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THE EDITOR’S PREFACE.
TO THE READER.

T H E following difcourfe (a very
fmall part of a great, elaborate

work) was written, and publifhed, above
a century ago; but will be new, I be-
lieve, to moft readers. For books,
like other things, are abandoned to cur
caprice; and are called for, or neglect-
ed (to the mortification and difgrace of
the learned world) as the writers of
them chance to be, or not to be, in
fafhion.

We have, doubtlefs, many excellent
performances on the fubjeét here treat-
ed; but none, that I know of, within
the fame compals, equally inftruétive.
There are fome few fa&ts, and tefti-
monies, alledged in the courfe of the
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argument, which, on firiter exami-
nation, have been found not {o perti-
nent, or confiderable, as they were
taken to be 1in the writer’'s time. But,
in general, there 1s fo much truth and
{enfe 1n this hittle tract, {fo much good
reafoning, enforced by fo exuberant an
cloquence, and {o fublime a piety, that,
if I miftake not, i1t will afford, to fe-
rious minds, a mere than common f{a-
tisfaction.

But who, then, 1s the AuTsOR oOf
this applauded work ?

Reader, if thou art fkilled in books,
and haft any difcernment in the ftyle
and compofition of great writers, thou
wilt not afk : if thou art a plain, un-
lettered man, 1t 1s not needful for thee
to know.

Only, read on; and difbelieve, if
thou canft, the trurh and divinity of the
Chriflian Religion.

INTRO-



I NTRODUCTTI O N.

ON THE NATURE AND IFORCL
OF PROBABLE ARGUMENTS.

VERY probable argument hath in it
fomething of perfuafion and proof;

and although it cannot produce evidence
and entire conviction to a wile and a dif-
cerning {pirit, yet it can effect all that it
ought: and although, if the will lift, or if
paffions rule, the underftanding fhall be
made ftubborn againft 1r, and rejeét it
eafily ; yet, if nothing be put in bar a-

gainft i1t, 1t may bring a man to adhere to

1t, beyond the evidence.

Bur, mm {ome cafes, there are a whole
army of little people, heaps of probable
inducements, which the underftanding a-
mafles together, and from every fide ga-
thers all that can give light and motion to

A 3 the
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the article in quefltion; it draws auxihiaries
trom every thing, fights with every weapon,
and by all means purfues the viclory; it
juins line to line, and precept to precept,
reafon to recafon, and reafun to authority j
the fuyings of wiie men with the proverbs
of the people; confent of talkers, and the
ar reings of difputers; the nature of the
thnig, and the reafonablenefs of s expecta-
tions ; the capacities and poflibilities of
men, and of accidents; the purpofes and
defigns, the ufcefulnefs and rewards; and
by what all agents are and ought to be
moved ; cuftoms are mingled with laws;
and decencies, with confideration of profit;
the underftanding confliders the prefent ftate
and heap of circumftances, and by pru-
dence weighs every thing in its own balance
it confiders the confequent of the opinion
it intends to eftablith, and well weighs the
inconvenience of the contrary. But, from
the obf{curity and infufficiency of thefe par-
ticulars, there cannot come a perfect light
if a hictle black be mingled with white, the
product muit have fomet ing of every in-
fluence that can be communicated from its

rrinciple,
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principle, or material conftitution 4 and ten
thoufand millions of #ncertains cannot make
one certain. |
In this cafe the underitanding comes
not to any certainty by the energy of the
motives and dire€t arguments of proba-
bility, or by the firlt cffort and imprefles of
their ftrength, but by a particalar re-
flexion which 1t makes upcn the heap,
and by a fecondary difcourfling extracted
trom the whole; as being therefore .con-
vinced, becaufe it believes it to be impoi-
{ible that fo many confiderations, that no
way conipire either in matter or delign,
fhould agree i1n the produétion of a lie.
It is not likely that fo many beams of light
fthould ifiue from the chambers of hLeaven
for no other reafon but to lead us into a
precipice.  Probable arguments and pru-
dential motives are the great hinges of
human actions; for, as a pope once faid,
“ It 1s but a little wit that governs the
“ world ;” and the uncertainty of argu-
ments 1s the great caufe of contingency
in events. But, as uncertain  as moit
counicls are, yet all the great tranfations
A a of
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of the affairs of the world are refolved on
and adled by them; by fufpicions and fears
and worobable apprehenfions infinite evils
arc prevented ; and it is not, therefore, like-
Jy to be an error, by which fo perpetually
fo many good things are procured and ef-
fe¢ted. For 1t were a difparagement to
the wife providence of God, and a leflening
the rare ceconomy of the Divine Govern-
ment, that he fhould permit almoft ail the
world, and all reiglements, the varicties
of event, and all the changes of kingdoms,
and all counfels and deliberations, to be
condué&ed by moral demonftrations, and
to be under the power of probabilities 5 and
yet that thele (bould be deceitful and falfe.
Neither is it to be imagined, that God
fhould permit wife men and good men,
that on purpofe place their reafon 1n 1n-
difference, that abate of their heats and
quench their own extravagant fires; men,
that wipe away all clouds and mifts from
their eyes, that they may {ee clearly, men,
that fearch as they ought to do, tor things
that they are bound to find, things that
they are commanded to {earch, and upon

which
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which even all their interefts depend, and
yet, enquiring after the end whither tley
are dircéted, and by what means it 1s to be
acquired ; that theie men f{fould be inevitu-
bly abufed by their own realon, by the belE
reafon they have; and thar, when concern-
ing the thing which cannot be demonfirared
by proper and phyflical arguments, yer we
are to enter 1nto a perfualion fo grear, dac
for the wverification of i1t men mull venoture
their lives and their fouls: 1 flv, if dus
kind of proof be not fufficient to ¢ff & all
this, and f{ufhciently to affure fuch mem
and competently to affirm and firengthem
fuch relolutions, falvaricn and damouoom
muft be by chance 3 or, which is worie, 1T
muflt be mpeoeflible to be well, but when
it cannot choote to be otherwiie: ad dus,
I fay, is not to be mmagined thac Gad will
or does permit, fince all thele intercaviios
{fo much concern Gou’s glory, and Cur eter-
nal 1nterelt.

The man events or heaven and hell do
in fome regards depend, as to us, upon our
faith, whote objects are reprefented wizr
fuch hghes from God and rghc reafon as

'I‘.:‘
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are f{ufficient to perfuade, not to demon-
firate; they are {uch, which leave fome-
thing to us of cheice and love; and every
propofiticn of Scripture, though 1t be as
Jure, yct itis not {o evident, as the princi-
ples of geometry; and the Spirit of God
effe€ts his purpoles with an infinence as
foft and placid as the warmth of the iun,
while a phyfical demonfiration blows hard
and high as the north wind; 1ndeed a man
muft ufe rudeneis, 1f he does net quic his
earment at fo loud a cail, but we are more
willing to part with 1r, when the iun gently
requires us: o is @ msral demonftraiion, 1t is
io humane, {fo perfuaiive, {o compiying
withh the nature and infirmities of man,
with the actions of his life and his manner
of opcration, that it {fcems to Lkave been
created on purpole for the needs and ufes
of man in this life, for virtue and fur Lones,
for faith and tfor charity, to make us o
believe by love, and o love bv believing ;
for in heaven they thut {re and love, car-
not chocfe bur love, and fee, and cori-
prenend; for it 1s a reward, and £lis all
their faculpes, and 15 not pofl:Tud by us,

SR
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bar lelf pofiefles us.  In this world, where
we are to do femething ourielves, though
all by the grace of God, thatr which we do
ot ourfelves 1s nothing elfe but to work as
e ourfelves can; which indeed happens
to be, in propolitions, as it is in the love of
God; this casnot fail us, but we may fail
of Jt; and fo are the fentences of religion,
anfallible in themiclves, but we may be de-
ceived, while by a fallible way we proceed
o Infallible notices, for nothing clie could
mdear our labour and our love, our fearch
and our obedience : and therelore  this
muft be fufficient and acceptsble, if we
do what we can: but then this allfo will
fecure our confidence; and in the no.des of
Chriftendom, when diputng icllows {ay,
<< thewr brother 15 damned for not b:lieving
““ them,” we need net to regard any {uch
noifes, if we pro:rce’ prudenily as we can,
and honeftly as we ought; probable nio-
1ives of our underftanding are our fufhctent
conduedt, and then we Lave this warrant,
Bivethven, Jf cur icarls condeimnous not, 1hen
Lo we joe e towards Geat  And God

..

1 Johr 1it. 1.
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would never have infpired his Church with
prudence, or made any {uch virtue, if the
things which were put under the conduét
of it, that 1s, probatilitics, were not inftru-
mental to the f{ervice of God, and to the
verification of all its jult and proper pro-
dudlions.

Probable arguments are like little ftars,
every one of which will be ufelefs, as to our
conduct and enhghtening ; but, when they
are tied together by order and vicinity, by
the finger of God, and the hand of an
angel, they make a conftellation, and are
not only powerful in their influence, burt,
like a bright angel, to guide and to en-
lighten our way. And, although the light
15 not great as tiae light of the fun or moon,
yet mariners fail by their conduct; and,
though with trepidation and fome danger,
yvet very regularly they enter into the haven.
This heap of probable inducements, is not
of power as a mathematical and phyfical
demonftration, which 1s in difcourfe as the
fun is in heaven, but it makes a milky and
a white path, vilible enough to walk in
fecurely.

And,
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And, next to thele tapers of effcétive
reafon, drawn from the nature and from
tne events, and the accidents and the ex-
pectations and experiences of things, ftands
the grandeur of a long and united autho-
rity : the wunderftanding thus reafoning,
¢“ That it is not credible, that this thing
‘“ fhould have efcaped the wifer heads of
all the great perfonages 1n the world,
who ftood at the chairs of Princes, or
fat in the Rulers chair; and fhould only
appear to two or three bold, illiterate,
or vicious perions, ruled by lufls, and
“« over-ruled Ly evil habits,” But in this
we have the fame f{ecurity and the {fame con-
fidence, that timorous perfons have in the
dark ; they arve pleated and can {ee what
is and what 1s notr, 1if there be a candle;
bur, in the dark, they ate lefs fearful, 1if
they be 1n company.

