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T H E .
AMERICAN MAGAZINE,
For DE CE M B E R, 1787.

" INTRODUCTION. -

“HE Editor of the American
'I Magazine prefents the Com-
pliments of theSealon to his readess,
and wilhes ‘them all the blefings
they wifh'for themfelves. He begs
leave, on the aufpiciovs opering of
the year 1788, to ufher into ‘the
world a Neaw Publication, which he
defigns to continue, as long as it
fhall be profitable to himfelf, or en-
taining to his countrymen, He
thinks it unneceflary to trouble his
reatlers with an enumeration of the
benecvolent motives which prempted
him to this undertaking ; for what-
ever he may fay in his szvn favor,
mankind will ftill have their own
opinions of the Editor’s views, To
this he has not a fingle objeétion ;
whilehe is confcious that among
feveral motives which aftuate him
ou this occafion, there is not a bad
one. g

The plan of this Work is com-
prehenfive, and great pains will be
taken to render 1t in the execution
beth ufeful and amufing,

The Editor is detetmiaed to col-
le&t as many orginal Eflays as potli-
ble; and particularly fuch as relate
ta this'Sountry, and contain ufeiul
and curious difcoverics in the hif-
tory, or geography of America, or
Ingenious remarks upon. the {cience
of Government, and the peculiar
inftitutior.s and cuttoms of the peo-
ple, in the different States. For
thefe purpofes the Editor has fui-

nifhed himfelf with many mater.
ials ; and‘lie willacknowledge him-
felf indebred for valuable commu-
nicdtions both from Societies and
individuals, ’

The moft interefting Eflays upon
every fubjeét, will be extraéted
from the lateft periodical publicazs
tions, both in Great-Britain and
France ; and frem time to time, an
abridgement of the Englifh Reviews
of new and ufeful publi. ations will
be inferted.

It is the Editoi’s wiih to gratify
every cldfs of readers—the Divine,
the Philofopher, the Hiftorian, the
Statefman, the Moralitt, the Poet,
the Merchant and the Laborerem—
and bis fair readers may be affured
that no incenfiderable pains will be
taken to furnifh themwith entertdin.
ment ; at the fame time, he flatters
himfelf that many of the Ladies,
who are the favorites of Minerva
and the Muies, will be found in the
number of his correfpondents.

The American Magaziné will be
open for every fpecies of decent and
valuable Eflays ; for fair difcuflion,
general fatire, wit and humor, and
for the produdtions of imagination.
At the fame time, the Editor will
find it neceflary toreferve to himfelf
the right of deciding on the merit
of the Effays communicated, and
the propriety of admitting them into
the work ; as pesfonal inveétive, ri.
baldry and immoral writings will|
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4 INTRODUCTTION.

form no part of the propofed felec-
tion.

‘I'he Fditor is fenfible of the ar-
duous tatk he has impofed upon
himfelf, in attem pting io pleafe the
different taltes of his readers, and
yender the publication worthy of
encouragement,  But he is deter-
mined to devote more aitention to
the work than is viual in fuch pub..
lications ; and that if it fhould fail
of fuccefs, it (hall be for fome caufe
which it is not in /is power to re-
move, The bulk of readers who
aie judges, and give reputation to
any performance, are generally can-
did.  Small faults will never con-
demn a work that is fubftantially
good ; and if great faults fhould be
jouna 1 the American Magazine, the
Editor will freeiy confent to difcon-
tinue the publication.

Ia this new world, a thoufand
fubjelts prefent themfeives for dif-
gullion, which in Euicpe, are almoit

exhaufted.  Our predile@ion for
forcign produtions, among other
caufes, has operated to difcourage
undertakinge of this kind ; but
while we allow foreign publica-
tions all their metit, it muft be con-
ceded that none of them can be
wholly calculated for this country.
Every periodical publication in
Europe, confitls of matter, moice
than half of which muft beto us
wholly uninterelting,

In z country where people gens
erally read, and where their goyern»
ments requiic them to be informed,
Magazines muit be well received,
if well condu&ted. New-York, for
its fituation and other aavantages, is
the mott cligible place for a publi-
cation of this kind ; and it is pre-
fumed, that from its relative im-
portance in the United Starcs, its
citizens will be among the firit ta
cherifh the attempt.

