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DELIVERED 

MAR C H SIXTH, 1775 • 
. AT THE 

R E QUE S T of the I N H A BIT ANT S 

OF THE 

TOW N of B 0 S TON; 
• TO 

COMMEMORATE the BLOODY TRAGEDY 
• 

• OFT H £ 

FIFTH of MAR C H, 
• 

By Dr. J 0 S E PH WAR RE_N. ' 
""-_ .. - -. -

TANTJE MOllS XIlAT, ROMAl! AM CONDEIlE (HNTEM. 

V I RG I L's JEll. 
Q,Hl, MIlTVENS,VIVIT, LlBER MIIlI NON ERIT UNCtYAM. 

HOR. Ep IS • 

• 

B 0 S TON: 

'rinled liy Meilleurs EDES and GILL in OQe:n-!l.reet. and by JOSEPH 
• 

GREIi:NLEAF in .Union-freeet, near the Market. 
M, DeC, L X X v. 

• 

• 

• 



, 

, 

, 

, , 
, 

A I a mening of tbe freeholders and other il1habitA1tts of the town 
~fBOS ION, duly 4Fmbled at Fanelfil-HaH,.1lldFom thcllce 
odjoul'Ilcd to tbc Old-l()Uth Meeting-houfe, Oil MOllday the 6th ., 
day of MARCH, Annoquc Domini, 1775. ' 

. paN a motion made, Voted tfltal/iI1l01~fJ.y, That the thanks 
of the Town be, and hereby are, given to Dr. JOS~PH 

WARH.EN, fanhe elegant ancl/pi/ired ORATION delivered 
by him at their requeil:, in commemoration of the horrid 
.r\'L~SSACR E, perpetrated on the envcning of the 5thof March, 
1770, by a party of Soldiers of the XXIX H~gilllent, under' 
the command of Capt. T,homas Prefion; and that, 

Mr. Samuel Adams, Hon. John Hancock, E}1; BCljamb: Chflrcb~ 
Efq; MI'. Johl1 Pitts, Jolm Seol/ny, Efq; CO/Ollel Thomas 1~1ar
jhall and Mr. Samuel ./flljliJ!, . 

13e a committee to wait upon Dr. JOSEPH WARP-EN, and p 

in the name of the town, defire a copy of the ORAT I ON 

for the preIs. 
Attcjl) WILLIAM COOPER, Town-Clerk. 

Upon application made, the copy of the ORATION wa; 
fent with the following meffage, ' 
GENT LEMEN, 

HE fame motives which influenced me yefl:erday to ap
pear before myfellow citizens,.induce me to deliver this 

co.py to, you, 
I am with the fincereft Refpccrl • 

Your molt obedient 
Servant, 

", JOSEPH WARREN., 
, 

MARCH 7th, 177S~ '.' " ',',':': 
. . - .'. 
"~ . . ~ ," 

•• I I . . ~. . 
,,~_ .-' , _.',.J 
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• 

, 
• 

MY EVER HONOURED FELLOW-CITIZENS • 
• -

T is not without the molt humiliating convi8:ion of my 
want of ability that I now appear before you: Bm the 
fen[c I have of the obligation I am under to ooey the 

calls of my country at all times, together with an ani· 
lUating recolleCtion of your indulgence exhibited upon f~ 

many occaiions, has induced me once more, undeferving 

as I am, to throw myfe1fupoll that candor which looks with 
kindncfs 011 the feeblcfi: efforts of an honefi: mind" 

• 

You will not now expect the eregance, the learning, the 

fire, the enrapturing !trains of eloquence which charmed you 

when a LOVELL, a CHTJRCH, oraHANcocK fpake; but you 
will permit me to fay that with a fincerity, equal to their's~, 

• • 

I mourn over roy bleeding country ; With ~hem I weep at . . - . 

- her 
-

• 

• 
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AN .0 RAT ION. 

:her diftrer.~, and ,vith them deeply refent the many injuricEi 
{he .. has reed ved from the llands of cruel and ullreafonablc 

• • , 
men. 

