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TO

The Beioved People of my Charge,

Much Refpeéted Friends,

THE enfuing Difcourfe, as it was prepar'd and de-
livered at the more immediate inftance of fome of you,—
fo mow it fees the light by the Prefs, upon the urgent
defire of many mare ; and it is hoped may prove of real
advantage fo you, and 1o your children, not only for your
information i1z fome things worthy to be vemembered, but
alfo, and more efpecially, 1nquickening g holy emulation
and commendable zeal i following the cxample of our
VENERABLE FORE FATHERS 7 every thing that was Vir-
tuous, praifeworthy, and of good report i thein.

wongh not many) Alterations bave been made 11

bing for the Prefs, and a few thort additions;

wich I bope will by no mcans balk your expectations,
but minifler fo your edification.

BretuREN, my heart's dcfire and carnef} praycr for
you and your's is, that you may be {aved.—O that you
may be an honour to the Religion which you profefs, by
walking worthy of the Lovd unto all well pleafing, in cvery
JNatwon, velation, and condition of life, n the wigorons
exercife of all chriftian graces, and in the due and faith=
ful difcharge of all chriftian duties towards God and men,
maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the bonds of
peace, which -(bleffed be GOD) we now enjsy, afier a
loig davk night of trouble and confufion. ;



i1 DEDICATTION

I entreat you to remember your unworthy Paflor and
his Family, in your folemn adarcffes to GUD, when nearef]
the Throne.  Xou know what breaches a Soveveign and
Holy GOD bas made upon us.——FPray for tiie remnpant
that are left, that they may five in GOD’s fichs, and
prove an inflruéled and godly fecd.

That <we may all have the exceeding great joy tn fee
our children walking in the truth ;—and in ovder thereto,
ihat we may bave the wifdom and the grace to walk in
our boufes with a perfect heart, and ina perfect way, and
carefully to tranfmit that bholy religion, which was the
beauty and glory of our Fore-Fathers, pure and undefiled
to our poflerily.

And that we together, being sach others joy and crown,
nay be recerved to the vewards of grace in the kingdom of

our Father ; ave (1 bope) the fincere and bearty wifbes of,
Dearry BeLovep,

Your affe&tionate Paflor,

and Servant for Jesus Sake,

| SAMUEL DEXTER,
DepuaM, December 23d 1738,
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PSALM LXXVIIL from Ver. 1——=8.

t. Give Lar, O my People, to my Law: Inclinc your
Eurs to l/.?f’ Words of my Mouth,

o. I will open my Mouth tn a Pavable: I will utier
dark Sayings of old,

3. Which we bave beard, and known, and our Fathers
have told us.

4. Wewill not bidethem from their Children, fhewing fo the
Grenevation 1o come, the Praifes of the Lord : And bis
Strengib, and bis wauderjﬁtl Works that be bath done.

§. For be eftablifbed a Teftimony in Facob, and appointed
a Law 1n lfrael : which he commanded our Fathers,
that. ibey fhould make them known to their Children.

6 That the Generalions to come might kucw them, even
" the. Childven which fhould be born: Who Jfhould arife
and declare them to thetr Children.

v, That they might fet their Hope in God, and not forget
the Wirks of God, but keep bis Commandments.

8. And might not be as their Faihers, a flubborn and rebel-
lions Genervation: A Generation that fet not their Heart
aright, and whofe Spivit was not fledfaft with God.

My BRETHREN,

\’VE are now, through the fparing, upholding,
and {upplying mercy of our God arrived to the expira-
tion of our Firft Century, fince our glorious Head of the

Church has had a church in this place.
And
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And feeing that our anniverfary Thank{giving happeis
near upon the cenclufion of Tuch a period, T hope that
it may prove both acceptable and profitable to effay
fome religious tmprovement of both, 1n a difcourfe
from the words now read.

You may not expect a large and particular account of
our foundaiion, rife, and rrowth ; for to do this, would
be to give you a hiftory, more proper for your enter-
tainmient at other times, than fuch as are confecrated

to God's {elann worfhip, and for cther places than
from the pulpit.

Neither will my acquaintance either by private re-
cords, or particular traditional accounts, with the fpecial
circumftances of the original and pmrrlefs ofrhlsTown

and Church, furnifh me with matter for fuch an under-
taking.

Notliing further therefore than fome brief hints fhall
be attempted ; by all which I defire and hope, that Gop
may have the glory of his wifdom, power, n‘qodm.[b and
faithfulnels, in what he has done for us ; in rmﬁn r fn}m
fmall l’*cmnnlnfs fuch enlargements as at this d'ly
appearing for us in our mounts of difficulty 5 in fupp]v-
g us 1o bountitully all along from the rich tl‘C"IﬁI"C“ of
his goodnels ; and btf‘oumg {o manv valuable and

munificent faveurs upsn us, as we and our fathers have
experienced in fo long a courfe.

And more cfpeciallv for his renewed mercies in the
falt year; upon which account, to celebrate Gad’s

praes, we are in a more particular manner, called
together this day.

I would alfo have this fpecial view in the whole, to
infortn and infirudt onr d‘*l]d*cn the gencration ofr T
hopes ; and to raife in their minds, fuitable difpofitions
of piety, and refolutions of f’ﬂdlmcfs to honour the
God of thewr Iathers, and to Llcmc to him with full

pu rpoic
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purpofe of heart, who did fuch great things for our
fore fathers, and therein alfo, for us and them ; that
with fouls full of love and zeal and gratitude, they
may fay and refolve, He 1s our God, and we wili praife
him : he was our Fathers God, and we will exalt him:
This God {hall be our God for cver and ever ; we will

{ct our hope in him, and not forget his works, but keep
his commandments:

The fourddation of our difcotrfe in the feveral verfes,
row read, 1s fo large and copious that the time will
little more than allow me to divide the text into it’s
feveral obvious branches ; to colleét the plain and evi-
dent do&rines therein contained, and to draw the na-
wiral and neeeflary ufes to be made theiefrom ; which
I thall attempt (by divine help) 1n as familiar and

concife a method, as 1 can: And therefore in the
words we may obferve,

I. A general and pathetical call given to the people
of God, to hearken to his law, his will and his

word. And,

11. The reafons given to urge the people’s duty upon
them, in attending to the inftructions, that were
to be given to them in God’s name.

We are to obferve,

I. A general and pathetical call given to the people
6f God, to hearken to his law, his will and his word.
Give ear, O my poople, to my law, incline your ear. ™ lo
the weovds of my msutb.

This Plilm of which our text is a part, is hiftorical,*
it i1s a narrative of the great mercics which Ged had
beftowed upon Ifrael ; the great fins with which™ they
had prevoked him,and the many tokens of divise dif-
pleafure which they had been under therefor,

b In
ft Mz, Hfﬁr_}'.
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In the foregoing Plalm, the holy prophet had been

relating God’s wonders ofold for his own cncourage-
ment in a difficult time. In this he refumes the fub-
ject for the edification of the church, and enlargeth
much upon it ; thewing not only how good God had
been to them, which was an earneft of further finifhing
mercy ; but how balely they had carried themfelves to
God, which juftified him in correcting themy, as he did
at this time, and forbad all their compiaints.

Our text 1s a Preface to this piece of Church Hiftory,
commanding the attention of the then prefent age, and
recommending it tothe ftudy of the generations to come.

And in the front of this Preface, the holy Plalmift
demands attention to what he was about to deliver.
The people of God are called upon to hearken to God’s
law, his will and word 1 Guve ear, O my people, 13
ity law. Some make thefe the Plalmift’s words:
David asa king, or Afaph in his name, as his fecretary
of ftate, or {cribe to the fweet {inger of Hracl, here calls
upon the people as his people, committed to his charge,
to give ear 1o bis lawo @ He calls his inftructions his Jaw
or edict.  Such was their commanding force in them-
felves ; every good truth received in the light and love
of 1t, will have the power of a law upon the confcieace,

From this example of the royal Plalmift we may
note ; that thofe that are in civil authority, would do
well, as far as 1s confiftent with that liberty 1in which
Chrift hath made us free, to interpofe thetr power for
the edification of the people of God.  Or the Plajinift
being a Prophet {peaks as God’s moutn, and fo calls
them his people, and demands {ubjection to what was
{aid, asvoa law.  Let him that bath an ear, thus bear
what the Spirit [aith unto the churches.

Hence we may obferve this note of dottrine, viz.

That the Minifters of Chrift ought in his name to call
upon the people of God, committed to their charge,
to hearken to his law, his will and his word.

» God's
A,
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God’s law 1s his will, revealed in his word : to this
God’s people cught to hearken ; that is, to fubmit to
the power and authority of it, and to yield a cheerful

obedience to it.  And to this exercife of v odlinefs, the
Minifters of Chnit ought to quicken and flir up the
people of God under their care and watch : To this
we are directed by the example 1 our text; for what
was written afore- time was written for our inftruciion
and admonition : The writings of the old and rew
Teftament were given by infpiration of God, ard that tor
our learning 1 For they ure profitable for Hoﬁfr!rr, Joi re-
pm;, for correflion, and inflyuéizon i rightestfucls ; that
the man of Guod may lbe perfeél, thoronghly j;s;;::ylf,d 1.4
cvery good werk.  And agreeably fays the Apoflle, *
Take my brethicn, the Prophels who bhave (roken fu the
pame of the Lord, for an example : And this we fhould
do, not only 1n their fufierings, and 1n their patience,
but alfo in their holy living, their examplary converfa-
ion, and imitable fervices to the people of God, 1n the
fulithment of their commiflion.  We fhould be fol-
lowers of them, wherein they have been examples of
the things which are virtuous and pratfe worthy and of
good report 5 of holinefs of life, ¢ purity of dottrine,
7eal for God and faithfulnels in tulilling the minifiey
committd to them, and 1n difcliarge of their cice

15 watchmen upon the wail.

And as the Mimifler’s duty 1z herem Li::-rlarrd With
riipect to thofe mnder his warch ; vizo To admoniih
and qmr.,,_h.; tiwem to reccive the m{haft:nnb of widon,
ana co heareea diligently to the words of God’ smnmh
iy 15 the people’s duty alfo herein, very plainly and
fallv intimated to thun niumcly therr fuh]echm an:!
obedicace. 1iweare in Chrft's name to call upnn fHrod’s
pemplc to hearken to the words of his mouth, the obir-

SAtI0N 18 as dmno" on you to atte nd, /a 010 mmﬁ‘ berd
/0 thife things that ave [paken, lefi at any time vou It
focin flip ; and to {uomit to the force and power of that
autiority, who enjoins our obfervation of his will, fer

he
¥ Jamgs v. 10,
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he 1s our God, our maker, our preferver, our law giver,
and our judge ; he has an undoubted propriety In us,

and an Indifputable right ro dilpofe of us, and his will
ought to be our rule,

Hence then by way of Application.

We {ee the neceflary and incumbent duty both of
Mlmf}ers and People.  Minifters are to call upon thofc
under their care and ¢k arge, to give car 1o God's !m.;,
wid 1o incline theiy eqrs to the words of bis mouth ;
know and to do that which is right, and that Which
the Lord thewr God requires of them.  And the people
are not at their liberty whether they will bear, or wwhether
they will forbear There is abolute duty lying upon
them to recelve inftruétion, and to hearken to the coun-

1cls of God. Hence,

. Thofe minifters are chargeable with unf:utl*fu]ncfs
uho neolect thus to addrefs their people; and thole
under their carc who refule to hearken when thus
addreiled, arce n‘mlw of a thamecful difregard of God,
his wi'l and law, Minifters are to do mare than enter-
tain their people with {peculations, and preach to them
the doflrinal articles of faith ; there is the Rule of Duty,
the Precepts of Helinels, which they are to urge and
prefs with all ferioufnefs and cogency, and they cannot
be faithful without fo doing ; they are to reprove, re-
buie, and exhert with all lon e-fulfering, and doltrine.
And i their people refufe to hc*u and obL}, the word
ol (;od thus delivered to them in his name, and accord-
ing to his direction, they difregard God himfelt, Ins
authority, and m]l for they that reccive Chrift’s mef-
fenoers, receive 3iim, and they that receive their mef-
hu ¢s v hich are wumblc to the analogy of faith, and

the dodirines of ﬁcdhmﬁ;, receive hisy and they that
reject them, reject him 5 they defpife not men, but God ;
and of they rewee L(hrlﬂ and reccive not his words thL}’
have one that will | judee them, the word that hc hati
{fpoken, the fame fhall judge them in the laf dav.