This way of arguing fome are pleafed
to call a Mozxrar DEMoONSTRATION ; nOL,
that 1t can make a propolitiun clear and
bright, and quit from clouds and ob-
fcurity, as a natural demonitration can ;
for I may in this cale ufe Ariftutle’s fay-

i,
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ING, 7570 piv dandie, £an’ s cazis, ¢ Things of
¢ tlhis nature may be very true, but are not
‘“ very evident ;> but it can produce the
fame effelt, that 1s, it can lead into truth, not
with as much brightnefs, but with as much
certainty and infallibility in the event of
things. For a man may as profperoufly
and certainly arrive at his journey’s end,
though but conducted by him that went
the way but once before him, as if he had
a ftraight path walled in on both fides; fo
may we find truth as certainly by probabi-
lities, as by demonftrations: we are not {o
fure that we find 1t, but 1t 1s oftentimes as
furely found. And if the heap arrive ac
that which we call a Moral Demonfiration,
it 1s as certain that no moral demon@ration
can be oppoled againft i, as that no natural
demonitration can be brought in contra-
di¢tion to a natural. For the undertand-
ing cannot call any thing a moral demon-
ftration, tll, by confidering the particulars
on both fides, the reafonab’enefs of one,
and the unreafonableneis of the other, with
a cold {cent, and hberty of {pirit, and an
uvnbiaffed will, it hath paffed the fentence.

for
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for the truth ; and fince 1n this cafe all the
cppofition 1s between Itrength and power
on one {ide, and weaknefs and pretence on
the other, 1t 15 impoflible that the oppofite
parts {hould be cemonftrations, or feem fo,
to the fame man. And this appears by this
alfo, that fome propofitions, which are only
proved by a conjugation of probable induce-
ments, have yet obrained as cettain and as
regular events as a natural demeonitration,
and are believed equally, conflantly, and per-.
petually, by all wile men; and the under-
ftanding does regularly receive the fame im-
preflion, and give the fame aflent, and for
ever draws forth the fume conclufions, when
it is not abufed with differing prejudices
and preoccupations, when its liberty and
powers are not infrebled with cuftoms, ex-
ample, and contrary breeding, while 1t 1s
not bribed by interelt, or hurried away by
paflion. *

Of this I fhall choofe to give one in-
ftance, which, as it is of the greateft con-
cernment in the world in 1telf, fo the gay
impietics and bold wits of the world whe

are witty againit none more than God and
God’s
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God’s wifdom, hkave made it now to be but
too feafonable; and that 1s, that THE RELI-
G1oN oF JeEsus CuRIST, OR THE CHRISTIAN
RELIGION, Is FRoM Gob ; concerning which
I will not now pretend to bring 1n all the
particulars, whereby each part of i1t can be
verified, but, by heaping together fuch
heads of probabilities, which are or may be
the caufe of an infinite perivafion; and
this 1 had rather choofe to do for thefe rea-
fons:

1. Becaufe many men, excellently learn-
ed, have already difcourfcd largely of the
truth of Chriftianity, and avproved, by a
direct and clofe congreflion with other Re-
ligions, by examination of the contrary pre-
tences, rcfutation of their argumenis, an-
fwering their objeftions, and have by dire&
force fo tar prevailed, that all the reafon of
the world appears to ftand on the Chrif-
tian {ide: and for me to do it now, as there
1s no juft occafion miniftered by this argu-
ment *, {0 neither can it bz uleful and ne-
ceffary.

* Of the great <work, referred to in the Editor’s
preface.

2. In
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2. In that way of arguing, every mam,
that 1s an adverfary, can anfwer onec argu-
ment, and fome can reprove many, amd
none can prevall fingly to poflels all the
anderftanding, and to £l all t¢he corners
of confideration ; but in a moral demon-
{tration that can be {fupplicd.

3. In the other way, an adverfary ilup-
poles himiclf to prevail, when he can an-
iwer the arguments fingly; and the dif-
courfes, 1n that method, are lLike the fer-
vants {ent fingly to gather fruits of the hui-
Landmen, they killed them as falt as they
came ; and a man may kill a whole king-
dom over, if the opponents comie by fingle
perfons : but a moral demonftration 1s Like
an army, which can lole fingle perfoas and
yet prevail, but yet cannot be beaten unlefs
1t be beaten all.

4. The few little things, that Atheiftical
perions prate againft the holy Jelus and his
moft excellent Religion, are infinitely out-
weighed by the multitude and variety of
t1ings to be faid for ir; and ler the others
itand (as if they meet with pericns thag
cannot anfwer them), yet they are fure thus

> . -
areare:
D areal
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ogreater aught: too prevaill, Heramfbe rir gof-
jfefles all che apmers: off rexddon, anll meess
with every imitance;, amll coomless woith dne
manner of a muarr,, ard] 1ss Goteed oo dhire oaa-
ture of tnngs;, =l cosmppiess weith oo will,
and perinades: the undéritoantimg, aand 13s =
owmard againdt: the: trickiss adf {igpniterss, and
does. naor: amly” effedE irss puurpodk dyy doedt
influence;. bur iss {ecareet Byy redfiedzoon uipon
ifelf,. and. doessmrare: byyrss imdeeett reenerth,
and: by a bacls: Hloyw;, chizan Byy imss Hridt comera-
£1017S 3 and: tﬁﬁrﬂfﬁrﬁ“’

This: irftamces;, amd! dhss wayy off sapoument,
mzay be of more: wf& o chodte peerions wiho
carmot: fo-difpute;, B ditarrdhiegy aaee sapr oo
be abufed by~ Lirdé-dnnyss, Hyy malimos canid
immperfect arowness;: o oEgy He a deternfa-
nve againf{t oaffing obypdEoorss, amid dhe rme-
pious pranngs: off tie megguem tisggenidfz, the
witty foals,. winlé cifes omam aree armeed Dy
love and prodenve: and] weite {feoorittes oo
ftand wach: confrdémeze amlbl peery agamit
ikines and inTguess af dhmgeer:; or thy
this way beft. 77/uosms iss jpadifzeet] ogf call deer
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A MO AL IDEMACONNSSTITRR AATT IIAMNN
OF T HE TIRRUWITHI T TITHIE
CHRITIIANN RITCILIIGIIOONN.

 HA'S dofcomsfes, off atlltheedaifprraiidees
. in. the-wosld), fRaill rezpurec thieeféeweett
thmes to be gramredd;; eveon muohinpo bhirt
svhar was:. evyderer;, esern moohiome Mo chee
very [{ubjed: oft thiee quediioon, <rzz. Tkt
there was. {uchianoramn ass Jpéhes ittt : cHzar
he pretended! {ochh chingss, ambl comgdiae {fech
dofrmes:: forr Hee chlazr wwlll mooee cHeeke
thimgs to ber fromm Geol), mubft Hee adldoweed
that they were: fromm féonechhmee corcableer.
Bur this poftulizecll déo momradB: thormeeet],
but for orderiss {akec amtlaarr; ; thorwiaar chhee
hiffartes. of thiatr ager regoorect ass aa pmibloc
affarr, as ome- off thiee modkt ecommeerat cepani-
aftions. of the woolkd), thiazr whhedh mazatde 1o
much noite,. whichhcaaéed!bomaryy ctlzznees,
which occafioned!(do MLIAYY WATES, vaviicdh ot i -
vided {o manys hearrsy, whheth adteecet] (fo
many families, whictn proeowceet! (o maany
B> cakeatis,
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gerths, which chtmoeds {60 mamyy ldaxes 1zm
TFavaur, amt  fufered: ﬁfm mianyy refdeippss 1on
The distavarrrs,. af-rofedfs . cimer wanchh wassooat
SOIEe. T2 Cormer;. bumErswass thinxrtpry'-ehhmefy;ws
ard mmore o attimes: - wihichh cambdddidonm aryy
defs) and  was: oppodedd byy {oo omuaah aarg,
and fo i power: tha Tt omed: [ OOIgZTeNy
wihrch filled che worlds wason mooldy, wiimaéh
efreded fitcch grect chomgwss 1on thiee Hodldkies
of men tw'czu:m*trtb{:: dabeateel), aacddmmrgo
the COMDUETICIcrs orrthe hbr_pmmm,;, winaalh
drew fo muny eyes,. amoll Eldad {do omarry
Tomoues, ol ermnieyeds 1&}0 MEEYY [ReBs,

and was the core amal. thie: graglicen oof thhe
whote wordd ar thatrtimes. amaki 1oommeadiasthy
aiter ; CiEr wiltich weas. comfnzrseld tyy poipblic
acTs and records. OfF COUGES,, m‘i'xlﬁcbhh VVigS 1IN
he pooks of friendls anddd coeanrzes, witheah
cams  acpomoamted  ampdt reomsiEcdd  wanph
=imizs and ftars. amcl pooddrress odt hbaaeen

snloenrin o ERUT wihlcly. Ui JEewEs ceean |on

poice and agamit oeors waklss coomrdilce )] aan |
which the witty aclverfazress imneonidonmr (oo

v oL
cveriiirow, coulad nzyerr {60 mugchh ass cchal-
ternee  OT WALT GI CCGELR: 1an thiee mmicteer cob

