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Epift. to TITUS, Ch.3. Ver. 1.

Put them in mind to be fubjelt to
Principalities and Powers.

NI and molt contemptible part of the

Creation, both better and worle
than the Beafts that perifh. 1If you confider
them under the Influence of Religion and the
Order of Government, it Is their diftinguifh-
ing Glory; if as revolting from God, and re-
belling againit their Prince, ‘it is their pecu-
liar Shame. So that they are not more ho-
nourable in Privilege than difgraceful in
Conductt.

And as there has Been no greit Difpenfa-
tions of Heaven, but wvaft parts of the Cre-
ation have been difpleafed at them, fo are
there no important Adminiftrations of earth-
ly Governours, but numbers of their People
are uneafy under them. Did ever Prince
fight in his Peoples Defence, but many would
reproach the Defender? Nay, who ever made

a publick Peace, when all his Subjects would

thank him for 1t? Alas! {fo rebellious and
| B rfroward

Ankind are at once the moft glorious
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froward are Mankind, that rather than want
an occafion of Diforder, they’ll turn furious
againft their own Proteftion, and have no
atience to be blefs’d. But we fhall lefs
wonder that a Prince can’t fave his King-
doms without angering. his Subjells, if we
conader that the very Redemption of the
World rais’d Parties of Malecontents, and fer
Creatures againit their Creator. But altlio’
i can’t but obferve how equally averfe we
are to the Government of God and his Vice-
gerents, yet the Words of my Text lead me
to {peak of the Duty we owe to the latter,
and to put you in mind to be [ubject to Principa-
litici and Powers. 'The Words are deliver’d
in general ; from which I might juftly take
occafion to ftate the nature of our Duty to
Government, and {hew you how in moft
Cafes it muft be active, but in all paffive:
But feeing we are moft apt to turn Seditious
when any great -Affair of Government is car-
rying on, and feeing we are this Day nret
to give God Thanks and Praife for as glo-
rious a one as ever befel thefe Nations; X
- can’t think it improper to fhew you what
Behaviour would be moft likely to keep up
in us a.true Spirit of Loyalty on {uch occa-
fions. I fhall therefore {hew,

I. That every good Chriftian and Loyal
Subjeét muft bave a care of Examining too
nicely the Affairs of his Prince. I.

| I1.
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1I. That if a Wife-man was pretty fufe
that fome parts of the Publick Adminiftratj-
ons would admit of better Management, yet
{hould he be very careful how he exprefs’d
fuch Sentiments; and in fuch cafes, never {uf-

- fer the Wifdom or Care of the Government
to be the common Topicks of Reflexion.

III. I fhall point out the Reafon why this
Dury is now 1o much tranfgrefled by us.

1V. I {hall make a general Application of
what has been faid, to the happy Occalion of
this Day’s Solemnity. |

I. I am to fhew that every good Chriftian
and loyal Subje&t muft have a care of exami-
ning too nicely the Affairs of his Prince.

- Curiofity is a Privilege of rational Beings,
- and a neceflary Principle to engage them in
fearching after Truth, conduéting all the
- Parts of Life clear of Sin and Folly : But ’tis
a Misfortune common to thisand all other
excellent Endewments, that the Abufe of
them is attended with the moft dangerous
Lonfequences. When the Faculties beftow’d
for the Advantage and Ornament of Life are
employ’d to Purpofes very diftant from the
Defign of Providence, they are always the
Occafion of Miftakes and ill Condu&. And
when the natural defire of Knowledge, which
B 2 {hould
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fhould be turn’d to the good Management
of that Station in which every Man is pla-
ced, is mifapply’d to Enquiries, in which we
lhave neicther Obligation nor Abilities to be
informed, beflides the Neglelt of that part
committed to us, the Miftakes we cannot
but fzll into about them, will be the natu-
ral Caufes of the greateft Diforders in pra-
{tice. An imprudent Curiofity is the com-
mon Fault of Mankind; the moft lofty and
excellent things have not efcap’d its Influen-
ces; nor is Heaven {o high as to be free from
the bold Attempts of vain and rafth Specula-
tions : much lefs are the Powers below {ecure
from Examination and Cenfure. It cannot
thercfore be unneceflary or unreafonable to
dirett this Principle of Kumane Nature, and
fhew how dangerous 1t 1s to examine tog
nicely into the Aflairs of our Prince. |

This will appear from thefe four Confide.
rations :

- 1. Frem the Danger of becoming too wif
in our own Conceit ever to be thankful.

2. The Danger from our Ignorance.

3. The Danger from our Paflions.

4. The Danger from Party.

1. By this Pradtice there 1s Danger of ou.
becoming too wife in our own Conceit eve:
to be thankful for any thing.

It has been a common Obfervation, ths
{feveral, by {fearching into the Laws of N

ture, and canvafling the Works of the Cre
* h atiom
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ation, have almoft banifh’d all Reverence to

the Deity ; and by too forward Advances in

Philofophy, have engag’d themfelves in dan-

%eré)us Scruples concerning the Attributes of
od. -

Others pretending Reafon to be thetr
Guide, and clear Idea’s the only Ground of
Aflent, have been fo full of their own Abi-
lities, that they would not allow God to be
able to inform them, but have rais’d the
Prerogative of Reafon, till Revelation has
had no Authority with them.

It 1s yuft thus in Politicks; many amonglt
us have been fo long ballancing Kingdoms,
and {fearching into the Conftitutions of Na-
tions, they fee fo clearly into the Intereits
and Defigns of Princes, and have fuch fure
Forefight into the Events of Things, that
they are too wife to credit our own Admi-
niftrations, or have any Value for the Wif-
dom of the Government. They are relty
and unruly, bold and difloyal in théir Ex-
preflions; and are alwaysordering tiings bet-
ter than their Governours have done : They
bufy themfelves in fpreading troublefome Re-
ports, ftarting new Dangers, and in making
the greateft Security look doubtful: They:
pretend that the Intereft of the Nation is at
their Heart, that they {ce impending Ruin,
and are therefore forc’d, by all the Tyes of
natural and civil Duty, to give the Alarm,,

Whereas the only Reafon 1s, the Men ave
B 3 Pols-
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Politicians, and full of Affairs of State ; they
have often fettled the Intereft of Exrope, and
are only angry becaufe their own Scheme s .
negleted. We naturally admire our own
Prodult; and be it-ne’er {o monftrous, it is
{till the Favourite Iffue. This makes us tur-
bulent and uneafy, when things are not {qua-
red according to our own Plan, and the leaft
Deviation from fuchimaginary Lines isthought”
fufficient matter of Complaint. Thus do we
{fit in Judgment upon the Prerogative, ar-
raign the Royal Power, and condemn an
Authority that has no Superior but that of

