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An Apslogy ‘for the Biblss ~ °~ g9

?"-}"_Slge‘ré(:étféred a little from Her fieft fit of fickaefs; but foon ré-
Tapfed ¢ abolit five weeks ago thé ‘diforder returtied, which eddéd
in Death. She flill retained the fime unfhaken confidence as bé.
fore; the Lord often vifited her with tokéns of his Love and Fa.
vour which enabled her to bear all affli&tions without a murmut-
I Ihg'or compldining thought ;- particularly- in the night feafon fhe
. ~wis favoured with fuch comfortable and reviving views of the love
| of Chrift and her own acceptance with' God, thro® him, as made
- her long to bé diffolved and to be with him in the Paradife sbove,
- ‘While Mr. Rhodes was adminiftering the Lord’s Supper to her,
I fhe was {o overpowered with a fenfe of the Lord’s prefence, that
- fhie felt no pain of body, and it feemed as if fhe was in Heaven,
. ‘Her leader afked, the night before fhe died, whether fhe was
- afraid of Death’? She anfwered, “No, no. If the Lord will
" * be with me in that hour, as- he has been with me hitherto, I

% fliall be more than conqueror.” In the night The was exceeding
~ happy, and défired thofe who were prefent to read feveral hymns,
© with which the was. mich delighted. For about an hour before
her departure fhe lay in fweet filence, and then quietly gave up

her fpifit into the Hands of her gracious Redeemer, Sept 13,
© #7935 in the 45th year of her age. C. HOPPER. -
; - -

- On the Authority for believing the Bible to be the Word of Gop's
.- Extralted from the firk Letter of the Bifhop of Landaff, te-
T Thomas Paine. '
“THE firf queftion you proepofe for confiderationt isw
. A Whether there is fufficient authority for believing the
Bible to be the Word of God, or whether there is not ?¥"~—~You
~determine this queftion in the negaive, upon what you are
pleafed to call moral evidence. You hold it impoffible that the
-Bible can be the Word of God, becaufe it is therein’ faid, that
the Ifraclites deflroyed the Canaanites by the exprefs command of
God : and to believe the Bible to be true, we muft, you affirm,
unbelieve all our belief of the moral juftice of God ; for where-
~ in, you afk, could crying or {miling infants offerid <=1 am
- aftonifhed that fo acute a reafoner fhould attempt to difparage the
. Bible,. by bringing forward this exploded and frequently refutéd
. objeftion of Morgan, Tindal, and Bolingbroke, You profefs
- yourfelf to be a- deift, and to believe that there is a God, wko
_qeeated the univerfe, and eftablifhed the-laws of nature, by which
_ i#¢] fuftained in exiftence. You'profefs that from the centem.
fasion of the works of God, you derive a knowledge of his
ibutes; and you rejett -the Bible, becaufe it afcribes to God
things inconfiflent (as you fuppofe) with the attributes' which
. you' have difcovered to belong to him ; in particular,: you think
~ 3 repugnlnt to his moral juflice, that he fhould doom to defiruttion
Vior: X[X. Oftober, 1796, Y R © she
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-the crying or> fmiling: infants jof -the. Canaanites,~Why. do":you
pnot maintaia it.to be repugnant ta his moral juflice, that he thould
fuffer ‘crying or {miling infants to be fwallowed up by, an earih-
.quake, drowned by an inundation, confumed by.a fire, ftarved

- by a famine, or deltroyed by a peftilence ? The word of God.is
.in perfeft harmony-with his work ; crying, or {miling infants are
-fubjc&ted to.death in both, We believe that the earth, at the ex-

