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T H E

PLea of the Coronies, &c.

To LLorRD M--aeam- D.

My I.ord,
‘ ‘ THILE you were pleas’d to withdraw
yourfelf from the cabinet, and fit in

ﬁ lence behind the curtain, {ecurely to en-
joy the confcious pleafurc of guiding the
political machine, and giving birth to mea-
{ures that you did not chule publicly to adopt,

whatever we might think of your Lordfhip’s
influence, or that of yvour noble countrymen
and friends, we were not fully at liberty to
exprefs our {entiments upon it. It was ge-
nerally believed that the noble LLord who pre-
{ides in the Treafury, and his kiniman, the
late American fecretary, were nof principals
in devifing the American war. They held a
language, both 1n public and 1n private, that
might tend to {ecure them fromn the charge.
Thev were fometimes obferved to unfay, or
¢xplain to nothing, what they had {aid but
vefterday ; there was fuch a want of confi-
fience among {ome of their attions, there was

| S {uch
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fuch a difagreement between the outward and
vifible face of their conduét, and the inward
{pirit, which was conftantly oppofing every
healing propofition, and dragging the nation
into the road to war, that we could not doubt
of a fecret influence of a real minifter, who
pointed out the path to the oftenfible one, and
brought him back whenever he chanced to 1if-
tcn to his own opinton, and {tep out of the true
road; yet when wefought for the perfon who,
deafto the cries of juftice, callous to the feelings
of humanity, could think of paving the way
to arbitrary donmmnation, by fhedding the blood
of thoufands, we dur{t not {ay to the firf
judge in the kingdom, < thou art the man.”
The time, however, 15 at la{t come when f{i-
lence 1s no longer neceflary ; perhaps not {afe :
we have crofled the Rubicon, your Lordfhip’s
prcfence may be requifite to animate the troops,
and infpirc thole Britons with martial rage,
who might {till paufe at thedding a brother’s
blood.  While the American difpute was con-
fidered as Little more than a quarrcl with the
town of Bofton about drowning a few chefts of
tea, the n.tion could hardly take the alarm ;
they could not fulpect that a capital revolution
was 1ntended, or that the liberties of the whole
empire were in danger ; unor would the confe-
quent fteps that {eemied toipring from that quar-
vel, by a fatal progreffion of crimes, give any
great alarm to a generous nation, that gene-
rally believeth all things and hopcth all things

that
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that are beft, efpecially as the bufinefs 1hll
{feemed to be conduéted by the ordinary mi-
nifters: and {furely while nothing more was
profefled than quelling a mob, or punithing a
refraétory town, your Lordihip’s counicl was
not requifite ;

Nec deus interfit nifi dignus vindice nodus
Incederit.

But now that we have {muggled a march, that
we are pafled over the preliminary fteps, and
are plunged, God knows why, into the very
bowels of a civil war; now that a political
{ubjet of doubtful enquiry is, by the moft
barbarous figure 1n rhetoric, committed to the
mouth of a cannon, and from a fingle town
the fiery argument has extended {o far as to
involve fourteen or fitteen provinces, vour
Lordfhip has thought proper to fiep forward
and inform us that you are for blood. No
plan of accommodation, no terms of peace ate
to be held out to the Americans, the {ivord
15 not to be ftayed fo much as for an hour ;
nothing lefs than ¢ abfolute, unconditional™
fubmiffion is to be accepted.  We fhould
not even talk of peace, for ¢ much is to be
done, and hLittle {faid”. The Americans mull
be abfolutely fubdued. The reafon you have
been pleafed to give for this fevere PIOCCis 13
very remarkable. /e Anericars Jo not wwi
Jor peace, they haze long been aiming at abjo-
lute independence and will be {atisficd with no-

.
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thing lefs.”” As this is the great pillar on
which your ILordfhip and your frietds have
thought fit to lean ; as this i1s the general ar-
gument by which you have lately agreed to
juitity the prefent plan of extirpating the Ame-
ricans, Or bending them beneath the conque-
ror’'s yoke, 1 fhall take the liberty to examine
it with {ome attention. That I may do ju-
ftice to your reafonings on this fubjeét, and
thrmwh you to the reafonings of thé vifible
miniﬂry, who, on this occafioh, are certainly
direéted by that {ecrct confidential corps which
you have formed, I fhall colle&t mnto one
point of view the {fum of what yot1 have de-
livered 1n defence of the American war, n
your noted {peecch of November laft on the
capture bill, and in ycur late memorable
{pcech on the Duke of Grifron’s moticn; for
they tended to the {ame object, they were
founded on the Lunc hvpothefis.

Confcious [ am, that in this humble dii-
qmﬁl](m In w hn_h | appeal to the honeft, the
virttous and difinterefied part of this nation,
I thall come far fhort of your Lordfhip Iin
eleaance of language, clearnefs of dition, and
Ao s of rhctonc but I fhall, for this reafon
among others, try to difier from your Lordfhlp
in another particular of {fome confequence 3 |
{hall deal in f285s notin conjeftures. Though
cvery thing that 1s offered by your Lordthip
falls from {0 oreat an eminence that 1t cannot
fail to make 1ts unpreflion on the public, yet]

2 | {hall
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thall reftrain myfelf to the outlines and prmci-
pal arguments of your two {peeches, con ﬁdex_lt
that I thall not overlook thofe particular opi-
nions which you with the nation fthould ¢m-
brace, nor thofe intereftingarguments on which
you have juftified the prelent war, and re-
pudiatcd the very idea of peace.

¢« Jt was foretold by Davenant, that when-
«¢ ever the American colonies fhould find
<¢ themielves of {ufficient {trength, they would
¢ ¢ndcavour toform themfelves into a feparate
““ independent flate; and this (you {ay) has
¢ been the conftant objelt of the people of
<« New England almoit from their earlieft
<« infancy. At the conclufion of the late war
¢¢ an 1dea prevailed, that the Americans thould
¢ contribute towards the public expence,”
(and that the Parliament of England fhould
tax them for that purpofe without their con-
lent.) <1 fhall not pretend to [av how proper
“ fuch a meafure might have been, but the
¢¢ ftamp-act palfled, and nobody oppoled it.
¢“ Next year the declaratory a& was alio
¢¢ pafled without any oppofition. On the
“ following year the port-duties were laid
““ while a noble Lord, now in oppofition
““ (Lord C mden) prefided on the woolfack,
“ he never faid a word againft them. The
““ Bofton port-bill alfo paiied the year before
“ laft without any manner of oppolition.
“ Of the foliowing aéls [./ball fay nothing, but
$¢ 1t the other a&s were juititiable I think the

‘¢ latter
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lattcr were equally {fo. I do not think
America complains of particular 1njuries {o
much as fhe does of the violation of her
rights. 'The congrefs {um up the whole
of their grievances in that paflage of the
declaratory alt which aflerts the right of
(Great Britain to make laws to bind them
in all cafes what{foever. ‘That 1s the true
bone of contention. They pofitively de-
ny the right not the mode of exercifing it.
Thev would allow the King of Great Bri-
tain a nomunal {overeignty over them, but
nothing elfe. "I'hey would throw oft their
dependence on the crown of Great Britain
but not on the perfon of the King whom
they would render a cypher. 'T'hey would
be as Hanover i1s to England.” To this

{tate of the controverly you were pleafed to
add, 1n favour of hoftile meafures : ¢ The

LG
e
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Americans are now at war, they have in-
vaded Canada, they are ating on the of-
fenfive; we are not to enquire who was the
aggreflor; whether we are right or wrong,

‘¢ we muit proceed We are not to dif-

€¢

¢

{criminate the innocent from the guilty, if
we do not kill them, they will kill us,”
Of three pofitions which your Lordfhip

has endeavoured to eftablith, 1t 1s hard to dii~
cover which s beft calculated to promote the
prefent views of adminiftration. If either of
them fhould be {ully received, 1t may be ex-
pecied that the nation will cordially apply

their



.l 9 ]

their {thoulders to the American war. If
cither of them thould be queftioned, fome
part of the nation may f{hll remain tardy.
Your {irft endcavour 1s to perliuade us that
every fet of munmifters and all parties of men
have unmdormly agreed 1n thar attempts to
tux the Americans ever {ince thut queltion was
ficft aoitated. Tt 1hat had mdeed been the
cafe, we have certainly nothing to gain by a
change of men, for the fame meafores would
{111l be purlued ; and 1t there can be no change
of mcafures, the Amcricans had beft {ubmit
i time, fince they can never expedt more rea-
fonable terms.  Whatever the truth may be,
yout [ordihip has certainly hcard that the
Americans in general view this fubjeét in a
different ight. They believe that there is a
very refpeCtable, a very numerous body of
men 1n this kingdom, who are generally di-
{tinguifthed by the name of Whigs, who are
friends to civil liberty and perfectly averfe to
the idea of taxing their brethren in Nortl
America. They believe, that by fome of
thole men the ftamp-act was repealed, a hu-
mane, prudent, and magnanimous meafure,
bv which peace was reftored to the empire,
though the authors of it knew they mult be
ruined at court.