Heaven. |
A little Smattering in any Knowledge
makes People pofitive and dogmatical ; and,
inftead of forming any Soundnefs of Judg-
ment, fills them with afluming Airs and
headftrong Paflions. But this i1s no-where
more obfervable than in the Application of
our Minds to Matters of State: Put but any
jealous Surmife in our Heads, and all the
Wifdom and Integrity of the Government
will afford us no Satistaétion ; the little Dofe.
of Politicks works us up into imaginary Fears,
and we can have no Reit for our mighty
‘Knowledge of things. Let us but read a
Map, and meafure the Situation of Kingdoms,
and then we are the only Judges of the Bal
ance of Euxrope, It i1s fuch Knowledge a:-
« this that makes up the Wildom of our mo.
“ dern Politicians, Do but trace their Uﬂeaf}‘ﬁ
nefi;
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nefs to its firfy Caufe, and you’ll find  all
owing to fome groundlefs Whim{y that they
imbib’d by chance. We may charge moit
of our Political Diforders upon this Temper
of Mind. We turn our Heads to the Affairs
of Nations, draw up bold Schemes of our
own, and then contend as {tiffiy for them as
if the Government was upon our Shoulders.
It is hard to fay, whether this Practjce be
more common or more abominable ; the
meaneft Mechanick dares pretend to be wi-
fer than his Governours, and cenfure the
Proceedings of Crown’d Heads. No one’s
Abilities are fo mean, but he can fhew you
fome Fault in the Miniftry, or {ome unhap-
py Step in Her Majefty’s Government, tho’
in truth he be no more a compleat Judge in
thefe Matters, than of how much Rain would
be beft in every Seafon.

But ’tis to no purpofe to tell them the dif-
terence between Prince and People, that there
1s a facred Reverence due to all the Royal
Adminiftrations; for, alas! their Heads are
{fo turn’d with imaginary Draughts, and they
have been {o long accuftom’d to be free with -
the Regal Power, that they look upon it to
be as much their Bufinefs, as to fettle their
private Accounts. The little pittance of
Knowledge which they have pick’d up, ferves
only to fill their Heads with empty Cavils,
and juft qualifies them to raife an Objeltion.

And yet they are fo full of their mighty Dif-
| - B4 coveries,
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coveries, that they will neither be eafy them-
felves, nor fuffer other People to be fo. For,
as their Ignorance hinders them from form-
ing right Judgments, fo will their Pride
make them adhere to them: And then no
{ooner does the Government differ from them,
but they are for making all differ from it.
They then pretend to be good Patriots, to
awake a dreaming People, and are able to
demonftrate, that the whole State is in dan-
ger: Whereas the bottom of all this Remon-
itrance and Complaint is only this, that they
are fo full of their own Management, as to
believe themfelves either more faithful or
more skilful than thofe who fit at the Helm.
And that this is likely to be the Effelt of a
familiar Examination of our Governours Con-
dult, will appear if we confider,

2, That the Subjet is in the greateft
Danger of being led into Miftakes concern-
ing them, becaufe they are generally igno-
rant of the true Defigns of their Governours,
and the true Springs and Reafons of thetr
Actions.

A little Confideration on the Nature of
Government, will ealilly convince us, that
the Subjet is generally unqualify’d to judge
well of the Condult of their Governour.
Thofe whom Her Majefty has not entrufted
with any part of Her Authority, are exclu-
ded from the Secrets of State, kept at a di-
ftance from the Springs of Governinent, a?_d

Conic-
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confequently are under a natural incapacity
of judging of it exaltly. They {ee things
only in part, confider their expediency with
fome particular Regards, and then break
out into indecent Behaviour becaufe the Go-
vernment is wifer than themfelves. And
yet that which feems not {o convenient to
them, in that view which they are able to
confider it, may appear the moft neceflary
and defireable to thofe whom Wifdom and
Integrity have recommended to an higher
Station. For, private Perfons take their
views from wrong Points, and are placed at
fuch a diftance from the Objeft, that they
can hardly forbear judging of it otherwife
than 1t 1sin 1t felf. And there may be things
of the greatelt Moment and Reafons of State,
whicli lye open to thofe entrufted with it,
which yet to the generality of Mankind muft
be as invifible as thofe Guardian Powers which
carry on the Courfe of Nature. And as
there are many Scenes of Providence, which
to our fhort knowledge of things may feem
grievous, and make us almoft doubt of the
Goodnefs of God, which if we were tho-
roughly inform’d of the Defign, End and Ne-
ceflity of them, would make us confefs and
adore that unerring Wifdom, which ordereth
all things for our good :

So, in human Adminiftrations, we are apt
fometimes to wonder at the Methods of our
Governour, and begin to queftion either his

Gt Wildom
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Widom or his Care. We don’ know the
meaning of this Step, or what’s the defign of
fuch an Expedient, and that difturbs both our
felves and. others, with ftrange Conje&ures,
fearful Profpets of Imaginary Dangers.
Whereas did we but ifee mto the true State
oi things, and had more extenfive Views, our
rude unmannerly Cavils would be chang’d
into Sentiments of Love, Reverence and Ad-
miration.

. But if it be thus very dangerous to con-
cern ourfelves deeply 1n thefe Matters, be-
caule it’s almoft impoflible but our Judg-
ments muift be weak and 1ll-grounded, it
1s flull of worfer Confequence, becaufe thefe
Miitakes will be heightened and enlarged,

- 3. By the prejudice and violence of our
Pa{lions.

The Aflairs of State are a large field of
Gratificatjon to ungovern’d Minds, there is
iomething to {trike in with all our Paflions,
and catch every falfe bent of our Souls. Are
we Self-conceited or Ill-natur’d, what more
delightful Topick than to cenfure the Wii-
dom of the Government, and raile difcontent
among the People? *Tis a fweet Indulgence
to fuch a Temper to profelyte the Mulritude
and head a Party of Malecontents. To
wrangle and find fault are things pleafant to
our Corrupted Natures, but to difgrace the
- Management of Princes, and preicribe to

hole Councils of State, is the higheft Satil-
| . - B ~ faltion



(11 )

faltion of anungovern’d Mind.. Are we dif-
affe€ted to Men 1n Power and Authority,
what more plaufible pretence than for the
Nations good to calumniate and reproach
their moft glorious Undertakings? To con-
jure up monftrous Fears, and {cattes bale Jea-
loufies under the wifeft and fateft Protettion?
To be a Proficient 1n fuch Mifchief as this, 1s
like fharing the Government, and {wells Peo-
ple with their own Authority. A Man grows
great in his own Eyes by fetting himfelfagainft
the f{upream Power, and deems it no fmall
Grandeur to be thus undutiful. To find out
a blemifh in a glorious Charaéter, and fix ill
Condu@ upon renown’d Adminiftrators, is
pleafure and fatisfaltion to ambitious Spirits.
It carries a femblance of Wildom to {ee farther
than our Governcurs, and of great Integrity
to undeceive a blinded People.

To appear importantly uneafie, te be
frighted at the Publick Adminiftrations, and
feem burthen’d with National Care, has
helpd many Man to make a figure. Who.
has not feen a fort of People that forgetting
every natural Duty of Life, every Ofhce of
their own Province continually freteing at the
Powers 1n being? They may rage and refent,
and it’s the Patriot Spirit; be turbulent and
and uneafie, and its State-Wifdom; be malici-
ous and ill-patur’d and its truc Integrity, and
defame the Government for mcer National
putety.

