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A 8 you were pleafed to hear the following SERMON

awhen preacked wirk refpellful attention, and feweral of

you defired it might be printed, it is now dedicated to you,
awrth earneft prayer, that GO D «avill blefs whatever is

confonant to hir avill in it, to the edification of yousfelves,

your families, and ferwvants.

I am, my worthy Friends,
Your refpeltful, affelionate,

And humble jervant,
., ELLIS.
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Ifarab, chap. lviii. ver. 13 and 14.

If thow turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, Sfrom

doing thy pleafure on my holy day ; and call the
Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honour-
able; and fhalt honour him, not doing thine
own ways, nor finding thine own pleafure, nor
Jpeaking thine own words ;—then fhalt thou de-
light thyfelf in the Lord ; - and I will caufe thee
lo ride-upon the high places of the earth; and .

Seed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy Father:

Jor the mouth of the Lord hath [fboken it.

THE Prophet leems in this chapter to be
| roufed by a new portion of the Divine in-

fluence, to cenfure with the boldeft freedom and
the- keeneft feverity, that want of fincere and
zealous piety which was found in the houfe of
Jacob, notwithftanding the fhew of decency and
regularity which remained among them; and in
which they flattered themfélves, they bad done

enough to fecure the Divine favour ; tho’ clouds
B of
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of misfortune, the marks of God’s difpleafufe,
ftill furrounded them. -

In order to an.effetual reformation, he re-
proves their abufe, and reflifies their notion,
of thofe great inftruments of holinefs, Fafts and
Sabbaths : to the due ufe of which, he declares
him{elf authorized from tkhe mouth of the Lord,
to invite and encourage, by numerous promifcs
ol a molt copious and comfortable import.

How properly thefe two folemnities are claffed
together by the Prophet, might be eafily fhewn

by a comparative view, in which would it appear
that they concur in accomplithing the true

Ifraelites, the {ervants of God, in whom he will
delight, and upon whom he will thower down the
promifed bleffings. For as a day of fafling is
a folemn time for the eftablifhment of purpofes

and methods to expel whatever is vicious out of
the foul; fo is the Sabbath for increafing and
confirming habits of godlinefs and viriue 1n
it, As the one isa day for a man to affliét his
Joul, by cutting. off and deftroying * the thorn and

* Ch, lv. ver. 48. -
| the
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the briar, every mnoxious produttion of fin,
every odious temper of the natural man; {o is

the other a day for a man to delight himfelf in the
Lord, by planting, nurturing, and training ‘e
anyrtle and tlee fir-tree, every amiable and virtu-
ous affettion of the renewed mind, which tends
to make the {oul truly the garden of the Lord.
And by the due ufe of both, fhall * every plant
which our heavenly Father hath not planted, be
rooted 1@1’, and every thing be done to the f{oil
of the heart, which fhall make it that good ground,
wherein ¢he feed of eternal life will foring wp, and

bear fruit an hundred-fold T.

Some of my auditors may perhaps think,
that a difcourfe on the duty of the Sabbath, is

not very proper for aday of thankfgiving; and
that'the very mention of fafling 1s altogether fo-

reign to its purpofe. But if we confider the

peace lately concluded (tho’ a juft occafion of
thankfulnefs to the Divine fparing mercy, yet)

‘as no matter of triumph, but rather of mortifica-
tion ;—1t may be no ill ufe of this day’s folem-

* Matth. xv. 13. | + Matth. x1ii. 8.
B 2 nity,
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nity, ferioufly to turn our thoughts to the caufes
produ€live of fuch’a peace, and the means by
which the calamities of the late war mlght have
besen prevented.

Here I would not be underftood as intending
to diculs the conduét of our fuperiors who di-

retted the war, or of thole who negotiated the
peace. X do not mean to inﬁnuate in any de-
grec,, whether the peace is, or IS not, the beft
that political wifdom could procure for us. I
ihall have an eye to caulfes of another kind; and
iuppofe that 1t is a better pcace than we de-
ferved, and the beflt, that tke judgé of all the
carth, the fupreme difpoler of all events, would
permit us to make. |

- When'a nation has been vifited year after year,
with a fucceflion of difafters, terminating in a

peace which has ftripped it of much honour and
many territoriés, and fubJeEted it tO a grievous

(tho’ neceffary) burden of taxes; every lerious
man wﬂl conc’lude (like Davld mn a fomewha:

fimilar cafe *) i is for fome crymg {in, unre-

© % 2 Sam. xxiccy.

pented
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pented of and unforfaken. Upon the prefent
occafion however, we need not enquire of the

Lord, as David did, what the mof2 loudly crying
fin of this nation has of late years been; every

man’s obfervation, or. confcience, may at once
inform him,—it is---the profanation of the Saqb-
bath.

=

And would to de’ that this eur nation haci
confidered this fermon of the PrOphet as de-

livered to them as well as to the houfe of Jacob!
That they had read, marked, learned, and in-
wardly digefled it! (for it made a part of our

worfhip on every one of our'public fafts during
the late war) then fhould we have called, and the

Lord would have anfwered; then JShould we have
C?’J?&d for {uccefls in war, for an honourable and

permanent peace, for all the bleflings we wanted,
and ke would have faid, © Heve I am, ready o

“ hear, and grant all your petitions.’*

But I propofe to confider at prefent, only
the latter part of the Prophet’s fermon; 1n which

. * Ifaiah lviii. ver q.
he
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he fhews,---firft, how the Sabbath is to be duly

kept ;---and {econdly, what fhall be the reward
of thus keeping it.

