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g PSALM cxliv. ver. 13.
Happy is that People that is in ﬂzcﬁ a cafe ;3 yea
- bappy is that People whofe God is the Lord.

Or, as it is in the older Verfion,

- Happy are the People that are in fuch a cafe : yea
- effed are the People who have the Lord for
- their God.

'. HERE is nothing more difficult to

"* alcertain than our Notions of human

-
L
]

1578 ’* | Happinefs ; becaufe they change with

fi Circumitances, and vary with the
Defires that want to be gratified : And though the

T

gHappinefs of any particular Perfon may, in a
freat meafure, depend upon himfelf, (as there is
%httle elfe wanting to acquire it, than ‘a Temper
and Difpofition {uited to the Circumftances of Life
M which he is placed ;) yet when we pronounce a
Whole Nation happy, we muft clearly perceive a
Uoncurrence of fo many, and {o great, Events ;

“could hardly be accomplithed by human Means
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alone, without the Affiftance and Dire&ion of }y, !
fupreme Being whofe Kingdom ruleth over 4.
and who not only delighteth in the Pm/_perig; 0}*
his Servants 3 but, when be giveth Quietnefs, wj;
then can make Trouble & whether it be done againf
a Nation, or againft-a Man only. Job xxxiv, 2,
If we -apply this Obfervation to the happy Q.
cafion of this Day’s Solemnity, how high fhould
we rife in our Expreflions of Thankfulnefs, ¢}
bear a due Proportion to the Mercies and Deli
verances we have received : elpecially when the |
Authority and Example of our Sove—reign excltes
us to this Duty ; when the general Obfervance of |
Nations provokes our Emulation ; and the Go
of Peace himlelf 1s prefent, and we humbly hop |
propitious, to thofe Praifes and Thankfgivings.
we have now offered unto ‘him, for mercifully §
delivering us, in his good time, from a tediou §
expenfive, and deftru@ive War. It remains only, §
to complete the reafonable Service of this joyhul{
Feftival, - that I recommend to your Attention§
{fome further Confiderations on this Subje ; prin-
cipally drawn from the pious Writings of on§
who had equal Experience of the Calamities o
War, and the Bleflings of Peace, be Royal P/aimi).]
It was his peculiar Happinefs, not only to be 1
powered to execute the wonderful Works of God,§
but infpired alfo to celebrate them : Accordin%ly
1158
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. [ 5]
his Compofitions are as much diftinguith’d by the
Praifes, as his Life was by the Mercies, of the Al-
mighty. The {ublime and beautiful Pfalm, from
whence the Text is taken, will, of itfelf, juftify
the Truth of this Obfervation. - Whatever Cir-
cumftances of his Life gave occafion to it, whe-
ther {ome fignal Advantage gained over his na-
wral, and implacable Enemies the Philiffines ;
thofe ftrange Children whole Mouth talked of V- ver. s
nity, and whole right Hand was a right Hand of
Falfbooa : or whether it was intended to thew forth
his grateful Senfe of the divine Affiftance, in re-
ducing his difaftected and rebellious Subjeds to

their Obedience, implied in the Words, who fub-ver.z.

dueth my People that is under me. Whether, I

ly, one, or both, of thefe great Events produced

this particular Compofition,— This at leaft is ob-

vious, that he not only afcribes his own Safety and

Advantages in War to the Power of that Al-

mighty Being, zbe Lord bis Strength, who taught ve.:.

bis Hands to war, and bis Fingers to fight ; but

relies alfo on the divine Mercy and Grodue/s for

the future Profperity of thole Kinpgdoms, over

which his Providence had appointed him to pre-

ide. This he makes confift in a numerous and

well-ordered Offspring, in a plentiful Supply of

the Neceffaries an d Conveniencies of Life s in a

Security from forelgn Invafions, and a  Prevention

of inteftine Tumults. Bow thy Heavens, O Lord,ve. s
{ays
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fays he, and come down, touch the Mountains an]

they fball fmokey i. e. Let the happy Influence

of thy Providence defcend upon thefe Kingdoms
touch the proud Hearts of my alpiring and amb;-

tious Adverfaries with a defire of Peace, and ]

their lofty Thoughts {hall vani(h like Smoke. Then

will the happy Time come, (as it follows in the

er.12. Verfes preceding the Text) Tbat our Sons may
. be as Plants grown wp in their Youth; that our
Daughters may be polifbed after the Similitude of

er13. @ Palace.  That our Garners may be full, afford-
ing all manner of flore 5 that our Sbeep may bring
forth thoufands, and ten thoufands in our Streets .