W herefore,

3. Let
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7. Let us now, in God’s name and fear, apply our-
{clves to that which the Lord our God requires of us, in
our refpective characters.  And now, may the glorious
Head of the Church abundantly furnith me with his
word, from time to time, agrecable to your more {pecial
circumftances, a word of inftruction, reproof, exhorta-
tion, and counfel ; aml having God’s word, may 1 be
cnabled to {peak his word in the demonftration of the
Spirit and with power, agreeable to the lively oracles,
with ferioufnefs, gravity, and folemnity ; and with {pe-
cial and pertinent application to the ffate and condition
of vour fouls, feeking your good, your fpintual profit and
-ulxai*atage your edification and falvation, and not any
vain glory or applanfe of men; you alfo being my
helpers, by your fervent addrefies to God for me, that I
may obtaln grace to be faithful, and find mercy of the
Lord to be fuccefsful. Thus to ferve you and your’s
(by the help of God) 1s my carnclt defire, in what may
he attempted in the following articles of dilcourfe, up-
on this occafion, that God’s name may be glorified, and
our fuuls nourifiied by the fincere mitk of the word.

Wherefore to procccd——Let me oblerve,

II. The reafons given by the holy prophet in our text,
to urye the p(.*onla,% duty upon them, in attend-
inz to the nftructions and a dmonitions he was

about to deliver to them in Goc’s name.

And thefe were three, viz.

i. That the things to be difcourfed of were weigity.
2. That they were things of an ancient date.  And,

. That they were things in which pofterity were

o uncd All which reader them worthy ef regard
and attention.

. The firft reafon given in our text, by the infpired
me *.c wrer of GGed, to urge the pmplm duty upon them,
0 atteidi; ng o the mfuciions and admonitions w Im:h

he-
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he was about to give them in God’s name, 1s, that the
things to be difcourfed of were weighty, and there.
fore delerve contideration. 1 will open my mouth 1n 3
parable, 1 that which is fublime and uncommon,* byt
very excellent, and well worthy your attention : I will
utter dark fayings, which chailenge your moft {erious
recards. Thelc are called dark fayings, not becaufe they
are hard to be underftood, but becaufe they are greatly
to be admired, and carefully to be looked into. This
1s {aid to be fulfilled in the parables which our Saviour
put forth, Mat. xuil. 35. which were (as this) repre.
{entations of the ftate of the kingdom of God among
men.  The paflages of this fubfequent narrative, which
the Plalmift would utter with all freedom and plainnef,
arc flyled parablest and dark fayings, not trom their
unintelligiblenefs, but by reafon ot their gravity and
weight, and being of great moment for the peoples
inftruction and advantage ; and becaufe the things con
tained 1n them, concerning God’s tranfcendent good.
nefs to anunworthy people ; and their unparalleled in-
oratitude for, and abule of, fuch eminent favours, and
their ftupid ignorance and infenfiblenefs; under fuch
cxcellent and conftant teachings of God’s word and
works, arc Indeed prodigrous and hard to be believed.

P

Hence we may obferve this note of doctrine, viz.

That God’s word and providences, the ordinances,
commandments, and laws of his Kingdom, both
oi nature and grace, are things of nfinite mome
aild congern to us.

erein s contaned the whole of man, refpecting
his prefentufetul being, and his future comfort and hap-
piincfs.  God’s word contains all things neceflary io
him to know, believe, and practice, in erder to h:
fruttion of the bell good, which will never end, after:
period is put to his {ort abode in this world,  God"
providences are difcoveries of his wifdom and powey,
and of his kindnels and favour in upholding all thing:

and
v Mr. Hoary, T Mr. Podl,
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and in their univerfal government, wherein he many
times Thew s himfelf ﬂror*-{: on the behalf of them that
fear him ; and fometimes tor their inftrudtion and ad-
monition ; and to vindicare the “onour of his own holl-
nels and Juﬁ:ce, he difplays his indignation in the execu-
tions of his wrath upon bold and mcorrmble {inners.

And in all this, wherein the ordinances, command-
ments, and laws, of the kingdom of nature and grace
arc exhibited and ddplaycd to us, there are things of
infinite moment and concern to us ; things great and
weighty and worthy of our conideration and utmoft
dilicent attention : For what can concern us more,
than to know God and ourfelves, our duty and our
happinefs. More parncularly,

1. God’'s word and providences are weighty things,
and will appear to be of infinite moment and concern to
us, 1f we conftder their glorious Author, the eternal Gon.
He rules in the kingdom of providence and grace:
He utters his voice, and lo! a mighty voice, and a
aracious voice, in his providential difpenfations, and in
his holy word.

The inftrutions, precepts, promifes, and threatnings
of the word of God, are all a copy of his adorable
perfections, who is infinite in wifdom, holinefs, juftice,
goodncfs and truth.

God’s works of creation, providence, and grace, they

are holy, though nondcrful and to be fought 1nto,
thouqh un['carchable, and hIS ways righteous, though

myiterious, and paft finding out.

Wherefore, we fhould confider with whom it is we
have to do, and remember that we cannot by fearching
iind out (:od that we cannot find out the Almighty to
perfection,  Secret things belong to God ; but thofe that

are revealed to us and to our children, that we may do
2l the words of his law.

2. God’s
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2. God’s word and providences are weighty things,
and will appear to be of infinite moment and concern to
us, 1f we confider their important defign, to inftru&
and direct, rule and govern us, according to his holy
and fovereign will. '

All that the glorious God fays and does n his word and
in his works, 1s agreeable to the perfection of his nature :
And fo far forth as they refer to us, they are for our
infiruction and direétion, rule and sovernment ; that we
may know Ged and our duty, and be kept from the abo-
minable things which his foul hates, and be preferved in
his love and favour 3 which muft necds render thefe
things of infinitec moment to us.  But, n a word, for
I can but juft mention what might be enlarged upon.

3. - Thefe thinos are of the lalt concern to us, and will
appear to be {o, if we confider their end ; the glory of Goc
our comfort here, and our cternal happinefs hereafter,

This is the grand end which the great God propofes in
all the exertments of himfelt, viz. his own glory.  He
madc all things, he upholds all things, e orders and dif-
pofes of alt things as he pleales, and all for the advances
ment of his own honour; and the revelation which he
hath made of himfelf in his written word, is in the firft
place for the fame glorious purpofe, for God can have
no hicher end than himfelf, who is the firft and the laft,
the beginning and the end.  And fubordinately he pro-
pofes tie good of his creatures, and will make every
thing to work together for the good of his chofen.
They ftall confpire for their advancement m grace,and
to prepare them for the tife of glory, which hie will be-
flow upon all fuch, <.ba by patiert conivinance 1 10.)3
of corll doing, [rel for vlory, bonmy and tmmortaliiv.
God’s »ord and his providential difpenfations have all
a tendency to this, with refpect to thofe who make 2
riocht improvement of them; v herefore they muft needs
be of infinite moment and conrern to us, and upon that
account demand our meft careful and diligent atten-

tion «
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tion : Thefe things are weighty, and deletve our con
fideration.  God’s word is {o, his works are fo, and

diligently to be fought out of all them that take pleafure
in them. Hence we infer,

1. How reafonable it is, that we yield obedience to
the demands of God, in giving the moft earneft heed

to the inftructions and admonitions, given us from his
word and works.

This 1s confiftent with the higheft realon, and we
can have nothing to obje¢t agamft it, We are depen-
dent creatures, and accountable creatures, and our
chicfelt mtereﬂs arc much concerned in our vielding

fuch obedience. herefore 1t 1s highly reafonable
thar we thould fo do.

2. Hence how p‘mﬁnt and delichtful thould it be to

usto give fuch attention to the mfhu&wm and admo-
nizions of God's word and works.

We fhould do it with all cheerfulnels and readinefs
of mind. Qur fubmiffion to the glorious God in fuch
an important article, fhould be the jov and rejoicing
of our hearts, for in nothing can we take wifer mea-

res, noi more directly confult our own prefent com<
ort and future peace.

. Hence how profitable fuch an attention to the.
word and works of God would be to us.

This is the way to engage the favourable prefence
of God with us, in which alone our fafety, comiort, and
fuccefs are comprehendcd and this is the way to be
raceived to the rewards of grace, iy which s the life of
our {ouls, and the happmefa of eternity : See the rea-
fonablencfs, pleafure, and profit of obedience.

4. Hence alio the foily and abfurdity of difregarding
the calis of God, from his word and works.

G Folly
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Folly is bound up in the hemq of fuch as do fo; they
take the moft direct fteps to their own ruin. Madnefs

i3 tn their hearts while they lm, and after that they
oo to the dead, and to the damned.

In a word.

. How juft is the ruin, and how dreadful will the
dPi’[ruC‘tlon be of {uch as 1ﬂfuﬁ attentien to the calls of
God from his word and worlks, in which are contained
things of fuch weight, and of the lalt moment and 1m-
portaince to them.

Such caft the counfel of God behind their backs ; and
{uch may jaftly expedt, that becaule thev regard not the
works of the Lord, and the operations of his “hands ; He
will deftrov them, and not build them up ; and that be-

aufe they refufe to hearken to his calls, that he will
laugh at their calimity, when fhares, fire and brimf{tone
fhall be made the portion of their cup; for on fuch
wicked God will rain a moft horrible tempeft.  And,
concernine {uch his enemics, hewill {ay, lring thesir bither
and flav thes before e, And oh ! who can ftand before
his indignation, who canabide the fiercerefs of his anger,
when his fury fhall be poured out like fire.

Pafs we to

2. Another reafon given in our text to urge the peo-
ples duty upon them, in attending to the infrrudctions
and admonitions which were to be given to them 1n
God’s name, viz. That the things which were to be dil-
courfed of, were of ancient date.

They were the monuments of antiquity, dark {ayings
of old, which we have Frard and known, and which ouf
Sfathers bave told us. 'They are thmga of undoubted
certainty, we have heard #hem and known them ; and
there 1s no room left to queftion the truth of them.

The gofpel of Luke is called a declavation of 102

things which are meft furely believed amorg us, Luke 1. 1.
fo were tne things which the Plalmufl was “about to relate.

The
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The honour we owe to our Parents and Anceftors,
obliyeth us to attend to that which our fathers have
told us, and as far as it appears to be true and good, to
recetve it with fo much the more reverence and regard.
There 1s both profit and plcafure in being infornied of
things of ancient date, that are of undoubted verity,
and of moment and impartance.

Flence we may obferve this note of doctrine, viz.

That 1t 15 a very agrecalle and vfeful entertainment to
refref our minds with the remembrance of what God
has done for us inour day, and with his deahngs to-
wards our Anceflors, which were perfarmed 1n the days
of old ; in the times of ancient generations.

It 15 exceeding pleafant to ingenious and 1nquifitive
minds to reficct upon the obfervables of divine provi-
dence, within the compafs of their own knowledge ; and
allo to be entertained with thofe of ancient date, which
were remarked in the days of their Forefathers,

I fhall not fay any thing to demonftrate the plealire
that there is berein, the bare repeating the fact carries
1ts own evidence along with it to all fuch whofe minds
are of this {tamp; and herculean labour would be but
labour loft, to endeavour to torm a relithing idea there-
of 1n the minds of fuch as are of another mould.

Wherefore T pafs to fay, that it may be a very ufeful
ant profitable entertainment to refreth our minds with
what God has done for us m ovr day, and with his
dealings towards our anceftors, which were petformed 1
I.;h(f days ot old ; and to {how that 1n {everal ways, and
for feveral ends and purpoles it may be fo.

Particularly,

1. To fix in our minds a juft remembirance of the
great and good things, God hath done for us, and for
Our progenltors,

Thus
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Thus fays the infpired penman in our text, verfe 4.
Sheawing 1o the genciation to come, the praifes of the Lord,
ard bis flrength, and ihe wonderful works that be bath
dene.  We fhould not prefently forget the merciful
appearances of God for us, or ours, 1t 1s an argument
of 1nyrattude if we do ; neither fhould we foon let flip
the aviul tokens of God’s difpleafure 1in any inftance,
by means of which our fleth has been made to trem-
ble; but we fhould lay up the remarkable occurrences
of divine providence for future improvement ; and fre-
quently to renew the 1dea of them 1n our minds, cannot

but have a tendency to fix them tn the thovghts of the
1magination of our hcarts. Again,

2. To f¥'rup inusa hcly fear cf God and a dread
of his wrath.

Among the purpofes of heaven in the difcoveries of
the divine difpleafure, in the executions of vengeance,
this ws one, that others may bear and frar, may therchv
ke admonifhed and rake uammg We ought to fear
that bely and dreadful name, thie Lorpour Gop,  We
fhould have fuch anawe of the Majefly of Heaven, and
fuch a dread of h's wrath, as to make us verv cautions
of doing any thing to pros oke him to come forth againtt
us 1N anger. Now a ferious reflection rpon w hat God
has donc citoer 1 our own day, or 1n ancienter times,
to punifb h's people for their rebellions againft him,
may have, and furely it ourht to have this influence and

cliect upon us, thiough a holy fear of God, to avoid
thofe ways and practices which were {o pmmkmg to
the God of Heaven, that for the honour of his great
name, he hath vifited his people with fore judgments
and calamities.  This 15 particularly mtimated to us
10 our text. verfe 8. —c?'fz’ﬁrngt not be as thetr fatbers,
a flullorin and veb-llisus gencralion, a peneralion inal fct

nol thetr beait aright, rmi whofe Jpirit was not ﬂf(ff fﬁ
with Gad. [rurther,

. 'This may be of ufe and fervice to excite our love,
md increale our sratitude to the ever blefled God.