"I hus
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Thus may all our bafe Paffions be here dif
play’d under {fpecious colours, and we may
get Reputation and Credit for -daring to be
Wicked. | -

It is an eafie thing to contrive Schemes to
advance ourfelves, and then call every thing
that obftruéts them, Popery andSlavery. To
abufe and difgrace the Government, becaufe
we have no private Ends that we can make
of it. fezebel witha feign’d Piety proclaim’d
a Faft, but it was for Nzboth’s Vineyard ; {o
many amongit us publifh pretended Con-
cerns for the Nations Safety, but were there
not fome fruitful Vineyard which they want-
ed, they would no more appear in the Care
of their Country, than Fezebel in the Caufe
of Piety. But as this meddling with the
Affairs of State, 1s likely to be thus dange-
rous and f{inful from the force of our Paflions,
fo fhall we find a much greater Danger {till to
come, if we confider, |

3. The Biafs of Party.

~ Befides the common violence of our ordi-
nary Paflions, there are Men who have got
a fet of Paflions to indulge, which have no
foundation either in Nature or Reafon, but
are the refult of faltious Principles. They
have added to the common Corruptions of
human Nature, fown frefh Seeds of Vice,
and acquir’d new ways of Sinning. ‘They
are trained up by the force of Principle and
she inftin&t of Party, to rejel&t every t{ling
o | | that’s
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that’s Good, queftion every thing that’s Sa-
cred, cavil at every thing that’s Wife, and
reproach every thing that’s Honourable.
They are bred up in Doltrines that are fo
adapted to our Corrupted Paffions, that they
vaife a kind of Enthufiafm in the dulleft
Mortals, thofe' that would have {carce
warmth enough from Nature to raife one
vigorous Paflion, are by this Spirit thrown
into unnatural Heats, and rais’d above them-
felves. They are no longer what Nature
defign’d them, but by an envenom’d Tem-
perament breath forth nothing but heat
and fury. Hoifted by {trange ftarts of Vio-
lence, they become the f{port of Paflions,
and defcribe a Life lefs amiable than Storm
and Tempeft.

The Whifpers of this Party-Spirit rouzes
their attention like the Voice of an Ora-
cle, they liften with eagernefs, and obey with
tury.

It fits fuperiour in their Souls, commands
the fprings of Adtion, and gives direftion
to every Power of Nature. Neither their
Eyes, nor their Ears, nor their Thoughts
have any freedom, but in {pight of all the
common Senfe of Mankind, they muit See
and Hear, Dream and Rave, juft as this
Spirit pleafes to direét them. They muft
Love as it Loves, Fear as it Fears, and fol-
low its Guidance thro’ all the blind Mazes of
Error and Diftraltion. It’s moft exravagant

Humours
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Humours are dearer to them than the Do&rines
of Life, and they embrace with fiercenefs
every ridiculous Whimfie that has its Stamp.
If i¢’s raifed by this Spirit they falldown and
worfhip it, the dear notion lies warm at
their Hearts, and they’ll {pare no pains in
its defence. There 1isno putting the Princi-
ples of Religion or Confcience in their way,
they drive on triumphant in Zeal, harden’d
againft all Advice, and deaf to the very
‘Thunder of Heaven. They run into every
fhape of Madnefs, and jump at any new Ab-
furdity that this Spirit can Initru&t them
with. It can make them rail and cry out at
the greateft Bleflings, and murmur at the
faving hand of Providence, nay, fuch is its
Power, that under 1ts influence they will
hug their Misfortunes, contend for Ruin,
and pant after the fevereft Curfes.

It is not what Religion commands, what
Loyalty requires, what Honour teaches, or
what the Publick Good calls for, but what
will gratifie the furious Spirit, that engages
their Zeal, and keeps up their Paflions.

A Fanatick Impetuofity has ufurp’d their
Souls, and then no wonder that the Govern-
ment is too Wife and Sober to be admir’d by
them.

A Soul thus deftroy’d by feditious Scheirtes,
1s not to be affeéted with the Goodnefs or
Neceflity of any things the dear Faltion is

more precious than Life, more fear’d éh;.dn
.. God,
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God, more honoured than the King. ’Tis
a miferable Sight to behold a rational Crea-
ture thus over-run with Wildnefs, fallying
out of his own Sphere, devoid of Reft, and
perverfe to every Blefling of Life. His Soul
that fhould be putting on. the Ornaments
of a meek and quiet Spirit, is labouring in
impertinent Care, itudying Diforder, and
enflaming Animofities and Difcontent. |
But here T muft beg leave to obferve, that
thefe are now a-days our blefs’d Political -
Reformers, that cry out of a greatly falling
State, juft asthe dizzy Head fancies all {fwims
round about it. Thelfe are our warm Stu-
dents in State-Affairs, that would have us
fear as much the Bleflings of Peace, as the
Miferies of a Plague; but their Judgments
may then be admitted for good, when the
Blind can fee and the Deaf hear. ,
For,alas! fuch deluded Biggots can no more
relifh the Happinefs of a well-order’d State,
where Truth, and Peace, and Juftice flou-
rifh, thgn Slaves to Sin could tafte the Feli-
city of Heaven. The Faculties muft be pre-
par’d, the Senfes in tune, and irregular De-
fires dropp’d, before we can enjoy the Hap-
pinefs of any State. And as the Beatifick
Vifion would be matter of Torment to im-
pure Spirits, {o may the glory of a profperous
State caft gloom and defpair on its factious
Members. Let them therefore be alhamed
of fuch vifible Grimace as to charge their
feditious
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feditious Refentments upon their Care for
the Publick, when ’tis too notorious, that
they are almoft diftralted at the common
Profperity, dnd ready t6 gnafh their Teeth
to {ee us Flourifh in {pight of all their wicked
Endeavours to the contrdry.

When therefore they court us out of love to
our felves, to quit the mean ferenity of Peace
tor the glorious neife of War, we fhall bid
them look at Satan raging with defpair and
anguifh at the fight of Man in Paradife, and
remember that their care for us, is like that
Hellifh Kindnefs which perfwaded the happy
Innocent to eat 1in order to be a God: 1 have
now fhewn how dangerous it i1s for private
Perfons to meddle with the Affairs of Go-
vernment, from feveral Confiderations: Firf,
Becaufe fuch a Prattice 1s apt to inake us too
wife 1n our own Conceit, ever to be thankful
Secondly, That there 1s Danger from our Ig-
norance. 7#irdly, From the Prejudice of Paf.
{fions. Fourthly, From the Biafs of Party. This
was the firft thing I propounded. -

I come now to my 24 general Hedd ;
namely, to fhew that if a Wile Man was
pretty {ure that fome parts of the Publick
Adminiftrations would admit of better Ma-
‘nagement, yet fhould he be very careful how
he exprefs’d his Sentiments in {fuch Cafes, and
fuffer neither the Wifdom, nor the Care of
the Government, to be made the Common

"Topicks of Refletion. )
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We have fhewn how very Dangerous it is
for private Men to concern themfelves in
Matters of State, becaufe they lye under fo
many Incapacities of making right Judg-
ments. But however, let us for once {uppofe

them as Wile as they are in their own Eyes,
and that they really fee farther into things

than thofe that fit at the Helm, yet is it un-
juftifiable to expofe the Failings and leflen

the Credit of the Royal Proteltion.
I {hall fhew the Sinfulnefs of this Pratice,

upon thefe Two Accounts,
1/¢, Asit’sa Breach of Humanity.

