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Eccres IV. 9,10, 11, 12,

Twoare better than one ; becaufe they have

a good Reward for theirr Labour.

For if they fally the oune will lift up bis
Fellow : but woe to him that is alone,
when be falletns 5 for be bath not ane-
ther to belp bim up.

Againy if two lie together, then they
bave beat : but bhow can one be warm
alone ©

And 1f one frefzzail againft him, two fhall
withftand bim 5 and a threefold Cord
15 not quickly broken.

HE GOD of Peace and Union, and
our ‘Governours, who have -derived
‘Temper as well as Power from this
Fountain, have made this a Day of
Feafting and foy, and of (ending Portions
one to another, and Gifts to the Poor, for the entire
Union of the Two Nations of our Iflund into
Ouve Body and Kingdom : A Work {o great, af-
tording fuch delightful Reflections, and fo pro-

mifing of happy Confequences, that T know not
how to Dilcourfe of it, {o as to do the Subjet ju-

fice. After I have atcempted my utmoft, I muft
fend the Wife and Prefaging among you away,

t2ying with the Queen of Skebs, not from Ad-
A 2 miration
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miration of your Preacher, but from a fenfe of

the Copicufnef: of the Subject, 7he half was not
told us.

We have heard with our Ears, and our Fathers
have told us, what Works werc done 1n their Days,.
what Battles thefe Two Nations, now 1ntirely
Reconciled (blefled be GOD) fought with Lion-
like Floares one againft another, and with va-
riety of Succefs : They have told us what Blood
was fpilt, what Defolations were made, what
Robberics were committed , what Oppreflion,,
Treachery, and I-Offices they were Guilty of
one towards another.  But GOD never gave ‘em
the blefled Opportunicy to leave us an Hiftory
of an UNION concluded betwixt them, nor
WISDOM and TEMPER cnough to effe@
a thing conducing fo much to the common
Credit, Peace, and Intereft of both. This bet-
ter thing, thisof Unien, he provided and referved
for us their Children, that we might leave an
Account of its Eftablifhment, with all the good
Fruits of 1t, to fuccceding Generations.

For Us the Britains of this Age and Day,
GOD hath referved it perfedly and undeniably .
to wipe off the old Difgrace, fixed upon us from
the time that the Romans entred our Ifland
(viz.) * That ve were a People led vy Parties and
Fallions, and f[eldom two or three Cities of us could
agree together, to Ward cff the common Danger. This
Intamous Character now {ure no longer belong-
eth to us: We arc all this very Day become
one Body under One Government, from Dan to
Beerfheba, trom the Orcades to the South-Channel ;
ard we are all Unieed, | hope, effeCtually and

Ml - —tp  — -
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* Tacit. in Vit. Jul. Agric. Cap. 12
durably
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durably to defend ourfelves, and offend our E-
nemies : We are all become one Houfe, at
Harmony within itfelf, and one well-cemented
Wall ; to the Security of our pleafant Things,
and to- the wiping away of all old Reflcéti-
ons.

For Us GOD hath referved the Glory, not
only to become Fricnds now and then, while
one of our Nations fecls the fmart of a good
beating, or i$ full-fed with Plunder, and hath not
France a-tempting it to be troublefome, the pre-
cariousUnity of former Ages: For us GOD hath
referved the Glory not only to touch in a point,
and be join’d ‘under one and the fame Head,
while the fame ‘undoubted and unexceptionable
Heir of both Crowns may live and reign over us,
which hath been the Critical Union of our Fa-
thers of the laft Age; But to Incorporate, to be-
come Fellow-Members of orie and the fame Body
Politick, to become Brethren and Sworn-Guar-
dians of each other: An Unisn as Creditable in
its Caufes, as it will be Great in its Confe-
quences. It procecded from Love in our QUEEN;;
from Mutual Condefcenfions in her well-affe@&ed
Subjedts ; from Good Temper, Good Deeds,
kind Grants, and 'a prevalent Concern for the
common Safety, Liberty and Religion of the
whole Ifland.

For Us, I fay, GOD hath referved the Glery
to become pertect Britains, and to have Hearts ac
large as our Ifland, and to guard it effc&tually
from the Breakings-out of our own Paflions and
Fury; even as GOD hath fignally guarded it
from the tury and Paflion of all other Nations, by

the Sea which furrounds it. \

Such
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Such an Event s this Day hath brought forth,
affords very comfortable Reflettions. ‘The Qb-
fervant Chriftian that regards the Work of the,
1.ORD, may fez the graciousPromifcs of the Laft
Days taking cffeét within our Ifland, and may re-
joice at them ; fuch Promifes as that mentioned
Ifa.ii. 4. The Nasions [hall beat their Swords into
Plow-fhares, and their Spears into Pruning-hooks : Na-
tion (hall not lift up Sword againff Nation, neither (hall
they learn War any more. Thofe that have Pray’d
for the Peace of Ferufalem, I'm {ure, have re-
ceiv’d an encouraging Anfwer in this Marvellous
Unien: For Peace is eftablif’d by it within her
Walls, and Profperity wichin her Palaces.  And
who can tell how far the Peaceable Difpofition
that hath enter'd thefe Nations, may fpread itfelf
further through the Chriftian World ? ,

The lover of Mankind, and of his Country,
may fec with Pleafure the Tempers of thefe. Two
Jealous Nations correéted , their mutual Aveg-
fions to one another cured, late Tendencics to-
wards War and Divifion wifcly made ufe of, to
ufher in a long-defir'd 4and clofe Unien:  Such an
onc may fce Sampfons Riddle verified, much more
illuftrioufly than it was in Sampfon’s time, Out of
the Eater came fortb Meat, and cut qf the Strong, OF
Fierce, cr Crucl, came forth Sweetnefs. He may
{cc that the Divine Likenefs, Image, and Propen-
fities have prevail’din the Tempers of thefe Two
Governments mightily of late, und brought ’em
to this Confiftency. Unien for the Common Good
15 certainly from GOD, and Divine Qualities in
Nations are the immcdiate Caufes of it ; even as
1its contrary, Divifion, is from the Devil, and ari-
feth from devilith Qualities. A lover of his
Country and Church may fee the French and Po-

pifh
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"pifh Factions intirely deprivid of one Handle to

2flic us, which they have found to our Coft 3
{uccefsiul one many a time, I mean the Divifions
of thefe Two Nations.