The
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'I'he many kind thines that Heaven has done for us
and for our fathers, thould influence us ro love our mofit
aracious and bountiful benefactor, and flould enlaige
our hearts in gratitude to him. Laery day is a witnels
for GGod that he is good, and does good ; and calls ferour
confianr and perfcveun:r returns of love and grautude.
But there are fome remarkable iaterpofitions of favour
and goodnefs which demand our moft {pecial and
peculiar notice ; eminent and fignal appearances of ci-
vine favour call for more pecullar and enlarged returns:
And many fuch there have becn, if we did but duly at-
tend to them, in our own day, and in the days of our
fathers, which are very loud calls to us,to love the Lord
cur preferver and benefactor, and to render to him our
aratcful ackowledgments, according to the benefits done
unto us. And a due refletion upon thefe things may
have a {pecial tendency to ftir us up to our dutv here-
n, and thereby greatly turn to our advantage. Ver. A.

H: i ot bide them from their children, /bs wing to the
gracication to come the praifes of the Lord, &c. Again,

1. To encourage us to put our truft in Ged, and to
mal-e Lim our h()pt. and confidence at all timecs.

Je that has delivered can deliver, and 1f our wavs
pleafe him he will yer deliver, He has been, and 1s,
Jope nf bic ][mr/, and their Savionr in time{ of Iroutle ;
areat and marvellous have been his works of falvation ;
aind the Lord Jehovah is fi1ll an inexhauvinble fountain
UF-“TOi‘I"‘fb, and In him there is everlafting ftrength.,
And this 1s one end of fuch a reflettion, particu l"'llV
};Oamcd at in our text, ver. 7. That we might Jet our hope

1 God. I we make God’s commandments our rule,
we may make his covenant our flay, for he s never

unmiadful thereof. Further,

5. duch a reflection may be of creat vfe and fervices
to awaken 1n us a {uitable care, to “conform our tempers
and manners to the holy will and law of God, that we

nm engage his gracious prefence with us, and obtain,
um blt.ﬁnrr upon us.

This
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This has been God’s mann-r, he will be with kj
people in a way of mercy and blefling, while they ad.
here to him in a way of duty and obedience. This v
are affured of, from the declarations of God’s wor,
and from the hiftory and method of his providential
difpenfations; thus we read, 2 Chron. xv. 1, 2. And i)
Spirvit of God came upen Azariab the [on of Oded, and |
went oul lo meet Afay and fard unto bim, Hear ye Af,
and all Judab and Benjamin, th> Lord is with you whil
you be with bim, and if you feck bim, he will be found o
you.  Wherefore if we regard the fa\ our of heaven, and
in that our own intereft, fuch a ferious refleCtion wil
have a tendency to engage our regards to the will and
law of God, agrccable to which are tholc paflages in
our text, ver. 5, 6 and 7. For be r/?aéu//: 'd a tefitmony
11 7.:3(0[* and apporznted a lave in Ifracl, which be com-
siianded our fathers, that they fhould ;;mif, thein kuston t
thetr children. That the genzvation to come mizht kny
thenty even the childven ohich thould be born @ ¥ ha fhouli
arife and declave thei to their childyen. That they might
Set iheir bope i God, and not forgel ihe works of God ; b
keep bis conmandments,

In a word.

6. A fuitable review of the great and good things
which the ever blefled God hath done in our day, and
in the days of our fathers, may be of ufe and benefit to

our poﬂcrlt‘," that they may be informed of the works
nf God, and called upon, not to forget the hope of their
fuhen nor be unmindful of his law ; which for encou-
ragement duly to obferve, he has fo fignally appeared
in ways of mercy; and for the breach of which, he
hath come forth in anger, and marched through the

midft of his people in 111d1gnat10n

But this advantage of a due notice of the remar kables
of Providence is to be the fubject of a diftinct head,
and therefore may be more Partlcularly confidcred
by and by. ,
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I fhall therefore only add here, upon the whole of what
has been oficred under this note of doltrine, That for
fuch facred purpofes as the inftruction and admonttion of
the prefent and {ucceeding generations, in the fear and
love of God, and obedience to his law, we have many
inftances in our bibles, of rehearting the wonderful
works of God, both prelent and former.

If I fhould pretend to give you the narratives at large,
they would ftrerch my difcourfe beyond due bounds:
[ {hall therefore, only direct you to the paffages, and de-
fire that you would read and perufe them at your leifure.,

To this purpofe 1s Mofes’s divine fong, Exod. xv. when
Irael triumphed over their enemies, who were drowned
m theRed Sea.  And a great part of the book of Deuse-
rensimy 18 taken up with fuch accounts, and with folemn
calls and exhortations therefrom to obedience, parti-
cularly the 3d, 4th, 8th, gth, 10th, 11th and 26th chap-
ters ; and to the fame end is the fong of Mo/es 1n the g2d
chapter, which fetteth forth God’s mercy and vengeance,
and concludes with this exhortation, Se/ your beaits unio
a:[ 1he words which L ieflify among yor this day, which ye
taall command your childyen to oljcrve and do, all the words
of this law & For it is not a vatn thiny for vour, becaufe it s
your life, and throngly this thing ye fhall prolong yorr days
i the land whither ye go over fordar to poffcfs it. With
the fame pious defign, Fofbwa, the captain and leader
of Iivacl, exhorted the people of God before his death,
and gave them a narrative of God’s dealings with them.
See Fob. 23d and 24th chapter.  This alfois the runand
this the intention of the teftimany of Sameel, the Lord's
prophet, acainft Ifracl; after they had afked a king, See
13am. 12th chap, And many otherinflances of the like
nature we have 1n the book of Plalms : Thus the Pfalm
of which ourtext is a part, and towhich picce of church
hiftory it is a folemn preface: And fo Pfal. cv. in
which we are direlted to praife God for his fpecial
fumurs to n1s church, an enumeration of which is therea
i given ; and to the fame purpofc is Plalm cxxxvi.

in
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In the New Teftament alfo, fuch ufeful narratites
are not wanting ; you remember Stephen the protox
martyr’s defence, when accufed of blafphemy, Acts i,
And the Apoflle Paul in the xith chap. to the Hebrews,
relates the wonders of faith which the ancient fatherg
and people of God were inftances of, and as a confe.
quence therefrom, begins his xiith chapter with thi
exhortation, Wherefore feeing we alfo ave compaffed abext
with [o great a cloud of witneffes, let us lay afide every
weight, and the fin that doth fo eafily befrt us, and let us
run with patience the race ibat 15 fot before v,

Thus I have endeavoured doctrinally to thow you the
profit and advantage of a ferious reficction on the grex
and good things which the glorious God hath done, 1
the courfe of his providence, whether formerly or
more lately.

And now by way of Application.

1. We hence {ee both the necefhity and expedicncy of
a ferious refletion and meditation upon God’s provi.
dential difpenfations, whether of later or ancienter date.

If there be fo much profit and advantage in 1t, {urel
then it 1s both neceflary and expedient. 1t 1s neceflary,
for 1t 1s our duty with regard to God, that we may give
him the glory that s due to his name.  And with rc-
gard to ourfelves, that we may behave and conduct our-
{elves in abecoming manner, agrecable to our character
a3 the people of God, who own their dependance upon
him and acknowledge his propricty in them, and their
ovligations to him, who have their hope in him, and
their expectations from him. And it 13 expedient, for
the pleature and the advantage of 1t renders it highly
fo. If we confult our own intereft, we fhall thus regard
the works of the Lord and conlider the operations ol
his hands.

2. According to our doftrine, and agreeable to i
examples of fuch a practice, which have been produ-
P >

ced ; and with a fincere view to the fame good purpofei,
lef



f}JE’ I{‘Tpf Qf sz/}f;*f{}r' 1,9.

iet us look back and confider the works of the Lerd,
and the wonders which he hath done in our day asd in
the days of our fathers. But it muft be in a few general
brict’ hints, for a large volume would not mere than
{uthce to contain the particulars.

And here allow me,

1. To give vou {fome fhort account of our me.,zz'mz
Rife and Growf/o with fome remarkables of Providence,

,mlth} to be taken notice of, in {fuch a relation.
And then,

2. Briefly to hint what influence thefe things thould

Lave upon us.

In the firlt place,

1. Iam to give you fome {hort account of our Foun-
dation, Kife and Growih, with {ome remarkables of Pro-
vidence, worthy to be taken notice of in fuch a rclation.

* «Irom the days of Mofes, who wrote the firft
niftory of the beginning of the world and of Ifrael, the
wife and plous among men have {carce known a more
facred pleafure, nor found a more profitable entertain-
ment, thatt in tracing the footfteps, and windings of

divine Providence, in the planting of Colonies and
Churches, here and there through the earth,

“ Nor let it feem vain in me to ﬁ) (fays the fame
creatman) that i the fettlement of the New-England
Churches and Provinces, there have been {fome circum-
fances fo like unto thofe of Ifrael of old (after their
enirance mto Canzan) that I am perfwaded no peopie
of God under Heaven, can fing of his mercies and
]le“lntutb, 1n the mf:-ncd phmﬁ:, with more direct
and pertnent felf dppllCdthH than we can do.

T« It was not long after the beginning of the former
century, that a confiderable number of the fubrects of

D " the

* The Rev. Dr. Colman, in his Preface to Mr. Pendal’yw’s Hillory
of the Indian War.

The Rev. and excellent Mr. Pemborton, in a brief account of
the State of the Province of the Maflachufetts Bay in New-
England, Civil and Eccleliattical.

L]
‘Iﬂl-rl.
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the Crown of England, by the allowance, and under the
covntenance and protection of the I-'p't_mf; authority,
did tranfplant themlclves, familics and cflates into the
remote 1egions of America,

Qur New Iingland Chrenology fays, T« That it wag
on the gt of November, in the year 1620, that they
mnade the land, afier lomj beating the fea; and on the
31t of December the fime vear, they kept thar firlt
fabbatn en the main land, at the place now well known
by the name of Plymouth ; from which time thercfore
the Rev, Mr. Prince fixes the @wra of their fettlement,

*“ Thefe firlt Plante:s were known to be perfons, not
on!v of aporoved picty to Ged, but of cxemplary
lovaliv to the Throne and Govermment they bclongcd
to; and brought thefe principles of alfection and dugy
to thetr Pringe 1nto tln..ft, his diflant deminions ; and
their care was to tran{mit tue fane loyal principles and
Ipirit to cheir pofterity.

“ Ta encorrage and ftrengthen them to fubmit to
the many toils, hazards and vaft expence in fubduing
and plasting a wildernefs, they were favorred with the
Royal Gran: 0f'1 (,h'utcr by which they were vefled
with feveral Powvers, Llhutu;.s and Privileges, for their
good order aad governinent.,

« Under the protection of the Royal Clarter in which
they entircly confded, for the fecurity of the libertics
thercin qmntcd they were animated checrfully to un-
dergo unkiown perils and hardfbips, which were un-
avoidable 1 thetr fieft plantations, by v hich a valuable
acceflion has been made to the Britith dominions, and
the commerce of Great Dritain enlarged without any
charge to the Crown.

Inthe larter end of the reion of King Charles tiic
fecond, this Charter was vacated by a ]udwmcnt of
the Hich Court of Chancery, which judgment was

rcipited,

1 The Rev. Mr. Pringe.
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refpited, till the reign of King James the fecond, when
this corporation was disfranchifed and actually divelted
of all the powers, herties and privileges that had been
grmted to them.

« After the hanpy Revolution, thole elorious Princes
King Willlam and Qreen Mary, of immortal memoary,
were pleafed 1n their princely witdem and grace, bv their
roval Charter to nnlie and erect int» one province, tie
Celonies of the Maflachuletts Bav, New Phymorth, &c.
by the name of the Province of the Maflubufeiis Bay
in Nezwo Eiglaid, which was to be governed by a Gover-
nor, Council and Affembly,

« I3/ this Royal Charter many valuable Privileoes and
Immunities are velted i the Body of the People inha-
biting the faid Province, their properties {ccured, and
all the Immunittes and Liberties of natriral fubiects

born in the realm of Engiand, are granted and atirmed
to them,

“ The inhabitants of this Province have always had a
wit value for their civil Liberties, but the trce aind le-
cure enjoyment ¢ f their religiovs privileges, has ever
been moft dear to them, and efteemed a plentifel reward
of a:l the dancers and diilicuities they have been {trug-
in rwithy from their firit  lantation to this day.

«“ The firit Planters of thefe his Majefty's territorics,
were as to their perfuafion m religion, fuch as n the
Fachith naoion were called Furitass, who detired and
{oarvr what was 1 their apprehention, a further refor-
macion 1n point of difcipline and worthip.

“ That they and their poflenty aficr them mignt
erjoy the hberty of their confciences 1n thele points,
and worthip God according to their beft lighr, with lefs
razard to themfilves, and Icfs offence to others, they

tought a place of reft in thele remote regions.