2dly, As it’s Deftruétive of the Ends of
Government.

1//, As it’s a Breach of Humanity.

It 1s an indipenfable Gofpel-Duty, that
we fpeak Evil of no Man, but with a kind
Concern conceal the Slips and Infirmities of
~ our Neighbour.

It then this Charitable Tendernefs be due
to the meaneft Pealant, and we can’t expole his
Weaknefs -without a Breach of Duty ; how
much more i1s fuch Behaviour due to the
Sacred Perfon that reprefents the Authority
of Heaven?

If Charity mult think no Evil, but bear
all things, believe all things, hope all things,

and endure all things; can Loyalty be lefs
patient, lefs humble, lefs eafie, or lefs fubmif=

five? Ic would be f{trange Madnefs to ima-

gine that thofe in Authority are debarr’d the
C Treat-
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Treatment, to which the reft of Mankind
are entitled by the Laws of Humanity ; or
that what 1s Sinful towards our Neighbour,
15 not- more exceeding Sinful when ated
againit our Soveraign. The Eminence of
Station to which Princes are exalted, and
the numerous Advantages owing to their
Protection, require {o great degrees of Re-
fpect and Reverence, that to publifh their
Mifcarriages, 1s worfe than expofing a Fa-
ther’s Nakednefs. And he that dares think
of {fuch Perfons but as other Men, is fcarce
lefs abfurd, than they who held them to be
real Gods. |

To do to others as we defire to be us’d
our felves, is one of the Fundamental Arti-
cles of Natural Religion ; and upon this
Principle 1t 1s, that all Mankind lie under
an Obligation to mutually conceal and pafs by
Infirmities and Milcarriages.

It is impoflible in any Station of Life to
be free from them, and unlefs mutual For-
bearance, charitable Conftruétion, and a for-
giving Temper concur to heal the Breaches
that human Infirmity is always making in
the focial Duties, Society could never have
been maintain’d, or tlie Comforts of 1t en-
joy’d by Mankind.

Now in the exalted parts of Life, the
greateft Difhiculties are found, to exercife the
Wifdom, Courage and Integrity, of thofe

whom Providence has placed there. And
accord-
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accordingly the %reate[’c Abilittes can no more
be {uppofed to be free from Milcarriagés in
thofe nice and important Affairs, which be-
long to the higheft Station, than meaner
Capacities in a lower Scene. And therefore
to watch the Steps of the Magiltrate, and
remark his Slips with a malicious Care, is
againft the Common Laws of Humanity. -

But how much higher does it make thefe
Duties of Love and Refpe&t arife, when we
coniider our Prince as receiving his Authority
from God, and commiffion’d to govern in
his Name ? For, can we imagine that God’s
Vicegerent, to whom he has committed the
Protetion and Government of part of the
Creation, may be treated with the leaft de-
- gree of Difrefpect ¢ Sacred is the Perfon,

and inviolable his Power, who is fo imme-
diately the Minifter of God, the great and
awful Inftrument of Providence for the good
of Mankind. And we might as humbly
pretend to find fault with Providence it
felf, and queftion the Juftice and Wifdom of
God, when our Condition is not fo good as
we could wifh, as to make bold with his
Reprefentative, and cenfure every Aftion of
his which we Jddge not for our good.
Thus to tnfult the Throne, is building a fe-
cond Babel, and will be accounted War with

Heaven,

L 2 24y,
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2dly, This pradtice of Difparaging the Go-
vernment, 15 Deftruttive of the Ends of Go-
vernment.

One great {upport of Authority, is the
refpeét which the Perfons, who are invefted
with it, maintain inthe Opinton of Mankind.
Now perfonal Excellencies and Abilities as
naturally make them confiderable,as notori-
ous failings, and follies bring them into Con-
tempt. ’Tis therefore an Injury very diffi-
cult to repair, to expofe the ill Condult of
any one, becaufe it either vilfifies the Wif-
dom, or brings in queftion the Honefty of
the Accufed, and defervedly leaves upon the
Authors of it, the Charaéter of bad Chrifti-
ans, and bad Neighbours. But when the

- Condult of Princes is affaulted with Cen-
{fure and’ Reproach, thofe concerned in it,
muit be accounted the worft of Subjelts:
Becaufe the Supream Authotity by fuch
Praltice 1s weaken’d, and 1ts Commands re-
ceived with Difref{pett.

The Authority of Princes, ’tis true, is
founded in their Commifificn trom God, and
Obedience is a neceflary Duty of the Subjeéi:
But this Obligation cannot be fuppofed to
have a greater Influence 1n this Cafe, than;
in other inftances of Chriftian Duty; and,
therefore unlefs the Majefty of Princes be;
guarded by fome other Fences than this, Re-
bellion may {ometime or other prove as or-

Ydinary and common, as the Breach of any}
| Duty]
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Duty of the Gofpel. The LLaws indeed of all
Government, provide againft Difobedience by
the greateft Penaltics, and Princes have in
their Hands fufficient Power to infli¢t thole
Punifhments ; but if “the ‘Slgirit of Cenfure,
and Calumny, and feditions Remonitrance
againft them be rais’d, and diffufe 1ts felf
thro’ the Body of the People, the Hands of
the Prince muft be too weak to execute the
Laws upon fuch numerous Offenders. The
Authors therefore and Encouragers of bold
and {landerous Refle@tions upon their Rulers,
take the readieft way to ruin their Authority,
endanger their Pérfons, and bring the Cala-
mities of War and Bloodihed upon a Nation.
And altho’ they do not takeup Armsagainlt
their Governors, yet are they the Encoura-
gers of Faltion, the Trumpeters of Sedition,
and the Authors and Maimntainers of that
Fire, which unlefs fed by the fuel of Defa-
mation and Libel, would neither at firflt have
broke out into a Flame, nor continued Raging
to the Defolation of the Publick.. Surely
therefore they are without Underftanding,
that thus work Wickednefs, that labour to
betray their Fellow-Subjefts into Ruin and
Mifery, and make Profelytes to Rebellion;
that fow the Seeds of Difquiet, and work up
Mens Minds into {uch imaginary Fears, till
they Dread their ownSovereign in Peace, more
than the cruelielt Enemy in War. But per-
haps a Perfon can plainly demonftrate, that
- C3 ~ the
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the Government is not fo Wife as it might
be. What then? Is he by bringing down
its Authority, and’ making People weary and
impatient under it, as Dutiful as he fhould be ?
Is he not both by Birth and Condition a
Subjet, where then i1s his Duty in repining,
or the Propriety of his meddling with the
Adminiftrations of Government. For,an en-
tire Submiflion, an humble Acquiefcence is
as much his Duty, as ’tis that of his Prince
to govern well. Loyalty and Obedience are
but -meer Names, if as often as we diflike
we may reproach the Government. If every
vain Dreamer may fancy {trange 'profpefts
of Danger, and then accufe and aiperfe the
prefent Safety. But he will fay, how can
any Englifh Heart be unconcern’d, if he faw
the whole Nation falling into Ruin: Alas!
vain Man, how could any Chriftian Soul be
unaflli&ed, if a Plague was fent amonglt us ¢
but muft he therefore raife a Party againit
Heaven, and teach People to murmur at
Providence ? No, moft furely. His Afliééi-
on muft be exercis’d in a patient Submiffion,
and his Mourning break forth in Humility.
He muft feek for Help, not by paflionate Re-
fentments, but in Meeknefs, by Supplications
and Prayers, that God would pleafe either to
divert or fanctify the common Calamity.
Thus muft we obey both God and our
Queen, if we delire to be erther Religtous
or Loyal, Nothisg belongs to us, but to

