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ORDER OF SERVICE,

PERFORMED in the Synagogue in this city on Thurfday the
26th November, 17 ), agreeable to the Proclamation of the Prefident
of the United States of America (conformable to a recommendation

.of Congrefs, pafled the 3d Q&ober laft, to be obfcrvedu a day of
public Thankfgiving and Prayer, lf%. &c.)

The following Pfalms were chaunted by the {ongragation :—The
St three verfes of pfalm xcv.—the whole of pfalm XXX, XxXiils
gxxiv. xlvi. liv. lgvi. and pfalm cxui.

Then the following Difcourfe, i;lhend by the Rev. Mr. Gaasnox
8s1x4s, Kazan [the reader] of the Congreyation.

DISCOURSE "
Then pfalm cxxiv.—Prayer for the Rulers of the United States, &c.
Then a Prayer for the Congregation, &c.~—and pfalm cxvi. cxvii.

cxviil. cxxxviii, cl. and }xvii. "

The conclufion of a Fefljval Morning Service, from Kol Ifracl to
the end of Adon Olam,

A Prayer, by the Hazan.
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DISCOURSE, &c

HE fubje& I have chofen to'expatiate on:thisday, iv tuken from
the three firft verfes of tir® 'xc_)odm plalmj where we find King
David, in s particvlir manner; addreflew-ALL the %b&bit&ntqof the earth
in thefe words—=* Make'a joyful noife unto the Lovd, all ye lands,”
and carnellly cxborts them ¢ to {erve the Lord with gladaefs, Lo ene
“¢ ter intohis prefence: with finging.® An dH eahortations os shis Rind,
there are two things to be sttended to s the oncis.the ftagion, pad the
other the charaéter of the perfan who undertgkes the aﬁa of nhrn.
In tefye@ to his Ration, yolieannot bit allow Kim €0 have il
the molt amsinent, the moft digoled that human natywe can busht of,
for the facred feripture mentiops bim Jasl -2 prozhet snd & kingy
and he is thercin Rtiled the anginted of fyod. As to his general cha-
ralter, his writings‘are fufficicnt 1o 0N bis.fatth dod bope in.God;
that he wes pious, juR, and upright'm heways, is incumbent oa us to
believe, as he was exprefsly called “.the han after God's own heart;*
and when we view him both as a proplutatd.ayhing, we cannot bat
be fenfibly affeéted with the endeariag language he ufes throughout
hig writings. Obferve how tendexlplee iswites you to hearken to his
mftru&ions, in pf. xxxiv, v. 11—‘¢ Come ye children, h¢arken unto
“ me, 1 will teach you the fear of the'Lord.”” Could he have called
you in & mare affeCtionate maaner than by the same of children? Is
there ade in nature more binding than (ubfifts in a pareat towarde his
child? Burely nat; if there was, np doubt be would ‘have ufed it to
exprefs his tenderuefs to his fellow creatures. Poffeffed of all the prin-
ciples of benevolence, he breathes forth love and peace to man; how
ftrenuoufly daes he recommend the pra&ical duties of religion, and
points out the many advaptagcmut neceffarily arife from a due ob.
{crvance of God’s holy law; angdiin pf. iii, the laft verfe, he declares,
*‘ The fear of the Lord is the béginning of wifdom.” A knowledge
of God, and his works, is the material principle he endeavours to in-
culcate; for immediatcly after his advifing you te ¢ ferve the Lord
with gladnefs,”” he teils you the chief duty you owe your Creator in
thefe few words-<#¢ Know ye that the Lord he 1s Ged;’’ not with the
authority of a defpotic king to his fubjeéts, ar a mafter to his flave,
but with perfuafjve language he intreats, in the gentle ftrains of elo-
quence he initrugks, his voice is the votce of reafon in its greatelt Rate
of perfeion, and his arguments are univerfally acknowledged to be
founded in truth and juftice.
You may here aik, how is it poflible for us finite beings to attain
a knowledge of Gud? Are we endued with facultics to comprehend
that which is infinite? It is generally (though wrongly) affcrted ae
s thing impra&icabl.c., But wlxn we refle@ on the wondrous werke
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of his creation, that *¢ the heavaps declare the glory of God, and the
¢ firmameut fheweth the worke 6f his hands,” are we not moft for-
¢ibly led to exclaim, with the voyal pfalmift, ¢¢ How wonderful are
« thy works, O God !” It is only through the medium of thefe
things that we can arrive'st a proportionfte knowledge of God, and
frem a ftudy of ourfelves, we become capable of forming fuitable ideas
of his divine attributes; from the providential care of his creaturs, we
jndge of his benevolence s from the manifeftations of his tender mers