er-14. that our Oxen may be flrong to labour 5 that there
be no breaking in, nor going out, and no complain-

ing in our Streets. A People diftinguifhed by fuch
profperous Circumfitances as thele, may juitly be
pronounced a bappy People; which the pious Au-

thor does very emphatically in the Words before

us: Happy is that People that is in [uch a cafe:

yea, bappy is that People, whofe God is the Lord.
As, therefore, thefe ftrong and expreflive Cha-

racters of national Happinefs, are, upon this fc-

lemn Occafion a very proper Subje& for our At-
tention ; I {hall beg leave to enlarge upon them m

the Order here laid down: And as they feem to
include {uch Advantages as can only be derived
from a State of Tranquility, we muft naturally be

led
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led to praife, and adore the Goodnefs of God, for
putting us 1n a Condition to procure thefe Bleflings,
by the means of a 7uf and Honourable, and, if
we make a proper ufe of it, a Lafling and Advan-
ztageous Peace. |

The firft Object then of the Royal Pfalmift, in
a State of Tranquility, is to implore the Creator,
and Preferver of all Mankind for the fruitful In-
creafe, and well-ordered Dilcipline of his People ;
that their Sozs might be as Plants grown wp in
their Youth, and their Daughters as the polifhed

Corners of a Temple. Endowed with all the
fine Abilities of a Statefman, in conjun&ion with

thole of a great, and experienced Commander, he
knew that the Power, and Greatnefs of a King-
dom was not to be eftimated by the valt Extent of
its Dominions ; but by the Number, and Strength
of its Inhabitants. Thefe, as they muft neceffa-
rily be diminithed by the Havock, and corrupted
by the almoft unavoidable Irregularities, attending
on War 3 could only be reftored, and modelled by
the good Order, and Policy, which form one of the
principal Bleflings of Peace. When the Father
of his Family, happily difengaged from the ho-
nourable, but hazardous Attendance on his mili-
tary Fun&ion, 1s at letfure to look to the plealing
Duties of a focial and domeftick Life ; and the
Children, no longer fretted with anxious Fears

1oy




[ 8]

for the Safety. of him, on.whom, depends ;thejs
own Welfare, can procure fuch Advantages from
his Bounty, .as they will improve from his Exam_
ple, and Inftru@tion. It is then Owur. Sons will
beft grow #p, and be trained under the Hand of
Care as the young Plants ;: and our Dangbters, un-
der the Eye of Prudence, e as zhe polifbed Cor-
ners of a Temple ; adorned with all the Graces of
Purity, and Devotion. -~ =~ .. .

The Progrefs, and Culture of the human Powers
are here aptly compared fo thofe of the vege-
table Kind ; or the Stone taking its Form, and
Proportion from the ingenious Hand of the Sculp-
tor. It would be but a very imperfe& Wifh for
a numerous Progeny to flourifh only in Health,
and Vigour of Body ; Endowments in common
with mere Animal Nature: The fkilful Hand
of Difcipline is to be applied to their early and
tender State, to train them into Order and Re-
oularity ; to bend, and fubdue the ftubborn Shoots
of Paffion; to prune away the Luxuriances of
immoderate Defires; to graft upon them the
fteady Principles of Piezy to God, Loyalty to
their King, and ZLove to their Country. Thus
difpofed and cultivated, the human Plants wil
bloom with all the Sweets of Inmocence ; and, 1
time produce the lovely Fruit of every Virtue:

whilft the venerable Father of his People, {ur-

rounded
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ounded by the flourithing Sons of Liberty and
Valour, remains unruffled at the popular Blafts of
domeftick Faction ; unfhaken by the menacing
srorms of foreign Invafion. _
~ Again; As the Demands for the Necefaries,
and Conveniencies of Life muft rife in propor-
ton to the Increale of the People, the Pfalmift
very properly fubjoins a Petition to the gracious
Giver of all Things, that, Our Garners may be
full and plenteous with all manner of flore 5 that
wr Sheep may bring forth thoufands, and ten
thoufands in our Streets. The more numerous
any People are, the more they fee the Neceflity,
s well as furnifh the Means, for the plentiful
Accommodations of Life. Agriculture, and Com-
merce, are the principal Sources from whence all
the Supports, and even Superfluities, of Life are
derived : But thefe muit be fuppoled to fail much
of their wonted Succefs, whilft the watchful Pro-
jedts of an Enemy will be ever aiming to inter-
cept the Views of the one; and the Deftruction,
or Avocations, of War, mulit take off many ufe-
ful. Hands from both. . Indeed the fimple and
bounded Defires of the Fewi/b Nation at this Pe-
od, had not yet -opened thole gainful Views of
Trafhick, in which they atterwards made {o con-
iderable a Progrefs. Zheir Attention was chiefly

dreted to the primzval Arts of Pafturage and
.. B Tillage;
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Tillage ; but fo dignified by the perfonal Appl;.
cation of the moft luftrious among their Tribes :
that Indolence itfelf muft be roufed by the Force
of {uch high Example ; till their Zallies on every
fide would fand fo thick with Corn, and their
Flocks and their Herds be 1o multiplied ; as not
only to fill their Garners with Plenty, but enable
them alfo to exchange the Superfluity of their own
Produce, for the various Supplies of more commer-
cial Nations, ' ' ,

But with refpe& to ourlelves, we are mor .
particularly interefted in the Succefs of this Pe.

aqswii tition. 'That good Providence, who Aath deter-

28,

mined the Bounds of the feveral Habitations o
Men, hath, as it were, with his own right Hand
pointed out the natural Object of our Employ-:
ment ; by making the very Ocean, which ¢

cumfecribes our Country, the happy Means of wit ;

ing it to the moft diftant Limits of the FEarth g
To enable us to execute this wonderful Work,)
He hath particularly blefled us with a Staple-
Commodity, the Improvement whereof is equallyg
advantageous to ourfelves, and neceflary to the
reft of the World. Happy as we are in thisin-
valuable Treafure,” (which, the true Lovers of ther;
Country,: will look upon as the Property of the
Publick): every Fleece thou’d be fecured by #

watchful a Guard as was that of fabulous 'Al}tif
qultﬁ
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fquity.__ TO ~ this end,a the Wldem. of the Legf...
{lature have ranked every frawdulen: Alienation
of it among Crimes of the deepeft Dye; and
given up. thofe worft of Enemies, to the Rigour
of Juftice,- when. they could not be reclaimed

by more gentle Methods. =There is therefore a

"Pepuli;arp, Propriety in our j?oining with the Royal
Plalmift,  Thaz our Sheep may bring  forth thou-
Junds _and_ten thowfands in our- Streets : efpe-
cially, -as. by the rich Returns they will procure
us, owr Garners- will _be fidl and plenteous, af-
fording all manner of Store: affording as well
the neceflary Supports of Lite, 70 firengthen Man's
Hears 3 as the more refined Accommodations of
it, 2o make him. of @ chearful Countenance.
I fhould not here pafs by that Part of the Pe-
tition, wherein the pious Author prays, zhat our
Oxen may be firoug to labour ; or, as the Paffage
s perhaps more propetly tranflated, zbat our Cat-
th may be fruitful, and not caft their Burdens .
Or, fhall I not by this, call forth {fuch painful
Refle@tions as ought net to mix with the pleaf-
ing Senfe of this joyful Feftival ? The heavy Ca-
lamity which we, together' with - other Nations,
have long laboured under, is not the neceffary
Attendant on War ; but the happy Rémoval of
‘ *‘ B2 - it

t Voyez Projet  d*une nouvelle Verfion Irangoife de la Bible,
par Le Cenc, pag. 410,
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1t will greatly enhance the Blefings of Peace : ang