att
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a& the meck and quiet part, and becalm and
patient, if not thankful for every Method of
Protettion. For, no Mifmanagement -can
cancel the Duties of Allegiance and Refpect,
or make it pardonable to fpeak Evil of fuch
Authority. S |
But we are bound by the firilteét Ties, as
Men, Chriftians, and Subje&s, to do. all we
can to keep both our felves and others from
every difloyal Thought, Word or Altion.
For, it plainly appears, that to Difparage our
Rulers and [effen their Authority, isa Breach
of the Laws of Humanity, and Deftruttive
to the Ends of Government. But I can’t
leave this ‘Head, without befeeching many
of us to look to ourfelves in this Point. For;
it muft be fpoken to our Shame, that there
1s nothing more common amongft us, than
the Difparaging of Government. We fall
rudely upon the Royal Adminiftrations, and
boldly queftion and dilpute the Wifdom of
every ltep of Government. Nay, we work
our Bramns, and are even uneafie, till we can
make out a Fault. To {tudy and expofe
Failings 1n the Publick Management, is as
ufual a- Method of Signalizing our Sagacity,
as ’tis for the Critick to labourata fine Piete,
till he has diltinguilh’d himfelf either by
finding or making a Blunder. °Tis a melan-
choly Task to defcribe the Workings of this
bafe Spirit of State-Criticiiin. Whilft the
Learned World has but here and there a
| C 4 Genius



- (24) ‘

‘Genius that pretends he was made on pur-
pole to find Fault with Homer and Virgil.
"The Political State {warms with an Infinity,
that aft as if they were Born for no other
End than to fpeak Evil of Princes. It is
now, thatalmoft every third Perfon you meet
comes loaded with Schemes and Demonftra-
tions that the Government i1s contriving
vour Ruin, that you are loft to all Human
Means, and that nothing but a Miracle can
fave you. They haunt and torment with
new Difcoveries, and will allow you neither
Senfe nor Reafon, unlefs, with them, you’ll de-
fpife the Wildom, and diftruft the Care of the’
Government. But let fuch Mifcreant Heads
tremble at impending Thunder; ler them
know, - that he whois God above, 1s Prince
below ; -and that to Reproach Her who Reigns
on Earth, 1s to Infult that Majeity which
Reigns in Heaven. Let them know, thatto
bear about Evil Reports, and raife Difcon-
tent in the Subjeét, is as far from true Loy-
alty, as carrying Arms, and heading "T'roops
of Rebels; and that they who fo refift, {hall
receive to themfelves Damnation.

There are mo Sins which betray a more
profligate Mind, or call for greater Venge-
ance than our rude Infults, our feditious Be-
haviour towards our Sovereign. To leflen
her Authority, to dilgrace her Government,
and teach her People to murmur againft her,

will, at the Day of Judgment, make us wijh
LOF
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for Mountains to fall on ws, and Seas to cover us.
"Twill be a fad moment when the Diforders
of a Faftion fhall be laid to our Charge,
when Troops of Malecontents fhall make us
an{wer for their Sins, and we muft bear the
Punifhment of a Seditious Nation! when the
ﬁ:eat tremendous Judge of all the World

all lay before us our reftlefs Heats, and re-
bellious Muarmurings againft our Gover-
nours! when he fhall vindicate the Honour
of injur’d Majefty, and lay to our Charge
this fad Aggravation, that whatever we have
done againft our Prince, we have done it
againft him! Will it then be any Pleafure to
remember the furious Scene of Life? Any
Satisfaltion to recolle¢t the Triumphs of Ini-
quity ? Will it then be any Joy to look back
upon the paffionate unruly Part we have
ated, what Difloyalty we have taught our
Brethren, what Trouble and Care we have
occafion’d our Sovereign ¢ Will it be any
Comfort to review the fraudulent Arts of
Faltion, the deceitful Clamours of Party?
No, no; as well might Satan rejoyce that he
made War with Heaven, as fucﬁ unhappy
Wretches for carrying on-a Faétion againit
their Governours.

But feeing, as it plainly appears, the fpeak-
ing Evil of Government, and cenfuring its
Condu&t, is {fo great a Breach of the Laws
of Humanity, {o inconfiftent with the End
of Government, and confequently {o deftru-

¢tive to the Peace of Society, I fhall 3.
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3. Enquire very briefly into the Caufe of
this {fo abominable Praltice, and why it comes
to be now the common Fault of almolt all
degrees of Men amonglt us.

A little Obfervation on the Workings of
human Nature, will inform.us, that there
are certaimn Vices, as well as Virtues, thag
hang together as it were in a Chain, and are
link’d by an infeparable Union. Plant but
fuch Roots, and you may depend upon your
Fruit; for, neither Grapes grow on Thorns,
nor Figs on 'Fhiftles. But if the Tree may
be known by its Fruit, we need not look
long for the Root of thefe rebellious Branch-
es. They certainly {pring from thefe two
fundamental Errors, that have of late been
improved and propagated with no common

Induftry and Artifice.
1. 'That Princes have all thexwr Authority

from the People.
2. That they may be refifted and depos’d

wpon occafion.

I {hall not fpend any time 1n proving the
Fallity and Bafenefs of thefe Propolfitions, this
being already as fufficiently prov’d, by many
worthy Divines of our Church, as any Ar-
¢icle of the Chriftian Farth: 1 fhall only at
prefent obferve, how deltructive they are to

the Peace of Society, and how naturally taey
lead their Profeflors into rude, reftlefs, and

difloyal Behaviour towards Government.

I might
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I might appeal to univerfal Experience

that {uch and fuch a Praltice has always gone
along with fuch a Set of Principles, and that
they who have held wrong Notions of Sove-
raignty, have never fail’d to be as blameable
in their Conduét. And tho’ it often happens
that People a&t fhort of good Principles, yet
1s it feldom or ever known they live better
than they believe. For, as good Principles
have the Corruptions of our Nature, the Sol-
licitations of ill Men, and the Temptations
of the Devil to contend with ; {o are all thefe
on the fide of bad ones, which malzs their
Influence too powerful not to be obey’d.
- And as Experience teftifies, that they who
imbibe fuch abfurd and unchriftian Do&¥rines:
are always Delpifers of Majefty, and averfe
to the meek and gentle Duties of religious
Loyalty; {fo does Reafon teach us, that fuch
Behaviour is the natural and neceflary Refult
ot their Principles.