cics towards us, we judge of his beneficence; and from the various
roduciions of nature, we judge of his omnipotence. A Being, pof-
}’cﬂ'cd- of fuch powers (and attributes) is forever to be adored 5 aud
we only comply with our duty, when we affemble, to render praife and
thankfyriving for all his benchits towards us.  The wonderful difplay
of his divine providence, *¢ in the courlg and conclufion of the late wary”
the happy confequences derived therefrom, by an eftablifiment of pub-
lic liberty ; the recent wercics conferred on thefe flates, by the senc-
ral approbation and adopuion of the new conftitution, are (aLr) blefs
bings that demand our moft grateful acknowledg ments to the Suprenme
Ruler of the univerfe 3 more efpecially, as we are made equal pariakers
of every benefit that refults from this good government; for which,
ve cannot fufficiently adore the God of our fathers, who hath maui-
f:{ted his care over us in this particular inltance; ncither can we de-
monftrate our fenfc of his benign goodnes, for his favonrable interpo-
fition in behalf of the inhabitants of this land, and for vvery other
kind difpenfation beltowed both on them and us.  What return can
we make to fo glorious a Being? How are we to fhew our gratitude?
King David himfclf, altheugh infpired, feemed to be at a lofs to cx-
preds hiis fenfe of the obligations he acknowledged to hawe received,
as you may find in pf. cxvi. v. 12— What fhall I render unto the
¢ Lord for all his benetits towards me I’ and the only mode he counld -
devife, was by declaring he would publifh the name of the Lord; as
he fays in the next verle—<¢ 1 will take the cup of falvations, and
¢ call upon the name of the Lord ;”” that is, [ will acknowledge the
falvations, the Lenefits T have received, and pnblith the name of the
Lord, to make known that he is the fountain of a'i zood, the dif.
penfer of al! benefits. The acknowledgmint of favors received by a
dependent creature, is all the return he can make to his creator; the
proclaiming that goodnefls to all men, the on'y thankfgiving in his
power. It would be digrefling too much from the fulje&t to enu-
merate all the inftances mentioned in the S. S. to prove that this
calling npon thie rame of the Lo-d means a publifhing the belief of o
God; teaching the world a knowledge of his glorieus attributes
preaching faith and good works emung the fons of men, in the mannas
as it is recited of Absalam; when, after he was called by God to
quit the place of his nativity, his kindred and the houfe of his father,
that he went on his peregrinations, and at eve ry place where he arrived,
and pitched his tent 3 he built an altar unto the Lord, and called npon
the name of the Lord, as you may finc particularly in Gen. ch. xii,
vi. 7 and 8 ; the belief of an etvinul God had, in his day, almoit
beconie
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become cbliterated ; hy which means an immediate revelation was he-
ceffary to rencw the knowledge of a true God.  And Abrabam not
only taught his own offspring and houfliold the tenets of his faith, but
he wus difpofed to promulgate them to all mankind; for we tind in
Gen. ch. xviii, va. 17, 1&gnd 19, when the Lord was about to dethoy
Sodom and Gomorraly for the grievoufncfs of their fins, that he faid—
‘¢ Shall T hide from Abraham that thing which 1 do, fecing that
*“ Abraham fhall become a great and mighty nation, and all nations
¢ of the earth fhall be blefled in Lim; for I know him, that he will
command his children, and his houfhold after him, and tley fhall
“ keep the way of the Lord, to do jultice and judgment.”” T his
knouledge of God has been progreflively obtaining from the earlictt
ages of Lhe creation; and though the greater purt of the world were
idolaters in Abraham’s time, fill he perfifled in his refearches after
truth, and by a fleady faith and perfeverauce, he at laft attained it,
and, by his univerfal charity, communicated it to the reft of the world,
inafmuch that it has now become almoflt univerfal, although the dif-
fecent nations of the earth do mot altogether agree in their ideas re-
fpe€ting the Supreme King of Kings, flill they maintain the clfcatial
do€urines of his holy law in point of morality ; and in this enlight-
cr.ed age, we may reafonably hope to fee our prophetic writings tho-
roigh y fulfilled, that the knowledge of the Lord fhall finally besem:e
fo diffufed and extenfive as ¢ the waters cover the fea.”