‘¢ I\’qr/su_;/émz Jdonino quew profunt ommibusartes.”

['he Amcaricans, indeed, complam of the de-
clavatory act as it is explained by their enemivs,
for 1t 1» now made, and without further ex-

C plan:-



[ 1o ]

planation may continue to be made, a foun-
dation for every kind of oppreflion : but they
do not believe that the framers of the declara-
tory act could ever be charged with the de-
fire of taxing them ; fince it was notorious
that they had mtroduced that very a& as a
kind of {alvo for the authority of [Parliament,
in order that they might be enabled to repeal
the only law by which America was taxed. The
declaratory a&t was a {word of ftate, for orna-
ment rather than for wfe ; 1t was never to be
drawn for the purpofe of revenue, nor for any
other occafion lefs important than the {alvation
of the empire. In this light the Americans
vicwed 1t from the beginning, for which rea-
{fon 1t had not the leaft tendency to check thofe
fhouts of joy which were heard from every
province when the ftamp-a&t was repealed. If
we are {till at alofs to know whether all clafles
of men among us are equally obnoxious to
the Americans, and whether they confider
themiclves equally aggrieved by all, let us
hear the late declaration of the conglefs the
very plece your Lordfhip 1s plealed to quote.
After enumerattng the many alts of injuftice
and cruelty that have lately been praétifed
againft them, they add ¢ fruitlels were all the
‘¢ entreaties, arguments, andeloquence of an
¢« illuftrious band of the moft diftinguithed
¢t peers and commoners, who nobly and {tre-
<« nuoufly aflerted the juftice of our caule, to
¢« ftay or even to mitigate the heedl {s fury
¢« with which thefe accumulated and unex-

¢ ampled
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“ ampled outrages werc hurried on.” The
evidence being thus ftated, we {h: 1l conti-
nue to think that peace mmght be rcftored to
America by a change of meafures ; for I 'm
certain that the Americans believe and hove
that a change of men fhall yvet produce {u ch
a change of meafurcs. "o that alone they
{till tru{’c for the comfort and advantage of
retmaining a part of this empire. To thcu‘
own valour and to God they now truft for
the prefervation of their liberty.

The {fecond pofition which vour Lordfhip
has endeavoured to eftablith 1s, that the Ameri-
cans do not with for peace, they would not be
{atisficd with relief from particular grievances ;
thev aim at independence, and would throw oft
their fubjeétion to the crown of Great Bri-
tain. As this very charge 1s circulated through
every part of the kinedom by thole who
“would jultifv the 0ﬁprﬁh()r by Lllf’cmg 1 darl\u
fhade on the opprefled, 1 have taken much
pains to difcover the evidence on which 1t 1s
founded ; but after all my refearches 1 cannot
hind any bettcr reafon for {u ppoling that the
Americans defire to be 1inde pendent, than therr
own umform declarations that they do #nof
defireit. Davenant, for aught we know, was
a very honcft man 'md a good prophet but pro-
phefies are not ufually adduced in evidence of
facts. 'T'he arguments that are brought from
Ncew Lingland, {eem to operate dor..nni’c your
Lordﬂnp s pofinon ; for if the troub les that
appearcd In \Taﬂaumfuts m the reign of \WVil-
hham and Mary, give any evidence that inde-

C - pens
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pendence was their objedy, certainly theloyalty
of thofe peepls and ther uncanoled zeal
his Ma ](fly forvice, on larer coealions, give
a more pleating evndenoe of their delire to be-
]()ng' to the ])rm‘h cropire. Yy one Joordlhap
15 pleafed to fuppnic that the Americans would
allow the Kiuﬂ 1 Cireat Rritan a nonnnal
foveraionmiry over them but nothing eife. We
Hatter (;mhn'tf; Lot vou do o not wifn o
fee ablolute dclpqt';m citablifhed 1 any pat
of his NMajelly’s dominions, and yet we are
at a lois to conceive how a DBnrtth judge
thould gwe tre namne of power and wothing
¢lfe to what the Americans have never re-
fuled his Mzjedtv. It the power of making
peace and war, of appoimting their governors
and judges, of difallowing or confirming their
laws and being their final arbitrer and ']udg_,v
1s to be called 70 powir, we fhould ¢ladly
hear what contintates fuh PO LT [t it ihould
cven be {aid that the Americans would reduce
{ne poOWeT of a bnt ﬂ1 Parhament to a name
:nd notheg e, we fhould 1ull Jament that
tbt, autiior (;f fUL h o (,h arge was not wetl in-—

tormed.  T.ct us hear the Americans on thi

very fubject, i ther Iafi addrets to the lmop
of K neland. << It has been fand  that we re-
< fufe to fubmit to the reftrictions on our
¢t commueree.  From whencee 1s this inference
< drawn ? Not fromour word,; we have re-
« peatedly declared the contrary , and we again
< profcié cur {ubmiflion to the {fceveral acts
““ oftrade and navigation pafled belorethe year
b 1753, And we Luwifm]_y conicnt to the
*t opLras IJI}
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¢ operation of {uch a&s of the Driufth Par-
¢« Jiament as fhall be reflraincd to the repu-
¢¢ lation of external commerce {or the pur-
¢ pofe of {ecuring the commercial advantages
¢¢ of the whole empire to the mother country
¢« and the commercial benehits of its refpective
‘“ members, excluding everyv idea of taxation
¢« mternally or externally for raifing a reve-
‘“ nue on the fubjects in America without their
‘¢ content.’

MWhen we fee men arligent 1in pointing out
{ceret caudes of public complaints, or labouring
to place them to {fome account which the par-
tics do not avow, we are apt to fufpe@r a want
of candour in the enquirer, or an ablence of
rcal and obvicus grievance 1n the perfons com-
plaming. 1f the Americans had geone out of
the wav to {cck for {fome grievance, if they
had gone back to revive fome ancient claim,
or difcafs {fome doubttul theorem, then imdeed
we might have faid thar the oftenfible caufe
wus not the truc one, and that they {fought for
fomething which they did not avow. No-
thing of this {ort has h.:ll)PLnCd to the Ameri-
cans.  T'hewr complamts imimediately followed
the mnjuries they bad received 5 the Injuries
were not tr xﬂmg Or nnagm'uv they were
orofs and palpable, they lay in the v cry road
and mutt bave been removed, elfe the mife-
rable colomft muit have ﬁumbltd and fallen
1mito the very plt of dcip()tl[m. Life and pro-
perty were at the {ole difpofal of men who
kuew them not, who were not touched by their
cidanmuties 5 of men who were to gain by their

3 lofs
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lofs and profper by their adverfity. Do the

Americans {eem ripe for a revolt, merely be-
caufe thev complain of {fuch a grievance? or
does 1t follow that a man 1s not to be pacified
by allts of juftice, merelv bicaufe he refifts aéts
of violence and oppreflicn.  So far have the
Americans been from complaining without
caule, that we have long admir-d their patience
in {uffering, their fteady perfeverance and mo-
deration 1in Complaining. | do not indced {ay
that the Americans have {uffered in proportinn
to the bitternels of the draught that has been
prepared for them: I cannot denv that the
ouardian angel of that country feems to have
been prefent m the Britith councils, while the
demon of dilcord was dealing out her potions
with an unrelenting hand.  She bas diluted
the poifon and fdwd her countrv. Our { atef-
men have lifiened to the council of A hitho-
phcl ;s they have added cruelty to op:refiion,
and infult to injury ; they have f()llO‘R «d one
at of tvranny by another, with {fuch haity
{teps, that they have faved where they meant
to deftroy ; they have rouzed the molt torpid
American, they have informed the moit {cru-
PU]OUQ cafuiit.