• 

TH AT perIonal freedom is the natural right of every man; 

:and that propel·ty or an exclufive right to diij)ofe of what 

he has hone!l:ly acquired by his own labor, necdrarily ariielO 
therefrom, are truths which common fenfe has placed be

yond the reach of contraditlion. And no man or body of 
• 

nlen can, without being guilty of flagrant injufi:ice. claim a 
right to dHpofe of the perfons or acquifitions of any ot.her 
man, or body of men, unlefs it can be pro\'ed thatfuch a right 

• 

has ari!en from fome compact between the parties in which 

it has been explicitly and freely grained. 

· IF I may be indulged, in taking a·retrofpeCtive view of 
~h.e firft fettlement of our country. it will be ea{y to deter-

• 

~ine with. what degree. of juftice the late parliament of 
• 

Great Britain hav~ afI'umed the power of giving away that 

J.ropertJ which the Americans. ha\'e earned by their labor. 
• • 

• 

· OU1l. fathers, having nobly refolved never to wear the yoke 

.ef defpotifm,andJeeing the. EU1:opean world,atthat time,thro' 
. . 

indolence and cowardice, falling a prey to tyranny ; b.ravely . 

threw t~emfelves upon the bofom of the ocean; determined 
to find a. place in which they might enjoy their freedom, or 
perHh in the glorjous attempt. Approving Heaven beheld 

• 

the favoudte ark dallcing upon the waves, and gracioufly 
, 

prefened 

, 
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f 
, 

l'referved it until the chofen families were brought in, fafeW 
to (hefe weftern regions. They found the land fwarming: 
with ravages, who threatned death with every kind of tor

ture. But ravages, and death with torture, were far lefs ter .. · 
rible than flavel'Y :---Nothing was fo much the object of their 

abhorence :\s a tyrant';; power :---They knew that it was more 
fafe to dwell with man in his mort unpoliflled flate than in 
Ii country where arbitrary power prevails. Even a/larchy 

;tJelf, that bugbear held up by the tQols of power (though 
truly to be deprecated) is infinitely lefs dangerous to man·' 

, 

kind than arbitrary govermIlCII!. Allarcby can be but of iliort 
duration ; for when men are at liberty to purfue'that 
courfe which is moO: conducive to their own happiHefs, they 

will foon come into it, and trom the rudell: flate of nature, 
order an d good government muft foon arife. ,But tyranny, 

, 

when once eftablilhed, entails its curfe on a nation to the 

lateO: period of time; unlefs fome daring genius, infpired by 

Heaven, filall unappalled by danger, bravely form and exeA 

cute the arduous defigll of reftoring liberty and life to his 
enflaved,murdered country. ' 

THE tools of power in every age have racked their in .. 
ventiol1s to juftify the FEW in {porting with the happinefs 

, 

of the MANY j and, having found their fophiftry too weak 
to hold mankind in bondage, have impioufly dared to force 
religilJ'l, the daughter of the king of Hea'VCII, to become a 

iroftitut~ !n ~he [erv!cc o~ !!.e~~o. :They taught that princes, 
, -" , honoured -- . 

• 
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lJO'noured with the name of chrillian, might bid defiance t. 

-the founder of their faith, might pillage pagan countries 
and deluge them with blood, only becau[e they boafied 
,themfelves to be the diiciplesof that teacher who firiCHy 
,charged his followers to do to olbers as ;b(y 7vould that olbers 

jbould do ,Ullto them. 
, 

TH I S couatry j having been difcovered by an Englifh fub
jea in the year I 620, Was (according to the fyfiem which the 

, 

blind fllperfl:ition ofthoic times fupported) deemed the pro-

perty of the crown of England. Our ancefiors, when they 
• 

refolved to quit their native foil9 obtained frol11 King James 
.a grant of certain lands in North-America. This they pro
bably did to fi1ence the cavils of their enemies, for it can
not be doubted, but they defpifed the pretended right which 

he claimed thereto. Certain it is that he might, with equal 

propriety and juftice, have made them a grant of the planet 

Jupiter. And their fubfequent conduer plainly {hews that 
they were too well acquainted with humanity and the prin

ciples of natural equity to fuppofe that the grant gave them 
, 

any right to take poffeflion; they therefore entered into a 

treaty with [he natives and bought from them the lands: 
Nor have I yet obtained any information that our ancefiors 
eyer pleaded, or that the natives ever regarded the grant 
from the Engliih crown: The bufinefs was tranfaCted by 

