurs, sout.drivers, and dealers in
hiuman souls, who may be called kind, and tendey-hearted, and
Christians, when compared with others who might be named,
no one will pretend to deny. O that they were kind dind ten-
der-hearted enough to restore to thetr poor slaves the rights of
which they have so unjustly defrauded them !

. Be obedient to them thal are your masters.

This is the Janguage which all abolitionists at the present
day would use, were they permitted to bave access to the
slaves of this land. e could but enjoin it upon them to be
puatient and Luithful,  Our labor for their freedom ts with God,
and those who oppress them.

10, D)o the same things unto them.

Here is the rule for the masters : and how soon their slaves
would ¢¢ go free ”* were it to be fuithtully obeved ! No doubt
thre slives at the south often hear their duties explained and en-
forced from the ubove, and soms of the following passages in

It°
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this chapter ; but it is not 8o evident that the duty of the mag-
ter ia as often enforced from this and similar texts.

11, Better than themselves.

The nataral tendency of slavery upon the minds of the en-
slavers, ix to lend them to think thomselves better than others ;
thus the spirit of the gospe:l is reversed and counteracted.  Sec
the testimony of I'resident Jefferson to this point, Chap. vi,
page 69.

12, Think on these things.

For all of them are required by the gospel which you pro-
foss to love. DBut is there anything which is agreenble to tho
principles of unchangeable and eternnl fruth in slavery? Ia
there any honesty in it: any purity? anything lovely, or of
good report in the system, when *fstripped of its abuses? *’
Tken shouvid we think of it, — we should defend it and pray
for its continuance. IReader, perhaps you muy have heard
some one attempt to justify the system of slavery from the
Bible, but did you ever hear any Christian or Christian minis-
ter pray for its continnance and prosperity 2 Aund why not?
If itis right,if it is just, if it is consistent, why unot pray for
i#t to prosper and continne as jong as the world endures ?

18. That which 1s just and equal.

We have before seen that upon the supposition that the
masters to whom the Aposties gave this and simiiar directions,
held their servants as their property ¢ to all intents and pur-
poses whatsoever,”’ then it mwust follow that this and similar
commands must huve besn understood as a virtaal condewnna-
tion of that ¢ relation > whieh this right ereated between
thein § but no rejation is condemned in these passiges whicly
dces not allow the things which are here and clsewhere for-
bidden ; henee, if the right of property in man were to cease
this moment throughout this nation, there would be the same
necessity for the commands and directioris which are laid down
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in the Netv Testament for the instroction of servants and their
masters ; and if all masters do now ohey this command of
God towards their servants, they will pay then for their labor,
and instruct them and prepare them as far as it is in thetr
power to do it, for usefulness in the world. They will cease
to hold them as property, and compel no one to work for him
against his will. ¢ But the laws will not sufler me to do this 3
I must obey the laws.””* What ! must you obey those laws
which contravene the laws of God! Did the prophet Daniel
do so, when the government where he lived passed a law,
under n severe penalty, that he should not pray to the God
of Ileaven?

Now when Daniel knew thal the writing was signed,
he went into his house ; and his window:s being open in
his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his linees
three times a day; ond prayed, and gave thanks before his
God, as he did aforetime. Dan. vi, 10, It is really to0
plain to need illustration, that if it would now be wrong for
any of the enslavers to disobey the laws of the States where
they live, which forbid them from instructing the slaves to
read the word of God, and from paying them for their labor,
then it was wrong for Laniel to pray to the God of Heaven as
he did, and it was also wrong for hia companions to refuse to
wvorship the golden nnage which the king had set up ; and 1t
was wrong also for the Apostles to *¢ preach Christ and the
resurrection,”” ufter they had been forbidden by the rulers, and
scourged for so doing, See Actsiv, 19, and v, 29.

The following remarks on this passage are well worthy of’
the reader’s attention :

Masters, give unte your servamts that which is just and
equal —Col. iv, 1, ‘'P'o dikaion kaiten isoteti — pareches.
the. Tmparl justice and equity to your screants, 'The
first word in the original rendered justice, is a legai term, and
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must rcfer to some law, rule, or usape. When woe sajy o
thing is just, we immedintely compare it iz our minds to soma
standard. Now what is the standard in this case?

1. It cannof refer to any slave code, specifically revealed
from Heaven for the government of slaves as a distinet class
froin frec men ; because no such specific code can be found in
the Bible  The precepts of the New Testument are given to
the whole race, without granting oxclusive privileges to any
one class in particular, and are all founder, on the principles of
substantial equity to every individual,

2. Il the word in question referred to any law or uango
of slaves among heathens, it must refer to that which
was in practice at tho time and in the country in which
the Apostic wrote. By both law and usage of the Grecks
and Romans, ¢ masters wore permiitted to torture their slaves,
to sturve them, to heat them to deatli, and even to throw thewm
into their fish ponds, to give an epicurian flavor to the milleta
which they wore fattening for their feasts.” It was according
to the usage of slavery, iu the days of the Apostles, to troat
them as beasts, to sell them, to transfer or pawn then as goods
or chattels —they were deemed incapable of injury, aud
could scek ne redress of wrongs under any circomstances.
Now if the Apostls meant that masters should only ** give to
their servants that which was ¢ just,” according tu the usage
ntnong heathen slaves,” then he must refer to the usage of that
systemi, whiclhh we have deseribed with all ita horrors,  This
would prove mora thian many of the advocates of slavery, ut
the present day, require. Tt would prove — 1, ‘T'hat the gos-
pel sanctions the whole of the above system, with all its atros
oities and murders. 2, That it allowed the continuation of it ;
and, 3, That it actually made the ahove usages or laws tho
staindard and pattern after which suceeeding Christinns were
to copy. Now, would it not be an ingnlt to the God of justice
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and purity, to suppose that he held up this systemr of Greek
and Roman slavery as the standard by which the Christian
was to administer justice to his brother in the Lord ?

In the absence, then, of all evidence to the contrary, we
helieve that this direction — give to your servants that which
18 just — has a reference in this case, as in all others, to the
common law of Heaven, which commands all men, without
distinction, “to keep judgment and do justice, for God is no
respecter of persons.” On what authority dare we say that
this standing law of God does not apply to slaves? There
is no such an intimation in all the Bible. It would he mak-
ing the word of God of no effect, by our custom or tradition,
to aflirm that it did apply to slaves, And no sophistry can
persuade us that we fulfil] this law to them, while we keep
back tho reward of their wages, Indeed, the idea of giving
to a slave a just and equal compensation for his labor, never
once enters into the minds of those who hold them in bond-
age.

Theo Lord saith — % The hire of your laborers who have
reaped down yeur fields, which is of you kept back by fraud,
crieth,” and have cntered into the ears of the Lord of Sab-
aoth,

S0, then, we find, in analyzing the first item of the master's
duty, that the exercise of the most simple and obvious prin-
ciples of justice would necessarily subvert the whole system.

Second item in the master’s duty : — Give unto your ser-
vants that which ia equal. The word esoteta signifies cqual-
ity —~ parity ; and, aceording to Donegan, an equality of palit-
ical rights and privileges. This is a relative term, and must
relate to some person, class, or grade in socicty.  The master
must give equal to something. What is this to which he
st give equal ?

1. It cannot mean that Christian masters were only to give
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their servants that which would come up to, or was equal to
that which the heathens gave theirs, This we have already
disproved, and the supposition itself would e preposterous Lo
every Christian,

2. It eannot mean what waa equal to the condition of some
inferior grade or easte, distinet from other men who were not
under the general law of God, because none such is deseribed
in his word. The Brahmins, more consistent than some
Chiristiang, assert that some whole races, or casgtes, are mado
by the Almighty to serve, and others to govern; but the Bi-
ble asserts, on the contrary, all to be members of one preat
family, and to stand in the relation of substantial equality to
cach other,

3. We helieve that equal refers, not to what heathens gave
their slaves, or what was given to a supposed inferior grade,
bhut that it refers simply to masters themselves ; —that iy,
that the converted master, knowing with God there was no
respocter of persons, and that the slave was, or might be, a
brother beloved, and equal partaker of the common henefit
of the gospel, he was, therefore, to concede to him an equal
right with himself, to use those talents and advantages with
whicli Heaven had endowed him. Now, by referring the
terin equal to the mnsters, in this sense, we do not array the
commandments of God against ecach other, which wy are
obliged to do upon any other supposition.  And this view of
the subject is at once consistent with the whole scope of re-
velation, which regards men as standing to each other in the
relation of eguality.  Observe, not an cquality of condition,
but simply an equality of right. In respect to condilion,
there is alinost an infinite diversity ; no two are alike ; the one
is rich, the other poor; the one has the full exvereise of lis
linbs, while the other was born maimed and deeripit,  But,
as Professor Wayland observes, ¢ viewed in another light, all
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men are placed under cirevmstances of perfect eqguality,
Each separate individual is created with precisely the same
richt to use the advantages with which God has endowed
him. This proposition scems to e, in its nature, so selfcev-
ident ag almast to preclude the posaibility of arpument,
The only reason that I canconeeive,on which any one could
found a plea for inequality of right, must be an incguality of
condition. But this can manifestly create no diversity of
richt. 1 may have been endowed with better sivht than my

"~

neighbor; but this evidently gives me no right to put cut his
cyes, or interfere with his right to derive from them what.
ever happiness his ereator has placed within his power.™  Jf
supertority of condition give superionity of rieht, thew i ev-
ery case the strone have a right to the labor of the weak,
and of course to coerce thens to perlform it But this is a0
glaringly abeurd, that it reverses, at onee, all our ideas of
moral rectitude ; and this prineiple, it carried out in practire,
would make our whole world the arena of strife aud battle,
But this principle, so preposterous in atsel!, 15 the troe and
only spirit of slavery.  Let the master, © believing [ infidel,
or otherwise, only obey one of the plainest precepts of Reve.
lation or worality, to give that which is just and equaly and
slavery with the observance, dies to exist no more,

The third item is the master’s doty — or the disposition
with which he is to do b, And ye masters do the sume things
unto them. Eph. vi, 8 —diknion koi ten  Tlicre words qe-
fer more to the character of the action than to the particular
things which were to be dene.  That iy, the actions of the
masters amd servanty were to partake equally of the same
moral qualities,

1. T'he servant was to act i ¥ Hingh‘nms of heart,”” So
also the master, having no sinister motives in his conduet,
and treatinent of the servant — having no regard to his vwu
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profit or pleasure, nbove that of the servant, much less to
geck tho one at the destruction of the other; for he is to love
hitn as himself. He was to take no advantage of what the
law of the land might put in his power, for he was to ro-
member that they had both one master in Heaven, who was
constantly reminding him, that with llim there wus no re-
spect af persons.

2. ‘I'he servant was to do the will of Gaod from the heart,
honestly and fully, not merely according to the letter, but to
the spirit and intent of the command, So also the master.
Now, the will of God is, that ¢very man should be happy —
that he should have the best means of pursuing it, and that
he should have an opportunity of improving and clevatiny
his moral condition. Cun any one be said to do the will of
God in the above manner, from the heart, while he keeps his
fellow crenture a prisuner for life, for every sluve is a prisoner
to a very considerable degree: while he gives him no wages
for his labor, and while he dare not let him read the word of
God, lest he should boe so enlightened that he could not any
longer easily liold him in bondage ?