T'his is a Rrong corrohorating proof that King David, in his ad-
dr.fling avv lauds, anticipated what was then, and is now, to bappen
in the Jatter days, by his faying—+¢ Konow ye that the Lord he is
“ Gud;” for withsut this ever to be detired knowledge of God, it s
in vain for man to o#er np praife or prayei; and he was well con-
vinced of the neeeflity of knowing God, previous to any other know-
ledge whatever.  He then proceeds to afligo his reafons why wie lhould
ferve the Lord with gladnefs, ¢ for he hath made us, we are his
¢ (peculiar treafure) people, and the fheep of his pafture ;> that he
Latti made us, necds uo demenftraticn; confequently we are continue
uily to bave in wind our {11)cétion to him; the dutics we owe him g
the ready obudience we fhonld pay to his commands ; the obligations
we are wnde- to bim; the neceflity of ftri&ly obfervicg the meral
and ceremorniy precepts of hia holy law.  For, from a difiutcriefled
priniciple of Fenevolence, he hath called us unto being 3 by his cver
watchful car: over us, he hath preferved us to this day s and by his
own free will he can put a peried to our exiflence.  1u this 1s come
p'chended the omnipotence of an eternal Ged.

It may uot be amifs hiere to remind you of the fitnation we are now
in, and what we were in antient times, whilft we readed Tu our awn
land. in that land which the Almighty fware unto Abralam, liuacy
and Jacoh, to give unto than, and to their feed forever; ut that
time. when a man became confcioas of having traulrditd any of
God’s holy commandments, citlier by commiglion or on.iffon, he fad
an oppartusiy of making an atonement by faeriitee, which he ear-
ried to the Lemple, either wa a trefpale or fin oflcring, acvaidiog to

the
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the nature of his offence ; the high priet, with the ‘nfevior ordc:r sf
prielts, were ever ready to attend any one who applied for expiation; .
and by an humble confeflion of the finner, and a promife of amend.
nment, his fin was forgiven.  But, alas! through the multitude of our
fins, and the fins of our angeftors, we are brought intv this deplorabie
captivity, wherc we have ncithci‘,'tcmple, altar, or prielt, to make
atonement for us; nor have we any other means of imploring the
Divine Favor but by words and deeds, which we find were carneftly
recommended by the latter prophets, as may be feen in the book of
Hofea, ch. xiv, v. 2—¢ Take with you words and turn unto the
¢« Lord, fay unto him, take away all iniquity, nd receive us graci-
* oufly; fo will we render the calves of our lips.”” This pra&ice of
public prayers was continued, after their time, by the heads of the
great Synagogue, and from them in a regular defcent to us, by which
we are enabled to offer up our fupplications to our Creator, to render
praife and thank{giving te him for all his tender mercies towards ue;
and in the language of King David will T fay, ¢ I will offer unto
* thee the facrifice of thank{giving, and I will publifh ihc name f
¢ the Lord.”

The pra&ical duties of our holy religion are to be found in almok
every part of the facred feriptures ; but from an habitual negligence
of spplyigg to them, in the occurrences of human affairs, mankind
becomes depraved. Attend only to what is faid by our divine loygif
lator Mofes, in Decut. ch. x, vs. 12and 13, in thele words, *¢ And
¢ now, Ifracl, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee—but to
¢¢ fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and
¢¢ to ferve the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy foul,
¢ to keep the commandments of the Lord, and his ftatutes, which [
¢¢ command thee this day for good;” and in ch. xxx, from the 1 1th
to the 14th verfes inclufive, he fets forth the facility of performing
thofe obligations, for he fays, ¢¢ For this commandment which I com-
“¢ mand thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither 1s it far ofi’;
¢ it is not in heaven that thon fhouldft fay—Who fhall go up for us
¢ to heaven and bring it unto us, that we may hedr it and do it
** neither is it beyond the fea that thou fhowidit fay—Who fhall ;o
¢ over the fea for us, and bring it unto us that we may hear it u: 4
¢ do it s but the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth and ia
¢ thy heart that thou mayeft do it.”