• 

the parties in the fame independant manner that it would 
have been, had neither of them ever kilOwn or heard of the 

, 

Uland of Great Britain. HAVING 
• , 
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lIAVING become the honeO: proprietors of the foil, they 

immediately applied themfelves to the cultivation of it; and 
• 

they foon beheld the virgin earth teeming with rich~ll: 

fruits, a grateful recompence for their unwearied toil. The 
. fields began to wave with ripening harvefts, and the late 

barren wildernefs was feen to bloffom like the rofe. The 

[wage natives law with wonder the delightful change, ancl 

quickly formed a [cherne to obtain that by fraud or force, 
• 

·'which nature meant as the reward of induftry alone. ;;ut 
h 'II it ' , j"" • tel u nons emIgrants oon ~~~;;ince(l tne rude invaders 

.~1:~.: ~~ey were not lefs ready to take the field for battle 

than for labor; and the infidious foe was driven from their 

borders as often as he ventured to difturb them. The crown 

of England looked with indifference 011 the contell: ; 

our anceftors were left alone to combat with the natives.---

Nor is there any reafon to believe, that it ever wa~ intended by . ., 
the one party, or expected by the other, that the gralttor 

{hould defend and maintain the grfliltees in the peaceable 

poifeilion of the lands named in the patents. And it ap

pears plainly from the hiftory of thofe times that neither the 

Prince nor the people of England thought themfelves much 

intercfi:ed in the matter. They had not then any idea of a 
thOUh'1.lldth part of thofe advantages \vhieh they finee have 

and we are moO: heartily willing they {hould Jlill continue 

to l~eap from us. 
• 

• 
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BUT 'when at an infinite expenee of toil an'd blood, this; 
widely exteilded continent had been cultivated and defend

ed : Wbm the hardy adventurers jufily expeCted, that tbey 

and their defcendants fhould peaceably have enjoy~d the 
, 

harveft of thofe fields which they had fown, and the fruit 

of thofe vineyards which they had planted, this country 
.' • 

was thClt thought worthy the attention of the 13ritilh mini!",. 
try; and the only jufl-ifiable and only fuccefsful means of 

rt;~~f!ring the colonies fervictable to Britain were adopted. 
By an interCOtir[~ Gf fdendly offices, the two countries 

became 1'0 united in, affection that they thought not of anx. 
diltincr or feperate intereas1 they found both countries 

-
flouriflling and happy. Britain faw her commerce extend.,. 

ed and her wealth increafed ; her lands raifed to,an immenfe 

value, her fieets, riding triumphant on the ocean, the terror 

of her arms fpreading to every quarter of the globe. The 

colonia found himfelf free, and thought himfelf [ecure : 

He dwelt Uizder his O7.vn ville alZd under bh O'7.VII figtt te and had 

?lo/Ie to make him afrajd: He knew indeed that by purchafing 

the manufacrures of Great Britain he contributed to its 

greatnefs: He knew that all the wealth that his labour 

produced centered in Great Britain: But that far from ex~ 

citing his envy filled him with the highefr pleafure; that 

thought fupported him ill all his trials. When the bufinefs 
of the day was paft, he folaced himfelf with the contemplation 

cr perhaps entertained his liftening family with the "eita/-

-, 

- - -- -

-

of 
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'of fome great, fome glorious tranfaaion which {hines con-
, 

fplcuous in the hiil:ory of Britain; Or perhaps his elevated. 
fancy led him to foretell, with a kind of enthufiafiic' 

confidence, the glory, power and duration of an empIre 
which {houlo extend from one en d of the earth to the other: 

He faw, or thought he faw, the BritHh. nation rifen to a 

pitch of grandeur which caft a veil over the Roman glory, 

, and, raviOled with the praview, boafted a race of Britifh 

Kings, whore names thould eccho through thofe realm$ 
where Cyrus, Alexander, and the Crefars were unknown; 

'Pril1CC'J for whom millions of grateful fubjeers redeemed 

from {lavery and pa.gan ignorance, {houid with thankful 

tongues offer up their prayers and praifes to that tranfcend

antly great and beneficent being by wbom King! rcigll and 
PrillCCJ decrc( jllflia. 