3. ‘I'he servant was to do whatsoever he did as unfo the
Lord. That is, to glorify God in his body und spirit which
were the Lord's. So also the master. The glory, honos,
and cause of God were to be always before him, in all that
he did. Dut was it ever intended by any one to glorify God
by holding in slavery those for whom Clirist died? Do such
lhionor God? Do such make Christianity appear lovely in
the eyes of the unconverted, the infidel, and heathen?
About thirty years apgo, a slave, a Muhamedan in religion,
was sold in the city of Chnrleston, and bought hy a Metho-
dist Class Leader. 1llis master persurded him to turn Chris-
tian. He asked if Christiuns held Christiang ayg slaves.
When answered in the affirmative, he replied that Mahame-
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dans would not do so; and this man, in the midst of a Chris-
tian country, spent a long life in the religion of the prophet,
and dicd o Mahomedan! Did the man who held him honor
Christiunity in the eyes of the heathen? Or do these
Christian ministers who contend for the * rightful existence
of slavery,” honor Christianity in the estimation of the ten
thousand infidels of our land ?

The fourth and last item in the master's duty — Forbear
threatening.  Anientes ten apeilen —wnloose, or dismiss
threatening or coerciun; — the words may be so underetood ;
for threatening is the setting {orth prins and penalties to in-
timidate, as means to corree sie to do smacthing.

There are tro elements in government ; one which oper-
ates on ity sulijeet by fewr, and has not improperly been de-
nominated brate government s the other aperates not only by
fear, but appeals, especially to the conscionsness of right and
wrong, in its subject, and is called rativual government. In
every speeies of slave government there is a constant appeal
to fear, which fear can only be exeited and sustained by
threatening, or the setting forth of paing and penalties in
case of disobedience.  We do not say that the master is al.
ways, of even oflen threatening, but we do say that this is
always implied, and that the gystem would not maintain it-
self’ without threatening, covrcion, and the infliction of cur-
poreal punishment, the very things which are forbidden by
the Apostle.

This 18 &0 very evident, that al} candid sluve-holders avow
it. Bryan Edwards, who wrote tae bistory of the West-In.
dics, and who was an advocate tor the * rightful existence of
slavery,’ says — ¢ In countries where slavery is established,
the leadiag principle on which government is cstablished is
SJear; ur a sease of that absolute coercive necessity, whick,
having no chuice of action, supersedes all questinn of right.”

2
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It is in vain lo deny that snch actually is, and necessarily
must be, the case in all countries where slavery is allowedd,

God has implanted i our nature the appropriate ineen-
tive to work, which i1s the frint of our lahor ; now, whenever
this is tuken away, (and slavery always takes it away) there
must be some other ingentive apphied, which s threatening,
cr coercion, the very thing forbidden by the Apostle. 11 i
true that in the case of the ennveried slave, from wham (e
master has taken away the watural incentive to labor, the
Apostle presents another one, which ix, that they are to look
for a remuneration of their toil dircetly from Christ — Thae
Ulr_; shall recetre nf the Lord — tha! h’nu are the serrants ,p"
Chresty amd are to expect theiy wizes o the Lord, and na
from an, Thisistoundtobea lum'u rinl motive and ereatly
lmligaues the condition of the slave, and henee 1t is that
most masters  acknowledge that refurious slaves do none
work than others.  ‘The reason is obvious: they fove an ine
centive presented to them, botter than fvar; llill this hy no
means justifies the master in keepm e back the Lire of thoge
whn have reaped hix fields.

[t is madness, | might say real fanaticis, to hmagine that
we can change the laws of wmind, or invert the order of God.
God has given to every man, of whatever nation, color, or
condition, an instinetive desire 1o direet himself, enjoy his
iiberty, and the fruit of his lubor; and no systeny of man can
change this constitution of our heingr,

We might as well suppose that ail the trees of the forest,
at our bidding, wonld grow horizontally with the ground,
without the application of force to keep them down, as to
suppose that man, constituted as God has made him, will 1a.
bor without compalsion, when the $iuit of his labar is wit))-
hetd from him, It H utter folly to deceive onrselves; the
element in slave- gnvernumut ie fear, excited and kept up by
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¢ threatening.” coercton, and infliction of pain--the very
thing which ix forbidden in our text. 'The writer of these
remarks has been on five hundred plantations, and travelled
more thah nineteen thousand miles in slave-holding coun-
tries, and thinks he never was on but one, on which coercion
was not in some form excreised, and this was that of the
Hon. S. L, of O , Lomsiana,  This gentlenan, having
rucently renounced illﬁtlt'lity and embraced (:llristiunil}', Le-
came troubled on the subject of sluvery, and having no min-
ister of the gospel near him, who would plead for the ¢ right-
ful existence of slavery,” or attempt to bolster it up with
“ Scriptural arguments,”” he dismissed his overseer, and ap-
pointed dolin, ane of his eolored men, the manager ; and let

his people work the place on shares. All was harmony.
There wias no eoercion; becaunse things were reverting to
the order which God established.  During two years. the
writer never heard the sound of a whip, or a cross word to
one over twelve or fifteen years of ace.

Now we think, in analyzing these items of the master's
duty, that we have established the position, that the duties
which the Apnstle requires from masters and slaves are such
that ifthey are both earried into effect, they wmust necessa-
rily subvert the whole system of slavery.— [Rer. Duniel
Dellinnie.]

1D, Ercept these bands.

Jt is not improbuble that, when the Apostle uttered these
words, e raised his hand or hands, so as to exhibit the chan
with which he was bound 3 tor the word here rendered bonds,
significs a ehain or fetters with which a prisoner was contined.
It seems that bondaze was a blesding which the venerable
Apostle did not wish should descend upon others, not even
his enemies ! [low many thousands of poar claves in this
land, many of whomn are members of the Chnstian church,
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are compelled to wear the iron manacles; and when they pray,
to stretch out their chrined hands unto God.

¢ The slaves which pass down to the southern market on the
Mississippi river, and through the interior, suffer great hard-
ships. Those who are driven down by land, travel from two
hundred to a theusand miles on foot, They rometimes carry
heavy chains the whole distance, These chains are very
massive. They extend from the hands to the feet, being
fastened to the wrists und ancles by an iron ring round each.
When chained, every slave carries two chains, that is, one
from each hand to each foot.” ~—[H. B, Stanton.)

17. Obey in all things your masters.

It has been before remarked, that, if this and similar pre-
cepts may be quoted to justify the power which the master
usurps over his slaves, then the commands of Christ for the
persecuted to pray for their persecutors may be referred to, to
justify persecution ; and by the same rule of interpretation,
we might show that our forefathers sinned against Gaod, in
rebelling against the British govermment; and not only so,
but, that the people of thia country have heen sinning ever
since, in maintaining that independence which they asserted !
To such monstrous absurdities those principles lead, which
the enslavers adopt in explaining the Scriptures so as to favor
their system of oppression.

18. Defraud his brother in uny matter.

One person may defraud another by corrupting his wife, or
children; or by taking from him the fruit of his labor, or by
withholding from him his personal liberty., To what lengths
the poor slaves of this land have been defrauded, in all these
respects, we must wait for the light of etornity to show.

19. Men-stealers.

But who are men-stealera? ¢ Those who carry on the traf-
fie in human flesh and hlood ; those who steal a person in or-
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dot Lo sell him into bondage 5 or those who bny such stolen
men or women, no mintter of what color or whiat country ; or
those who sow digsensions among barbarous tribes, in order
that they wito are taken in war may be sold into slavery, Or
the nations who legnlize, or connive at such traflic ; all these
hre men-stealers, and God classes them with the most flagis
ticus of martals.” —[ Dr. oA, Clurke.]

o Stenlers of men are all those who bring off elaves or free-
men, or keep, sell, or buy them,  To steal a freeman is the
highest kined of theft. The word used here, in ite originai
tinport, comprehends all who are coneerned in bringing any
of the human race into sluvery, or in detaining them in it
[ Preshyterinn Conf.of aith,]

v Man-stealers ! The worst of ull thieves; in cowmparison
nf whora highway robbers, and house-breakers are inno ¢
cent: and men-buyers are exactly on a level with men-steal-
ers.  That execrable sam of all villanies, conumonly called
the slave-trade, ! read of nothiog like it in the heathen world,
whether ancient or anotlern, and it infinitely excueds, in ev-
vry istance of barbarity, whatever Cliristian slaves sufler in
Mohamedan countries,  faiberly is the right of every hn.
iyl ereature ag =oon as he breathes tae vital air, and no hae
man dnw ean deprive him of that right which he derives from
the law of nature.” — [Res J. Wesley ]

* Menestealers are inscated ninong those darine eriminals
(see 1 T, g, 9 W) acainst whom the law of God directed
its wwhul curres,  "These kidnapped men to sell them for
slaves; and thiy practice seems inseparable trom the other
nnguities and oppressions of slavery s nor can a slave-dealer
Keep troe Grom Whis erimioaliy i~ the receiver be as bad as
the thief)”” — [Srott.]

N Chostias bugime and selling staves! A man who pro-
frasen that the leading Taw ot his Hie 2 to do as he would be

l'-'.':l
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done hy, spending his time and amassing 2 fortutic by buyitig
and selling his fellow-men.” — [ Simpson ]

* They who make war for the inhuman purpose of selling
the vanquished as slaves, are really inen-stealers. And they
who encourage that unchristiah traffic by purchasing the
slaves whith thoy know to be thus unjustly acquired are par-
takers in their crime.' — [Macknight ]

And the fatention to ensluve men is pul down as the same,
or a similar crime by the Discipline of the Methodist Fpisco-
pal church. * The buying and selling, [this rule formerly
read The buying or sclling] of men, women, and cliildren,
\With an intention to enslave theny.” — [is, Ch. 2, See. 1]

[t certainly cannnt make material difference as to the mans
her of one's caming inte the posression of men, women, aod
children, whether he buys themm ot receives them from
rnather as a gift, or whether he takes possession of them by
vittue of their birth, if it is his tntention (o enslave them ; the
Disciplihe of the M. B, church pron wnces him an jipenis
tent siuner.

20. Worthy of all henor,

Christianity does not alter the relation which the laws of
land causes one man to sustain to another, it theo laws ard
wrong, the only way hy which even the Gospel can change
them is, by rendering those wiser and better who make them,
and by giving those grace and patience whoim these laws in-
jure and oppress. ‘Vhere is & diflerence between what the
laws of a land require one to do, and that which they compel
him to sufler; the former may be sinful, the latier not. It
may be the duty of the sluves at the south to submit to the
bvils twhich the Inws so unjustly inflict upon them, and in
doing this, God has promised to reward them, it they do it
with a view to his glory 5 while thuse who make snd support
these wicked laws by euslwving and oppressing thelir speciee,
e.it arainst God,
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81, nd they that have bellrving masters.