- therefore, fince it has hitherto eluded the Art of

the moft fki/ful/, and the Precaution of the moft
prudent, Means ; we muft at lalt fix our only
Hopes of Relief on an humble Acknowledgment,

aut. ix. that zhe Hand of the Lord is upon the Cattle:
and that when {uch Fudoments as thele are abroad,

the Inbabitants of the Earth will learn Righe.
o1fnefs. If our Behaviour be duly regulated by

- i this Senfe of Things, Then will the Lord be in-
" treated for the Land 5 will blefs this Part of our
Vituals with Increafe, and fuffer not our Cattl;

20 decay. .

- But further ; Even Plenty and Abundance lofe
their Power to blefs, when not {ecured by a peace-

able and unmolefted Enjoyment. The pious Mo-
narch therefore concludes his Petition to the Au-

thor of Peace and Concord, zbar there may be

no breaking iny, mor going out; and #o complain-

ing in our Streets. The {udden Irruption of an
ambitious Nation, and the Defecion of a fedi-
tious difcontented People, are here implied by the
fimple Expreflions of breaking in, and going out.

The good King David had tully experienced the
Diftrefs of both thefe: political Evils, His info-
~lent, and implacable Enemies.the PA:/iffines, whole
Ambition could only be {upported by their Per-

tidy ;5 (for their right Hand was a right Hand of
| - Falfebood)
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Falfehood) had often broke through the moft folemn

Engagements, to {eize on any Opportunity of at-
tacking him at a Difadvantage : and the reftlefs,
capricious Temper of his own Subjets, (often re-

bellious - without reafon ; and difaffeéted becaufe
- they would be dlfpleafed) had rendered the Re-
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oal Dignity equally burthenfom, and precarious.
So burthenforn, that, literally {peaking, it was at
bet but @ Zeight of Glory : {o precarious, that
it was not till God had fubdued his People that

was under him, that he could fay, do I not know

that I am this Day King over Ifrael
We need not make a particular Application
of what has been obferved on this Head : The
Annals of all Nations will teach wus, that po-
pular Difcontents, blown up by miﬂeading Arts
mto civil Diftraétion, have rather been a genecral
Byil in all Governments, than the Misfortune only
of a few. Good or ill Conduét in a State is com-
~monly eftimated by the different Turn and Tem-
per of the People,—~—Swccefs, with {ome, futh-
- cently juftifies every Meafure': Dzﬁzppazm‘mem
Wlth others, converts even Wifdom itfelf into To-
norance, and F olly, The Interefts too of Man-;
- kind vary fo much from each other, as to make
the whole irreconcileable : and any Obitru¢tion
10 private Views, is too apt to make Men blind

But tho’

the
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the Seeds - of Difcontent, which™ generally {pring
-up into Faction, be {aid to lurk 1 every Gover.
ment ; yet they certainly take deepeft Root in 4,
beff, No wonder then it {hould be the Prodyc.
tion of a Britifh. Soil: where the Temperature of
our Conflitution is not {o rigorous as to check i
in the Blade ; or rather, the indulgent Spirit of
our Liberty tends to promote its Growsh. But
yet, why fhould it be thought that a weak, un.
availing Fadion rather adds to the #7gour, than
obftructs the Operations,of Government? The wileft
Prov.xvii. of Men hath told wus, that the Beginning of Strife
s s when one letterh out Water. Small as the Vent
at firft may appear, it will infenfibly widen it

Way ; till the Mounds and Fences of Authority
may be broken down; and then no one knows
how far the Inundation may {pread. We hav |
{een the meglefted Springs of  Fattion increale at

*

laft to a Torrent of Rebellion :» but, blefled be God, 5
we have alfo {feen thole deep W aters of the Proud,
which threatned to overwhelm us, ftop’d in their |
impetuous Progrefs; and afterwards producing ths /
happy Effe&, in common with natural Floods,
that though they broke in upon a Land of Libery,
they caufed it alfo to yield a more plentiful Harvel

sl
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of Loyalty. - Thus what appeared to be the Cha-

f{?