{ P,]
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« By the care and zcal of thefe firft Planters, the
kingde m of Chrift was firlt planted in thele his Majefty's
ditant dominions, Churches ereted in their fev ral
Towns and Plantations, in wiich the {rofpel 1s difpenfed,
and the Ordinances of God’s Houfe adminiftred, without
any terms of Communton, but what "lCCOldln” to thelr
be! 1 Lighnt, were plainly prc[lrlbcd i the word of God.

The Doftrincs of Faith profefled in thefe Churches
are (r.tart:ly P.otettant, moft agrecable to the doctrimal
Ariicies and Fonvlies of the Church ot Iingland, and
.0 the Confeflions of the Reformed Churches abroad.

“ The Churc s in point of Difcipline and Mode of
Wortliip are mainly Congregationaland Prefbyterian, of
one profeilion and principle, with the united Brethren,
the Proceftant Diffeaters in South Britain.

“ Through the blefline of Heaven thefe Churches
under their prefent fecurities have greatly flourif{hed
and ncreafed.”

Our mereiful and glortous God did in a wonderful
manner caft out the Heathen before our Fathers, and
piaated them o He prepared alfo a vown before them, and
catfed thm 1 1ake docp vool, and to jll the laud, [o that
the wrve hath Cut onat beir boughs wato the fra, axd ber
branch s iupys the viver.  We have heard with cur car,
CC God. o1 fathers have told us, what work thou didft
11 thetr days, 10 the times of old, how thou didit drive
cut the heaten with thy hand, and plantedft them ; how
thon didd afl*¢t the people and caft them out; fo
ther vor not the Iind n pofleffion by their own {word,
neither dod their own arm fave them ; but thy right
hand, 2wl thine arm, and the light of thy countenance,

Liccaule thou hadft a favour unto them.™® Very
* Very remarkable was the hand of Heaven in a mortal contagion
that iwept away multitudes of the Aborigines, jult before the
armivil of the firlt Englifh fettlers.  And as evident an interpo-
fiiiow of Providence was the extraordinary reftraints la:id upon
thofe that frvive ], that were difpofed to do hurt to God’s little
flock in the wildernefs : And alfo the amicable temper w hich
fome of them dﬂmmrcd, in their inclinations to fhew kindncl

to, and do fervice for the infant Plantations.
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Very various have been the divine difpenfations to-
wards our Fathers, and towards us, as thetr and our ways
have pleafed the Lord ; fometimes the bright fhines of
procperity 1a our Civil and religious iarerefts have {ur-
rounded us ; and fometimes our profpects have bren
dark and gloomy : And many have been the almoft -
fupcrable difhculties that we have paffed throagh from
the tongues and the nens of falfe brethren, a.d from
cie arrows, guns, and hatchets, of a barbarous enemy.

Very threatning the time when our Charter was taken
from us and the Government diffolved, * and very dif-
trefling the adminiftration of government from that
time to the happy Revolution.{ Very dark the time
when the land and churches were filled with perplexity
and concern from what happened by the righiteoas per-
miflion of Heaven, from the Soirits of darknefls,} and very
crievous the things that have fallen out from the divifions
and animofities which have embarrafled our afiairs, both
civil and religious, at one time and another.  And in a
word, very {urprizing and fhocking the profpedts, when
a revhteous and holy God hath many a time threatned us
with impoverithing and defolating judgments for eur
ans; and {ometnnes caufed us to talte the bitter fruits of
wor impieties and irreenlarities.  Neverthelefs, through
the pasience of FHeaven, we arc continued a people, and
arc ttill ' the enjoyment of very valuasle privileges,
and from {mall beginnings are become great. &

But

* The vt Charter taken awav 168s. The old Government dif-
{olved in Mavy 1686, Sir Zdmund Androls arrived Governour
December 1686, The Rev. Dr. Increafe filazser went Agent to
England in the fpring 1688,

v Eagland, Nov. 1688. In New-Encland, April 1689. The |
prefent Charter granted 1691, Sir William Phipps arrived Go-
vernour 1692,

1

T

h In the year 1692.

i Sce this fet in a very good light, in a fermon preached upon
the like occafion, by the Rev. Mr, Foxcroft of Doflen, from
“r - 'Illll
aaft xil 31, 32, Aug. 23, 1730,
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But 1 Ieave thefe things of a general purport, and pafs
to confider fome things more immediately referring to
ourfclves.

According to the account which I have received, the
town of Dedbaiz was the 16th or 18th fettlement from
the firft beginning of the country.

It was petitioned for as a townfhip in 1636, and de-
fired that 1t might be called Contentment ; which name
I doubt not was aflked for fome {pecial rcafon and likely

nough to denote the temper and difpofition of tl.e then
mh'\l]t'mts. IHowever, when the grant was made, 1t
was called by its prefent name.

Our Church Records fav, « The townthip of Dedham,
confifting of about thirty fam 1 ¢s, refiding there 1637,
being come toocther by divine P'rovidence from {everal
parts of England ; few of them known to one another
before.”

And being thus incorporated into a civil Seciety, and
invefied with the fame pimlc:fas that others cnioved,
they foon betheuant themiclves about a Churen State,
tor it was that, that their hearts were principally upon.

Agrecably it is added in our ancient Records.

« Tt was thoucht mcet and agreed upon, tiat all the
inhabitants that afieéted Church Communion, or pleafed
to comne, Thould meet every ¢th day of theweck at {everal
houfes, 10 order lovingly to difcourfe and confult toge-
ther of fuch queflions as might further tend to cftabhih
a peaceabie and comfortable civil fociety 5 and prepare
for {piritual communion ina Church State. Partly that
we mirht be further t..(qx.mntcd with the tempers, {pirits
and ﬂlits of onc another; and partly that we might
oaln “further licht in the ways of Chrift’s kinzdom, and
the government of his Church,” &c.

And in the purfuit of this method, they prepared for,

and at length came into a Church St'Ltc, Inavery fmous
and folemn mannc
A
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A particular acceunt of the meafures taken and of the
manner of their combination 1s preferved to us by the
care and pains of that reverend and venerable gentleman
Mr, Fobn Allin, your fueft pahm And whoever reads it
mnt allow, that thereis in it a full difcovery of a fincere
resrard {0 the clory of God, and to their own fpiritual
cd.:icarton in the ways of God (according to a judg-
meat of charity) a ftrict regard to holinels of” life, and
A grear care Lo mainran the wrify of the Spirit in the
bond of peace.  That there was mnich of the prefence of
(rod with them, and thar having their hearts enlarecd
with the confolations ot Gold, thu ran 1n the ways of
his commandments with cheerfulnes and conftancy,
and held faft thewr itegrity.

This Church keing the fourtcenth that was embodied
in the country,® was gathered ontiae Sthday of Novern-
ber 1638, by making a folemn profeflion of their faith,
and entering into covenant with the Lord, and one with
another, confifting of § perfons § to whom feveral others
were added before the church was compleated with
ofhcers T which was on April 24. 1679,§ when the Rev.
Mr. Fobn Ailin was ordamed to the pafloral office,
who throngh help received from Ged, continued 1 his
work, ’t.il the year 1671, when on the 26th of Auguft

he

Tohnlin’s Hiltory.

+ \H Fabn Allia, urrfpn I hechicky, Edeeard Ainny Fsha Laolon, Subn
Hanting, Fohn Frayre, Eleover LTa'bor, and R Tors Hmffmn

L N Menry P;'uf/p.r, f;ff:l)w: bty Rolurt HKempey and Do, A Tl

vith feveral women,
Sm.c ancient Cthh recor da The ")eﬂmns office exeep! ed 1.."[{-?1

25 th's, 1 ogr C]mwwh{:ﬂrd% Vi, t11 choice and C"‘dhh APy Ot
Deacons being longleft unperfeded « fometimes by reafon of dhfer-
ent anprchenfionsin tthhurch, and tometimeshvrealon of brotder
Cr'clormg’s delays of acceptance i r::g':wd of his relation ond
rtetions to Mr. Philfiss in England 1t pleafed Gnad that afior
long cxperience the Chmch had of brother Henry Ciickrrir and
Nathar Afis in the wor's of Deacons, the Cliarch with a go “neral
vote {inme few only fulpending) called them to that oficz, ad
arveed they fhould be orduined thereuanto the next qmn S
h: 5'1* clefed on the 231 of the g4th month 1650, So that ths
Church w.s without Deacone 11 yeaTs,
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he fell afleep in the Lord, ¢ having continued (fays our
church hiftory) the reverend and dearly beloved pattor
to the church of Chnift in Dedbam, after ordination,
thirty two ycars, and dicd 1n the 75th year of his age.

After whofe death, this church was deftitute of a paf-
tor two years and about 4 months, when this blmcb
was greatly macte up 1n the happy fettlement of the Rey,
Mr. William Adams ; who was ordained to the paftoral
othice Deccember 3d, 1673, and carried on the work
of the Lord among his people here, through the affifi.
ances of the glortous head of the church, for 12 years
and $ monrths, and ceafed from his labours exchanging

(we truft) earth for Heaven, on Auguit thP 17th, 1n tl:c
year of our Lord 168s.

After whofe deceale, this church was deftitute and in
a broken ftate for § years, when to their great joy, the
repairer of breaches fupplied the vacancy with a paftor
(we truft) after lus own heart, 1nthe Rev. Mr. Fofeph
Belcher, who was ordained to the pafioral office in this
place, on Nov. 2¢9th, in the year 1693, and was made
great blefling to this people, in whole light they rejoic-
cd till April 27th 1723, when he was not {utfered to
continue any longer by realon of death. He lived much

defired and died oreatly lamented, 1n the 3d year of
his age, and 1n the 301:‘1 of his paftorate.

After which this church was deftitute one vear, which
brings down the time to the prefent fettlement.

I fhall add, that befides thofe in the miniftry this
Church and Town have been favoured with very valua-
ble and worthy men, fome 1n the Magifiracy, and others
i a more private {phere. A Lufber,*a Fifher, T4

.DT,UJ‘U{”:

# Of whom it is thus rccorded in our Church Book, “Major Llaz
Lofeer, 2 man found mn the faith, off great holinefs 'md heav enh
ni uh_dm,ls, vwho was of the firlt foundation of this Church, and
Ead been of grert uie {as in the Commmonwealth 10) in the Church.

cpecially after the death of the Rev. Paftor thereof, Mr. Fobudli
departed this lile November 13, 1672

M. Danicl Fifhery 2 Gentleman ﬁcﬂ.rncd m the Law, and 2
Magiitrate for the Celoay,
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. 4
Pufeht,* have been among our men of renown : and

—_

many other trely ferious, godly and ufeful men, who
being dead, have theirf names and memories, yet alive
among us, for their worthy decds done to and for this
neople, and for their heavenly converfation, who herein
have left us an example worthy of imitation.

And blefled be God, that ve have fome, we hope, yet
furviving, thit are not deflitute of the principles and
seal of their fore-fathers.

I need not acquaint you that within the limifs that
were firlt Dedbam, whole number of inhabitants in the
year 1037 were 30 families, there are now 6 townfhips;*
and {ome confiderable part ot a ~5ih, 1 there arc g
varifhes, and as many gathered Chirches,§ with Paftors,

0 one

* Timothy Deuighty, Efq; a Gentleman truly ferious and godly, oné
of an cxcellent fpinit, peaceable, generous, charitable, and a
promoter of the true mterelts both of the Church and Town
died Janvary 31, 1717-18, Zitat, 83, and buricd on the fame
day with his fixth confort. ﬁ |

Y Viz. Medfield made a Towntfhip, January 1650-1, whercof the

Rev. Mi. Fofipl, Buxter is the prefent Paftor.

Wrentham, fet off fror Dedbam March 27, 1661, Confirmed by
the General Court, O&ober 1673, T'ne Rev: Meflicurs Henry
Mefongery and  Eltas Haveny Pattors of the two diftindt parithes
m the town. |

Acedbam, fet off from Dedham, May 28th, i711.  Confirmed by
the General Court November 1711, The Rev, Mr, Fonatlar
7 vsonfend the Paftor.

Belingham, fer off from Dedbam May 11th, 1710: |

aipoley fet off from Decchwm May i5th, 1724, aud corfirmed at
tac fall {efhons,  The Rev. Mr. Phulips Fuyfeu their Paftor.

t Vi Naviek, where there ts a Church of our Lord Jefus, con-
futng partly of Englifh and partly of Indians. The Rev. Bir.
Olrver Pealody their Paltor.

i; Vizi 1 in ﬂ‘(f{ﬁf&fj 2m / !f'}mff.:mi:, I ﬁrt'c?(ﬂ‘mh", I 1.1 Bﬁf/fﬁgfrmn,'
L1 Walpske, and 3 in Dedbam, viz. the old Purith, the fouth
Panth, {et off from the Town Sept. 2, 1728, confirmed by the
General Court Nov. 1730, The Church gathered there June
23d, 17126, and the Rev. Mr. Thonas Buleh ordained their Paiior,
Jme soth, 1736, The other Parith is dittinguithed by the name
8f ihe Clupdcard Trees ; where a Church was gatherad, und the

Rc\*.
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one only excepted; § with a confiderable number. tp,
maxe a 1oth, when they fhall judge their circum.
ftances agreeable.]