From thefe inftru@ions, we are led to refle® on the great and glo-
rious auther of our exiftence. How does the human mind become
elated with the idea of being worthy his providential care! It isthen
we difcover the dignity of ourfelves then it is that we may truly
fay with Job, who, after he had (uffered almoft every temporal evil.
exclaimed, ‘“ And from my fleth I fce God;”’ meaning therehy,
that the formation ‘and conftru&ion of our natural bodies werc
manifelt evidenc-s of a God: for what power, except the omni-
potent felf-exifting Being, could ever have formed fo compleat,
fo complex a creature as man; endued with all the benevolint
and focial virtues, yet fubje® to the moft flagrant vices, vices
that are produétive of deftrué&ion, both of body and foul. Man is

to
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to be viewed in two different Rates with refpe& fo Gnd, the som-
parative and the relative. When in the comparative, what are we ¢
what are our lives? what are our aétions? how mean! how infignis
ficant! But when we confider the relative ftate we ftand in towards
God, that he hath formed us after his own image, how important, how
dienified do we appear! Capable of reafoning on things both prefent
and abfent ; fearching into the myfRterious operations of nature ; ex-
ploring the works of an almighty Providence, in enabling the human
mind to contemplate futurity ; improving and increafing in know-
ledge; poffeffing faculties to compreliend th: movements of the
heavenly fpheres, thereby admitting the neccflity of a great firft caufe,
determining rules of right, judging of things proper or improper
according io their various degrees. How grateful thercfore ought
we to be to our Maker! Who hath of his own good-will, and not
from any merit in us, beftowed on us fuch precious gifts ; gifts that
we cannot but be finfible of every moment of our lives. As we
contcs in our daily prayers, (in thefe words)—¢ For thy miracu-
lous providence which is daily with us, and for thy wonders and thy
goodnefs which are at all times, evening, morning and noon, exer-
cifed over us,”’~—for all which, we are loudly called on, to render
praife and tharkf{giving, as it is exprefled in pfal. xiii. v. 6, * 1 wil
fing unto the Lord, becaufe he hath dealt bountifully with me.”

But amidft your rejoicings, it is neceflary that you ftill kcep in re.
membrance, that *¢ the Lord he 18 God, that he hath made us, that
¢ we are his, even his people, arid the fheep of his pafture ;”* confe-
quently, as we are his peculiar treafure, we are at alt times, and upon
all occafions, bonnd to obey every rule that he hath ordained ; to
place our hope and dependence en him, by which we may obtain his
blefling, as it is faid in Jeremiah, ch. xvii. v. 7—¢ Blefled is the man
¢¢ that trufteth in the [Lord, and whofe hope the Lord is;”’ to reflt
affured of his tender mercies 5 for in pfl clxv. v. g, you will find thefe
words—*¢ The Lord is good to ary, and his tender mercics are over
“ arr his works.”

As an carthly king is ever watchful over his fubjeéts, and a parent
over his children, feeking their peace and profperity, endeavouring to
accomplifh their happinefs, {o is the Almighty ever watchful over his
people ; providing bountifully for their natural wants, continually in-
fpe&ing their conduét, as it is written (in pf. xxxii. vs. 13 and r4)
¢ The Lord locketh from Heaven, he beholdeth all the fons of men g
* from the place of bis habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants
‘¢ of the earth,” rewarding and punithing them according to their
merit or demerit; flow to wrath, but not entirely acquitting ; his an-
ger endureth for a moment, but his mercies are everlalting ; from his
efficient grace, poimting out the road of falvation through thie medium
of his prophets; inviting finners to repentance, as may be feen in the
book of Jonah, in a very particular manner ; when the inhabitants of
that great and famous city of Nineveh had become hcinous finners in
the fight of God, be ordered Jonah on an embally to them, to exhort
them to repentance and amendment, with aflurances of forgivenefs if
they would forfake their evil pra&ices ; they were foon convinced of

their
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sheir follr snd wickednefs, and immediately devoted themlclves to
falting and prayer, It is here neceffary to remark, that faith alone
i infufficient to procure fa'vation, for we find the Almighty only
had refpe&@ to their allions ; they ceafed to do evil, and fought
after that which was good. This was pleafing to the Lord, and ne
fpared the city on which he had denounced Jcftruétion, agreeable to
haly-writ, where it is faid—¢ He that confefleth and forfuketh (his
¢ wickednefs) fhall £ind mercy.”