The obfervance of the Sabbath, mufl ever
have been, and ever will be (among thofe to
whom a revelation has been vouchfated) one’ of
the great charaétteriftics which conftitute the dif-
ference between people of fome real religion,
“and people of no religion at all. Indeed  this:
Prophect 1n another place,® 'f_'e.ems to cbmpre-f
hend the whole. of our duty towards God and
towards our ncighbour, when he fays, Bleffed is
the man that docit this, and the fon of man that
layeth hold on it ; that keepelh the Sabbath Jfrom pol-
luting 1t, and kcepeth his hand from doing any
evz/. And tho’ the appointment of the Sabbath
wés pofitive, and by the revealed commanc! of
God, yet the ufe and defign of it 1s highly mo-
ral, tending to the perfe€ion of our fouls and

of their happinefs.

That the wife and good Creator of all things
might be remembered, adored, and be loved by

* Chap. Ivi. ver. 2.

all
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all his rational creatures upon carth, it was ne-
ceflary that there fhould be fixed returns of pro-

.

per’ feafons when this might be done. And
agrecable to the wifdom and goodnefs of the
Creator was the appointment of one day in feven
for this purpofe. He who Anew our frame, and
whereof we are made, knew that the foul would

grow brutifh and fenfual, if not frequently with-
drawn from the purfuits of its groflfer companion,
taught to recollett its athnity to God, and to
alpire after its own better portion in the enjoy-
ment of himfelf; and therefore calls it at certain

periods to {oar on the wings of Divine contem-
plation: yet remembring at the {fame time that
our bodies are dut dufl, he mildly allows the ra-
tional foul to contrive for the prefervation of

its helplefs partner; and confidering that ¢ie

corruptible body preffeth down the joul, he calls us
not too often nor too long, fo mufe on heavenly
things. Thus he preflerves the fire of the foul
from being extinguifhed by the earth of the body,
and the body from being confumed by the ar-

dour of the {oul.
Thele
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Thefe realons for the appoimntment of the Sab-
bath muft have exifted ever {ince the firft ex-
iftence of man; and therefore we may {uppofe
the obfervance of it began  at the fame time.

Accordingly Molfes tells us, that when the
Creator refled from his work on the 7th day,
ke blefled that day and fanétified it ;¥ . e. he fet

apart every return of it for his creatures to con-
template his works and adore their author.

. But C/iriftians have new and additional motives
to this duty of fanétifying the Sabbath. They
have nobler benefits to meditate upon than were
known to the world before ; they have a new as
'l'EEfH as an old Creation to cElebratc; not only
the formation, but the redemption of man to
rejoice In; not only a firft but alfo a fecond
birth-day to keep, when they were z?egoz,'ten again
to a 07y hope of smmortality by the refurrethion of

Cared from the dead. Tt

And thefe fuperior benefits, that they might

make a deeper impreflion on our minds, have

* Gen. 1. 3. + 1 Pet.1. 3.
occaflioned
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occafioned an alteration of the day on which the
Sabbath is to be kept. ~The Son of God, (by
whom God at firft made the worlds) when he
condefcended to become the Son of Man, thathe
might create us anew to good works, aflerted him-
{clf to be Lordof the Sabbatlh, and declared him-
{felf to be the Son of God with power by the refur-
reftion from the dead. He having therefore .
power to change the day, we may conclude that
his difciples upon his authority, and. not without
it, obferved the fir/2 inftead of the feventZ day
of the week, in commemoration of the glorious
" work which he had then finifhed upon earth.
(On which'account it feems likewife to have been

called zhe Lord s day.) And that they had bhis
fanttion for f{o doing, appears from his blefling
their aflembiies on this day with his prefence
feveral times after his refurreétion; and from
the accomplifhment of his great promife of the
miraculous- defcent of the Hb]y Ghoft, when

they were met together after his afcenfion, on
a molt remarkable return of the fame day, that

on which fell the feaft of Pentecoft, which as
C the
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the learned obferve was the day on which God
delivered the law from Mount Sinai ; and now
that alfo on which the gofpel was publifhed with
fuch glorious power as would {ecure its fucceﬁs_

1in the world.

Where two or -ithree are gathered tlogether
in " his name, there our Lord promifes ftill
to be with them. ‘The Sabbath therefore gives
Chriftians the beft opportunity of enjoying
this gracious and important promile o the end of
the world.

- Having premifed thefe general remarks upon
the Sabbath, I proceed to confider the particular

rules which the Prophet gives us for the due ob-

{fervance of it.

Firft, he Tays we rhuflt turn our foot from the
S#zbbath. Needlefs journeys, either for bufinefs
or pleafure, muft not be taken on the Sabbath.
They are confidered as trampling on the ordi-
nance of God; they thew an open contempt of
his name and authority ; in the moft dire& man-

ner
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ner they fruftrate the intention of the Sabbath.
For if the body be travelling from place to place,
thro’ a variety of {cenes or companies, how can
the foul be ferioully fixed in attention to God
and his worfhip ? ftillne{s and reft of the body are
neceflary, that the foul may not be interrupted®
in hearing the woice of Divine inftruftion. If
our feet {tand not in the houfe of Gad, how
can our bodzes be there prefented to him in that
fervice which 1s fo reafonably due to him ? when
the feet wander abroad in forbidden paths, the
thoughts, like the eyes of Solomon’s fool, will be
in the ends of the earth ; difperfed as far as poffi-
ble from the proper fubjett of the day. It has
been queftioned what was @ Sabbath-day’s jour-
ney amqng the Jews; but if we would know
what i1t fhould be among Chriftians, I apprehend,
it is that, and that only, whether long or fhort,
which cannot be fet afide without great incon-
venience.

* Proverbs xvii. 24.

C 2 But
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But if the.fbot muft be kept from the path of

bufinefs, much more from that of pleafure at
this {facred {feafon. Therefore the Prophet adds,

Jrom doing thy pleafure on my holy day. The foot
of lex;ity 1s {till more zmpudent than that of la-
‘bour. To letour fect run to the {cene of mirth
or gatety, when the Lord of the whole earilt com-
mands us to his folemn affembly, 1s, like the pro-
fane fons of Eli, to kick at the appointment of
God. And whether 1t be our own fecet, or the
fcet of others, of men or of beafts, that carry us
to our pleafure, the guilt 1s ftill the fame; or
réther, the more feet we employ to do our plea-
fure to the neglett of God’s pleafure, the more
aggravated 1s our abufe of God’s holy day. His
mercy had in view the comfort of fervants, and
even of brutes, 1n this inﬁitu‘tion ; -that thy fer.
vant and thy cattle (fays he) may refl, as well as
Lhou.