It beiny once more determined, m an evil
hour, to tax the Americans, though the ftamp-
&hqd been repealed, and thcy being refolved
in the moit peaceable manner to elude the force
of {fuch a tax, by not confuming any article
on which it was laid, the meafure for {ome
uime {ermed to be defeated ; but 1t was a fa-
vourite meafure. A ncew law was iramed, by
which
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which the ufual channel of commerce was al-
tered, in order that you might eninare the
people and oblige them to refcind 5 but people
who had been thwarted and provoked for {fome
years, were not very traftable. The new mea-
{ures produced a riot in Bofton, and {ome
goods were deftroyed by the populace. Inftead
of enquiring into the matter, or demanding ju-
{tice intheufualtorm; that juftice which had ne-
ver been refuled on former occafions, the whole
towwn of Bolton, unheard and untried, was ini-
mediately condemined to {uffer that Kkind of
extreme, 1mnadequate puntthment which {favours
of revenge rather than corre@ion, which re-
{fembles the bitternels of an enemy rather than
the frowns of a parent.  The mifchief did not
ftop there: an indigent, {cditious governor had
laboured for {fome ycears to cuin the favour of
his {fuperiors, by contriving milchief to his
native country, and though he was detected
in his {chemes, thougsh it wes Lnown that he
had been ditappomted and tovred, that he
hated his countrvinen and was muttaily huated
by them, vethis counfel was adopted 5 to him
did you give an aitentive ear, as whilom our
unhappy grandame hiitened to the other enemy
of our {pecis.  "[he charter of Maflachufens
was changed without neceflitv, without DI -
vocation. By that hng'e tircke every other
province was infurmed (hit nothing was facred
or fecure.  This was only t ¢ b:gimling of
their calamities, {or an act was vo od  which
may be entitled, an aft toencourae o 1 enable
ioldiers, cuftom-houfc officers, aiiu Lol walters

¢
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to murder his Majefty’s {ubjcéts in America.
Why do I mention particulars? They are frefh
m yout Lordfhip’s metmory ; but you {eem to
have difcovered no {everity nor injuftice in
them. You do not think they gave rife to
the prefent war. You are pleafed to {uppofc
that an abftrat theorem, a general declaration,
has given more ottence to the Americans than
all the injuries they have received. May ] en-
treat your Iordfhip to review this {ubjeét
without partiality, and judge with candor, {o
may you expelt mercy, when you alfo fhall
be judged. Have the Americans no {olid caufe
of co*‘nphmﬂ Have they not {uftered many
{fevere mnjuries, and been forced to groan under
the hand 0f0ppr<,fﬁon > Were not thele mju-
ries and that oppreflion the immediate and true
caufe of their drawing the {fword ? When we
hear the penfioners and runners of court, the
common foakers of civil dilcordinevery cotlee-
houfe and public aflembly, dealing out the ftale
charge of malice prepenic againft the Ameri-
ricans, boldly afhirming that they have long
been aiming at a frate of independence, and that
a rebellious difpofition gave rife to the prefent
commotions ; though the ftory 1s founded on
fict1on, though 1t was invented for the pur-
pofe of deceiving and exaiperating a generous
people that they may take part in the quarrel
and become partakers in the blood of therr
brethren. When we hear the calumny retailed
by {uch people we are not {urprized, for by th:s
ficry they bave ther bread 5 but when your

Lordfhip condefcends to trav el near the fame
gjround



[ 17 ]
oround, and to quote Davenant as a proof that
{omebody has faid the Americans would here-
after firive to be independent ; or to quote the
declaration of the Americans themielves, as a
proof that they afk for nothing more or lefs
than a ftate of indcpendence, we are mn pain
for the Majefty of Truth. In a little time we
{hall not wonder if 1t 1s commonly athrmed
that the Americans, from their innate love of
defpotifm have been contriving a revolution in
favour of an exiled tamily ; we fhould not
even be {urprifed if every recruiting officer was
taught to ufe this argument as the moft likely
means of roufing the Englith nation ; as for
our brethren in the north, their loyalty, at pre-
{ent, does not {feem to need any {pur.  How-
ever this may be, I muft bedpeak your Lord-
fhip’s paticnce a few minutes, while Tam a lit-
tle more particular m confidering the founda-
tion of that gcncr;ll churgc which Y Ol have
been pleafed to bring., Whatever any wri-
ters have fuppoled mioht happen to America,
by obferving what has hapoened to all other
nations, yct I can falcly affirm, that whoever
was beit acquainted with the colonifts had Ieaft
reafon to believe that they were looking to-
wards a ftate of indcpendence.  As memnbers
of the Britifth empire, they have enjoyced, till
the beginning of the prefent controverly, (a
tew mmpolitic and unprofitable rettrictiions ¢x-
cepted) as much liberty as was confittent with
Civil covernment, or o~ much as they could
potlibly expect under a now ferm. They were
conlcious of the biciling, they praved tor its

1) continuanye,
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continuance. They ecfteemed Great Britain
as a parent, they loved her with more than
filial atteétion; they loved every thing that was
Britifh ; they were to a man zealoufly attached
to his Majefty, if we except a few indivi-
duals who migrated to that country m the
year forty-five. \Vhat could tempt {uch peo-
ple to become 1ndependent ! We have gene-
rally fuppcfed that it 1s more fafe, as well as
more honourable to be a member of a great
empire than of a {mall one; not that 1T be-
lieve the Americans, as a {eparate {tate, have
aupht to fear from any of the moft formida-
ble nations in Europe ; but no man would
ftand alone 1n a {fevere conteft, who might
have a powerful {upport; and to my certain
knowledge the Americans have vainly flatter-
ed themfielves with perpetual peace, a pprehend-
ing that by their affiftance Great britain would
{oon become fuch a dangerous adverfary, that
no forcign ftate might pr()vokc her with {afety.
In this mavner [ {hould have fuppofed the
Amer:cans would reafon, and 1n this manner 1
know thev cenerally have reafoned concerning
their conneétion with Great Britain 3 but lefd
I thould be charged with partal judgment or
dealing 1n ttil"_]LCtUl‘ s, let us heuar the general
voice of America. 1 fhall not trouble your
],()rdﬂnr) by I't'PC"itlDO" thewr numerous declara-
tions on this inb_]eéi from the L 01IINING of the
controverly 3 I ifhall contine mylfcelt to their
lateft pu )]m ations, fuch as have been made
fince the deftruétion of the peafunts at Liexin-
ton ; fince General Gage bepan to waite and

depo-
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depopulate their country—a period in which
we cannot {uppofe they have uled flattering
terms, nor profefled more than they mtended.

"The congrefs, in their petition to the King,
after declaring their attachment to his perfon
and family, proceed thus, ¢ Connelted with
¢« Great Britain by the firong-{t ties that can
<« unite focieties, and deplormg cvery event
‘¢ that tends in any degree to weaken them, we
¢ {olemnly aflure your Majefty, that wenoton-
‘“ ly moft ardently defire the former harmony
¢ between her and thele colonies may be reftor-
¢¢ c¢d, but thataconcord may be eftablifhed be-
“ tween them, upon {o firm a bafis, as to per-
‘“ petuate 1ts bicilings uninterrupted by any
<« future diffentions.”  In their addrefs to the
inhabitants ot Great Dritain they {ay, < Give
““ us leave mott {olemnly to atlure you, that
‘“ we have not yet loft fight of the objelt e
““ have ever had in view, a reconciliation with
‘“ you on conititutional principles, and a refto-
“ ration of that friecndly mtercour{c which, to
¢“ the advantage of both, we til]l latelv main-
““« tained.” 11t thould be {aid, that the con-
grefs has not delivered the true motives of 1ts
own conduct, nor the {enie of 1ts conftituents,
we are furnifhed with copious evidence to the
famc mmport by the people themfelves, who
have latcly been convened on public occafions
in moft of the provinces. | fhould not trou-
ble vour I.ord{hip by reprating on this occa-
flon any thing that has been advanced by micn
who from their profeffion are not {uppofed to
be well verfed In politics, but we have {een a

D 2 ihort
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fhert exhortation, publithed on June laft,
New Yeork, by a convention of more than a
undred clerev, from {even or eight different
ProvInees, w mdl contains an obiervation {o
ey ario b!c., that 1t deferves even yvour {.ord-
fhip’s attention. ¢« Tt givcs us,”” {ay they,
‘“ the greateft }‘*1(’1 ure to fay ffom orr 0N
C oot hnocele ..,4 e of all bc]ongimﬁ" to our
< communion, and from the beft means of in-
““ formation of the far greatefl part of all de-
““ mominations m this country, that tne pre-
“ {eut oppofition to the m cafures of admini-
“« ftraticn does notin the leaft arife from a did-
““ aftcction to the King, or a defire of fepara-
““ tron frowi the parent flate.”  So far are the
Americans from wifhing to become indepen-
dent, that {fome of the moit zealous provinces,
fecaring left a temporary coniederacy, though
cdopted for the {ole purpofe of defence, (hould
finallv terminate in a feparation frem the pa-
reoit siate, have GXI)I‘GfSI_V mitructed thar dele-
cates to be cautious m adopting any mealures
()f that bind.,  The plan of a pr()pofcd confe-

crecy (which was tolaft for two years, or ull
'[IIL crrevances were removed) was fad betore
{ho SRNOAY inctal co I]E’?:I(fs e ¢ at I mmough

1 North Corolina, 2rft - ';L!i‘r, 17755 when
ater mature umﬁh cration. e congreds m com-
mittee caone to the tolle vany refoluton.