THlSIl: plea6ng conneCtions might have continued; thef€ 
, 

delightfome prof peers might have been every day extending, 

~nd even the reveries of the moil warm imagination 

might have been' realized; but unhappily for us, unhappily 
• 

for Britain, the mad,nefs of an avaricious minifter ot ftate 

has drawn a fable curtain over the charming fcene, and in 
its ftead has brought upon the ftage, difcord, envy, hatred 

and revenge, with civil war clofe in their rear. 
, 

.so M F. demon in an evil hour fuggefted to a lhort lighted 
• 

jil1antier the hateful project of trallsfering the whole 
-

property 

, 
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property of the King's fubjeEts in America to his fub~ 

jeers in Britain. The claim of the Britil1t parliament 

to tax the colonies can never be fl1pported but by fuch a 

.TRANSHR; for the right of the houie of commons of Great 

Britain to originate any tax or to grant money is altoge
ther derived from their being eleEted by the people of Great 
13ritain to an for them, and the people of Great Britain can-

• 

not confer on thcir' rcpref'lltath:es a right to give or grant 

any thing which they thclIlFlves have not a right to give or 

grant peiJoilally. Therefore it follows that if the members 

chofea by the people of Great Britain to repreJent them in 
parliament have by virtue of their being fo chofen, any 

right to give or grant American property, OL' to lay any tax: 

upon the lands or perfons of thc coionifis, it is becanie the 

lands and people in the colonies are bona fide, owned by, 

a.nel jufily belong to the people of Great Britain. :But (as 

has been before obferved) every man has a natural right to 

perfonal freedom, confequently a right to enjoy what is ac

quired by his own labor. And as it is evident that the pro~ 

, 

• 

perty in this country has been acquired by ollr own Iabol"p 

it is the duty of the people of Great Britain to produce fame 
. , 

compaEt in which we have explicitly given up to them a 

right to difpofe of our pe/j'cnti or property. Until this is 

done every attempt of their's, or of thofe whom they 

have deputed to act for them to give or grant any part of 

qu].· property is direc:tly repugnant to every principle of 
- -

teafon 
. -
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• 

l'eafon and natllral jufriceo But J. may boldly ['iY that fuch, 

a compac1: never exill:ed, no, not even in imagination. Ne..

vertheleis the reprc[entatives of a nation, long, famed for 
jufiice and the exerciCc of every noble virtue, have been 

prevailed on to adopt the fatal fcheme ;' and although the

dreadful confequences of this wicked policy have already 

fhaken the elllpir,e to its center;, yet fiill it is perfiaed in. 

Regardlefs of the voice ot reafon--·':'deaf to the prayers and 
" 

fllpplications----and llI1affefred with the flowing tears of fuf-

fering millions, the Britifh' minifrry am hug the darling 
, 

idol; and every rolling year affords fi-elh inll:ances of the 

abfurd devotion with which they worOlip it" Alas! how 

Ius the folly,. the difiractiol1 of the Britilh counfels blafied· 

our fwelling hopes and fpread a gloom: over this weaem 
, . , 

hemifphereo, The hearts of Britons and Americans, which, 

btely felt the generous glow of mutual confidence and love, 

now burn with jealoufy and rage. Thoug~l but of yefierday 

I recollect (deeply affeCted at the ill boding change) the happy 

hours that palt whiHl Britain and AlJlerica rejoiced in the 

profperity and greatne.[s of each ether, (Heayen grant thofe 

halcyon days may foon return.) But now the Briton too 

often looks on the American with an eviolls eye, tallght to 

conllcler his juO: plea for the enjoyment of his earnings as 

the eirea of pride and fiubborn oppofition to the parent 

country. Whjlfr the American beholds the Briton as the 

ruffian, ready firfl to take away his property, and lIcxt, what 
• 

• 
1{) 

, 



AN '0 RAT I '0 N. 

is dearer to every virtuous man, the liberty of his coun
try. 

