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MY FELLOW.CITIZENS,

THIS is a dav for ever to tediftinguifhed
in the annals of cur country—-This day has been fet apart
by the higheft legiflstive autherity of thefe United States as
a day of nati.nal mourning--This day thoufands and tens
of thoufands of American citizens, willingly comply with
the nppointment, ¢nd affenble together, as we have done,
i~ the charaller sad habilinents of mourners, publicly 1o
give vent to their {orrgwful feelings, and fympathetic con-
golence. What affli‘ting difafler—what heavy nayonal
calamity can cal! forcs fuch univerfal, fuck {pontaneous
an.; Afinimiefed lorrow: Tae occafion i- mourntful indeed,
and juftly demands the tears of ail Awmerican citizens—
WasHINGTON 13 NO MORE! WasningToN, the
Father of our Country, the Hero and Paniat of America,
now lies numbercd with the dead! WasnincTOM, the
Founder of this new and rifing Empire, the Aferter of our
Rights, the Guardian of our Libeity, the Terror of Tyrants,
the Friend of Man, the Beneta&tor of Millions! W asH-
INGTON, the Great, the Good, the Gentle, and the Wif=
—The man on whom every eye was turned, during our
great ftruggle for Nutional Liberty and Independence; and
to whom United Americais fo highly indebted for the fuc-
cefsful iffue of the conflit, now lives only in his great
attions, and in the afectionate remembrance of his
counirymen.

In the removal trom this world of that great man, whofe
death we thi= day deplore, the Supreme Difpoicr of Human,
Events, has taken from us the greatcft benefa€tor and orna-
ment of our countiy; dnd although it hecomes us to fubmat
with reverence and Chriftian refgnation to fuch affhétive
difpenfations of Divine Providence; yet, ncither religion
or decency wili “orbid us, on this occafion, to teflity 1n the
moft public ani impreflive manner, our 1egard for the
virtues, our gratitude for the feivices, and our forrow fos
the lofs o fo h-'oved and excellent a citizen.
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‘i'he mournful fervice to wlich we are this day invited by
our National Legiflsture, will not only be congenial to the

- feelings of every true American, but may be profitable to

our country on a variety of accounts. In reviewing the
iif= of the great Washington, it wili naturally fall in our
way to take into recolleétion fome ot the moft interefling
events which preceded, accompanied and followed the late
American revolution (for in effefting this revolution
Washington afted a moft confpicuous part). And by con-
templating this revolution, and the circumftances that led
to it; by refle@ing on the mighty magnitude of the obje&t
for which we engaged ia a dangerous and bloody war with
a potent foreign power: by recolleéting the numerousand
complicated dangers which we fuffered or efcaped during
the conteft, together with our aitainment of national Free-
dom and Independence, and the creation ot a Government
founded upon the Rights of Man; and by confilering
the diftinguishedly happy fituation ot t e citizens of thefe
United States fince the conclufion of the war; by fuch con-
templations we shall be taught to make a duc eltimate of our
national advaniages, and properly to appreciate our civil
privileges. ~

In tracing the life and delineating the charafler of Wash.
ington, to the honour of whole memory this dav is devoted,
] am at a lofs to deterinine whether we are chiefly to applaud
him as an Hcro, or as a Patriot; whether we are moft to
admire him for his military fkill or political wifdom; for, in
both thefe refpefls, he shone forth with confpicuous fplen-
dor, and will bear comparifun with thofe charatlers in other
countries that have been pre-eminent in tame. It will be
the province of tuture hiftorians, and the fubjett of volumes,
to do amiple juftice to his amiable chaalter, and 10 difplay
his dilinguished irtues and meritorious fervices to his
country in thefe relpefts.  All that [ intend at prefent, isa
fketch of the hifc of Washington, in conneftion with ths
hiftory of our coun‘ry, and to maie fuch reflettions as we
proceed, 2: mav n.tmre'lv arife cut of the fubject.
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This day is the anniverfary of the birth of that illuftrious
man, whofe death we have now to lament. He was boin
in Virginia, on the 11th day of February, 1733, old ftyle,
correfponding to the 22d of February, new flyle. His
anceflors were of Buitish extrattion, and were among the
firlt fettlers of the Province ot Virgima,  Atar sarly period
of life, Washington entered into the fervice of his country;
and when but a youth ot about two and twenty years of age,
was placed at the head of a company of three hurdred men,
which was fent out in the year 1754, by the Proviace of
Viigiisia, to prevent encroachments that the Frenck and
indiar: were making on its frontiers. Whilft marchiny to
%y nofleflion of the poft at the junétion of the Aliegany
a4 Menangahela rivers, he was informed that the French
had -dready eretted a foit there. A detachment of nine
hundred men marched againft him: he fortified himfelf as
firongly as time and circumftances would admit; but was at
length obliged ro furrender the poft which he occupied to
fuperior numbers; and having obtained honourable terms
for imfelt and his men, returned to Virginia,

