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ADVERTISEMENT

TO THE

PUDBLTICK
HE N I determined to print thefe Papers I

W had no Thouohtsof putlsbing them, but only to
circulate them among my Parithioners of this Town,
to the State and Condition of which they were parii-
cularly adapted. But, when I revifed them in Or-
der for the Prefs, I could not help thinking that
there are feveral Things that may be of more general
Ufe. I wilh, I may not be miftaken in my Opi-
nion, or “difappointed in my Hopes of doing my
Brethren of the Clergy, as well as others, fome Iittle
Service ; but, difappointed I muft be, in fome Mea-
fure, unlefs they’ll give me the Affiftance of their
Recommendation. The -Want of Union and Zcal
in promoting Things intended for publick Good has
been a great Difcouragement to laudable Attempts,
and has hindered the Succefs of them when made.
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7o the Inbabitants of WARE

G'-l'

7‘-

DeEAr BRETHREN,

HE main Subflance of what I here
recommend to your ferious Perufal
was delivered to you from the Pulpif,
about five Years ago, though I have fince
made fome Alterations and Additions ; 1
with, I could fend 1t with more HoPes of
Succefs than your former Behaviour gives
me Room to entertain. I have been at
the Trouble of Writing, and at the Ex-
pence of Printing, and Circulating among
you, feveral Difcourfes upon ufeful Sub-
jects ; written with all the Force of my
imall Ability, and with a very fincere and
affeCtionate Concern for your Happinefs ;
but, I cannot fay that I have feen {o good
an Effe from them as I intended, “and
expe¢ted. However, difcouraging as this
has been, I have made one Attempt more ;
and may the Blefling of God make it more
{uccefsful than the others have been. I
am {ure, what I put into your Hands 1s
greatly feafonable, and of great Concern;
and you'll be very much wanting to your-
felves if you do not read it with Attention
and Impartiality. Let not my Freedom

of



To the Inbabitants of WARE,

of ‘Speech give you any Offence. It may
be difagreeable, but it was neceflary. Ol
may be proper in fome Cafes, but an o/f
Sore muft be probed to the Bottom, the
corrupted Fleth muft be cut out, and
Caufticks applied, or there can be no Cure,
If you have no Feeling, it is a certain
Sign of a Mortification ; and, therefore,
I fhall not be forry if I put you to fome
Pain.  'To me, indeed, it is not pleafant,
but for you it is fafe. Whatever may be
the Event, it is not in your Power to de-
prive me of the Pleafure, or difappoint
me of the Reward, of a good Inten-
tion. 'Though many of you have treated
me as.if you counted me for an Enemy,
I ever was, and e.er will be, with my

‘beft Withes, and daily Prayers, for you
all,

Your fastbful Friend,

W. WEBSTER.



The Nature of Juftice.

St. MATTH. v. 6.

Bleffed are they who do Hunger and Thirft
after Righteoufnefs.

\;;:S @‘ N difcourfing upon thefe Words X
¥ weaeaseal purpofe to do three Things.
"‘E ‘; I. Settle the Duty to which a par-

@ Ry
.;‘yiéﬁﬂh J( ticular Blefling is here promifed.
fw;;—"fr“\”} II. Open and explain the feveral
T TUF Parts of it, that you may the better
know when you put it in Pradtice.

L. Apply the general Doltrine to the particular

Cafe of Tithes and Offerings.

I. Iam to ftate and fettle the Duty here en-
joined.

‘The Word, Righteoufnefs, has various Accepta-
tions in the New Teffament, which has occafioned
Interpreters to put very different Senfes upon the
Ufe of it in this Place. It is fometimes ufed in a
borrowed, Law Senfe; not for real, but wnputed
Righteoufnefs, when a Man is cleared in “fudgment,
by ftanding upon his V:'}r;dimtim of himfelf, or plead-

| ing
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2 The NaTure of JusTick.

ing his Pardon. "This laft Senfe the New Teflament
calls the Righteoufnefs of Faith in Carif, by which
we are juftified, or acquitted, before (God : And, this
being a proper Object of our fpiritual Hunger and
Thirft, feveral Interpreters have underftood it in
this Senfe here, tho’ it is not fo ufed in any other
Place in the four Gofpels, nor any where elfe, but
in St. Paul’s Epiftles, But, for feveral Reafons, this
Interpretation cannot be the true one. For,

1/f, It is obfervable, that whenever the Word,
Righteoufnefs, is ufed in this berrowed, Law Senfe,
it has always fome previous, or concomitant Defcrip-
tion added to it, from which we may know that it
is determined te that Senfe ; fuch as thefe, the Righ-
teoufnels of Fauth, the Righreoufnefs of God, or
Righteoufnefs imputed, Without fomething of this
kind, added, by way of Explanation, the Word 13
never ufed in this Senfe.

2dly, The Doltrine of Fufification had not, as
yet, been preached, and therefore it is quite abfurd
to fuppofe that our Blefled Saviour fhould ufe the
Word in a Senfe that muft, then, have been alto-
oether unintelligible to his Hearers. Belides,

2dly, This Interpretation is manifeftly inconfiftent
with the whole Scope of the Place, it being the Drift
of all the other Beatitudes to inculcate the Doctrine
of Sanctification, or a new Life, as a neceflary Difpo-
fition for the evangelical State. If, therefore, all
the other Beatitudes are plainly to be taken in a
moral Senfe, why fhould this, differently from all
the reft, be thought to relate to Matters of Faiti
Is it not infinitely more reafonable to interpret this
Beatitude in fuch a Senfe as will correfpond with
the other feven, in correcting the erroneous Notions
of his Difciples concerning the Nature of Chrif’s

Kingdom, and the Difpofitions of Mind that were
| neceflary



The NATURE of JusTICE. 2

neceffary in order to qualify them to be Members
of it!

Having thewn that the Word, Righteoufuefs, is
ufed in this Place in a moral Senfe, the next Enquiry
that offers itfelf, is, Whether it ignifies a particular
Virtue, or the Whole of our Duty 2 That it is ufed
in feveral other Places of Scripture in a limitated
Senfe, fignifying a particular Virtue, is certain, 1
fhall cite only two Places; 1 Ep. to Tim. ch. vi.
ver, 11, But thou, O Man of God, follow after Righte-
oufnefs, Godlinefs, Faith, Paiience, Love, Meeknefs.
Again, 2 Ep. ch. ii. ver. 22, Follow after Righteouf-
nefs, Charity, Peace, &c. That it 1s ufed in this
limited Senfe here 'is as evident, becaufe, as in the
former Inftances now cited, it ftands in the Lift of
feveral other particular Virtues, and therefore cannot,
without the utmoft Abfurdity, be underftood to com-
prehend 4/l the Virtues of the whole moral Law, much
lefs the whole of our Duty to Ged. "T'he very learned
Dr. Whithy, with many others, contend for this
unfimited Senfe, but in fo doing 1 muft think that
they contend againft the cleareft Evidence, The
more acute Mr. Blair, in his Expofition of our Sa-
viour’s Sermon upon the Mount, has not only con-
futed this Opinion, but by one Argument, drawn
from the Drift and Scgpe of the Beatitudes, has
plainly proved, not only that Righteoufnefs here muik
fignify a particular Virtue, but that Fuflice is the
Virtue which our Saviour means. Having very
juftly obferved that the main Intent of the Beatitudes
was, to corre& the bad Difpofitions of his Hearers
in relation to the evangelical State, he takes Notice
that one of their moft notorioufly bad Difpofitions
was, that they expeéted, by the Way of Congueff,
to invade other Men’s Poffeflions. This Temper
our Saviour had corse@ed in another Beatitude,

B 2 where



4 The NATURE of JusTIcE.

he recommends Poverty of Spirit ; and the Tnjuftic
of it he here blames.