From thefe circumftances we are led to believe, that though we, by
our fias and tran(greffions, as well as by the fins of our fathers, are in-
volved in this captivity, yet we may, by an acknowledgment of our
evil a&ions, find grace in the fight of our Creator, and again be re-
Rtored to our own land ; for this we have many ftrong aflurances in
the facred writings from our firk and greatelt prophet, who was called
the faithful fervant of God, as you may fiud in Numbers (ch. xii. v. 7)
and in Deuteronomy (ch. xxxiv. v. 10) it is {aid of him-—¢ There
« arofc not a prophet fince in Ifrael like unto Mofes, whom the Lord
«¢ knew face to face;”’—!romn his time, even unto Malachi (who lived
in the time of the fecond temple, and was the lalt of our prophets)
the fame affurances are given of our reftoration, when that we theuld
return unto the Lord with a contrite heart, a true fpirit and fincere
repentance ; that he vl then hearken unto our prayers and fuppli-
cations, and caufc us to bé again eftablifhed under our own govern-
ment, as we were formerly ; then fhall the loft tribes of Ifracl he again
embodied and united to the houfe of Judah, as reprefented i a igu-

. rative manner in Ezckiel, ch. xxxvii. then fhall there be but one
$epherd and one king to rule over them, as it is faid in verfes 24
aad 25— And David my fervant fhall be king, and they thall all
«¢ have one fhepherd; they thall alfo walk in my judgments, and ob-
¢ ferve my fatutes, and do them; acd they fhall dwell in the land that
¢¢ T have given unto Jucob my fervant, wherein your fathers have
¢ dwelt, and they fhall dwell therein, even they and their chiliven,
¢ and their chilidren’s children, for ever.” In a word, from this
chapter to the end of the book, you will find a reference to that

- giorious day which every true Ifraclite looks for with anxious ex-
pedtation ; and ia the 47th chapter, it is cven mentioned of the ftran-
ger that fojourneth among you, that he alfo fhall have inherirance in
the fand with the tribes of Ifrael. ¢¢ In whatever tribe the itranger
¢ fojourncth, there fhall ye give him his inheritance faith the Lord
¢ God.” ‘lhisisan explicit proof that we fhall be eftablithed ua-
der our own king—the Mefliah, the fon of David.

The charalter of this prince, and the nature of his kingdom, are
mentioned in feveral places of the facred fcripture; in pf. Ixxii. it is
written, ¢ He fhall bave dominion alfo, from fea to fea, and from
¢¢ the river unto the ends of the earth: Yea, all kings fhall full
*¢ down before him; all nations fhall ferve him.”” And in Danicl it
s faid, ‘¢ And all dominivos thall ferve and ebey him ; his kingdom
¢ fhall be an everlafling kingdom; he thall be the fole umpire of all
¢ carthly fuvercigns, and he fhall fpecak peace unto the natiomns at
¢ thst time, when the found of war fhall no more be heard

¢ throughout
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* throughout this fablunary fRate y when yo flial have beaten vour
¢ {words into plow-thaies, and your fpcare into pruning-houks;
® when every man fhall ft down: in peacc uader his own vine, and
“ under his ewn fig-tree, and wniverial peace be eftablithed amongdh
* all nations, and ever amonyg the bealts of the foreft and the field ;"
thten will be verified the predi€lion of Zachariabh, ch. vii. v. 83,
when thofe nations who kiow not God fhall fay—*¢ uato him thet
* is a Jew, lct ws go up with you to Jerufalem, for we have heard
¢ that the Lord is with you.”

"Thele are affurances on which we may rcly; they are the exprefe
declarations of infinite goodnefs. What a fore-tafte of happinefs
for who among God’s creatwres can boaft in the manner we may,
that hath feen and felt the miraculous effc@s of his all gracious
providence fo often and fo fully as we and our fathers; as Mofes ele.
gantly deferibes it in Deut. ch. iv. vs. 7 and 8—*¢ For what pation
*¢ is there fo great who hath God fo migh unto them as the Lord
“ our God is in aH things that we call upon him for. And what
“ nation i¢" there fo great that hath Ratutes and judyments fo righ-
*“ teous as all this law which I fet befere you this day.””