What flill heightens this way of abufing the

Sabbath 1s, when 1t 1s pfaaiféd by thofc whom
God has bléffed with wealth, and leifure to en-

joy
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joy abundant recreation at any other time. And

fhall not the more wanton and witlful offenders

meet with accumulated vengeance ? — but they
feem as 1f they would flee from the lightening
of Dlvmc reproofs by the fwiitnefs of their horles,

and drown the thunder of Divine threatmngs by

the ratiling of their charziots.

If there are any prefent who offend 1n this

point, they perhaps affeft to hear me now with
contempt; but if they perfift thus proudly to

difhonour God upon 4zs day, there will come «
day when the loftinefs of man _fhall be bowed down,

and the haughtinefs of men fhall be made low ; and
the Lord alone fhall be exalted i ihat day.®

In a word, they who will not, out of reverence
to God, turn away their foot from abufing his
Sabbath, whether by bufinefs or pléafure, might
as well turn their backs at once upon him.---But
we muft not only abftain from polluting the Sab-
bath by the fore-mentioned ways; we muil not

) * Ifaiah ii. 17.
' negatively
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negatively and filently keep it; we muft openly

el

profels our reverence for it, and fatisfattion. in

it, we mult call the Sabbath g delight, the holy of
the Lord, and honourable.

£
- e

We muft never be alhamed of declaring our-
felves on God’s fide, amidlt a profane generation.

Profeflion is a neceflary mark, tho’ not an infal-
lible evidence that we belong to God. While
others fay, what a wmrémﬁ 2s ¢t 2 we fhould
own that we fakedelight in ézpproadzz‘ng unto God :
(;ur whole converfation muft declare our willing-
nefs and gladnefs to {pend this day to the ho-
nour of God, and the advantage of our f{ouls,
We muft alfert, whatever others fay, that the
day is facred, the holy of the Lord, and not to be
encroached upon by our own concerns: and
refolve (whatever others do) that as for us and
our houfes, we will ferve the Lord upon it. We

are to call it an honourable day ; we mult efteem
ourfelves highly honoured in having a day ap-
pointed, when God will accept of the honour we

endeavour
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endeavour to pay him ; when the rich and poor

meet together 1n his houle, and the Lord vouch-

fafes to acknowledge himlelf the maker, preferver

and faviour of them all ; when the King of Hea-
ven gives public audience to the lwef, as well

asto the fugheft of his {fubjetts. This furely is a
~ moft honourable day ; and let us ever call it fo,

as we hope for the favour of God.

We may indeed go {o far as to take a delight in
appmdching unto God in outward things, without

being able to delight ourfelves in God himfelf; we
may delight to know hzs ways, and yet not be {o
happy as to dehght in doing them ; we may {feem
to be, and fancy ourfelves to be & nation that
do righteoufnefs, and forfake not the ordinances of
our God.* So did the houfe of Jacob; and fo
faft aflcep were they in this {felf-flattering dream,
that God faw it neceflary to fend his prophet to

them to c¢ry aloud, and fpare not, but ift vp his
like a trumpet, to awake them thoroughly, 1n

* Ver. 2.
order
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order to fhew them their tranfg‘r.ﬁohs and their

Sfins.*®

hAccordingly, the prophet here proceeds, and

Shalt honour him; 1. e. really, earneftly, and
completely ; not in profeflion and appearance

only.

And to fhew how firittly and folemnly God
expefls us to honour him upon his holy day,
the prophet infifts on three partiéular prohi-
bitions, by which we are altogether prevehted
- from living to ourfelves, to our own honour,
profit, or pleafure, at thistime; nof doing thine

owr. ways, nor finding th'ne own pleafure, nor

J@c’m}f}rg thire oteit words.

And this negative manner of {peaking;
firongly implics a pofitive obligation to the oppo-
fite dutics ; otherwife we cannot honour God in
the way that he will approve and reward: whofo
ofcreil sne thanks and praife (God himfelf tells

PR

*. Ver. 1.
us)
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us) ke honoureth me; and to him ¢Aat orderetl

his converfation aright, will I fhew the falvation
of God.* As we are %ot to do our own ways, nor

Jind our own pleafure, nor fpeak our own words,
we muit prattife, delight in, and difcourfe of,
his ways, the things that pleafe him; we mufil
meditate upon his ways of dealing with us,
and on the ways that lead to his acceptance ;
otherwife we fhall mifs of happinels, and find,
when 1t 15 too late, that our ways are not fus

ways, nor our thoughts his thoughts.t

But by not doing our own ways, it 18 more ex-
prelsly meant to refirain us from exercifing our
feveral occupations, or doing any f{ecular bu-
{incfs tending to profit or ceconomy. And, in-
deced, ’tis impoffible they fhould promot'e the
honour of God,. who have not faith enough to

truft to his providence one day in feven; and
whofe minds are {o diftratted with worldly cares,
that they cannot attend to the bufinefs of God’s

day.

* PfL L 23. + If. Iv. 8.
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It has been faid by fome pious perfons, that
they who duly honour God upon his day, prof-
per moft in their worldly affairs.  Whether this
be always the cale or not, -1t  is mofit certainly
and conitantly true, that they who do ‘Lear own
ways, and not the ways of God upon his day,

cannot proiper 1n their eternal intereft. But

b

that the laft is lealt valued by many ambng-us,
1s very evident from the founding of {cales and
weights that may be beard from within the half-
opcned fthops; the many bearers of bur-
dens, and loaded horfes that we meet 1n the

high roads; the many perlfons we fee in
their working apparel, without the leaft fenfe of

fhame, or {car of rebuke, on the Lord’s day.