WHEN the meaii.lres of adminil1:rationhad dilgllll:ed the 

colonies to the highefi: degree, and the people of Great Bri
tain had by artifice and talfilOod been irritated againfl: 

America, an army was rent over to enforce fubmiffion to 
, 

certain aas of-the Britifh padiament, which reafon fcorned 

to countenance, and which placemen and penfioners were 

found unable to fupport. 

M:ART'l Act law and the gove.rnment of a well regulated 
-city are fo entirely different, that it has always been confi

dered as improper to quarter troops in populous cities,as fre
quentdilputes mufr neceifarily arife between the citizen 

and the ,ioldier., even if no previolls animofities fubfift.. 
And it .is further certain from a confideration of the nature 

, . 

of mankind, as well as from conftant experience, that frand-

ing armies always tndanger the liberty of the fubjea. But 

when the people on the one part, confidered the army as 
fent to enflave them, and the army on the other were taught 

• 

to look on the people as in a ftate of rebellion, it was but 

jl.1ft to fear tIle moft dilagreable eonfequences. Our fCll"S, 

we, have feen, were but too well grounded. 

THE many injuries offered to the town I pafs over in 

filenee. I cannot now mark out the path which led to that 

'Unequaled [cene of horror, the fad remembrance of which, 
, takes 
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takes the full poifeffion of my foul. The fanguinary theatre 

again opens itfe1f to view. The baleful images of terror 

croud around me, and difcontemed ghofis with hallow groans 

appear tofolemuize the anniver~ary of the F IFT H of MARCH. 

Ap PROA eM we then the melancholy walk of death. Hither 

Jet me call the gay companion, here let him drop a farewel 
• 

tear upon that body which 10 late he. faw vigorous and 
, 

warm with focial mirth---.,Hither let me lead the tender mo· 
• 

ther to weep over her beloved fon----Come widowed 
mourner, here fatiate thy grief; behold thy murdered 

hlliband gafpill;on·theground; and to complete the pomp· 
ous thow of wretchednefs bring in each hand thy infant 
children to bewail their father's fate----Take heed,. ye or

phan babes, leafr whilft your frreaming eyes are fixed upou 
the ghaH:ly corpfe, your feet flide OIZ the (Iolles bcfptltlcred with 
your fatliei'.fm·oiils. '* Enough? This tragedy need'nO"t be 

heightened by.an infant weltering in the blood of him thac 
gave him birth.. Nature reluctant fiu'inks already from the 

view, and the chilled blood rolls- fiowly backward to its 

fountain. We wildly frart~ about, and withamaz-ement, alk, 

who fpread this ruin round·us?· What wretch has dared 
deface the image of his God? Has haughty France or cruel 

Spain rent forth her myrmidons? Has the grim favage 
rufhed again from the far diftant wildernefs ? Or does 

• 

fome fiend, fierce from the depth of Hell, with all the rancour-
• 

. ous 

'" Arter Mr. GR A V had been lbo! tIl rough the body and had fallen· dead on the ground
a bayonet was pulhed .through his Ikull, pert of Ihe bone b~ingbroken hill;rilin~ fell out 
lJtlon !be' pavement, 

• 
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.I!>US malice which the apofiate damned can [cd, twang her 

defiruClive bow and hurl bel' deadly arrows at our breafl: ? 

No. None ofthefe--bllt, how aitonifhing! It is the hand of 

Britain that infiic::1s the wound. The arms of George our 
rightful King have been employed to fhed that blood which 

freely would have Hownat his command whel1 jufl:ice or 
the honour of his crown had called his fubjeCts to the ficId. 

BUT pity, grief, afl:onifilment, with all the fofter movement.s 

of the foul mllfl: now give way to fl:ronger paffions • 

'£:11, 'fellow-ddzens., what dreadful thought now f\Vell~-
--'- • '"1 • 

your heaving bofoms---You fly to arms----Sharp inotgnatlC!! . 
fiaChes from each eye----Revengc gnaOIes bel' iron teeth---.. 