There are ten trained Companies, with a troop of
Horle, and a very confiderable part of another. Within
our prefent limits are three Parifhes, three Churches,
and three trained. Companies. '“

I do.not- mention thefe. things. for oftentation; but
that we may fec and confider how great, hath been our
encreale from fmall becinnings ; and. be induced, to,
give od the glory of his power and goodiiefs.

As to the Births and Drcaths, the:admiflions, into.
Church fellowthip,and the ramovals from it, Marriages,
cC. I'cannot.pretend to compute and affirm the number.
Yet we may in our own minds be led (it’s.poffible) to.
fome jufter and:mere enlarged. conceptions. thereof,
than at firft weare ready to imagine, from the following
acconnt, which begins with my fettlement, on the 6th
of-Muy 1724, fince which time, according .to the beft
calculation that I can make, which is fomething above
t4-years ; there has died.and been buried: in this place.
and: neighbourhond, who congregate. with us, 369
Infants.baptized 447 : Adults baptized 3¢ : Admitted
into - Church. fellowhip 171 :. Difmiffed to us g = Dil-
miiied from us 33 : Laid hold:of the.Covenant 44;
Befides the Baptifms, Admiflions, &c. that have beenin
the other Churches. And the number of Marriages have
been 104 ; befides thofe that have been joined in holy
wedlock, belonging to this Town, by other Officer.
And if thefe things have been within a little more than

the {pace of fourteen years, what has been done_in the
courfe of an hundred ? As

Rev. Mr.. Fofiab* Dwight. (formerly of Woodflack) inftalled their
Paitor June 4th, 1735. And they were made a diftinét" Panl
by the General Court January .1oth; 1736.

N.B. Where I fay confirmed b}:_the_;GéI_leral Court in November
it is to be underftood, fometime in the Fall Seflions. = -

¢ Viz. Belingham, who are now deftitute of a fettled '._Migl_ﬁff_:
viz. January 25, 1738-g. S

Il Viz. at a part of the Town known by the name of Springfih
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As the people of God in this Place have been tharers
in the common‘{iriilesof Heaven with other places, fo
they have -béen 1n:publick frowns and calamities, {uch
as'ficknefles and was, {edrcities, ‘and the like. But 1
do'not find any diftinguifhing -calamity <brought ‘upon
them fince thewr firlt {ettlemeiit.

Of late years, God's people in this land, and we 172
this place, have been under a variety of providential
difpenfations, and have reafon to fing ‘both of -mercy
and of judgment.

Many have been the frowns of Heaven, and great the
divine threatnings in the wars with the Indian favases;
by earthquakes, {ftorms and fickneffes, fuch as the {mall
pox, and the thréat diftétnper, by 'which fuch vaft nim-
bers of our -children “and .youth in éne place -and in
anotier, have been‘removed to:the fileht houfe appoint-
ed'for all living. Death baving ‘obtained "commiifion
to come up ifito "our windows, and to “enter ‘into our
‘dwellings, to cut oft the "children ‘frém without, and
the voung men and 'women from the ftréets, 'miany hun-
dreds, i not thoufands, have fallen an éify prey. ‘Alfo’in
the threatnings of {carcity,and in the deaths of great and
'good meen, both in the Magiftracy and in the Miniflry.

 And great has been the kindnefs and favour “of the
blefled God to'us; as in the continuance of our précious
-privileges both civil and facred ; fo in our fpecial {alva-
tions, protectiont and provifions : In our fiiccefles again(t
the Indian enéiny in the laft war, though with:the lofs
‘of'much treafure, and many a valuable life:: 'In “the
peace that we have of late years enjoyed : Inthe {alva-
‘tions that we have‘hitherto been favoured ‘withal from
threatned ruin ahd deftruion. And in ‘the 'fruits of
the ‘earth, ‘which ‘beyond -expetation, we -have beei
blefled with,ifor the fupply of the neceffitics of life, and
fometimes in great plenty.

~ And in a particular manner, great and kind have beeh

the bounties of Heaven with which the'year patt hach

been brightened and biefled-in th e.plentiful harvelts both
f | forihér
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former and latter. In the general health of the land,
though {ome places have been forely and diftreflingly
vifited with the throat diftemper; * with whom we
would fympathize, and for whom we would conitantly
pour out a prayer-to the God of our lives and hopes, re-
membering thofe that are in bonds, as bound with them,
and they that fuffer afflition, as being ourfelves allo 1
the body ; and not knowing how foon it may be ouy
melancholly lot ; who have at this day fpecial realonto
take notice of the goodnefs of God to us, in the health
that we have been favoured withal in the year paft, in
which we have had fewer deaths in proportion than i
any onc year fincc my fettlement.  We Xmuld alfo take
a thankful notice that we yer enjoy peace, notwithftand-
ing the threatnine profpects of war betwixt Enoland and
Sparn; wirchif there thould be, we muft expect nor
only to hear of the confufed noife of war, and garments
rolled 1 blood, but alfo to tafte, and it may be drink
deep, of chat bitter cup. |

Thus I have given vou fome fhort account of our
Foundation, Rife and Growth, with fome remarkables
of divine Providence, worthy to be taken notice of,
in fuch a relation.

I come now in the fecond place as was pmpnﬁ:d.

2. Briefly to hint what influence thefe things {houid
have upon us

And in the firft place,

1. Qur increafes and enlargements, with the cantinu-
ance of our invaluable privileges, fhould excite uvsto
give God the glory of his infinite wifdom, almughty
power, and incxhauftible goodnels.

An infinite fulnefs hereof there is in the ever blefled
God ; and very wonderful and cven aftonifhing have
been the difplays thereof, in the foundation, rife and
growth of thefe colonies and churches, and of this place
1n particular, which a little above an hundred ycars ago,
was a howling wildernefs, the regions of death, and te

habitations

* Malden, dudsver, &c.
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habitations of Ignorance, idolatry, barbarifm, and in-
bumanity ; but now a land of hght, and a valley of
vifien, wherein the true God is feared and worfhiped,
with as much light, affection, zeal, and purity, as upon
any fpot of carth through the known world. O that
aen wonld praife the Lovd for bis gooducfs, and for bis
wonderfal works to the childrein of men.

2. The {pirit, life, zeal and power of godlinefs, which
was the glory of our forefathers, minifters occafion of
humiliation to us, their degenerate offspring.

Where is that holinefs and love, that purity and faith,
which the firlt planters of thefe New Eng Luh fettlements
were eminent for? Our fathers where are they? And
the prophets do they live forever 2 Verily, we are rifen
up in the room of our fathers, a generation which do not
know, love, fear and obey the blefled God, with that
fervency :md Iife, and {trictnefs as they did. Weare
fallen from their firft love, and we do not do the firit
works. May not the lamentation over, and the ex-
poftulazion with God’s people of old, which we have
recorded, Fer. 11, 2. and on, be juftly improved with
refpect to us, 1n the prefent day of our declenfions
(r-r aud crvoan 1he ears of Frrufalem, fayiig, Thus fuith
o Lovd, I vemember thee, the kindnefs of thy youth, the
iwz¢ of thine ¢fponfais, wheir thou wenteft after ne in the
wiltdernfs, i aland that was wt frwn. Ivarl was bo'i-
ncfs 1o the Lord, and the firft fruits of bis tucreafe : All
that devour bim fhall effend, evil fhall come upon thein,
Juith the Lovd.——Hcar the word of the Lord, O houfe
of Jaceh, and all the familics of the boufe of Ifrael. Thus
Sartly the Lovd, 1 hat fﬁiqﬂf{v have vour fathers found in
ey that they are gone fav from me, and have walked
affei vanity, and are become vain ? Netther faid they

here 15 the Lovd, that &mwgbt us up out of the land of
Lgvpt, that led us through the wildernefs, throngh a land of
acjcrts and of piits, fhmzob a land of droug /o! aiid of
the fhadsw of death, through a land that wy man paffed
throuch, aud where no man dwelt 2 And 1 b suhi you
uto a plentifil conntry, to cat the fruit thercof, “and 1he

goadiiefs
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goodnefs thereof.  But <ohen ye entered, ye defiled my laud,
and made min: bevitage «an abomination ; (for are there
not among us, cven among us, wicked ways and prac-
tices to be found ?) 1he "Pricfls Jaid not, twheve is il
Lord & and they that "bandle the luw, knew me nol ; the
Laflovs alfo tranfgicfled againfl-me ; and the Proplets pro
phefied by Baal, and walked aftey things thai donot projit;
wheicfore Twill vel plead with you, [z ith the Leovd, and
with your children’s children will 1 plead. Q) that we
were more fincerely fenfible of our declenfions, and
humble for our qpnﬂfwlt:s', and penitent for ~our back-
flidings 5 that we might reform cvery thins that s
amifs, Jand return to him fren whom we have revelted,
that mlqmt}’ may Dot prove our ruin. Apd from e
exampies of owr prous Jathers, mav we be guickened t
2 laudable ambition and emulation, that the -things
which are virtyous and prafe- umthy and of ﬁood
report, may be our adorning, as tiey were their’s,

Suffer me (my brethren) to put you in mind of the
refrard which they fhewed to neceflary and ufeful tearn-
ing; from a valie to which, in the d'u of thelr weak-
ntIs, burthens and impoverithments, they lud the foun-
dation of that Sew/inery,t which has been fuch a great
bleiiing to the land and the churches.  And let this
fhame us out of our regardleflnefs to that which i
better than money and farms.

Is not the difefteem of learning too evident 1 a pre-
vailing temper (wu it not for the law of the Province)
to be w lml]” without a Grammar School 2 Don’t we {ec
too much of this, in the neglirence of parents and
nafters in fending their thldlm, and thofe under their
care and charge to {chool, when we have one.

My Brcthrcn, what will the next, or fucceeding grene-
rations e, in oour country Towns, unlefs a love to, @
value for, and efteem of learning, revive 2 Muft we not

{end

* Here are two or three parasvaphs added, which were not
delivered when the Sermon was preached.

boooptember 160306, ‘th Goneral Comrt vuted 400 ¢ -=ards build:

, { I v.l l ¥ r o
e thy Col LDC at Cambride:
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fendabroad for men to do our publick bufinefs for us ?
[ think 1t is beyond all dllputc a rare thing to find
among us, men of a common character, that can ufe
their pens as many, many of our, Iathcls could.

I intreat you to bear with my plainefs and frecdom
of fpeech 5, and fuffer.me to add; O let us endeavour to
recover that {pirit of family government and authority
which our Fathers had ; They ruled. their. houfes well,

and had thetr; houtliolds . good:{ubjection ; children
'md fervants Knew their places, and kept their diftances :

Jut how is it now ? Verily 1n family government is the
foundation laid tor good order, peace, and:a regular
conduct, in Church and State. O let us command
aur children. and houfholds, that they fear God and
henour the King 5 that they reverence their fuperiours,
and behave with all fuitable decorum towards every
are.  And L hop(_, without offence, T may {ubjotn, for
| have no particular, references, how much it is to be
wifhed, that our School-Mafters would fhew all good
f.delity in that betruftment, and let their hittle nurferies
be the {chools neither of Tyrannus nor of Gallio, but
that they ufe their beft endeavours to inftill good know-
Loedire, virtue and religion. into the minds and hearts of
chillren, that they may give a good account of thelr
fiewardthip.

And Olet us every one in our refpedlive {pheresand
characters, endeavour to fhine in the gilis and graces
with which our torefathers were endowed and brightned.

And as T have taken up the Mantles, fo, O that thro’
grace, I mught mberit a double portion ef that excel-
fent fpmt which refted upon my afceaded Fathers,
who miniftred at the Lord's alter in this place. 1 do
not pwtf_nd to have attained, but I defire to follow on ;
Lord quicken my pace, and encre-fe the fruits of thy
foiric in my weak and feeble effays, for the olory of thy
name, and the good of precious fouls; and O that we
might be fo has pov as to be the crowns of each other’s
10y 1n the day of Chrift's appearing.