In the next vear happened the memorable defeat of the
British General Braddock, who was fent out with fome re.
gunents of regular troops and provincial levies, to d:fpoflefs
the French of the polts upon which they had feized.
Braddock unfortunately fell intc an ambufcade, and pe.
rished, with a2 number of his men. Young Washington,
who had accompanied him as an aid-de.camp, and who had
i vain warned hin of his danger, now dilplayed great
military talents, 1n effeting a retreat of the remains of the
army, and 1in forming a junétion with the rear. So early
did the genius of this tuture American Fabius begin to dif-
play itlelf.  Though Braddock, by his rash and imprudent
conduét, was defeated and blamed; yet the conduft of
Young Washington, un that difaftrous and trying occafion,
was univerfally admired and applauded; and even high
expettations were then formed of his future ufefulnefs to
his country. Ard it is worthy of obfervation, that 1n a




5

difcourfe delivered by a refpe&uble Clergyman in Virginia
(tte Rev. Samuel Davis) toa company of volunteers, about
one month after Braddock’s defeat, the fpeaker, as if guided
by the fpirit of prophecy, prefages that Washington was
defigned for forue eminent ufcfulnels to hiscountry. After
pointing him out to the public, in his printed difcourfe as a
youth of heroic bravery anid promifing talents, he adds, * I
cannot but hope, Piuvidence has lLitherto preferved him in
fo fignal a manne: tor fome importam fervice to his country.”
How fully has the preditlion been accomplished in the
future life ot Washington! | What niere man ever rendered
fuch importent fervice te his country?  Are the Americin
people this day diftinguished from every other nation onthe
globe by theic privileges and advantages? Have we a Go-
‘vernment erecled upon the broad bafis of the Rights of
Min? Do we now enjoy Liberty, Indepen-lence and
Peice? Are we nut vifibly and ¢minent', indebted 1o
Washington, as the chief inflrument, un.ier Heaven, for
the attainment and prefesvation of the's ineflimable blef-
fingg<?  This will lead us 10 confider inore particularly the
part whichh Washington atted intic liac American revo-
luton; a revolution the moft giotous and benehcial the
- world evar {aw,

The war which led to this revolution, was, on the part
of Great-B:itain, a war of opjreflion and covetoulfnefs.
The teitile fields and promiling infancy of America, ap-
peared to Ler as tich mines tor tubutary weslth,. The mi.
niilry needing money to delray the expence incurred by
their ambitious and bloody wars, and 10 keep up the pomp
and grandeur of the Cowut, tormed the defgn of eftablishing
the fame fi llem of tixation in Ametica as in Englani; and
procecded to pals the memorable Stamp Act. This act
produced great dillurbances in the American Co'onies.  So
much oppofition was made to it, th.t it wes julged proper
to 1epeal at, abuut one yeor after 10 hod besn enated, end
Sefore at Lad ever Leen carired mto enzianen
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Although the Stamp A€t was repealéd by the Parliament,
it was only upon the principle of expediency: they ftill
inftfted upon the right to tax the Colonies; and at the fame
time the Stamp A& was repealed, an aét was pafled de-
claring the right of Parliament * to bind the Colonies in al}
cales whatfoever.” This was as lofty a ftretch of arbitrary
power, as ever one fet of men, or one counuy, claimed
over another. Taxation, in all its oppreflive and ruinous
foims, would have been nothing more than putting the de~
clared 1ight into praice.

On the other hand, this nght was never recognized by
the Celnnifts ; but as they flaticred themfelves that it woula
not be exercifed, ikey were not very altive at firft in re.
monftrating againft it.  Such indced was the difpofition of
the Colonifts at this time towards the mother country, that
notwithflanding the difedvantages under which they la-
boured from reftraints upon their trade, calculated [oleiy
for the benefit of the commercial and manufalturing in-
terefts of Great-Britain, a feparation of the two countries
might have been a far diftant event. The Americans were
taught {rom their earlicit intancy to venerate a pcople from
whom they were delcended; whofe language, laws and
manners were the fame as their own; they looked upon
them as models of perfeftion, and in their prejudiced minds,
the moft enlightened nations of Europe, were confidered as
almolt Baibarians in companfon with Englishmen. Such
fentiments, inftilled into them in early !‘fe, were what
nuthing but the moft iyrannic mealures co1ld eradicate.