Let us only revolve in our:minda the many different fituations
that we and our fathers have gooe through fince the time of owr
firlt progemitor among the Patriarches for fo foon as the promide of
the holy Jand was made unto him he became a fojourner therein, and
in the courfe of four hundred years his pofterity had been fojourners,
and at lalt became mere flaves to a people who knew not the Lordy
they were cruelly opprefled in bondage until they cried unto the l.ordg
who heard them from hie boly habitavion, and. fent Molcs and
Aaron to redeem them ; they were delivered from their opproflors,
und were going to take poffeflior of the promifed land, but by their
own evil a&ions they were inveived in a forty years wandering in the
wiidernefs, and ofter having been fettled by Jothua, who was im-
nicdiate fucceflor to Mofes, they again fell off from the fervice of
God, and thercby imcurred divine punithment. 'The Judges fuc-
¢eeded him until the time of Samuel, and then they rcbelled againgk
the majelty of their Maker, and defired an earthly king, who was
given to them in wrath, as it is mentioned in the facred fcripture, and
they were never at peace until the clofe of king David’s reign, which
was of but fhort duration, far their pronencfs to evil always had the
afcendancy.  For we find, although king Solomon, particularly blefe
fed with wifdom, built the temple according to divine direétions, ape
pouinted an high-prielt, confonant to the inflitution of the office, to
perform the fervices thereof ; and the inferior order of pricits, witle
the fingers and attendants, Rtill a general defc&ion foon took place,
and they again became finners in the fight of thcir Creator, who raifed
up an inftrument of vengeance againtt them in the perfon of the Afly-
rian king, who took muny of our brethren captives, and fent them
mto diltant countries, as you may find in 2d Kings, ch. xvii and xviii.
where they are not known by any among us, even at this day 3 and
there remained oaly the tribes.of Judah sud Benjamin, with the pricits
and .
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end Levites, who were cither in their refpe&tive offices, or liad inter-
married with thele tribes, who were all accounted as one tribe only,
as it is written in the 18th verfe of the 17th chapter of the 2d bovk
of Kings, in thefe words—¢ Therefore the Lord was very angry
¢ with Ifracl, and removed them out of his fight; there was none
¢ left but the tribe o2 Judah only.*” Nor did they long refrain from
following the evil examples of their captive brethren, for we find tirat
a few years afterwards the Babylonifh captivity took place, where
they remained feventy yeirs, until the time of Cyrus the Perfian king,
who liberated them from their captivity, made them many valuable
prefents, and reftored to them a coaliderable number of things that
belonged to the facred temple, as you may find at large in the book
of Ezra, they were re-eftablithed in their poffellions, they rebutlt the
temple and renewcd the fervices pertaining thereto, which they con-
tained until the final defiruction made by Vefpalian, in confequence
of their abominations ;. in a word, they were always {o refraltory, that
they were feldgm at peace; but whenever they returned unto the
Lord, ard repented them of their fins, they were fure to find mercy.
From that period even till now, our predeceflors have been, and we
are {till at this time in captivity among the differept nations of the
earth ; and though we are, through divine goodnefs, made equal par-
takers of the beneiits of government by the conftitution of thefe Rates,
with the reft of the inhabitants, ftill we caanot but view ourfclvi:s as
captives 1n camparifon to what we were formerly, and what we expect
to be hereafter, when the outcalts of Ifrael fhall be gathered tog:-
ther, as it 1s {md in Ifaiah, ch. xxvii. v. 12— And thcfe who are
¢ loft in the land of Affyria, and the outcafts in.the land of Fgyot,
* fhall come and worfhip the Lord in the holy mount of Jerufa.
*¢ lem.”” DBut unlefs we return unto the Lord and fincerely repent
us of our fins and tranfgreflions, as well our ¢¢ private as thofe of a
*“ national nature,”” we cannot rationally expe&t to fee the accom-
plihment of the facred text. - How neceffary is it therefore for us to
unite in & general reformation of manners? Who knoweth but at this
wry moment, while we are yet fpeaking, we may be fnatched hence
from all the p'ecafures and allurements of this tranfitory ftate, to ap-
pear at the awful tribunal of divine jultice, where every ome muft |
render an account of his aétions?