‘This grand, evangelical Duty of Fuftice, the very
firft of all Chriftian Virtues, fhall be the Subject of
my prefent Difcourfe, becaufe it feems, by the gene-
ral Pralltice of the Woild, to be little underftood,
and lefs regarded. '

If we were to confider the Duty of Fuffice in the
moft extenfive Senfe of it we fhould include all thofe
Virtues by which our Neighbour has any fort of
Right to claim from us, or not to be injured by us,
but it is more agreeable to the Drift of our Blefled
Saviour’s Difcourfe to reftrain it to Money and Goods.
In this /imited Senfe I purpofe at prefent, principally,
to confider it. |

Having thus afcertained the Duty which I appre-
hend to be particularly meant in my Text, 1 fhall
proceed, according to the Method which I propofed
to follow,

II. To open and explain the feveral Parts of it,
or, in other Words, the feveral Ways by which you
may be guilty of Injuffice—And here, again, they
are fo various that I can only lay down general
Heads, under which the Particulars may be reduced
and judged of by Perfons of the moft ordinary Un-
derftanding, if they do but bring with them an uu-
biaffed Mind.

‘The firft of thefe Heads is, Robbery, cither by
eetting forceable Entrance into our Neighbour’s
Houfe, and carrying away Goods or. Money, or open-
ly demanding them in the Road, or in the Street.
‘This I mention for the Sake of Method; not fuf-
pefting, that any of you are profligate and bold
enough to be guilty of fo infamous and dangerous
a Vice; Suppofing that a Senfe of fuffice woulﬁ not

- 1eitrain



The NATURE of JusTICE: 7

reftrain you, Shame and Fear will be a fufficient
Reftraint in this Cafe.

But there are other Ways of dong Injuflice which
partake of the Nature and Guilt of Robbery, tho’

not of its Jnfamy and Danger, and which have ufually
one aggravating Circumftance attending it, in that
the Perfons who practice them: have not the Plea of
Neceffity to mitigate their Guilt, nor any other
Temptation befides an avaricious and greedy Difpo-
fition, Thefe Perfons thew a little more Aade/ly,
and a great deal more Caution, but not a Grain
more of Honefly, than abandoned Robbers.

The firft of thefe fubordinate Robbers are Extor-
tioners. 'The Word, Extortion, comes from an
Original that fignifies to pillage or plunder. The
former make ufe of direct Violence, at the Peril of
their own Lives, while the latter only compel by taking
Advantage of the MNeceffities of Mankind, and de-
manding more for a Thing than 1t is really worth,
becaufe the Perfon can’t well do without it, Of
this fort, Pawn-Brokers, and common Ulurers are the
moft infamous. To ufe that ftrong Expreflion of
the royal Prophet, the tender Mercies of thefe Harpies
are cruel, Under the Notion of taking Compaflion
of the unfortunate, they gradually devour them.

In a Jwer Degree, People in the Way of Trade
ate frequently guilty of this Vice. As for Inftance.
If a Set of Men in the fame Way of Bufinefs agree
amongft themfelves to keep up the Price of any
Commodity beyond what is reafonable, or what it
is fold for, in other Markets, becaufe they know
that the People muft, or will, buy, either to fupply
their Neceffity, or to gratify their Palate, this is
Extortion ; this is a Sort of Pillage or Plunder. ‘T'o
convince them of the Iniquity of this Practice, I
will only put another plain Cafe, by Way of Con-

traft,
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traff. Suppofe a Perfon, or Perfons, had been at
a great Expence to fupply a Neighbourhood with
fome of the Neceffaries and Conveniencies of Life,
and muft be great Sufterers if they have no Demand
for their Goods, but the Town, taking Advantage
of their Neceflity to fell, enter into a Confederacy
not to buy, any of that Commodity, becaufe they
can make fhift without it, longer than it will keep
cood 3 I fay, fuppofe they thus agree not to duy
any of it, unlefs the Sellers will take lefs than a
living Profit, the Sellers would foon be convinced,
and loudly complain of fuch an anjuft and cruel A-
greement ; and if they have any Confcience, this
fhort Argument will perfuade them to At more
fairly, themfelves. And, therefore, inall fuch Cafes
the Buyer fhould put himfelf into the Place of the
Seller, and the Seller into the Place of the Buyer,
and the Golden Rule, of doing as we would be done
by, would then prevent abundance of thefe Eworbi-
tances in Trade and Commerce,

Mongpolizers, who by tae Help of early Intelli
gence, an overgrown Fortune, or by any other
Means, engrofs a neceflary Commodity, and fell it
out upon their own extravagant Terms, fuch Tradef-
men, whatever their Charalters may be in other
Refpedls, are no better than Pillagers and Plunderers
of the Publick, and Enemies to Trade. I call that
an extravagant Price which is more than the Mar#et
Price would have been had that Commedity been
{old by the Merchants and Tradefmen in coMMON,

I thall mention three Sorts of Plunderers more.

1, If I had not, myfelf, feen Inftances of the firft
of them, I could not have believed that there are
Perfons, profefiing fome Regard to Fuffice, whocan

be guilty of fuch fhameful Injuftice. "They look upon
all thofe as Engmigs with whom they are angry;
and,



The NATURE of JusTice. v

and, confidering them as in a State of Hofility,
they fancy, they have a Right to ufe them as inju-
rioufly as they pleafe. It isin their Opinion a State
of War, that will juftify all the military Art.

2. 'Thefe Plunderers are bad enough in all Con-
{cience, but there 15 another Set, if poflible, worfe
than even thefe; I mean thofe who take Advantage
of Gosd Nature and Generofity, and add Ingratitude
to Jnjuftice, by plundering their Friends

3. The laft Sort are thofe (and many fuch there
are) who by Force, or Stratagem, DETAIN from any
ong his juff Dues. 'The Nature of the A&iom, the
Manner of committing Injuftice, is different, but the
Sin is of the fame Kind, For, if I take Advantage
of a Perfon’s Weaknefs and Incapacity to recsver his
Right, and refufe to give it him, I do him as much
open Injuftice, as if I forceably took fo much Adsney,
or Goods FROM him. 'T'his I take to be fo clear a
Cafe, that I need not inlarge upon it, and {o fre-
quently practis’d, that I need not ftay to give fu-
Slances of it. "

The next Head of Injnftice, that I fhall mention,
is Theft, which confifts in taking another Perfon’s
Goods, or Money, CLANDESTINELY. Like dires?
Robbery, this is fo infamous a Crime that all, but
the moft abandon’d, will be afban’d, and fo dange-
rous to the Life of the Committer of it, that all,
but the moft daring Offender, will be afraid to com-
mit it. But, there are Sorts of fiyuftice which lovr
and ignorant people are often guilty of, without any
Jeeming Senfe of the Nature and Guilt of the Attion,
and which the Injur’d {eldom think worth a publick
Profecution. Such as poor People’s ftealing I'ruit
out of Gardens; Turnips, Beans, Peafe, ¢, out
of Fields; Fifh out of Ponds; and Poultry; and

Servants ftealing Victuals and Drink, without the
Knoww-
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Knowledge, and contrary to the Orders of the Mafter,
or Miftrefs. If they have not a fufficient Quantity
of wholsfome, neceffary Food, the Law is open, there
lies an Appeal to the Magg/x‘mfe for Redrefs, If
they want to live Jetter, they are at Liberty to leave
that Service and take their Chance in another, But
it is not fit that Servants fhould judge and carve for
themfelves, Meat and Drink are as much the Pro-
perty of the Pofleflors as Money, or any other Goads,
and taking them clandeflinely, without Leave, is
downright Theft. It has the Nature and Guilt of
that Crime, tho’ thro’ Lenity it may efcape the
Punifbiment due to it by the Law of the Land.