.prefs command of God, opened her mouth, and {wallowed up

“Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, with their wives, their fons, and -
_their linle ones. This you efteem fo repugnant to God’s moral
;juftice, that you fpurn, as fpurious, the book -in which the. cir-
cumftance isselated. When Catania, Lima, and Lifbon, were
feverally. deftroyed by .earthquakes, . men with their wives, their
{ons, and .their little ones, were fwallowed upalive :—why do -
‘you not {purn, as {purious, the book of nature, in which. this
fa& is eertainly written, and from .the perufal of which you infer ::
‘the moraljuftice of Ged? You will, probably,. reply, that the-
.evils which the Canaanites {uffered from the exprefs command of -
.God, were different from thofe which are brought on mankind
by the operation of: the laws of nature.---Different! in what -
Not in the magnitude of the evil---not in the fubjeéls of- fuffer-
ance---not in the author of it---for my philofophy, at ‘leaff, in. -
firufls me to believe, ~that God-.not only primarily formed,
Jbut that he had through all ages executed, the laws of paturey
‘and that be will through all eternity adminifter ‘them, for'the .
‘general happinefs of his creatures, whetlier we can, on-every ‘oc-
cafion, difcern that end -or not. = :

v -I-am’ far from being guilty of. the im'p"ietytpf"qileffidnihg‘“thé;
-exiftence of the moral juftice of God, as- proved either by ‘natu.
xal or tevealed religion ; what I contend for is {hortly this-..thd -
syou have no right, in fairnefs of reafoning, to urge. any apparerit -
deviation from moral juflice as an argument againit revealed
religion, becanfe you do not urge an equally -apparent deviation:.

" fromt, as an argument againft natural. religion: yon -rejeEf‘-fQ:.‘Ef
former, and adwit the latter, without confidering that, as to yeit -
.objeftion, they muft ftand or fall together. DA
. _As to the Canaanites, it is needlels to enter into any proof:f

. :he.depraved ftate of their morals: they were a wicked peopleds’”
the time of -Abraham, and they; even then, were devoted t6 dé"
Airuétion by God ; but their iniquity was.not then fulli: Inthe-
time of Mofes, they were idolaters, {ucrificers. of their own crys
ing or fmiling infants ; devourers of human flefh; additted §o .
ununatural Juft ; immerfed in the filthinefs of all mannér of va¥:
Now, Ithink, it will be impoffible to prove, that it was-a: e&

R 3

ceeding contrary to-God’s moral jufltice, to exterminate fo wicked

a people. . He made the Ifraelites the executors of his vengeance;

and, 1n deing this,. lte gave {uch an evident and tersible proof-of

his abomination.of vice, as could not’fail to’ ftrike the. furrounds

ing mations with aftonifhment and terror, and to imprcfs.:ntgﬂe"
. . " minds
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ﬁiﬁd's* of :the: Ifraélites what 'théffwerlé'm‘éxpe&, if they followed
. the exariple of the nations whiom he commanded: them to cut off
- ¢ Y 'thall :not commit any of thefe abpminations---that the land
. fpué riot- you out alfo, ‘as.it-fpued out' the nations that ‘were before
ou.” * How flrong and delcriptive this language ! tie vices:of -
. theinhabitants were o abominable, thatthe very land was: fick of
- them, and forced to vomit them forth, 4s the flomach difgorgesa
. deadly poifon. - A R
- 7+ have often wondered what ¢tould ‘be 'the realon that men;
not “deftiture of talents, fhould be. delirous -of undermining thé
- duthority of revealed religion, and - ftudious in expofing, with
~ ¥malignant and illiberakexultation, every litlle - difficulty - aitesidd
- ing the . fcriptures, to popular animadverfion’ and contempti> I
~ s not willing to attribute this firange propenfity to whét "Piato -
attributed the -atheifm of his time:--to profligacy of maaners.-=
1o ‘dffeGation of fingularity.--to grofs igno:ance; afluming the
- femblance of deep refearch-and fuperior fagacity ;---1° bad rather
) vefer it ‘to an impropriety of judgment, refpeting the manners] .
- #nd'mental acquirements, of “human kind in thefirlt: ages of ‘thé
- world,: *Moft unbeliévers: argue as ‘1f the thought that -maf;4n
* temote*dnd rude antiquity,:injthe - very biith and infanep of bag
- fpecies, had the fame- diftin& conceptions of ‘one, eternal, 14>
- vifible;: inicorporeal, - infinitely” wife, powerful, and ‘good "God}
- which they them{elves huve 'now. . This I look upon as' a‘ gieh®
. miftake, and a pregnant. fource of infidelity. "Human kind; by
- leng -experience ; by' the: irftitutions of civil fociety; by the
[ cultivation of arts- and fciénces:; by, as I-beheve; divine inflrucd
. tom:aftually. given to fomej’ and traditionally commiinicated: g
~ dlks isin a far more diftingvithed fituation, as'to the powers of (he
imind, than-itwas in the childhiood ‘6f: the-wotld: ‘The hiftory of
man’is the hiftory oft the’ providence of God;:whé, ' willing 'ik¢