s
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momcrely  cormrermed:i chhasuor {liboik] npot bbe
helreved, ormmmres. thaznot hhdd neeverbbeos,
doyet anly labouer oo ambkde~ tecapppear nnet
w0 mave been Divine: | cerrziadyy, thbss thhangs
1s {o.certamnchar: 1ot was, thharhhe uﬁt‘ff:ﬂdéﬁi‘s
al it reed not: agcoumat 1ot aa kknode&Ss reo
tmve o prefuppoied;: foor neeecr wwas aapy
fiory-mr the-woridathnzthadd {dommayyddegrees
af credrbritey, . asschec fildoyy off chbe ppeidan,
Iife, and deach; .ofi J#{desChliiit : aadd idfhbe
had mor been an rrmecProphbkeg, yyet tihhet bhe
was m the wonidy. andd {dadd zadd dddd {daoh
th:ngs, canmothesdenmdsd ;fdoresenncoaoecnn-
mp Nizhonrer: wesmakiee noogaefftoan bisat hhe
was m the wond,.. anddldddaa ggeant ppartoot
meankmd afrer himy, asdd whhot wwas [d&s
proved we miortetyy behevees @ aadd whhat ahdl
men {av, ano noommaandaonsss, amod weas nno-
tortous 1 itielf . oftthissweoma gy ninklee s
Ther mouuries:wilechernorwaasahlll chant wibhah
1s pretenred ; forthatunddddmmbkerpratences
and was o the: wopkdy. nredss noonmoze poe-
bation.
Buar mow, whether: Jéhiss Qhbrilweas tdent
from God and. deliveredd thioe wwilllcolf Gaad,
we are (o take accountyifzoam ablll dberibings
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wvas fo public and.: famousy, dingin apwee o
xafton to divers mmpoffors op ainike oie
credulity of the peaple. i preremiingy oo bae
tthe Meilias ; bur oot aoly dive grodiciromoTss
of the rmme, and the perfedn Synakinomiin,
did -pomt hrm aur, bov aw Hiss birzth a fraamee
ftar appeared, which guided] corraim lesaan-
tine Prmees and Sagess tm the inquuryy adfeer
htm ; a firanoe flur, whichh bedlam irregmilar
place and an rrregolar mornom, dizt came
by defien, and aded by coumidl, tie anun-
fel of the almighty Guide,., i muwetl ttoom
place to place, all i fload: juflt averr tthe

houfe where the Babe did Teeps;; o {Thrg, ar
which the Heathen koew mmuch,. whmp damw
nothme of him; a ftar, whoh Ceeas
whrmed to have {igmified. thee dikibermr aff
God for the {alvanon of mam . & kg, cm
puided the wile Chaldeess o woriing Hum
with gifts (as the fume dijcpll att Qi
dees affirm, and) as the hobn Sarrproumes
celrver : and chis ftar could: ber mp {hegoet::
it troubled all che coumtry;: 10 pur .ZZ’E»A::.*.
upon ftrange arts of {ecurtey fuor iss -
dom, it efelted a fod ragedw coonténrallly,

for it occalioned the deathoff alll (e Hredle
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Pabes:m the City, and voifinage of Besbis-
drezi: but the brrth of this young child,
wwhich ~was thus glorthed by a2 ftar, was
glfo fienibed by an Angel, and was et-
Fefeed by the holy Spirit of Goed, in 2z man-
mer witch  was  mn wlelf fupernaturzl; =
Arrom was his Mather, and God was s
Yiather, ond his beginning was mirraculous g
and cthis mateer af nis bxrth of a Virgin
wzs proved to an  mterefted and jealews
perion, even to Fefeph, the {uppofed father

.‘

ot Yefiis, 1t was afhrmed publicly by zli his
damily, and by all his diciples, and pu:b-
dillred in the mudit of all his ememies,
whe by no arufice could reprove 1t ; z mae-
ter o famous, that when 1t was urged 23
an argument to prove Jefus to be the Mef
fizs, by the force of a Prophecy m Faies
P14 Tirgin fhall concerve & Son], they whe
obttinately refuted to admit him, did naot
deny the matter of faft, but denied tha:s it
vras to meant by the Propher, wuich, if it
were true, can only prove that Jetus was
more excellent than was foretold by ek
Prophets, but that there was nothing Iefs
1 lum than vwas to be in the Meffias - :
W3S

"?
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vwwas a matter {o famous, that the Arabiamg
PPhyficians, who can affirm no i{uch things
of their Mahomet, and yet not being able
to deny it to be true of the holy Jefus, en-
deavour to elevate and leflen the thing, by
iaying, It 1s not wholly beyond the force
cf nature, that a Virgin fhould conceive;
{o that it was on all hands undeniable, thae
the mother of Jefus was a Virgin, a Mo-
ther without a Man,

This 1s that Jefus, at whole prefence,
before he was born, a babe in his mother’s
belly alfo did leap for joy, who was alfo a
perfon extraordinary himielf, conceived in
his mother’s old age, after a long barren-
riefs, fignified by an Angel 1n the Temple,
to his father ofhiciating his prieftly ofiice,
who was al{fo ftruck dumb for his not pre-
ient believing: all the people faw it, and
ail his kindred were witnefles of his refti-
tution, and he was named by the Angel,
and his office ceclared to be the fore-runner
of the holy Jeius; and this allo was fore-
told by one of the oid Prophets; for ihe
whole ftory of this Divine perfon is a chain

of providence and wonder, every link of
which
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which is a verification of a Prophecy, and
all of it is that thing which, from Adam to
the birth of Fefus, was pointed at and
hinted by all the Prophets, who'e words in
him pafied perfectly into the event.

T his 1s that Jefus, who, as he was born
without a Father, {o he was iearned without
a DMalter; he was a Man without age, 2
Doctor m a Child’s garment, difputing in
the Sanctuary at twelve years ¢id. Fie was
a fojourner in Egypt, becaufe the poor Babe,
born of an indigent Mother, was a formi-
dable rival to a potent King; and this fear
could not come from the deflign of the 1n-
fant, but mull needs arife from the illuftri-
oufnefs of the birth, and the Prophecies of
the child, and the fayings of the learned,
and the journey of the wile men, and the
decrees of God; this journey and the re-
turn were both managed by the conduct of
an Angel and a Divine dream, for to the
Son of God all the Angels did rejoice to
minifter.

This blefled Perlon, made thus excel-
lent by his Father, and glorious by mira-
culous confignations, and illuftrious by the

miniftry
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niiniftry of heavenly fpirits, and proclaimed
to Mary and to Fofeph by two Angels, to
the fhepherds by a multitude of the hea-
venly Hoft, to the Wile men by a Pro-

phecy I and by a Star, to the Jews by the
Shepherds, to the Gentiles by the three

Wite men, to Herod by the Doltors of the
Law, and to himlelt perfectly known by the
inchafing his human nature in the bofom
and heart of God, and Dby the fulnefs
of the Spirit of God, was yet pleafed for
thirty vears together to live an humble, a
laborious, a challe and a devout, a regular
and an even, a wile and an exemplar, a pious
and an obfcure life, without complaint,
without f{in, without deflign of fame, or
grandeur of {pirit, till the time came thae
the clefis of the rock were to open, and the
Diamond give its luftre, and be worn in
the Diadems of Kings, and then this per=
fon was wholly admirable; for he was
ufhered into the world by the voice of a
loud Crier in the wilderne{s, a perfon au-
ftere and wife, of a ftrange hfe, full of
holinefs and full of hardnefs, and a greag

1 Pfal. lxxit, 10, 11.
Preacher
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Preacher of righteoufnefs, a man believed
by all the people that he came trom God;
one who in his own nation gathered dif=
ciples publicly, and (which amongll them
was a great matter) he was the Doltor of
a’ new inftitution, and baptized all the
Country; yet this man, fo great, {o re-
vered, {o followed, fo liftened to by King
and people, by Doétors and by idiots, by
Pharifees and Sadducees, this man preached
Jefus to the people, pointed out the Lamb
of God, told that he muflt increafle, and
himfelf from all that famc muft retire to
give him place; he received him to bap-
tifm, after having with duty and modeflty
declared his own unworthinefs to give, but
rather a worthinels to reccive baptifm from
the holy hands of Jelfus; but at the folem-
nity God fent down the holy Spirit upon
his holy Scon, and by a voice frem lieaven,
a voice of thunder (and God was in that
voice) declared that this was his Son, and
that he was delighted in him.

This wvoice from heaven was fuch, fo
'evjldent, {o certain a conviction of what i?
did intend to prove, o known and accept-

ed
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ed as the way of Divine revelation under the
fccond Temple, that at that time every
man that defired a f{ign honeftly, would
have been futisfied with {uch a voice; it
being the teltimony, by which God made
all estraordinaries to be credible to his peo-
ple, from the days of Ezra, to the death
of the Nartiony and that there was {fuch a
voice, not only then, but divers times
after, was as certain, and made as evi-
dent, as things of that nature can ordi-
narilv be made. For it being a matter of
fuct, cannot be fuppofed infinite, but li-
mited to time and place, heard by a cer-
tain number cf perfons, and was as a clap of
thunder wupon ordinary accounts, which
could be heard but by thofe who were
within the {phere of its own activity ; and
reported by thofe to others, who are to give
teitimony, as teitimonics  are required,
which are credible under the teft of two
or three difintereficed, honelt, and true men ;
and though this wis done in the prefence
of more, and oftencr than oace, vyet it
was a divine teftimony but at firft, but is
to bhe coaveyed by the means of men;

aﬁd,
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and, as God thundered from heaven at
the giving of the Law (though that he did
fo, we have notice only from the Books
of Mofes, received from the Jewiith nation),
fo he did in the days of the Baptiyt, and
fo he did to Peter, F.uimes, and Fobn, and
fo he did 1n the prefence of the Phaiifees
and many of the common people; and, as
3t 1s pot to be fuppofed that all thefe would
join their divided interefts, for and againit
themfielves, for the wverification of a lie;
fo, if they would have done 1t, they could
not have done it without reproof of their
own parties, who would have been glad
by the difcovery only to difgrace the whole
ftory. Bur, if the report of honeft and
wuft men fo reputed, may ke queltioned for
matter of falt, or may not be accounted
fufficient to mazke faith, when there 15 no
pretence of men to the contrary, belides,
that we can have no f{tory tranimitted to
us, norecords kept, no aéts ¢f Courts, no
narratives of the days of old, no tradi-
tions of our Fathers; fo there could not