Under this Head I fhall mention but one more
Inftance, which is often practifed; I mean, the
Concealment of a juft Debt from the Creditor. Who-
ever will deliberately do this, can have no Senfe of
moral Honefly, and would as readily be guilty of

any other kind of Theft, if he could do it with equal
Safety to his Perfon and Credit,

Miney and Goods are Things in which we have a
Property by the Laws of our Country, and there-
fore the feveral Inftances of Injustice which I have
already mentioned, are Offences againft human Au-
thority, but there are many others of which we may
be guilty, without the Intervention of Gruil Laws,
or even in Oppofition to them, "This may found
ftrangely to fome of [you, but the Doltrine is abfo-
lutely true, and eafily prov’d, —— Fuffice has a
Foundatlon in the Nature and Reafon of Things,
which are antecedent to human Laws, and unalterable
by any human Authority, Human Laws may
create 2 Right where there was none lefore, but
they cannot cancel antecedent Claims, founded upon
the eternal Law of Natural Equity, or difcharge our

Confcience from the Obfervance of them. One
Inftance
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Inftance will be fufficient to illuftrate the Truth of
this Docrine, and the Application of it to other
particular Inftances will be ealy. ‘T'he Labourer,
fays St. Paul, is worthy of bis Flire. Every Man’s
Reafon muft fay the fame Thing. No Man in Lis
Senfes ever had the Impudence to deny this plain
Truth; fo that if there were no pofitive Law to
oblige in this Cafe, natural Equity would bind us
without any, or (as I faid before) in Oppsfition to any
human Authority. For, if the Legiflature fhould
ena¢t a Law requiring People to work for us for
nothing, or without reafonable Wages, this would
not difcharge our Gonfeience from the natural Duty
of rewarding every one furtably to his Labour, his
Still, and the Advantages accruing from his Labour
to the Perfon for whom he works.

And, as no honeff Man will take Advantage of
the Silence, or Unreafonablenefs, of human Laws, to

difcharge himfelf from the Duty of natural *fuflice,
or ‘Equity (for, in the Gourt of Confcience, tho’ not
at Wefiminfler Hall, fuffice and Equity mean the
fame Thing) fo neither will he take Shelter under
the bare Letter of the Law to fcreen himfelf fromi
the original Intent and Meanivg of 1t, plainly ap-
pearing ; 'which will always bind the prmate Con-
feience of the Subject (in Oppofition to any Cuffom
that may have cbtained to its Prejudice) and ought
to guide thofe whofe Office it is to explain the Jaws.
I repeat it, becaufe it is a Matter of Confequence,
tho’ not always regarded ; I do fay, that the pluin
Intention of any Law, appearing from the Law 1t/clf,
however defectively worded, is binding 1n Oppolition
to the bare Letter, or.any {ublequent Cuffoms, be-
caufe it is. the plain Intent . and Meaning of the Le-
giflature, and not the fri# Letter of the Law,

which carries the binding Force, Indeed, where the
(., original
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original Intention of the Legiflature, and confequently,
the genuine Meaning of the Law, is doubtful, the
Judgment of the proper Expofitors may be a fafe
Rule of Confcience 5 but it cannot be, in all Cafes,
a fufficient and umerring one, becaufe if it appears
evidently to my Underflanding that it was the original
Defign of the Law to bind meto pay Money (for In-
ftance) which the authoritative Conflruétion does
not require, Ido not fee how That can difcharge my
private Confcience, tho’y for the Peace and Order of
Society, it may bind to my Preudice; as, {uppofe,
the Determination of the Courts of Law fhould
require me to pay Money, contrary to the plain In-
tention of the Law and common Senfe, Submiffion to
legal Authority is abfolutely neceflary in Point of
Conlcience ; but, where my private Judgment hap-
pens to be contrary to the Sentiments of the Courts
of Fuftice, in all fuch Cafes, my own Opinion, i. e,
my own Gonfcience, requires the Payment of it, be-
caufe no human Authority can cancel a fuperior, an-
decedent one,

I fhall now confider the Jmjuflice of violating Con-
2rats and Promifes, tho’ they fhould be of fucha
Nature that the Law cannot, or will not, compel to
a Performance of them. Thisis a Point of very

great.Cenfequence to private Happinefs, and a Point
wherein I have always found Men extremely loofe,
as if they imagined Contralls to be binding only on
one Side, and Promifes to be binding no longer than
it fuits their Convenzency, or Humour, to keep them.
Contraéts and Promifes are of the fame Nature,
with only this Difference, that in all Contraéts there
is a double Promife, both Parties promifing fome-
thing ; and they are, bothof them, binding on the
fame Principle, in that both of them convey a Right

to the Thing promifed, or contralied for,- by I’?rtue'f
©
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of the Promife. Suppofe I contralt with a Perfon
for fuch a Piece of Work to be done at fuch a Price,
by Virtue of this Contraét, or Promife, 1 have an
abfolute Right (tho’ not a Jegal one) to the Perfor-
mance of the Work, and he has, for the very fame
Reafon, the fame Right to be employed, upon the
Terms agreed upon ; and neither of us can be dif-
charged, without the Confent of the other,

So it is with regard to Goods, if 1 agree with a
Perfon for any Thing at a fixed Price, the Seller is
not at Liberty to fell it to a better Cuffomer, becaufe
he has altually fold it to me, and given me a Ripht
to it at the Price agreed upon. If he difappoints me,
he docs me Injuflice. So, likewife, it is in refpet
to Promifes. If 1 promife a good Office, or a Sum
of Money, by Way of Prefent, BEFORE the Pro-
mife they were Matters of mere Favour, and I was
at Liberty whether I would grant them, but after
the Promife, Fuffice is concerned, becaufe, as I faid
before, a Promife conveys a Right, and the Breach
of it is a real Injury. For which Reafon, all prudent
Perfons are cautious how they lay themfelves under
fuch Zses, and all Perfons of Honour are as careful,
when they have done it, to difcharge the Obligation,
tho’ it fhould be to their own Hindrance, or Diffats[-
faction, This was David’s Notion of an boneff Man,
but many of you feem, by your Practice, to bevery
little acquainted with that holy Man, or to.have
but a flender Opinion of his Judgment. |

In what I have faid, concerning the Right which
Covenants and Promifes convey, I take it for granted,
that the Matter of them is fawful, for, otherwife,
they are void in courfe; and fo are Caths; but,
wherever an Oath would bind to a Performance, 3

P rmf/é will do the fame, tho’ not ﬁ? /i’rang?y.