But to ftay no longer on this fide of my Text,
prepoflefling you with a good Opinion of the
Union of thefe Two Nations, Reflect upon the
Words of it, and they will fuggeft to you the
Advantages which Both of them will receive by
it. Th: Text will intimate to you, That the
prefent Governors of thele Two Nations, which
have Incorporated them, have more wilfely con-
fider'd and promoted their Good, thantheir Sore-

~fathers did, that kept them divided =2nd {eparate.

Towo are betrer than One, becaufe they b-ve a good Re-
ward for their Labour, &C.

Thefe are the Words of the Wilelt Man in the
World, in Praife of our pre! iz Subjzit, Unicn;
and they are the Language ot Common Objerv.+ion
and Experience , Which muft make them the
more readily aflented to, when juftly applied, by
all that hear them, or read them. - |

The moft dire@ defign of thefe Words, fome
Interpreters are inclined to think, was to fet off

the Vanity of « forry Sight King Solomon had {ome-

time beheld under the Sun, of which he fpeaks
in the f regoing Verle, viz. Of a Covetous, Kin-
lefs, ar ! Sclitary Drudge, that knows no meafure
ot Labour to get Riches ; and yet hath no near
Friend, either to company with, and communi-
cate part of his Riches to, while he lives ; orto
leave the whole to, when he dicth. This King,
according to them, {etteth oft the Folly and Va-
nity of this Solirary Drudging, by fhewing the
preterablenefs of a Sociable Life to it, upon many

- dCCOUNLS,

But
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- But the Connexion of my Text with the fore-

going Verfe, is nothing fo clear as its ablolute
and independent Senfe, in which 1t commendeth
Union and Conjuntiion before Sirzglme_/} and a Sepa-
rate State, for many Rcafons. And tho’ it may
fcem to commend Union and Confederacy moft
directly and plainly betwixt Single Perfons, as
you'll gather from Verfe11. yet what it {peaks
15 appiicable to Two Societies or Nations, that
ftand in nced to ULite for the fame gencral Ends
witn fingle Perlons, fuch as mutual Profit, mutual
Hely and . Jiffance in Danger, and other Ends fet
dowiin nv Toxt.  As Two Perfins like one ano-
ther, and .iving near ¢..c another, when United
together, arc bower, B ppicr, ond fafer than One
that lives Separe o and soitery, tor many Rea-
fons: S0 Two M. :iens anid Governments like one
anothcr, and j<oing upen enc another, are for
every whit as m..iy Kealons better and happier
when United, than wihen Separate, too.

New, from what I heve already hinted, you
may know lLiow to undcritand the Terms of my
Text : The Two it {pcaks of, and commends above
One,are TwoUtrited by any Union that is moft con-
venicnt for ‘em, let it be Faderal, or Incorporating,
it makes no matecr which: They aré not Tawe
that continue divided : 1f {o, the” Arguments al-
ledged in my Text to prove their preferablencfs
to One, would ncither be proper nor conclufive.
Again, the Two my Text {peaks of, common
Reafon will tell us, muft be 7o of valuable En-
dowments and Qualities ; let 'em be fingle Perfons
or whole Kingdoms, this is requifite : And they
muft be Twe aiﬁa that aim at the ﬁ:me common and
commendable Ends. And yet further, they muft be

Two, wholc Circumftances well confpire tO promote
Union ;
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Union ; or elfe my Text would not be true of
em : Two that are either good for nothing, or that
join to promote bad Defigns, or that lie under grear
Inconveniences to Unite, trom diftance of Place,
diverfity of Temper, &-c. would not be better than

One, but worfe ; they would not be Subjecs of
Commendation, but of Contempt, Execration,

and Blame. Now I fhall fhew you hereafter,
That thefe Two Nations of Grest Britain have
thefe Excellent Endowments and Qualities, and
alfo thefe commendable Ends, and this happy
Concurrence of Circumitances to difpofe them
for Union with each other, and for a goed and
juftifiable one, too.

By underftanding what fort of Two is here
fpoken of, you ma}r conclude what {ort of One is
here meant likewife, even fuch an One that is
alone, [eparate and divided, and more weak to do it-
{elf good, and more exposd to Ewils, while in this
State, than it would be if Confederated and United
with another. Such an Ome, let it be fingle Per-
fon, or Nation, is not {fo good as Tiwo Perfons or

Nations, in Confederacy and Umien with each
other.

My Text, as I have open’d it, contains Tavo
things, which will afford us fit Matter for Dif-
courfe on this Day:.

I. A plain Dcclaration that 7awe United toge-
ther, of excellent Endowments and Qualitics, of
commendable Ends, and of a multitude of Cir-
cumitances confpiring to Unicn, are better than
One that ftands alonc, and keeps itfelf feparace
and divided. |

II. fr contains Realons to prove what it de-
clares or afferts, Four in Number. It tells us,

B That
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Tha the Unioy of Two of fuch Endowments, Ends
and Circumftances 2s thefe forementioned , is
better than their continuing feparate.

1f¢, Becaufe jt tends to promote the Gain and
Riches of them both in their Lavour and Trade ; Two
are bevser than Ope, becaufe they have a good Reward
for their Labour.

2dly, Becaufe it tends tothe Support of both in
their Calamitics and Afflictions, If they fall, the one
will lift wp his Fellow : but woe to bim that u alone.

dly, ﬁvccaufc it tends to double the Comfort
anj Felicity of both in their Enjoyments, and
makes thefe more {enfibly {weet to them; If two
lie together then they bave beat: But bow can one be
warm alone?

4thly, Becaufe it tends to the Defence of them
both againft all Encmics and Oppofers, If one
prevgsl againft bim, 1. c. him that s United, two
1. ¢. He and his Confederate fhall withfand bim ;
and a threefold Cord is not quickly broken : A Pro-
verb which intimates to us the ftout and impreg-
nable Defence which arifeth from Unions, and
ftrict Alliances.