be left 1n natare any ufual inftrument,
whereby God could after the manner of

LR
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nien declare his own will to us, but either
we [hould never know the will of heaven
upon carth, or 1t mult be, that God muft
not only tell 1t once but always, and not only
always to fome men, but always to all men ;
and then, as there would be no ufe of
hiftory, or the honefly of men, and their
faithfulnefs in telling any acét of God in
declaration of his will, {fo there woula be
perpetual neceflity of miracies, and we could
not ferve God direétly with our underftand-
ing ; for there would be no fuch thing as
faich, that 1s, of affent without conviction
of underftanding, and we could not pleale
God with believing, becaule there would
be in it nothing of the will, nothing of love
and choice ;s and that faith which 1s, would
be like that of Thzmas, to believe what we
fee or hear, and God fhould not at all go-
vern upon earth, unlels he did continually
come himfelf: for thus, aill Government,
all Teachers, all Apoftles, all Meflengers
wou'd be needlefs, becaufe they coula not
fhew to the eye what they told to the ears
of men; and it mizht as well be difbelieved
in all Courts and by all Princes, that this

was
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was not the letter of a Prince, or the a&
¢f a man, or the writing of his hand, and
fo all human intercourfe muft ceafe, and
all {fenfes, but the eye, be ulclels as to this
affair, or elfe to the car all voices mut be
ftrangers but the principal, if, 1 fuy, no re-
ports f{hall make faith. But it is certain,
that when thele voices were {ent from hea-
ven and heard, upon earth, they prevailed
amongft many that heard them not, and dif-
ciples were multiplied vpon fuch accounts ;
or elfe it muft be that none, that did hear
them, could be believed by any of their
riends and neighbours; for, if they were,
the voice was as effeftive at the reflex and
zebound, as In zhe dire&t emiffion, and
could prevail with them that believed their
brother or their friend, as cerrainly as with
them that believed their own ears and
€ycs.

I need not {peak of the valt numbers
of miracles which he wrought; miracles,
which were not more demonftrations of his
rower, than of his mercv; for they had
nothing of pompoufnefs and oftentation,
but mGniely of charity and mercy, and

thas
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tnat permancnt and  lgfiing and often : he
opened the eyes of the blind, he made
the crooked f{traight, he made the weak
ftrong, he cured ftevers with the touch of
his hand, and an ifflue of blood with the
Lhem of his garment, and fore eyes with the
fpittle of his mouth and the clay of the
earth ; he muluplied the loaves and fifhes,
he raifed the dead to life, a young maiden,
the widow’s fon of Naim, and Lazarus,
and cafl out Devils by the word of his
mouth, which he could never do, but by
the power of God. For Satan does not
caft out Satan, nor a houle fight again(t it-
felf, if it means to ftand long; and the De-
vil could not help Jeius, becaufe the holy
Jefus taught men virtue, called them from
the worfhipping Devils, taught them to re-
fift che Devil, to lay afide all thofe abom:in-
able idolatries by which the Devil doth
rule in the hearts of men: he taught men
to love God, to fly from temptations to fin,
to hate and avoid all thole thines of which
the Devil 1s guilty @ for Chniftianity ferbidy
pride, envy, malice, lying, and yet affirms
that the Devil is proud, envious, malicious,

C | A
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and the Father of lies ; and therefore, where-
ever Chriftianity prevails, the Devil is not
worfhipped, and therefore, he that can think
that a man without the power of Ged could
overturn the DeviV’s principles, crofs his
defigns, weaken his {trengths, batfle him in
his policies, befool him and turn him out
of poffeflion, and make him copen his own
mouth againft himfelf, as he did often,
and confefs himfelf conquered by Jefus,
and tormentcd, as the Oracle did to Augufus
C.cfar, and the Devil to Fefus humfelf 3 he, 1
fay, tnat thinks a mere man can do this,
knows not the weakneflfes of a man, nor
the power of an Angel; but he that thinks
this could be done by compaét, and by con-
tent of the Devil, muft think him to be an
Intelhigence without underftanding, a power
without force, a fool and a fot to affift a
power againit himiclt, and to perfecute the
power he did affift, to ftir up the world to
deitroy the Chriftians, whofe Mafter and
Lord he did affift to defltroy himfielf; and,
when we read that Prepbyrius * an Heathen,
3 profeffed enemy to Chriftianity, did fay,

? Euleb. lib. v.c. 1, Praep. Evang.

e
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Saos Tmpapiv: vig Sy Spocfas o@ere’as sx obdls,
that fince Jefus was worthipped, the gods
could help no man, that is, the gods which
they worfhipped; the poor baffled enervated
Daemons: he muit either think that the
Devils are as foolifh as they are weak, or
elfe, that they did nothing towards this de-
clination of their power; and therefore that
they fuffer it by a power higher than them-
felves, that is, by the power of God in the
hand of Jefus. |

But, befides that God gave teftimony
from heaven concerning him, he alfo gave

this teftimony of him{elt to have come from
God, becaufe that bz did God's will ;3 for
he that 15 a good man and lives by the
Laws of God and of his Nation, a life in-
nocent and fimple, prudent and wife, holy
and fpotlefs, unreproved and unfufpected,
he is certainly by all wife men faid in a
ocood fenfe to be the fon of God; bur he
whao does well and {peaks well, and calls all
men to glorify and lerve God, and feryes
no ends but of holinels and charity, of
wiflom of hearts and reformation of man-
ners, this man carries great authority in his

C 2 fayings,
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{fayings, and ought to prevail with good
men in good things, for good ends, which
1s all that i1s here required.

But his nature was fo fweet, his manners
fo humble, his words fo wife and com-
pofed, his comportment {c graye and win-
ning, his anfwers {o feafonable, his queftions
o deep, his reproof {o fevere and charita-
ble, his pity fo great and merciful, his
preachings fo full of reafon and holinefs,
of weight and authority, his converfation
fo ufetul and beneficent, his poverty great
but his alms frequent, his family fo holy
and religious, his and their employment
fo profitable, his meeknefs fo incompara-
ble, his paflions without difference, fave
only were zeal or pity carried him on to
worthy and apt expreflions, a perfon that
never laughed, but often wept in a fvnfe
of the calamiti-s of others; he loved every
man and hated no man, he gave counicl to
the doubtful, and inftructed the 1gno-
rant, he bound up the broken hearts, and
ftrengthened the feeble knees, he relieved

the poor, and converted the finners, he
defpifed none that came to him for relief,
| and
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and as for thofe that did not, he went t2
them ; he tcok all occafions of mercy that
were offeted him, and went abroad for
more; he fpent his days in Preaching and
healing, and his nights in Prayers and con-
verfation with God; he was obedient to
Laws and fubjeét to Princes, though he
was the Prince of Fudea in right of his
Mother, and of all the world in right of
his Father; the people followed him, but
he made no conventions; and when they
were made, heé fuffered ro tumults; when
they would have made him a King, he
withdrew himfelf; when he knew they
would put him to death, he offered him-
felf ; he knew mens hearts, and converfed
{ecretly, and gave anfwer to their thoughts
and prevented their queftions; he would
work a miracle rather than give offence,
and yet fuffer every offence rather than {ee
God his Father difthoneured ; he exadtly
kept the Liaw of Mofes, to which he came
to put a petiod, and yet chofc to fignify
his purpofe only by doing aéts of mercy
tupon their Sabbath, doing nothing which
they could call a breach of a command-

C
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ment, but healing fick people, a charity,
which themfelves would do to beafts, and

yet they were angry at him for doing it to
their brethren.

In all his life, and in all his converfatioh
with his nation, he was 1nnocent as an
Angel of light; and when, by the greatnefs
of his worth, and the feverity of his doc-
trine, and the charity of his miracles, and
the noiles of the people, and his immenfe
fame in all that part of the world, and the
multitude of his difciples, and the authority
of his Sermons, and his free reproof of
their hypocrify, and his difcovery of their
falfe doctrines and weak traditions, he had
branded the reputation of the vicious rulers
of the people, and they refolved to put
him to death, they who had the biggeft
malice 1n the world, and the weakeft ac-
cufations, were forced to fupply their want
of articles againft him by making truth to
be his fault, and his office to be his crime,
and his open confeflion of what was afked
him to be his article of condemnation ;
and yet after all this they could not per-
tuade the eompetent Judge to condemn

ham,
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him, or to find him guilty of any fauls,
and therefore they were forced to threaren
him with C#/a7’s name, againlt whom then
they would pretend him to be an e¢nemy,
though 1n their charge they neither proved,
nor indeed laid it againft him ; and yet to
whatfoever they objefted he made no re-
turn, but his filence and his 1nhnocence were
remarkable and evident, without labour
and reply, and needed no more argument,
than the Sun needs an advocate to prove,
that he is the brighteft ftar in the firma-
ment.

Well, fo it was, they crucified him;
and, when they did, they did as much put
out the eye of heaven, as deftroy the Son
of God; for, when with an incomparable
fweetnefs, and a patience exemplar to all
ages of fufferers, he endured afironts, exa-
minations, {corns, 1nfolencies of rude un-
gentle Tradefmen, crael whippings, injuri-
ous, unjuft, and wvnrealonable ufages from
thoie whom he obliged by all the arts of
endearment and offers of the biggelt kind-
nels, at laft he went to death, as to the
work wnich God appointed him, that he

: C 4 might
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might become the world’s facrifice, and the
oreat example of holinefs, and the inftance
of reprefenting by what way the world was
to be made happy [even by fufferings and
{o entering into heaven]; that he might (L
fay) become the Saviour of his Enemues,
and the elder Brother to his friends, and the

Lord of Glory, and the fountain of its
emanation. Then it was, that God gave
new teftimonies from heaven : the Sun was
cclipfed all the while he was upon the Crofs,
and yet the moon was in the full; that 1s, he
loft his light, not becaufe any thing 1n nature
did inveft him, but becaufe the God of na-
ture (as a Heathen at that very time con-
tefled, who yet faw nothing of this {ad ini-
quity) did fuffer. The rocks did rend,
the veil of the Temple divided of ielf
and opened the inclofures, and difparked
the Sanctuary, and made it pervious to the
Gentiles eye ; the dead arofe, and appeared
in Ferufalem to their friends, the Centurion
and divers of the people fmote their hearts,
and were by thefe ftrange indications con-
vinced that he was the Son of God. His
garments were parted, and lots caft upon

his
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his inward coat, they gave him vinegar and
gall to drink, they brake not a bone of
him, but they picrced his {ide with a fpear,
looking upon him whom they had pierced ;
according to the Prophecies of him, which
were {o clear and defcended to minutes and
circumitances of his paffion, that there was
nothing left by which they could doubt
whether this were he or no who was to
come into the world : but after all this,
that all might be finally verified, and no
{cruple lefr, after three days burial, a
areat ftone being rolled to the face of the
grave, and the ftone fealed, and a guard
- of foldiers placed about it, he arofe from
the grave, and for forty days together con-
verfed with his followers and Dciples,
and beyond all {ulpicion was feen of five
hundred Brethren at ence, which 1s a num-
ber too great to give their confent and
teftimony to a lie, and, it being fo pub-
licly and confidently affirmed at the very
time it was done, and for ever after urged
by all Chriftians, uied as the moft mighty
demonf(tration, proclaimed, preachedl, talk-
¢d of, even upbraided to the gainfayers,

Firmed
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2fiirmed by eve-witnefles, perfuaded to the
kindred and friends and the relatives and
companions of all thole five hundred per-
fons who were eye-witnefles, it 1s infinitely
removed from a reafonable fufpicion; and
at the end of thofe days was taken up into
heaven in the fight of many of them, as
Elias was in the prefence of Elifa.