C 2 But

‘9
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- But, Perfons may bring themfelves.under the
Olligation of a Promife, without making one in 4i-
rect Terms. [Vords are the Inftruments of convey-
ing our Thoughts ; and, if we only give Hints, or ufe
any other Means, whereby we give any one Reafon
to believe, that we mtend to do a Thing, it is the
fame Thing, to all Intents and Purpofes, as if we
made the moft abfolute Promife, becaufe the fame
Expetlations are raifed, the fame Uneafinefs arifes from
the Difapporntment, and cenfequently the fame Injury
1s done, T'his mfincere Trafick is not confined to
Courrs; for, the lowef bred People can imitate,
if nof equal, the highefl, in their Hypocrify, tho’ not
in their Politenefs. "I'his I mention becaufe I have
often obferved that your SHREwWD ones, when they
have a Defign to ferve a T'urn upon any one, by Way
of Inducement will give Hopes of great Services in
Return, but, afterwards make a Jeft of him for his
Credulity and Folly, and exprefs great Surprize that
he fhould entertain any fuch Expe&tations,

All Trufts partake of the Nature of Contraéls and
Promifes., Suppofe, 1 defire a Perfon, of whom I
entertain a good Opinion, to undertake the Ma-
nagement of an Affair of mine, and he accepts of the
Commiflion, the very Acceptance implies a Premife
to difcharge it punctually and faithfully, whatever
Trouble it may give him, Before the Acceptance of
the ‘Truft he wasat Liberty to refufe, but afrerwards,
by Virtue of his Acceptance, 1 acquire a Right to his
beft Skill and Care in the Difcharge of it, and he
cannot honeftly free himfelf without my Confent.

There are Trufls of a fubordinate Kind in the Way

of Trade. Suppofe, 1 befpeak Goods of any Kind,
‘or buy them when made, leaving it intirely to the
onsur and Homefly of the Tradefman to {fupply

e with what would anfwer my Purpofe, 1f, after
fuch
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fuch a Confidence, he impoles upon me, fends me
what he knew would not f{uit, or pleafe me, and
take the Price of a good Commodity for a bad one,
he is not only a Knave in cheating me, but his Kna-
very is aggravated by the moft difhonourable T7eq-
chery in betraying a Truf?/ 1 fhallfay no more upon
this Head, than to defire you to recolleé? your Deal-
ings, and judge of them by the Rule which I have
laid down, If any of you muff be condemned, I
chufe that your ewn Hearts fhould condemn you,
and make you blufb in fecret. If you be paft Blufb-
ing, you are paft Reforming.

'This leads me to confider a very wicked Notion,
which, to my Knowledge, is too current among
you, Whatever your Pracfice may be, you fcruple
not to own, that when a Perfon confides in your
Honour, it is moft fhameful to decerve him § but, that
if he trufts to his own Fudgment, this leaves you at
Liberty to make as good a Bargain as ever youcan ;
that is, to cheat him as much as ever you can.
Where you met with this Doctrine, I am at a lofs
to imagine, unlefs it were in the Di&ates of a cor-
rupt Heart, Chriftianity, and natural fuftice teach
you better Things; They teach you to deal fairly
with every Body; to take no Advantage of the
Ignorance of others; and a Man is not one Jot the
lefs ignorant for being conceited, or the lefs intitled
to common Fomefly. TI'll put a Cafe that, I think,
will clear the Matter beyond Difpute. A Perfon
comes to take a Sum of Money, owns frankly that
he does not know good Money from bad, and de-
pends intirely upon your Homour for not impofing
upon him, This Point is already fettled and agreed
between us. But, next comes a conceited Coxcomb,
who knows as little of the Matter as the other, but

affells the Critic, examines all the Pieces, him-
{clf,
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felf, with wondrous Accuracy, Notwithftanding hig
great Opinion of himfelf, you find out his Igno-
rance, and flip fome bad Guineas into the Payment,
which he accepts. In this Cafe you may fancy
yourfelf to be very fhrewd and cunning, but all ho-
neft Men will judge you to be 2 wery great Knave, at
the Expence of but a2 fmall Share of Underflanding,

This Cafe will help to fettle all the Variety of
Cafes that occur in Trade, relating to the Conceal-
ment of the Defeéts of any Commodity, where the
Buyer has not Skill enough to difcover them, and
to fell it for' a Thing perfectly good n its kind,—
Reduce all fuch Goods to Goin. Suppofe them to
be fo many Pieces of Aoney, fo many Guineas,
which you are going to difpofe of in Payment. You
know fome of them to be very defective in Weight or
Metal, The Queftion (if fuch a Point can ever be
brought into Queftion) is, Whether it be lawful to
conceal this Defet, and pay them away for good
Monzy 2 A Perfon that fhould be known to practife
fuch Frauds, DESIGNEDLY, would be liable to a
publick Profecution. Now, let any Man, if he can,
fhew me the Difference, in Point of Honefly, be-
tween impofing upon a Cuftomer, by concealing
from him the Defelts of Com, and the Defells of
any other Goods, whatfoever,

This brings to my Memory a faphiffical Diftinc-
tion by which a Tradefman made his Confcience
quite eafy in cheating me.—I bought fome (oods of
him which were very good. In 2 little Time [ fent
for fome mcre of the fame Sort, for which he took
the fame Price as I paid him for the former. When
I came to examine my Bargain, I found he had fent
me a very defective Commodity, not worth half the
Money. Upon this I went and expoftulated with
him, but could have no Remedy. He faid, that if

i
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it were not fo good as what I had before, it cof?
him as much, and he would not make any Abate-
menlt\;I This is the old Story. If I take a Piece of
bad Money, I may, if I can, pay it away for good
becaufe I t};ok it asY Juch. * /O e

I afk any indifferent Perfon whether it would not
have been more agreeable to Reafon to have returned
thofe defective (Goods, or to have demanded a proper
Abatement from his Correfpondent, than to put them
off upon his Cuffomer. A Tradefman might as
reafonably expeét a Cyffomer to pay all his bad Debts,
as to make good all his bad Bargains.

What I have faid concerning the Difbonefly of
concealing from a Cuftomer any Defréts in his Goods
I apprehend to be fo plain, that it needs not the
Sanction of any Authority , but I fhall cite the Opi-
nion of the greatet Chriffian Preacher, and the
greateft Heathen Moraliff, that ever lived, The firft
of them is Archbithop Tillotfon, who delivers his
Opinion in the following Words.

Impofe upon no Man's IGNORANCE, or UNSKIL-
FULNESS.

The Roman Orator, Zully, fays the fame Thing,

The BUYER fhould not be left ignorant of any
Thing that the SELLER knows, i, e. concerning the
Faults of his Goeds *. 1 muft here relate one Faét
(which I had from one who knew the Truth of it.)
A Perfon not much acquainted with Things of that
Nature, went to Market, and was fo infamoufly
cheated that fome of his Neighbours expoftulated
with the Tradefman for impofing upon him in fo
fhameful 2 Manner. To which he very HONEST-

* See the Life of Archbifhop 7illet/on by Dr. Birch,

P- 460, 461.
LY
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Ly replied, in the Sincerity of his Heart, Why did
they fend a FooL to Market ¢ Why, truely, it might
have been better if the Perfon had been a little wifer;
however, the Fos/ might have fared very well if he
had not fallen into the Hands of a Knave. But, I
fear, this hone# Man fpoke the real Sentiments of
many of his Brethren.