= to.the capacity of thofe, who ‘in ?:_diﬁ'erehii_ggés"\.v'ére_?‘the‘f f'ﬁbjé&’?
afsit.. The biftory of any one’ nation ‘throughout all ages:” andf
that: of all nations-in the fame age, are but féparate parts’ of-orE
great plain, which God: is .carrying on!for the moral nelioraiion
sfimankind, - But who can “comprehend the: whole "of - this imo"
#enfe:defign,? The fhortnefs of: life, the weaknefs of' our faéulo
" #ies; the “inadeduacy of our means' of information, conlpire t¢
. make it impoflible tor us, worms of the earth ! infefls of an howr=}
- ‘éompletely. to underftand any of ‘its parts. - No man, who. wélt
. weighs the fubje, ought to be furprifed, that -in the hiftories'of
ancient. fimes many things- fhould occur foreign ‘t6 our ‘man<
- mers, the 'propriety and. neceflity. of which we - canhet clearly
. apprehend. - . R T ST I
w7 Ivappears incredible to many, that God "Almighty fhould *have
- ‘had colloquial intercourfe with our firft ‘parents ; that he thould
- have contratted a kind' of  frigndfhip- for the patriarchs, and en.:
- tered-into covenants with them ; that bhe fhould have fufpended
S - gY 2 - - the

fapreme felicity ‘of a1l hiscreatures; has’adapted'his"govérniient ...
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the laws of nature in Egypt; fhould have been fo .apparestly -
prrtial as to become the God and governor of one particulay :
nuion ; and. fhould have fo. far demeaned himfelf as to give to
that people a burdenfome'ritual of worihip, ftatutes and ordinances,
maay of which feem to be beneath the dignity of his attention,
unimportant and impolitic. 1 have converfed with many deifls, -
and have always found that the firangenefs of thefe things was
the only teafon for their difbelief of them : nothing fimilar hay
happened in their time; -they will not, therefore, admit, that

~ thele events have really taken pldce at any time. - As well might 3
€hild, when arrived at a ftate of manhood, contend that he had
never ¢cither flood in need of or experienced the foflering careof
"4 mother’s kindnefs, the wearifome attention of his nurfe, or the
infteullion and difcipline of his fchoolmafter. The Supreme
Beiag {elefted one family from an idolatrous world ; nurfed it up, i
by. various afts: of his providence, into a .great nation; coms
municated to that nation a knowledge of his helinefs, juilice, .
mercy, power, and wifdom ; diffeminated them, at various times
through every part of the earth, that they might be a ** leavento -
leaven.the whole lump,’” that they might affure all other nations
of the exiftence of one fupreme God, the creator and preferver
of the world, the only proper obje&t of adoiation. With what
(ggfm can we expeft, that what was done to one nation, not éut
of any paitiality to them, but for the general good, fhould.be

- done to all ? that the mode of inftruéion, which was fuited to'the

, infancy of theworld, fhould be extended to the maturity of it§. .
manhood, or to the imbecility of its old age? I own to you,- that

~ when I confider how nearly man, in a favage flate, approaches
to. the brute creation, as to intelleftual excellence; and when I
contemplate his miferable attainments, as to the knowledge: of
Gud, in a civilized - flate, when he has had no divine inftruéltion -

_en the fubje@l, or when that inftruttion has been forgotten, (for
all mea have known fomething of God from tradition,) I cans
not but admire; the wifdom and- goednefls of the Supreme Beging,
in baving.let himfelf. down to our apprehenfions; in haying given
to_mankind, in the earlieft ages, fenfible and extraordinary praofs -
aof his exiftence and attributes ; in having made the jewith and
chriftian difpenfations mediums to convey to all men, thxo.uil: .