Mow he, of whom all theie things are
truc, muft needs be more than a merc
man; and that they were true, was af-
firmed by very many eye-witnefics, men,
who were innocent, plain men, men that
had no bad ends to ferve; nien, that look-
ed for no preferment by the thing i1a this
life ; men, to whom their Mafter told they
were to expect not Crowns and Sceptres,
not praife of men or wealthy pefleflicns,
not power and eale, but a veoluntary caiting
away care and attendance upon {ccular af-
fairs, that they might attend tneir DNii-
niftry 3 poverty and priions, trouble and
vexation, periecution and labour, whip-
pings and banithment, bonds and death
ana for a reward they mult ftay till a good
day caine, but that was not to be at all iy

ti118
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this world; and, when the day of reftitu~
tion and recompenfe fhould come, they
thould never know till i1t came, but upon
the hope of this and the faith of Jefus, and
the word of God {o taught, {0 confligned,
they muft rely wholly and for ever.

Now let 1t be confidered, how could mat-
ters of fact be proved better ? and how
could this be any thing, but fuch as to rely
upon matters of faét ?# what greater cer-
tainty can we have of any thing that was
ever done which we faw not, or heard not,
but by the report of wiie and honeft per-

fons ! efpecially, fince they were fuch whofe
life and breeding was {o far from ambition

and pompoufnels, that as they could net
naturally and reafonably hope for any great
number of Profelytes, fo the fame that

coull be hoped for amongft them, as it
mutt be a matter of their own procuring,
and confequently uncertain, fo it mult needs
be very inconfiderable, not fit to outweigh
the danger and the lof3, nor yet at all vae
luable by them whofc education and pre-
tences were againft 1t? Thele we have

plentifully, Buctif thele men are numerous
and



[ 42 1]

and united, it is more. Then we havs
more 3 for fo many did affirm thefe things
which they faw and heard, that thoufands
of people were convinced of the truth of
them : but then, if thefe men offer their
oath, 1t is yet more, but yet not fo much
as we have, for they {caled thofe things
with their blood; they gave their life for a
teftimony ; and what reward can any man
expelt, 1t he gives his life for a lie 2 whe
fhall make him recompenfe, or what can
tempt him to do it knowingly ? bur, after
ail, 1t 1s to be remembered, that as God
hates lying, "{o he hates incredulity ; as we
muft not believe a lie; fo neither ftop up
our eyes and ears again(t truth 3 and what
we do every minute of our lives in matters
of little and of great concernment, it we
refufe to do in our Religion, which yet is
to be conducted as other human affairs are,
by human infiruments and arguments of

perfuafion, proper to the nature of the
thing, 1tis an obftinacy, that is as contrary

to human reafon, as itis to Divine faith.
‘Thefe things relate to the person of the
boly Fefus, and prove fufficiently that it was
EXEraoy-
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rure, and forbids us to take pleafure in that
which is the only entertainment of Devils, in
murders and revenges, malice and fpiteful
words and adlions; it permits corporal
pleafures, where they can beft minifter to
nealth and focieties, to confervation of fa-
milies and honour of Communities; 1t
teaches men to keep their words, that them-
telves may be fecured 1p all their juft in-
tcerefts, and to do good to others, that good
may be done to them ; it forbids biting
one another, that we may not be devoured
by one another; and commands obedience
to fuperiors, that we may not be ruined in
confufion ; it combines governments, and
confirms all good Laws, and makes peace,
and oppofes and prevents wars where they
are not jult, and where they are not necef-
fary. It is a Religion that is life and fpiric,
not confifting 1n ceremonies and external
amufements, but in the {ervices of the
heart, and the real fruit of lips and hands,
that is, of good words and good deeds ; it
bids us to do that to God wh:ch 1S agreeable
to his excellencies, that is, worfhlp him
with the beft thing we have, and make all

things
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things elfe miniftertoit; 1tbids us do that
to our neighbour, by which he may be
better: it is the perfe&ion of the natural
I.aw, and agrecabl!e to our natural necel-
{ities, and promotes ocur natural ends and
defiens : 1t does not deftroy reafon, bug
inftructs it in very many things, and com-
plies with 1t 1n all 3 1t hath 1n it both beat
and /ight, and is not more efle¢tual than it
‘jsbeauteous ; 1t promiies every thing that
‘we can defire, and yet promifes mothing
but what it does effeft ; it proclaims war
again{t all vices, and generally does com-
mand every virtue 3 it teaches us with eale
to mortify thofe afleftions which reafon
durft {carce reprove, becaufe fhe hath not
{trength enough to conquer ; and it does
create in us thofe virtues which reafon of
herfclf never knew, and after they are
known, could never approve fufficiently :
it is a doctrine, in which nothing is fuper-
fluous or burdenlome ; nor yetis there any
thing wanting, which can procure happi-
nefs to mankind, or by which God can bg
cloriied: and, if wifdom, and mercy, and
jultice, and fimplicity, and holinels, and

purity,
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purity, and mecknefs, and contentednefs,
and charity, be imagzes of God and rays
of Divinity, then that Doctrine, 1n which
all thefe fhine fo glorioufly, and in which
nothing elfe 1s ingredient, muft needs be
from God ; and that all this is true 1n the
Doctrine of Jefus needs no other proba-
tion, but the reading the words.

For, that the words of Jefus are con-
tained in the Gofpels, that is, in the wri-
tings of them who were eye-witnefles and
ear-witnefles of the a&ions and Sermons of
Jetus, 1s not at all to be doubted ; for in
every {elt we believe their own records of
Dodétrine and 1inititution: for it 13 madnels
to fuopofe the Chriltians to pretend to be
fervants of the Laws of Jefus, and yet to
make a L.aw of their own which he made
ot . no mian douwots bue that the Alcoran
15 the Law of Mahomet, that the CId
Teltament contains the Religion of the
Jews; and the authority of thele Books 13
proved by all the arguments of the Reli-
gion, tor all the arguments perfuading to
the Religion are intended to prove ne
other, than is contained in thofe Books,

and,
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and, thefe having been for fifteen hundred
yvears and more, received abfolutely by all
Chriltian affemblies, 1f any man fhall of-
fer to make a queltion of their authoriry,
he muft declare his reafons, for the dil-
ciples of the Religion have {fufficient pie-
fumption, fecurity and pofleflion, till they
can be reafonably d'fturbed; bur, that naw
they can never be, is infinitely certain, be-
cau'e we have a long, immemornal, unm-
verfal tradition that tiele books were writ-
ten in thole times, by thole men whole
names they bear, they were accepted by all
Churches at the very firlt notice, except
{fome few of the larer, which were Ard re-
ceived by fome Churches, and then con-
fented to by all; they were acknowledeed
by the fame;, and by the next age tor ge-
nuine, their authority publifhed, their words
cited, appeals made to them-1n all queltions
of Religion, becaulz 1t was known and
confefled that they wrote nothinz but that
they knew, fo that they were not deceived
and to lay, they would lie; mult be made
ro appear by fomething extrinfical to tins
inquiry, and was never fo much as plachioly

i) pretended
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pretended by any adverfaries, and it being
a matter of another man’s will, muft be de-
clared by acltions, or not at all.

But, befides, the men, that wrote them,
were to be believed, becaufe they did Mi-
racles, thiey wrote Prophecies, which are
verified by the event, perfons were cured
at their Sepulchres, a thing fo famous that
it was confefled even by the enemies of the

Religion : and, after all, that which the.

world ought to rely upon, is the wifdom

and the providence and the goodnef{s of
God; all which it concerned to take care

that the Religiom, which himfelf fo adorned
and proved by miracles and mighty figns,
thould not be loft, nor any falfe writings be
obtruded inftead of true, left, without our
fault, the will of God become impofiible
to be obeyed.

But to return to the thing : all thofe ex-
cellent things, which fingly did make fa-
mous fo many feéts of Philofophers, and
remarked fo many Princes of their feéts,
all them united, and many more, which
their eyes, ouusla wedesidus, dark and dim,
could not {ce, are heaped together in this

fyltemm
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{yltem of wildom and holinefs. Iere, are
plain precepts full of deepeft myfltery ;
here, are the meafures of holinels and ap-
proaches to God defcribed 3 obedience and

conformity, mort:fication of the body, and
elevations of the fpirit, abfirations from

earth, and arts of fociety and union with
heaven, degrees of excellencies, and ten-~
dencles to perfection, imitations of God,
ana converfations with him; thefe are
the heights and defcents, upon the plain
arounds of natural reafon, and natural re-
ligion ; for there is nothing commanded
but what our reafon by nature ought to
choofe, and yet nothing of natural realon
t:ught but what is heightened and made
more perfect by the Spirit of God ; and,
when there 1s any thing in the Religion,
that is againft fleth and blood, 1t is only
when fleth and blood is againidt us, and
acainit reafon, when flefh and bload either
would hinder us from great felicity, or
bring us into great mifery . to conclude, it
is fuch a Law, that nothing can hinder
men to receive and entertain, but a perti-

nactous bafenefs and love ro vice, and none
D2 Can
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can receive it but thofe who refolve to be
good and excellent ; and, it the holy Jelus
had come into the world with lefs {plendor
of power and mighty demonftrations, yet,
even the excellency of what he taught,
makes him alone fir to be the Maiter of
the world. h.