And
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And (my dear Charge) I befeech you to imitate the,
zeal, the love, the faith, the purity, the holinefs, the
charity and liberality of your pious anceftors; and let
this day, or this feafon of this year, witnefs for you,
that you are followers, as well as delcendants from
them, who througli faith and patience are inheriting
the promifes, 1n your liberal communications to thof
that {tand 1n need; fuch you have with you, and you
witl always have with vou ; do not forget them. The
bleffcd God hath given bountifully into your hands thi
year, and they that rcap bountifully fhould fow bounti-
fully,and that 1s thc way for another good crop, and
a further plentiful harveft,  Of this, fome of you arc
not unmindful : God’s poor, and his unwor thy {ervant
fpeaking, muft commend your acts of kindnefs.  'The
Lord reward your bounty in the gifis of his provi-
dence, and 1n the fruits of his grace, to you and to
your children forever,

3. From what we have heard, let us be excited to
rejoice in the goodnefls of God, and to make the | joy of
the Lord our ftrength; and let us raife thefe notes of
triumph, Plalm 10¢, beginning, O give thanks unto the
Lovd, call npon bis name, make knowi bis deeds among 1h:
people ; fing wnto bim, fing Ffalins unto bim, lalk of all
bis wondrons works ; gfai v ye wir his Dely name ; It
the beart of them regoice that feek the Lord. See alls
Plalm 106, beginning, Praife ye the Lovd, O give thanks
unto the Lord, for be is good, for bismercy endurctl for
ever.  Who can utter the mighty aéls of the Lovd 2 1 b
can fhew forth all bis praife 2 Bleffed ave th y that keep
gudement, and be that doth righteonfucfs at all {iincs.
Remember ey, O Lovd, with the favour that ihon bearcfi
2i1l0 1Dy pmp!e » O aifit me with thy falvaiion, that |
may ft’f’ 1he gaod of thy chofen, that 1 may rejoice in the
gladn s of thy natson, that I'may gisrv cuith thine inberi-

jance. And in the 1o7th Pfalm, bcgmnmg, O give thanks
unto the Levd, for be 1 is good, for Liis mercy f!’di’htlbfi?f—-
ever ; et the vedcemed of the Lord [ay fo, wwhorr be hatl
redeemed froim the beird of the cicmvy wind gaibered e oif

of
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of the Jands, ﬁ”om the eaff and from ihe e, from 1he

north and from toe fouth.  They wandred in the wilders
i, 1 G /b!:m: v oway, they f und wo ciiv to dwell in,
puigrv and thivfly, their foul fazfzmi i them ¢ then they
cried 10 the Lord in their trouble, and be deli uffr'ﬂi thein
out of their diftrefes, and be led tb m forth by the ri *bz‘
v, that they might go to a city of habitation. O it
mesn would praife the Lord for bis gooduefs and ‘for bis

cooiderfil works to the childven of nen.

4. What we have heard fhould encourage us totruft in
God, to hope 1n his mercy, and to pray for his fpecial
prefence, and peculiar bleflings, particularly the out-
pourings of his fpirit.

The ever blefled God hath done great and good things
for us, and he is the only 1dequat(, object of our truft
and hope ; and he that has done can ftill do: To him
therefore let us, with humility, and in faith, with fer-
vency, commit our caule, who 1s God performing all
things for us ; and in a particular manner, lfetus cry
mightily, that the {pirit may be poured dowu from on
high upon us, that the hearts of the fathers may be turn-
ed to the children, and the difobedient to the wildom of
the juft, that we may become a holy people ; that God
would pardon our iniquirtes, heal our ba.k{lidings, re-
cetve us gracioufly and love us freely, and make us a
peculiar people to himfelf, zealous of good works.

| From what we have heard, let us be quickened to
| Idb and m'wmfy the glo'lous God {or the former and
lacer mamifeftations of his goodnefs and grace, bounty

and kindnefs.

We fhould abunda ntly utter the memory of God's
great goodnefs, and fing of his loving kindnefs. We
mould mention the lovnw kindrels of the Lord, and
the praifes of the Lord, acrozdmo to all that the Lord
hath beftowed on us: and his oreat goodnefs toward
the houfe of his New Englith lfmd which e hath
beﬂowed on them aLCOIdIHU to his mere.es, and accord-
g to the multitude of his loving kindnet=s,

K ﬁv.‘-

Ll [ ] ""I'-
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But in a word,

6. The great goodnels of God towards our Fathers
and towards us fhould animate us to ufe our utniof
endeavours, that our ‘children may be {uitably aifected
with thefe things. But this brings me

3. To confider the third and laft reafon given in our
text, to urge the people’s duty upon them 1n attending
1o thc mﬁruntmm, and admonitions that werce to be
given to them in God’sname, viz. That they were things
in which pofterity was concerncu.

Verfe 4th and on of our text, He w1 iot bide them
fmm ther (‘bi/d’}‘fﬂ,‘/ZJ;*TE‘E‘J{E jo the gﬂ‘:ff;‘;?l?w in com?, the
praifes of the ford, and bis ffrengih, and bis wondevful
warks that be bath done ; for be eflablifhed a teflimony i
Facob, and appoint-d a lawe tn djrael, <ohich be cominanded
our [athers, that they fhould make them kiown 1o their
childyen, that the th[hff!ml 19 ¢oli7 f.»-*rf:rhf e, { e,
even the childven which fhould  be Zuuz who  fhonld

arife and declave them to theiv childrci, that they might Jot
thriy bope in God, and not foreel {hewworks ﬁf(rod but Reep
his coniin. zfszuzmh, and not be as their Fathei s, Jibbora
and rebellions genevation, a geaevation 1hat jet uat theiy
pearts arichty aid whofe fpivit weas wof fiedfagl with God,

The things which the Prophet was about to difcourfe
of, as they were things weishey, and the monuments of
antiquity, {o they were to be tranfmitted to poficrity ;'
and it lics as a charge upon us, carefully to hand them
down, Becaufe our Fathers told them us, we will not
hide them fiom their children : Qur children are called
their’s, for they wgre n care for their {eed’s feed,
and looked upon them as their’s.  Andin teaching our
children the knowledge ot God, we repay to our parents
{ome of thatdebt we owe to them for teaching us.  Nay
it we have no children of our own, we muf’r declare
the things of God to their Chlldrm the children of
others; our care muft be for poﬂﬂm} in general, and
not only for our own pofterity.  And for the gencration

to

¥ Mr, Henry.
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+5 come hercafter, the children that fhall be born, as
well as the generation that 1s next rifing up, and the
cluldren that are born.  "That which we are to tranfme
t our children, 1s notonly the knowledge of l:mrruages
wts, and fcrencics, thetr lbc:t\ and property ; but el
pmuly the pmma of the Lord, and his ftrength appear-
e 1 the wonderful works that he hasdone.  Our great
care muft be to lodge our religion, that great depofitum,
pure and entire 1n the hands of thofe that {ucceed us.

Hence we may obferve this note of Doltrine, viz.

That we ouqht to do all that 1s in our power, to have
e fouls of our children imprefled with fu: table apple-
hontons of Gidd, his will and law, and their duty
chect which, the rchearfal of, and acquainting them
witn, God’s memorable plowdmml dif peniations,w e~

ther of anciender or later date, may have an agrecable
tendeney.,
Here let 1t be {aid,

. Ve fhould ufe our utmoft endeavonr, that ocuz
crddren mav be {uitably affected with toe lav of God,,
boos willy and their duty.

Heeflahlihod a toftimmy 10 Faceh, and appointed a law
b dpracd, ehich be comnazded our Faibors, thal {hey
_fwf fm(:, hem Rizea to their cbi'dreny vo 5. The law

(d was given to his people, with a particutar charge,
ti.::: it thould be taueht diligently to their children.

e cltablithed a teftimony or covenant,and eredted a
i Jacob and Irael 5 gave them precepts and pro-
mifes, which e commanded them to make Kkaown to.

rewr children, See Deut. viy 5. And ihoy falt teach
1D ;ff'/g'cr(*;g[ H 121119 ﬂn,r {},}f/ff}’é’}z, aid J/Zhl!lf falk Gf et
whei f;‘”}ff /zf!r/f i thine botfe, and <wheir then walkeft by
tho scavy aid wwbea thon licf down, a ﬂ’ when thow vifeft up.
See alfo verle 20, and on.  dud when thy fon afkcth thee
i?f Lime 10 roae, faving, 1V hat neans the teflimoiies, and

silatutes, and 1he Judeincnts wiveh the Lond onr God
h;rh conianded you ; zf.n i foail thoi joy wuato 1hy fou,

e <were Pharaek’s boadmen in Epvpt, and the Lovd
b ﬂii‘f?f
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Cronaiol us out of Egypt with a mighty band, and the Lord
i aved Jrans and wamz’m.f greal and fove upon Lgypt, upo
Pharaad, and upon all bis bonfhsld, before our cyes ; and he
brought us ond fram theneey that he might bring us in, ty
crve us the tand wor-h be [ware unlo oni fatheys.  znd
(he Lovd commanded us ta do all ihrfe jz‘cz/ nies, to fear ihe
Lovd oui God, for onr good alesavs, ihat be might projerce
s a'rve, as il is at 1his day ; and it SLall be our vip biesuf-
el if we obfrivve to do all thefe Commandments, before the
Lovs cui God, as be bath commanded us.

The Church of Gon, as the hiftorian farth of the Ro.
man Commonyealth, was not to be Aes unins wlatis, a
bufinels of eac age, but was to be kept vp, from one
oencration to annther.  And therefore, as God provided
tor a fucceflion of miniflers in the tribe of Levi, and the
houle of Aaron, (o he appointed that parents fhould train
Lo ther children 11 the kiowledge of his law ; and
waoeh ey are grown up, they muft arife and declare
them tothen « :aldren ; thar as one generation of God's
{fervants ard uorﬂﬁppe!s paileth away, another genera-
tioi, may come, and the church, as the earth, may abide
T'Jra:t cr. And tiiis Gob’s nante among men may  be as
thie days of Heaven. And then,

Lhe rehearfal of God’s memorable providential
hf) nfations to our children, and fuitably acquainting
hf‘ m therewithal, may have a happy tendency thus to
imurely the law of God upon them. His providences |
both of mercy and judgment.

It 15 requifite that God’s works fhould be made
Kknown to poflerity, together with his laws ; the fulfilling
of his promiles made to the obedient, and his threat-
nings denounced againf the difobedient @ Let thefe be
told to our children, and to our children’s children.

And hence they may take encouragement, to conform
them{clves to the will of God, that not forgetting the
works of God, wrought in former days, or later times,
they may fet their hope in God, and keep his command-
ments, may make his command their rule, and his co-

venant
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veniant their ftay.  And thole only may with confidence
hope for Gad's faivation, that muke conicience of dorg
bis commandmenis. The works of God, duly confidered,
will verv much firengthen our refolution, both to fet
our hupe in him, and to keep his commandments.

And then, hence may children take warning, not to
conform to thole examples of their fathers which have
ot been good, angd for which God hath vifited them
+i:h his {ore rebukes, that they might not be as their
fathers, a flubborn and rebellious generation.

1

When the charaCter of Fathers 15, that they are {tub-
harn and revellious, that thev walk contrary unto God,
who though they profefs relation to him, yet do not fet
thetr hearts aright ; are not cordial in their engagements
to God, nor inward with him 1n their worihip of him,
and therefore their {pivits are not ftedfaft with him, but
upon every occaflon flv from him: Children fhould
take warning not to follow their examples.

And verily thofe that are defcended from wicked and
uneadly anceftors, if they will but confider the word and
worrs of God, will {ce realon enough nat to tread 1n
thetr fteps : It will be no excufe for a vain converfation,
that 1t was received by tradition fiom our Fathers, for
what we know of them that was til,and the punithments
that they received therefor, thould be an admonition to
L5, that we dread that which was {o pernicious to them.

~Infine. Suchan acguaintance with the denlings of
Heaven, may have a tendency to fil our children with
an hoiv awe and reverence of the divine Muyjefty; wirh
2 cneerfal hope and confidence in him; with ecarneit
defires and a fteadv care to pleafe him, by obeying his
will; with awful fears of offending him, by any infiances
ot difobedience ; and in a word, this may infiru? and
Gaicken them to fear, love, {erve and worfhip that God
wino was their Fachers God, and is their Gad, and who
tney defire may be the God of their's after them.

Hence
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icnce by way o:f Application.

1. Welearn the duty of parents to inftruct theiy
childrenin the knowledge of God’s word and works ; of
his Jaw and providence.

We fhould teach them diligently to our childen:
We fhould talk of them when we fit in the houfe, whep
we walk by the way, when we lye down, and when we
rile up. We fhould acquaint our children with what
God hath done for his people, for his churches, for
our famihies, for ourfelves, and for them. What fenfc
they-fhould have o divine mercies, and how they fhould
refent the the tokens of divine difpleafure,  What
improvement they. fhould make of {uch things to ftir
them up to helinefs of life, and to dire¢t their hearts
1nto thelove of God,and a patient waiting for the mercy
of God, through our Lord Jefus Chrif, 7

2. Hence we learn the duty of children to hearken to
and receive inftructions; to regard God’s works aud
obey his will. And to lay up fuch things as a facred
depofitum to be tranfmitted down to their pofterity;
and to have their own hearts {uitably. imprefled, and
their lives influenced to an agreeable converfation by
the examples of God’s mercies and judgments. His
{fmiles upon rcligion and virtue, and his frowns upon
impiety and difhonefty. In a word,

3. Let what has been offered upon this fubjedt, have
this influence and effect upon us ; to quicken us to regard

the works of the Lord, and to confider the operation of
his hands in the methods of his providence towards us,
and towards our venerable and renowned Forefathers.®

— That

* For I am humbly of opinion, that the principles from which-
fprang their remove into thefe uncuitivated regions ; the views
and aims, they had therein, the perils and fatigues they unders
went and endured, and the magnanimity, patience, and - f¢if-
denial with which they bore the fame : And his fake, the honour
and glory, for whom they {uffered all, juftly entitle them to. the
regards of heroes, martyrs, confeffors, &¢. in our efteem, and
m the annals of tuge. |
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- Thdt our hope may beé fet in God, and that we may,
not forget his “works, but keep his ‘commandments.
Let the thought of their being weighty things, ancient
things, and things in which pofterity is concerned,
prove a motive tous hereunto. |

But it 1s time to draw to a clofe. - ‘Wherefore upon
the whole, and to conclude : So copious is our prefent
theme, and fo many incidental articles which require
our notice, and fo narrow the limits of time,to mention
them all ; that renders it exceeding diflicult to keep
proper meafures, and to preferve a natural, a clear and
unconfufed method. And bow defe&tive foever the
prefent Difcourfe hath been in thefe refpects; yet let
us endeavour to an{wer the grand defign and intention
of it, which is the noble and excellent end of preach-
g, V1Z. 1o profit,

\ .
Wherefore I thall conclude with a few briefs hints
of exhortation. '

i. Upon fuch a reflection as we have now made, let
us be filled with humble and holy admiration.

