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A Thankigiving Sermon, &c.

PSALM cxxxix. 17, 18.

“ How precmm alfoare thy thoughts unto me, OGed ! how

gre at 1s the fum of them.
‘“ If 1 fhould count them, they are more in number than the

{fand.”’

"B IHIS Plalm is a fong of praife to God, for his
a]lieemg and watchful Providence, over his
creature Man ; for his innumerable mercies, freely,
difpenied to our unworthy race.

DAVID begins with an acknowledgement of the
divineOmnifcience. God knows all that1is 1n man,
cven 1 his moft fecret thoughts. Nothing is hid-
den from Him : We can, no thre, efcape the no-
tice of his alifeeing eye. The divine prefence is
with creatures in heaven, earth and hell. The
gioom of darknefs and the decp thades of night can-
net cover us from-His view ; or {ec us free from
his holy and righteous government.  His care over
us begins with the firft moment of our exiftence,
ard foilows us through every ftage ot our future
being, during the long g ages of eternity. '

In
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¥ confideration of this agency of God in our
creation, and of his providence in our prefervation,
the Pfalmilt refolves to {fpend his days and his
ftrength 1n praifing and extolling his great and ho-
ly name, and 1in alcribing thank{giving. to Him, who
had formed-him, fo cu-rlou(ly and wonderfully, and
had extended the care of his watchful providence o-
ver him, through the whole progrefs of his exift-
ence. -In contemplation of what God had wrought
for® him, - he breaks outin plous extaly, < How
“¢ precious alfo are thy thoughts unto me, G God ! bhow
“ greqt is the fum of them! If 1 fhould count them, they are
°“ snorcin numoer than toe fand.” -

THESE are the words feleCted to gmde our medi-
tations.and to enkindle our devotions upon this day
of our Thankfgiving and Praife to God. This
pafiage exprefies the mfinite love and compaflion
of God tomen : He 1s conftantly employed 1n- de-

viling and executing couniels of peace and good
will towards them. '

ALTHOUGH man s a creature {o poor and vile,
vet, the Univerfal Parent 1s, continually, engaged
to preferve him and do him good, to redeem him
‘from his low eftate and fet him in a place of fafety
and honour. His mercies, towards us, are new e-
very. morning, renewed every evening and frefh e-

very moment : great is his faithfulnefs.

THE unwearied Sun, who, from day to day, rolls
round the earth, to cheer and enlighten it, with his
glad{ome rays, 1s, but, a feeble emblem of the uni-
form.and uninterrupted care of God, to fuftain, to -
comfort, and to dlomfy his creature Man. Thole
thoughts of peace and good will towards us, which,

ke hath purpofedare precious, beyond all eftima-
tion :
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tion : the fum of his mercies is great, beyond all
comprehenfion, One might, as well, undertake to.

number the {tars and to count the partlcles of fand,
as to reckon the number of divine benefits, whlch
in copious, ceafelefs ftreams, are flowing forth to
worthlefs man. That ﬂ;‘ream, which, contmually,
flows to make glad the city of our God, 1s bound- -
lefs, as the ocean and vaft, as ‘eternpity. As -well
may we attemnpt to fathom the myﬁerles of (God’s '
InCOMpr ehenﬁble nature and attiibutes, as to meaf-
ure the. e‘;tent and to count the numbers of'his be-
nefits to his créatures.

'sucH is the purport of the Plalrmift’s language in
our text and it thould excite us at this trme,

FIRST, To recéunt the number “and’ 'the~great-
nefs of Divine benefits tous, and to our ﬁ.l}ew
men : .. And then, ]

SECONDLY, To improve thefe recolletions; as -,
motives, to enkindle, in our breafts, the graces of
humility, gratitude, praife and thankfdwmg to Al-
mighty God the Fountain and Author of all thefe

beneﬁts. | | And
FIRST, We aré to recount the number and - the

greatnefs of divine benefits to us, and to qur fellow

men.