L.ct thofe, who choolc to do their own ways
all the days of their life think, what will ye do
e the end thereof 2 * Ye fhall eat the fruit of your

own way, and be friled with your own devices. T

Next, the prophet tells us, we mull lonour
God, by not finding our cwn pleafure on his holy

~ Jer. v. 3I. 1+ Prov. 1. 3r.

-

aday.
-
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day. He had before reftrained us from feek-
ing It with our feet abroad ; here he further re-
firains us from finding it at home, where it may
be nea; at hand to ind. Anrd mc;ﬁ‘high]y rea-
fonable 1s this reftraint. He who gives us fix
days, to be {pent chiefly. in providing for our
own moderate comiort, neceflary convenience,
and innocent pleafure, hasa right to demand that

the whole (if poflible) of the {eventh fhould be
devoted to his pleafure. God has not reftrained
us from our honeft occupations that we may
fpend his day of reft in indolence or levity.
Vacancy of mind 1s not the end of this reft;
tho’ it is one of the means to be ufed towards its
end. The mind is to be emptied of its low-
thoughted cares,” and poor carnal amulements,
that it may be filled with the knowledge of the
Lord,* of his nature and his will, of his holi-
nefs, juftice, and mercy; that we may be in-
firufted in the manner, and acquire the habit of

~well-pleafing ham in all things.
* If. xi. g.

Tho'
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Tho’ our own pleafure be of an innccent
kind in itfelf, yet let us think, what a daring
affront it muft be to the Almighty God, to do
it by cholice upon Zkat day which he calls /s

day, his holy day, which he has fan€tified and
{eparated from cvery profane or common pur-
pofe. But, I believe, .1t will generally be

found, that when we choofe to do our own
pleafure on his holy day, tho’ it may begin
“with what is innocent in itfelf, it does not cnd
there. If we arc carelels in obeying God, we
ihall foon be carelefs in difobeying him; 1f we
incline to thofe who neglett to honour him, we
are in great danger of going over to thofe, who
openly difhonour him: and they muft be i1gno-
rant of Satan’s devices, who fuppoie i1t not cafy
for him to preveil upon thofe who lghily ¢flecinn

God, to defpife him alfo.

And here it is grievous to think, how many
arc the perfons among us, who, while they
neglelt to fwonour God in public, are finding
(herr own low brutifh pleafure, in {leep, or merc
fenfelefs inaflivity, at home; if not abroad in
| | the
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the relorts of the drunkard. This char.ge {alls
heavy upon the common people. And this is
onc of the fcandalous caufes that our churches

(in this manufa€turing country) are fo empty
cvery Lord’s day in the morning.---Another
caufe of it 15, that many make it a conftant
cuftom to have a newly drefled or more plenti-
tul repaft on Sundays than on other days; and
by this means many {ervants are kept at home,
and otherwife prevented from a duc obfervance

of the Sabbath. But the blame of this God will
ampute chicfly to ff/f,e heads of famulies.

In anfwer to this, {fome will plead, that every
Suneay In the year is a fefhval : True, 1t is {o;
not for the regaling of the body, but of the {oul.
As the Chriftilan rchigion 1s more {piritual and
rcfined than the Jewifh, and as we have more
noble {ubjetls to employ our thoughts upon, we
have more need of leifure on the Sabbath for
that purpofe, than they had: and {urcly. the mi-
racle by which the manna gathercd on the fixth
day was increafed and prclerved for the Sab-

bath, was not intended for the inftruétion of
that
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that age and generation alone. See (fays Mofes)
for that the Lord hath given you the Sabbath. he
giveth you on the fixth day the bread of two days ;
bake, therefore, that ye will bake, and feethe that

ye will feethe, and that which resmainelh over, lay

11 for you uniel the MOrrYow.*

« If any f{erious perflons think I am extending
the rule too far, I carneftly intrcat them to bear
in mind the following truths. The grand intcn-
tion of the Sabbath is, that we may bhave the
better opportunity of learning how to glorify
and enjoy God for ever. Many things then’
may oe mey"u,l on this day, which may not be
cxpedient : many things may be done upon an
emcergency, which would be criminal if donc
cultomarily : many things may be in themfelves
even virtuous and laudable, which, if done
upon this day, will hinder the duc improvement
of it to its own nobler purpofes. God would
have us choofz the things that pleafe him, each in
its proper time and place; and therefore what
tends moit dirc&ly to hizs honowr, on his holy day.

+ Execd. zvi. 23.

But
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But if contrary to our proper choice, any wor
of neceffity, or labour of love prelent itlelf, if
there be any {on or daughier of Abraham,* or of
Adam, whom we can unloofe trom the bonds of
their afflittion, any beaft to have its thirft al-
layed, or its life reftored from jeopardy,---then
we may underftand that our gracious God would

for that time kave mercy and not facrifice.t

In a word, let us with rcal fincerity of heart
keep the fpirit and defign of the Sabbath in our
view, and we fhall not fall into either extreme,
that of Jewifh f{uperftition, or modern pro-
fanenefs.

Léﬁly, we muit Lonour God, by not freaking
our own words upon his holy day. This, tho
the laft, is not the leaft difhcult reftraint which

the Sabbath lays upon us. St. James tell us,
if any man offend not in word, the fame is a per-
felt man, -and able to bridle the whole body.

Friendly foclety 1s not forbidden on this day;
yet thence arifes no {fmall danger : for in com-

* I uke xii1. 16, + Matt. x11. .
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pany, the tongue muft neceﬂ'aril.y be often in
motion ; and if not guarded with great carc, it
will infenfibly lead us to tranigrels this com-
mand. The tongue, when it'utters the thoughts
of the heart juft as they arife, 1s the grand pro-
claimer of man’s fallen and degenarate  {late.
And as words beget fimilar thoughts, both in
our own and other minds, and thefe are quickly
born into words, if not prevented, they foon
become a numerous race. As fpeech then 1s
the birth of thought, all bad thoughts fhould be
fiifled 1n the womb of the mind; otherwife thefe
daughters of wmcn will foon corrupt the foms. of
God, thofe purc . and heavenly thoughts, which
arc the offspring of the holy ipirit.