He that holds his Prince to have all his
A.uthority from the People, muft fecretly de-
ride the Name of Majefty, and laugh at the
empty Title of Supream: For, what is it but
Pageantry and Mock-Honour, for a Being to
Lord it over his Mafters, and pretend to go-
vera them from whom he derives all his
Power of Government? Was the Potter to
make his Veflel to Supream Honour, and
then call it his Soveraign Lord, he would juft
regard it as the Man efteems his Prince that

he
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he knows is but a Creature of his own. It
1s indeed abf{olutely impoflible, in the very
nature of things, to keep up any inward Re-
verence, or awful Regard for the Preroga-
tive, whilft we derive it from {fo mean an
Original. Such People may approach the
Yhrone with Titles of Gracious Soveraign,
and Serene Majelty, and -be mighty dutiful
fo long as they {hine with 1ts Brightnefs, or
govern unrler 1its Proteftion; but no {ooner
does the Being begin to atl-as if it was a
Prince, or its Prerogative real, but the Pa-
geantry Is difcover’d, the Plot unravell’d, and
the Sceptred Majefty dwindled into a State-
Machine. Thus a Perfon that believes Chri-
itianity to be founded on fecular Policy, may
be a great Devoro whilit he reaps the Bene-
fits of its Influence ; but no fooner does it clafh
with his Interett, and obftruét his worldly De-
figns, but he pulls oft his Mask, and lets you
know, that this or any other Religion has all
its Obligations from the Confent of the Peo-
ple; that none ought to be encourag’d any
longer than it’s fubfervient to our Intereft;
and, that no one 1s oblig’d to ferve God for
nought. Thus do falfe Notions concerning
the Origin of Religion and Government,
equally deftroy all true Piety towards God,
and Loyalty towards our Prince. 1In either
cafe we {hall live as falfe as we believe; it
being moft certain, that every Error in Faith

i1s a Foundation of erroneous Praétice. 1If
we
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we look upon Soveraignty to be only a State-
Thing drefs’d up with Grandeur to ferve a
Turn, a Contrivance of human Wit, our
Obedience will rife no higher than Formali-
ty and Grimace, and we {hall be only occa-
fional Conformiits to a little outward Cere-
mony: But we {hall be Strangers to thofe
Impreflions of Awe and Veneration, that
profound Refpect and humble Deference
which make up the Beauty and Comelinefs
of Loyalty. And indeed it would be very
{ftrange if we fhould not, that we fhould put
" a Being in a Station to execute our Orders,
wait our Demands, and then be terrify’d
with its Grandeur, that we fhould tremble
at the Executioner of our own Pleafure, and
dread a Power that 1s derived from us. This
Do&trine makes Government, at the beft, to
be but a ufeful piece of empty Pomp, and
expofes the fubmiflive and gentle Virtues of
Obedience as ridiculous and abfurd. It digs
up the very Roots of every dutiful Affeéti-
on, and takes away the Foundarion of ali
virtuous and Loyal Behaviour. They there-
fore that maintain it, ought no more to be
entrufted with the Interefts of Princes, thar
Atheifts with the Care of Religion; when
the latter can approach the Altar with De-
votion, then may the former addrels the

Throne with Loyalty.
The other fundamental Error which I am
to take notice of, as having the {fame perni-
CIOWS
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cious Effe® upon our Manners, is that of
Refifting and Depofing our Prince. Now
befides the Wickednefs of this Principle,
whenever it leads us into Action, it has this
farther Aggravation, that it always keeps us
in a bafe Temper, and 1ll-difpofed towards
our Governour. It is a Sedirious Root, that
1s conftantly {hooting forth Branches of Per-
verfenefs, that overfpreads the Soul with
mafterly -and infulting Paflions, and makes us
uncapable of performing an humble Obedi.
ence to our Soveraign. It if attended witha
profligate Boldnefs, that’s too proud to Obey,
too hardned to Fear, and thoughtlefs enough
to attempt any thing. It unprepares a Man
for any thing that’s Loyal, unhallows the
Breaft where it harbours, and ipirits up Dif~
order and Rebellion. 1It’s as contrary to a
true Senfe of Majefty, and the Dignity of
Regal Power, as Darknefs is to Light. The
Prerogative has nothing of Grandeur or Au-
thority, nor will any Enfigns of Majefty
command an aw{ul Efteem, when 1t’s made
the Duty of the Subjett to be govern’d as
they pleafe. ‘The Sacred Perfon is only
cloath’d with Majefty, as with their Livery,
and may be fiript at therr Diicretion. Ac-
cording to this T'enet, Human Life may be
compar’d to a Theatre, where the Majefty
of Kings and Queens firikes no Terror on

thofe that aét the contrary part.
The

e e
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'The Men of this Stamp can have no more
Regard for their Soveraign than any other
Perfon employ’d in their Service, they having
nothing to ground their Refpeét upon, but
the Judgment they make of his performing
his part well; {o that they can only love and
refpeét him for the bulk, of the Service he
does them. He has no Title to his Place but
Merit, and no Title to Merit but what they
pleafe to allow him. ‘They are committed
to his Care, juft as a Servant is entrufted
with the Government of his Mafter; {o long
as he {irikes in with their Inclinations, and
executes their Pleafure, he may be call’d Su-
pream, and fit in a Throne; but if he dares
to rejelt their fantaftick Defigns, he may be
brought as a Criminal to an ignominious
Block, and fall a bloody Sacrifice to his of-
tended Lords. -

For, every Step of Government that does
not gratify {fuch People, puts them upon the
thought of Change, or at leaft of repriman-
ding Majefty into better Behaviour. This
difcretionary Power keeps them always rea-
dy charg’d for Attack; they are tender of ill
Ufage, and ever dreaming of the Liberty of
the Subjelt. By knowing they may Refift,
they are always ready, and watching the -
occafion, and may be truly call’d a ftanding
Army difciplin’d by Prigciple to awe the Pre-
rogative,

This
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This may fuffice to thew how naturally
thefe Principles difpofe us to rude and info-
ient Behaviour towards Government.

I have now gone through the chief part
of my Delign, and have laid before you the
feveral Reafons why every good Subje&t
fhould have a care of examining too nicely
the Conduét of his Prince; 1. Left he be-
come too wife 1n his own Conceit ever to be
thankful or pleas’d with any thing; 2. Lef
he diflike things through his Ignorance, the
Violence of Paflions, or the Byafs of Party.

- I have likewife made it appear, that though
we could really difcover a Flaw 1n the Con-

du& of our Governour, that to publifh fuch
Mifmanagement, ratfe Di{content in the Sub-
ject, and leflen the Credit and Authority of
our Soveraign, is a Practice wicked and abo-
minable, contrary to the Laws of Humanity,
and deftruétive of the Ends of Government,
and the Peace and Welfare of Society. I have
alfo enquir’d how the difparaging and {peak-
ing evil of Government, comes to be the fa-
fhionable Iniquity of thefe prefent Times,
and have found it to arife from fome rebel-

lious Principles, concerning the Origin and
Nature of Government.’