IN contemplarmo- the rercies of our God and
Saviour, we cannothiope to recollet their infinite
multltude. ‘Their numbers will grow upon us,con-
tmuaﬂy, beyond all our powers of computation.
 The more, vigoroufly, we exert ourfelves, to reach
the fum a.nd extent of divine benefits, the more ji-
mitted and feeble will our faculties appear; the 'lefs
able, thall 'we find ourfelves, to comprehend the

height and the depth, the length and the breadth.of
that
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that wifdom and love of God, which is, daily, .exet-
cifed over us : Soon fthall we be loft in the 1mmen-
fity of divine mercies. And, yet, there is no fub-
jeét fo worthy of Gur attention, as this ; none which
can, fo effettually, convince ts of our obligations to
the Great Preferver of men; and fo highly, exalt

Hlm, in our veneration and gratitude.
* LET our tongues, then, utter the memory of his

goodnefs, and. his praife be, contunuzlly, in our
mouths. Blefs the Lord, O cur {ouls ; and for oet
not all his bencﬁto, And,where thall our lips begin
his praifes © Where {hall the growing numbers end ?
THE firlt thing, which, -in this exa]tled theme,
ftrikes our mind, isa fenfe of our own vilenefs, and
the guilt of our depl aved charater. What are we,
worms of yefterday, that, we {hould attempt to {can
the glories of the divine Majefty £ That, we fhould
utter the praifes of the eternal King ? We are {inners
before Him ; we are vile, as the beaits,which perifh.
We have been nourithed and brought up as chil-
dren, but we have f{inned and rebelled againft
him. We have merited every manifeftation of his .
difpleafure ; to be excluded from the {hightefl tokens
of hislove. Had he been {triét to mark, againft us,
cur iniquities, long €’er this, we muft have perithed
under the vials of his- wrath ; we wmult have funk
down to hell, with ali the nations who forget Gad.
e 1s God and not Man, therefore,1s 1t, that,we, the
{inful children of men, are not confum d. How
unfearchable the mercy of an holy God, that fuch:
guilty offenders, upon whom, he might have fore-
ver glorified his juftice, {thould be redeemed from
the curfe; and of heirs of wrath thould become the

fubjelts of faving rnercy |

. . - T4 THE

»
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THE firft and greateft inftance ofdivine goodnefs,
which thould meet the recolleétion, and enkindle the
thanktulnefs of {inners, is the gitt of a Saviour to re-
deem them from the deplorable ruins of their tran{-

oreflion and to reinftate them inthe favour and coms-

paffion of their heavenly Wather. Bleffed be God for bis
unfpeakable gift: That be bath [o loved the world, that ke
bath [pared bis swnSon, and, frezly,given bim up for us all,

that, with bim,alfo,be mmbf , freely,grve us all things.’I hat
blefling, which lies at thc foundation of all dwme

benefits to this fallen world, is the appointment of
our Lord Jefus Chrift, to mediate peace, between
heaven and earth. He has appeafed the Father’s
anger : He has turned, away, from men torrents
of Almighty wrath : He has opened the door of mer-
¢y, and brought down giits for the rebellzous.

ox his account, alone, are any favours and privi-
leges derived to the children of Adam. Itvery be-
neﬁu., conterred upon individuals, upen communi=
ties, upon the church of God, and upon the world
of men, is given i1n the name of Chrift, and on the
fole account, of what he has done and fuffered . 1
our nature, and i1n our rocm and {tead. Gratltude,
then, demands, that the appomtment and work ol
Chrilt, our Saviour be,at this ttme, and at all times,
firft, in our recolletion and, uppermoft, in our
hedrts, while, we are recounting the mercies of hea-
ven towards us. Chrift muft be acknowledged,
not only, as the firlt and greateft gift, but as “the
fum of all favours enjoy ed by us, " children of the
dult.

IN this view of our fubjeét, we are led to fpeak of
all our rehef from pain, all fufpenfion of the ex-

tremes of mifery and punifhment, as bountiful acts
B of
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iamininal il

of divine goodneis and forbearance thirougha Re-
deemer Let us record 1t, as a fovelelo'n blefling -
of heaven, that we are, in any degree, exempt from
pain, anguifh end defpair; that we are out of hell,
and a {pace of repentance and a moment’s reprieve re-
mains to us, from the depths of that mifery, into

which, we are plun oed by our fail.
NoT, only, are the favours enjoyed, by the fanc-

tified chiidren of God, the fruits and effefts of
Chrift’s mediation ; but, the eafe and reit, the joy
and confolation, which 1s, any where, and every
where, experienced among men, 1s his lovereign
oift and the reward of his purchafe. I.et us, then,
in recounting the benefits of providence and grace
recur back toc Chrift, as their fum and their Author.
Let us fay, with others, his believing children—
CHRIST 78y ANCHOR and #y ALL.