To begin with the Firft thing in my Text,
viz. The plain Declaration, thac two United to-
gether of Excellent Qualities and Endowments,
of commendable Ends, ¢c. are better than one
that keeps itelf feparated and divided. The
Maxim 1n the beginning of my Text, as thus ex-
plain’d and reftrain’d, I have already told you, is
applicable to whole Governments and Nations, as
well as fingle Perfons. Common Obfervation
and Experience hath told Great Bodies of Man-
kind,That Two of "cin are better than One. Hence
we find, Nations that have becn weak, and ex-

- posd
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posd alone, have commonly {ought Unios with
their Neighbours : The King of Jfradl you read
fought Union with the King of Fwdab and with
his People, for the regaining of Ramoth-Gilead,
1 King, chap. 22. v. 4. —— Syria you read con-
federated with Ephraim when they fought againtt
Ferufalem, Ifa. 7. The more effectually to ‘carry
their purpofc of conquering it. But thefe two Na-
tions tho’ they acted according to the #ife Muxim
of my Text; yet having this wicked akd difcom-
mendable End, Ged would not fuffer it to be ful-
filled in their Uwion: Two was no better than
One, for making an unjuit Conqueft upon Fe-
rufalem. ~—— The Republicks among the Greeks
- ‘'madc their Feederal Unions for . their common
{afety : Lacedemon, Argosand Meffens, Plato tells
te, ¥ {fwore to one another, that they would
all ftand by onc another, and help one another
againft any Encmy that attempted any one of
their three Governments. The Romans and
the Sabines, England and Wales, made cheir Incor-
porating Upsons. And many other Nations have
made their Unions of one fort and another, as
being convinced of the truth of my Text, That
Towo of them were better than One.

You may expec I fhall now give up my felf
to comply with the defign of the Day, and pafs
by all Uwicns of fingle Perfons, made by Marri-
age, Cival Contradts, Fricndfhip, éc. and fay
nothing of their preferablenefs to a fingle State,
but betake my felf to Difcourfe upon the Union
of Nations, and upon the Uwiex ot thefe two of
Great Briteim,whichis now (Blefled be God) hap-
pily fettled.  And following my Text, as I'have

’ DeLegib. Lib. 3.
B2 explained
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explained it, and applying the Subject in hand to
it, I fhall thew you, That thefe two Nations ‘are
fuch a Twoas have all the Requifites that prepare
them for Umion, as have all the Requifites
that juftific it now after it is fettled, and fpeak it
to be better than their Separation and Divifion :
They have fuch Endowments, {uch Ends, and are
under fuch Circumftances, as I have faid, and all
will grant,Two ought to have,and be under,whofe
Union is préeferable to their continuing ftill {epa-
rate and divided Governments.

Firft, Thefe Nations of Great Britain, have both of
them, defirable Qualities and Advantages. 1 need
{ay nothing of this Nation and its People; we are
juitly prepofieficd with a good Opinion of it, and
them. As to the Neighbour-Nation and People
we are now United with: They want not for what
rendcrs them honourable and defirable as well as
ourfeives, Their Kingdom is Ancient and Ho-
nourablc; their Nobles are {o too, and generally
beyond trofe of this Kingdom ; their People are
hardy Stout,and Warlike, Honourable, and lovers
ot Liberty, as well as our {elves ; their Country
(now ours, ¢ven 4s ours is theirs) wants not for
1ts Fruitful Valleys, and profitable Produce ; tho’
it1s nothing fo truitful as this. Their advanta-
ges for Trade are great, if a little affifted ; pecu-
liar for that of the Tifhery, a Trade by which
ong of the moft Formidable Nutiors in Furope
raifed themfelves, the Dutch.  They are a Chri-
tian, a Reformed and an Holy Nation, as well
as we: Lpey Worfhip GOD according to the
Purity ot his Ordinances, and this fpeaks them
our Brethren, Members of the fame Myftical
Body, and to have been United under the beft
and Nobleft Government with us, before this

Day,
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Day, under that of the Kingdom of God. This
Confideration of their being Chriffians, gives us
leave to hope for Truth, and Faftice, and Love,
and all other Social and Uniting Qualities in
’em : And this Confideration of their being Re-
formed Chriffians, gives leave to hopc for all hear-
ty affiftance againit Popery, and Popifh Defigns,
fgom ‘em.

2dly, Thefe two Nations, now Incorporated
and firmly United, propofe to themfelves com-
mendable Ends, another thing that juftifies Uni-
on and Proclaims it good. Our Gracious Queen,
as may be {cen from the Commiffion iffued out
to Treat upon an Uxrion betwixt the two Nati-
ons, defign’d this great and General End, the Com-
mon Good of both ber [aid Kingdoms for ever, to ufe
fome of Her own Words. And the very fame
End was defigned by the wife and well-affected
Commiffioners, that fettled the Terms of Union,
and by the Majority in the Parliaments of both
Natipns, that perfected them and pafled them in-
to an Act.

Many Excellent Ends in particular were de-
figned to be promoted, and, 1 doubt not, will be
by the Blefling of God effeéted by this Unien:
A lafting Pcace was defigned to be fettled betwixe
thefe Two Nations,  And now when all Bactles
betwixt two Nations will come under the No-
tion of Civil Wars, we may hope we fhall hear
no more of thofe dreadful Executions by Fire
and Sword, of that Murthering of Infants, Ra-
vifhing of Maids, and {uch-like Barbarities which
were committed 1n the Northern Countries of
Englzzml_, and South of Scat[ﬂnd, by the Armies
of the two Nutions in the Reigns of King
Stephen, Edward the Firlt, Second, Third, ¢vc. Thele

Nations,
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Nations, we may hope, will never fee fuch Tra-
gedies more, as thofeat Fomkirk, Bannocks-barrow,
&c. acted over again; at the ﬁri_t of which pla-
ces mentioned, two Hundred Knights and Forty
Thouland Foot of the Scots are reported to have
bzen {lain; and ac thelatter, befides {ome Lords,
Geven Hundred Knights and Fifty Thoufand
common Soldiers of the Esglifh. Thele with ma-
ny other Bloody Battles were formerly foughe :
But our Wife and good Counfellors in both Na-
tions have taken care in time to prevent the re-
peating of fuch like Tragedies as thefe: For
when fuch a dangerous advance to "cm was made
Annio Dom. 1704 as the Claufe in the Scors A&
of Security, which required all their Fencible
Men to provide themiclves forthwith with Fire-
arms, and the Hereters and Burghs to Difcipline
and Exercife them, the Parliament of England
wifely and {eafonably moved the propofal of
an Unmion betwixt the Nations, which was heark-
ned to by that of Scorland, and hath been hap-
pily effected, tothe preventing of prefent, and we
may hope, of many future Wars and Defolations.