‘* Here, it is suid, we certdinly have masters of slatves res
cognized as Christian brethien ; for the word used is despotes.
But let us look at the passage critically, and see what it
niounts Lo, 'I'he apostle addresses first those servanta (dous
loi,) who are yet under the yoke. Here we sce a reference
at once to two classes of servants, those who are under the
yoke and these who are not.  The servants under the yoke
ore doubtless slaves.  Henct we see that all servants were
not slaves. Il then contrngts the condition and diities of
thase servants who are vnder the yoke witli those wlio have
believing masters, from which we infer that those who were
yet under the yoke were understood of course as heing in the
hauds of unbvelieving masters.  If the serbants of believing
masters must bhe yot under the yoke, the distinction the
Apostle mdkes is annihilated. The distinction is pluinly
rronnded on this principle, that those scrvants who had bes
licving mmastere were no longer held under the yoke as slaves:
Those who were under the yohe, then, were those who had
heathen masters.  These the Apostle exhorts to bear theit
burden for the honur of redigion, aitd to conduct in such a
manner that their unbelieving masters shall not find even an
oceasion to blaspheme their eeligion,

‘* But to the servants who had believing masters, his exhot.
tution is diflerent, und enforced by ditlerent motives. It
tvould scem to be the understanding then, that when a slave-
holder became a bLeliever, his sloves were of course then free;
o go or stay as thev chose.  But the Apoetle exhorts them;
vn the ground of Christian love; not to despise their old mas-
ters, and hasten away from their =ervice, but to remain and
serve them voluntarily, because they have now become faith-
ful bretheen, and would of course allow th . a reasonable
ehiarg of the profits or Lenefits of their lobor.  The Apostle
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knew what was in man ; he knew that a servant whe had it
the oppressions of slavery would be under a strong temptatica
to despise the authority of a penitent master, antd hasten away
from his service as soon ns possible. Tle therelore exhorte
them to n more Christian spirit — to stay cheerfully, and labor
in his service from love, because the master is notww 8 brother,
You see this carries out the contrast between the servants un-
der the yoke and servants who had bhelieving masters. It
shows that it was expected ag a matter of course, that when «
slave-holder beeame a believer he would let his slaves go
{ree, so far us he had any authority or ownership over them,
and therefore the former slaves are exhorted still to do them
service, and to promote their interests.  Tlis exhortation to this
class s to ¢ do them service,” which shows that they were free
to serve them or not.  In the other case, his exhortatlon refers
to the maunner and tewnper in which they shonld serve, show-
ing that as to the service itself, those who were under the yoke
had no option.

' [ut, it will be said, the Apostle calls them hellesing deg-
potes, and therefore we mnst infer that aman might be a be-
liever and still remain a despotes or slaveholder.  Bat it does
not followvv.  The term despotes, therefure, 15 proper to de-
scribe the person and the former vebtion.  1If we should say
guch 2 man was a reformed diunkard, we should not intend to
be understood that hie is a drunkard still, hut only tdescribe hig
former condition. 1f the speaker should say that as an aboli-
tionist, he 13 a converted slave-holder, it would be a case ex-
actly parallel.

¢« It is suid that the word rentlered servant menhs slnve; hut
it ix not suy the word is dowlos, and it means servant, 1t 1
true, all slaves are sepvants, but all servants are net slaves.
The Apostie in the sisth chapter of Timothy, when he wishey
to arldress Christion servants who wore gluves, ndds the du-
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seription ¢ under the yoke > And in 1 Peter, ii, 18, where he
is addressing tho servants of despnfes, he uses a different
word, not douloi, but oiketai — and it onght to read, * Slaves,
obey your masters with all respect, not only the kind and good,
but the cruel.’

¢ The Apostlo Paul often calls himself tho servant (dou-
los) of his brethren. Was he their slave, their property?
Christiang call themselvestne servants of Jesus Christ.  What
is the allusion here? Js it to degrading heathen slavery?
Not at all. In Romans xiv, 19, the Apostle PPaul says, ¢ For
to this end Christ both died and rose, and revived, that he
might be Lord both of the dead and the living > — that is, that
h2 might stand in the relation and exercise the oflice of a mas-
ter, (Ayrins.) Whatdoes it mean? That Jesus might have
a right of property in them ?  lle had that before, in perfec-
tion. It is an allusion to the Jewish law of redemption.
When ono of the younger members of a fumily had become
embarrassed and in debt, and obliged to sell or rather hire
himself out as a servant, the elder brother, or hend of the
family, had the legal right nt any time to buy him out of this
gervitude to a stranger, or redeem hitn, and then he beecame
his lord (kyrios) and was bound to ewplov hin xnd furnish
him with all that he needed, till the day of release. Jesus
Christ, then, by his death und resurrection, ncquired a right
which he had not before, to be an elder brother, and to exer-
cise this lordship, in preparing them for that enlarged and glo-
rified state in Heaven, 1a there anything in this that looks
like sluvery? \Vhen the Apostles and prinuitive Christians
called themselves the servants of Jesus Christ, aud called hun
their Lord, there was something in it that thrilled their hearts.
It wns not the forbidding ullusion to the idea of a slave-holder
buying poor wrctches in the market as property, but the idea
of an ¢ider brother sacrificing himaelf to beeome the redeemer
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of his brethren. O, how I long to see this precious Bible
rescued from the slanders ‘which are heaped npon it Men,
with their minds filled with the ideas of American slavery,
perfect heathenisin in all its principles, undertake to interpret
the Bible on such principles, and they derive doctrines from it,
feorn which human nature starts bhack with horror.  ‘Those no-
tions are all wrong, reproachful to the Seriptures, und exceed-
ingly prejudicial to Christianity itselfl* — | Rev. James 11,
Dickey.]

22. Above a servant, a brother.

Aund if all the slaves in this land were to run away from
their masters, there is not a true abolitionist in thoe world, but
who would consent for them to return ngain, on the conditions
that they should be received and treated by their former mas-
ter, as Philemon is here cotmmanded to receive Onesinaus. It
secmns that Onestinuy bad been n servant to Philemon, and that,
for somo cause which 13 not mentioned, he left his master
while in his debt.  *If he hath wronged thee or oweth thee
aught, put that to mine account.”  But baving heen converted
to God under the labors of St. 1’aul, he directed him to i eturn,
and he wrota thig Epistle in order to facilitate tho adjustment of
their difliculty.  Dut Onestmus was not now to be veceived as
a slave, but above n slave, ns & brother beloved, even as the
‘“ aged Apostle >’ himsell.

23. Remember them that are tn bonds,

'Those that are imprisoned for the testimony of Jesus, and
all such os are kidnapped from their birth, and held during
their whole lives in an unjust and violent bondage. Remem-
ber the rights, the privileges and the hlessings of which they
are deprived § remember it i3 the natural and direct tendency
of the system which oppresses them, to keep from their un-
dying souls tho lights of science und religion, to crush their
immortal minds, and shut them out of Heaven.  Remember
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them, — feel Tor them us you would wish others to feel fur you,
were you in their condition 5 pray for them, — pray for those
who oppress them, — and pray for all those who do not re-
member thenr, but who censure and oppose those who endea-
vor to ohey this command of the intinite God.  Remember
thens that are in bonds !

CHAPTPEER NI,

S JAMES, ST PUTER, AND STL JOLIN,

Nave-holding ts further shown (o be w sin, by others
of the Aposties — and awe have the testimony of
God, that the system shall finally and utterly come
(o an end,

1. Do not nich menoppress you?  If yve fultill the
royal lnw, according to the Seoapture — Thon shalt
love thy netghbor as thyselt — ve do well; but if ve
have respect to persons, ye commit sin; and are con-
vinced of the law as transgressors.  Jumes 1, 6.

2, For whosoever shall keep the whole Low, and
ver offend in ope pomt, he is cutlty of all. James

1, 10,
3. For ke shall have judgmeut without mercy,
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that hath showed no mercy, and merev r joiceth
against judement,  Jumes u, 13

4. But the wisdum thatis frota above 1s first pure,
then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full
of mercy and good frmits, without partiulity and
without hypocrisy.  Jawmes i, 17,

3. Go to now, ye rnch we, weep aud howl for
your miseries that shudl cone upon you,  Your
riches are corrupted, and vour garments are motl
eaten. Your gohl and sidver 15 cankered ;) wnd the
rust of thein shall be a witness n;__:":linsl you, B
shall eat your flesh as it were tire. Lunes v,

6. Behold, the hire of the lab reiz who lave
reaped down your fields, which s of you kept back
b_\" fraud, Cl’it‘lh; and the cits of them whieh Lave
reaped, are entered mto the vars of the Lovd of Sabs
aoth. James v, 4.

7. Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and
been wanton; ye have nuurished your bearts asin a
day of slaughter. Ye bhuve condemned and killed
the just; and he doth not resist you.  Jumes v. 5.

8. And many shall follow their pernicious ways:
by reason of whom the wav of truth shall be evil
spoken of. And through covetousness shall they
with feigned words make merchandise of you;
whose judeinent now of a long time lingereth not,
and their damnation slumbereth not. 2 Peter 1, £,

9, Servants, be subject to vour masters with all
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fear; not only to the good aud the gentle, but also
to the froward.  17or this is thankworthy, if a
for conrctence toward God, endure grief, suflering
wrongfully, 1 Peter i, 8.

10. Fially, be ve ull of one mind, having coms-
passion one of another; love as brethren, be jatiful,
be courteous., 1 Peter iy, 8.

11. We know that we have passed from death
unto life, because we love the brethren.  Tle thiat
loveth not his brother abideth in death. 1 Johin 1,
14,

12. [lerehy perceive we the love of Gaod, because
he laid down s life for us; and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brethren. 1 John 1, 16,

13. But whoso hath the world's gowl, and seeth
his brothier have need, and shutteth up s bhowels of
compassion fromn hnn, how dwelleth the tove of God
in him? 1 John i, 17,

14, If a wan say, 1 love God and hateth his
brother, he is a hiar; for he that loveth not his
brother whom he hath seen, how cin he love God
whom lLie hath not seen? 1 John v, 20.

15. If there come any unto you, and bring not
this doctrine, receive him not into your house,
neither bid him Gaod speed; for he that biddeth
him God specd, s partaker of his evil deeds, 2
John, 10.

16. And the merchants of the earth shall weep
13
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and mourn — for no man buyeth their merchandise
any more;~— the merchandise of — beasts, and sheep,
and horses, and slaves, and souls of men. Ley.
xviiy, 11— 13,

NOTES ON CHAPTER Xl

1. Do not rich men oppress you,

And how exceedingly oppressed millions of our fellow citi-
zens in this nation must necessarily be, in those States where
their oath is not allowed in a court of justice, agninst a white
man !  Whether in a case of theft, rape, murder, or any other
crime, the solenin testiiony of a thousand persons with a col-
ored skin, when against u white person, goes for nothing !

2. Heis guilty of all.

lle is as really guilty in the sight of God, who breaks one
of his commands, as though he bLroke every one of them ;
though he may not incur so much guilt,  So we must conclude
of persons who profess the Christian religion, and who at the
same time indulge in habits which are contrary to the precepts
and spirit of the gospel, such as making, vending, and using
intoxicating liquors, visiting theatres, gambling in lotteries, and
holding the buman species in bondage 3 but which of thesc
sins are most heinous in the sight of God, 15 another guestion ;
but it is sufliciently evident that cach of them are transgres-
sions of the Divine law, and he who comunits either one of
them is as really guiity of resisting the authority of God, as it
Le comtitted them all.

3. For he shall have judgment.

'The following fact (which is but one of a thousand of the
kind which might be given) may scrve to illustrate the first
clause of this passage :



AGAINST SLAVERY. 141

“ A master had repeatedly promised to manumit one of his
Javes, who was an excellent blaek-snath, but he had as often
violated his promise. The slave, elated with the hope of
freedotn, had worked earlier, Iater, and harder, 6l at length,
however, his heart grew sick, and disappointment, sharper
than a serpent’s tooth, relaxed the sinews of his arm, and
poisoned his coarse and scanty fare.  Tlie master, to revive
his spirits and restore his vigor, finally promised with unwonted
solemnity, that if he would earn, by extra labor, a certiin suin
of money, amounting to several hundred dollars, he should be
free. The slave fell to work once more with redoubled en-
ergy. e toiled long and hard, and at last the blessed day
dawned, on which, according to the stipulation of his master,
he was to be enfranchised.  DBut that treacherous and brutal
individual, before the day arrived, had sold it to a slave-
trader to be carred away to New-Orleans, and on that day he
was destined to receive, not his promised purdon, but a new
suit of chains.