Thus the tongue, if unwifely managed, may
foon produce a worid of iniquity ; but if rightly
ufed to the honour of God, it will be 1n truth
our glory, and the befl member that we have.

And fhall not this diftinguifhing gift be confe-
crated to his fervice at leaft one {eventh of our
time ? Now [ocicty may be made very fubler-

‘ vient
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vient to this end: for they that fear ithe Lord,

will [peak often ome to another,® elpecially on
his day, of his ways, his will, and his word.
And let the word of Chrift (fays the Apoditle)
dwell in you richly in all wifdom, teaching and ad-
monsfliing one another ;¥ and fpeaking to yourfelves

. pflalms and hymns and fpiritual fongs. We
ought to Ipeak (and {peak from the heart) the

grateful {enfe we have of God’s wife and kind
inftitutions ; of the methods.of his providence,
grace, and love, in the difpenfations of crea-
tion, prefervation, and redemption; and the
comfort we find in the ufe and contemplation
of them. Thefe will be proper fubjefls of our
converfation upon the facred dav, with our

friends and families in private.

More elpeclally in his temple doth every man
(every religious man) fpeak of his homour,} and

praife him in the great congregation.]| How ex-
cellent an example does holy David give us in

this refpeft. 7 was glad ({ays he) whén they faid

* Mal. iii. 16. 1 Col. iii. 16.

1 Pf. xxix. 8. | Pf. xxvi. 12.
E | uniy
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unto me, we will go into the houfe of the Lord ; Jor
(fays he, in another Plalm) one day in thy courts
ts better than a thoufand ; becaule, Blgp'éd are
they that dwell in thy houfe, they. will be alway
praifing thee. There certamaly .fhall every good
man conllantly reiort, to (ke cnd that lus glory
may fing praife (o God and not be filent ; and
there fhall he fay, O Lord my God, I will give

thanks unto thee for ever.®

Let us now enquire what will be Zhe reward

of thus keeping the Sabbath.

I'irft, the Prophet tells us—ihen fhalt thow de-
lrght thufelf wn the Lerd. Trom .what has been
{faid, we {ee lhow neceflary it 1s, that we learn
to aeclight i the ordinances of- God, before we
can dclight 1 God himielf. .- The duty  na-
turally leads to the reward. All the ordihances
of God are indced 1n thc{nfélvés, favours,
honours, and bleilings; that of the Sabbath
pectally, by which he defigns to promotc our

1
o h lor fus company, in wlhofe p refence is Zfe

our
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our delight in him, who is the inexhauftible
fountain of peace and joy; our efteem of /s

- friendthip, who s czéle to do fo'r' us above all that
we can afk or think.

_iB_ut I will not pretend to convey to your
minds the full fenfe of this moft gracious pro-
mife ; for (fays. the infpired Prophet himfelf)
Jfince the beginming of the world, men have not
heard, mor perceived by the ear, neither hath the

eye feen, O God, befides thee, what thou haf? pre-
pared for hiwm that waitcth for thee.®* This feems

to comprehend the final reward in the world to
come : but -even in this wof]_d ({ays the Pro-
phet) thou meeteft him that rejoiceth, and worketh
righteoufnefs, thofe that remember thee in thy ways.
And how does God meet us in thefe his ways ?
By being in the midft of thofe, who are gathered
together in his name : ¢ He will be there (fays
““ Bifhop Beverldge) n another manner than he

¢ 1s elfewhere, b]eiTng what- is done there, and
‘“ thofe who do 1t; for i all places where I re-

* If. Ixiv. 4> §e
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“ cord my name (fays God himlielf) I wzill come
“ unto thee, and I will blefs-thee ;” by bfting up
the light of his countenance upon us 3 by flling our
hearts with confolation, and good hope of his ac-
ceptance through Fefus Chrift ;5 by his fperit wit-
neffing with our [irit that we are children of

God ; by giving us that peace which the world
can neither give nor take away, the peace of God,

which paffeth all underflanding.

But are there not fome perfons prefent,.ready
to {ay within them{elves, *“ and is this the great
reward for fo {crupulous an exatnefs in keep-
ing the Sabbath? I do not find it warm my
heart, nor ftimulate me to the laborious duty.”
This is too fad a proof that you are not fufs
ficiently acquainteﬂ with God; and therefore
take as little fatisfatlion In him, as you do in
the vifits and converfation of thofe with whom
"you are neceffitated to keep up fome formal in-
tercoutfe. O rightéous Father, (exclaims the
heavenly-minded Jelus) the world hath not Anown
thee ! they know mol therr infinite obligations to

thee,
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thee, mor thine inéffable love to. them, therefove
they cannot glorify thee, nor delight in thee: Bt
to them who in their hearts draw near to God,
to them he will'more and more manifeft him{elf
as the delightful fubje€t of their thoughts and
meditations, and the delightful obje&t of their
beft aftetlions; tll by the pious ufe of his
Sabbaths upon earth, they are made meet to, be
partakers of the  eternal- glorious Sabbatifm,*
which  remdineth for the people of God
Heaqven. o

And here the original word, which I have
literally rendered Sdbbdatifm, plainly intimates
to us, that unlefs we can take pleafure in the
due ufe of the Sabbath here, we could nei?ér
enjoy Heaven, if we fhould afrive at 1t; for
Heaven confifts in an uninterrupted glonﬁca-
tioh of God, and fplrltual enjoyment of him.
I1f then we find within our fouls nothing of this
relith for the buflinefs of the Sabbath, we may
well be ftartled, as a young lady I have heard
of, once was, by opening a little book, in

which
* Heb. 1v. q.
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which thefe lines (of 2 hymn defcnbmg Heaven)
met her eyes,— |

*

*¢ Where coﬁgrég’a‘_tions né’ér-break up,

,_ ¢« " And Sabbaths have no end*.?”’ -
She cried out, “ Good 'de;., then what fhall
<. T do theié¢ ?” This-iconviftion of -her unqua-
lified flate, was {(under divine: grace) the occa-
fion of: her effe€tual refolution to obtain the ne-
ceffary difpofition. " ¢ We muft, - my brethren;
¢¢_carry a freight - of heavenly mindednefs “with
<« us into Heaven, or clfe Heaven will never
““ be a fiaven of blifs to us.”