Lord! What is man that thou art thus mindful of
him, and the children of men that thou fhouldeft thiis
viflt them ? Who are we, and what are our houtcs, that
thou haft brought us hitherto 2 Agaln,

2. Let us utter the memory of God’s great goodnefs,
and of his wonderful works, with fincere views that luis
name may be thereby -glorificd.

Let us with our whole fouls, blefs God for preferving
our Fathers from the perils of the fea, in crotling the
great ocean to fettle themfelves in this land.  And for
protecting them from the dangers that they were in
from the favage inhabitants upon their arrival: For
his cafting out the heathen from before them, and giv-
ing them this good land for an inheritance : lfor finil-
g upon them, and profpering them in their fettle-

- ments &
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ments : For his propitious aids, direction and inﬂuence
in their civil and religious interefts : For continuing to
Us 0:ir precious prmleges to this day. And that now
thmugh the indulgence of Heaven, weenjoy a wife and
gracious Prince upon the throne, for whom we pray
that his life may be long and his reign profperous:

And in the increafe of the royal family in the birth
of his highnefs Prince Geore,* and that we have the
hopeful profpects of a fucceffion in the proteftant line
in the illuftrious houfe of Hanover, to the end of time,
And that we in this land are favoured with good Rulers,
and from among ourfelves, fuch as are accepted of the
multitude of their brethern feeking the wealth of their
people, and fpeaking peace to all their feed ; for whom
we give thanks, and pray that under their wife and juft

adminiftration, we may lead lives in all godlinefs and
honefty. In a word,

We fhould blefs God for the bountics and benlgm-
ties of the year paft in particular, and be above evéry
thing {olicitous what we fhall render for the benefits

done unto us. Blofs the Lord, O our fouls, and all that
is within us, blefs bis boly name.

. Let us fear and reverence that great and dreadful
Name, The Lorp our Gon.

His works of wonder, of power; of wifdom, of good-
nefs and faithfulnefs, fthould have fuch an influence
upon us.  Agan,

4. Let us not dare to go on 1n a courfe of rebelllon |

acramﬁ God.

It will be the vileft ingratitude, if we do ; and e
may juftly exped, if we do, that the profuﬁon of good-
nefs which we have CXpEI‘lCHCﬁd will be concluded;
and the treafures of wrath will be opened, to vindicate
the honour of incenfed juitice, and of abulfed love and

patlencc.

oy

% His Highnels Prince George, born May 24, 1738,
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gatience. But let us rememler from whence <~ have
Fallen, and vepent and do the firft works, that God may
oo on to own us for his people®

«« Let us be folicitous to do all we can to fecute the
continuance of the gracious prefence of God among us.
To this end, let us be concerned to get every provok-
ing evil reformed : Let us be inquifitive into the candes
of the prefent decay of piety, and unfuccefsfulnefs of
the gofpel ; labour to repair all our defects, rectify
all our mi{managements, and retrieve our charadiers:
Let us unite all our endeavours, cares and prayers, for
the recovery of languifhing religion, for the building
up Chrift’s kingdom, and carrying on the work of the
Lord, that we may fee the return of good days. ‘That
is the call of Chrift to his people here, Rev., 11t *2, 3. Be
walchful, and firengthen the thivgs which remarn that ave
veady 1o die, for I bave not found thy tworks pevfel? before
God, remembey thevefore bow thoy baft received, and heard,
and hold faft, and repent. And as in verfe 11, Behold 1
come quickly, bold ‘that faff which thou hafi, that 1o mar
take thy crowon.  He that hath an ear; let him hear,
what the {pirit faith unto the Churches;

« Let us often recolle® the errand of our forefathers
into this land, and purfue that great intereft, which
brought them hither, when it was a land not fown, an
inhofpitable wildernefs, where (as they were wont to
fay) they efteemed . brown bread and the gofpel good
fare. Let us be mindful of the holy covenant, wherein
they have-bound us to be the Lord’s ; and teach it our
children; who fhall tell it to the gencration to come,
that they alfo may fet their hope in the Lord. And
that our little ones may know the covenant care and
faithfulnefs of the God of Ifrael, under whofe wings
their forefathers came hither to divell in fafety. Ler
us attend to the words of David’s dying charge to the
tulers and people of Ifrael, 1 Chron; xxviii, 8. Now

G theyefore

" The two foilowing paragrapils are added fince the Sermon tras
preachied, from the Rev, Mr. Foxeroft’s Century Sermon, p. 44, 455
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inevsfore inthe fight cfal’ Ifvacl the congregation of the Lord,
aid in the cudience of our Ged, kesp and feck foir all the
cominandinents of the Lord your God ; ibal ye may poffofs
tots good laand, and leave it for am iuberilance for youy
chilidren aficr you for ever.”

Further,

5. Let us charge our children and houtholds to keep
the right ways of the Lord, to do judgment and juftice,
and let us et them an example of it in our own holy,
humble, thankful and obedient lives ; that in {o doing
we may Inherit the bleflings, and avoid the threatnings
recorded, Haiah 1. 19, 20. If ye be willing and obedient,

ye fLall eat the good of the land. DBut if ye vefuf: and rebel,
ye fball be devoured with the fword (of divine juftice)
For the mouth of the Lord bath [poken it.

i

In a word. Let this day and the facrifices of i,
come up for a memorial before God, of our holy joy i
him, of our hearty love, and humble gratitude, and
of our fteady and fixed refolutions, by the help of his
grace, to walk worthy of the Lord unto all well pleafing.
And when we have eaten and are full, let us blefs God
for the go.d land which he hath given to us; and be
careful that whether we eat or drink, or whatever we
do, that we may do all to the glory of Ged.

To God, only wife, bountif:l, and gracious, be all
honour and glory, for ever and ever, Amen.

Ko e K el S e
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AN APPENDIZX

ET is thought proper, not fo much for the gratification of the
curious, ac for the quickaing of the ferious, and admonition of the
unthonghtful, that the Covenant of Affociation, which the firfk
ferlers of this town entered into mn their infant ftate; and upon
the figning of which they admitted others to incorporate with them,
thould be publithed, by way of Appendix.

And allo the folemn Covenant of God, which our Fathers
entered mnto when they gave themfelves up to the glorious Jefus,
i0 be his people in Church Communion,  Here follows,

I. The Sociery Covenant in thefe terms, viz.

1. We whofe names are hereunto fublcribed, do in the fear
and reverence of our Almighty Cod, mutually and feverally pro-
mile among(t-ourfelves and cach to other, t profels and pradtice
one faith, according to that moit perfelt rule, the foundation
whereof 15 everlafting love.

2, That we fhall by all means labour to keep off {rom us, all
fuch as are contrary minded ; and receive only fuch unto us, as be
fuch, as may be probably of one heart with us; as that we either
know, or may well and truly be informed to walk in a peaceable
converfation with all meeknels or {yirnit, for the edification of each
other 1n the knowledge and faith of tiie Lord Jefus ; and the mutual
encouragement unto all temporal comforts mall thmes; fecking
the good of each other, out of uil which may be devived true peace.

3. That if at any time difference fhall arife between parties of
our faid town, that then {uch party and parties, thall prefendy refer
all fuch difference unto fonie ong, twvo, or three others of cur faid
lociety, to be fully accorded and determined, without any further
delay, if it poflibly may be.

4 That every man that now, or any time herzafter, fhall have
lots in our faid tow:, thall pay his fhare in all fuch rates of moncy
and charges as fhall be impofed upon him rateably in profortion
with otlier men, as alfo become frecly fubjedt wunto all fach crders
and confiitutions, as fhall bz neceffarily, had or made, now or
at any time hereafter from this day forward, as well for loving and
comiortable fociety in ourfaid town, as alio for the profpcrous and
thriving condition of our faid fellowlhip, efpeciaily refpeéing the
fear of God, in which we defire to begin and continue, whatfoever
we {hall by his loving favour rake in hand. |
- 5. And for the better manifzitation of our trie refolutinn herem,
every man fo received, to fubferibe herewnto his name, thereby oblig-
ing both himfelf, and his fuccelfors after him forever as we have dons.

This Covenant is {ubfcribed by 1286.
This Aflociation Compad, pluinly ihows, that the truth and cvtys
of God, mutual affiflance and brotherly love were things much regardexd
" bﬁy the firlt fettlers of this town ; and fure I am, that they are wor-
WAy 'of the notice of their pofterity, Now
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' Now {follews
IT. The Caurca Covruant, 1n thefe torms, vir.

“ We who.e names are fubferibed, baving {found by woful expe.
rience, the unitedialine’s of cur hearts with God, and pronenefs te
go airay from his ways {for which we defire to abafe and humble
owr:elves in his pretence) and defiring to be jeined forever to the
Lord, and to cleave together in {pinttual love and communion, ac-
cording to nis holy infhitutions, that we might enjey in his name
fuch hely helps as the Lord Jefus in wifdem and cempafiion hath
crdziuad in his Gofpel for his people, thereby to let out himfelf un.
to them,. and to bitld them up in faith and holinefs, till he have
preparad them for everlafting communion with himfelf.

- We do therefore, in the name and prefence of God, and of ouy
Lord Jefus Chridl, and befora his people here affembled, folemnly
ecicr info covenant with the Lord our God, profefling and acknow-
ledxing the Lord Jefus, our bleifed Redeemer, to be the only prieft,
prophe:, and king of Lis church, and (through the help of his grace)
Iis only merit we rel! upon for our pardon and peace with the
¥a'her, his cnly teaching and righteous government, with all the
bleded ordinances of his kingdom ; we do embrace and fubmit
unto tn all things, as the enly rule of our lives ; rerouncing all our
ovn ngnzeouinefs, with all the doétrines, devices, and command-
ments of men, not agreeing with his holy word ; efpecially all the
fuper.htidus and tyrannous commands of Antichrift, and his adhe.
venis, viercin we haven any kind been entangled ; profelling and
promifing (through the help of his rich and free grace) henceforth
nior t0 live unto curselves, but unto the Lord Jetus, who hath bought
us with Lis blood, avoiding carefully all fuch things as be offenfive
to his majelty, and difhoncurable to our profeflion of his name,
with all fuch dangerous temptations as cur {inful hearts are wont
to be drawn aiide withal, in ipecial, the inordinate cares of, and en.
tanglemenss in, the affairs of this life: Promi‘ing and profefing,
alin, throu:gh the help of the Lord, to live together in this our holy
feliowlkip, according to the rule of love, in all holy watchfulnels
over eacit other, and faithful mutual helpfulnefs in the ways of God,
for <2 pirtual and temporal comfort and good of one another in
the Lord ; and all to the fetting forth of the praife of his rich grace
in Chril, who hath called us, in his abundant mercy, to this holy
tellowlhip with his Majeity, and onc with another,” |
Nov. 8. 1628 -

N.B. Inthe uime of the Rev. Mr. Adams, upon the 23d day of
Mav 1633, the church folemnly renewed their covenant, and in the
dcing erit, they made fome very neceffary and weighty additions te
the former. :

The Renewal of Covenant 1s thus prefaced.

“ We who through the exceeding riches of the grace and patience
of G~d, do vet continue members of this church, being now affem.
bied in the holy prefence, and in the name of the Lord Jefus Chrifl,
after humble confeffion of our manifold breaches of covenant betf;-‘*ré‘ |

, the- -
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the Lord our God, and earneit fupplication for pardoning mercy,
rhrough the blood of Chrift, and due acknowledgement of our great
unworchine(s to be owned as the Lord’s covenant people, allo ac-
knowledging our nabiiity to keep covenant with God, or to perform
any {piritual duty, unlefs the Lord Jefus do enable us thereunto, by
his Spirit dwelling in us, And being awfully {enfible that it is a
dreadful thing for finful duft and afhes perfonaily to tranfaét with
the infinitely glorious Majelty of heaven and carth : We do in hum-
lie confidene of his gracious atliftance and acceptance thro’ Chrift,
cach one of us, for ourlelves and jointly as a church of the living
Gud, explicitly renew our covenant with God, and one with another,
in manner and form following.”