- AND, now, letus turn our attention to thofe fecond-
¢ry favours of God’s providence and grace, which,
we enjoy in and through Chrift. And were we to
dwell, merely, upon perfonal benefits, which, we, as
individuals, enjoy, their number and mao*r'ltude
were {ufficient to engrofs all our time and far “exceed
the {irength of our gratiude, in making due returns.

- Hi1s lifegiving word has called usinto being, and
raifed us to a rank of exiftence, above the -bealts of
the'earth. He formed our body from the duft,and
the infpiration ofthe Almighty hath given us under-
ftanding. He breathed upon us, and we became
living fouls.  As faith the Plalmilt, < For thou baf?
¢ pcﬁ/’fm’ my veins : thou baft covered me in my wiother’s
 qoemb. [ will praife thee, for I am fearfully and wii-
“derfully made 5 marvellous are thy works and that iy
““ foul knoweth right well. My fubflance was not bid

'- ““ from
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nteseng

¢ from thee, when I was made in fecret 5 and curioufly
< worought in the lower parts of toe -earth. I bine eyes
< did fee my fubftance, yet being unperfelt, and in thy-book
< gll my members were written, which, 11 continuanee,
<< were fafbioned, when as yet, there was none of toem.”

THUS, by the power and care of God, are we
brought to the light of lifeand are borne by him,
from our nativity, through all the perils of feeble
infancy and unheeding youth. When multitudes
have languifhed and dropped around us, e hath
- been our health and falvation. When the arrows
of death have flown around about us, He hath cov-
ered us from deftruétion @ He hath upheld our {ouls
in life and our bedies from the dulfk.

v addition to thefe benefits : How hath he crown-
ed cur years with favour and loving-kindnefs ? In
conferring upon us Parents to nurfe and - guide us,
Brethren and Sifters to: -participate and augment
our joys, Guides to teach us, and Rulers to protect
us. L.ock over the world of thy fellow mortals!
Seethe hard lot of humanity, when compared with
thine own ! Do they live and gain ftrength ? It 1s,
in general, that they may become the bafe flaves
and drudges of haughty and imperious ‘Tafkmaiters
-and Oppreflors ; that they may, like the {trong Afs,
couch down between two burdens, the burdens of
civil and religious oppreflion, the prey of an 1mpi-
ous and 1dolatrous Priefthood and of a cruel and
infolent Magiftracy. Their Prophets are as even-
ing wolves,ravening for their prey; theirPrinces are,
as roaring 1.1ons, fecking whom, they may devour.

BUT, our tongues fhall tell of the coodnefs of the
L ord, who hath appointed us our fotin a pleafant
place and civen us a goodly Heritage ; Where no

ureling
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hireling Shephard .can devour the fat of the flock,
no hungry Wolf canlay wafte the fold ; where the
ILaw 1s madefupreme, and every man may ferve
God according to his own conicience. Here we fit,
quietly, under our ownVineand under ourown Fig-
tree and eat the fruit of our labours, and none pluck-
eth the bread -out of the mouths of our Babes.
None 1s permmitted to make a prey of our corn, our
cattle, or our increafe ; butall may reap and enjoy
the precious harveft of their own induitry and fore-
caft. < Happy is that peple, which is in fuch a cafe ;
““ yea, bappyis that peaple whofe God is the Lord.”

HERE, ye blefled favourites of heaven, planted, by
hishand, and redeemed, by his right hand, out of
dangers‘ahd tr 1oulat10ns | Here,ye dweliin th]s good
and large land, under a civil government, free as
vour Will can make 1t; poffefled of all thofe reli-
gious privileges which an unreftrained confcience
can dictate,

LATELY, invaded, by one of the moft infolent and
oppreflive Powers of Europe, you were 1n great
diftrefs,neither knew ye what todo. You cried un-
to the Lord and he heard you and delivered you
with a great and -aftonithing falvation. He hath
brought yeu 1nto fuch a {tate of national profperity
and glory, as no people, lince theage of Jolhua, has,
ever, experienced It1s, emphatically, true, that '
In our nation, things gowell, "Thel.ordissevident-
ly, in the midft of us, for o*oad

THE pafs’d year brings : its teftimony for God, that,
he 1s gracious and merciful, unto his People. He
has, 1n general {fucceeded thelabour and employment
of our hands. And, bowever, fome places have

been vifited with drouoht yet, by affording a com-
pcient
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petent fupply to the country at large, God has thow-
ed us, that, this token of his correftive power
was an exercife of his mercy ; that, his defign, n 1t
is love, to prevent a fulnefs, which fhall generate
pride and luxury and luft.