Sfifement of Heaven, is found by the Event o

have been intended as a Mercy. Happy art 2‘5?5" |
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0 People ! who is like unto thee, faved by the Lord;Dext 2
the Shield of thy Help, and who is the Sword of z‘/gymm ”
Excellency | Thine Enemies have been found Liars
unto thee, and thow baft trod wupon their high Places.
Now, fhould it occur to any one, that many,
nay moft, of thele Charaéters of national Happi-
nefs, drawn from the Plan laid down by the royal
Plalmift, may be evidently fcund ina Review of
our own Circumitances; yet why fhould this
Confideration render us lefs fenfible of the Bleffings
of Peace? thould it not rather point out additional
Motives to praife, and adore the Goodnefs of God,
for preferving to us the Enjoyment of fo much
Happinefs, during the Courfe of a tedious and
expenfive War? The Continuance of it could not
be jultified upon Chriftian Principles ; and the
~Knowledge of the Event was beyond the Dil-
cernment of Human Policy. Even a more fa-
vourable Crifis, (which was more than we could
be fure of ) muft have increafed the Burzbens, and
multiplied the ZLoffes of many private Perfons ;
and perhaps additional Incumbrances might not
have been balanced by our publick Acquifitions.
Add to this, that Z7ar in itfelf, is produétive both
of natural and moral Evils. It often perverts the
Powers of Reafon, to facilitate the Means of Op-~
preffion : turns Sincerity into Guile; open Deal-
g into Stratagem. It multiplies the Shafts of
- Death,
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Deazth, and gluts the Grave with repeated Vic.
tories ; tramples upon the Beauties of the Crea.
tion, and fpreads Ruin and Defolation over the
Face of the Earth., It is indeed accounted ope
of thofe juft Judgments in the Hand of the Al
mighty, with which he fometimes vifits the Na-
tions : but it is rather permitted by him, as the
Effe& of their own ungovernable Luits and Paf
{ions ; and, to convince them of their pernicious
Tendency ; then as an A¢ of his over-ruling
Power, and vindi&ive Punifhment. When the un-
{earchable Ynds of his Providence are lerved by
it, and Men are {uthiciently plagued becanfe of their
Offences, he then maketh Wars to ceafe in all ihe
World : He turneth the Hearts of Princes as the
Rivers of Water ; reftrains the Violence of their
Paflions with the calm Suggeftions of right Reafon;
and {peaks to their Hearts in the Language of Om-
or.«vi. nipotence itlelt : Be ffill, then, and know thar 1 am
> God: I will be exalted among the Nations, andI
will be exalted upon the Earth. To what elle can
we afcribe that {udden Impulfe to a pacific Difpo-
fition among the feveral contending Powers in the
late War? To what can we impute the voluntary
Conceflions of fome, and the {peedy Adjuftment of
the refpeétive Claims of #//2 but to the fecret, over-
ruling Influence of the God of Peace ; who [pak,
and it was done 5 who commanded, and they were

obedient unto bis W ord.
Should
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- ghould fome few among us ftill be of Opinion,
dhat, becaufe they faw wus poffeffed of many na-
tional Advantages, fuperiour to thofe of our Ene-
mies, we were, therefore, able to profecute the
War with Zigour, and conclude it with greater
Succefs : Yet thele fhould learn to acquiefce in
the general Senfe of good, and confiderate Peo-
ple; to be thankful for the prefent Security of
our national Bleflings, left they fhould too foon
be expofed to the Hazard of a more unprofpe-
rous Iffue. It they faw our Youth fo grow wp,
and owr Ruiver 1o full of them, that we need-

ed not be afbamed to [peak with our Enemies irn
the Gate : 1t they faw us happy in a numerous