) Thé ff_c::md part of the: r'e{vard. 1S fhis e
'ca'zf,/é thee z‘o 7’&d€ upon the ]ngﬁ places of the carth.
This fecms, in its literal meaning, to be a pro-
mife of tem poral honour, exLenﬁve dommlon
and fccure pofleflion of texrritories, to the feed
of Jacob as a nation.. 1f ‘then . the divine dif-
pgnfations-are;ét this day according to the pat-
terns of things in the facred records,---if as 1f-

® Burlirt’s Help and Guide to C hviftian F aniilies, which
I earncfily rccommend, efpecially to the poorer {ort.

rael
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-ra,el (when hypocritical in his fafts, and care-

lefs and profane in his Sabbaths) was deprived
- of this particular blefling,---does not the fame
.God call us a people whofe fafts and whole Sab-
‘baths have,. been abufed in like manner? For he
feems to fay to us,  Britons fhall no more 7ide
“ i the high places of America.” And tho’
great thankfulnefs fhould attend the return of
the great blefling of peace, and the ceflation of
human bloodfhed, yet we cannot forbear making
the mortifying refletion, what the Britifh em-
pire once was!  More than ten tribes are re-
volted ; _]udah and Ifrael are alienated from
each-other, and become two {eparate nations.

Not that the Lord's hand was fhortened that it

could not fave us from this difhonour; nor was
his ear heavy, that it could nc: hear, when we

fafted and prayed on this account: But our znz-
quities have feparated “between us and our God,*
and caufed an irremediable diflention between

us and our brethren ; and our fins have /:d Fzs
face from us that he would not hear, {o as to re-

o concile
* I{. Lix. 1, =.
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eoncile and unite us again. Yet though #Ae Aas
vifited our fins with a rod, and our iniquities with
feourges, yet blefled be his goodnefs, ke has nos
ulterly taken from us his loving kindnefs, nor fuf-
fered his faithful care of us fo fazl. Inftances of
which are, *°, putting an e€nd to the raging and
devouring fire of war, which was 4indlcd again/?

us on every fide, and giving us reft from all our
numerous and potent enemzes round about ; his

making our fields now fland fo thick with corn,
¢that they {feem indeed to laugh and fing ; and his
fhewing us that he is ready (if our fins pre-
vent him not) o pour us out bleffings of various
kinds, in fuch abundance, {4at there fhall not be

room enough to recerve them.®

Let us then be admonifhed, and fin no more,
let worfe things come unto us than have yet be-
fallen us; left we experience what another pro-
phet threatens ; bul iof ye well not hearken unio me
to hallow the Sabbath-day, and not to bear a burden
even entering in at the gates of Ferufalem on the

."l: Mall .iiii ID‘I
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Sabbath-day, then will I kindle a fire in the’ gates

thereof, and it _fhall devour the palaces of Feru-
Jfalem, and it _fhall not be quenched.®

It this promife has allo a {piritual meaning,
(which is reafonable to fuppofe, as the other
two certainly have) 1t may fuggeft to us that
conqueft over the world through faith, that fu-
perior dignity of foul through grace; and that
elevated hope through the due ufe of this di-
vine ordinance, by which the truly religious
man lives above the world, Jfets his affeflions on

heavenly, and not on earthly things, and 1n all his
profpe€ts looks at, and advances towards tie

everlafling hills.t

Laftly, thé due obfervers of the Sabbath are

promifed, that they fhall be fed with the here-
tage of Facob their father. Thofe to whom the

Prophet addrefles himlielf, either were in cap-
tivity in Babylon, or if they {till inhabited Ca-
naan, they did not cat the good of the land, but
2t was devoured and defolated by flrangers in ther

* jer. xvil, 27. + Gen. xlix. 26.
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prefence ;¥ Jo that it became in effeft no Ca-
naan to them ; 1t cealed to be a land flowing with

euilk and honcy, and the glory of all lands,t fuch
as was promiled to the éious race of Jacob;
becaule they were now degenerated into a {tu-
pid inconfiderate Jfeed of ewvil doers. Never-
thelefls, a reftoration of them to their Canaan,
or. of their Canaan to its former perfe€ion, is

promifed upon their due obfervance of the Sab-
bath. But, alas! i fhall Bntons ever be fed

again with the hf:nt'u.gc which their forefathers

once poflefled 1n America? Or fhall even
the country, whole narrow bounds we now

inhabit, be again blefled with all its former

flrength,” and wealth, and commerce ?

The conternpt which this natton fhews to-

wards all the divine ordinances, that of the Sab-
bath in particular, forbids us to entertain {fuch

a hope, fo long as we retain fuch a charaéter.
Ifrael and Judah were never again united ; nor
did the ten tribes ever return from their cap-

* If. 1. 7. + Ezek. xx. 6. 1 If. i. 4.
tivity.
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tivity. But Judah hkewife, in about a ccn-
tury aflterwards,®* was ruined as a nation.