Death grins an hideous finile fecure to drench his greedy 

jaws in human gore--WhiHI. hovering furits darken all the ail' • 
• 

.BUT flop, my bold adventurous countrymen, flain not 

your weapons with the blood of Britons. Attend to rear on's 
voiee----Humanity puts in her claim---and fues to be again 

• 

admitted to her wonted feat,the bofom of the brave. Revenge 

is far beneath the noble mind. Many. perhaps, compelled 

to· rank among the vile alfaffins, do from their inmoft fouls, 
deteft the barbaroos action. The winged death, (hot from 

your arms, may chance to pierce forne brea11: that bleeds, 
already for your injured country. . 

THE 11:orm fubfides----a folemn pau[e en[ues-·---Y ou fpare 

upon condition they depart. They go---they quit your ci
ty-· ... 

• 

•• 

• 
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:ty they no more null give ofi'ence.-.-Thus do{es ~r.c liD ?()n~_: ~ 

,drama. 

-

And could it have been concelved that we again fhou'd have feer. So 

13ridIh army, in our lan~, rent to inforee obedience to aCts of par
;liament defrruClive of our liberty. But the royal ear far dHhll1t 

from this wefrern world, has been alfaulted by the tongue of !lan
der; and villains, traitero1:ls alike to king and country, have prevail'd 
upon a. gracious ,prince' to cloath his countenance with wrath, and 
·to ereCt the honile banner againft a peoplc ever affecHonate and loyal 
to hi m and his illuftrious predecclfors of the bouft: of Hanover. 
'Our fireets are agaio filled with armed men: Our harbour is crouded 
with {hips of war i but thefe cannot intimidate us; our liberty mull: 
be prefcrvcd j it is far dearer than life, we hold it even dear as our 
,allegiance i we mull: defend it againll: the attacks of fritllds as well 
;aselltlJlies ; we cannot [uffcr even BRITONS to ra~:ilh it from us. 

-

'No tonger could 'we refleer with generous pride on the heroic atti· 
.ons of our American fore-fathers, no longer boaft our ,origin from 
-that far famed Hland, whore warlike fans have fo often drawn their 

well-tried fword~ to -fave her from the ravages of tyranny; could we 

but for a moment 'entertain the thought of giving up our libmy. 

'fhe man who meanly will fubmit to wear a Jhackle. contemns 
the nohlet1 gift of Hcavtln, and impiou'{ly affronts the God dut 

'l-tIaJe him free. 

'PA'CE g, 1. II. for 16~o, mt 1~97 
• 

• 

• 

.. 
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IT was a maxim of theRoman people, which eminently conduced 
to the grealmfs of that fiate,never to defpair of the common-wealth. 
1 he maxim may preve as falutary to us now, as it did to them. 
Sl.l:)rt ughreJ mortals fce not the numerous links of fmall and great 
events,which form the chain or. which the fate of kinas and nations 

[) 

i~ fufpended. Eafc and profpcrity, tho' pleafing for a day, have 
often funk a people into effeminacy and {loth. Hard!hips and dan
gas, (t.ho' we forever (hive to !hun them,) have frequen~ly eaU'd 
forth fuch virtues,as have commanded the applaufe and reverence of 

an admiring world. Our country loudly calls you to be circumfpeCt, 
vigilant, a&ive and brave. Perhaps, (all gracious Heaven avert it) 
perhaps, the power of Britain, a nation great in war, by fome malig
nant influence, may be employed to enflave you: But let not even 
Ihis difcourage you. . Her arms, 'tis true, have fill'd the world with 
terror: her troops have reap'd the laurels of the field: her fleets 
have rode triumphant on the rea And whm or 'where did you, my 
Countrymen, depart inglorious from the field of fight? * rOil too 