I come now, in the laft place, to make a
ceneral Application of what has been faid to

the happy Occafion of this Day.
As
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As the beft of Religions hds been always
either more or.lefs rent with Schilms, {o'is
it the common -Fate of the beft of Govern-
merts, to be weakened with Sedition. The
happieft Inftitutions, whether Sacred or Ci-
vil, though never fo divine and excellent,
have been always, by numbers of People,
oppos’d, accus’d, and condemn’d, with the
moft paflionate Abhorrence. No wonder
then that the fame Spirit of Error fhould
be difcontent at the Bleflings of Peace.
A Peace! which nothing but the molt
confummate Wifdom, and laborious Care,
blefs’d with Providence, could have pro-
cur’d us. A Peace! which if we confider
how much it was wanted, the moft {fea-

fonable . if how little expeéted, the moft
joyful ; if how well manag’d, the moft
profitable ; if how much oppos’d, the moit
fuccefstul ; that ever Nation had to glory
of. A Peace! which reftores us to all the
Happinets which equitable Laws, a hea-
venly Religion, liberal Arts, a rich Sail,
kind Climate, skilful Induftry, and Hou-
rithing Trade, can give us. A Peace!
whether wé confider the Royal Heart that
contriv’d and finifb’d t, or the faithful
Labours of her wife and truifty Minilters,
has fuch endearing Circumilances, fuch
matter for Joy and Gratjrude, that it’s
amazing there fhould be any found fo

hardy
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hardy as to cavil at it. But it is pre-
tended, that the Terms are Difadvantage-
ous, and that we had it in our Power to
have made the. Enemy f{ubmit to better.
- Now here let thefe knowing Men anfwer
ferioufly to thefe Queftions. Are they not

of the number of thofe, who have been fo
 long managing the Aflairs of Nations, that
~ they are too wife 1n their own Conceit to
be pleas’d or thankful for any thing? That
have concerned themfelves fo much with
" the Government, that they can’t bear to be
~ Governed? Arethey not fuch, as being ex-
 cluded from any fhare in the Publick Ad-
 miniftrations, are under a natural Incapa-
city of feeing into the true ftate of Things?

- That from little Scraps of falfe Knowledge,
take upon them to abufe Schemes cons
~triv’d and manag’d with the higheft Wif-
"dom and Integrity ¢ Or farther, Are they
not of that fort, whofe mutinous Paffions
will not {ufter them to be ealy and con-
tent, or approve things that are excellent?
Are they not fo fond of fome imaginary
Draught of their own, that they would
rather facrifice their Country, than have
its Happinefs owing to a contrary Scheme?
Does not this make them unthankful un-
der the greateft Bleflings, repine at Hap-
pinefs, and ready to curfe a Proteétion
that’s thruft upon them ¢ Have they not
B fuch
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fuch Prejudice againft Men in Authority,
as may difcolour their wifeft Aftions, and
make them uneafy under their moft pro-
{perous Condult? Or, laftly, Are they not
deep i1n a Party, and fo like or diflike, juft
as that Spirit direéts them ¢ Are they not
forc’d by the Power of Principle, to refufe
Happinefs from fuch Hands, and condemn
their Proceedings whether right or wrong?
If thefe Men will fay, they have neither
Ignorance, Paflions, or Party, to hinder
them - from being good Judges of thele
Matters, they can’t expect to be believed ;
and {o long as they are under fuch Impedi-
ments, they ought not to expett therr Judg-
ments f{hould be regarded : Nay, they
have no Right to any more Candour and
Civility, than thofe, who either to advance
fond Schemes of their own, or gratify
¢heir impure Lufts, difpute the Providence
of God, and would perfwade us to chrow
off the Burthen of Religion. |
In fhort, either this Affair of Peace is
manag’d to the beft Advantage, or it is
not; if it 1s, then let thofe who dare mur~
mur at it, look to themfielves: Betrer were
it for them that a Mill-flone were tied ahout
thetr Neck, and they were cast into the Sea,
than to live difturbing Society, and pre-
venting the Bleflings of the Wifet Con-
duct. Thus to reward the Wifdom and
D2 Care
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Care of our -gracious Sovereigh, to ftand
perverfély bent againft her Kindnefs, and
not fuffer her t0 make us happy, is a Pra-
{tice that will fadly fill up the Meafure of
onr Iniquity, and make our Conditcion like
that of Tyre and - Sidown.

And if it 15-not manag’d to the beft Ad-
viiitage, yét is it no lefs finful, to reproach
it, and teach Péople to be uneafy and reft-
lefs.under it. For,we have mage it plain-
ly dppear under our fecond general Head,
that to fpéak Evil of Princes, and weaken
their Authorjty by blaming their Condu&;,
15 d diret Violation of the Laws of Hu-
manity, defirutive of the Ends of Go-
vernment, and the Peacc of Society. So
that if we fhould grant that which no-
thihg but Ignorance, Paflion, or Party
would fuppofe, namely, that things might
Itve been better ordered; yet thole that
are fo undutiful as to accufe and expofe
thein, are pronounc’d Sinners by the ex-
prefs Voice both of Reafon and Revela-
tion. . . .

2. Does it appear that our rude diloyal
Behaviour towards Government, cenfuring
and abufing its Conduét, is owing to {fome
fundamental Errors we are taught, cons
cerning the Nature and Origin of Govern-
ment, and Meafures of Obedience to its
then let the Publifhers of thefe fatal Do-

ctrines
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&rines ferioufly confider, what will be the
Fruit of fuch guilty Labours, and what
Reward they muft expeét in Heaven, for
adding to the Corruptions of Human Na-
ture, teaching Men to be Wicked out of
Principle, and making that their Duty,
which the Scripture makes Damnation.
To {pread abroad Doltrines that are in-
confiftent with any of the focial Duties,
is to contradit the Defigns of Religion ;
but to publifh Notions that take away
the Authority of Government, and necef-
farily induce People to be Infolent, and
mutinous under it, 1s exalted Villany.