Neaw-¥ork, Jan. 1. 1788.

A LETTER from tle Honarable BENJAMIN LINCOLN, Esq, F. 4. 4.
to the Honorable JAMES WARREN, Esq. F. 4. 4. relating to ile

INGRAFTING of FRUIT-TREES, and tre GROUWTH of VEGE-
TABLES ; iuclfing the Obfervations of bis Friend on the GROW TH

of TREES DOWNWARDS after the firit Year,

MY DEAR SIR,
¥ TAKE this early apportunity,

agrecavle tomy promife, to en-
riole vou the lentuments of my
syricnd on gratting, the growth of
pants, trees, &c. Thefe were give
gn on a converfation which arofe
pn my mentioning, that I had ob-
jerved, for a number of years, an
apple-tree in my orchard, the na-
tuial fruitot wiich was carly, hay-
ing been grafted with a winter cy-

Hinanay, November 3, 1750,

on, producing fruit very lie in ap-
pearance ta the froit produced by
the tree whence the cyon was ta-
ken, but dJettitute of thofe qualities
inherent in that fruit, and ncceffary
to its keeping thiough the winter.
This led mc to call 1n quettion the
propricty of granting winter fruiz
on a fummer ftack, and to enquire,
whether the ftock through whicn,
I tuppoteq, the tood paficd wo the
' cron,
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Pewmiffapan, a {achem, to deftroy the
whole fettlement.  But the Eng-
lith, fulpe@ing fome mifchief, took
meafures to defend themielves, and
coming to an open rupture, they
flew Pemiflapan, with a few others
and defeated the whole plan.
Soon after this event, a fleet of
23 {ail, under the command of Sir
Francis Drake, appeared in fight,
and the admiral fent a letter to the

T O R Y,

Governor, offering him provifions,
ammunition, and a fhip to carry the
party to England, if it was theis
choice to return. After fome de.
liberations, they all determined to
return They failed in June 1586,
and arrived in Porcdmouth, on the
z7th of July, having abandoned the
idea of a fettlement in Virginia.
(To be continucd. )

E D U C A T 1

HE Education of youth is,

in all governments, an ob-
jett of the firit confequence. The
impreflions received in carly life,
ufualiy form the charaflers of in-
dividuals, a union of which forms
the genceral charaller of a nation.

The mode of Education and the
arts taught to yovth, have, in every
ration, been adapted to its parti-
cutar ftage of fociety or local cir-
cumitances.

In the martial ages of Greece,
the principal fludy of its Legifla-
toss was, to acquaint the young
men with the ufe of arms, to in-
{pire them with an undaunted cou-
rage, and to form in the hearts of
both fexes, an invincible attach-
ment to theis country,  Such was
the effet of their regulations for
thele purpoles, that the very wo-
mea of Spirta and Athens, would
reproach their own fons, for fur.
viving their companions who fell
in the field of bautle.

Among the warlike Sythians,
evely male was not only taught to
ufe arms for attack and defence
but wasobliged tofleep in the ficld,
to carry heavy bwithens and 1o
ciimb rocks and precipices, in or-
der to habituate himfelf to hard-
fhips, fatigue and davger.

el
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In Perfia, during the flourithing
reign of the great Cyrus, the edu-
cation of youth, according to Xe-
nophon, formed a principal branch
of the regulations of the empire,
The young men were divided into
claffes, each of which had fome
particular dutics to perform, for
which they were qualified by pre-
vious inftrulions ang cxercile.

While nations are in a barbarous
ftate, they have few wants, and
confequently few arts. "I'heir prin-
cipal obje@s are, defence and fub-
filtence ; the education of a favage
therefore extends little farther, than
to enable him to ufe, with dextaii-
ty, 2 bow and a tomahawk.

Buot in the progrefs of manners
and of artz, war ceales to be the
cmployment of whole nations 5 it
becomes the bufinefs of a few, who
are paid for defending their coun-
try. Artificial wants multiply the
number of occupations ; and thele
require a great diverfity in the mode
of Education, Every youth mult
be inftructed in the bufine(s by
which he is to procure fubfiflence.
Even the civilities of behavior,
in poiifhed fociety, become a fci-
ence ; a bow and a cwitefy arc
taught with as much carc and pre-
cifiun, as the clements of Mathe-
matics.
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matics. LEducation proceedsthere-
fore, by gradual advances, from
fimplicity to corruption. Its firft
obje&, among rude nations, is fafe-
ty ; itsmext, utility ; itafterwards
extends to convenience ; and a-
mong the opulent part of civilized
nations, it 1s dire&ted principally
to fhow and amufement.