To make flight and defective Goods for publick
Sale, becaufe they can make them cheap, and get
fo much the more by them, this cannot properly be
called a Fraud, like the Concealment of Defells, but
it is an Jmpofition upon the Publick, and a Piece of
open Infuftice. | -

It is impoflible for me, or any one elfe, to fettle
the Price of Goods, or the Profits of every Man’s
Trade, but there arc fome general Rules which will
guide the Confcience of any boneft Man. Variation
of Circumflances will alter the real Value, and the
reafonable Price of Goods ; but, whetherina Time
of Plentyy or Scarcity, there is ufually fuch a Thing
as a Market Price: By which I do not mean the
Price which any Commodity may happen to bear in
a particular 'Town (becaufe that may be raifed, or
kept up, by a knavifph Confederacy of the Trade) but,
the general Price which it bears in the Neighbouring
Towns, of which no 1'radefman, of any Dealings,
can plead Ignorance., Thus with Repard to the
Profits which a T'radefman may lawfully get in any
Commodity that he makes, provided he makes it
good, Ican only fay that there is fuch a Thingas a
living Profit, which is reafonable. 1f any cne afks
me, What is a living Profit ? I can only anfwer, in
generaly, 1 do not mean fuch a Profit as will enable
an ordinary T'radefman to live like a Gentlyman, and
grow rich, but fuch as will anfwer the neceffary
Expences of hus ‘T'rade, and fupport the Family in

{uch
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fuch a decent Manner as is fuitable to their Station in
the World.

But, befides Defefts in the Nature, or Quality,
of Goods, there are Defects in Quantity, too,  Thefe
are the divers Weights and divers Meafures, which
Solomon pronounces to be an Abomination to the Lord ;
and great Reafon have we to think them to be o,
as they are manifeft.Frauds, and Impofitions. If a
Perfon fells a bad Commodity for a goosd one, this
is an Impofition and a Fraud ; fo, likewife, if he fells
a Commodity that is ever fo good, if he fells it for
more than it contains, {o much as it falls fhort of its
due Weight, or Meafure, the ignorant Cuftomer is
defrauded of fo much Money ; and the Grime is the
very fame as if the Seller had taken it clandeftinely,
out of a Scrutore, or a Pocket, 1t is not only as muciy
an A&t of Imuflice, but it is a Piece of Injuftice of
the fame Sort. 1 wifh the Pra&tice were as uncom-
mon as the Sinfulnefs of it is apparent.

I have told you a great many difagreeable Truths,
but I hope to make you fome Amends by the Ac-
ceptablenefs of the next Article. For, tho’ many
of you like well enough to cheat your ignsrant, or
impofe upon your neceffitous, Neighbour in the Sale
of your (Goods, you would take it very much amifs
if your Cuffomers fhould get into your Debt, and
never pay you, or not without putting you to great
Expence and Trouble. 'This, no Doubt, is a capital
A& of Injuftice, and as deftru@ive of all Trade and
Commerce, as Trade and Commerce are neceflary to
the Support and Happinefs of Society.

Concerning Debts, [ fhall lay down two general
Rules. The fir/? relates to the contracting of Debts,
the fecond, to the Payment of them.

As to the contraéting of Debts, 1 lay down this
eeneral Rule — No Man can Honeflly contral a

D Debt
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Decbt without fome reafonable Ground of Hope that
he fhall be able, by his Induftry, and the Bleﬂing
of God upon his Endcavours, to pay it. It is upon
this Prefumption, only, that a Man gets Credit for
Goods, or Money; and if he ofters to get it without
any {fuch Hope, he1s guilty of a Fraud by impofino
upon the Gredulity of his Neighbour.

When a Debt is contralled, fuffice requires that
he difcharges it ina reafonable Time, if he be able,
If by any unforefeen Accidents and Difappoint-
ments he be rendered incapable (which may happen
to the honeftelt Man, efpecially to thofe whe engag:
largely in Trade and Merchandize, ov in expeufiv:
Usdertakings for the Serwice of the Piblick) he muft
ufe his beft Endeavours to put himfelf into a Capa-
city of doing it, cither by an Jmprevement of his -
comey, or a Reduftion of his Lxpences. But, this
general Rule is fubject to fome Limitations.  Juftice
cannot oblige any Man to abridge himfelf of NE-
CESSARIES, neither will any Creditor, of coMnoxN
Humanity, defire it ; unlefs he {hould be in the {fame
Neceflity, himfelf. But NECESSARIES vary, ac-
cording to the different Circumflances of the Perfons,
What is fufficient to fupport a vigorous young Man
in Health, will not be fufficient for the Support of a
Man labouring under the Decays and Infirmities of
Age. What is neceffary for a fickly, mnfirm Perfon,
is not {o toa Perfon enjoying a found and ftrong Gon-
fiitution. 'What is neceffary toa Perfon, who has long
been habituated to a generous Way of Living, 1s not
fo to one who has always been accuftomed to a fpare
and low Diet. 'What is neceffary to a Man in one
Station of Life, is not {o in another. But the loweft
Degree of Luxury, Elegancy, and pleafurable A-
mufements can never be confidered as Neceffaries in
any Condition, or Station, whatever ; and, th?re-:

or¢
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fore all fuch wnncceffary Branches of Expence fhould
immediately be lopp’d oft for the Sake of doing
Juftice by the Payment of Debrs,

Thefe general Rules, if honeftly applied to parsi-
cular Cafes, as they fhall happen to occur in the
Courfe of your T'rade and Bufinels, or in the com-
mon Intercourfe of Life, may, I hope, be found
fufficient to direlt your Confciences.

III. According to my propofed Method, I muft
now, in the third Place, beg your patient and can-
did Attention, while I apply what has been faid in
general to the particular Cafe of Tithes and Offerings.
I know not how it has happened, but, among many
other Hardfhips, peculiar to the Clergy, this is one,
that, while all other People are allowed the Liberty
of defending their Rights and Privileges, it is thought
indecent in the Clergy to aflert theirs.  But, SELF-
DEFENCE is not only a Right which belongs ta
them in common with all the reft of Mankind, but in
this Cafe it is a neceffary Duty,  Their Silence is not
only a falfe, but criminal Modefty. ‘They are not
only meanly wanting to their own Interefts, but, in
my Opinion, negligent in the Difcharge of their
minifterial Function, as Teachers and Guides, 'They
are as much wanting to their Pesple, as they are
to Themfclves. "They fuffer them to be guilty of a
more complicated Piece of fujuftice than any other
can be (becaufe it is Jnjuftice done to God as well
as Man) without explaining the Nature, and fetting
forth the Danger cf it.

I fhall firft confider the Cafe of Tuthes. This
Part of the Clergy’s Maintenance is converted into
Property by civil Authority. The Tithes belonging
to any Living are the real Eftate of the Incumbent
for the time being; and he has as inconteftable a