WHILE, our eyes have {feen his glittering tokens
and the fword of the deftroying Angel has been
drawn over the Metropolis of our nation, may we
not, alfo, read thekindnefs of God, mingled with his
wrath. This voice of God. crieth toour nation in
the midft of its joy and profperity, That our lives
arein his hand ; that, our mercies are his gift; and
in this way, he 1s warning us to makemore {uitable
returns to the Author of our falvation,to live tcH1im,
and to give the tribute of our praife and obedience
tc him,who hath delighted 1n us, to do us good and
who would, with this rod of dilcipline,recall our for-
getful and wanton hearts to himfelf.  May not the
love of Godbe feen in this fore affliction ; that, he
would humble our pride, deftroy our finful {ecurity
and teach us to rejoice, in his mercies, with trem-
bling ¢ . 4 o

BLESSED be his holy name ! That, he hath had
compaflion upon his:-people 1in, greatly, mitigating
the malignancy and rage of that peftilential ficknefs ;
and given to our Brethren, to hope, in his returning
mercy ; that hewill, yet, be to them the health of
thetr countenance and their God. Adored be di-
vine compalftion, inrebuking the moreal f{icknefs in
Pinladeiphia, and. 1, uniformly, preventing -the
{pread and progrefs ofit 1 all other -parts of our
country.”

* - AND,

® In themonihs of  Auguft, Sepiember and Oftober of this

r I3

vear, the Yeloow Fever becaine epidemicalin the city of Phila-

delplua,
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AND, with thefe returning fmlles of ealth to our
fanguifhing and defpondmg Brethren, let me furi-
mon your attention to thofe bleflings of civil govern-
ment, which, you forichly enjoy, under a moft ex-
cellent COI]ﬂ:Il‘UL"OI], adminiftered with {uch general
integrity and wifdom, through our various tribes.

CONSIDER, alfo, the means of moral and iehgious

inftrultion, Wlth which, we are furnifhed, by which,
our youth may be formed to political and literary
knowledge, and, efpecially, by which, they may,
early imbibe the faving principles of virtue and chrii-
tianity, under our inftitutions of learning and reli-
oion. What people ever, {fo generally and {o am-
ply, enjoyed the means both of moral and religious
improvement ¢ Inour houfes, we have the lively
oracles of divine truth, which reveal to us the doc-
trines of the grace of God. Thele doctrines are, -
publicly inculcated upon us, by the adminiftrations
of the everlafting Gofpel,in our chriftian aflemblies.
What people hath bcen, [o highly, exalted, by di-

vine

delphia, and raged with an wuncommon malignancy. Nearly,
one half of the inhabitants fled ther dwellingsand retired into the
adyacent vz/[agey, to efcape the awful peﬂzie?zm OFf thofe, who re-
mained move than 6,000 ff[/ viftims to the dz/femj)fr What
‘was moft fingular, ihe difeaje was contagious inno other part
of the country ; a[fﬁoug/& numb-rs who had taken the fever in
the city fickened and died 1n the neighbouring towns. This
{courge of heaven, upon our unt/mwéful naézo;z, ts calculated to
remind 1is of our d@pendmce and fravlly and to quicken us to an
amendment of lifc and to a morve clofe walk, with Godyun the du-
ties of filraland c}zrg’}mn obedience. It ferved this valuable
jﬂwpoﬂ’ Lhat, 1t afforded opportunity, to many prtiful and
charitadly d?ﬁ)(je(" perfons and focietics, to open thewr hearts
and hands i the exercifes of liberality to the diftreffed fufferers.
Alaudalble ¢ bcz,mlz‘)/c l'which, it 15 to be hoped, will in any fu-
ture covrellive vifitations (fan holy Providence, become more ex-
tenfive mzfi(gemw.{.
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vine ordinances as the people whom{sod hath plant—
ed and redeemed 1n this American Continent ¥

LeT me extend your refle€tions, in contemplation
ofother diflinguifhing favours of Providence to our
privileged, thouorh unworthy nation.