III.

Confliderations refpecting the ErrecT, and
the InsTrRUMENTS, of Chrifl’s Religion.

BuTt then let us confider what this excel-
lent perfon did effeét, and with what inftru-
ments he brought fo great things to pafs.
ke was to put a period to the Rites of
Mofes, and the Religion of the Temple, of
which the Jews were zealous even unto
pertinacy ; to reform the manners of all
mankind, to confound the wifdom of the
Grecks, to break in pieces the power of
the Devil, to deftroy the worthip ofall falfe
Gods, to pull down their Oracles, and
change their Laws, and by principles wife
.and Loly to reform the falfe difcourfes of

tl*l C W 01'1'5.] ¢

But
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But fee what was to be taught, A Trinity
iﬂ the Unity 0f the GOdhEﬁd, frp’aa ey i, Ly Tfi:t, '
that 1s the Chriltian arithmetick, Three are
cne, and one are tevee, 1o Luctan in his Phi-
lopatiis, or fome other, derides the Chriftian
Docttrine ; fee their Philofophy, Lx wnihilo
nibil it WNo: Ex nihilo emnia, all things
are made of ncthing; and a Mean-Ged and
2 God-Man, the fame perfon finite and in-
finite, born in time, and yect from all eter-
nity the Son of God, but yet born of a
Woman, and fhe a Maid, but yer a Mo-
ther; reiurreltion of the dead, re union of
foul and body; this was parcof the Chriltian
Phylicks or their natural Philofephy.

But then certainly ** therr moral was eafy
““ and delicious.”  Itis {o indeed, but not
to flefbh and blood, whole appetites it pre-
tencs to regulate or to deftroy, to refirain
or elfe to mortity : fafiing and perance, and
Lumility, lovirg cur cnemies, weffituticn of
injuries, and [felf-demia’y and taking up the
Crefs, and lofing all our geods, and giving ouni
life for Fefus : as the other was hard to be-
licve , 1o this 1s as hard to do.

D 3 Eut
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But for =vhom and under whoie conduct
was all this to be believed, and all this to
be done, and all this to bte fuffcred ?
Surely, for {fome gclorious and mighty
Prince, whole {plendor as far outifhines
the Roman Empire, as the jewels of Clco-
patra outlhined the fwadd!ingz clothes of
the Babe at Bethlelem, NO, It was not {o
neither.  For all this was for %o/zs, whom
his followers preached ; a poor Babe, born
1n a frable, the fon of a Carpenter, cradled
in a cratch, fwaddléd in poor clouts; it
was for him whom they indeed called a
God, but yet whom all the world knew,
and they themliclves faid, was whipped at a
polt, nailed to a Crofs; he fell under the
malice of the Jews his Countrymen, and
the power of his Roman Lords, a cheap
and a piutul facrifice, without beauty and
without {plendor.

T'he pEston is great, but does not yet
feeny poffible 3 but thercfore Ict us fue what
INSTRUMENTS the Holy Jefus chofe, to ef-
felt thefe fo mighty changes, to perfuade
{o many propofitions, to endear fo oreat
tufictings, to overcome {0 agreat enemics, to

mafter
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mafter fo many impoflibilities which 2k
Doctrine and tbis Law from zhis Mafter

were fure to meet withal.

Here, here it 15 thac the Divinity of the
power 1s proclaimed. When a man goes
to war, he raifes as great an Army as he
can to out-number his enemy ; but, when
God fights, three hundred men, that lap
like a dog, are fufficient; nay, one word
can diflolve the greateft army. lle that
means to effect any thing muft have means
oif his own proportionable ; and if they be
not, he muft fail, or derive them from the
mighty. Sece then with what infiruments
the holy Jefus fets upen this great reforma-
tion of the world.

Twelve men of obfcure and poor birth,
of contemptible trades and quality, with-
out learning, without breeding; thele men
were {ent into the midit of 2 knowing and
wife world, to difpute with the molt fa-
mous Philofophers of Greece, to out-witall
the learning of .4:bens, to out-preach all the
Roman Orators; to introduce into a newly-
fcttled Empire, which would be imipatient
cf novelties and change, fuch a change as

D 4 muit
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muil delirey all their Temples, or remove
thence all ther gods @ agamnlt which change
all the zoal of[he world, and all the paf-
finns, and all the feeming pretences which
they could make, muft nceds be viclently

(:[‘!;‘:.Glld: a change, that introduced new

l.aws, and caufed them toreveric the old,
t> change that Religion under which their
I'athers long did profper, and under whici
the Roman Linpire obrained {fo grear a
orandeur, for a Religton, which 1n ap-
pearance was filly and humble, meck and
peaceable, notapt iadeed to do harm, but

expoling nien to all the harm in the world,
abating thetr courage, blunting their {w Olda,

teaching peice and LmJCtWLneG, and mak-

ing the foldiers ar mis in a manner ufclefs,
and uniyirg their mitlitary girdle: a R c:h-

cion, which contradifted their reafons of
State, and erelted new Judicatories, and
made the Roman Courts to be filent and
without caufes; a Religion th 2L
tenance to e poor and pitiiu

ve coun-
(but 1n a
time waen riches were adored, and ambi-

8"
il

tion clicemed the grearefl nob»lenefs, and
pleaitre thought to be the chicfill good)

!'-
18
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it brought no peculizr blefling to the rich
or mizhity, uclels they woulda becorme poor
and humble 1n fume real fenle or otiery a

crets of the fouil, and unvavel il the in-
trigucs of hearts, and rerormy ali evil man-
ners, and breuk vile habits inro orntiencis
and counfel : that fuch a Rehigion ia fuch
a time, preached by fuch mean ;crions
{hould triumph over the Phijolephy ¢i the
vworld, and the arguments of the fuisle,
and tise Sermons of the cloguent, and the
power. of Princes, and the interelt of
States, and thie inclinations of nature, and
the Dblindnels of zeal, and the torce of
cuftom, and the pleafures ot {in, and the
buly Arts of the Devity that 1s, againlt wir,
and powcr, and moncy, and Religion, and
wiifuloefs, and icme, and Empire, which
are all the things in the world that cun make
athing mmpaeliibie; tows, 1 lay, could not be
by the propor force of {uch inflruments
for no man can fpan heaven with an infant’s
paim, ner govern wile mpires with Dia-

E!'JIHS.

It
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It were impudence to {end a footman ta
ccnimand Ce/ar to lay down s arms, to dil-

an- L eerions,and throw himilifinte7 yber,
or koo . Tavern next o Peiply’s Thearre;

but, 1f « feber man fhall ftand zlone, un-
armed, undefendod, or unprovia:d, and
{hall tell tiat he vall make the Sup ftand
ititl, or remove a maountzin, or reduce
Aceirzes’s Army to the {cantling of a fingle
i'roop, he that believes he will and can do
this, muft believe he does it by a higher
power, than he can yet perceive; and fo it
was in the prefent tranfuétion. For that
the holy Jelus made mavifible powers to do
him vilible konours, that his Apoftles hunt-
ed the Damons from their Tripods, thetr
Navels, their Dens, their hollow Pipes,
their Tempies, and ther Altars; that he
mmade the Oracles {ilent, as Lxcian, Por-
plyry, Celfus, and other THeathens confels ;
that, againfl the order of new thinge, which
let them bz never {o profituble or couod do
vet fufier reproach; and cannot prevail un-
lefs they comimence 1 a time cof alvantage
and tavoury yer, taat this theu!d flourtlh
like the Pulin by preflure, grow gloricus

b}'
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by oppenfition, thrive by perfecution, and
was demonfirated by objedtions, argues a
high=r caufe than the immediate inliru-
ment.  Now how this higher caule did
intervene, 1s vilible and notoriouws: the
apoftles were not learn:d, but the holy
Jfus promifed that he would fcnd dewn
witlom from above, from the Fathier of
{phiits; they had no power, but they thould
be invefled with power from o highy they
Wl fff?f';f"ﬁ 2 ﬂnd 210 ns, but ht‘ \'Uﬂugd
make then Jeained and confidens, and io he
did: he promilea that wa fow days he
would fend the hely Ghoft upon aneing and
he did {o ; after ten davs thi-y foit and law
clorions immiflion trom heaven, hghts of
moveable fire Gtting upon their heads, and
that light did iHuannate their hearte, and
the mighty rufhing wind infpired tnem with
a power of {peaking divers languages, and
brought to thoir remembrances all thae

Jefus did and taught, and made them wile

s condudt {fouls, and bLold to venture, and

prudent to advile, and powerful to do mira-

cles, and witty to coavince gainfayers, and

hugely inftructed in the Scripuures, and

oave



L ¢o ]
owve thom the Dirit of Government, and
the frnit of Propiecy.