D 2 - Title
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Title to them as any other Man can have toan Eftate
which he purchaces, or 1uberits.  His Title 1s more
antient. It was at firlt fettled with more circum-
flances of Solemnity 5 not only by the Authority of
the King, Lords, and Commons, but with the formal
Confent of the mext Heirs of the Poflefiors of the
Eftates, the Tithes, or tenth Part of the Product of
which were then fettled upon the Ghurch, How is
it poflible for any Title to an Eftate to be clearer,
and fuller ? It is poflible for any Perfon to have a
more abfolute and indifputable Property in any
Thing than the Clergy have in their Tithes? How
then comes it to pafs, that it fhould be thought {uch
a trifling Matter to deprive a Clergyman of his Tithe,
cither by Force, or Fraud, while they think 1t fo
criminal to be guilty of any other Robbery, or Theff,
If it be RoBBERY, forceably to difpoflefs any Lay-
man of any Part of his Property, it is equally a
RoBBERY in a Layman to difpoflefs a Clergyman of
his Tithe. If itbe THEFT, clandeftinely to take, or
keep, a Sum of Maney, or Goods, belonging to a
Layman, it muft be equally Theft in any Layman to
eoncealy and clandeftinely keep back, Tithe, which the
Perfon knows to be the Property of the Incumbent,
I am now putting it, not on the Fost of Religion,
but common HonEsTy, and the eftablifbed Prin-
ciples of civil Society, to which all of you will readily
fubfcribe, when you are to reap any Benefit from
them. But, what Title have you to the Pratection
of the Laws of your Country, unlefs you fubmit to
them, yourfelves, as well as expect Submiffion from
others in the fame Cafes. If you deny the Obliga-
tion to be mutual, you declare yourfelves Out-Laws,
difqualified for Society. Here I venture to reft this
Matter, it being, I think, too plain to be made

plainer by any farther Enlargement,  But,
‘There
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There is another Point relating to Tithes, confi-
dered as the Clergy’s Property, that is very clear to
my Apprehenfion, but will not fo readily be agreed
to. However, I fhall State the Cafe fairly, and
aflign my Reafons with great Deference to better
Judges.

Tithes are not only the Property of the Clergy,
as much as any Gentliman’s Eftate is his Property,
but it is a Property analienable, by any other Autho-
rity than that of the Legiflature. A Gentleman,
with the Confent of the next Heir, can cut off an
Entail, and give his Eftate to whom, and in what
Manner he pleafes ; but a Clergyman can have no
fuch Confent from his Succeffors, and therefore can
have no fuch Power to give away any Part of his
Tithe. 1 fhall eafily be underflood to mean thofe
Exemptions and Madz%és, which owed their Rife to
the wicked, or weak, Confent of the then fncumbents,
and have, now, obtained all the Sané?ion that Cuf-
tom and the Authority of the Courts can give them ;
but, I humbly hope for Forgivenefs, if I obferve that
what is abfolutely wrong in itfelf can never be made
right by Cuftom, or any Determinations of a Conrt :
Tho’ the Determinations of thofe who are appointed
to interpret the Law may bind to a Submiffion, they
can never deffroy the plain Intent and Meaning of a
Law, or the Obligation arifing from it. There can
be no Difpute whether it be the plan Intent and
Meaning of the Law relating to Tithes, that all
Land, and whatever elfe 1s fpecihed in the Law,
fhould be Titheable ; and therefore as long as that
orignal Law tands unrepealed by the fame Authority
which enaéted it, and the Intent and Meaning of it
continues to be plain, it is not in the Power of [n-
terpreters to difcharge the Confciences of the Pcople

from their Obligation to obferve it,  IE Interpreters
0!
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of a Law have a Power by their futerpretations, to
deftroy the plain Jutent and Meaning, and to -alter
the VERY NATURE, of it, they ceafe to be luter-
preters, and are become Legiflators.  "This is not
explaining a Law, but making a ncw one defiruciive
of the old, which they have no Authority to do, I
fhall illuftrate this Matter by a {imilar Cafe.—The
Clergy are the appointed, but not mfallible, Interpre-
ters of God’s IVord. Suppofe, then, that any of their
Interpretations fhould explain away the plain Intent
and Meaning of any Part of the moral Law, and
allow the People Liberties that Ged never mtended to
allow them, I afk any one, whether {fuch Interpre-
tations, tho’ they fhould have obtained all the Sanc-
tion that all the Councils and Genvocations that ever
were held fince the Beginning of Chriftianity, would
deftray the Force of the Law, and juftify the Con-
[eiences of Chriftians in taking thofe probibited Liber-
ties, allowed them by the Clergy. The Cale of
Exemptions and Moduffes is exaltly parallel, "The
Law of Tithe is plain and full, without any Excep-
tions whatfoever. By Virtue of this amtverfal, un-
limited, Law, the Clergy have an abfolute Right to
whatever is plainly made Titheable by the Law ; what
Authority, therefore, lefs than that which enadted
the Law, 1. ¢. the Legiflature, can deflroy that Right,
and difcharge the Pesple from their Obligation to
pay the Clergy what the Law has plainly given them?
The Cafe is fo mnch the clearer from the Nature
of the Law, inafmuch as Length of Time can make
no Alteration in it, or make the Clergy’s Right any
way difputable like other litigated Tutles.  "The fame
Reafons upon which the Law was originally founded
ftill fubfift, and ever will {fubfift, Itis as reafonable
now, as it was a hundred Years ago, that what-
ever the Law at fir? made Titheable thould continne

(o
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to be fo, without any Exceptions, And, with regard
to the Perfon intitled to the Tithe, it is the plaineft
Law that ever was made, and the leaft liable to
Litigation, In order to prove his Tutley a Clergy-
man has in Reafon nothing elfe to do than to fhew

that fuch a Thing is made Titheable by the sriginal
Law of Tithe, and that he is the rightful Incumbint,
and his Zutle follows in courfe. For which Reafon,
I was very much furprized, fome Time ago, when
I heard of an Iutention to bring a Bill into Parliament
that fhould oblige the Jucumbent to prove, that fucl
a Piece of Land, or fuch a Thing, had afaully paid
Tithe within a certain limited Time. ‘The Intent of
which Bill could be no other than to eftablith Znjx/-
tice by @ Law. "Uhe Incumbent had been deprived of
his Right for many Years, and therefore he ought ta
be deprived of it for ever.  But, the Houfe of Com-
mons was too Honourable to give Countenance to
fuch an zmignitous Scheme,

Perhaps, it may be urged, that, tho’ the Legifla-
ture has not altually repealed the Law of Tithe, fome
Parts of it are become obfolete. 1 canhave no Con-
ception of an Aé7 of Parliament’s being taken with
a ‘dead Pally on one Side, or \n a particular Limb.
It mutt all live or die #ogether. Neither do I con-
ceive how a Law, granting Rights and Privileges to
a Succeffion of Men, can grow obfolete. I can eafily
conceive, that a Charter may be forfrited by a Non-
obfervance of the Conditions upon which it was
eranted ; and I can as eafily conceive, that had the
Tithes been granted conditionally, whenever thofe
Conditions are wilated, the Right of T'ithes would
be forfeited like a Charter 5 but, I never heard of
any fuch Conditions, and fhould be thankful for the
Sight of fo great a Guriofity.

It
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It may be farther urged, that if what I advance
be true, the Confequence will be, that perfonal
Tithe is ftill due, tho’ never paid. I have fpoken
largely to this Argument in my Book upon Tithe ;
at prefent, I fhall only fay, that I have nothing to
do with Confequences. Is what I advance juft, or is
it not? This is the only pertinent Queftion, If it
be juft, let thofe look to the Confequence who enjoy
{uch large Incomes out of Trades and Profeffions,
and perhaps pay no Tithe at all. If they think
themfelves indebted to God (as moft certainly they

are) they have Opportunitiesof paying Part of their
Debt, by relieving neceffitous Clergymen, and doing
many other Aclls of Piety and Charity.

What the Gentlemen of the long Robe will think
of my Sentiments, I know not. This I promife
them, that if any one of them will enter into
the Ratisnale of the Law, and the Source of our Ob-
ligation, to obey ity and from thence prove, that Iam
in an Errory, I will moft heartily thank him for
undeceiving me, and moft readily take Shame to
mylelf by a pablick Acknowledgement of it. But, 1
am {o wvery fincere, and fo well affured, inthis Matter,
that I thould be under no Fear. if I were obliged
to defend my Docirine at the peril of my Life.