NOW, are unto us times of great and unufual tran-
quility. After the troubles and perplexities of a mott
threatening and diftrefling war, a war as important,
as are all the civil and religicus rights of men, the
Lord our God hath given us reft in moit parts of
our country® and has commanded our land to dwell
in peace and fafety. Far removed, from the con-
tending nations aﬂd jarring 1nterefts of Europe, he
gives to us, the oppor tumty of cultivating the arts of
peace, of wealth, of induftry and virtue ; whlle, that
wretched continent 1sditralted and wafted with all

the horrors and devaftations of a moft cruel and
bloody war, 2 war of Tyrants aganit the rights and

happinefs of the human race.

THosE feeds ofliberty and free enquiry, which
had taken deep root in America, were, in the wile
providence of God, {fown inthe Kingdom of France.
T hat foil, long, vexed with the briars and thorns of
flavery and perfecution, which had been a field of
mifery and blood under the horrid oppreffions and
cruel exaltions of the relentlefs and fanguinaryHoufe
of Bourbon, was, at firft, but little fitted to bear the
facred plantof civiland religicus hiberty.  ‘The n-
habitants were little fkilled in cultivating and nour-
ifhing, that noble plant. Hence in theiwr purfuit of
their great and good objelt, equal Liberty and a free

FOUCTTii ene o

* FVeﬂouc’d flowever, remember with /nmw[mz‘wn and fé?-
vent applications to hcaven for deliverance, the cruel and pre-
datory incurfons of the favage Indian t’ru’)&f 71075/2, of the Okio,
wpon our Brethren, onthe Weftern Frontier.
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giverment, we have heard of many follies and exceffes,
which,a people accuftomed:-to freedom would have,
readlly avoided. ‘Thofe follies and excefles, many
as threy-have been, while, they meet our dlfappmbu
Lion and cenfure, cannot fail at the {ame time,to ex-
cite the candor and the pity ofall thofe,who with- well
to human nature and realize the dlﬁlculews, the pre-
judices and the ignorance, with -which,-they were
called to contend, in a controverfy, to them,fo new;
and to their nattonal happmefs, {o, infinitely, Impor-
tdﬂt, - ‘- |
“TRACE the mercy of (God, in the midft of hisg
judgments, upon the French nation: - “Behold « him
awakening their attention to a {ubjeét of fuch afton-
ithing macrmtude and with which the downfal of
myﬁlcalBabvlon*‘ 1s {o clofely connetted! Judg-
ments dreadful to ‘human feehngs, ufually, attend
thofe ways ot heaven, which bring down its richeit
INErcies to men. ~ ~ o
‘Mmay not (‘would to God, it prove fo, in the if-
{ue )may not the internal convulfions,the bloody pafi-
10ms, the bafe treacheries and gloomy difafters, which
prevail 1n ‘the territories of France, be the wifeft and
moit effe¢tual meéans, in the fyﬁem of providence;
to purge, to humble and to reform, that guilty, fin-
ful people ? May not thefe ftorms and tempefts, as.
was the tiue of late 1n thefe States; uther i1n a happy

conftitution
* The Preacher fuppofes, That myflical Babylon is nothing

more or lefs, than that unton and coalition of crvil and exc f.f_’fcgf
t1cal Power which has obtained in the Luropean Kangdoms,now,

for more, than athoujand years and wlhich has been umfmm[v
employed 1n divefting the people both of therr civil and religious
zrivileges and in making merchandiz 'of the fouls -and bodies of
men. Lhe nead of thes dreadful beafl is the court of Rome ; zts
members are mofe of the Enropean Kingdoms, both Fupifk and

Profcfflkif
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conftitution of government, and the free enjoyment
of civil and religious liberty, throughout that great
and populous Republic ¢

1¥, our power and {trength fhould not be called to
aid an event, fo advantageous to mankind and fo
gloriousto our Univerfal Parent, yet, our prayers
offeted up to the Supreme Arbiter of events, in the
name of Chrift, may enfurean iflue, fo happy and
{o devoutly, to be withed.