In defpotic ftates, Education, like
religion 1s made fubfervicut to go-
vernment. In fome of the vaft em-
pires of Afia, children arc always
inftrufted in the occupation of
their paients 5 thus the fame arts
are always continued in the fame
families.  Such an inftitution
cramps genius, and limits the pro-
grefs of national improvement : at
the fame time, it is an almoft im-
moveable barrier againft the intro-
duflion of vice, luxury, faCtion and
changes in government.  This is
one of the principal caufes, which
have operated in combining nume-
rous miilions of the human race
under one form of government,and
preferving national tranquility for
ncredible periods “of time. The
empirc of China, whofe govern-
ment was founded on the patri-
archical difcipline, has not fuffered
arevolutionin laws, mannersor lan-
guage, for many thounfand years.

In the complicated fyitems of
government which are ‘eflablifhed
ameng the civilized nations of Eu-
rope, Bducation has lefs influence
in forming a national charaler ;
but there is no ftate, in which it
kas not an infeperable conneétion
with morals, and a confeguential
influence upon the peace and hap-
pincls of fociety.

Education is a futje&t which has
been exhauited by the ableft wri-
ters, buth among “the ancients and
moderns. I am not vain enough
to fuppofe I can fuggelt any new

T I 0 N 23

ideas upon fo trite a theme as Edu-
cation in gencral ; but perhaps the
manner of conduéting the youthin
America may be capable of fome
impiovement, Our conflitutions
of civil guverment are not yet firm-
ly eftablifhed ; our national cha-
rafter is not yet formed ; and it
is an objeét of vaft magnitude that
fyftems of Education fhould be a-
dopted and purfued, which may
not only diffufe a knowledge of the
fciences, but may implant, in the
minds of the American youth, the
principles of viitue and of liberty 3
and infpire them with juit and li-
beral ideas of government, and with
an iaviolable attachment to their
own country. It now becomes ev-
ery American to examine the modes
of Education in Europe, to fec how
far they are applicable in this coun-
try, and whether it is not pofiible
to make fome valuable alterations,
adapted to our local and political
circumftances.  Let us examine
the fubjet in two views. Fiift,
as it refpects arts and fciences. Se-
condly, as it is conpeéted with mo-
rals and government.  In each of
thele articles, let us fee what errors
may be found, and what improve-
ments fuggelted, in our prefent
prallice. :

The firft crror that I would
mention, is,a too general attention
to the dead languages, with a neg-
leét of our own.

'This pra@ice procceds probably
from the common ufe of the Greek
and Roman tongues, before the
LEnglifh was biought to perfection.
There was a long period of timey
when thefe languages were almolt
the only repofitories of {cience in
Europc. Mecn, who had a talte for
lcarning, were under a neccfiiiy of
recurring to the fources, the Greek
and Roian authors, Thefe will

ever
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ever o held in the hizhelt eitrma.
ti m both for ftyte and fentiment ;
but the mott vaiuable of the n have
Englith tranflations, which it they
do not conwin all the elegnee,
connnunicate all the ideas of the
originus.  The Englith language,
peruaps, at this mounent, is the
repofitory of as much learning, as
enc haif the linguiges of Hurope.
In coviouinefs 1t exceeds all m-
dern thngues ; and though inferior
to the Giecks and Freazh w foftnefs
and harmony, yet it exceeds the
French in variety 5 iva'mott cquals
the Greek and Roman inencigy,
and falls very litde fhort of any
langusge in the regularity of its
conitruétion.*