~ Then follows the Form of Covenant beforewritten s to which 19

~ added the following paragraphs, viz.

“ And whereas there are many evils that are grown too coms
mon in this land ; {o far as we or any of us have been guilty of any
of them, we defire from our hearts to bewail it before the Lord,
and humbly to entreat for pardoning mercy, for the fake of the
blood of the everlafting covenant. And as an expedient unto reform-
ation, of whatever evils have provoked the eyes of God’s glory
among us, we do {ubjoin unto our Church Covenant, a further
engagement, whereby we do in the prelence of God promife”——

«« That we will (by the help of Chrift) endeavour every one of us
to reform his own heart and life, by fecking to mortify all our fins,
and endeavouring to walk clofely with God, to uphold the power of
godlinefs, to keep holy the Lord’s day, and reverently and carcfuily
to attend upon the difpenfation of the word and ordinances of Churift,
and all parts of his worfhip (whether publick or private) according
as in the wor 1 of God it 1s required of us to do.”

“ \We promife alfo (by the help of Chriit) to walk before God in
our houles w.th an upright heart, taking care that God be cin-
{tantly called upon by prayer, and that the fcriptures be frequently
read in them, and that we will endeavour to perform all duties
required of us towards our children, for their {piritual good, both
by our example, inftruction, and government, and prayers for them.

“ We do further engage (the Lord helping of us) to cndeavour
that we may be pure from the fins of the times, fuch asneglect
or profanation of the worlhip and inftitutions of Chrnift, Sabbath-
brezking, vain and finful company-keeping, mifpending of time,
exceflive drinking, wanton and loofe hehaviour, failing in truth,
uncharitable and unrighteous cenfuring, finful tale-bearing, corrupt
communication, pride, coveteoufnefs, and the like; and in our
places to endeavour the fuppreflion of them. And that we will
make confcience to walk {o, as that we may not give occafion to
others to fin, or to fpeak evil of our holy profeflion,

“ Now that we_may obferve and keep this facred covenant,
and all the branches of it inviolable for ever, we defire to deny
gurlelves, and te depend wholly upon the eternal Spirit of Grace

and’ .
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and upon the free mercy of Ged, and the ment of Jefus Chnift,
and when we thall fail, there to wait upon the Lord Jeius for pardon
acd for acceptance, and for healing, for his name fuke.”

Ir1s odded, .

“ This Form of Covenant being made openly in the congregas
ticn aifter fermen and pravers in the forenoon, the brethren of the
church tefiined their confent thereto by hiting up the hands, and
ice fiders by arfing up from their feats.”

And now (my deariy beloved brethren) Let ws semember il
vors of God #hat are upse s » Liet us oiten read over, and feriouily
red={t upon our covenant engagements : Let us humbly lament
Larore Ged all that breach of covenant, which we are chargeable
wicial, and ery mirhuly for pardening merey throngh the blood.of
the everlaiing covenant, And that the holy God would not avenge
vpon us the quarrel of his broken covenant. And, O that for the
time to come we might have a more conitant and f{teady regard to
our covenant engacements, and walk worthy of the Lord unto all
well pleafing,  Unio which let this covenant {now in our hands, and
Othat it was written on our hearts) be a conflantand continual Monitor,

Let not the Lord our Ged abhor us to defiroy us, but remember
the covenant of our anceftors. Having entered into a covenant to
feek the Lord God of our fathers, with all our heart, and with all
our foul ; let us in the moft folemn manner renew the bonds
with which we have bound our fouls, and like the men of Judah,
rejoice at the oath: Having fivorn with all cur heart, let us
feek God with our whole defire.

And let vs be carcful to bring our children under the wing of
the covenant, and the bonds of the covenant, that we may plead
covenant mercy for them,and have acovenant hope for our offspring.

And for our encouragement, let us remember, that af ¢

_pa!ﬁ: of the Lord are nercy and truth unio fm:lr as I*rff!r his covenant,and
bis teflimonies—The mercy of the Lord is from everlafling to everlafling,
upon them that fear bim, and bis rightecufucfs unto childrens children : t
Juch as keep bis covenant, and to thofe that remember his commandments
do do th:m.
Yz that fear the Lord, truf} in the Lord ; ke is their help and ther
JEield,  The Lord hoth been mindful of us, ke will blefs us, he will blefe
the boufe of Ifracl, he avill Blefs the houfe of Aaron, ke will blefs them
that fear the Lord, bath fmall and great—The Lord fball increafe yo
more and more, you ard your children——You are the beffed of the Lord
that made beaven and ecartly 3 the Heaveny even the Heawvens are the Lord’s
ut the earth bath he given to the children of men.

We will Vefs the Lord, from this time forth and for ever meres -
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SUPPLEMENT. 49
Dedbam, May 2, 1796.

A

_E O the foregoing Cextury Serarow, the following SurrreMrsT
is added, at the defire of 2 number of perfons, It contains an ac<
coun: of the fettlement of the Rev. Mr. Dexter, in the minifiry, and
of fome tranfadtions and events, efpecially of fuch as took place, be-

tween his preaching {aid Sermon, and the ordmation of the prefent
Paltor.

Tue late Rev. Samuel Dexter was ordained on the 6th May, 1724.
Thz Paftors of the churches, in the ordaming council were the

Rev. Meifrs. Peter Thacher of Milton,
John Danforth of Dorchefter.
Nehemiah Walter of Roxbury.
Ebenezer Thayer of Roxbury.
Jofeph Baxter of Medfield.
John Cotton of Newton.
Joleph Emerfon of Malden.
Jonathan Townfend of Needham.

Tur ordination fermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. Baxter,
of Medfield. Mr. Dexter was much refpe@ed, not only by the
people of his charge, but by his fathers and brethren in the mini-
ftry, and by the neighbouring focicties, to whom his occafional
fervices were very acceptable, '

A rew of his people, indeed, in the former part of his miniftey,
appeared fomewhat reftlefs and uneafy, and complained cf griev-
ances. But it doth not appear to have been very clearly alcer-
tained, what thofe grievances were. His mind was pacifick and
benevolent, but eafily, and very painfully, affe@ed with oppofitions
and troubles. His troubles of this kind nearly terminated, when
a church was gathered in that part of the town called Clap-
board-Trees, as that fociety contained nearly all the male-contents.

Peacc and harmony generally prevailed, in the firlt church and
fociety afterwards.

ArTER preaching the century fermon, Mr. Dexter continued in
the paftoral office, performing the dutics of it, much to the fatis-
faction of his people, by whom he was greatly beloved and eftcemed,

till the 29th of Januvary, 1755, when, after a fhort ficknefs, he was
removed by death, in the g5th year of his age, and the 31t of bis

muuitry, The fociety exprefled their regard to his memory, and
to the family he left, by voluntarily defraying the expences of a de-
cent and honourable funeral. His confort furvived lim, and is
ftill living in the gath year of her age, injoying a good meafure of
bodily health, and the clear and calm exerciie of her mental powers.
He left fix children, four of whom are flill living,

Tuere were four Deacons in the church of which Mr. Dexter
¥as paftor, when he preached the century fermon, viz. Joln Met-
calf, and Jofeph Wight, who were chofen to that office, October 30,
1727 5 and Eyhra;m Willfon, and Richard Everett, chofen to office,

November
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November 5th 1735. Deacon Everett died, January 2-th I7¢6,
and Deacon Metcalf, Odober Gth 1 749. The two other deaccns
gentinued to cfficiate till after Mr. Dexter’s death. Nathante
ngfburv was chofen to the office of deacon, Auguft 29th 1745,
{oon afier the death of deacon Everett.

Druring the abovementioned period 112 perfons were received
into he church, who had not been members of any churcl: before,
Twelve perrons were admitted npon a difmiffion and recommenda.
tion from other churches. Twenty-cne perfons were ditmifled to
other churches, belides a confiderable number who transferred their
relation to the twd newly incorporated churches in the 2d and 34
precin&s in Dedham. Owning the covenant, or recognmng the bap.
tiimal covenant, as it lmth becn called, was praciiled in a few, and
but few, inflances. Three hundred and ninety-ijhree clnldren were
baptized, and five adult perfons. i

Tur number of deaths, in {faid mmety, dunng the above term, as
nearly as can be collefted, frem remaining records, was about 192,
and the number of births about 435. The 2zcount of births and
deaths labours under a degree of unceftainty, and is not mentioned
G,S daccurae.

AsouT the years 1741 and 1742, a remarkable attention to 1t
l:glous concerns was excited, ameng the pecple of this fociety, as
there was in many other parts of the land.  Greater additions were
made to the charch than ufual, 16 perfons were admitted into it
December 15th 1741, and 23 on the 15th day of the next month
The 4th day of March 1742, was fet apart, by faid church and focie.
tv, as a day of {oleran faﬁmg and prayer, to feck the more plenti
ful effufions of the Holy Spirit, particularly on the rifing genera-
tion. And, on that day, the church folemnly renewed therr cove.
nant, with Gob, and one with another, 1n a fertous form of expref-
fions, which is entered at large in the church’s book of records.

It had been the cuftom, probably from the firlt mcorporation of
the church, for ail périons when admitted mto it, to exhibit what was
called, a relation of chriftian experiences, On the 7thday of March,
1742, the church voted not to infift on this as a term of communion,
bua to Ieave it to the choice of perfons to do it ornot, .

Arter the death of Mr, Dexter, the bereaved flock employed
feveral young gentiemen, as candidates. In the month of June,
{ollowing, the prefent paftor was invited to preach with them. In
September following, he received an invitation to fettle with them,
In the work of the mlmilry In the beginning of January follow-
ing he declared his acceptance of their call; and on the sth day of
the nest month, viz. February 1756, he was ordained to the pai’torﬂl
office. The period between the ‘death of his predecelfor and hls OF
dination was juft one year, and one week.

Nixe churches were invited, by their paftors and dclegates, o
afiift in the folemnity of faid ordination. They all attended, J’liq |
‘The firft church In C.'unbndge, the church in Needham,- the ﬁrPe iR
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fpadiway, the firlt in Stoughton, the fecond in Roxbury, the church
in Sherburn, the fecond and third m Dedham, and the church in
Framingham. All the paltors of thele churches, who attended on
the occafion juft mentioned, have, fome time ago, finithed their la- -
bours and their lives, and are gone, we hope, to recelve a gracious
reward. Our Fathers where are they? And the Prophets, do they
live for ever? They are not fuffered to continue by reafon of death.
We thould be thankful that the great Lord of the harveft lives, ten-
derly to care for the welfare of his churches, by raifing up and {fend-
ing 2 {ucceflfion of labourers into them. =

As Mr. Dexter; in his Century Sermon, mentioned the churches
and focieties which originated from that, of which he was paftor, it
may not be amifs; to relate a few events refpecting them, which
took place fiibfequent to the publicdtion of that fermon, and previ-
ous to the death of the author. =~ | ‘ _ ,

Tue Rev. Jofeph Baxter was then minifter in Medfield. He dicd
May 2d, 1745, in the 70th year of his-age, and 4gth of his miniftry,
The Rev. Jonathan Townfend was ordained his fucceffor, O&ober
23d, 1749. The Rev. Henry Meflinger paftor of the firlt church in
Wrentham, departed this life March 3oth, 1750, in the §5th year of
his age and 32d of his miniftry. The Rev. Jofeph Bean fucceeded
him in office, and was ordained, it December 1750.  'The Rev. Elias
Haven, paftor of the fecond church in Wrentham; died Augult 1oth
1754, in the 41ft year of his age, and 16th of his miniftry. The
Rev. Jonathan Townfend of Needham, furvived Mr. Dexter ; as
did alfo the Rev. Mefl’rs Phillips Payfon, of Walpolé, and Thomas
Balch, minifter of the fecond fociety in Dedham: 'The Rev. Jofiah
Dwight, paftor of the third fociety in Dedham, was ai#miffed from
office about the year 1741. And the Rev. Andrew Tyler was or-
daiied his fucceffor, in December 1743, who continued- in office,
till after the death of Mr. Dexter. L

A rourTH precinét was incorporated, in the weflerly part of the
town of Dedham, November 18th 1748 ; and commonly knowm by
the name of Spring field.. | 1 o

Tue Rev. Jonathan Mills, minifter i Bellingham, was difmiffed
from office, A.D. 1737. There hath bzen no congregational minittce
fince, in that town. The church of that denommation is extind.
There hath, for many years paft been a baptilt church there. The
Rev, Einathan Wight was 1t’s firlt paftor. After his death tha
Rev, Noah Alden was fet dpart to the work of the miniftry as his
fucceflor, who is {lill living, and in office, in that place.

N. B. Few tranfactions and events, in this Supplement, are brought
lower than the time of the ordination of the prefent minifter of
the firlk church and fociety in Dedham. In his fermon, preach-
ed February 7th 1796, tranfaétions and events, of a fimilar nature;
are recorded, and brought down to the time, in which faid ferpvex
tas preached, '
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