But this of Peace betwixt the Nations was not
alt the Excellent Ends our Good Queen and
Councils defigned : They aimed at the Preferva.
tion ot the Proteftant Religion, which would
have been endangered thro’ the Divifions and
Wars of two Powerful Nations that profefled it:
They aim’d at the Security of our Liberties in
chrs Hland, and therefore would have both Na-
tions Uniced a5 one Man to ftand up for ’em u-
gaintt France, and all other Enflaving Powers that
might rifc up : They defign’d the fecuring of the
Proteftant Succeflion to the Crown of thele Kin g-
doms againdt a Popifh Pretender; and have by

' it
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it, and the Conditiohs of it, fhut him out of tl}at
part of our Ifland, where he, fupported with
his French Power and Intereft, would have had
the free’ft Liberty of Entrance. They defign’d to
difappoint France of their own handle to vex and
divert us when Warring with them, Scottifh Con-
federacies. They defigned to deftroy all Founda-
tions for Separate Interefts, and to remove ali
National and Party-peaks and difaffe@tions, and
to promote an intire Love to our Neighbour and
Brother, amongft all of us that inhabit this Ifland.
Perfecution for Confcience-{ake , Ecclefiaftical
bigotry, levere Judgings of our Chriftian Brother
for a different Form of Church-Governiment, and
a different mode of Worfhipping the true GOD,
confiftent with the great End 4nd Defign of
Worfhip, &-c. muft look with a very ill- Afpe@ a-
mongft us, now, after a Nation that is Epifco-
pal,and a Nation that is Presbytérian, have thoughe
it their Intereft to joyn together in firm Friend-
fhip, and become One.

Yet further, Our Governours défign'd to make
us, of ourfelvesa Match for France, or any other
Kingdom that makes War upon us, without be-
ing at the vaft Expence of hireing Faithlefs and
Ditatory Confederates, and their much-lefs valuable
Troops than our own. Plsto required fo many Peo-
ple to make up his City or Commonwealth, as
would be firength enough to repel their injuri-
ous Neighbours, in Cafe of an Affault; and fo
many as would be ftrength enough to «ift their
Friendly Ones, when they were invaded. When
one Nation therefore hath not People and {trength
cnough for thefe Ends, it doth wifely to Unitz
with another, and increafe itfelf. And this was
our Cale; We were not alone a march for France

now-
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now a-days, to defend our felves and our Inno-

cent Neighbours and Confederates againft its Pow-
er and Ambition: Our Uniting therefore in Or-
der to reccive an Acceffion of Strength is jufti-
hable. Again, our Governours had other great
and good Defigns, (They aimed at what we may
hope they’l attain to,) even to make our new In-
corporated Nations the Arbitrators of Exrope, Pow-
erful Patrons of Liberty and the Reformed Reli-
gion, and able and willing Affiftants to all ouy
injured Neighbours, that apply to us. In a Word,
They 4im'd at making this Ifland happy with-
in itfelf at Home, and able to appear Vi&ori-
oufly and Decifively in every Good Caufe it may
Patronize Abroad ; which Ends, this Bleffing of
Union with our Northern Neighbours (if the
Two Nations be not wanting to themfelves )
will cffectually promote, according to the Hopes
of our Queen, which She thus exprefs'd in Her
Letter to the Scortifly Pariiament, Oéfob.1706. < By
“ this Union the whole Ifland being join’d in
““ Affection, and free fromall Apprehenfion of
“ different Intereft, will be enabled to refift all
‘““ its Enemics, {upport the Proteftant Intereft
““ every-where, and maintain the Liberties of Ey-
¢ rope.

;5@, The Circumitances of thefe two Nati-
ons confpire to premote their Union 5 and there-
fore as they are United they are in a better Con-
dition than cither of ‘em would be in, if they
were {cparatc unddivided. There are abundance
of Circumftances that confpire to commend and
juflife their Union.

In the firft place GOD and Nature hath Uni-
ted the Countries which both of them inhabit,and
hath feparated them from all other Countrigs ; to
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: teach us, as it were, we fhould be the greateft

/ Friendsone toanother, yea, undivided and infepa-

{ blc ones, at all times. Borh Nations live upon

~ one and the fame Ifland, and there are no Moup-
tains, Hills, Seas, confiderable Rivers, nor any o-
ther Strength of Nature, to divide us from each o-
ther: So that as King Fames the Firft {pcaks when
he mov’d the Parliament of England to Effe& this

- Union, rather they were divided in apprehenfion thes

“in Effeit.  Now what GOD hath joyn’d rogether,
Men had a fair invitation tojoyn too.

Again, the God of Nature hath {o proportion-
ed the extent of this Ifland of Britain that it is
no way too large and unweildy for onc Gover-
nour and Government ; not in thefc Ages efpe-
cially, wherein Civil Policy and the Art of Go-
vernment is come to fuch Perfection. Our Uhiting
Governourstherefore need not fear that oldMaxim
being applied to them Dimidium plus tot0, the half
of their Ifland and Dominions is better then the
whole, which hath been commonly applied by

- Politicians to Princes and States, that have firetch-
~ed their Dominions to too great an Extent,
and have gain'd more to themfelves than they
~could happily govern and keep in Order and
Peace.

Again, it is probably Conjeéturd by Hiftori-
ans, that the People of the two Nations of our
Ifland are near akin. Some of our Ewnglifh Hi-
ftorians think, the Scors were a remainder of Prit-
tons that fled Northward from the Roman feivi-
tude; there 15 fuch an agreement berwixt the
Language of the #elh and of the Highlanders.
The Scorrifh Hiltorians {ay, their Lowlandersare a
mixed People, and that a very confiderable pare

ot “‘¢m confift of fuch as came from this part of
C the
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the Ifland,, much more lately then the Roman

times: They tell us of Brittons who fled from
the Tyranny of the Saxons, Danes and Normans
fetrling among them ; they tell us of Saxons that
overrun their Country, who were permitted to
continue with them, and live as Friends amongft
e, after they had recovered 1t again from ‘em.
They tell us of Numbers of Englifh which aflift-
ed Malcolm the Third againft the Tyrant Mack-
beth, to many of which the King gave Lands
for their good Services, and of other Ways,
whereby the South-Parts of their Kingdom were
mixed and fupplicd with People from this of
ours.