In deliverating upon any plan of
inftraction, w: fhould be atrentive
to 1ts tuture influence and probable
advantiges.  What advantage des
a merchant, a mechanic, a farmer
derive from an acquaintance with
the Greck and Roman tongues ? It
is true, the etymology of words
cannot be well underitood, with-
out a kuowledge of the original
Linguages of which ours is compo-
fed. But a very accurate know
ledge of the me.ning f words and
of the true conitruction of {enten-
ces, may be obtained by the heln
of Dictionaries and good Englith
writers 3 and this is all that is ne-
ceflary inthe common occupations
oflife Buc fuppofe there is fome
advantage to be derived from an
acquaintance with the dead lan-
guages, will this compenfate for
the lofs of five or perhaps feven
years of valuable time ? Lite i3
fhort, and every hour fliould be
employed to good purpofes. If
there are no ftudies of more con-
fequence to bove, than thafe of

D U C A T I
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Latin and Greek, let thefe lax.
guages employ their time ; for idle.
nels is the bane of youth. But
when we have an elegant and co.
pivus languase of our own, with
innumerdble writers upon cthics,
geography, hittory, commerce and
government ; {ubjects immediately
intereding to every man ; how cad
a parent be juftified in keeping his
fon feveral years over rulesof Syn.
tax, which he frgets when he fhuts
his beok ;5 or which, if 1emember-
ed, can be of little or no utein any
branch of bufincts ? This ablurdi-
ty is the lubject ot common com-
plaint—uten fee and feel the im-
pripriety of the ufual prattice;
and yet no argu nents that have
hitherto been afed, have been fuf-
fic:ent t» change the fyttem ; or to
place an Englifh ichoul on a frote
ing with a Latin one, in point of
reputatien.  ft is not my wifh to
difcountenancze totally the ftudy of
the dead langnages.  On the other
band I thould urge a more clofe at-
tention tothem, amoang young men
who are defigned for the learned
protefions. ‘The poets, the ora-
tor's, the philofophers and the hif-
torfans of Greece and Rome, fur-
nith the moft excellent models of
Style, and the richett treafures of
Science. The flight attention given
to a few of thefe authiors, in our
ufual courfe of education, is rather
calculated to make pedants than
fcholars 3 and the time employed
1z gaining fuperficial knowledge is
really watted.
¢ A li tle learning is a dangerous things
 Drink de¢p, or taite not the Pierian

fpring,”

But my meaning is, that the dead
lznguages are not neceflary for men
of bufinefs—merchants-—mechan-

* Thisremuk 1y contined {olely to its
Yanguage is intolerably irregulare

corflrastion 5 in point of erthography, ouf

7 4
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Jes——planters, &c. norof utility fuf-
ficient to indemnify them for the
expence of time and money which
is requifite to acquire a tolerable
acquaintance with the Greek and
Roman authors. Merchants often
have occafion for a knowledge of
fome foreign living language-—as
the French—the lialian—=the Spant
ith or the Geyman ; butmen, whofe
bufine(s is wholly domettic, have
littic or no ufe tor any langnage
but their owwn 3 much lefs; for lan-
guages known only in books.
There is one very neceflary ufe
of the Latin language wlich will
alwzys prevent it from falling into
negleét : which is, that 1t ferves as
a common interpreter among the
learned of all nations and ages.
Epitaphs, inferiptions on monu-
ments and medals, treaties &c. de-
figned for perpetuity, are written

in Latin, which is every where un-

derftrod by the learned, and being
a dead language is liable to ‘no
¢thange.

But the high eftimation in which
the lcarned languages have been
I_l'eld, has difcouraged a due atren-
tion to our own.  Peopld find
themfelves able without much ttu-
dy to write and {peak the Englifh
tntelligibly, end thus have been led
to think rules of no utility.  This
opinton has produced various and
atbitrary prattices, in the ufe of
the language, cven among men 6f
the moit information and accuracy s
and this diverfity kas produced an-
other opinion, bothr falfé and 12ju.
Tlous to the language, that there
are-no rules or principles on which
the pronunciation and conftru&ion
¢an be fettled.
tbe'Ir‘chlf n;.:glc& is fo general, that
be g 1s {carcely an inflitution to