- po You {ee the infolent and overbearing Briton,
matfhalhng his armies and equipping his proud na-
vies, to demolifh the cities and to fubvert the gov-
ernment of France ¢ Are all the intrigues, the gold
and the corruption of that venal Court employed to
{educe her own citizens and thofe of France from the
love of liberty and virtue ? Are there leagued, with
them,.in this hoftile and ‘wicked confederacy, the un-
feeling Dutchman, the avaricious German, the im-
perious Ruflian and the bigotted Spanfard? Do all
thefe mighty nations of flaves, draw, together, their
armies, hke Gog and Magog, and goup and cover
the breadth of the whole earth ? Thatthey may lay
waite the Republic of France ¢ and quench the fire
of liberty, which begins to burn in the bofoms of
their own {ubjecls © "T'hefe dreadful terrors ought ne-
ver to-drive a Frenchman to defpair nor to extin-
gutth the joyful hope of Chriftians ; that, God will
pIty his creature man ; that, he will foon break the
yoke of bondage, which has, folong,galled the necks
of his ratienal creatures ; that, he will enlighten, re-
form and fave the ¥rench nation ; that, he will unite
their affeCtions, guide thetr public councils and in-
{pirit them to perfevere, until, in their behalf,he fhall
bring forth judgement unto victory.

’ C ) HOW
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How eafy 1s it with God ? how, often, have we ex-
perienced it, 1n our days £ ‘T hat when terrors arife,
on every fide, and the heart is ready to fail, 1n look-
ing and longmcr for deliverance, then, Galvation fhall
come out of Zion ¢ In thofe thinos, in which, the
mighty exalt them{elves, againit the defigns of Pro-
vidence, God will thew himielt to be higher than
they and will turn them, backward, with {hame and
confufion. | | |

sooN, may the convulfions in Great-Britain and
theruin of their internal affairs compel them to defift
from their cruel and wicked purpote.  Soon, can all
the itrength and force of combined tyrants and their
armies be, utterly, broken by Ged’s almighty arm.
““ God baib [poken once ;5 twice bave I beard this, that
< powwer belongeth unto God.  Alfo unto thee, OLord, be-
“ Jongeth mercy ; for thou vendereft unto every man ac-
° cording tobis work.”

- AND, now, may we not be allowed modeftly, to
conjecture, what will be the merciful events of a gra-
cious Providence, flowing from the prefent tumults
of the European nations.

THOUGH, we have {een the ambitious and defpot-
ic Courts of Ruffia and Pruffia, by the terror of their
arms, fpread mifery and defpair through the King-
dom of Poland ; and, with perfidious bafenefs divide
between them, that extenfive country, upon which,
thie beams of liberty began to dawn with 1ts firft
chearing rays : Though, we have {feen the combin-
ed armies of Furope make inroads upon the territo-
ries of France : 'Though, we have{een them begin-
ning to conquer fomeof her cities and to befiege
others for themfelves and, thus, to threaten the dif-

memberment of that great Empue : Though, fuch
: be
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be thegloomy afpe& of affairs, in Europe, may not
events iffue 1na manner, totally, different from the
expeltationsof wicked oppreflors and from the anx-
1ous fears of thofe, who wifh the happinefs of the hu-
man race.

INTERFERING claims of hungry tyrants may di-
vide their counfels andbreed jealoufies and conten-
tentions favourable to the caufe of freedom and
righteoulnefs. The ruin of the finances of the com-’
bined Courts, the difquietudes of their own fubjetts,
under the yoke of intollerable oppreflfion, may, foon,
totally, ftagnate their operations and confound all
their mi{chievous enterprizes. With infinite eafe,
God can perplex the meafures of thofe wicked op-
preflors and,raife up a fpirit of unanimity and uncon-
querable fortitudeamong the free citizensof France,
which will bla{t the hopes and baffle the attempts of
their cruel invaders. And, if God’s time have
come, and oh ! that itwere nigh, at hand, he can caft
down thofe "Thrones of Tyrants, and break thofe
Horns of the Beaft,which, now,for more than a thou-
{fand years, have goaded the inhabitants of Europe
and made their condition vile and deplorable, beyond
the conception, of every one, who has not been the
partaker of their woes.

mosT certainly, this wrath of man fhall praife
God ; it {hall haften the downfal of European ty-
ranny, o at Man of Sin, that Sou of Perdition.

aND, until, theindignation be overpaft, God has
provided a retreat for his opprefled off:pring 1n this
American wildernefs. Flither, we fee the wretched
children of diftiefs repairing by hundreds and by
theufands to efcape the rapacious cruelty of Plunder-
ers and the iury of bigottedPerfecutors.  Here,may

we
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we hope, that, within a few.generations, the feeds
of liberty and virtue, planted by thofe, who have
fled European domination, fhall {pring up, in a
large harveft. And, here, may the /atter day glory
take its rife and, in its life giving progrefs, retorm,
and render bleffed the enflaved nations of the eaft-

€rn continent. “
THEN, {hall the fet time, to favour Zion, come ;

when, the infidel Jew thall adore and obey the cru-
cifted Jefus ; when, the blindedMahometan fhall ac-
knowledge the Divine Prophbet of Nazareth ; and the
idolatrous Papift fhall hate the Zhbore, thall give
his idols and his 1mages to the moleg and tothe bal‘.s
and fhall 1mplore the grace of the Owne Juterceffor, be-
tween God and man.