<« T hat the conyimtter have taken into con-
¢ Lderatien the plan of peneral confederation
“ between the umted celonies, and are of opr-
““ nion that the fame 1s not at p[efem o rglble :

6 ¢ 'll‘l(\ 1t lb 11(0 t 1 OPJI’MOII ()f thlS COInn]]TtEG
¢t that

}
(¢
l
Ya



(g4

<<

<

¢

<<

G

¢ ¢

4

21 ]

that the delegates of this province ought tn
be infirudte i, not to confent to any pl an of
confederation which may be offered in an
enfuing congrefs, until the fame {h 1 be laid
before and approved by the provincial con-

crefs. T 'hat the ptc{cnr atlociation ounght
to be relicd on for brinegimy about a recon-
cthiation with the parent {tate, and a further

confederacy oug ht onlv to be "ldf)p(’Cd 177
cafe of the [aft neceflitv.””  "The comunittee

(of the affembly of Penfvlvania fitting at Phi-
Indelphia gth Nov. 1775) appomted to pre-
pare and bring i a draught of mftructions for
the deleoates of that province 1n congrefs, re-

ported an cflay for that purpole,

which being

rcad and confidered, was agreed to by the
houfe, and 1s as follows, viz.
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Gontlemen,
<« Thetruft Itp(){L(l m you 15 of {uch a na-
ture, and the modes ()f(,\(cgntmg It may be
fo diverfified i the courfe of your delibera-
tions that 1t 15 {carcely poflible to give you
particular mfrructions refpecting 16, We
thererore 1 general direét tlmt you, or any
four of vou, meet i congreds the dej fegates of
theleveral colonicinow IfiLhil)ltdlll thwutv
and any fuch deleonios av may mcet 1 con-
orrefs the next vaar, that vou confult toge-
1hu on the oreiernt eritreal and alarnnng iut(,
of Dllbl* e ?.::.:r::;, thuat votl mav exert vour
UEMOR C1ndcavonrs o Apree u:mn and  re-
COMnICie, I'L:.,_n pyesinres s vou thall judoec
to atford thie beit p*'u{f‘ut O obwlmnﬂ re-
drefs of I"’iLllCdll crrievances, and r:ﬁurmg
2 ‘¢« that
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“ that union and harmony between Great
<« Pritain and the colonies, {o eflential to the
““ welfare and happinefs of both countries.

‘“ Though the oppreflive meafures of the
<« Biitth Parliament and adminiftration have
¢ compelled us to refift their violence by force
““ of arms, yetawe firiétly enjoin you, that vou, in
‘¢ bf/za]fof/le colony, diffent from, and utterly
““ yejelt any propofitions, fhould Juch be made,
¢ that may mz{/ tolead to a feparation [rom our
<« mother country, or a change of the form of
¢ this government. Y ou are direted to make
¢« report of your proceedings to this Houfe.”

Such are the proofs we have received con-
cerning the objelt of difpute in North Ame-
rica; to adduce more evidence on this {fubjelx
would be vain tautology : he that can {et his
face againit {uch declarations, and continue to
fay that the Americans have engaged in the
prefent difpute through the defire of becoming
independent, muft have fhut his eyes againit
conviétion, and hardened himfelf in the prac-
tice of faying thungs which are nof. Y our
Lordfhip has difcovered, and no common ge-
mus could have difcovered from the above
inftru&ions, that the Penfylvanians with to
become 1ndependent.

Hitherto we have only had occafion to com-
plain that your L.ordfhip hasattempted to hurt
the Americans by blackening their reputation,
and charging them with crimes of which they
are not guitly. Your third pofition goes far-
ther ; you are not {atisfied with painting them

in dark colours, 1n order to fink them in the
efteem
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efteem of the moft virtuous, and hitherto the
moft loyal part of this nation, you would fol-
low them to the grave, Without evidence,
and contrary to the cleareft evidence, you are
firft pleafed to {uppole them guilty, you would
then proceed to their execution. ¢ "T'he Ame-
‘¢ ricans,” you f{ay, ¢¢ have invaded Canada,
¢¢ they are alting on the oftenfive ; we are not
¢“ to enquire who was the aggreflor; we muft
¢« proceed : 1f we do not kill them, they will
«“ kill us.” On this occafion we can hardly
{ay which 1s the moft confpicuous, your LLord-
thip’s humanity, or your clofe attachment to
the hiflory of faéts; the Americans are acting
on the offenfive, if we do not kill them they
will kill us: this is curious and perfectly new.
On what principal does your LLordthip {fuppofe
we can adopt ths ftory, while we retain a {park
of common {enfc ¢ Fave we not feen a map
of thatcountry r [lave we not read the hiftory
of the prefent war. Your violence commenced
by fhutting up the port of Bofton ; a fleet and
army were {ent to intimiidate and diftrefs the
inhabitants, till, by the pure dintof compulfion,
like beafts and not like men, they fhould give
what they were not fuffered to refufe. They
feemed to wince under the yoke ; you then cut
ot their fithery, and left farvation thould make
them more refraltory, you {nt more troops.
_All America had been complaining, therefore
1t was refolved that all America thould be re-
duced to a perfect ftate of {lavery. Their char-
ters were to be abolithed, and thev were to be
held by military teaure. Such was your nlan.

‘I'he
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The colonies were to be attacked by fea and
land ;5 fhips of war, regular troops, and {laves
were to deftroy them on the {ca coaft, while
the Canadians and {avages were to affail them
with fire and {word from the wildernefs. Ne-
ver was any devoted people vifited, or hike to
be vifited, by fuch a group of calamities, until
cruelty became honoumhlc, until tyranny was
hcrt:{h_d mto a regular {yftem. Does any mi-
mPLr or mlmﬁuml man deny the Lh’lrgCP
Does he difpute any part of this plan? J.et
him review gencral Carleton’s laft commitiion
vour l.ordfhip has already {een 1t once too of-
ten. ltor what purpole was he authorized to
arm the Canadians, and thein to march into
any other of the plantations, and his Maj-{tv’s
rebellious {ubjects there to attack, and, /y
(God’s help, thene to defoat and put 1o decil. |
For what purp()ﬁ did Guy Jnhnf}m deliver
Llack belts to all the Indian tribes 1in his dil-
trict, and perfuade them to Iift up the hatchet
againft the white people 1 the colonies s “Ihe
Connlefa 1S F()ﬁt i.d of thole verv war belis
thev have a copyv of governor Carlcton’s com-
mii{ion : they huve lm”’f‘ {ince been pm’lLﬂLd ot
the whoic pl’m What could they do i this
dreadful dilemima s Thev malt cither deirver
themielves up to gene ol carnzpe, or try to
avert the mmpending fivoke © the Intier was
moit detirable ; but how was 1t to br dane?

h.,.