und in the country, where
the Englifh tongae is taught regu-

larly, from its elements to its trud
and elegant conftruion, in profe
and verfe. Perhapsin moft (chools;
boys are taught the definition of
the parts of {peech, and a few hard
names which they do not under-
ftand, and which the teacher fel.
dom atteinpts to explain~thic is
called, learniay grammar. This
prattice of lcarning queltions and
anfwers without acquiring any i-
deas; has given rifcto a common
vemark, that grammar is a dry fludy §
and fo'is every other ftudy which
is profecuted without improving
the hedd or the heart. The ftudy
of geography is equally dry, when
the fubjet is not underitood.  Rut
when grammar is taught by the
heip of vifible obje€ts ; when chil-
dren perceive that differences of
words arife fiom differences in
things, which they may learn at a
very eafly period of life, the ftudy
becomes entertaining,as weil asim-
proving. In general; when a fla-
dy of any kind is tirefome to a per-
fon, it is a prefumptive evidence
that he does not make any prefici-
ency in knowledge, and this is al~
moft always the fault of the in~
firuétor

In a few inftauces perRaps the
ftudy of Evglith is thought an cb-
jet of corflequence 5 but here alfo
there is a great érror in the com.
mon praétice ; for the ftudy of En.
glith is preceded by feveral years
attention to Latin and Greek. Nay,
theré are men, who contend that
the belt way to becofnc acquainrted
with Englifh, is to learn Latin firfl.
Common fente may juftly finile at
fuch an opinion ; but expérience
proves it to be falfé.. .

If language 1s to be tavght me.
c¢hanicaly or by roté, it is a mat-
ter of little donfequencsd whether
the rules- are in Eunglith, Lacin o

Greék 7
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Greek ¢ But if childrén are to ac-
quire idas, it s certainly eaficr to
pbtain them in a language which
they underltand, than in a foreign
tongue. The diftintions between
the principal parts of, {peech are
founded in naturé and gre within
the capacity of a.frhoot-boy. Thele
diflin@ions fhonld be explaited in
Lnglifh,and when well underftood,
will fucilitste theacquifition of other
languages.  Withour fomeiprepa-
tion of this kind, boys will often
find a foreign language extremely
diflicult and fometimes be dilcou-
saged.  We often, fee young per
fons of both fexes, puzzling their
herds with French, when they can
hardly write two fentences of good
Lauzlith.  Thep plod on for fome
monthsywith much fatigue, little
improvement and lefs pleafure,

.A - ‘
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and then relinquifh the attempt,
The principles of any feience
afford pleafurc to the {tudent who
compicirends them. Tn order to
render the tudy of language agree.
nble,the diftindtions betweenwords
fhiould be Bluttrated by the differ.
ences 1 vinble ubjels.  Exangles
fhould be prefented to the fenles
which .are -the inlets of all our
knowledge. Thatnouns are tle names
of things, and that adjecrives exprefs
their qualitics, are abltratt definis
tions whicli a boy may repeat five
years without comprchonding the
Mmeaning.,  Buct. that sable is the
name of.an , article; and Aard or
Square iy its property, is a diftintion
obvious- to the feafee, and conles
.quently within a child’s capacity.
n (To be continued. )
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To the EDITOR of the AMERICAN MAGAZINE.

.. SIR, .
¥ WWAS highly delighted, when I
4 fiit faw yonr propolalsfor print.-
s a Wiagazine in this city. It
giatifi:d my pride to think New-
York would have a Magazine, as
weil as London and Philadelphia,
Yoo mufl  know, Sir, that we fe-
.mdles have many good ideas to
comimunicate, as well as the men ;
but ralking will not anfwer the pur-
polc ; our opinions muft be com.
mitied to paper, before they have
their proper cfiett, and your Maga-
zing is the place.

Mow, 8ir, it ftruck my mind as
faon as I faw your propofals, that
there is fomething ominous in your
beginning the publication on the
firlt of January one thoufand feven

b

Jhandred and eighty cighe. Teannot

but pradict fume gooa fortune for
young Ladier ; for the union of
tWo 85 is a lucky omen. Iremember
to have heard or read fomewheréy
that Mr. Pors, the celebrated poet,
was bern in the year one thoufand
fix hundred and eighty-eight, the
fame year that the great comet ap-
peared, and frizhtened every bodyy
without doing any harm.

Every body remembers that the
union of'threc 777 tonk Burgoyne,
and prepaied the way forthe French
Alliance. My Grandmother has
oftentold me thatfhe was marriedin
the year 1722, and that fhe has had
good luck whenever 2 or 3 figures

v
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