.....

al] ages, that knowledge concerning himfelf, which he had vouchs
~ faled 10 give immediately to the firft. 1 own it is firange, very
. firange, that he {hould bave - made an immediate manifefiation of
‘gi;:'xfc_lf in the firlt ages of the world ; but what is there that is not
range ? Itis ftrange that yon and I are here---that there is water,and §
earth, and air, and fire---that there is a fun, and moon, and flars-sx
that there is generation, corruption, reproduétion. 1 can account -
q};imately_for rione of thefe things, without recurring to Him
who made’every thing. I alfoam his workmanthip, and look upta -
him with hope of prefervation through all eternity ; I adore hi;ln'-for
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is word as well as -for his work : his. work I cannot compre-
;’nd,bqt his word hath affared me of all that I am concerned to
know---that he hath ‘prepared everlafting happinefs for thofe
who love and obéy him, This you will call preachment :---I will
':S\?#'ifﬂﬁqg with it; but the fubje& is fo vaft, and the plan of
providence, in my opinion, fo obvicufly wife and* goad, that
I cap never think of it withoyt having my mind filled with piety,
adm - ,

jratjon, and gratitude.”

i

AN Account or Mr. WILLIAM PRICE.: ..,

FiLLiaM PRrICE was born near Enifkillen in Ireland,
= Y'Y At an early period, he commenced 2 foldier in the Enis<
- Kjllen Dragpons. .~ He flood twa Flanders wars, ten campaigns,
»and twelve general engagements, without receiving the flightet

gapund ‘At his firft going to Flanders, feeing himlelf expofed to

-danger on all hands, and not knowing the moment he might fall a -
yiftim to the horrors of war, he endeavoured to prepare fo,r’,lﬁ;er,—

"~ qity: But being ignorant of the way of attaining juftification by
" _faith in Chrift, he fet abopt eftablilbing his own righteoufnefs, as
" the foundation of acceptance with Gop. And now he thought all
-~ svas well, becanfe he forfook bad company, faid his prayers, went
¢ . to.Church and Sacrament, and bore a good charaét:r among men.
" But that Gop, who ** weigheth the {pirits, and fearcheth the hearts.

. of the fons.of -men,” faw the fincerity of his defires, and while -
" he continued walking in the light of his inferior difpenfatiop, pro-
- yided means for bringing him oyt of all darknefs inta his marvel.

- ouslight. . ST o |

. The firft converted man that Mr.  Price remembers to-hdve con.
.. ¥erfed-with, was Mr, l!Ioi,m ‘Haiyme, who at that time was pub-
(N hing falvation thro’ faith in Jefus, in the Britith. camp. As Mr.
- HAIME was a {lriél attendant on the church, and ficrament ; Mr
©  Brice took particular notice of hig ferious deportment, which
" led 1o an, intimate acquaintance with each other. Mr. Haimg
" urged the neceflity of experiencing a death unto fin, and a new
. birth unto righteoufnefs : but Mr. Price did not readily under-
. fand this dottrine at firft. However, that he might be entirely
1", freed from his_former ungodly companions, and improve an ac-
- guaintance with a few pious foldiers, who frequently met for the
.. purpofe of worfhipping Gop, and taking fweet counlel together,
& - of things pertaining to the kingdam of heaven, Mr. Prick glad.
# ly call in his lot among them. After fome time, the rod of afflic-
' tion was laid upon him, which brought him to the margin of the
.. grave, And now the fears of death and judgment overwhelmed
= him, his fins ftared him in the face, his righieoufnefs failed and
~ . his hopes of heaven vanifhed away. In this fituation the conftant

_ ery of his guilty foul was, —* Mercy! Mercy ! Mcrfiy ” In
- the midf of his diftrefs, it founded through his min ’Ch“ gnt
ERR - e ; ri