This t'ioz was 10 U blic, that at the firft
notice of it three thout.and ioula vere cone
verred on that very day, at the very time
when it was done 3 for 1t was certainiy
vi[ible demonitration of an invilible pm.er,
that igneorant perfons,  who were never
tauzht, fhould in an inltant {peak 2ll the
lanpuages cf the Roman ILmpire; and in-
deed this thing was {o necellary to be fo,
and fo certain that it was {0, fo public and
fo evident, and {o realonable, and {o uferul,
that 1t 1s nct cafy t¢ fay whether 1t was the
ind.cation of 3 greater power, or a groater
widom; cmd now the mieans was propor-
t:onacie cncugh to the biguelt end: with-

.

cut learning, thev could not confute the

1

ecarned wor'd; but thereicre God becaime

3

i cﬂclh*r: without power, they could

t Drea the PeviP’s violence, burt there-
j":_.::a: {Ih J cave themy  power:  without
COUro 2y iy CG‘U] | not conteit agamn{t all
Lo vinenoe of tho {“ and Gentiless bue

L

- _.--._

!

e 1L \
rooratore God val then 1;..L1;-a[h and cave

toaent furtituar s withous great caution and

Dl 1'"'nr"‘“:.r1
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providence, tirey cculd not avoid the traps
of crafty periecuors; bur therctore God
gave them caution, and made thom provi-
dent, and, as Bolerl and Ah077:0 recoivid
the {oiric of G@-ﬂ,, the Imint of underfiand-
oo o emabie them 10 work cxcellently
thc: Tabor J_.Ld?., 7 bhald the Anollles to

i
iake them wile for the wora of God and
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Arimathea, Sergius the Prcfident, Dicnyfins
an Athenian Judse, and Polycarpus, Fuflinuys
and frencus, Aihencporas anid Origen, Ter-
tu!lian and Clemeirs of Adlexandsia who could
not be fuch fools as, upon a matter not
certainly true but probably fallc, to unravel
their former principles, and to change their
Liberty for a Prilon, wealth for poverty,
honour for difreputation, life for death, if
by iuch exchange ticy had not been fe-
cured of truth and holineds and the will of
God.

But, above all thefe, was Savi, a bold
and a witty, a zealous and learned young
man, who, going with lerters to perfecute
the Chriftians of Damafcus, was by a light
from heaven called from his furiouws march,
reprovea by God’s Angel for perfecuting
the caufe of Jefus, was feat to the City,
baptized by a Chrittian Minifter, inflrudied
and fent abroad 5 and he became the pro-
digy of the world for learning and zeal,
for preaching and writing, for labour and
fuffcrance, for covernment and wifdom ;
he was admitted to fve the holy Jefus after

the Liord was taken into heaven, he was
taken
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taken up into Paradile, he converfed with
Angels, he faw unfpeakable rays of glory 3
and belides that himfielf faid 1t, who had
no reafon to lie, who would get nothing by
it here but a conjugation of troubles, and
who fhould get nothing by 1t hereafrer if
it were falfe; beflides this, I fay, that he did
all thofe alts of zeal and obedience for the
promotion of the Religion, does demon-
{trate he had reafon extraordinary for fo
fudden a change, f{o {lrange a labour, fo
frequent and incomparable fufterings: and
therefore, as he did and fuffered fo much
upon fuch glorious motives, fo he fpared

not to pubiifh it to all the world, he fpake
it to Kings and Princes, he told it (. tiie

envious Jews; he had partners of iils
sourney, who were witnefics of the mira-
culous accident; and in his publication he
urged the notorioufnels of the fa&, as a
thing not feigneld, nost private, but done ag
noon-day under the teit of competent per-
fons; andit was a thisg that proved 1clelf,
for 1t was effective of a prefent, a great, and
a permanent change,

Bur
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But now it is no new wonder, but a pur-
fuance of the fume conjugation of great and
Divine things, that the Fame and Religion
of Jefus was with fo incredible a fwittnels
fcattered cver the face of the habitable
world, from one end of the earth unto
the othery 1t flled all Afz tmimediarely, 1t
paficd prelentdy to Larepe, and to the
furthelt .7/ riccusy and all the way 1t went
it told notl:ing but an holy and an humble
ftory, that hie who came to bring it into
the world, dicd an ignominious death, and
yet this death did not teke away their
courage, but added much: for they could
not fear death tor that Matter, whom they
Kknew to have for their fal-es {ufiered death,
and came to life acain. Sut row infinite
numbers of perfons of ol fexes, and all
ages, and all countries, came 1n to the
Ho’ Crucifix 3 and he that was crucified in
the reign ot Tiverizs, was in the time Of
Nero, even in Romz 1idelf, and in Nero
family by muiny perfons efleemed tor a
God ; and 1t was upon puvlic record that
he was fo acknowledged 3 and this was by
a Chrilian, Fufin Mertyr, urged to the

Senate,
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Scnate, and to the Emperors themielves,
who if it had been otherwife could eafily
have confuted the bold allegation of the
Chriftian, who yet did die for that Jefus
who was fo {peedily reputed for a God;
the Crofs was worn upon breafts, printed
in the awr, drawn upon foreheads, carried
pn banners, put upon crowns Imperial; ard
yet the Chriftians were fought for to punifh-
ments, and exquifite puaifhments fought
forth for them ; their goods were confif-
cate, their names odious, prifons were their
houfes, and fo many kinds of tortures in-
vented for them that Domitius Ulpianus
hath {pent feven Books in defcribing the
varity of tortures the poor Chriftian was
put to at his firft appearing; and yet, in
defpite of all this, and ten thouland other
objeftions and 1mpoflibilities, whatfoever
was for them made the Religion grow,
and whatfoever was againft them made 1t
orow ; 1if they had peace the Religion was
profperous; if they had perfecution, it was
itill profperous: if Princes favoured them,
the world came in, becaufe the Chriftians

lived holily ; if Princes were 1ncenfed, the
| world
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world came in, becaufe the Chriftians died
bravely. They fought for death with gree-
dinefs, they defired to be grinded in the
teeth of lions; and with joy they beheld the
wheels and the bended trees, the racks
and the gibbets, the fires and the burning
irons, which were like the chair of Elias o
them, inftruments to carry them to heaven,

into the bofom of their beloved Jefus.
Who would not acknowledge the Divi-
nity of this perfon, and the cxcellency of
this inftirution, that thould lee infants ta
weary the hands of hangmen for the tefti-
mony of Jelusy; and wile moen preach this
doctrine for no other vilible reward, but
fhame and death, poverty and banifhment?
and hangmen converted by the blood of
Martyrs, ipringing upon their taces, which
their tnprous hands and cords have firamn-
ed througin ther Hedth 2 who would not
have confefled the honour of Jefus, when
he fhould {ee auracles done at the tombs
or Moareyrs, and Dewvils trembie at tie
mention of the name of Jelus, and the
vworld running to the honour ot the poor
Nazarene, and Kings and queens kiffing the
foes
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feet of the poor fervants of Jefus? could
a Jew hAfherman and a Publican effelt all
this, for the fon of a poor Maiden of
Yudea ? can we fuppofe all the world, or
fo great a part of mankind, can confent by
chance, or {uffer fuch changes for nothing ?
or for any thing lefs than this ¢ T he fon of
the poor Maiden was thefon of God : and

the fithermen {pake by a Divine {pirit; and
they catched the world with holinefs and
miracles, with wifdom and power bigger
than the ftrength of all the Roman legions.
And what can be added to all this, but
this thing alone to prove the Divinity of
Jelus ? He 1s a God, or at leaft 1s taught by
God, who can foretell future contingencies
and fo did the holy Jefus, and fo did his
Difciples.

Our blefled Lord, while he was alive,
foretold that after his death his Religion
fhould flourifh more than when he was
alive: he foretold perfecutions to his Dii-
ciples; he foretold the mifiion of the Holy
Ghoit to be in a very tew days after his
afcenfion, which within ten days came tg

pafs; he prophefied that the fact of /ifary
It 2 Magdalen,
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AZapdelcr, in anointing the head and feet
uf her Lord, fhould ba_ public and Knowp
as the Goipel wlelf, and firownen of in the
{amc place 3 he foretold the deftruction of
Yorufalesn and the figns of 1ts approach,
=nd that it fhould be by war; and parti-
culorly after the manner of Prophets, {ym-
bolically, named the Nation thould do i,
pointing out the Roman eagles ; he fore-
told his death, and the manner of 1, and
Tlanly before-hand publithed his Refur-
recuion, an s told themit fhould be the fign
1o that generation, wiz. the great argu-
ment to prove him to be the Chrifl 5 he pro-
pheficd thar there Linoula asfe falle Chriils
atier him, and 1t came 10 pals to the ex-
17Emic grsat -.’.‘211:.11‘1'1{‘, Of ti-e na:;.ion; and
_ etoyd tiat s beloved Diiciple
St. [ uba f'no i1 tarry L‘pon the earth Gl
i '3 coming again, that is, o his cominz to

o

b
—
r
-
-
-
:—-j-‘
Hl

- doment upoen _F_nrz;_/ZZ;;.,z; and thar his
I ciigion fhould be preached to the Gen-

. es, thot 1t fnould be {cattered over zll (he
wf’v'm an<d be rfce]v*d '*_', all na;iopn- th’lt
11 hould {tay upon the face of the earth till
s ]a-.f."; coming to judge ail the worid, and
| thar
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that ¢tbe gaotes cof kell fhould not be able io
prevail againft bis Church ; which Prophecy
15 made good thus long, till this day, and
1s as a continual argument to juftify the
Divinity of the Author : the continuance
of the Rcligion helps to continue it, for
it proves that it came from God, who fore-
toid that it thould continue 3 and therefore
it muft continue, becaufe 1t came from God;
and therefore it came from God, becaufe
1t does and fhall for ever continue accord-
ing to the word of the holy Jelus,