Again, There is that which all Politiatians will
allow to be a great Motive to Union, and what
was a confiderable preparation for it, a likenefs
of Temper in the two Nations, a likenefs of
Languagc and only a difference in Dialeét, alike-
nefs likewife in Religion: Our Faith is one and
the fame Chriftian and Reform’d Profeflion.
And as to Matters of Difcipline and Church-Go-
vernmetit, wherein we differ, there is {ufficient
Provifion made by A& of Parliament, that each
of thefe Nations fhall be as fecure of their own
now after their Union, as they were before it.
Befides, 1t will be a great Reflection upon the
Chriftian People of this Iflund, and upon their
Teachers efpecially, if Agreement in the whole
Syfteme of Faith do not do more to produce
Brotherly Love and Union amongft them, than
the different manner of applying {ome few
Precepts and Doctrines of it, relating to Difci-

pline, can do to creace Difuffetion amongft
them.

Again, We have been long a-preparing for
Union,
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.Union, an intimate one, by being Subjeés un-
der the fame Princes, and that for above a Cen-
tury of Years ; by Supporting one another, Tra-

“ding one with another,and by allowing one ano-
ther more Privileges generally, than we have
done Foreigners.

Again, There hath, as we have feen by the
Effe&s, been a Prevalent Difpofition in both Na-
tions to Unite. The oppolersand haters of Peace
and Union have been (Blefled be God) out-num-
bered, and the Weaker Party. Now {eeing the
Marriage of thefe Kingdoms hath been a matter
‘of confgnt, who fhould object againit the Bans ?

Again, We the People of the two Nations of
this1fland need one anothers Commoditics, need
-one anothers Hands and Affiftance, andthe Sub-
jects of each Country have a {ufficient produce of
Goods and Wares, wherewith to Trade advanta-
geoufly and comfortably one with another, as weil
as with Forreigners: The Scorch have their Lin-
nen-Cloth, their Cattle, Coals, ére. we have our
'Woolen Manufature, our hard Ware, our Esf-
India Geods, @rc.

- Again, as I have hinted before: The State of
Affawrs betwixt us in this Part of the Ifland and
‘France 1s much altered : We formerly were Matches
for both France and our Northern Neighbours ; but
'thro’ the negligence, to {ay no worfe, of fome
cur late Princes, and thro’ the Ambition and
-and wicked contrivances of one of theirs, France is
become an overmatch forus. We have found it
neceflury therctore to Unite with our Neighbours
of Scotland, upon condirion off their breaking of
all correfpondunce with France. And by doing
thus, we have made thofe our faft Friends, which
France wonld have hired and ftirred up to have

C2 been
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been our moft dangcrous Enemies. Neceffary
Self-defence , not Extravagant Affection and
Ambition, have fixed the Ercient limits of our
Government and Kingdom for us.

Befides, the Caufe of GO D, the Proteftant
Intreft, and the Litertics of Mankind need fuch
an Union, and feem very much to depend upon .

But it would beendicis and impofible to reckon
up the many Circumltances of Neceflity and Con-
venience, that confpire te promote Union betwixt
thefe two Nations, and likewifc to juftifie it, now
when it is promoted effectually, This Matter of -
Union has promis'd fo fair to promote the Happi-
nefs of this Ifland, chat the wifeft Men and the
beft Patriots of it have wifhed for it, and endea-
voured it time after time ; and its Enemies, the -
French, Popifh and High-Church Faction have e-
ver opposd it. [t was endcavoured in Henry the
Eight's ume, 1 Edward the Sixth’s time, in
King Fames the Firlt'stime very vigoroufly,as well
as inlater Reigns.  But, as I have faid, the French
withcut, and the Papifts within this Ifland, al-
ways cppusd it : And thefe together with a Ge-
neration of Sclfifh Ignorants that feared detri-
ment in their own Intercft, more then they lov-
ed the Pubiick Gouod, and 2 Generation of nar-
row-{pirited Zealors which conceiv’d 2 Mortal
rancour againft Paritani{m,and all forts of Church-
Government which had not their own darling Hu-
mane Inventicn of Prelacy in it, rendred the
good Defign abortive. Blefled be God that it ap-
pears now we have more Light, and more Tem-
pcr amongus, more Latitude of Heart, and lef
of that prejudice againft our Chriftian Brother,
which hinders Men from fecing the things that
belong totheir Peuce, and that of the Church of
God. Hay-
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Having now fhewn you that thefe two Nati-
‘ons have the Requifites to prepare ‘em for Union,
~and to juftifie it after it is cffeéted : Having
‘fhewn you that two fuch Nations as ours of Bri-
tain, viz. two Honourable ones, aiming at the
Publick Good, and joyn'd together by Nature,
_Affection and Neceflity, are better than one of
them alone, I'll proceed to the
II. Thing in my Text ; to the Reafons given
‘why Two are better than One, two Nations, as
‘1 have Interpreted the Text, {uch asthefe of Great
- Britain.
- TheFir. <eafon which KingSolemoninmyText
; gives why 1 wo are better than One that is alone,
15 this, Two United gain more by their Trade and
- Labour than One, Two are better, &c. becaufe they
have a good reward for their Labour. Now the
Union of thefe Two Nations hath this very Rea-
{fon to plead for it, it will tend to the gain of the
~whole Ifland in Trade. This isthe opinion of
our Queen, Counfellors and wifeft Patriots, even
as it was one of their Defigns in makingit. Our
. whole Nation is fenfible what advantages the Fi-
. fhery upon the Nothern Coafts promifes us, up-
-on our joyning with our United Brethren to im-
-prove it. We are {enfible there wants not for
- Men in that Part of our Ifland, fome of which
“will ftay at Home, and employ themfelves upon
this Encouragement granted ‘em by the Uni-
:on; and others will go abroad to Trade and get
gain, to the general Profit and Riches of the U-
nited Kingdom. OQur Plantations Abroad we
- may cxpect will foon be better Peopled and more
Fruittul: The Numbers of our Seamen will foon
- be greater.  ThisPart of the Ifland, and this Ci-
- ¢y we live near, will fhare abundantly in all the