(aD 

• The Patience with which this People have borne the repeated Injuries which have 
been heap'd upon them, and their uowillingnefs to take any fanguinary ~cafurcs~ 
has very injudicioully been afcribed to Cowardice, by Per IOns both here and m Great
~r:tain. 1 mo'" heartily willi that an Opinion fa er,r0neous in itfelf, and fo :atal in 
liS. confequences, might be utterly remove~ bef?re It be too late: And I thmk n~. 
thing (urlh!r necelfary to convince every mtelligent Man, that the COllduCt ef thiS 
People is owing to the tena.r R'garawhich they have for their ~eUow.Men,.and all 
ultcr .t!bhorrence ·te the jheaaing of hU'Han Blood, than a httle Atten!lon to 
their general Temper and DifpofitioB, difcovered whell they cannot be fuppofed t() 
\Je under aoy A pprehenfion of Danger to themfelves.-I will ooly mention the univerfal 
Derellation which they !hew to every ACt of Cruelty, by whom and upon whomfoevel' 
committe". The mild Spirit of their Laws, the very few. Crimes to which capil.al 
Penaities are annexed, and the very greal Backwardnefs which both CO\l~ts and Juries 
di[cover, in c0ndemning Per[ons charged with capital Crlllm.- But 1£ any ihOllld 
think this Ob[ervation not to the Purpofe, I re~dily appeal to thofe Gentlemen of the. 
Mmy who have been in the Camp, or m the Field. with the Ilmericans. 
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ca~ !hew the trophies' Qf y,our forefather's viCl:-ories and your own; 
can name the fortreffes and battles you have. won; and many of YOH 

count the honourable fears of wounds received, whiHl fighting for 
your king and country. 

"H ERE julHce is the fiandard, Heavcn is tilC warrior's fhield : 
But confcious guilt unnerves the arm that lifts the fword againft 
the innocent. Britain united with thefe colonies, by.commerce and 

• 

affeCtion by interell: and blood, may mock the threats ()f France 
• • 

and Spain; May be the feat of univerfal empire. But lhould America 
tither by force, or thofe more dangerous engines, ltlxury and corrUp
tioll, ever be brought into a fiate of vaffalage, Britain mull: lofe bcr 

• 

freedom alro. No longer ihall file fit the emprefi of- the fea: . 
Her fuips no more fuall waft her thunders over the wide ocean: . 
The wreath fuall wither on her temples: aer weakened arm {hall 
be unable to defend her coans: and nie at laft mu!l: bow her vench 

• 

rable head to fome proud foreigner's defpotic . rule. • 

• 

• 

BUT if from pall events We may venture to form a judgment of 
the fUlur~, we juHly may expeCt that the devices of our enemies will 
but incrcafe the triumphs of our country. I tlllifl indulge a hope 

'that Britain's liberty as well as out's, will eventually be prcferved by 
• 

tbe virtue of America. 

TH Ii: attempt of the Britifh parliament to caife a revenue from 
America, and Qur denial of their right to do it, have excited an al

moll 
• • 

, 



• 
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moll uni'lerfal enquiry into tne rigbts: oYmankind in general, and' of 
Britiih [ubjeCts in particular; the necdIary' refult of which mufi be 
fuch a liberality of fentimenr, and ..fuch a'je~loury of thofe in powq 

er as will, better than an adamantine wall, ffcure us againtr the fu
ture approaches of defpotifm •. 

• 
• 

• • • 

, 
" .. ' 

, 

THE malice of the BoflQl1 Port-Bill has been defeated in a very 
conliderable degree, by givingJol1 an opportunity of d'c!crving, and! 

our orethrm in this and our filler-colonies an opportunity of hejlow
ing thofe bco,facrions which have ddighted your friends arid allo
nifucd your enerpies, not only in· America, but in Europe alfo • 

• 

And what is more valuable nill, the fympathetic feelings for a bro-

ther in difirefs, and the grateful emotions excited in the breall' of 
• 

him who finds relief; mull, forever endear eaeh to the other, and' 
• • 

form thofe indilfoluble bonds of friendfhip and affettion, on which. 
the prefervation of our rjghts fo evidently depend. 

TH't mutilation or our cnarter has made every other eGlony: 

iealous for it~ own:; for Ihis, if once fubmittcd to by us, would' ret, 
on float the property and government of every Bririih [ettlement: 

• 

ur0tl the continenc. If Chaners are not deemed {acred, how mife--
rably precarious iHvery thing founded upon them. 