While I am talking with fo much Freedom of the
Power and Authorsty of our Courts of Fudicature,
(for which no Man has an higher Effeem) it would
be great Iyuflice to thofe venerable Perfons who
prefide in the Court where the Clergy’s Rights are
aenerally determined, if I did not congratulate my
Brethren upon their Felicity in feeing that henourable
Beneh fo bonourably fill d ; by (Gentlemen, who have a
true Senfe of Religion, and who, from Principle, and
Inclination, will always be Friends to the Clergy, as
far as fhall be confiftent with Fuffice to the L’i{z;?:.

. 1S
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This I fpeak in a great Meafure, from a perfmal
Knowledge of them.,
‘T'here is another Part of the Clergy’s Maintenance

befides Tithe, in which they have a Property, tho’,
through Ignorance, you look upon it to be a volun-
tary Gontribution. So much a Head for every Perfon
in a Family, of the Age of Sixteen, is due to the
Minifter of the Parith, in common Right, from the
Malfter of the Family; and is recoverable by a Bill
in the Exchequer. In fo large a Parifh as this is,
the Payment of Eaffer Offerings (for I {peak not now
of the Contribution for the Afternoon Sermon) would
amount to a confiderable Sum. From thofe who
contribute more, towards the Support of the Lefture,
than their Egffer Offerings would amount to, I ought
not to expect any Thing, having voluntarily given
my Due to that Ufe ; but, there are feveral Familices
that have never paid me any Thing during the
fourteen Years that I have been here.  Should I (and
why fhould I not, unlefs they will pay it of their own
Accord) file a Bill in the Excheguer to recover all my
Arrears, and oblige them to pay regularly for the fu-
ture, or contribute to the Afternoon Sermon, a moft
violent Clamour would be raifed againft me, as there
lately was, only for employing an Attorney to write to
fome Delinguents for the Payment of Tithe that had
been due feveral Years, tho’ I had applied to them
very civilly, to no Purpofe. But, what an unrea-
fonable, cruel Hardthip is this upon the Clergy, they
muft either give up their Rights and their Bread,
or lofe the good Opinton, and gosd Hill of their Peo-
ple ! And where is the commen Honefly of thofe, who
put them under this Difficulty ! In the fame Cir-
cumftances the Laity are not abufed for doing them-
felves Fuftice. 1 muft tell you a remarkable Cafe

that happened laft Year, and fhews monftrous Jg-
L ranee
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norance and Partiality againft the Clergy. 1 got a
Fufice's Warrant (with the Approbation of the
Perfon) to diftrain upon a Quaker for Tithe, that I
might not put him to the Charge of a Bill in the
Exchequer, and fome mighty geod Sort of Pesple made
2 Confcience of buying thofe Goods of me, becaufe
they were taken from the poor Quaker, as if they
were flolen from him, This Method is not an Hard-
Jhip upon the Quakers, but an A& of Indulgence, and
good Nature in the Clergy, for, they can recover
their Right in a fhorter Way, without giving them-
{elves, or any Body elfe, Trouble ; and the Service
1s done, not to the Clergy, but to the Quakers.

I have hitherto confidered the Injuffice of depriv-
ing the Clergy of their Property, But in the formes
Part of thefe Difcourfes, I obferved, that there may
be Rights where there is no Property. For, Property
1s the Creature of civil Authorsty, whereas there
- are Rights founded upon the eternal and smmutable
Laws of Reafon, which all reafonable- Beings are
obliged to obey. I inftanced, in the Cafe cited by
St. Paul, The Labourer is worthy of his Hire. 1f,
then, a Clergyman does DutK/Ifor which the Laws
of the Land have provided no Maintenance, and the
People receive the Benefit of his Labour, they are
bound in Confcience to give him a proper Reward.
This is due by the Lew of Nature. This is fo
obvious to common Senfe, and would be fo readily
allowed if applied to any other Bufinefs, that it
feems unaccountable how Perfons, who would be
very angry if their Hongfly were called in Queftion,
can reconcile it to any Principles of Fauffice and £~
quity, to attend upon the Corvices of the Churen,
either in Perfon, or by their Families, and, yet,
refufe to contribute towards its Support;

Buty
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But, if we confider the People as Chriffians, there
is a pofitive Law of God enjoining it ; and furely the
Laws of God are as binding upon all Chrifliaus, as
the Law of Nature is upon all Men, or the Law of
the Land upon all Subjelts.

You muft have beard that the Fewifh Clergy had
a Maintenance appointed them by God ; that thefe
Tithes and Offerings he looked upon as belonging to
himfelf, and that ke, not the Pegple, gave them to
the Prigfls, his immediate Servants who waited at his
Altar, and that the Non-payment of them he con-
fidered as robbing him, To refrefh your Memories,
I fhall cite you a Paflage out of the Prophet, Aa-
Jacht, ch.iii, ver. 8. &c, ¢ Willa Man rob God 2
“ Yet ye have robbed me: But ye fay, wherein
¢ have we robbed thee? in Tithes and Offering:.
‘¢ Ye are curfed witha Curfe (a very ftrong Expref-
¢ fion) for ye have robbed me, even this whole
¢ Nation. %ring ye all the Tithes into the Store-
‘¢ houfe, and prove me now herewith, faith the

¢ Lorp of Hosts, if I will not open ycu-the
¢ Windows of Heaven, and pour you outa Bleffing
¢ that there fhall not be Rcom enough to receive
¢ it.” This is another Expreflion as ftrong as can
be conceived *. |
How

* There being a great deal of Duty in this Parith (and
a confiderable Part of it extraordinary Duty, introduced
by myfelf, without any Confideration, defired, expetted,
or ever received) the great Tithes alienated, and the Sur-
plice Fees much lower than in any other Place in the
Neighbourhood, about eight Years ago I propofed to
get a new Table of Fees, which would have been a great
Help to the Minifer, and no Burden upon the Parifb.

I applicd to fome warm Advocates tor the Church ; their
Anfwer
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How it ftands under the Gofpel, St, Paul will in-
form you, 1 Ep. to the Cor. ch. ix, ver. 13, 14,
¢¢ Do you not know that they who minifter about
¢ holy Things, live of the Sacrifice, and they who
¢¢ wait at the Altar are Partakers with the Altar ;
¢« even fo hath the Lord allo ordained, that they
¢ who Preach the Gofpel, fhould live of the Gof-
¢ nel.” An bonourable Maintenance is as much
the Appointment of God under the Chriflian, as it
was under the Fcwifh Difpenfation, and the Tithes
and Offerings do as peculiarly belong to Gop now,
as they did then, and therefore to withhold them, is
as much robbing of him 5 and the Chriffian Prieftheod
being much more honcurable than the Fewifh, and the
Adminiftration of the 7/ord and Sacraments of Chriff
more advantageous to the Pesple, the Sin muft, at
leaft, be equal, The Robbery of Ged, and the [n-
juftice done to the Chriftian Clergy by depriving
them of their Hire appointed by God, are the fame,

Anfwer was, they aveuld not bring upon themfelves the
Curfes of the Pegple. Thele Sticklers for the Church
were very unfortunate in never having {een, or heard
of this Paffage of the Frophet ; for, if they had, it might
have given them a more Cur1sT1aN Way of Thinking,
and better Notions of common JFuftice. I had the more

Reafon to expeét a chearful Compliance with my Requeft,
as I had not only given them Monthly Sacraments, and
Daily Prayers, but contributed Jargely (for the Parifh is
obliged to pay me Eaffer Offcrings, whether there be any
Lecture or not) towards the Support of the Afternoon
Sermon, which the Laww does not require from me. I
intend to make a fecond Attempt, and take this Oppor-
tunity to declare, that I do not mean it as any Benefit to
myfelf, but only as an Augmentation to my Curate’s In-
come, that it may always be an Encouragement to a
Gentleman of Charalier to do Juftice to my Parifhioners.