~Royal Progeny, which may increafe the future
Glory, as much as they add to the prefent Luftre,
of thefe Kingdoms : If, notwithftanding the great
Confumption of War, the Nation be yet {o po-
pulous, as to be able to ftock a more unculti-
vated Land, and tranfport the Brizi/h Name into
diftant Regions, where they may build them a City
to dwell in: We ought to remember, that it is
God alone who multiplieth bis People exceedingly,
and that Children are an Heritage and Gift thas
cometly of the Lord. It again, our Garners have
been /o Jull and plenteous with all manner of flore,
that we could not only {upply the Wants of our

Allies, but alfo generoufly relieve the Neceflities
C ' of
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of our very Enemies ; we fhould praife zhe Loy
for this bis Goodnefs, and gratefully acknowledge,
that though we fow the Land, it is he only thy
yieldeth Fruits of Increafe. If laftly, there wa
70 breaking iny, nor going outy, and no complaining
in our Streets, but what only ferved to -awakey
us to a Senfe of our Happinefs, and to unite ou
Hands, and Hearts againft thofe who wanted t
difturb it ; we fhould ever thankfully confefs, that
it is the Lord allo who maketh Men to be of one
Mind in an Houfe, and knitteth the Bands of
Society together, fo that they fhall not eafily be
broken.

Whether thefe extraordinary Inftances of divine
Favour (for {fuch they ought to be accounted, i
compared with the Circumftances of the Nations
around us) are to be afcribed to the Juftice of our
Caufe, and our Honour, and Generofity 1n fup
porting it ; is what we rather humbly hope, than
prefume to affert. But if the Maintenance of the
Rights and Privileges of a free People, or a Per-
formance of the folemn Faith plighted to ou
“Allies, be deemed equitable Motives ; it 1s as cer-
tain that we entered into the War with Fufice,
as that we {upported it with Genmerofrzy. It ws
not with a View of enlarging our own Dom-
nions ; thefe were bounded by Contentment : It

was confeffedly to fecure thofe of our Allies; hfol‘
| r 6};




' L 19 ]
they were grafped at by the Hand of Ambition.
We ufed no unjuftifiable Arts to increafe the Ha-
vock of War ; true Valour difdains fuch ungene-
ous Practices: No unconflitutional Methods of
providing for the Charge of it; our Bounty at
home was as much admired as our Courage in
the Field ; and the Vigour of both was equally
flt and acknowledged by our Adverfaries. ==
And if ViGtory was lefs conftant to us by Land ;
though there fhe balanced all our Lofs by crown-
ing the Royal Banners with a moft important,
and ever-memorable Succels) fhe {eemed how-
ever delighted to fide with us in a more unfta-
‘ble Element ; where the Wealth, accruing from
our Naval Triumphs, could only be exceeded
by the glorious Atchievements by which it was
“acquired.
- But it will not become us to give way to the
Impulfe of national Vanity. Whatever Advan-
tages we have gained, or whatever Dangers we
have efcaped, fhould be afcribed to the proper
Author ; and improved by a fubfequent Beha-
Viour, If Pride, Ambition, and Impatience, ge-
nerally prove the Fore-runners of Wary Humi-
ity, Temperance, and Contentment fhould be the
conttant Attendants on Peace. Thefe will teach
s to compofe our Paffions which have been exafpe-
ed, and inflamed by a long Series of Violence

C 2 and



[20]
and Contention : to reftrain that immoderys,
Spirit of Luxury and Extravagance {o prevale,
among us: to regulate our Expences, not by )
fafhionable Vanity of People in a' fuppofed Equ,.
lity of Condition; but by an impartial Eftimag
of our own real Circumftances. It 1s, I hope
rather a ftrong Prefumption of the colleGtive Wealy}
of the People in general, than of the’ particuly
Folly of Individuals; that whilft the Publick ws
maintaining a foreign War with almoft wuexan
pled, but meceflary, Appointments ; the high Gn-
tifications of private Life fhould abate nothingf
their Demands ; but rather rife {till higher upon:
People of every Rank and Condition among us~
But if the Entanglements of Pleafure, and Inat-!
tention to Affairs, have long kept the Accompt:

4
=

open, and unftated ; it is now time to infped |
A

and balance it with a moft accurate Exaénel:

to confider how much we are become Debton!
to Prudence; and to make due Allowance for)
the Share we muft take in the publick Incumbrar
ces: And, if we have any true Love for our Cour|
try, any juft Regard for the Maintenance of 1
Credit ; or any grateful Senfe of the Bleflings v
enjoy under our happy Eftablithment ; now 1s the}
Time to a&t as People entirely convinced, thﬁ’f:
Unanimity in our Counfels, and Qeconomy 1m0
Condu&, are the only Stays that can fupport U
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Weight o our ‘prefent Burthens, and fecure the
Freedom and Independency of thele Kingdoms from
the future Attempts of any ambitious and afplrmg
Nation. - .

~ But il ome fﬁz%g is necdful 3 and we muﬂ:
remember to chufe #he better part, becaufe that is
conneéted with the whole of our Happinefs : for
blefled is the People who have the Lord for their
God. The royal Plalmift was juftly led to this

Conclufion, as well from the repeated Evidences

he himfelf had of the fignal Interpofition of Pro-
vidence in favour of his People ; as from their be-
ing diftinguithed by the only Revelatmn of the di-
vine Wiil tlH then Vouchf fed to Mankind.—But

2 much pappier People are we in Juch o cafe : We

bave the Lord for our God 5 not n the terrible De-
rfunv::f ition of fudtrments, or the 11g1d Ceremonial

of the Fewifh Difpenfationz : not in the corrupted
'Pmdmons, and uncharitable Cenfures of the Ro-
aifh Faith y but in the pure, unalterable Voice of
Iruth, and the unbounded Spirit of Benevolence.
e We have the Lord for our God 3 not in the Tor-
tures of an I iqnmi ion to rack the Hody ; ot 11}
1 e artful Sophiftry of human R efinements o ner
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our Religion is dire@ted to exalt our national Hap.
pinefs ; for the Duties of Fuffice, Temperance, and
Peaceablenefs are certainly producive of it: And,
to the Chriftian Graces which the fame Religion
difplays to us, is annexed the Promife of eternal
Happinels; for our Fairh will dire&t, our Hope will
animate, and our Charity (the unparalell’d Charity
of the prefent Age) will recommend our Endea-
vours towards the Attainment of it,

Let nothing then, come in Competition with the
abfolute Certainty, or even the bare Poflibility, of
thefe high Claims of Piety and Virtue. Let not
Affluence and Plenty, inftead of furnifhing Occa-
fions of enriching the Mind with valuable Ac-
quirements, relax, and foften it into a moft cri-
minal Indolence: let not Indigence and Pain, whe-
ther real or pretended, inftead of roufing the Powers
of the Soul to procure a {fuitable Remedy, have
recourfe to nothing but Amulement; which, while
it feems to protradt, is really haftening the Ap-
proach of, Mifery. If Pleafure muft have its Days
of Vanity, let the Purfuit be rational and limited;
but let Piety alfo have its Hours of Devotion, Let
us, at leaft, allow it that Portion of Time which
both divine and human Laws have afligned it: for
then we may hope that our Piety may juffify our
Pleafure; asa due Compliance with their refpeétive

Claims, will make the one J#nocens, and the other
' Amiable
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Imiable. Ina Word, let us ferioufly confider how
much our very Being, as a People, depends upon
an active Obfervance of the Rules of Virtue and
Religion.  Thefe, by-the natural Order of Things,
muft greatly contribute to {fupport the Power,. and
extend the Influence, of any Nation. They pro-
mote good Order, fair Dealing, and Submiflion to
the Laws at home: They procure Relpe&, enlarge
our Credit, and recommend our Alliance abroad.
——FEven the Nations that knew not God, (in the