The many vifitations of an almighty providence which we have ex-
perienced within thefe few years palt, are fufficient indications, to a
fenfib'e mind, that we are fuffering under his difpleafure. Awaken
from your lethargy, and think, before it is voo late, of your depen-
dence on him, humble yourfelves before him, and implore his mercy.
I mean not to impeach the innocent vi&tims that have beem maude,
far from it, they fuffer uot; for as the royal plalmift fays—*¢ Precious
in the fight of the Lord is the death of his faints ;”” and the prophct
{aiah fays, ‘¢ The righteous perith and no man layeth it to heart ; and
merciful men are taken away becaufe of the evil. He fhall enter iu-
to peace; they fhall relt in their beds, each one walking in his up-
rightnefs.”” But it is we that fuffer ; it is we that bave caufe to
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kiment. Where now, ye youths, is the foltering hand of age and
experience. to lcad you through the flippery paths of life ? In what
manner can we comply with that excelient effon, given to us by our
faithful legiflator, ¢ Afk thy father and he will tell thee 2 Who is
to plcad the caufe of the widow and fatherlefs ? Who is there left
among us to fupport the poor and the needy ? Their cries are now in
vain ! We have loft our benefa@ors ; we have loft thofe who, in cafes
of neceflity, were ever ready to affilt us with their advice and their in-
tereft.—Thefe, thefe are calamities that ought to humble you. Lay
afide your pride and your vanities ; firive to imitate the virtues of
thofe worthy characters who are now no more. Be not liftedup above
yourfelves ; but know, for a certainty, that he who exalts can deprefs.
Lt us not apply to ourfelves that fhort but expreflive fentence,  And
Jefhurun waxed fat and kicked,” with its fatal confequence, *¢ and
forfook the God that made bhim.”” Let us not have caufle to reproach
ourfclves with negle@ of duty : but do jultice, execute judgement, and
waik humbly before the Lord ; for this is all that he requires. Then
{hall we be able to fing and rejoice both in body and fpirit, and truly
fiy, & Thisis the day which the Lord hath made, we wili be glad
sud rejoice therein.”

Then fhall ye know that the Lord he is God, and that there is
none other befide him. Then will it be as it was in the time of
Ahab, when there were no lefs than four hundred and fifty falfe pro-
phets that offered facrifices to Baal; and Elijah, of bleflcd memory,
remained alone the faithful fervant of our only true God—the God of
Irael—as you may find at large in the 1t book of Kings, ch. xuviii,
when, after the falfe prophets had invoked their idols .for a length of
time, as Elijah had propofed to them, and they received mo anfwer to
their fupplications ; then it was that Eljah built an altar with a
trench furrounding it—he prepared a facrifice, and ordered a confi-
derable quantity of water to be poured upon the facrifice, the wond,
and the altar—the trench alfo was filled with water—and about the
evening time of offering,. he intreated the God of i*.ael to hear him,
and make manifeft his truth and his holinefs ; when, immediatel
after, the fire came down fromn Heaven, in the prefence of all the
people, confumed the facrifice, the wood, and the altar, arnd evem
licked up the Juft thereof, and abforbed the water that was in the
trench; infomuch that the people faw the impofitions they had fuf-
fered by the wickednefs of their then fulers, and, as if umiverfully
infpired, they fell upon their faces, and with one voice cried out—the
Y.ord, HE is the God!—The Lord, HE i3 *he God!

From the foregoing, you will naturally obierve ike duties we owe
our Creator : it now remains to point out the duties which we owe to
ourfelves, the community to which we belong.

In the firft place, it is neceflary that we, each of us in our refpe@tive
ftations, behave in fuch a manner as to give ftrength and ftability to the
laws entered into by our reprefentatives ; to confider the burden impo-
{ed on thofe who are appointed to a& in the executive department ; to
coatribute, as much as lays in our power, to fupport that government

which
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whieh is founded upon the fri@elt principles of equal liberty and juf-
tice. 1fto feck the peace and profperity of the ciry wherein we dwell
be a duty, even under bud governments. what mult it be when we are
fitvated under the beft of contitutions ? It bechoves us to ufc our ut-
molt endeavours to [upprefs every fpecies of licentioufnéfs ; to umite,
with cheerfulnefs and uprightnefs, upon all occafions that may occur
in the political as wel: asin the moral world, to promate that which
has a tenduency to the public good @ for, without a proper fubordina.
tion to the rulers (cither fuperior or inferior) no goverument can
(long) exift. -

And, fecondly, from this mode of generdl government may be de-
duced the neceflity of conforming to the cftablifhed rules of particular
focicties : for, whatever is neceffary to be obferved in refpeét to the
foumer, may be with the greateft propriety applicd to the latter.