This promife was annexed to the fanélifica-
tion of the Sabbath, becaufe the due ufe of this
day to the honour of the great Creator, the one
true God, would keep the Jews from worfhip-
ping the Gods that made not the Heavens and the
earth,—during their captivity among an idola-
trous people; and would tend to culuvate in
them at all times, all thole good difpofitions,
which would {ecure to them, that comprehen-
{ive Aonour, which God has promifed to.?Aem
that honour fum ; all divine bleflings, public and
private, temporal and eternal. Elernal I add;
for that this promife intimated more than the
compleatelt enjoyments of an earthly Canaan,
even to the feed of Ifrael according to the {lefh,
can hardly be doubted. The patriarchs ¢/ dicd

in faith, not hawing recaved this promife in its

* One hundred and thirty thrce years. Compare the
margin of your Bibles, 2z Kings, xviil. 10. with 2 Kings,
XXV. 35 4o
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temporal fenfe; they looked for a better country,

that s, an' heavenly. And in this nobleft fenfe,
the Prophet addrefles all true Ifraclites, all the

Ipiritual {eed of faithful Abraham, Ifaac, and
Facob, to the emd of the world: they are all
feeking that Heaven, of iwhich Canaan was but
a type : and they {eek it, by acquiring Zere the
capacity of enjoying it Aercafier. To which
purpofe the Sabbath is wifely and kindly a-

dapted.

Indeed, thecy enjoy a foretafte of it now :
the belicf and expe&ation of Heaven afford
the beft fultenance, and the higheft delight ta

the immortal foul, while on its journey towards
it.  So fays the pious and excellent Dr. Watts,

‘¢ T'he men of grace have found
‘¢ Glory begun below ;
<< Celeftial fruits on eartihly ground,
¢« From faith and hope may grow™.”’

For faith (fays the great Apoftle) is the ecvidence
of things not feem; the fubflance of tlings hoped

* Book 11. hymn j3o0.
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Jor.t  And hope is the fummum bonum, or chief
good, of this world to a humane creature; it is

an anchor of the jfoul, boil fure and Stedfaf?, en-
leving within the wverl of unieen cternity : it
maketh not affiamed ; 1t {aves even now, all
thofe who lay hold of it, from the confufion,
perplexity, and difappointment which attend
thofe, who, while they are toffed on ¢ the
waves of this troublefome world,” have all their
trecafure bound up in this poor uncertain life -
who, negleéting the helm of faith, and the an-
chor of hope, are driven out into the bound-
lefs ocean of defpair, where they at length
make fhipwreck of their bodies and {ouls at
once; and then all thewr thoughts perifa.

To conclude, ¢ The 1l {uccefs of nations,
the misfortunes of individuals, the diffentions of
ftatefmen, the quarrels of neighbours, the per-
plexities of councils, and the confufion of fa-
milies, méy be juftly confidered as the melan-
choly {ruits of zrreligion : [the moft fertile foil

* Heb. xi1. 1.
of
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of which baneful root, is,---the profanation of the
Sabbath.]  For as long as the blefled God, the

giver of every good gift, and the fountain of
mercy Is diffionoured, negle&led, and forgotten,---
fo. long will it be unreafonable to expett either
public or private happinels*.”

But on the other hand ; moft fure and fled-
faft is the Ahope which all pious obfervers of the
Sabbath build upon the threefold promife in

my text. For he is jfaithful that has made it ;
it proceeds from God that cannot lie ; the mouth

gt.fw Lord hath [poken ié.

Bleffed, therefore, thrice blefled, zs the man
that docth tlus, and layeth hold on if,---that keepeth

the Sabbath from polluting it. Which that we
may all do, and be both hcre, and for ever
‘happy, God of his infinite mercy grant, thro’ |
‘the infiucnce of his Holy Spirit our fanétifier,

* See a valuable Sermon preached at the aflizes at
Briftol, May 1783, by the Rev. Abraham Elton.

and
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and for the fake of his blefled Son our Savi-
our; to whom, three perfons, but one God,

be glory, praife, and worfhip, now and ever
more.

RULES.




RULES FOR THE MANAGEMENT

SUNDAY SCHOOLS

IN THE

PARISH OF STROUD.

I.TI—IE mafter | or dame] appointed by the
fubfcribers, thall attend [at his or her own
houfe] every Sunday morning, during the fum-
mer, from eight till hall after ten; and every
Sunday evening, during the {ummer, (except
the fecond in every month) from half an hour
after five ull eight o'clock, to teach rcading,
the church catechifm, and fome fthort prayers
from a little collettion by Dr. Stonehoufe ; and
alfo to read (or to have read by fome of thofe
who attend, if any can do it {ufliciently) three
or four chapters of the Bible in {ucceflion, that

G people
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people may have connetted ideas of the hiftory
and confiftency of the {criptures.

II. The perfons to be taught are chielly the
young, who are paft the ufual age of admiflion
to the weekly {chools, and by being obliged to
labour for their ‘maintenance, cannot find time
to attend them. But growvn perfons that cannot
read, who are defirous of hearing God’s word,

- and wilh to learn that excellent fhort account
of the faith and praétice of a chriftian, the
church catechifm, are defired to attend, and
endeavour to learn, by hearing the younger

taught and inftruéted.

I1I. Some of the {ublcribers will in turn vifit
thefe fchools, to {ece that their defign is duly
purfued; and give fome little -reward to the
firft, fecond, and third moft deferving in cach
{chool.

~ IV. The {ubfcribers will keep a blank book,
in which fhall be entered the namqs‘of all thofe
parents
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parents, and other perfons, who, having need.
of thefe helps, neglett to fend their children,
or to attend ; and of thofe who bchave impro-
perly when they attend; with intent that they
may be excluded from the alms and other cha-

ritable afliftance of the benevolent. Thofe,

who will take no care of their own fouls, de-
{ferve not that others fhould take care for their

bodies.

Vo All that attend thele {chools, f1hall, as

much as may be, attend the public worfhip
both morning and afternoon on Sunday; and
{hall affemble at church on the {econd evening
of every month at fix o’clock, to be examined,
and to hear a plain expofition of the catechiim,
which the minifter will endeavour to give them.