But may thofe concern’d in that Wicked
Caufe, whither guided by Intereft or
Confcience, fo at laft learn to fear God,
and honowr their Queen, as neither to per-
vert his Words, nor attack her Preroga-
tive. May they return to Chriftian Mea-
fures of Obedience and Submiffion to her,
and with truly penitent and loyal Hearts,
make publick Confeflion that they have
Sinned againft Heaven and Her, and are
no more worthy to be called Her Sub-
jects. o ’

But; Se’condlg{, Have thefe Notions {o
pernicious Effelts upon our Manners ? Let
this teach us to keep clofe to found Doc-
trine, and exhort one another to preferve
with Diligence, and profefs with Boldnefs,

thofe
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thofe good old Principles of our Religion,
concerning the Divinity of our Soveraign’s
Authority, and the abfolute Paffive Obe-
dience we owe to Her. Since it appears,
that thefe Doftrines are not only taughe
by the Holy Ghoft, and the cleareft De-
du&ions of Reafon, but are likewife of
the laft Importance to the fupport of Go-
vernment, and the peace and welfare of
Society. We 1ndeed are {ometimes told,
that thefe things are State-Marters, which
have nothing to do with Chriitian Duty,
any farther than the Laws of the Land
dire& us 5 and that the Clergy go out
of their Sphere, when they pretend to
fertle thefe Points. But I hope we {hall
have Senfe enough to know, and Courage
enough to affert, that we have Commif-
fion, nay, Command from Heaven, to
charge it upon our Flocks, as they hope
for Happinefs, to be entirely Subjeét and
pafiively Obedient to Government. For
’tts a moral Duty of mmmutable Obliga-
tion, founded in the Eternal Nature and
Reafon of things, and farther Eftablifhed
by the exprefs word of God. Therefore
the faithful Ambaflador of Chrift, will no
more ceafe to maintain the Divine Autho-
riry of Kings, and the entire Obedience
of the Subjelt, becaufe they may be cal-
led Matters of State, than he will give

up
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up the Articles of our Faith, becaufe fome
are pleafed to call them Matters of meer
Speculation. |

. Thirdly, Is this the Cafe with our Com-
-plainers, that they are uneafie at the Peace,
‘becaufe they can’t help fancying fome ill
Confequences of it?

I ask, are they Sincerely willing to pre-
vent them? If fo, let them learn to be
meek and lowly, and forbear to difpleafe
'God, by difregarding his Vicegerents. For,
whilft they break out into Murmurings
and fa&ious Complaints, and behave them-
felves with Ingratitude and Infolence to-
wards our Sovereign, fuppoling things to
be ever fo well managed, they will bring
a Curfe upon them, and provoke Heaven
to difappoint our Wileft Councils. So that
if they fhould live to fee any of thofe
imaginary Ills befal us, which they now
fo vainly and wickedly prefage; if the
Peace fhould be lefs lafting, or lefs profi-
table, than our Good Queen imagin’d,
not unto Her, not unto Her Miniftry, but
unto their finful Ingratitude, and fedicious
Lives, muft the Fault be laid. But if, on
the contrary, we would all betake our
{elves to fincere Repentance, and hedrtily
endeavour to reform our Lives; would we
but take-a true care to recommend our
felves to the favour of God, by firictly
| dii-
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difcharging every Duty of the Chriftian
Life, in every inftance of Piety, Loyalty,
Charity, and Temperance, this wauld be
a good Foundation for a lafting Peace, and
all other Bleflings of Life. If there fhould
be fome failure of Wildom in any pro-
ceedings of Government, yet if we be-
haved our felves under them, with Thank-
fulnefs and Humility, neither diftrufting
the Providence of God, nor difgracing the
Condué&t of our Queen, this would be a
likely means to profper our Defigns, and
have That fupply’d by Divine Providence,
which was wanting in Human Council.
They therefore that by ungrateful rebel-
lious Complaints, create a reftlefs and un-
dutiful Deportment in the Subjeét, are
juftly to be reckoned a Curfe upon the
Nation, and fuch as prevent the Bleflings
of the Wifeft Management.

Fourthly, If it be always a Crime to
fpeak Evil of our Governour, and cherifh
Difcontent againit Government, how much
more Sinful is it again{t {fuch a Gover-
nour, as our moft Gracious Sovereign, and
at fuch a Part of Her Government, as
might endear the worft of Tyrants to
our Affe&tions ? If we confider the Glo-
ries of her Reign, and review the Blefled
Years, ’tis all but one uninterrupted Bright-

nefs. No Spirit of Tyranny, no hafty
' Projelts,
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Projefls, no want of Care, no defelt in
Wifdom, no negleét of Holy Things, can
caft the leaft Blemifh on Her Condutt.

But Her Government, like that of Pro-
vidence, has been a well-order’d Scheme
of Management, where all things have
worked together for our good.

Whilit War was neceflary, we had all
the Bleflings which Vittorious Arms could
give ; but as She {ent out her Troops, not
thirfty of Blood, or in love with Battel,
but to compofe Contzntions dangerous to
Britain ; {o no fooner had She Rival Prin-
ces in Her Power, but pitying the walfte
of every Nation, form’d them into Peace.
She has now call’d home happy Brizaizs
from Seas of Blood, and Toils of War,
Expence of Life and Wealth, to reap the
folid Bleflings of Peace, to grow Great
in quiet, and enjoy the Friendfhip of
every Nation. |

And whiHt thus the State thrives and
triumphs under Her Proteltion, how does
our Church rejoyce 1n her true Defender,
whilft She fees her faithful Sons encoura-
raged. to be good, whilit to defend her
Rights, is to obtain AN N A’ Favour?
W hilft She {ees the Princely Heart eager in
the Caufe of God, firm to the Faith, as
undaunted Martyr’s, zealous in Devotion,
and both in Principle and Praltice unchan-

E geably
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geably good! Thou Great, Dear Offspring
of Great CHARLES, how does his
Royal Virtues fhine in Thee ! Glorious
in every Excellence, that can grace a Chri-
itian, adorn Government, and blefs a Na-
tion'! |
- "How {trange is it, my Brethren, that
She who has all along thus fecur’d our Lives,
Liberty, and Fortunes, She that has been
-thus true to every Duty towards God, f{o
 tender of every Right of Her Subjelts, and
fo Hearty to our general Welfare, fhould
need to entreat Her Subjelts to be eafie
under Her Government, and not Reproach
Her Care ? Is 1t not enough of Shame,
that we once reviled, perfecuted and con-
demned the beft of Kings, but we mult
repeat thofe Murmurs, and raife again
thefe Difcontents under a Government
equally glorious ¢ But as we have any
fear of God, or expeltation of his Judg-
~ tents, let us return to a truly Loyal be-

haviour, and by better Obedience deliver
our felves from the guilt of our Forefathers
Rebellion. For; how can we tell where
we fhall ftlop, or to what Extravagance
we fhall not proceed, if Blefling and Prof-
perity can make us thus reftlefs 7 Ol there-
fore, let - us cafl out this Evil Spirit of dif-
content, and with Hearts truly pious and
loyal, adore’ the Providence of God, and

* Pg
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be thankful for the Care of the beft of -

QUEENS, for this happy and-honoura--
~ ble Peace. Let this important Bleiling
raife in our Soul fuch ftrong Sentiments of
Joy and Gratitude, as may make us long, -
to make all the Returns we can, both. to
God, and our Gracious Sovereiga. |
Let our Souls magnifie the Lord, and oar

Spirits rejoyce in God our Saviowr ; let them,
praife the Lord for héis Goodnefs, and continu-
ally declare this, and all other Wonders thar -
be doth for the Children of Men ; let us with
united Voices, and united Hearts, beg of
Heaven to blefs Her Majefty with length
of Days; and that finally, after this Life
ended, She may be tranilated to a more
glorious State, to live, rejoyce, and reign
amongft the Thrones, Principalities, and
Powers of Heaven. Now to God the Father,
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