(\‘f_‘lii}nlv Ot l)\r? EH'"}IH'T (1 fl](—* L‘{L‘J}‘:}\ (. “] rl*:u
Fiiaillis X Ol i ()! (]p]l ) 0L ]d AJLI\L ETTL{_,;;} H{_E,
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Albany, and the Indians had firuck the fron-
tiers, and deftroyed eight or ten thoufand wo-
imen and children: that would have been aét-
Ing in felf-defence to {fome purpofe. Is an In-
dian war to be averted by fuch mcans? Is a
fronticer of 1200 miles to be conftantly guarded
by a line of troops ? It is not poflible! "'I'he con-
grels had more {enfe than to attempt 1t.  The
{word of governor Carleton was pointed at
their bofom ; they endeavoured to ruth in and
difarm him. By that expedition, their hope
was, that they fhould protect their frontiers
againft the nroads of the {avages, by taking
pofleflion of the great avenues into their coun-
try ; that they thould take the {ftores alfo which
are neceflary to an Indian war, and thus gain
the friendfhip of the Indians. Surely thefe were
mealures which arofc from the very idea of {clf-
defence ; they were mcafures that pure necel-
fitr- had forced upon the congrels: for that
reafon they were not adopted till it was too
late in the {cafon; thev were alterwards pur-
fued with that {pecies of ardour which {cldom
ariles but in a {iate of defperation,

[t {cems to be a matter of no confequence, in
your Lord{hip’s opinion, who was the aggreflor
at the beginning of this difpute, ¢ We are in
‘“ blood ftep’d m 1 far, we muft goon”—
“ unlefs awe L1l tlhewm they ol il ns” You
have not been uied to rexfon thus in cufes of lefs
importance.  Suppole a hiehwayman  {hould
demand vour lLerdthip’s purfe, and, beine
armed, vou fhould refufc to deliver, 1s he not
at liberty to confider whether e has a clear

i right
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right to your cafth, much lefs to your life alfo?
Would 1t not be kind in him to put about
his horfe and ride oft 7 That would be contra-
ry to your [.ordthip’s plan; he fhould kill
vou, left, while he ftayed to inforce his de-
mand, you might chance to kill him. The
cafes are pefeétly fimilar; you have attempted
to tax the Americans ; thcy {ay you have no
right to demand their money. Your demand
15 followed by threats, it 1s aggravated by re-
peated injuries. TheAmerican draws hisiword,
he would die rather than {ubmt to the dan-
gerous claim. What s to be donef Shall we
enquirc who was firft 1n the wrong ¢ Had we
a clear right to tax the Americans ¢ Had they
loft orforfeited their ancient privilege of taxing
themielves ! Is our claim founded on the na-
tural rights of mankind ? Is 1t {upported by
ufuge r T'he cafe 1s difputed ; 1t may be doubt-
ful. i{ad we not beit withdraw our troops;
by which means we fhall prelerve the com-
merce and fubjection of America, we fhall {ave
thoufunds from death, and mullions from ruin.
Y our Lordihip favs, INo: we have begun the
diipute, and juft or unjuft, we are bound to
perfevere. \We have eretled the Kubweon s let
us now crofs the Red Sea s let us wade in bjor:d.
In fuch a caute, my Tlord, and with {uch prin-
Clp]...,\ VOu may take the ficld againlt the Ame-
ricans, but heaven will not be nunbered among
your allies.

W ithout purfuing the difagreeable tafk of
making further remarks on your l.ordihip’s
arguments, 1 am to beg your attention while

I take
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I take a fhort view of what has already been
effected by the American controverly, and
hazard a few conjeftures concerning its pro-
gre{s thev {hall be conjettures founded on
{ome mformatlon which I prefume you have

not received.  After all the evidence that bas
been adduced on this {ubjet, I am certainly
juftified 1o faymg, that your repeated endea-
vours to tax the Americans without their con-
fent, has been the {ole caufe of the prelent war.
To repell that tax and the cruel means of cn-
forcing 1t, they have taken uparms. You fay
the tax was trifling, too {mall a caufe to pro-
duce {uch great ctle¢ts—you never intended
to opprefs the Americans—you expected no
great {upplics from them—your chict object
was to eftablith the authorlty of Parliament.

The Americans have no confidence in {uch
declarations ;3 if the tax was too {mall for them
to refift, it was alfo too {mall for you to claim
at {o great an expence s the more zealous you
have been 1n proiecuting that meafure, the
more cogent was the l)r()of that your {mall
tax would foon become a girievous burden. Tt
was not to be {uppofed that for a mere bubble,

for the name of power which vou had no in-
tention to exercife, you {hould perfevere, year
after year, to harrafs your fcllow {ubjecis at the
expence of miilions, lofs of much trade and ha-
zard of the empire. Lt us {peak it out. The
Amecricans fav there 1s {uch an oppoittion be-
tween vour words and aétions that you are
not to be trufted : they have experienced {uch
awant ot candor and want of humunity In

| DI the
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the whole of veur condu@, that they would
brav the calamitics of a civi] war, and every
other danger, rather than put th.miclves,in the
power of fuch men. Of your wantof candor
and want of faith tihe Americans relate many
inftances, 1 thall repeat two or three of them.
When the inhabitants of Bolion were threatned
with fimine during the lafl fummer, General
G :ge promifed that he would give them per-
m:{lion to leave the town, with all their g00ds
and effefts, it they would confent to difarm ;
they accepted the terms, and delivered their
arms into the General’s poflcflion ;s his fears
were then at an ¢nd, and he thought no lon-
ger of keeping his promife; a few of the mha-
bitants only were {uffcred to remove with their
effe@ls, to {ave appearances ; a tew more were
next permitted to remove without their etffelts ;
the reft, being three-fourths of all the inhabi-
tants, werenot {ufiered to ftiron any terms; the
(eneral knew that the day might come, when
their goods would prove valnable plunder.
Qyz'éf donini facient, audent cum ralia fures ?

Bv {upporting the General 1 this {ingle act of
perfidy, you give the moft mvincible proof
that you do not wifh for peace with America,
You tell us, indeed, that you defire peace, but
you caanot treat with rebels ; the Americans
are 1n arms; till thev difarm you will not hear
them. Do you {erioufly think they will dif-
arm, after {fuch a breach of faith, while your
armies are among them ¢ If theyv thould, you
may, with great propriety, call them fools as
well as cowards.

During
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During the laft winter you exhibited a dif-
ferent kind of proof that you are not to be
trufted. On the 2oth of February, Lord
North moved the following refolution mn the
IHoufe of Commons, viz. ¢ Thatas {oon as
¢« the legiflative body of any province fhall
« make provifion for contributing their pro-
“¢ portion to the common defence, and (hall
¢« engage to provide for the {fupport of civil
¢« sovernment in that province ; if {uch pro-
¢« vifion fthall be approved by his Majefty n
¢« PParhiament, {o long as it {thall be made, 1t
““ may be proper for Parliainent to forbear to
¢“ levy any duty or tax, or to impofe any fur-
‘¢ ther tax or duty on {uch province, except
““ for the regulation of commerce.” This
wascalled a plan of rcconciliation, and firange
as 1t may {eem, the very apprehenfion of peace
was like to produce great diforder; his Lord-
fhip was delerted for fome time by the houf-
hold troops, nor did they return to the ftand-
ard, till they were fully convinced, by a faithful
leader, thatthe motion might be {fo conftruc.l
as to mean nothmg., With this {alvo they
fuffered 1t to pafs. In their view it was vov
ct preterea miful. It was a bubble, by which
they might amufe this nation ; and 1t was a
trap, in which they might catch the fimple
Americans.  Left the Amecricans fthould not
emorace this plan with {ufficient eagernefs,
great care was taken to explain it as a vaft
concellion n their favour. We were taught
to believe that whatever fums the American
aflemblies might now offer, if their propofal

fthou'ld
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fhould be approved by Parliament, thofe
fums were to {tand in the place of taxes impofed
by Parliament, and as long as they thould be
paid, no farther taxes were to be impofed. In
a few words, their granting thofe fums at the
requifition of Parliament, to be approved of by
1t, was to be confidered as a good {ecurity for
the dignity of that body. and future {upplics
were to be voted by the Americans alone. To
view this plan mn the moft favourable lizht,
very hittle could be {aid in1ts defence. 1t was
to {upport the 1maginary dignity of Parlia-
ment, by degrading our brethren ; 1t was to
require the Americans to {ubmit to one aét of
tyranny, in hopes of being {uffered afterwards
to enjoy freedom. But the Americans viewed
the concihatory plan in a ight {till more unfa-
vourable; they had received early information
of the manner 1 which it was treated by the
friends of the court. They faw, indeed, that 1t
had been Juffered ta pals, but they were con-
vinced that 1t was not honeltly intended, that it
could net come to good.  T'he refult has ju-
ftified their apprehenfions.  T'he aflembly of
Nova Scotia were pleafed to make an experi-
ment on the above plan ;5 they oflered his Ma-
jelty a certain duty, ad wvalorem, on goods
imported into that province, and prayed that 1t
might be accepted.  On the 29th of Novem-
ber, {undrv refolutions were reported to the
Houfe of Commons on the {ubject of their pe-
tition ; thele refolutions were to be the foun-
dation of a bill which was then ordered; by
which a conftitution was in {ome mealure to

be
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be fixed for the province of Nova Scotia ;
and through 1t a fample and fecurity wasto be
given to the other provinces, of what they
were to expect. This was dangerous ground ;
for vou was compelled on this occafon, a little
before your time, to unmafk. An honoura-
ble member, Sir George Yonge, 1 think 1t
was, 1n order to prevent ambiguity n the No-
va Scotia bill, propofed the following relolu-
tion, 1n addition to thofc brought in by admini-
{tration. ¢ Whenever the exigences of {tate
¢“ fhall require further {upplics from the proc-
“ vince of Nova Scotia, {uch requifitions fhall

be made as have formerly been prattifed 1n

North America.”