““’'Fhe heart-striken man told his tale to the trader ; how he
had been promised his freedom — how he had toiled — what
cherished and often deferred hopes would be blasted furever,
Ile entreated bt in the most touching language, to renovunce
the sacrilegious bargain, — but in vain,  Dinally, sceing that
his prayers and tears were disregarded, he became desperate,
and told the dealer that if he did take him, one or the other of
them must die, and that he then gave him fair warning.  The
trader was highly diverted, and said ¢ he liked such a spirited
fellow.”  lle went on board a vessel, and, during a serene
evening in that delicious climate, the trader reposed himself
upon the deck. In the dead of the night, the sluve contrived
to rid himsell of his haud-cufls, and groped uniil he grasped
a heavy hand-spike, and, thus armed, stood over the sleeping
man.  Ie waked him and told his purpose. *Then God
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have mercy on me,” said the trader. ¢ God will not have
mercy on you, neither will I,” said the slave, and dashed out
his brains.”” — [ D. L. Child, Esq.}

5. Shall eat your flesh as it were fire.

What fearful langunge is here ! Alas! for those who are
so aptly described in the following verse, and to which these
fearful denunciations, by the ingpired writer, are applied.

6. Aept back by fraud.

Let the reader sny whose fields are tilled and rcaped by
those to whom no wages are paid, in this land.  8ee Chap. i,
26, and vit, 5. If slave-holding is not set down as a sin
against God in this passage, and the others here referred to,
then no sin s described in any part of the Bible.

8. By reason of whom, §ec.

When persons err who profess the Christian religion, it
gives the greatest occasion for the wicked and unbelieving to
speak evil of Christinnity. HHence it is that the example of
Christians who make, vend, and use ardent spirit, as an article
of living or luxury, is so much deplored by all the true friends
of the temperance cause ; and hence also it is, that the ex-
ample of Christians who enslave thair specics, tends, in so
great a degree, to perpetuate the slavery system.  As long as
wicked and unprincipled men can refer to the example of
slave-holding ministers and members of the Christian churceh,
just so long slavery and the slave-trade will be continued.

9. Be subject to your masters.

See the note on Chap. x, 9.  ¢“Even a slave, if a Chris-
tian, was bound to serve him faithfully by whose money he
was bought, however illegul that tratlic may be considered.
In heathen countries, slavery was in some sort excusable § but
among Christinns it is an enormity and a crime, for which per-
dition has scarcely an adequate state of punishinent.” —[ Dr.
A. Clarke.]
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Here the word rendered servants is olx{ e, which signifiea
houschold serrants ; but even this word does not necessarily
imply those who were the entire property of another ; it 19
true that oixeey s had 1his signification sometimes among the
Greels, but not always ; and the reasons before assigned
chow that it is by no means certain that this is the sense in
which this word is used here. It occurs hut in theee other
places 1n the New ‘L'estament, and in one of them the reader
will pereeive ot once that it could not have been used to sig-
nify one who wus held as the entire property of another,
This ia Luke xvi, 1}, See ulso Aets x, 7. Rom. aiv, 4.

“We are told that slavery 1s a very delicate subject, and a
poliical subject, and that the Apostles {very properly, it is also
sutd) did not meddle with the relation at all, but left it to the
Faws of huisan socicty to regulate, and that they received both
masters and slaves into the church together, without any
change in the relation, and that they got along with it as well
ns they could in this way.,  Now where is the proof of all
this ?

““ I'or proof we are commonly referred to those passages
in which the Apostles preseribed the duties of masters and
servants, where they told servants to he obedienot to their mas-
ters, and masters o remember that hey also had 2 master
IHeaven, and so on. Dot what does this prove? It takes for
granted — what cannot be proved, and what 12 not true, and iy
contrary to known historical fuct and the use of language —~
that all rervants were sluves and  afl masters slave.holders,
Whereas, the fuct is, there were two distinet relalions of servi-
tude.  And there were also two classes of masters, deseribed
by two diflerent terms in Greek, thonzh all are called by the
same word, masters, in our Boglich transation, The Apos.
tes alwinys used the words correetly and o diseriminating
nmanner. 'The two words ueed in Greek are Lyrios and dess

" i
.
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potes. The first, kyrios, is u title of respect, denoting eithti
futhority or worth.  Sarah wsed the term in addressing her
husband.  Mary nddressed it lo tho gardner at the sepulchre
the jailor of Phillippi to the Apostles, &c. The same term ig
proper to he used of any naster, or person who employs oth-
ers in his service, Whether they are hired laborers, or servants;
or apprentices.  These masters, kyrioi, are addressed as
Christians, and exhorted to be just and rendier to their servents
that which is just and equal,  And all the servants of such aro
txhorted to be obedient heartily and with good will.

‘ But the word for sluve-holder is despotes.  And when thd
Apostle speaks to the servants of a despotes, he summons up
ull the Christian syvmpathies, and exhorts them to be patient
under their trials, and points them forwanl to the blessed hope
uf the gospel beyond the grave. T'he passage s interesting
und instructive. Sve 1 Pet. ii, 18 — 25,

Servants, (othetai —slaves, not doulot — servants —thd
translitors ought to have made the distinction as plain in Eng-
lish us it is 10 Greek) be subject to your (despolais) musters
with all fear ; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the
froward.  Tor this is thank-worthy, ift a man for consciened
toward God endure grief, suffering wronglully.  For what
glory is i, if, when ye be butfetted for your fanlts ye elinll taka
it patiently 2 hat if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take
it patiently, this is acceptable with God.  For even hereunto
were ye called 5 because Christ also sutlered for us, leaving us
an example, that ye should follow his steps @ who did no sin,
neither was gunile founll in his mouth ¢ who, when he wad re-
viled, resviled not again § when he sullered, he threatened not ;
hut connitted himself to him that judgeth righteously @ who
his own gell bare our sinz in his owa body on the tree, that
we, betng dead to sing, should live unto righteousness @ by
whose stripes ye wera healed.  For yo were as sheep gning
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astray ; but arc now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop
of your souls,

¢t But you sce here he does not turn round and tell the des-
potes how to treat his slaves. God never regulates sin, nor
teaches us how to do wrang, how to steal, or oppress, or to do
any other wickedness. The Bible never speaks to a despofes
as a brother in the church. It tells them to vindo the heavy
burdens, and let the oppressed go frea.  And in case they do
not heed the admionition, it tells them the lire of their lobor-
ers, who have resped down their fields, which is kept back by
Traud, erieth, and the eries arm entered into the cars of the
Lord of Sabaoth,

“ It is not true that the Apostles adidressed slave-holders as
Christian brethren, ax has been often asserted.  On the con-
vrary, T maintain thal they nist have taken it for granted, that
w8 soon as a slave ma<er beeane a Christtan he would let hia
slaves go free, us a matter of course. [ defy the world to
prove that there ever was a slave-master admitted and toler-
ated in the Christinn chureh, until after the Bishop of Rome
sanctioned ity when he divided Africa between Portugal and
Spain.  The very Gaet thnt Christianity uniformly extingnished
slivery wheresver it ciume, is proot” that the Apostles and early
Gihorers preached o cach a wanner that slavery could not ex-
ist tn the charch.

“ Aud it vou carefully study the writings of the Apostles,
vou will find that the whole spirit and tewor of them corres-
nonds to this view,  Ilear what the Apostle Paul says, 1 Tim,
1, 9, 10,

IKnowing this, that the law is not made for n righteous man,
bat for the lnwless and disebedient, for the ungodly amd for
sinners, for unholy and protane, for murderers of fathers, and
murderers of mothers, for wan-slayers, tor whoremongers, for
tham that defile themselves with mankind, for men.steolers.
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for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing
that is contrary to seund doctrine,

‘s Ilere 1t is observable that the word rendered men-stealers
is not a word denoting an act of rohbery, but an act of sale or
traffic — men-traders, and properly marks those who exercise
or claimr property in men.  These the law of God, as laid
down by the Apostle Paul, classes ulong with € murderers off
fathers, and wmurderers of mothers,” with ¢ whoremongers,”
with ¢ perjured persons,” and all the most abominable wicked-
ness, Girotius, a scholur of the first rank, especially for criti-
cal skill in Greek, suys it denotes all who buy, sell, or retain
any person as property. There is no doubt that this sin ex-
isted among the heathen, as it does at this day.,  But will any
person now say that the Apostles brought slave-holders into
the chureh, and cherished them thiere ay Christian brethren 2
Slave-holders and slavery-npologists tiay believe it 5 1 cunnot,
till [ have proof, * strong as holy writ,’ and that his never yet
appeared.”’ — [ Rev. James H. Dicky.)

10. Love as brethren.

It is diflicult to conceive what the Christian enslavers, at the
south, do with this and similar passages of Seripture, as it i
well known that a wminister, in many plices, cannot enforce
the law of love without being suspected of Favoring emanci-
pation ; and it must be remembered, that if any one, in some
of the States, do but make o sign or utter one syllable which
may be construed as having such a design, or a tendency o
this effect, he is linble to sutler death upon the gallows !

12, We ought to lay down our tives for the brethren.,

It is a strange fact, that the wicked enslavers of the buman
species, such as mike no pretensions to any religions prineiple
in the regnlation of their conduct, will never refuse to risk
their lives in their eflorts to keep the slaves in hondage, wmd
yet how few, how very fow professing Christians and Christia
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ministers are found, who will run even the hazard of losing a
little property, in order to restore to their brethren the inalien-
able rights of which they have heen so unjustly deprived ! If
we sny a1 word to them ahout doing justice to the pbor, op-
pressed, degraded, and injured slave, we dre directly told of
the consequences! Oh, the dreadful consequences that would
follow the enactinent of just and suitable laws, for the protec-
tion, defence, and regulntion of the poor sluves !

et ur notice n few enses of emancipation, and see what
the consequences were which followed. In 1820, the em-
peror Alexander emancipated the whole populiation of the is-
land of Oesel, amounting to no less than thirty-five thousand.
No evil consetquences followed.,  Slavery was abolished, sud-
denly, in 1829, by the Republic of Mexico.  Columbia,
another Republic of South America, did the same in 182].
Cuntamala, in 1524, Peru and Chili, in 1828, and Bolivia
about the anme time. DBuenos Ayres abolished slavery in 1816,
and Monte Video move recently ;5 many other nations who
have done the same have been inentioned in another chapter.
On the fiest of August, 1834, this work was done throughout
the British dominions ; and in Antigua and Bermwuda, where
the slaves were made wmeonditionally free, no ditliculties of
any kind have followed.  But in some of the other West-
India Islanda, whero tiey undertook to obtuin work from the
glaves after they were inade free, and this too without the use
of the whip, or the reward of mouey to pay them for their
Inbors, as was anticipated, smme uneasiness has followed.