To Zion, thall Perfia and India repair with their
gifts. The brutal Ruffian and the favage Tartar
{hall bowto the Name of Jefus. And Ethiopia
thail firetch out her handsunto God. Laberty and.
truth and grace fhall return and dwell on earth, a-
oain, and all fhall know the Lord, from the leaft, e~
ven, unto. tae greateft. .

wE draw to a clofe by bringing to view the laft
abjelt of our difc ifcourfe, w which 1s, |

SECONDLY, 'T'o improve our preceding recollec-
tions, asmotives, to enkindle, 1n our breafts, the-
graces of humlhty gratitude, pralfe and. thank{giv--
ing to Almighty (od, the Fountain and Althor of .
all thefe-benefits.

we have recounted fome few of thofe mercies, .
boundlefs and mﬁmte, which, we experienced at the
hands of a gracious and forgiving God. When, we
reflect, how undefer ving, how grofsly vile, and de-

praved we are, and what ceneral corruption and
wickednels
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wickednefs prevailin the hearts and lives of men,ﬁ
over the face of this guilty world, we cannet fali, too,
low, before that facred Majefty, who, after all our
many and aggravated provocations, continues o be
gracious and to pity the fouls, whom,he hath made,
‘The greatnefs and number of his benefits thould |
influence us, more f{incerely, to lothe and abhor our~
{elves for our negligent regards to hisglory and our
ungrateful rebellion agamﬂ: his authority.

THIS day, ought the goodnefs of God to lead us
to repentanceand to lincere and perfevering refo-
lutions of amendment in heart and 1o life. In view
of all his grace and good will, h1s aftonmifhing mer-
cies. and {alvations, we fhould fay, ¢ Not unte us,
“ wot unto us, QO Lord, but wunto thy Holy Name be all
““ tpe praife : For ilga%, oy, baft dene great things for us

6 W.é’/é’?’é’f}f we are glad.”” 1
AaND, with thefe fentiments of chn{han abafement;;

let us learn a leflon of true thankfulne(s-and fincere
gratitude to {od, who, not for any goodnefs in ys,
but fot his own fake and for our Redeemer s fake,
hath wrought wonders for us, his guilty, backﬂldmg
neritage. “Let our fouls be kmdled into praife and
thankfowmo to His great and holy Name, that, he
hath not done {o,forany people,as he hath done for us
and our naticn. Let us extol Him, for his good-
nefs and truth and faithfulnefs, which, our eyes S have
{een and of which, our Fathers have told us. His
compaffions have moved towards us and he hath
aiven us reft, from thofe troubles and miferies, which
have overwhelmed the other nations of Chriften-

dom.
Now, we confecrate, to his ufe and glory, thofe

bleflings of providence and grace, which, he has, {o
2 i::»unui':¥ ntly,
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abundantly, beftowed uponus. We will humble
ourfelves before his mighty power ; we will fuppli-
cate his mercies, that, he'may continue to us, his
favours, that, he may lengthen out our tranquility,
and fanttify us to his praife.

i Him, we rejoice, for, He fitteth upon the
floods ; He fitteth King, forever. To Him, we
Yook, that, he would pity the miferable enthralled na-
tions of Europe ; that, he would humble, reclaim
and blefs them : That, he would deliver the Repub-
he of France, outofall her tribulations and appoint
his {alvation, for walls and for bulwarks round about
her : ‘T'hat, he would diffufe the {pirit of free en-
quiry, fend the rays of light and truth around this
habitable globe and, widely, extend the bleffings of
hiberty and equal government,of virtue and religion,
to all the Kingdoms of men, to all the Sons of A-
dam, in diftrefs. And, that, he would fill the earth,
with the knowledge of his Son JefusChrift and bring
every knee, to bow to Him, and every tongue to

confefs hisName to the glory of theFather.—Amen!
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