A motion more unfeafonable for adminiftra-
tion could not have been offered. It never had
been the deﬁgn of government to make a {in-
gle conceflion in favour of the Americans, nor
to give them {ecurity for preferving a fingle vel-
tige of their property. Embarrafled as minifters
might be, by {peaking out, it now became necel-
{fary. They could not adopt the propotition; the
unfortunate bill was {imothered 1 1ts birth.
‘I'he refolution of taxing America from tiune
to time and as often as cath may be wanted 1s
now publicly avowed. A very courtly wri-
ter has been pkaﬁ_d to ﬁlppo{c that the LO]U-—-
nies would be quite emarn cipated, 1f neither
MODE of raiftr o tavxes nor the QUANTUM 15 1O
be left i the power of Parliament.™ By fuch

“ Rashes of Great Brtain arferted, p. sy,

h :fp
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help let us {olve the refolution of laft year,
and 1t will be found to contain a prodigious
favour. It may be thus abridped. If the
Americans fhall offer certain contributions to
be approved by Parliament, while they con-
tinue to pay them, no tax fhall be 1mpofed
by Parliament; 7. e. 1f the Americans fhall
vote and faithfully pay every {um that Parlia-
ment defires, and as often as {fuch {uns are
called for, Parlhhlament will be {fo good as not
to infift upon {ums that it does not defire. 1f
thefe, and {uch other proofs of infincerity and
want of faith, had not been {ufficient to deter
the Americans from trufting your promifes,
or putting themfelves in your power, the proofs
you have lately given of cruelty are of fo dark
a {tain, that every trace of confidence 15 blot-
ted out. 1t 1s both inftruétive and curious to
oblerve the progrefs of cruelty, to note by
what fteps of ealy tranfition the human mind
once plunged into vice, may wade and {wiun
onward, till 1t attains the very aby{s of wicked-
nefs.

‘T'o thut up the port of Bofiton, and diftrefs.
perhaps deftroy, twenty orthirty thoufand pco-
ple ; to injure them to the certain amount of
three or four hundred thoufand pounds, 1n
order to repay the lois ot {even or cight thou-
fand pounds the lofs {i1il unrc,p'nd was a
wanton aét of fruitlefs barbarity. T o refiramn
the American trade, and cut oft the fithery of
the northern provinces, for the very purpele
of deitroymg the mhabitants by nakednels and

hunger, was no mconfiderable flep in the {atal
< Pro-
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progreflion of cruelty. Y our nuxt project, of
turning the Indians upon the mnocent defence-
lefs frontiers, was certainly the projet of a
mind well tramed 1n vice. It s well known
that the American Indians make war, not ag.anfit
{tockades and forts 3 they feidom moleit f01-

1
%

diers or armed men, themr hatehets are {2
with the blood of women and children onty .
To {ee 1209 miles of a frontier, whol» 1ila-
bitants are poor and thinly planted, who are far
removed from the {¢ne of }:()iit}u, oy Nave
never oftended govenment; to fee thoem -
poled to the mghtly incurfions of a fuvase ene-
my, the paths crowded vwath thoulands cf thofc
wretched people, fiving to diftant towns for
thelter, winde the face of beaven 1s durkened
by the finoke of therr delerted cottag es—per-
Laps the fip bt mrght clhear the heart of w Britith
chicf jultice, to cverv other perlon the very
idea 1 ternibles "Fhe laft ttep 1 (hadl mention
in this progicels of crucity 1s the maftacr - rhat
was lately artemipted i the foutnern pros inces.
dhis isa {tep that dedies all precedents. No-
thiny Like 1t has ever been pract {ed by any
other fiate. Tord Dunmore s ordorad to pro-
claim freedom to flaves who belong to rebds,
"The flaves are to be the judges, and, ftupid as
they arve, they muft {foen difcover thar thar
maiters are rebels to a man. It mult follow
taat the {laves arc all free. ITow {hall they
Gbtamn then hberty ¢ There 15 but one me-
thod ; they underfland it perfectly—they niult
cut thair analters throstss. This method of
obtaiming freedoin huas often been attempted by

I {laves
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{laves when they were not encouraged or pro.-
tected by any of his Majefty’s reprefentatives.
In fome parts of Virginia and Carolina, there
are four {laves to one white perfon ; m thofe
places a general maflacre might {cem very
practicable. It the flaves had embraccd the
meafure {o clearly pointed out by the gover-
nor ;* 1f they had fixed on fome faral night for
ﬂlakmg oft the authority of rebels, and [pee-
dily reducing the colony to a proter [enfe of
their duty, with the next day’s {un fLord 1Jun-
more m]ght have received the joyful tidings
that the Virginians were a'l dead; What a
glortcus achlevement! Two or three hun-
drcd thoufand men, women, and children,
butchcered i one night.  This would have
been a ftroke worthy a favorite governor: 1t
would have been a {cene that Pluto himfelf
mlgjht have viewed with pleature ; to ]efferles
it woit'd have been the object of envy. 1-
Such, my ILord, are the outlines of mini-
fterial condu& towtlrjs our unhappv feliow
{fubjccts 1 North America, fuch have ben

— - = i el —— e eg——— w —————

< See T.ord Dunmore’s proclamation.---¢* And I do
¢“ hereby further declare all indented fervants, INE-
¢ GROES, and orhcn appertanung to rebels, FPREE, that
€ arc '1[)16 and willing to bear arms, they ; mnn*nﬁ* his. Ma-
“ jeftv’s troops as foon as may be, for z‘}ﬂ moye [pectly re-

““ ducing this colony to a proper [or /c of thewr duty to his
¢« Majefty’s crown and dignity.

+ Ior the mere atrempt Lord Dunmore {cems to have
becen rewarded by a fecat in the houfc of Peers.  Jefferies,

for his 1) 1uody campaign in the weft, was made lord hw"h
chancellor of fngland

the
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the true caufes of their taking up arms, and
fuch are the reafons why vou may be aflured
thev will never difarm, while the Britith coun-
cil< are dire&ted by the authors of {o much 1njui-
tice and cruelty. In the mean time, though
I amm confident that [ have pointed out the true
fource of the prefent civil war America, 1
beo it may be noted, that T {hall not take the
future conduét of the Americans for any proof
of thewr original intention ; on the contrary,
as tiveir tcmpm and Conclu& muit cver be
formued and regulated by the treatment they
reccive, I firmly believe that they are already
fo far alienat.d, and their indignation {o per-
tectly roufed by the late meafures of govera-
ment, that vou are m a fair wway to Jofe them
for ever. Yceuare pleafed to {fuppofe that the
Amcricans bave long {fought for a {tate of in-
dvpendence, but thev may becompelled by vigo-
rous meafures to {fubmit to your dliup‘lne . On
the other hand, T am fully perfuaded that the
defire of II‘J(,LPL‘K‘CI]LC was foragn from theorr
hearts, but vour vivorous mealures will drive
tsem to that ro fuge and will, if contimued,

compel them to remuin an mmdependent ftate.
T hvs, Bowever, 13 an opinion m winch have
the mo, Sorta AN t() ditler from vVour f.or ”HE),

and mav continuve to differ, till heaven has Leen
})]Lfl L d o refiore or def roy s cmml In
the meon while you will give the r\mcrm 18
]L SANE Inft_‘y T 1at /H /x( I, [/zc [.,0!(/ /Z(? /z /:thj J
Focie.  From the beoo g of this dipue
the {piric of wifdomn lm-, fmmknn your coun-

cils, you huve been dif m)pomt(d 1every mea-
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fure, while {uccecls has generally atiended the
{1 ;S ¢fthe Americans, Fromthefe pld Qef-“the

vt U”\ C()tldnuc l].dtl)l‘”\ 1dtnt€ 1~ 11 th(" )