But what evil consequences eould possibly follow the oman-
cipation of all the slaves in this land, if this should be done
by the enactiment of suttable and impartially adnunistered
luws?  Would the enactment of just and equitable faws for
their defence and supersision, could such laws any way pro-
duce one millionth part of the wickedness which now consti-
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tutes the very sum and substance of the slave-system? Wity
18 1t that persons who talk so much about the ¢ consequences™
of abolishing slavery in this nation, never undertake to make
some estitiate of the world of iniquity of the system, and the
ten thousand thousand evils which it is constautly bringing
upon the nation, and upon all who are connccted with ?
Think of 1he accumulated wrongs which nearly three millions
of men, women, and children are compelled every day and
every hour to sufier in this nation!  Think of the theft, the
fraud, the pollution, and the nuinberless ather crimes which
this system 1s now coustantly inflicting npon both the enslaver
and the enslaved !  And think of the death struggle which
must sooner or later come between the biacks and whites at
the south, if slavery be not soon abolished by moral and
peaceable means.

Hear one of Virginia's statesmen on this subject, Henry
Berry, Egq., in a speech of his, delivered in the House of Del-
egates of Va,, Jun, 20, 1832

“8ir, I believe that no cancer on the physical body was
ever more certiin, stendy, and fatal in its progress, than this
cancer on the political body of Virginia. It is eating into her
very vitals,  And shall we admit that the evil is past remedy ?
Shull we act the part of a puny patient, suffering under (hie
ravages of a fatal disease, who would say the remedy is too
painful 2 ¢* Pass as severe luws as yo v will to keep these un-
fortunate creatures in ignorance, it is . vain, unless you can
extinguish that spark of intelleet which God has given thew,
Sir, wee have as fur as possible closed every avenue by which
Hght might enter their minds ; we have only to 20 one step
farther, —to extinguish the capacity to see the light, — and
our work will be completed 5 they would then be reduced to
the level with the beasts of the field, and  we should be safe
and I am not certain that we would not do it, il we could find
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oul the necessary process, and that under the plea of neees.
stfy. Tt sir, this s impossible ; and can man be in the
midst of freemen and not know what freedoni 1«2 Can he
feel that bie has the power to assert his Liberty, and will he not
doit?  Yes, sir, with the certainty of time’s current he will
doit, whenever he his the power,  “The data are before us
nll, and every man can waork out the process for himself,  &ir,
a death strugele must come between the two classes, 1n
which one or the other will be eatinguished forever.  Who
can contemplate such a catastrophe, xs even possible, and be
indifferent :

15. Partaker of his eril deeds,

Let those members and mimsters in the Christian church,
who do not set their facves against the st of slave-holding in
all who practice it, think on these words.

V6. Nlarves and souls of wmen.

The vt badies and souls of men; these are here
set down ns articles of trathic, with beasts, sheep, and horses!
And it should be noted also, thut the trade here spoken of, in
the souls and bodies of tnen was carried on by an anti-ehiris-
tian church,

*“The laord who judgeth her will etluce his wrath upon
Babylon, beeause she makes merchandise of slaves, the souls
atd bodies of men, To number the peraons of men with
beaats, sheep, and horses, gs the stoek of 4 farin, or with bales
of gards, as the cargo of a ship, 4 0 most detestable and ot
christie.y practien.”” = | Neott. |

But from these wonds we learn that the time is coming
when ao man shaldl buy the souds and hodies of men any
more al all ! Aund, consequently, when the souls and bodies
of men are netther boeght nor ~old any more, then all slave.
bolding must cease, and slavery becote eatincet throughout
this nation and throughout the whols world 1 Yes, as sure ns
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wo may depend upon the veracity of the infinite God, just sa
certainly we sholl not bo disappointed in expecting the utter
extinction of this infernal system from the fuce of the globe.
And then will come the world's jubilee ! O the dolightful
anticipations of that auspicious day ! When man shall en-
slave his fellow-man ¢“ no more at afl {** when there shall be
““ no more ’’ soul.drivers, nor ** brokers in the trude of blood.™
When the clanking of chaing apen human limbs shsll bo heard
““ no more at all.”’  When the bloody thumb-serews and the
lacerating whip shall torture **no more at all.”*  'I'hien shall
the cruel man-stealer no more part thoso asunder whon God
joins together 3 nor shall the parent’s joy he damped and chilled
any more by the sight of a Christian white man !

Merciful God ! In the greatness of thy conpassion, hasten,
O haaten, the arrival of that biessed hour !

CIHAPTER XIII.

TIHE TESTIMONY OF THE CIVILIZED WORLD
AGAINST SLAVERY.

Tue following testimonies are from some of the
wisest and best of men that bave ever Jived ; men of
different notions, and of different political and yeh-
gious creeds. KFrom these we many sce that the pi-
ety and wisdom of the world agrees perfectly with
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the word of God, in condemming slavery as onc of
the greatest ontrages upon the rights, the souls, and
bodies of men, which 1t is possible for humanity to
sufler.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men arc crecated free and equal; that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain inalienable
rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the
pursiit of happiness. — | Declaralion of American
Independence, 1776, ]

No longer shall the United States of America be
famed for hiberty.  Oppression pervades their bow-
els; and while they exhibit a fair exterior to other
parts of the world, they are nothing more than
painted sepulchres, contaming within them rotten-
ness and corruption. — [ Othelio, Baltimore Adver-
{iser, 1788.]

Everything that is miserable, horrible, and odious,
is comprised in this abominable {slive] system.  T'he
slavery practiced in Awnericnuis not only abowinably
unjust, inconsistent, and ridiculous, but it is a dis-
grace to human nature,  There never vet was an
instance, in which all the rights of human nature
were more flagrantly vielated than i the case of
American slavery.,  Perfect liberty and equality
with the whites is this day the inalienable right of

14
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every negro in Amevica. — [ Amynto, New-York,
1796.]

Let who will startle or laugh, 1 steadfastly main-
tain that we must bring them [negroes] to an equal
standing, 1n point of privileges, with the whites!
‘They must enjoy all the rights belonging to human
nature— [ Fiske, tutor in Dartmouth College, 1795.]

African slavery is unjust in its nature, inpolitic in
its principles, and in its consequences ruinous to the
industry and enterprise of the citizens of these
States. — [ Memorial of the Connecticut State So-
ciely for the Promotion of Freedom, Se., praying for
Congress to abolish the stave-trade, and signed by
Ezra Stines, (President of Yale College) Presi-
dend, and SimroN Banowin, Scerctary, 17911

They [the slaves] have yet as wuch a right to
their hiberty as ever they had, and to demand it of
him who holds them in bondage; and he denies
them their right — which 1s of more worth to them
than everything clse they can have in the world, —
every hour he refuses or neglects to sct them at
liberty.

Slavery is, in every instance, wrong, unrighteous,
and oppressive, a very great and crying sin, there
being nothing of the kind equal to it on the fuce of

the earth, — [Samucel Hopkins, 1776.]
It will not do thus to talk like philosophers, and

act like unrelenting tyrants; to be perpetually ser-
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monizing it, with liberty for our text, and actual op-
pression for our commentary. — [ W, Puinckney, n
the Maryland House of Delegates, 1789.]

Domestic slavery is repugnant to the principles of
Chrstianity, [t prostrates every benevolent and
just principle of action in the human heart. It is
rebellion ngainst the authority of a common Father.
It is a practical denial of the extent and cfficacy of
the death of o common Saviour. It is an usurpa-
tion of the prerogative of the great sovereign of the
universe, who has solemnly claimed an exclusive
property in the souls of men, ~—[Benjamin Rush,
1794.]

I tremble for my country, when I recollect that
God 15 just, and that his justice cannot sleep forever.
The Alimighty has no attribute that can take sides
with us in such a struggle. — [Jefferson, 1782.]

[ thought it my duty to expose the monstrous im-
piety and cruelty, not only of the slave-trade, but of
slavery itself, in whatever form 1t is found; and
likewise to assert that no authority on earth can cver
render such enormous niquities legal. — [Grenville
Sharp, as early as 1787.1

T'hose arc incn-stealers who abduet, keep, sell, or
buy slaves or freemen.  To steal a man is the high-
est kind of theft. — [Grotius. ]

e who supports the system of slavery is the en-
cmy of the whole human race. 1le divides it into
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two socicties of legal assassins — the oppressors and
the oppressed. It 1s the same thing as proclainnng
to the world, if you will preserve your own hfe, in-
stantly take away mine, for 1 want to have yours. —
[ Abbe Raynal)

This torturing systemn has been pursued so far as
to prevent the development of the mental {aculties.
In Virginig, to have bheen able to read, cost a black
man his life. e demanded that the Africans should
share the henefits promised by American hiberty ; and
supported this demand by their own 1l of Rights,
Where refutation 1s impossible, all tyranuies resemble
cach other. ‘Phe negro suffered on the gallows, —
[ Able GFregotire.]

Slavery 1s vindicated in print, (1788) and defended
in the House of Peers!  Poor human reason, when
wilt thou come to years of discretiont — [ Hannah
More.]

'I'he threo onging of the right of slavery, assigned
by Justinian, are all built upon false foundations:
First, Slavery is said to anse from captivity in war.
T'he conqueror having o right to the life of lus cap-
tive, If he spares that, has then a nght to deal with
hitn as he pleases,  But this is untrue, if taken gen-
erally, — thit, by the laws of nations, anan has a
rierhit to kill his enciny., e has only u right to Ialk
him in poarticular cases, in cases of absolute neces-
sity for self-defence.  And itis plain, this absolute
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wecessity did not subsist, since he did not kill him,
but made him prisoner. War itsell 1s justifiable
only on principles of sclf-preservation: thercfore it
rives us no right over prisoners, but to hinder their
hurting us by confining them. Much less can it
give a right to torture, or kill, or even to enslave an
enciy when the war 1s over.  Since, thercfore, the
richt of making our prisoners slaves, depends on a
suppose! right of slaughter, that foundation failing,
the consequence which is drawn from it must fail
hkewise,

It 15 said, sccondly, slavery may bLegin by one
~man's selling himsell to another.  And 1t 1s true, a

man may scll hunself to work for another; but hes
cannot scll himself to be a slave, as above defined.
Fvery sale implies an equivalent given to the seller,
in licu of what he wransfers 1o the buyer.  But what
cquivalent can be given for life or hberty? lhis
property likewise, with the very price which he
scems o receive, devolves ipse fucfo to his master,
the instant he becomnes his slave: 1in this case, there-
fore, the buyer gives nothing, and the seller recetves
nothing. Of what validity then can a sale be,
which destroys the very principle upon which all
sales are founded ?

We are told, thirdly, that men may be born slaves
by betng the children of slaves.  But thig, being

bailt upon the two former nghts, must fall together
14°
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with them. }f neither captivity nor contruct can,
by the plain law of nature and reason, reduce the
parent to a state of slavery, much less can they re-
duce the offspring. — [ Blackstone.]

If you have made a happy slave, you have made
a degraded man. — [ Edmund Burke,]

Slavery 1s a mass, o system of enormities, which
incontrovertibiy bids defiance to every regulation
which ingenuity can devise, or power effect, but a
tota!l extinction. Why ought slavery to be abol-
ished? DBecause 1t is incurable injustice. Why is
injustico to remain for a single hour? — [ William
Pl

Are we then fanatics? are we enthusiasts? be
cause we cry, “do not rob! do not murder?” In
whatsoever situation [ may ever be, so long as I
have a voice to speak, this question shall never be at
an end. With regard to a regulation of slavery, my
detestation of its existence induces me to know no
such thing as a rerulation of robbery, and a restric-
tion of murder. — | Charles James Fox.]