But, after our bleffed l.ord was entered
into glory, the difciples alfo were Pro-
phets. Azalus foretold the dearth that was

to be in the Roman Empire in the days of

Clandius Cefar, and that St. Paxl fhould be
bound at Yerufalen : St. Paul torerold the
entering-in of Hercticks into 4fiz after his
departure ; and he and St. Pefer and St.
‘fudz, and gencrally the reft of the Apoftles,
had two great pred.&tions, which they uled
not only as a verificatiion of the doltrine of
Jefus, but as a means to flrengchen the
Jrearts of the Dilciples, who were fo broken
with perfecution : the one was, that there

k 2 fhould
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{hould arife a fe€ of vile men, who fhoull
be enemies to religion and government,
and caufe a great apoltacy, which happen-
ed notorioufly in the fe€t of the Gnoftics,
which thofe three Apoftles and St. Fobn
notorioufly and plainly do defcribe: and
the other was, that although the Jewifh
natton di:d mightily oppofe the religion, 1t
fhould be but for a while, for they fhould
be dcitroyed in a thort time, and their na-
tion made extremely miferable; but, for
the Chrittians, if thev would fly fiom “fe-
rufalem and go to Pella, there fhould not
a hair of their head perith : the verification
of this Prophecy the Chriftians extremely
longed for, and wondered it ftaid fo long,
and began to be troubled at the delay, and
fufpected all was not well, when the great
proof of their Religion was not verified
and, while they were in thoughts of hearr
concerniag 1t, the fad Catalvfis did come,
and {wept away eleven hundred thoufand
of the nation; and from that day forward
the nation was broken in pieces with in-
tolerable calamities: they are fcattered over
the face of the earsh, and are a vagabond

naion,
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nation, but yet, like o7/ in a veflel of wine,
broken into bubbles but kept in their own
circles ; and they fhall never be an united
people, il they are fervants of the holy
Jefus; but thall remain without prieft or
temple, without altar or facrifice, without
city or country, withaout the land of Pro-
mife, or the promife of a blefling, till our
Jefus is their high Pricft, and the Shepherd
to gather them tnto his fold : and this very
thing is a mighty demonftration again(t the
Jews by their own Prophets; forwhen Jfaiab,
and Feremiah, and Malachi, had prophelied
the reje@tion of the Jews and the calling of
the Gentiles, and the chanze of the old
L.aw, and the introdufion of a new by
the Meflias; that this was HE, was therefore
certain, becaufe he taught the world a new
Lawv, and prefently after the pubiication of
this, the old was abrogate, and not cnly
went into defuetude, but into a total abo-
lition among all the world; and for thole
cf the remnant of the fcattered Jews who
obltinately blafpheme, the Liaw 1s become
impoflible to them, and they placed in fuch
circumftances, that they need not difpute

E a4 concerning
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concerning 1ts obligation; for it being ex-
tsrnal and corporal, ritual and at laft made
alfo ZJoca!, when the circumftances are 1m-
poflible, the Law, that was wholly cere-
monial and circumitantial, muft needs pafs
away; and when they have loft their Prieft-
hood, they cannot retain the Law, as no
man takes care to have his beard fhaved,
when his head s off.

And it 1s a wonder to confider how the
anger of God is gone out upon that miler-
able people, and that fo great a blindnefs

1s fallen upon them; it being evident and
notorious that the Old Teftament was no-

thing but a fhadow and umbrage of the
New; that the Prophecies of that are plainly
verified in this; that all the prediétions of
the Mefflas are moit undeniably accom-
plithed 1n the perfon of [efus Chrift, fo
that they cannot with any plaufiblenc{s or
colour be turned any other way, and be
appued to any other perfon, although the
Jews make tlliterate allegations, and prodi-
gious dreams, by which they have focled
themiclves for fixteen hundred years toge-
ther, and {till hope without reafon, and are

confident
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confident without revelation, and purfue a
fhadow while they quit the glorious body s
while, in the mean time, the Chriflias prays
for his converficn, and is at reft in the truch

of Jefus, and hath certain unexpreffible
confidences and internal lights, clarities of

the holy Spirit of God, and loves to the
holy Jefus produced in his foul, that he
will die when he cannot difpute, and is {a-
tisfied and he knows not how, and is {ure
by comforts, and comforted by the excel-
lency of his belief, which {fpeaks nothing
but holine{s, and light and reafon, and
peace and f{atisfactions infinite, becaufe he
1s fure that all the world can be happy if
they would live by the Religion of Jefus,
and that neither focieties of men nor fingle
perfons can have felicity but by this; and
that therefore God, who fo decrees to make
men happy, hath alfo decreed that it fhall
tor ever be upon the face of the earth,

ull the earth itfelf fhall be no mniore.
Amen,

IV. Cone-
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1V,

Confiderations on the weak PRETENCLES
of other Religions.

Now, if againft this vaft heap of things
any man fhall but confront the pretences
of any other Rcligion, and ice how they
fail both of reafon and holinefs, of wonder
and divinity, how they enter by force, and
are kept up by human interefts, how ig-
norant and unholy, how unlearned and pi-
tiful are their pretences; the darknefles of
thefe mult add great eminency to the
brightnefls of that.

For the Jews REecvrcron, which came
from lLeaven, is thesctore nor now to be
praltifed, becaute it did come from hea-
ven, and was to expire into the Chrifiian,
it being nothing but the image of t'us per-
teCtion : and the Jews needed no other ar-
cument but this, that God hath made theirs
rmpoflible now to be done; for he that ties
to ceremonies and outward ulzaes, temples
and altars, facrifices and pricits, trouble-
lome and expenfive rights and figures of

future
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tuture fignification, means that there fhould
be an abode and fixt dwelling, for thele
are not to be done by an ambulatory peo-
ple; and therefore, fince God hath {cat-
tered the people into atoms and crumbs of
fociety, without temple or prieft, without
{acrifice or altar, without Urim or 9lum-
mim, without prophet or vifion, even com-
municating with them no way but by or-
dinary providence, 1t 1s but too evident,
that God hath nothing to do with them 1a
the matter of that Religion ; but that 1t s
expired, and no way obligatory to them or
pleafing to him, which 1s become 1mpol-
fible to be aéted: whereas, the Chriftian
Religion is as eternal as the fou! of a man,
and can no more ceale than our {pirits can
die, and can worfhip upon mountains and
caves, in ficlds and churches, 1n peace and
war, 1n folitule and fociety, 1n perfecu-
tion and 1n {fun-fhine, by night and by day,
and be folemnized by clergy and laity 1n
t. e efential parts of 1t, and 1s the perfec-
tion of the foul, and the higzheft reafon of
man, and the glorification of God.

Bug
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PBut for the HEATHEN RELIGIONS, it 13
evidently to be feen, that they are notlung
but an azbufe of the natural inclinatiop
which all men have to worflip a Gog,
whom becaufe they know not, they guels
at in the dirk ;3 for that they know there
1s and ought to be fomething that hath the
care and providence of their afrairs,  But
the body of their Religion 1s nothing but
little arts of governments, and {tratagems
of Princes, and devices to {ecure the co-
vernment of new ulurpers; or to make obe-
dicnce to the Laaw, fure, by bueing facred,
and to make the yoke that was not na-
tural, pleafant by fomething that1s. But

-

' f

yvet, for the whele body of i, wie fees
not, that therr worihipri..... could not be
facred, becaule they were done by fome-
thing that 1s impurc? They appeated their
cods with adulteries and impure mixtures,
by fuch things which Cats was athamed to
fee, by ¢ cluttonous eatings of feih, and 1ns
pious crinkings, and they did liare i bu-
mano farzguine, they lacrificed men and wo-
men and children to their Doomons, as is
nctorious 1n the rites of Duacchus Omella

amona (s
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amongflt rhe Greeks, and of Fupiter, toa
whom a Greex and a Greekefs, a Galatian
and a Galatefs, were yearly offered ; 1n the
anfwers of the oracles to Calchas, as ap-
years in flomer and Virgil,  Who {ees not,
that crimes were warranted by the exam-
ple of their immortal gods ; and that what
did difhonour themicives, they fang to the
honour of their gads, whom they affirmed
to be paffionate and proud, jealous and
revengeful, amorous and luftful, fearful
and 1mpatient, drunken and f{leepy, weary
and wounded ? that the Religions were
made lafting by policy and force, by ig-
norance, and the force of cultom; by the
preferring an inveterate error, and loving
of a quicr and profperous cvil; by the ar-
guments cf pleafure, and the correfpon-
dencies of {enfuality ; by the fraud of ora-
cles, and the patronage of vices; and See
caule they feared every change as an earth-
quake, as fuppoling overturnings of their
old error to be the everfion of their well-
eftablifhed governments? And it had been
ordinarily impoflible that ever Chriftianity
ould have entered, if the nature and exo

Cc'”tm:y
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ccilency of it had nct been fuch as to enter
fike rain into a flcece of wool, or the {un
into a window, without noile or violence,
without emotion and dilordering the poli-
tical conftitution, without cauling trouble
fo any man but what his own ignorance or
peevifhnefs was plealed to {pin out of his
own bowels; but did eftablifh governments,
fecure obedience, made the laws firm, and
the perfons of Princes to be facred; it did
not oppole force by force, nor _fZrike Princes
for juftice,; 1t defended 1tfelf againft ene-
mies by patience, and overcame them by
Kindnefs ; it was the great inftrument of
God to demonfitrate his power in our weak-
nefles, and to do good to mankind by the
imication of his excellent geodncls.

Laftly, he that corfiders concerning the
Reliczion and perfon of MancyceT; that he
was a vicious perfon, luftful and tyrannical;
that Le propounded incredible and ridis
culous propefitions to his Difciples; that
:t entered by the fword, by blood and vio-
tence, by murder and robbery; that 1t pre-
pounds fenfual rewards, and allures to
comphiance by briving our bafeft lufts;

l- [ ™9
Lilar
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that it conferves itlelf by the fame means
it entered 3 that it is unlearned and toolifh,
again{t reafon, and the difcourfes of all
wife men; that it did no miracles, and
muade falie Prophecies ; in fhort, that in
the verfon that founded ir, in the article
it perfuades, in the manner of prevaiiing,
in the reward it offers, it is unholy and
fooiifh and rude: 1t mult needs appear to
be void of all pretence ; and that no man
of reafun can ever be fairly perfuaded by
arguments, thatiris the daughter of God,
and came down from heaven,

CONCLUSTION,

Since therefore there is fo nothing to
be faid for any other Religion, and {o very
much for Chriitianity, every one of whofe

pretences can be proved, as well as the
things themiclves do require, and as all
the world expccts foch things thould be

proved ; 1trFoLLows, thacthe holy Jefus
s the Sen of God; that his Religion is

commanded by God, and is that way by
which
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which he will be worfhipped and honoured ;
and that THERE 1S NO OTHER NAME UN-
DER HEAVEN BY WHICH WE CAN BE SAVED,

BUT ONLY THE NAME o¥ THE LLORD JEsus.

THE ENWD
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