111 ¢ 1 Je v (m Tlcth““ 1 ifm‘llnS—T ]Ine th lf-
tians nor shilotephers, dut like children at play,

are pl:*:*i?:i e 4 pole, thuat you (hall wwun 10/7
..) Ol Lf vou fofe i/l You hone noamit ev-
rowns of heaven for cer-

all profper o vour -
"';L‘."(_‘;. _.'.1 Y H(, trme of pnirﬂff the Bolton
- U0, wehich was thie et un wequivocal adt
’:1*1.::1' ;. .};{;'ii‘:“tix:d in thf: \'CI‘_}' {k I"L m)f dc.,mf:lm
AR SRR f!'():"‘:“: tirat 'p“r'l::‘*d the VOry cle-
SETIETE DU NN 1 [ted 1 deleating vour {cho mes.
LT s to vour gencrals h-xk ¢ Leen long
' ¢cothe Amerioans hive reconved
ek arrelieence 5 vour {oldiers, who were
deitined to {hed bload, have been detuined by
adveris winds 3 vour LD e LoD {uuuv
buid-tod by the itonmn o miore of vour rani-
por:s b treons oo boen lott, from the be-
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the chapter of accidents, while the Amecrican
takes 1t for the favour of QOinnipotence, on
which he refts, 1n ture and certain hope of a
olorious clcape from the hand of oppreflion.
b.ct us, however, view this {ubje€t in another
Jinht 5 let us {uppole that fuccels fhould, on
{ome cccafions, attend vour armns, {till the pro-
{pc&t of cenquering the Americans muft be very
diftant.  There are many nftances on record,
of Pt upfc C(mta*nding to1 !tbcrty ; if there had
been none bofides thcle of the Swifs cantons
and [DJutch united previneess, they muft have
tiwucht vs that the battle 15 not always to
the ftrone. 1 think there never has been an
mitmcee of peonle beng {ubdued, who tought
i fuch a caute as now mfpires the Americauns,
with fuch numbers and {och advantages on
their fide. Y ou mean to rilque all on a def-
perate cifort. 1 vou could gain a victory or
tvoo, and advance a fow miles ito the country,
vou are taveht to believe that all would bee
fale.  Stranvce os 1t mav {eam, 1 thall venture
to fay, thata Little fuccels mutt prove a dange-
rous thing to this nauon.  \While defolatio n
and the rage of war has not involved the who'e
continent, the breach might &till be healed, if
healiny meafures thould be attempted.  VWhen
vou have routed {ome of their armices, defiroved
the:r chicf citier, and laid wale part of their
coun'ry, the wound mav have gone too deep,
the dife e mav b puaft cure. I'he time muay
{foon come when reat Drivain, of all the M-
toane {tetes i Fourope, thall have the fimallelt
wnce of bemng allied to North America. In-

3 juries

L
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e

juries that are done by the hand of a kinfman
are not {oon forgotten.  If Great Britun,
prefluming on the allegorical nime of a parent,
will treat the Amedricans as children and in-
feriors, 1t 1s high tume thiit the Americans were
aflociated with a fificr inttead of a parent ftate.
1f the fame wildom which lately induced the
French monarch to grant an arret for re-eita-
blifhing the edict of Nants, in a particular in-
ftance, and granting hberty of conicience to a
proteftant {ubjec, fhould continue to prefide
1n his councils, that kingdom muft {foon flou-
rith 3 and 1t the Americans thould proceed no
further, t! ey may at fealt fay of linoland and
France, with the Tvrian queen,

g-:'"OJ J_)}J!Nz’”{C’ 7 4/3 7:21;. 0 [17216')‘1;)2!;"’8 (?’76’??’2/}’

Much pains has been taken to mnvolve the
prefent difpote i durknels, and conceal the
danger that hes in the vead, as theugh it xvas
bodt that we (hould die by on anodvne, W
re to'd that netther Franece nor qpun W IH af-
11t the Americans, << \A1] France,” fvs a
courtrer,® <« in the prefent fiate of hor financ. s
¢ in\'o]\‘e herfelt 1 a rumous war? AWl
X Spﬁn cive her afliftance to ratfe an inde-
< pondert empive o Amcenca ! MWhlt the en-
Coconurage Dor 0w American ﬁ:l;j ts to rife
<« doamit her authority 17 Nethmyr can be
more deceitiul than {fuch reafonise. The
French certainlyv have no colonies that can

- _ - _— g~ rebig el it

» Rights of Great Dritain aflericy, p. Go.
dream
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dreom of lwcnm'in(r indepen.lent s m-dneis it-
fo1f could 1o tem- t tirem to think of 1t. The
Spaniard., 1 ‘wed, bave vaft pefieiions In
America © but whrev.r toe n't':.l'c'u, o ht at-
tempt, the {m 1l T nifh colontes, that are
{tattercd over the fwce of a orcat countrv,
will hardly think of a revolt: thev {fhould ra-
ther be confidered as {o many fi&ories p1nn*cd
by Spain in thofe golden regions, than as a
«_omoa& body of men, who might ever at-
tempt to form a fepar ’lt"‘ empire. T'here are
re'l{ons, however, winchh mav prevent [France
and \pam from viewing this umtrO\ erly with
:m eve of perfet nentrahity; their fafety and
commercial intereft are at ”ml c, they are blind
to neither. Great Britaun and her colonies,
uniied as they have been by the cords of inte-
reft and mutual atfection, n‘:ui’t forn have ke-
come a dangerous nuighbour, "The Hleets of Bri-
tain, and the armies of Nerth America would
have left I'rance and S pun NGO ()H cr {ceurity tor
therr {uoar dlands, or their p::::-i cihons on the
{suthern continent, than the {a h OFf treatie;

or prio. 1ty of clutim—feeble tenuy vhen the
lonoeft fword is wantng.  On thr: mncr Do,
thould the colomies hnliv {hako O’E?f‘ll]f."il‘ 190
with Britain, nathor 1rmne nor Sprin ool
hiove nuy thine to feartiem coh v Grear Bl
tain, doeorived or bercolony traL, ot deorived,

as the {con \x'fm'fi el OF h“ \ r'w‘:uund!dnd

frfhery, mult coote to e tommardable ot doa, and
the uv!uniw Ao, I LU repubiicit torm

which thev are now ii!-;'f_ to adhm ¢, howwoyeor

unanimeus ard {formidueble in thar common
defence.
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defence, would hardly fhew the {ame union
or {pwit i ofienfive meafures. The com-
mercial intereits of France and Spain {cem
a2lto to mark the mdcpuldem“ of North Ame-
rica a wnobjedl of great U]]pOi‘taﬂC(’, In that
couniry, IFrance will ind a prodigicus vent
for her fitks and velvets. \Vmc ai{o, 1un-
ported as it may be without the prelent bur-
dens, will come to an excellont market m a
country where 1t 15 nct made, though the na-
ture of the climate requires a copious ule of it.
I'or thele, end othtr manufactures of thole
Kinedoms, the Americans will make remit-
tances in rice, tobacco, flour, naval {tores, and
the other natural produce of ther Countz',
‘T'he expence and trouble of a circuitous trac
will then be prevented, and a dirett intercouril:
be eftabithed between {tates whofe mutual
wants {feem to pomntout a friendly intercourie.
It would be tedious to delcribe the advantages
which the French fugar iflands muft derive
from the independence of the Britifh colonices.
It Great Britain, after this revolt, fhould re-
tamn her {ugar ilands, the muft do it undeor
prodigious dlﬁdv.-,nlt’m s, by which the price of
her {fugars muft rife at leaft 30 per cent 3 hence
the I'rench fugar would come to a better mar-
ket mn Furope, and the Americans would buy
rnone clfe. If the {ugar flands {hould fall oit
with the other (,Olf)l]lLS, the African trade and
other circumitances confidered, France mult be
an equal gainer by your misiortune. Ilav-
g mentioned the general arguments which
may induce the mantume ftates to wifh well to
America
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A merica rather than Great Britain, in the pre-
{fent difpute, I fhall not be charged with rafh-
nefs, in {faying that their altions may {oon give
language to their wifhes. By a reafonable {up-
ply of military ftores and {undry manufaétures
they may {oon deferve that friend(hip which
you have loft by oppreflion. The want ot
formal ambafladors will hardly prevent the
Americans from receiving the afliftance of fo-
reign ftates: ambafladors are not requifite to
point out the anoft obvious truths, treaties are
not requifite to engage men to purfue their
smnutual interefts. However this may be, whe-
ther the Americans may receive the {malleft
afliftance from other ftates, {uch ideas have
they formed of the defpotic and eruel temper
of thole men who now dire€t his Majefty’s
councils ; fuch ideas have they of that flavery,
worle than death, which is prepared for them
fhould they ever truft in vour mercy, that
they are fully determined never to confide in
vour promifes, nor fheath the {fword while you
arc in the field.  Your Lord(hip may pofliblv
be furprifed when I {ay that the Americans will
not even {fubmit te vour armies though victory
thould declare on your fide : but I {ay it on
the knowledge of fome fuéts to which vou
may not have attended ; from {fome intelligence
which I prefume you have not received. Have
vou confidered that a very {mall part of A mec-
1s yet cultivated. About an hundred miles
erm the fea coaft there 1s a vafl ridge of moun-
tams which few people have yet crofled, fov
they would not be too far feparated from the