If the situation of slaves were as happy as servi-
tude could make them, I must not commit the enor-
mous crime of selling man to man. Personal frec-
dom is a night, of which he who deprives a fellow
creature is absolutely criminal in sodepriving him;
and which he who withholds is no less criminal in

withholding, — [Charles James Foz.]
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Man-stealersf The worst of thieves; in com-
parison of whom, highway-robbers and house-break-
ers are tnnocent; and men-buyers are exactly on 2
level with men-stenlers.

May I speak plainly toyou? [must. Lovecon-
strains me; love to you, as well as to those you are
concerned with,

Is there 2 God?  You know there is. Is hea
just God?  Then there must be a state of retribu-
tion ; a state wherein the just God will reward ¢very
man according to his works. Then what reward
will be rendered to you? ), think betiines! before
you drop into eternity! ‘T'hink now, *“ke shall
have judgment without mercy that showed ne
merey.” *'I'he blood of thy brother™ (for, whether
thou wilt believe 1t or no, such he is in the sight of
him that made him) *crieth against thee from the
earth,” from the ship, and from the waters. O,
whatever it costs, put a stop to 1ts cry before it be
too late: instantly, al any price, were it the half of
your gooids, deliver thysell {rom blood guiluiness !
'Thy hands, thy bed, thy furntture, thy house, thy
lands, are at present stained with blood.  Surely 1t
1s enougl ; accumulate no more guilt; spill no more
the blood of the innocent! Do not hire another to
shed blood ; do not pay him for doingit!  Whether
you are a Christian or no, shew yourself a man!
Be not inore savage than a lion or a bear! — | Rev.
John Wesley ]



I58 TESTIMONY OF GoOD

Every man who cannot show that his negro hath,
by his voluntary conduct, forfeited his liberty, is ob.
ligated 1mmmediately to manumit him. And to hold
[such an one] in a state of slavery, is to be every
day guilty of robbing him of his liberty, or of man-
stealing — and fifty years from this time (1791) it
will be as shameful for a man to hold a negro slave,
as to be guilty of common robbery or theft. — [ Youn-
ger Edwards, Pastor of a church in New-Haven,
and afterwards President of Union College.]

Never was a system so big with wickedncss and
cruelty. In whatever part of 1t you direct your view,
the eye finds no comfort, no satisfaction, no relicf.
[t is the prerogative of slavery to separate fromn evil
its concomitant good, and to reconcile discordant
mischiefs. It robs war of its generosity, it deprives
peace of its secunty. You have the vices of pol-
ished society, without its knowledge nr its comforts;
and the evils of barbarism, without its simplicity,
Slavery 1s the full measure of pure, unmixed, unso-
phisticated wickedness; and scorning all competi-
tion, or comparison, 1t stands without a rival in the
secure, undisputed possession of its detestable pre-
eminence. — | Wilberforce.}

Slavery is a state so improper, so degrading, and
so ruinous to the feelings and capacities of human
nature, that it ought not to be suflered to exist, —
[ Ldmund Burke.]
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Stavery i1s made up of every crime that treachery,
cruelty, and murder can invent; and men-stealess
are the very worst of thieves. 'T'he most knavish
tricks are practiced by these dealers in human flesh ;
and if slaves think of our general character, they
must suppose that Christians are devils, and that
Chnistianity was forged in hell, — [ Rowcland L]

{t is as really wicked to rob a wan of his liberty,
as to rob him of his life; and it 1s much more wicked
than to rob bim of his property. T'o hold a man in
a state of slavery, isto be every day guilty of rob-
bing him of his liberty, or of man-stealing, — [Jona-
than Edwards.)

If we may judge of the future by the past, within
fifty years from thistime it will be as shameful for a
man to hold a negro slave, as to be guilty of com.
mon robbery or theft. — [Jonathan Lidwards, 1791.]

Slavery is injustice, which no consideration of
policy can extenuate. — | Bishop Iorsley.]

'T'he Christian religion is opposed to slavery in its
spirit and its principles; 1t classes men-stealers
among mnurderers of fathers and of mothers, and the
most profane criminals upon earth. — [ Biskop Por-
feus.|

No man 1s by nature the property of another.
The rights of nature mnust be someway forfeited,
before they can be justly taken away, —|Sumuel
Joknson.)
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The whole system 1s essentially and radically bad.
Injustice and oppression are its fundamental princi-
ples. 1 do not aflirm, or imagine that every slave-
holder is therefore a wicked man; but if he be not,
1t is only upon the score of ignorance. Lt us Jeave
the deserts of the individual to 1lim who knoweth
the heart; of his actions, ¢ may speak; and we
ought to speak in the language of reprobation, dis-
gust, and abhorrence. — [Jonathan Dymond.]

The manner in which the duty of servants is in-
culcated, affords no ground for the assertion that the
gospel authorizes onc man to hold another in bond-
age, any more than the command to turn the other
cheek, iustifies the infliction of violence, — [PPresi-
dent Wayland.)

The man who, on hearing the claim to property in
man, does not sec and feel distinctly thatitis a cruel
usurpation, i1s hardly to be reached by reasoning;
for it 1s hard to find any plainer principles than what
he begins with denying, — [Channing.]

To steal or buy an African on his own shores is
piracy. In this act the greatest wrong is inflicted,
the most sacred right violated, But if a human be-
ine cannot, without infinite injustice, be seized as
property, then he cannot, without equal wrong, be
held as such. — [ Channing.]

We hear of some of the southern States enriching
themselves by breeding slaves for sale.  Of all the
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ficensed oceupations of society, this is the most de-
testable. What! Rear human famibes, like herds
of swine, and then scatter them to the four winds

for gain, — [ Channng.
‘I'he houschold of the slave may be broken up ar-

bitrarily by the master; but he finds his revenge, if
revenge he asks, in the blight which the masters
unfaithfulness sheds over his own domestic joys. A
slave country recks with hicentiousness. It 1s tainted
with a deadlier pestilence than the plague. — [ Clian-

ning.)

Thus man devotes his brother, and destroys ;

And, warse than all, and most to he deplored,

As human nature’s broadest, foulest blot,

Chunins hit and tasks him, and exacts his sweat

With stripes, that merey, with a bleeding heart,

Weeps when she sees inflicted on a beast.  Cowprr.

Was man ordained the slave of man to toil,
Yoked with the brutes, and fettered to the soil —
Weighed in a tyrant’s halance with his gold ?

No ! Nature stamped us in a heavenly mould ;
She bade no wretch his thankless labor urge,

Nor trembling take the pittance and the scourge.
CAMPBELL.

Who can with paticnee for a moment see

This medley mass of pride and misery,

Of whips and charters, manacles and rights,
Of slaving blacks, and democratie whites ?

To think that man, thou just and righteons Ged !
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Should stand before theo witha tyrant’s rod,
O’er creatures Jike himself — with souls from Thee —~—
And yet to bonst of perfect liberty ! T'Honmas MooRe,

Of all slave-holders under lleaven, those of the
United States appear to me the most reprehensible;;
for man 1s never so truly odious as when he inflicts
upon others that which he himself abominates. —
[Z2dward Rushton to General Washington.

Slavery is a dominion and system of laws, the
most merciless and tyrannical that ever were toler-
ated upon the face of the earth. — [ Puley.]

Wiiile I am indulging in my views of Afnerican
prospects, and Armerican hberty, it 1s mortifying to
be told that in that very country a large portion of
the people are slaves! It 1s a dark spot en the {ace
of the nation. Such a state of things cannot al-
ways existe — [ Lafayette.]

Robbers invade the property, and murderers the
life of human beings, but he that holds another man
in boudage, subjects the whole sum of his existenc.-
to oppression, bereaves him of every hope, and 14
therefore. more detestable than robber and assassin
combined, — [ Thomas Day.]

Of all men living, an American citizen, who 1s the
owner of slaves, is the most despicable — he is 2 po-

litical hypocrite of the very worst description. - -
[O Connell.]
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There 1s a law above all the enactiments of human
codes. It is the law written by the {inger of God
on the heart of man; and by that law, unchanee-
able and eternal, while men despize frand, and
loath rapine, and abhor biood, they shail reject with
indigrnation the wild and gty phantasy, that man
can bold propenty in wian -—\{Henry Brougiam.)

] hoid the system of slavery o be a eriine of the
deepest dye, and [ would deal with 1t as crunes
onelitto be dealt with, — [0 Fowell Bucton.)

Slavery 1s the mtringement of wdl Jaws —a law
havine o tendency to preserve slavery would be the
crossest saenlere 1 ber as fervently of my coun-
tre as | would for the hves of my children, that
vou will never consent that clime, or color, or ereed,
should make any distimetion - vour Republic, —
| Boltvar.]

[ wish that the tine may soon comne, when all our
inhabitants, of every color and denommation, shall
be frec and equal partakers of our politieal jiberty,
{John Juy, 1735.]

[t ts the donble curse of slavery 1o dearade all
concerned with i, downe or sutferine,  T'he slave 13
the Iowest in the scale of Runan beingrs, except the
slave-dealer. — [ Moalgomery.)

By sophistry, evil hinbits, neglect, and the nnpos-
tures of an ant-Chrnstian priesthood, jmned in one
conspiracy with the violenen of tyvrannical govern-

|
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ors, the understandings of men may become so dark-
encd, and their consciences so lethargic, that a ne-
cessity arises for the re-publication of self-evident
traths, and this, too, with o voice of loud alarn and
impassioncd warning. Such were the truths with
which Thowmas Clarkson and his excellent confeder-
ates conquered the legalized banditti of man-stealers
— the numerous and powerful perpetrators of rapine,
murder, and (worse than either) slavery | — { Cole-
ridge.]

We, in an enlightened age, have greatly surpassed,
in brutality and injustice, the most ignorant and big-
barous ages; and while we are pretending to the
finest feelings of humanity, are exercising unprece-
dented cruelty.  We have planted slavery in the
rank soil of sordid avarice; and the product has beeu
misery in the extreme. — | Elias Hicks.)

Even the carth itself, which teems profusion un-
der the cultivating hand of the free-born laborer,
shrinks into barrenness from the contaminating sweat
of a slave. — [ Monlesquien.]

If we allow negroes to be men, 11 will begin to be
believed that we ourselves are not Christinns,—[ Mon-
tesquicu. |

Diseuise thyself as thon wilt, still, slavery, thou
are o bitterdraught, — [ Sterne. ]

Nutonly the Chnstian religion, but nature herself
cries put against a state of slovery. — [ Pope Leo X
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[All slaves in the British empire] shall become
and be, to all intents and purposes, free and discharged
from and of all manner of slavery, and slavery 1s
hercby forever abolished and declared unlawful, —
LAct of Britishk Parliament.]

‘The gentleman has appealed to the Christian re-
ligion in justification of slavery. I would ask him
upon what part of those pure doctrines does he rely;
to which of those sublime precepts does he advert to
sustain his position? s it that which teaches char-
ity, justice, and good-will to all, or is it that which
teaches, “ Do ye unto others as ye would they should
do unto you.” — [ Thomas J. Randolph of Virginia.]

In heathen countries, slavery was in some sort ex-
cusable; among Christians 1t 1s an enormity and a
crime, for which perdition has scarcely an adequate
stete of punishment.

I here register my testimony against the unprinci-
pled, inbuman, anti-Christian, and diubolic slave-
trade, with all its authors, promoters, abettors, and
sacrilegious gains; as well as against the great devil,
the father of it and them.—[Dr. A Clark.]