• 

EVEN the fwding troops to put thefe aCts in execution' is not~ 

withoUt advanta[cs to us. Tbe <?xaCtnefs and beauty of their Dir 
dpJinc infj)ire our youth with ardor in the purfuit of military 

knowledge. Charles the IWiJinlih/cJ taught ~etcr the GreLlt, the 
art, 

-
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" I " -

art of war.: .. The battle or Pultowa convinced CharI,s of the pro-
, . 

ficiency, Peter had made •• 
• 

, 
• 

OUR Country is in danger,butnotto be defpaired of. Our enemies 
• 

are numerous and powerful: but we have many friends, determine 
to BE F R BE,and Heaven and Earth will aid the RESOLUTION. OnJou 
depend the f0rtuncs of America. You' are to decide the important 
que!tion, on which refl:. the happinefs and liberty of millions yet un
born. ACt: worthy of yourfelvcs. The faltering tongue of hoary 
age calls on YOtt to fuppon your country. The Iifping infant raifes 
its fuppliant hands, imploring, defence againfl: the monl1:er fhvery. 

, 

Your fathers look from their crelel1:ial feats with fmiling approba-
tion on their fons, who boldly fl:and forth in the caufe of virtue i 

but fiernly frown upon the inhuman mi(w;ant, who, to fecure the 
loaves and fillies to himfelf, would breed a {erpent to dellroy his>, 
ahildrcn. . 

. . 

BUT,' pardon me, my fcllow-citiz'ens, f'know you want not zea11 
or brtitude. You will ma~ntain your rights or perilh in the gene
rOllS fl:ruggle •. However difficult the combat, you never will'decline 
it whenfrc:edom is the prize .. An independence on Great-Britain is 
not our aim; No, our willi is, that Britain and tho Colonies may 

like the oak and ivy, grow and incrcafe in' firengdl together. But 
whilil: the infatnated plan of making one part of the empire !laves to 
the other, is perfifh:d in j the-intereft and fafery of Britai/I, as well as 
the Colonies, T€quire th:tt the wife meafures recommended by the 
Honourable, the continental Congrcfs, be ficadily purfued; whereby 

the 

• 
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the unnatural contefr b~tween a parent honoured, and a child"beldved, 
may probably be brought to ruch an iiTuc. as that tl1epeac~ and hap· 
pinefs of both may be efiabliilied upon a lafHng baGs. But if there 
pacifi~ meafures are ineffeCtual, and it appears that the .only way to 
fafcty j's, thro' fields of blood, I know.you will not turn your faces 
from your foes ; but will l!adaume~Jy prefs fo~ward" until tyranny 
is ,trodden under f00t, and you h~ve fixed, your: adored,gadders 

LIBERTY! fan by a BRUNSWlcK's,.fi~~,.on the Amcrkan Throne. 
, , 

You thenj who nobiy baVe efpoufid )Your' Coilrirty's caure, who 
, 

generoufiy have facrijced' wealth arid'eafe " who have defpifed the 
, ' , ' 

pomp and fuew of linfel'd : greatncfs refufed the fU~lmons to t~e 
. fdrive . ',hollrd, bee~ deaf" (c· ',be ~IfurlngcaHs' of 'luxury and 

mirth, who have forfaken'the downy piltow, to keep yeur vigils by 
the midnight lamp, f~r tbe falvalien .of your invaded country, that 
~ou might break the ·fowler's fnare, and difappoint the vulture of 
his prey, you then will-reach that harvefl: of renown which you fo 
julHy have deferved. Your country fualJ pay her grateful tribute 
of npplaufe. Even the children of your moO: inveterate enemies, 
a!hamed to eel! from whom they [prang, while they in reeret curfe 

their fiopid, Cfuel parents, filall jO\O the general vQice of grati· 
• 

tude to thore who broke the fetters, which their father'$ ,[org'd. 
, 

, .. 

• 

, 

, 

-

, , 
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HAVllfG redeemed your Country, and fecurcd the bleffing to 
future generatians, who fired by your example, fhall emulat€ your 

• 
virtues, and learn from JOU the heavenly art of making millions 
happy; with heart-felt joy, with tranfports all your own, YOU 

cry, the GLORIOUS WORK IS DONE. Then drop the mantle to 
fome young ELISHA, and take Jour feats with kindred fpirits in 
your native fides. 

• 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• F [·N 1 S, 
, • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 