@, parent
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parent {tate ; beyond thofe mountains is a coun-
try of prodigious extent, more fertile than what
has yct been cultivated, healthy, pleafant,
abounding 1in minerals, and fit for producing
every thing that 1s grateful to the tafte. Hi-
ther the Americans will retreat, hither more
than a million of them are determined to re-
treat in the laft extremity. No aéts of Par-
hhament can hinder the {un from fhining, or
heaven from fhedding 1ts dewupon them. They
will f rm a league with the Indians and wild
beafts, who are lefs cruel and lefs dangerous
than you; 1n a few years they will become a
formidable republic. "T'hat very herd of crouch-
g {laves who may remain on their prefent
poﬂeihons muit forever hate you with a {in-
cerc hatred ; they wufl, as your friend J—nk—n
has exprefled himiclt, be governed as the Ro-
wans ufed to governtherr provwfes by a fland-
ing army. Your mercenarics muft be {cattered
threugp h ev ery part of theold provinces? Upon
thefe the confederated A mericans will pourdown
like {fo many bands of Scythians or Taitars.
How long will your provinces be worth keep-
mg on fuch terms  How long will you be able
to l\ccp them ¢ Have the French no account to
fettle with Dritain? Have they torgot what
they owe to national honourr Is Great Bri-
tain ke a polypusr Can the remain whole after
her Innbs are cut oft? Can fhe retain her naval
firength when the employment ceafes for halt
of her thivping ? Will fhebe u imnartchfor Frarnce,
when the colonies are threwn into the other
{cale ? 'The Americans, you know, ar¢ already

3 Lec me
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become dextrous 1n the manufafture of fira-
arms and gunpowder ; thefe arts, with {ucl, us
they formerly poﬁcﬁed muft render them per-
fetly independent : but thefe people whll prof-
per by the very effort of your cruelty. You
are NOw fr’ndmcr manufadturers among them
of every kind, from Great Dritain and Geoer-
many, in the glrb of {foldiers. Do voubelicve
that mercenaries will prefer vour ntercit to
their own ? \Will they tr udge and {weat un-
der a brown mufket and knaplack, or {tand n
a trench to be thot at {or a farthing an hour,
rather than defert from vour fervice, when they
may follow their refpc&tive trades, and enjoy
affluence and cafe 1n a pleafing hofpitable coun-
try ? Thele, however, are circumftances that
have only been mentioned by the wav, as thev
may chance to accelerate the fate of the prefent
war ;3 not that the Americans have placed the
leaft dependence on {uch awids. Dy their na-
tive {trength and refources they will tind {uf-
ficient emplovment for your troops. till a fo-
reign war, or fome other fortunate ev ent, {hall
refcue thtm from vour hands.  \While wvon
are pleafed to cut oft their trade, and reduce
them to the condition of Aloerines, they may
pofliblv invent {fome other amu(a ment for yOtir
(htp of war than ﬁm‘mw‘ "HL Or bmnmg
defenceicfs town: 1 your irad o "]ﬁpz mav d.-
mand therr afliftance 5 the difireds of your fu-

oar-tflands mav alfo be felt by more ne()pk th’m
\K cit-India planters. The decreafe of trade

and increafle of taxes - ; the lofs of vour armies,
~and other calamities which ha ne over this na-

(.,7 — tl ().1s
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tion, will prefently teach the people at large to
cxecrate the men who have plunged them n
agbt, under the pretence of gaining a revenue ;
who have degraded them in the eyes of all Eu-
rope, while they afleted to {ecure the dignity
of Parliament.

Your Lordlhip will do me the juftice to
believe, that 1 have not troubled you with this
letter, from the vain apprehenfion that it was
i my power to fay any thing that mght tend
to alter your opinton, or rather your conduét
refpecting the Americans; wherever the weight
of argument or of truth may lie, your Lord-
{hip muft be confiftent. We have lang f{ince
been told, by an 1nfect of power, that ¢ De-
[enda eft Carthago,” the Americans muft be
cxtirpated. They breathe the {pirit of liberty
with too much freedom; and though the larger
creatures of power, who are better taught and
better trained, may {peak their fentiments with
morc referve, there 1s not the leaft reafon to
doubt whethier you are all of one mind. My

only attempt bas been to {ftate the condu& of

our American brethren in 1ts proper hight,
before the unprejudiced, uncorrupted part ot
this nation; and to refcue them from the charge
of an intratable, rebellious temper, with which
your I_ordfhip and your friends have been
pleafed to load them.

It appears, unlefs } am greatly miftaken, from
the evidence that has been produced, compared
with other notorious tacts, that the Americans
have conftantly been {ome of his Majefty’s moft
aflcCtionate and moit loyal {ubjeéts. They have

| loved

-
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joved Great Britain with the utmoft fincerity ;
they have wifthed, and to this hour they con-
tinue to wifh, that their union with her may
be perpetual.  While they were required and
permitted, like free men, to contribute to t}_)e
public expences, In men or in money, they did
it chearfully ; but the very firft explicit at-
tempt to deprive them of that freedom, pro-
duced difcontent and univer{al complaints. T'bhe
nation was foon afterwards blefled with a fet
of minifters who could liften to the cries of
humanity and juftice ; a public calamity was
averted; it was delaved, hut not prevented ; for
a change of minifters produced a lecond at-
tempt to tax the Americans, and they exhibited
new proofs of univerfal difcontent. They
complained, they befieged the throne with their
petitions, they did every thing that can be
done by loyal {ubje&ts who have the musfor-
tune to be opprefled. Their prayers were not
heard; in vain did they appeal to former proofs
of Iiberality and zeal; in vain did they pray
that they might not be degraded below the
rank of his Majefty’s other {ubjects in Britain
or Ireland; that they might be permitted to
judge of their own abilities and difpole of their
own property ; that they might be governed
as they had been for near two hundred years:
but times were changed; inftead of liftening to
their reafonings or complaints, new grievances
were added ; a flect and army was al{o {ent to
reafon them into fubmiflion. This argument
was not conclufive, for the Americans al{o
appealed to the {word : they would rather
perith than {ubmit to thole scww Jemands.

Such
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Such are the fteps by which a civil war has been
kindled in America. To a {editious temper,

or any defire of 1ndependence, we are not to
look for the origin cf this'calamity ; a more
cogent reafon {tares us i the face. Heis a
bad philotopher—he 15 a bad politician, or a
difhoneft man, who {ceks for two caufes when
one 15 fufficient to produu: the effet. The
whole boady of the Americans have frequently
{aid m general conp'rcfs, thst the exercife of
taxation, and the injuries which arofe from that
{ource, are the {ole caule of their refiftance.
"They declare that they do not wifh to become
independent. ‘The {everal provmces declare
the fame thing, and the individuals in thofe
provinces, in all their harangues, and in all
their writings, declare that they covet nothing
more ardently than a perpetual union with the
parent ftate.  Againft this group of evidence,
againit this full demonftration of the true
caufes of the prefent {ocial war, the enemies
of America, and perhaps I may {ay the ene-
mies of Great Britain, are plealed to {et up
their {imple afierttion. In the caufe of op-
preflion, 1n the laft {cene of a gloomy trage-
dy, m their attempt to diftrels or extirpate
the inhabitants of a great country, they {ui-
pect that a generous n'mon will not follow
them ;5 hence they have recourfe to fi¢tion and
fraud ; thev would conceal the true caufe of the
war, and {ubfiitute one that never exifted.
This modern bafclels fabrick 1s like the hedg-
ing of a gambler; 1t is a ftory that may be

converted to any ufe : at prefent it {erves to
inflame
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inflame the nation, and engage them heartily
in a civil war, 1n order to deftroy or crufh
the Americans. This is doubtlefs the great
objeét of the minifter, but as the {uccefs of
thefe meafures 1s not ablolutely certain, while
it 1s very certain that the Americans, 1f they
have prudence or {pirit, muft {foon be driven
by thele meafures to a {tate of independence,
that they may the better be able to defend their
liberties and lives, and as {uch a fitep may ter-
minate i1n the abfolute lofs of that country,
the minifiry are prepared for that event—they
have foretold 1t, and the ruin of this kingdom
will appear to be nothing more than a proof
of their {agacity. The men who are now la-
bouring with admirable {uccels to diflolve
the union between Great Britain and her co-
lonies, will prefently aflume great merit in
having difcovered that the Americans were
ripe for a revolt.

F 1 N I S.