Does
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Does God forfeit his Right to a decent Support of his
Worfhip? Do the Clergy forfeit their Right to an
honsurable Maintenance, whenever the Pegple {hall
take 1t into their Heads to diffife their Minifter, or to
difapprove of his pofitical Principles, or of any Part
of his Behaviour towards them. Let a Gent/eman tell
me whether he forfeits his Rent whenever his Beha-
viour does not pleafe his Tenant.  Upona Subjeét fo
difagreeable to myfelf as well as to you, I fhall add
no more than this,

It is an Infult upon common Senfe to pretend fin-
cercly to believe Clriflianity, and yet entertain a
mean Opinion of the minifferial Funétion, and the
Benehts of our Adminifirations. 1Is it an Honour to
be employed by an earthly Prince in any Office of
Importance to his Govermment, and the Welfare of
his Subjects ¢ And fhall it be decmed a difreputable
Employment to officiate under the Creator and Sa-
voour of the World, in Matters relating to his
Spiritual Kingdom, and the eternal Salvation of Man-
kind? To be employed with Angels and Archangels
in miniftring to thofe who fhall be Heirs with Chriff in
his Heavenly Kingdom.? Are ye fo refpeitful and
thankful to thofe who are the Infiruments of any
temporal Advantages? And is there no Refpelt, no
Gratitude due to thofe, whom the bleffed Fefus ufes

as_the Inftruments of conveying to Mankind the
greateft Bleflings that human Nature 1s capable of
recciving ? This is the Argument (and an unan{wer-
able one it is) of St, Paul, Jf we have fown into you
Jpiritual Things, 1t is a great Matter if we fhould reap
your worldly Things? ~ Qur Saviour has aflured us,
that all the Difrepeét and Ingratitude fhewn to the
Minifters of his Waerd and Sacraments he tukes to
himfelf, forafmuch as it is be that has commiffioned us.
In Juftice therefore, to your own Underftandings,

as
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as well as in Honour of your Redeemer, the Author
of your Religion, either do not pretend to belteve
Chriftiany, and gravely attend upon its Ordinances,
or elfe behave more fuitably to your Faith; or you
will but aggravate your Sin, and your Gondemnation,
by adding Hypocrify to Trreligion.

I thall conclude with a pertinent Paflage out of a
learned and good Man, Mr. Bragge, the immediate
Predeceflor of the prefent worthy Incumbent of
Hitchen, in this County. It is in the firft Volume
of his excellent Praétical Difcourfes on the Mira-
cles of our Blefled Saviour *, (publifhed in 3702.)
p. 56. ¢ Itis the Cuftom, now, to advance every
¢ other Profeffion to the Height, and reward their
¢ Services with the greateft Bounty, and at the
« fame Time to fink the Clergy to the very Bottom
¢ of Contempt and Poverty, to lay on all the Weight
¢ they can to keep them down, and facrilegioufly
¢ to keep from them what the Laws both of God
¢ and Man, have made their Due.

« No doubt, great Indifference, at leaft, to Reli-
¢ gion is the Caule of this, and 7o Religion would
¢ in a little Time be the Confequence, were not
¢ our Church fupported, as we truft it is, by the
¢ Arm of God; and ’tis, indeed, his Providence
<t alone that can uphold it. |

T R e e e oo

* Thefe Difcourfes are not only full of ufeful Inftruc-
tion, but extremely entertaining. They are as ingenious
as they are pious. And at a Time when there is fuch a
general Difielifb of every Thing that is ferious, nothing
15 {o likely to captivate Attention as Books that will give
Pleafure to the Imagination, while they inform the Fudg-
ment.  For which Reafon, I fhould be glad to fee thefe
Difcourfes reprinted.

&

- «But,
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¢ But, thofe that are, in carneft, concerned for
¢ the Homour of Religion, and think themfelves
¢ obliged, asfarasin them lies, to {fupport its {ink-
¢ ing Interefts, can take no better Courfe to do it
¢ than to keep up the Spirits of the Clergy in thefe
 difcouraging Times, by fhewing them fuch Coun-
¢ tenance, and contributing in fuch a Manner to
¢ their Wants, as may raife them above Need and
 Scorn, and enable them to do their Duty effec-
¢ tually, to God’s Honour, and the People’s great
¢¢ Advantage.”

Happy thofe People who are blefled with fuch able
and pious Paftors, Happy thofe Paftors, who have
been fettled amongft Pesple who know how to value

and reward their Merit. Amen.

P. §. Having made a publick Complaint of [n-
juftice in refpect to my Dues, 1 muft do myfelf the
Juftice to tell the World what little Reafon I have
given for fuch Treatment. As to my Zithe, I have
always appointed two Farmers for Ware, and two
for Thundridge ; who determine for their Bretheren,
what every Farm fthall pay as a reafonable Equivalent
for the Trthe ; always making it my Regueft to thefe
A]’If::ﬁr:, that they would give the Turn of the Scale
in Favour of the Farmer. In this amicable Way we

have gone on for fourteenYears, without ever haviggr
had the leaft Difference,

As to thofe People in the Towr who have any
Thing that is titheable, 1 have always trufted to
their Honour for giving me a true Account. The
Confequence of which Confidence has been frequent
difcoveries of Concealments ; and I expet to difcover
more. -

There are many Poultry bred in this Toxn fo
Sale, and, tho’ I have an acknowledged Title lto»

the
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the Tsthe of them, 1 have never made any Demand,
becaufe moft of the People, who fell them, are
poor 5 and I am tender of depriving them of any
Part of a listle Income. It would be natural to
expet that they fhould now and then make me an
Offer of 2 Towl, by Way of Acknowledgment of
my Right, but I never received any fuch Thing
from above one of them, and not fo much as Thanks
from any of the reft. buch has becn my generous
Behaviour ; fuch their ungrateful Return, Nay, I
have lately been told by them, that they do not think
themfelves at all sbliged to me, becaufe I did no more
than what I ought to do. If a Landlord fhould for-
give a poor ‘Tenant his Rent every Year, and fhould
meet with {uch an infolent Return for his good Na-
ture, [ fancy, he would foon convince him, that it
was Matter of meer Favour, and if 1{hould take the
fame Courfe with thefe unthankful Wretches, nobody

could wonder, or blame me.

F I N I G.

B O QX S publifbed by the fame AuvTHOR.

SERMON againft Popery, and a Defence
of his Mayefly’s Title to the Crown; both pub-
lithed at the Time of the late Rebellzon, and fold
by DEpuTy CLARKE.
Three Dialogues upon Anger and Forgivenefs;
~ fold by W. OwEN near Temple Bar.
The Nature and Duty of living peaceably with all
Men—and the Nature and Duty of Benevolence.
An O&avoVolume upon Prayer and the Sacraments,
w=An Effay on Contentment—Sold by JV. Ruffel,

at Horace's Head without Temple- Bar,