And lallly, to eonclude, my dear brethren and companinns, it is
incumbent on us, as Jews, in a more efpecial manner (feeing we are the
chofen and peculiar treafure of God) to he more circumf{pe in our
conduét [ Ifaiah, ch. xliv. v. 8.]—that as we are at this day living evi.
dences of his divine power and unity : f& may we become ftriking cx-
amiples to the natious of the earth hereiftef, as it is mentioned in fe-
veral paffages of the facred feriptures, and particularly in Exodus,
ch. xir. v. 6. * And ye fhallbe unto me a kingdom of priefts, and an
holy nation ;** meaning thereby that we fhould, in the latter days, te~ch
the law to thefe who fhall then enter inte the covenant made w: h
Abraham our father, for in him ¢ fhall al! nations of the carth be
blefled.” For this parpofe, let me recommend to you a ferious confi-
deration of the feveral duties already fet forth this day ; to enter intoa
felf-examination ; to relinquith your prejudices againkt each other ; to
~ fubdue your paflions ; to live, as Jews ought to do. in brotherhood and
aity.; ““ to {eek peace aad purfue it :* {o fhall it be well with you
Ath aere and hercafter ; which God, of his infinite mercies, grant.—
Amen. '
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Praycr for the Government, &¢. &c.

MAY he that difpenfeth falvation unto kings, and dominion unto
princes 3 whofe kingdom is'ah everlating kingdom 5 that delivered
his fervant Dusid from thé deftruftive {word ; -that maketh a way ia
the fea, and a sfh- through the mighty waters : Blefs, preferve,
guard, affift, an ‘fuprémely exait to the higheft degree, the Igreﬁdcnt
and Vice-Prefident of the Union, the Senate and Houfe of Reprefen-
(atives of the United States of America ; the Governor, the Lieutenant
Governor, the People of this State reprefented in Sendte and Affem.
bly, with the Judges and’ Magiftrates of this eity 5 and all Kings and
['otentates in alliance with thefe States. =~ =~

May the Supreme King of Kings, through his infinite mercics, pre-
ferve them, and grant them life, and deliver them from all manner of
trouble and danger. May he fix and eftablith them in their feveral
departmeats in peace and tranquility. May the Supreme King of
Kings implant among them amity, brotherly love and peace. Let not
their lips{peak evil, nor thely tongues utter decgie.

May the Supreme King of Kings, threugh hisinfinite mercies, im.
part his divine wifdom to the Rulers of thefe Stdtes, and grang them a
fpirit of jult counfel, fo that they may be enabled to fupport their de-
terminations with wifdom and judgment ; and may peace ever fubfift
between them and the Kings and Potentates in alliance with them ; and
¢fablifh to them a covenant of peace until time fhall be no more, fo
that nation fhall not lift up their fword azainft nation, neither fhall
they make war any more. Amen. :

Giant it thus, O Lord ! for the fake of thy great and ineffable
rame, aad for the fake of thy people, and thine inheritance, who of-
fereth up their fupplicatiops to thee whofe feat is in heaven, invoking
thee to haften and let thy tender mercies anticipate our prayers, fou
weare greatly deficient and undeferving ; incline thine ear and hearkeu,
and do not defpife our unworthinefs nor our cry unto thee.

We befeech thee, O moft gracious father and me. -iful King, to whom
peace pertaineth, that thou wilt long caufe ua to enjoy a firm peace and
tranquility ; and as thou haft been pleafed to eftablith us in peace, fo
fpread over us thy tabernacle of peace everlafling, and fpeedily effe@u.
ate, that among us may be heard ¢ the voice of him whe bringeth glad
tidings,” announcing that ¢ the redeemer cometh to Zion.” So be
it thy will, and we will [ay Amen. |

[Prayer for the Congrcgation, with the Rulers, &c.—Then
the Plalms, &c. as before direéted.]

A Piayer
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A Prayer by the Hazan.

MAY the Lord qur {Z0d be with us, ag he was with our fatheys ;
may he never leave us or forfake us 3 that he may incline our hearts un.
to him, to walk in all bis ways, to keep his commandments, his ftatutesf
and his judgments which he commangded our fathers. And may theie
ny words, wherewith I bave made fupplication before the Lord, b
nigh unto the Lord our God,day and night, that he maintain the cauf
of his fervant, aed the caufe of his people lirael, atall times, as th
matter fhall require. | | |

~ That all the people of the eprth may krow that the Tord he is God
and none elfe. . e - '

This book of the law fhall not depart frum thy mouth ; and thou fhal
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayeft obferve to doaccord
ing to all that is written therein : for then fhalt thou make thy wa
profperaus, and then fhalt thou be prudent.

. I'favc I not commanded thee ! Be ftreag and of goad courage ;
not afraid, neither be thou difmayed : forthe Lord thy God is wit
thee whitherfoever thou goeft. |

May our Prayers be acceptable, &c. &-c. |
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