Massachusetis,

BY HIS EXCELLENCY

EVI LINCOLN;

GOVERNOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS,

Ix the enjoyment of the richest Blessings of a Beneficent Provi-
dence, the People of this Commonwealth have been carried through
another Revolution of the Seasons, and now, at the close of an abun-
dant Harvest, with pious and grateful Hearts, they will seek to render
to the Sovereicy Disposer of all events—the BountirunL GIvEr of

every Good, their united tribute of ACKNOWLEDGMENT, ADORATION,
and Praise.

With the advice and consent of the Executive Council, I therefore
invite them to observe THURSDAY, THE FIRST DAY OF
DECEMBER NEXT, in offices of public TuHaxkseiviNeg to Almighty
God, for the unmerited and unnumbered riches of his Grace confer-
red upon them, individually, and in their relations to the Community,
through the past year. Let them consecrate the Day to the Worship
and Homage of their Maker, and in Christian Communion in their

respective Con"re,qtlo,ns, adore that Mercy which has spared their |

lives, and given them capacmeh and - ep}mrtumues Hor social, intellec-

tual, and religious lmprowement In (levout meditation ﬂ[ld prayer,

may they recogniz¢ the maplfcstatmni of*'Dlyane Favor twards them,
in the enjoyment of Hea[th while Pestllence has- been permitted to
desolate distant Places ,—m the preservatlon of Peace, while War has

-

ravaged other Countries ;—in the Institutions of Civil Government,
which have secured to them personal liberty, and the exercise of the
right of private judgment ;—in Literary and Charitable Associations,
which are directed to enlightening the minds, and elevating and expan-
ding the affections of Men ;—in the possession of the Sacred Scriptures,
in their simplicity and purity, by which they have a knowledge of the
revealed will of God, and the hope of Salvation through the Ministry
and Mediation of their Blessed Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.

And while with grateful Hearts they recount the Blessings by
which this Nation is distinguished above all other People, may they
unite SuvepLicaTion with Tranksaivine to Heaven, imploring the con-
tinued smiles of Divine Providence upon our Beloved Country ;—that
the Union of the States may be confirmed and perpetuated ;—that the
Government may be one of Laws wisely framed and justly adminis-
tered ;—that intelligence, patriotism, virtue, and piety, may animate the
People, and a sense of responsibility, and faithfulness to duty, direct
their public Officers. And may the sincerity of their acknowledg-
ments of Dependence, and of their ascriptions of Praise, be manifested
by Sympathy for the Oppressed, and an active Charity in the relief of
the Destitute of their Fellow Men.

Given al the Couiu;ﬂ C’hgirhbér in Bosion, this sevenicenth day of Oclober, in

the year of our Lord, one thousand eight Lmndrec? and thirty-one, and in the fifty-sizth year of American Independence.
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By His Excellency the Governor, with the advice
and consent of the Council.

LEVI LINCOLN.

EDWARD D. BANGS, Secretlary.

God save the Commonwealth of JMassachusells.