C 3 Riches
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Riches that are gotten in the whole United King-
dom ; the Court, the Councils, the great Trading
Companies, the great Szecks and Corre/pondencies be-
ing all ferded here. We muft ger confiderably
by our Northern Neighbours, as well as they by
us : Fears of Lofs by this Great Work are vain. It
is a certain Maxim, the greater wik draw the lefs,
not the lefs the greater. Tmgland ( if Imay again
mention 4 Name that is lately laid alide) will
{uffer ncither in multitudes of Inhabitants, nor
in Riches; but will gain. ™

The 2d Reafon given by King Solomon, why
TowoUnited are better than One, 15, Two can give fup-
port and help under Calamity and Aftlictionto each
oth:r, whereas one is lett nuked, and cxpos'd and
Friendicfs: If they t 4. the ome will left up bis follow:
But woe unto him thnt is clone wberx be falleth, &c.
Now this Ketlon you may plainly lee howds good to
commend the prefent Incorporation of ourtwo Na-
tions, Each Nationupon it, has a Iriend to affift
it when reacy to fall by anbnemy, a Friend that
muft look upon itas its own Interctt to do fo. The
Strengeh of both Nations will Unite upon every
Emcrgency. By this their Umion, they fay one
to another much like Foab to his brother Abifhai,
2 Sam. 10. 10. If the Syrians e too ftrong for me,
then thou [halt help me: But if the Children of Am-
mon be too ffrong for thee, then I will come and belp
thee. — No doubt we may cxpeét by this Union
eur Neighbcurs in the North will both be much
more able, and more heartily willing to Fight our
Bactles, then they have been formeriy. Obligad-
ons of Kindnefs, and of >elf-intereft too, muft

L T e

* Jam moribus, artibus, afhinicatibus noftris mixti, auru

& opes fuas inferant potius, quam feparati habent. Tucir.
Amsal. Lib. 15, Cap. 24.
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‘engage an Ingenious Nation to us, When we
are ready to fall by France, if God fhould ever
permit it, we need not fear trom hencetorth, that
- Scotland willadd weighr to help to prefs us down;
but put to their Hand to lift usup. By being let
in to partake of our Trade, they muit have In-
terefts, Stocks,Eftates, ¢&c. mixed with ours ; and
if we be Ravaged or Invaded by our Enemy, thc?r
muft be unavoidably joynt-{ufferers. And the Senfe
jof this will let ’em no way give Place to the beft
Englifh-man in love to this Part of our Country
'and Ifland.
- The Third Reafon which is given in my Text
to fhew, that Two are better thanOne,is this, Two
"United together promote one another’s Comfort
and Felicity mutually ¢ If two lie togerher then they
have heat 5 but how can one be warm alone 2 It
we Allegorize upon the m r (for you cannot
cexpect 1 fhall keep to ftrict and proper Senfes
‘here) the Moderate heat of two Perfons lying
together in cold weather, well reprefents the
‘Comfort that arifeth from the Fricddfhips and
near Alliances of Nations. Two Nations, one
{of which is not ftrong enough alone to oppofe
this Enemies ; two Nations that may receive each
fof 'em an Increafe of Trade and Riches by their
- Uniting together, their Union createsa very com-
Hortable warmth, and is producive of every thing
:1n abundance which keeps Men warm. And this
fwas the Tafc of thefe two Nations before their
1Union, they were not ftrong enough, either of
¢’em fingly, to oppofe a French Power and French
- Defigns.
. Felicity and Comfort no doubt will arife from
: this prefent Union, and an Additional Security to
-both Nations. Thofe that live upon the gor—

-»
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ders of cach Country (or to {peak as things are
now fcetled) thofe thac livein the Heart of our
Unitced Kingdom, will tafte Trading with one a-
nother much better, then Fighting with one ano-
ther ; Pcaceable Converfation and Geod Neigh-
bouri.ood better thun Wuar 3 Security in their
Houfes better then Fear ; eaining by one anothers
Labcurs, much better then lcting their AU by one
anothers Robbeiics. Every Man's Potieflion there-
about muft be of a much greater value fince the
Union: Every Man’s Hearo thercabout muft en-

Y
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courage him to labour moft heartily, now when .

his gains are made fafe to him: Inhabitants muft
mightily increafe upon the Borders of the two

Kiingdoms, and comfortable Society and Commu- -

\
[

nication, now when Cuftom-houfe-Ofhcers, Ex- |

amination of Travellers, and all other Images ot
Divifion and a Separate Intereft are taken away.
But nothing will help you better to fee the
Comtort of this Unien, than the Confideration of
what Affliction the contrary to it, Divifion, would
have cauled, nay, but the fole want of it, upon
fuch aa Lvent as the Death of our QUELEN.
The Pretender in France would (tis very likely)
have been lct into Scotland ; that Nation, all the
more Baroarous and Difaffected Part of it, with
French Aflittance, would have come and imme
diatcly Invaded us; Defolation, and Slavery, and
Pepery would (except GOD wonderfully ap
peard) come 1n as a Flood upon us ; Lite and
Eitacc would be expofed to the laft degree of
Danger 5 Europe's Liberries would be gone, and the
Proteftant Reform’d intcreft with it ; One Perfe:
cution would begin worle than the Roman Ten .
Heathens never were fo Cruel as Papifts ; Mor
Fires would be kindled than ever were in the Me

r14%
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rian Days ; And an end there would be of the Be-
nefit of the Rewolution, and of all the honeft Englifh-
men living of fuch Principles as effected it.— But
Il not affright you with the Terrors which GOD
hath deliver’d you and me from,by this Blefed Union.
I touch at thefe Tragical Things, toletthofe that
are not thankful for the Union {ee their Blindnefs.
* It 1 certainly that which compleats all thofe Securi-
ties for our Religion and Liberties, which Her Ma-
jefty and Her Royal Predeceffor ( of Bleffed Memoary )

have formerly granted, to the earneft Requeft of their
People.—— But to go on:

"The Fourth Reafon which King Solomon gives
why Two are berter, &c. 15, They can powerfully
defend one another againt the Affaults of their
Encmies. If one prevail againft him, 1.¢. him that
is United with another, Two, i.e. He and his Con-
federate, (hall withftund him 5 and a threefold Cord
is mot quickly broken. Let usapply this to our felves
in this Land, and fay, If Oze, viz. France, prevail
againtt us Towo, 1. e. Weand our Neighbour-Nation
of Scotland, United wichus, fhall withftund it, &-c.
This Fourth Reafon for Union, mutual Defence, will
by the Blefling of GOD) be undoubtediy attain-
ed by our Union ; we thull be able to ftand againit
the World, if GO D profper our Trade and Go-
veenment.  Britain will be 2 Brazen Wall : It will
be able to oppofe all its Enemies every-where.
In {tead of the Popifh Powers making it tremb ¢,
1t nay make them tremble. I cannot but mind
you here of 4 few Sentences of the Duke of Sem-
merfe, the Protector of England in Edward the V1s
time. He, after he had faught the Scots, for
breakmng their Propofals of Union with us, at the

Pl
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Inftigation of the French and Popifh Fation, and got
moft of the South-Parts of Scetland into his Pof-
{feflion, knowing well the Advantage that would
accrue to this Nation from an hearty Union, defir'd
that we might Unite with ’em upon equal Terms,
in ftead of ufing them as a People Conquer'd;
that he might make their thus obliged Nation more
heartily our Friends, A% 4o (faith that Wife
Stateiman) invite you to Amity and Equality, <
We Towo being made One by Amity, fhall be moft able to
defend ns againft all Nations ; and having the Sea for
the Wall, mutyal Love for the Garifon, and GOD
for Defence, fhould make [o noble and well-agreeing
Momarchy, that neitber in Peace we may be afhamed,
wor in War afraid of any orldly er Foreign Power :
Why [hould not you be as defirons, 1. €. of Amity, and
bave as much caufe to rejoice at it as we? And thus
he goes on.  This Great Man went the {ame way
to raife this our Nation, that Romulus and his
Succeflors did to raife Old Rome to its Gran-
deur. You'l find the Prince in Tacitws fpeak-
ing thus, Lib.11. Cap. 24. What other thing was the
Ruine of the Lacedzmonians and the Athenians,
although they were great Warriors, than their driving
away from em thofe they Conquer'd, as Aliens ? But
our Fumder Romulus was (o wife as to make :he
moft part of thofe Nations he fought againft as Enemies,
the very [ame day free Citizens of R@mec.

This our Union, I fay, will promote our De-
fence, and enable us to witiftand all Oppofers.
It will enable us Charitably to affift our Neigh-
bours too, when they are Invaded, and make us
Scourges to Tyrants and Oppreflors.  What Dif-
ficulties will not our Northern Swarms o hardy
and ftout, and well-commanded Soldies, every
way equal to thofe of the Southern Dirts, and

| Compai-
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Companions with om in ail their bx:;we .Atchicve-
ments, furmount ? ix thoufand of ‘em in Framce,
under Framcis the L's Reign, were call’d Six thou-
fand Devils, for their extraordinary Valour. For-
merly the King of Framces own Guards were
compofed all of "em of Scors Men, to mentionthg
old Name once more for Credit’s lake, We do
not, you fee, Unite with 2 Mean-{pirited, Worth-
lefs, and undefirablePeople, that want Charader,
or Merit eicher, the Foundation for it.

But fo much for my Text, and 1ts Application
to the prefent Cafe, which commendeth
Union, and tells us the Advantages of it.
I'll now conclude with a few proper ang ne-
ceifary Exhortations.

1. Secing Union is Good, and the Unien of thefe
Two Kingdoms much preferable to their ftanding
{cparate and divided, let vs be very thankful to
GOD for it. Bletled be GOD, thathath inclin’d
the Hearts of thefe Two Nations to ftrengthen
one another’s Interelts, to love one another, and
{eck the Good one of ancther.  Bleflud be GOD,
our Nacions have fuch an Affe¢tionate and Care..
ful Mother fct over them, as hath taken care
to have all her Children agree together now, and
hath made effetual Provifion, that they fhald
not fall to Quarrelling and Undoing one ano-
ther, after hcr Death. 1t fhe have not a&ed
like a Parcnt and Mother of her Country, what
Crowned Head can doit? Blefled be GOD, that
our Queen and Counicliors, the Honourable Pare
of our Nations, have fet fuch an Example of truly
Chriftian and exteniive Charity, as their Uniting
of usis. They have taught us to love every one
that 15 our Neighbour ; they have taughe us Free-
dom and Latitude of Heart ; they have taughe us,

D 2 | that
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that Confinement of Temper, Envy and felfifh
Referves of the Bleflings of Providence, become
neither a2 Nation, nor Perfon which GOD hath
dealt bountifully with. They have nobly Re-
proach’d, and Silenc’'d a Race of Narrow-{pirited,
and none of the beft enlightned Ecclefiafticks, all
over the Ifland, that never ceale to proclaim War
againft every Mode in Religion and Worthip,
and againft every Perfon that conforms to it, that
is not their own. Now, thofe that have a Lati-
tude and Charity for every Chriftian Brother,
of every Dencmination, that loveth his Lord
Fefus Chriftin Sincerity, have Countenance ; and
it 1s their Time, that want this, to exercife 4 pru-
dent Silence ; if that Gift belong to ’em.  Thofe
Dodtrines that confine the Validity of Chrift’s Or-
dinances to Epifccpal Ordination, thofe that re-
prefent Popery more favourably than Presbytery,
¢-c. now mull appear firange Dodtrines, and he
muit have a Front ¢f more than Brafs that Preach-
eth them in this Pare of our lfland. So likewife
thofc Doctrines which make no difference betwixt
our Ceremonies and rank Heathenith Idolatry,
muft appear cvery whit as ftrange, if now Preach-
cd in the North-part of our Ifland. The Statef
men’s Temper, and if not this, their Terror muft
tcach Church-Men not to Intringe Charity, tor
what they think, or arc wiliing to make, Trath.
When thofe for Epifeopacy, and thofe for Presby-
tery 5 when thofe that picad for Decent Ceremnonies,
and thofe that plead for Purity of Werfhip, are ob-
hged to defend one another, and be as ine Man
for the Common Good, firrcly they fhould lay
atide their Heats and uncharitable Conde mnations.
1 he Subjeéts of this Ifland cannot expect, o long
as they Condemn -and Contemn one another,

that
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that ever they fhould heartily defend and affift
one another : Both Nations therefore fhould re-
tain their refpecive Diftin¢tions in Worfhip with
great Charity, and let nothing be done through Str:'ﬁ',
or Vain-glory, but in Lowline(s of Mind each eftcem
other better Chriftians than them[elves. |

Be thankful, Ifay, for this Union, and the pro-
{pect it gives of Excellent Fruits. Union 1s fIr)om
GOD, and the Root of multitudes of Bleflings to
Nations ; even as Divifion and Diflenfion is the
Root from whence many Evils {pring up to Na-
tions. It isa great thing, and a laudable one, to
fece an Uniting Spirit working in two Perfons,
that have been at difference one with another:
But it is a much greater thing to fee this Spirit
prevailing in Two great Nations, that have had
many Jcaloufies one of another, and have had
powerful Incendiaries at work, and leaving no
Stone unturn’d to create perpetual Feuds betwixe
‘em.