Times of Ignorance which be winked at,) by their
i Adherence. to the natural Dictates of Virtue,
and the Law of Morality written in their Hearts,
raifed themfelves to fuch a Pitch of Glory as would
be a Reproach to more enlightened Times; had
they not alfo left us an Example, that the Down-
fal of their Power was principally occafioned by the
Diffolution of their Manners. We are yet, blefled
be God, more brave and powerful than to be ruin-
¢d by other People ; and, I truft, more prudent
‘and wife than to be undone by our own Follies.
The Privileges of a Britifh Subjet are too valuable
to be wantonly thrown away : His Property is fe-
‘auwed by FYuftice, his Liberty by Law, and his
Religion by T7uth. And, 1 may venture to af-
nrm, that, as our Liberty was never fully recop-
7ied, till our Religion was throughly reformed ;
o, whilft we Jland faft in the conflitutional Liberty

procured



L
- - 4 -
= -
.
-
T
r
]
.
- 4
r
4
-
L 2
- - -
- r
-
4
L] ’ ._j
’ L r
1 -
r -
[
Fl
]
' b . k
- o . .
-
r -
r. - . .
B r - 3 .
S
- -
LY

Liv.1.Service 1s -

gled a

a4,

-

C

¥

r
>

r

L

Q. 1%

=

4
T - Fm -
L |
LS
Y
o
|
L §
-4
F
'y
L]
1
- ..-,'!
L)
L 8
wr
n E
-+
»
- - r
]
L] -
L ]
- ¥
]
L |
*
¥
F Ll
-l
r -
L ]
- ,
-
1 -

OIl) ) I

Bonda

o’
T
il
L4
1-!"‘"!-‘-_1-'--'- v
H"I
1= . P 3
i—-'l] Ll
L L] —
- Fa P ¥ ‘-i' -
. o+ -
. - - . Y
[
Ae e e
o " '
row " b ’ ! '
=
) ' 1,
F] 1
" il
[ [ o . +
w
L r "l . I--F
- - -
| U * : .
- 1
. - :'" " o
- - ) 1 F -+ ’ e
PR o -
- 'l ' 1 - oy,
3 -“ .
- L
L] -
[ - | - kg
! - wr F . -
X -
L | - - 1 i L]
AT e Y-
a
LY - -
=
*
] 1
-
. Y, -
- L
]
-
-~
-
o
- -
"
¥ A - 4
e i
” [)
+
" f
. L] FI B
! "
* -
* b '

- _E_..‘r L

"+

PR - '
- ! + -
' . L l,‘
- Y . [
[
= - 1 F" ]
- - L T
- 1
r
- -
[
- ' '
- [ &«
1 v ] ] o . ' J.l.: J'
L]
. ¥ . T 1 3
- - 4 W ‘\# L".' - - f‘ 4 -
" - P R .
. . -
L]
L -
r i a
- L
L]
b " £
'F‘ ] - ““._ I
a l ¥ “1
- - "ol . ¥ - L
P
F -
r
L]
aer -
. - %
"* L] L]
Ty R L -
' N A T | f
o o * - "
- - 8 \
L -t L]
', * *
L]
= . r
k - -
- F -
1 )
L] -
. -
L] - -
L
- wd -t - *
- e o> iy
]
1
L - " .
i - "l#
1
-~ 4 h
* ,| -“ . w t 1

]
+
—_— b e e

L]
-+ ¢
F -
r - 1
|
]
’
- ™
" L]
1 - L ] 1
. E
] ¥ hd ey
L [ 3 -
- -
1 [ } . "
- ™ LY 1
Ty .
- 1
F) - r
- n
- ]
-
- r -
L Y
1 i - '
" * '
"‘ -'!
] . b
4 ]
- - & 1 -*'t.lt 11’;}
. »
N ]
1
v L] 1}
- [ |
1 ]
L]
+
- N -
|
1
]
1
L J
- - -
[ 3
L ]
1
|
- T e ’
L]
L]
» #
Fl
r
r 3 "I"
L]
r
! 1
1 -
1
1
! !
N
*
i +
ﬁr *
A .
1
-li‘ ' -
" 1
[ L]
r
L} LY
L ]
-
a L] I
i L