From a due attention to thefe articles, 1t 1s
hoped and believed (with the divine blefling)
will arife in the minds of thofe, who oblerve

them, fome concern for their immortal {ouls,
which,

LS
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which, without the knowledge of and obedience
to God’s will, muft perifh everlaftingly ; a ha-
bit of reverence for the Sabbath: and a wil-
lingnels to attend the public worfhip in a regu-
lar and devout manner.

'

T I ———

Some fincere friends of religion, fuppofing that
the foregoing rules might find their way beyond

the lLimits of the paryh, for the ufe of which
they were framed, aduvifed to fubjoin an account

and explanalion of them ; wifhing they may fur-
nifle fome hints to perfons difpofed to effablifh

Schools (yf thes nature n other places.

AS loon as the writer was apprized of the be-

neficial effets of Sunday-Schools, as con-
dufled at GrocesTER, he perceived they would
tend at once to leflen his Sunday evening’s la-
bour of tecaching, examining, and inftruéting the
poor children of his parifh 1n the church-cate-

chifm, and to render it more effe€tual. The
propofal
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propofal was no {ooner made, than it met with the
approbation and affiftance of a few individuals,
and four of thefe Schools were opened in this

parifh in May and June laft. The number of
perfons who attend them is about 14o0.

There have been for many years in this pa-
rifh weekly {chools, {upported by fubfcription,
and an annual charity {ermon. The children
who attend thele are about 130. Yet many
were the young perfons who had been pre-
vented, or had negleted, or otherwife loft the
benefit of thefe {chools.

The Sunday Schools were therefore juftly
efteemed a neceflary fupplement to the former
inftitution; and by means of both, 1t may be
hoped, that no one among us will remain long
unpoflefled of the ability to read the word of
God for himfelf, which ought to bc the privi-
- lege (nay, is the right) of every perfon born
and bred in a Chriftian country.

ds
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. . As an early habit of reverencing and rightly
ufing the Sabbath muft be laid in the rifing ge-
neration, as one of the foundation-ftones of that
reformation devoutly wilhed for by all ferious
perfons, the attendance on public worfhip 1s
particularly infifted on. To promote which,
fome of the rewards to be given are the moft

neceflary articles  of apparel; and thro’ the
failure of the clothing manufatture in this

county, thele are wanting to many who do,
and to more that would, attend thefe ichools.
This, it 1s hoped, wiil be looked upon as a
{ufficient apology for ifetting the price of one
fthilling on {fo fmall a tratt.

Some of the children, who are brought up to
other communions, arc &njoined to attend their
relpettive places of worfhip conftantly and de-

voutly, and required to give an account of the
prcacher’s text. |

L

"The other rewards are Bibles of different
aizes, New Teitaments, Dr. Stonehoule’s * Pray-
ers
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ers for private perfons, families, &c.” men-
tioned, rule the 1ft, “ Admonitions againft
fwearing, fabbath-breaking, and drunkennefs,”

catechifms, and papers of hymns.

The time before divine fervice in the morn-
ing is employed in learning to {pell and read.
The reading in the evening is performed by
thofe who can read fluently, as it is intended
for the edification of all. The rules are read
every Sunday evening as foon as the children
arc allembled. After reading three, four, or
five chapters of the Bible (more or lefs, as the
connexion of the paflage may require) the
prayers are repeated. The youngeft are taught
firft Dr. Watts’s fhort prayers, pages 42 and
43 of the above-mentioned colleétion; when
they are perfe€t in thele, they learn the ad-
ditions to them ; and perfons of more advanced
age learn the longer prayers of Bifhop Wilfon
and Bilhop Giblon. While one is {peaking
aloud the prayer, or anfwer of the -cate-
chiim, all the reft are required to repeat the

{ame
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{ame
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fame in ‘a whifper; by which, inattention and
trifling arc in a great mealure prevented, and
a rapid progrefs 1s made in fixing what is to be
learned 1n the memory. The minifter and fome
of the fubicribers attend one of thefe Schools
every Sunday cvening, and make fuch familiar
obfervations on the fcripture and catechifm as

they think adapted to fuch young minds.

The moft deficient {cholars attend one or
two other evenings in the week, for about two
hours, at the houle of the mafter or dame.

The teachers are {ober, ferious perfbns, wholfe
confcientious afliduity may be depended on,
and whofe indigent circumftances make the
moderate pay of one fhilling per Sunday an
acceptable recompence.

The benefits which may accrue to the perfons
‘thus taught, confidered as creaturcs made for
cternal happinefs or mifery, conftitute an argu-

ment
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ment for thefe inftitutions to every religious -
mind, to which 1t is needlefs to attempt to
add more weight. And let thofe, who are
not difpofed to attend to thss argument, re-
volve in their minds the improved comforts
of fociety, which muft arife from a lively fenfe
of decency, honefty, fidelity, gratitude, fub-
miflion, and regularity, univerfally inculcated
in the minds of the poorer fort of people.
Will it not make them more honeft and du-
tiful fervants, more faithful hufbands and wives,
more carcful and affettionate fathers and mo-
thers ¥ Will 1t not give to the inferior clafs
of people that defirable relpeét for themielves,
which makes them prefer the carning their own
{ubfiftence, to cringing for relief to the bur-

thened eftates of their fuperiors? Will it not
difpofc them contentedly and chearfully to get

their own living, and to do their duty 1n what-
ever {tate of life it fhall pleale God te place
them ? And let humanity cnquire, whether it
will not tend to thin our crowded prifons,

to fhorten the long black calendar of criminals
H at
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at'our affizes, and to filence that well known
reproachful accufation of a Chriftian country,
uttered- by almoft every malefatlor at ‘the fatal
tree,—that he owes his ruin fo his not being edis-
cated in- a due obfervation of the-Sabbath.

" If thefe queries receive but this anfwer, ¢ that

probably fuch good effelts may arife from thefe
inftitutions,” 1t 1s a {uflicient reafon why every
one, who regards his own intereft chieily,
fhould concur in fupporting them, with thofe

who atl on more extended views.
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