‘I'he holding of human beingsin a state of slavery
1s 1n direct opposition to all the principles of natural
right, and to the benign spirit of the religion of
Christ. — [ Weslteyan Conference, England.]

Men-stealers are inserted among these daring
criminals, acainst whom the law of God directed its
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curses, ‘I'hese kidnapped men to sell thewm for slaves;
and this practice scems inseparable from the other
iniquities and oppressions of slavery : nor can a slave-
dealer keep free from this criminality, if “the re-
ceiver be as bad as the thief,’ — [Scott.]

The conference acknowledges that slavery i1s con-
trary to the laws of GGod, man, and nature, and hurt-
ful to society ; contrary to the dictates of conscience
and pure religion; and doing what we would not
that others should do unto us; and they pass their
disapprobation upon all our friends who keep slaves,
and they advise their freedom.—{ Dis. of the N. L,
Church, 1780.]

I do a man greater injury when I deprive him of
his liberty, than when I deprive him of his property.
It 1s vain for me to plead that 1 have the sanction of
law ; for this makes the injury the greater — it arms
the community against him, and makes his case des-
perate. The owners of such slaves then are licensed
robbers, and not the just proprictors of what they
claim. Freeing them is not depriving them of prop-
erty, but restoring 1t to the night owner. lHuman
legislators should remember that they act in subor-
dination of the greater ruler of the universe, and
have no right to enact laws contrary to his.  The
people should know that Legislatures have not this
power; and that a thousand laws can never make
that innocent which the divine law has made crimi-
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nal, or give them u right to that which the divine
lnw forbids them to claim., In America, aslaveis a
gtanding mounument of the tyranny and inconsis-
tency of human governments. The master 18 the
encmy of the slave; he has made open war upon
him, and is daily carrying it on in unremitted efforts.
Can any oue imagine, then, that the slave is -
debted to Ins master, and bound to serve him?
Whenee can the oblication arise?  What is it
founded upon?  What is iny duty to an cnemy that
1s carrying on war axamst me? I do not deny, but
ih smne circumstances it is the duty of the slave to
serve; but it is aduty he owes himself, and nut his
master. — [ Rer. Darvid Riee.)

[‘I'he ubove was uttered by this minister of God,
before the Convention which et to forin the Con.
stitution of the State of Kentucky, in 17907

As o Virginian, 1 do not question the master's
title to his slave; but | put it to the gentleman, as o
man, a8 o moral man, as a-Christinn man, whether
he has not some doubt of his claim being as absolute
and ungqualified ns that of other property? 1 ac.-
knowledge | tremble for the fate of my country at
some future day, unless we * do something V7 —{J.
A. Chandler of Virginia.]

You mayv place the slave where you please — you
may dry up to yvouwr utmost, the fountain ol Ins feel.
ines, the springs of his thought — vou may close

| H
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upon his mind every avenue to knowledge, and cloud
1t over with artificial night — you inay yoke him to
your labor, as the ox which liveth only to work, and
worketh only to live — you may put him under any
process, which, without destroying lis vulue as a
slave, will debase and crush him as o rational being
~— you may do this, and the iden that he was born
to be free, will survive it all. It 1s allied to lus hope
of immortality — it is the eternal part of his nature,
which oppression cannot reach — 1t 1s @ torch hit up
in bis soul by the hand of the Deity, and never
meant 1o be extinguished by the hand of man, —-
{James G. McDowell, jr. of Virgona.l

I'here is a *still, small voice” which speaks to
the heart of man 1 o tone too clenr and distinct to
be disregarded. It tells him that every system of
slavery is based upon injustice and oppression. If
rentlemen disregard it now, and lull their conscien-
ces to sleep, they may be aroused to n sense of their
danger when it is too late to repair their errors, —
[P. A. Bolling of Virginia.]

Jsongress shall make no law respecting an estab-
Jishment of religion, or prolubiting the free exercise
thereof ; or abridging the freedom of speech or of
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to
assetnble, and to petition the government for o re-
dress of grievances, — [Coastitulion of the United
States.)
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Fivery citizen may freely speak, write, and pub-
lish his sentiments on any subject, being responsible
for the abuse of this hberty. No laws shall be
passed regulating or restraining the freedowmn of the
press. — [ Maine. ]

‘Tie liberty of the press is essential to secunty of
freedom in n State) 1t ought not, therefore, 10 be re-
strained in tns Commonwenlth, —{ Massachusells.)

'The Liberty of the press is essential to the sceurity
of freedom in o State; it ourht, therefore, to be invi-
olubly preserved. — [ New-Tlampshire.]

The people have a rnight to freedom of speceh,
and of writine and publishing their sentinments con-
cerning the transactions of goverminent, and, there-
fore, the freedomn of the press ought not te be re-
strained, — | Fermont, |

livery citizen may {reely speak, write, and publish
his sentiments on ail subjecty, being responsible for
the abuse of that nght,

No law shall ever be passed to curtail or restrain
the hiberty of speechy or of the press. — [ Connecticut. ]

Iivery citizen may freely speak, wnite, and publish
his sentiments on all subjects, being responstble for
the abuse of that nght; and no law shall be passed
o restrin or abridee the fiberty of speech, or of the
press, o all prosecntions, or indictments f{or libels,
the truth wmay be iven in evidence to the jury: and
1f 1t shall appear 1o the jury that the matter charged
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as libellous s true, and was published with good
motives, and for justifiable ends, the party shall be
acquitted; and the jury shall have the nght o de-
termine the law and the fuct. — { New-York.]

T'he printing presses shall be free to every person
who undertakes to examine the proceedings of th
Legislature, or any branch of government; and no
Law shall ever be inade to restrain the right thereof.
The free communieation of thourhts and opintons
15 one of the mvaluable rirhts of man; and every
citizen may freely speak, write, and print on any
subject, being responsible for the abuse of that hbeny.
[ Pennsylvania.]

T'he press shall be free to every citizen who un-
dertakes to examine the official conduet of men act-
ing 1o public capacity; and any cttizen may print
on any such subject, heing responsible for the abuse
of that hiberty, — | Delaware.]

The liberty of the press ought to be inviolably
preserved. — [LHaryland. ]

T'he freedom of the press is one of the great bul-
warks of liberty, and can never be restrained but by
despotic rovermnents, — | Vergmia. |

I'he freedom of the press 1z one of the greal bul.
warks of hiberty, and therefore onght never to he re.
strattied, — | Narth Caralin |

'he trial by jnr}', as heretofore used 1 this State
aned the hibarty of the press, shall be forever viola-
bly preserved, - [ Sounth Carolina.}
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I'reedom of the press, and tnial by jury, us here-
tofore used 1 this State, shall rewmain inviolate ; and
no ex facto Jaw shall be passed. — [ €icorgia]

The pnnting presses shall be free to every person
wio undertakes to examine the proceedings of the
Legislature, or any branch of government; and no
law shall ever he made to restrain the right thereof.
The {reo cominunication of thoughts and opinions i1s
one of the valueble rights of man; and every eiti-
zen may f{reely speak, write, and print on any sub-
ject, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty.
[ Kentiicky, Tennessee, Indiana, Louistana, and [l
{tnos.]

The printine presses shall be open and free to ev-
ery citizen who wishes to examine the proceedings
of any brauch of government, or the conduct of any
public officer; and no law shall ever restrain tie
neht thercof. Every citizen has an indisputable
rizht to speak, write, or print upon any subject, as he
thinks proper, being {iable for the abuse of that hib-
arty. — [ Okio.]

Every citizen may freely speak, write, and pub-
lish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible
for the abuse of that hberty,

No law shall ever be passed to curtail or restrain
the liberty of sprech or of the press,— | Missis-
sippi.]

Lvery citizen may freoly speak, write. and put-
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lish his sentiments on all su'jeets, being responsible
{or the abuse of that liberty. — [ Alabama.]

The free communication of thoughts and opin-
ions is one of the invaluable rights of man; and
cvery person may frecly speak, write, and print on
any subjeet, being responsible for the abuse of that
liberty. — { Missouri.]

If any citizen of the United States, being of the
crew or ship's company of any foreign ship or ves-
sel engaged in the slave trade, or any person what-
ever, being of the crew or ship's company of any
ship or vessel owned in the whole or part, or navi-
gated for. or in behalf of any citizen or citizens of
the Umited States, shall land, from any such ship or
vessel, and an any foreigi: shote seize any negro or
mulatto, not held to service or labor by the laws of
either of the States or Territories of the United
States, with intent to make such negro or mulatto a
slave, or shall decoy, or forcibiy bring or carry, or
shall reccive such negro or waulatto on board any
such ship or vessel, with intent as aforesaid, such
citizen or person shall be wdjudged a pirafe, and
on conviction thereof. before the Circuit Court of the
United States, for the district wherein he may be
brought or found, shall suffer pearu. — [ Laws of
the United Stuates.]
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Blessing of LEim that was ready to perish, H2
Blessing pronounced upon such as remember the poor, 58
Bondage of the Israelites, 14
Bond-servants, Hcbrews not to be compelled to serve as

such, 34
Bonds, those in, to be remembered, 137
Preaking the commands of God, and tenching men so, 99
Casting fots for God's people, 95
Christian rum-drinkers, 6O
Christian enslavers, 59
Clarke, 13r, A, his opinion of sfavery, and the sluve-

trade, 105, 131
Caoke, Dr., his opposition to slavery, &0
Comfort of the oppressed, 68
Congress, wmembers of, engaged in the slave-trade, 4.4
Conscquences to be apprehiended from the continuance

of the slave-svsteny, 147
Covetousness forbidden, 38, 104
Cruclties to servants, forbidden by the Mosaic law, 31

Daniel, his example referred to, 191



174 INDEX.

Definition of slavery, 7
Defrauding, ngainst, 130
Devil, the, a great oppressor, 106
Doing unto others as we would they shonld do unto us, 101
Dunb, the slaves are, in a most afecting sense, G7
Emancipation, immediate, a duty, 75
Emancipation, cuses of, 147
Example, power of, 59
False-dealing forbidden, 32
Falso-dealing, case of stated, 33

Gibeonites, the reasons why they were reduced to ser-

vitude, 49
Gilgrass, the Rev. Mr,, his account of a mother who was

robbed of her children, 53
Guilty, in what sense a person is, of breaking all of

God’s commandments, - 140
Hardening the hearts, how slave-holders do this, 18
Iebrew Commonwwealth, 39
Hunting souls, 92. 92
Ilypocrites, why slaves think others such, 69, 75

Jgnorance, no excuse for neglect of duty, in certain cases, 66

Ignorance of the slaves, how it is cansed, 94
ELinmediate emanetpation, 7h
Inquisition, in the United States, 57
Job, his example referred to, 52
Jubilee among the Jews, Y
Jubilee of the world, predicted, 149
Judgment against such as show no mercy, 140

Justice commanded, 39
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Kid=appers, manner of their taking their prey, 58
Kidnapping, case of, stated, 78
Laws, oppressive, 68, 69
Love commanded towsrd our neighbor, 34, 102, 104

toward brethren, 146

toward our enemies, 100
Mad, oppression makes men so, 69
MecDowell, extract from his speech, 50
Mun-stealers, 130, 131
Man-stealing, cases of stated, 84
Man-thieves condemned, 41
Marshall, 'T'., Esq., 77
Mercy, definition of this word, 99
Moses, law of, respecting slavery among the Jews, 25
Number oppressed in this Jand, 48
Obedicnce, commanded to servants, 142
Onesimus, his case considered, 136
Oppression defined, 14
Oppressing the poor, 64, 65
Oppressing the afllicted in the gate, 65
Paul, St., his chains referred to, 129
Paxton, Rev. J. D., extracts from, 79
Pity commanded, 19
Pharaoh a slave-holder, 156
Poor, are Christ’s representatives, 64
Power of masters over their slaves, 8
Freachers, elave-holding, 94
Prejudice, a sin, 64
Promises of God to deliver the opprassed, 32, 36, 58