The duties upon glafs, paper and tca; the distranchife.
rent of fome of the Colonies, the ot ruélion to the
meafures of the Legiflatures in others, by the King’s Go-
vernors; the contemptuous treatment of their humble re.
monfliances, flating their grievances and praying for a
redrefs of them; and other violent and oppreflize meafures,
at length excited an ardent fpirit of oppofition. The British
Muniftry, initead of attempting to allay this fpirit by a more
lenient conduét. feemed reflolutely bent upon reducing the
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Colonies to the moft flavish obedience to their d-crees.
Vain were all attempts made ufe of to prevail upon them to
lay afide their defigns, or to convince them of the impofii.
bdility of carrying them into effe&t, and of the milchiev-us
confequences which muft neceflarily enfue from a conti.
nuance of the attempt. They perfevered with a degree of
inflexibility and infatuation fcarcely paralelled.

The American Colonies, on the other hand, denied, in
the firfl place, the right ot taxation claimed by the Parliament;
they next {ulpended the ufe of taxable articles, and peti-
tioned againtt the praftice of taxation; and thefe failing,
they refolved, it the laft place, to defend their property by
force, as foon as it was forcibly invaded; and, in anfwer
to the declaration of rebellion and non.proteétion, pub-
lished their declaration of Independence and right of felf-
prote&tion,

Thefe, in a few words, were the firft flages of the quar-
rel, which iffued at length in open war. The firft bluod
was ihed on ‘the memorable 1gth of April, 1775, at Lex-
ington, in Miflachufctts, by a detachment of the British
troops, which was fent out bv General G ge to defiroy fome
American ftores at Concord. This affair had a mighty
influence upon the Americans in all the Colonies. The
Conunental Congrefs met the 10th of Muy following, and
the difireis which the Continent felt at the outrage at Lex-
ington, gave that body a ftability which perhaps no other
circumftance could have done. The Congrels which had
met the preceding year, had refolved to make the caule
of the Thirteen Colonies a common one; and had sdopted
fome wife and neceflary mealures for the protection of
their threatencd liberues.  Bu: atthis fellion, more vigorous
meafures of dcfence were refclved upon, fuch as raifingand
forwardinig ucops to che {cene of aftion, appoinung a Com.
mander in Chicf, and other Field Officers. By an una-
nimous vote, \Wash'ngton was commiflioned Commander
in Chief of all the Armies raifed or to be railed for the
fervice of the Un.ted Colonies; and indeed. it only
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Congrefs, out all well-informed men throughout the con-
tinent, looked up to Lium as the fitrefl perfon 10 be pla_-d at
the head of our armies. He entered upon the duties of his
high {tation in the beginniag of July, 1775. A croud of
difficulties now prelented them{clves to the new American
Commander. Thearmy putunder his command was com-
pofed of farmers and mechanics, who had lately affumed the
_charafler of foldiers, and were almoft entirely ignorant of
military difcipline, and notinured to the dangers and hard-
ships of war. The moft of thic officers themfelves had but
little acquaintance with military affairs, and were not duly
{enfible of the neceflity of ftriét vilcipline and fubordinition,
Difficulues alfo arofle tothe American Commander from the
fcarcity of ammuniticn; and the want of miliary flores;
yet, under all thefe difadvantiges, he made fuch pruder,
arrangements, and conduéled them with fuch military kil
that he kept an army of Rritish veteran troops shut up in
the town of Bofton during {ix or eight months, and fnally
compelled them to evacuate 1t about the middie of Murch,
1776.

In the fummer following, Geaeral Howe, with a nu.
merous fleet and army, made hus appearancein the harbour
of New-York. A delcent was made upon Long-1land,
which was at length evacuatesl by the Americans; after
which, New.Yaik, rogether with Forts Washington and
Lee, fell {ucceflively into the hands ol the Brinish,  During
the whole of this cammpaign, General Howe had nearly
double the forces wiich General Washington immediately
commanded. Tl British fleets and forces arnved wiihout
any accident. The military knowiedge of her Generals
was {uppofcd to be complete.  Theyv had neither expenence
or reinforcements to wait for.  They had sothing to do but
begin and proflecute their conquels,

On the other hand, America was young and unlkilled in
the art of war. She wasobliged to trufl her defeace to ime
and praftice. Itwas, therefore, wile policy in the American
Commander in Chicf to avuid decifive engageinents, con-