Be thankful to GOD, that we in thefe Nations,
by the kind Mediation of Her Majefty, her wife
Counfellors and Patriots, have Conquer'd one
another without War ; {ubjected ourfelves each
to other without Force or Violence ; obtain’d
thofe Advantages over each other by Confent
and Love, which we could never, either of us,
have obtain'd by the moft fuccefstul Battles. Ex-
tent of Dominion gain’d by War i1s matter of Bur-
then to a Nation, rather than matter of Strength
oftentimes ; and requires much Strength to guard
it, as well as it did to winit.  Her Majefty may
jutly therefore reckon this Union of her Two Na-
tions, and their Incorporation, the greateft Glory
of Her Reign, a greater Glory than eicher of the
two great Battles which we glory in. 4 Brother

offended
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offeuded is harder to be wom than a frong City, &c.
Prov. xviil. 19,

2. Enlarge your Hearts, and proportion them
to the new Acceflions made to our Kingdom and
Country. Let ’em be commenfurate to this Ifland,
and ftretch’d from the old Limits of England, to
thofe of Britain : Be concern’d tor its Good, pray
for its Peace and Profperity. Lay afide all Jea-
loufics, empty your felves of all Averfions to the
Welfare of the new Members of your Body.

3. Shew Subjection to the Ordinance of GOD,
to your Queen and Governors, in cherifhing a

ood Correfpondence with your new Fellow-

embers of the fame Body, and Subje&s of the
fame Kingdom. Rcflect not upon ’em, nor en-
courage any that dofo: Give em not occafion to
complain, as thcy have done often formerly, of
their il Ufage from us, of their being called «
Perfidions Nation, &c. Sirs, ye are Brethren, (to ufe
thc Words of Mofes, as quoted Aéts vil, 26.) why
do ye wrong one to another ¢ Such trcatment muft
keep their Hearts trom cementing with ours;
muit make our Union only a pompous Name, or
fomewhat worlc, an occafion of an everlafting
Divifion. Euch part of our Ifland fhould be very
careful now ut the firlt Commencement of their
Union, to carry well to the other : When the Grafe
15 juft put into the Stock, and bound up, we
fhould ufc it gently till Time hath made 1t take
and grow.

4. You that are Inhabitants of this part of the
Hland, expect great things from this Union. An ho-
neft Union, a credituble Union ; an Union for good
Ends muft be productive of Bleflings. It is a very
dire& ftcp to make our Nation great and happy.
My Lord Bacon (ina Dilcourfe tpon this Subjeét)

takes
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takes notice of this Obfervation of Marchiavel,

which he aflents to, That there was not one greater
Reafon of the growth of the Roman Empire, tham it’s
readinef} 1 Compound and Incorporate With Stram-
ers.

° I cannot ¢ontain from applying the Old Pla-
tonick Maxim here ; tho’ thofe Philofophers had
another meaning for it, Unity % the root of all
things, of all Bleflings ; Our Unity in this Ifland
we may hope will be fo. Pyshagoras, as Ceelius Rbo-
diginus * tells us, made two principles of things,
Definite Unity, and Indefinite Duality : And the firft
ot thefe, wiz. Definite Unity, he fuppos'd the Caufe
of all good things, of the Temperatnefs of the Air,
of the Vertuesof the Mind, of the Health of the
Body ,of the Peace of Houfes and Commonwealths,
¢rc. But the latter of thefe, Indefiwite Daality, he
{uppofed the Caule of all Evils, and afcrib'd the
Cold of Winter, the Wickednefs of the Mind,
the Sicknefs of the Body, and the Seditions and
Differences in Houles and Commonwealths, to it.
We may apply this fancy of Pythagoras to our
felves, the Inhabitants of this Ifland: Itis certaig
from 1ts Indefinite Duality, and divided Interefts in
former Times, innumerable Evils proceeded :
Through this we became a prey to Foreigners,
the Romans and others; thro’ this we were ever de-
ftroying one another at Home, when we wanted
for Invaders from abroad ; through this our
[{tand hath been kept at an under, and never grown
up to its full Glory. And we may well conclude
all the contrary advantages will come to us, by its
Univerfal Unity and Union now happily fettled.

D R ——-—
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And what have we parted with to obtain fuch
an hopeful profpeé as this? Very little, a Name.
The O:d Romans did 2s much wicn they made an
Incorporating Union With the Sﬂbfne;) 45 WC mdy
gather from Livy, Lib. L. Cap.13. they took upon
them the Appellation ot Quirites, to oblige them.
Whathave we parted with 2 the Money of the E-
quivalent. How foon would a greater Sum than
this have beentpent, in defending ourfelves againt
the Lvils that might have come in upon us by
way of Scotlond, had we continued feparate King-
doms ? Befides, let us confider, 1t 15 our Money,
the Natiun’s or Kingdom’s Moncey, at leaft, as
much now when it 1s in the North, as while it
was here in the Seuth of our land : Our Incorpo-
vating Union hath mace Communion,

¢. Beg of GOD to Blels the Forces of this
United KNingdom, and make’em Victorious over
our Encmies, that {o we may have Peace Abroad,
as well as at Homce, and Liberry to relifh the good
Fruits of our Unien.

Laftly. et us approve ourfclves a Reformed
Kingdom. The Succefs of our Union is depen-
dent upon our Retermanon: Though band 10in in
hand, the Wicked [hall not e unpunifb d, Prov.xi. 21.
But that Nation, on the contrary, which obeys
GOD's woice indeed, [hall ve a pemlim Treafure unto
bhim above all Pecple., Lxod. xix. g, May this
thercfore be the Practice, thistheand Privilege
of thele United Nations of Great Britain.

FINIS,