Reconciliation, to those whom we have injured, neces-
sary before we approach God in prayer, 100

¥
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Relicf, to be aflorded te such as are in distress, 34
Reproaching God, how some do this, 64
Reproving our neighibor a duty, 6
Reward, not to bo given, for doing justice, Y
Rich men who oppress the poor, 140
Sabbatical year, 34
Scott, quotations fromn, 131
Servant, meaning of the word s¢ rendered in the New
Testament, 1144
Servitudo among the Jews, &c. 31
Bin of oppression, 60
Slave laws of South Carolina, 7
Slaves considered as chattels, 9

Slaves inay bo sold for payment of debts of a deccased

master, 9
Slavery, what 1t is, 7
Slavery, meaning of the word, as declared by the laws

of South Carolina, Louisiana, and Maryland, 7, 8
Souls and bodies of men, trading i, 145
Stealing forbidden, 36
Stumbling-blocks, to be removed, 33
Task-mesters, sluve-holders in Egypt so called, 15

Testimany of the Civilized World : — Declaration of In-
dependence, 1776 ; Baltimore Advertiser,
1778 3 Fiske, tutor in Dartinouth College,
17953 Meniorial of the State of Comnecti-
cut, 1791 ; Samuel Hopkins, 1776; Wm,
Pinckney, 1789 ; Benjamin Rush, 1794 ;
'I'homas Jefierson, 1782 ; Grenville Sharp,
1787 ; Abbe Raynal ; Abbo Gregoire ; lan-
nah More ; i'lacrkstone ; Edreiund lurke
Charles James Fox ; Rey. John Wesley ;
Edwards, 1691 ; Wilherforce ; Rowland
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Iill ; Jonathan Edwards ; Bishop Horsley ;
IBishop Porteas ; Samuei Johnsen ; Jona-
than Dymond ; President Wayland ; Chan-
ning ; Edward Rushton ; Payley ; l.afay-
ette 3 Thomas Day; O’Connell 3 llenry
Brougham ; T Towell DBuxton ; Bolivir ;
John Jay, 1785 ; Montgomery ; Coleridge ;
Flias lhicks ; Montesquicu ; Sterne ; Pope
Leo X 3 Act of Drtish Parlinment ; Ran-
dolph, of Virginia ; Dr. A. Clark ; Wesleyan
Conference, England ; Scott; Dis. of tho
N. E. Church, 1780 ; Rev. David Rice ; J.
A. Chandler, of Va.; James G. McDowell,
jr., of Va.; . A, Volling, of Va.; Consti-
tution of the United States ; do. of Maine
of Massachusetts ; of New-Iampshire: of
Vermont ; of Connecticut ; of New-York ;
of Pennsylvania; of Delaware ; of Mary-
land ; of Virginia ; of North-Carelna ; of
South Carolina ; of Georgio ; of Kentucky ;
Tennessce 3 Indiana, Lousiina, and Nlinois ;
of Ohio; of Mississippi ; of Alabama; of
Missouri § Laws of the United States, 150 —172

'Theft, penalty for this crime among the Jews, 31
Trading the persons of men, 95
Traps to catch mea described, 83, 54
Whapes of the laborer not to be retaired, 33
Waste places, caused by slavery, ki
Weizatier matters of the law omitted, 103

Wesley, his testimony against slavery and the slave-
‘trade, 131



ARL YOU A CHRISTIAN:

OR,
AID TO SELF-EXAMINATION,

Fouw Memprns or Tur Cuusenn o: CHRIST AND THOSE

WHO EXPECT T0 BErox; Mremners. Iy Rev. Hubbard
Winslow. Pustor of Bowdoin St. Church. Third Edition.
Emtcitished with 2 Copperplate Engraving.,

The great and inereasing demand for this valuable work,
has inducod the publisher to issue a third and cheep edition,
The following are selected from notices of the work :

[From the Christian Watehmnn, ]

Aunr. You A Cumstisx? On, Aiv 1o SELF-LxaMiNa-
TioN, By Rev. Hubbard Winslow, Pastor of Bowdoin 8t,
Church, Boston, This inviting litle volume contains the
whole bady of religion in sixty-four pages, divided into three
parts, 'The First Part contains sixteen questions, for self-
examination, addressed immediately to cach individual, trom
which it is ditlicult to escape, without stifling conviction.
'The Second Part comprises thirty-two resolutions, which, it
firmly taken, will successfully answer the previous guestions.
The Third Part gives twelve directions fur growing 1n grace.
In following these directions, every traveller will soon find
himself in the brizht pathway to Heaven. We have seldem
seen so much matter thrown into such a sinall compass.  Go,
reader, and purchase it, and say if we have told you of half
itg merits.

[Extract of aletter from a Clerzyman. ]

“ The little work handed me, entitled ¢ Are you a Chiris-
fian? "’ { have read with great interest. It is one of those
little hocks whiel contain much inlittle,  Awmong other ex-
reflencies which might he mentioned, thete is one =0 peeu-
tar, 1 must name it T'he author did nnt berin il he had
soutething to say, and he left off when he was done. Nath.
iner Licking, aothing superfluans, {1t shoubd be in the hands
of ¢very one who hopes he 15 “ a Chreistinn”

o



{ From the Christian Mirror, ]

This ia truly an acceptable and usefullittlo book. Itcan be
read through in an hour, so that its size and expense can
frighten no onc; and yet it contains fmuch in little,' and
ought to be read onco & day by every one who has ¢ named
the nome of Christ,” or who expects to do so.

For sale by D. K. Hitcheock, Crocker & Brewster, Gould,
Kendall & Lincoln, Boston; Wm, lyde, ortland; Duran &
Thatcher, Bangor; J. P. Callender,und Leavitt, Lord, & Co.,
New-York ; Donohue & Tappan, Philadelphia ; Truman &
Smith, Cincinnati.

THE AMERICAN

ANTI-SLAVERY ALMANAC,

rorR {837.

JUST PUBLISHED, the American Anti-Slavery Alma.
nac, for 1837, which contains the usual astronomical calcula-
tions snd chronological tables used in Almanacs, which have
been prepared with greatcare. There is also much interest-
ing and useful information on the subject of slavery, which it
is believed will do much to throw light upon the question of
immediate abolition. Great care hasbeen taken to gather all
interesting events and occutrences, and no labor has been
withheld in obtaining valuable articlea from distinguished
writers. The Almanac is also embellished with several ap-
propriate engravings, &c.

Among the articles are ¢ Free Discussion; Am. A. 8, So-
ciety ; $(00,000 Reward; Emancipation in the West-Indies;
Principles of Anti-Slavery Societies; the Slave Father; Pro-
duct of Slave Labor; Children’s Department; Temptation
Resisted ; a Mother's Auguishi; Slave Population in tho U,
States : Emigrants to Liberis; Objections (.!;unsidered; One-
da Institute ; Anti-Slavery Publications.

05* This work has boen highly commended in most of the
Anti-Slavery papers.

[Fsom the Liberator.]

~ AnT1-SLAvERY ALMaNac. The publishers of this interest-
ing annual, have, in our opinton, fully redeemed their promise,
that the present * will be superior to tho first number in the
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character of the matter it cantains, and fully equal to it in me-
chanical execution.’ This,to the readers of the former num-
ber, will be recommen:iation sufficient. Our anti-slavery
friends in differcnt parts of the country, ought to see to it im-
mediately, that their respective neighborhoods are well sup-
plied. f‘;t no other form arewe aware that so great an amount
of matter can be purchased for the same price, and no equal
amount of malter will be found more useful, or serviceable to
our cause, Monsures are in operation, we are told, to supply
every family in the Union with a copy of the Temperance
Almanac, for which object 8,000,000 copies will be required
—and shall not a work which pleads not only a kindred
cause, but onc that virtually embraces the ohjects of almost
all tiie benovolent enterprises of the day, obtain acirculation
at least ono tenth part as extensive? We hope our friends
will show by the alacrity with which they send in their orders,
that they eatimate brother Southard’s services attheir true —
that is, ﬁ’igh value,

All orders for the ahove work will be promptly answered.
Address N. SOUTHARD, or D. K. HITCHCOCK, 9 Corn-
lill, Boston. For sale at the principal Anti-Slavery Offices
in the United States.

LIST OF ANTI-SLAVERY PUBLICATIONS, forcale
at the Anti-Slavery Office, No. 46, Washington St., (3d
story,) Boston,

Bousp VoLuwmes.

Thompson’s Reception in Great Britain, I8 mo.

pp. 236, 374
Cabinet of Freedom, being a republication

of standard works on the subject of sla-

very, under the supervision of f{on. W,

Jay, Rev, Prof. Bush, and Gorrit Smith,

Fsq. 12mo. pp, 276. ks,
Tho Oasis, by Mrs. Child, 1,00
Channing on Slavery, (4th ed. revised), 00
[.ectures on Slavery, by Rev. B. Godwin,

D. D. pp. 255, 62
Rightand wrong in Boston, a1
Slave’s Friend, vol. 1st, (neatly bound) 2b

Stroud’'s S8keteh of 8Blave Laws, 52



Mrs. Child's Appeal, Srevised edition,} 37
The Fountain, {a small pocket manual,) 20
Life of Granviile Sharpe, by C. Stuart,

with abeautiful copperplate likeness, 37
Anti-Slavery Record, vol. 1st, hound, 37

An inqairy mto the character of the Ameri-
can Colonization and Anti-Slavery So-

cieties, by Hon. Wm, Jay, 37
Bourne's Pictare of Slavery in the United

States, o0
Rankin's Letters on Slavery tn the U. S, 3
Mewnirs of Phillis Wlreatley, a native Af-

rican and a Slave, 20

Memoir of James Jackson, » colored boy,
who died in Boston, Oct. 31, 1833, aged

6 years and 11 months, 2
Thompson’s Lectures and Debates in Eng-
land, 50

Songs of the Free, ana Hymns of Chris-
tian Freedom, for the Monthly Concerts,
p. 2%, a0
The Enemies of the Constitution Discov-
ered, or an inquiry into the origin and
tendency of popular violence. Contain-
ing an account of the Utica Mob — the
dispersion of the State Convention — and
n concise treatise on the practice of the

Court of Judge Lynch, o0
PamenLETS,

fvimey's Lectures on Colonial Slavery, 2
Proceedings of the R. I. State Convention, }3
Review of Remarkson Dr. Channing’s book on Slavery, 3l
Fourth Annual Report of the Mass, A, 8. Society, 16
Ist, 2d, and 3d,  do. do. 12
Second Annual Report American A, S. Saciety, 12
Freedom's Defence, (beingareview of Calhoun’s Report,) 12
Child’s Oration at South Reading, Aug. 1, 1834, 12
Beriah Green's four Sermons, 19
Letter to a member of Congrees, from an Eaglish Clergy-

man, 12

Orders for the above publications will be promptly attended
to, and packaaes furwarded necordingtodirectionr toany part
of New-England. Address ISAAC KNAPP, No. 4G, Wash.

ington-street, Boston.



